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PREFATORY  NOTE. 

Mr  friend,  Judge  Prowse,  has  asked  me  to  introduce  ia  a  few 
prefatory  words  the  important  colonial  history  on  which  he  has 
for  so  many  years  been  engaged.  There  is  really  nothing  for 
me  to  do  but  to  conduct  him  down  to  the  footlights,  and  then 
to  retire  with  a  bow  to  the  audience.  His  own  introduction, 
a  Buccinct  essay  on  the  development  of  our  earliest  colony,  is  a 
document  the  importance  and  the  interest  of  which  should,  as 
it  seems  to  me,  render  any  other  preamble  quite  unnecessary. 
Yet  I  can  but  be  touched  by  the  kindn&ss  of  his  invitation, 
which  stirs  ancient  memories  in  me,  and  if  I  accede  to  it,  it  is 
not  from  personal  complacency,  but  because  an  old  family 
tie  with  Newfoundland  compels  me  to  a  pious  interest  in  the  ' 
colony.  I  write  these  few  words  because  I  am  sure  that,  were 
he  aUve,  my  dear  father  would  rejoice  to  do  so. 

In  the  early  years  of  this  century,  Poole,  in  Dorsetshire, 
where  my  people  lived,  was  almost  an  offshoot  of  Newfound- 
land. It  was  the  English  port  and  emporium  of  the  colony, 
and  each  owed  to  the  other  a  great  part  of  its  prosperity. 
Nothing  could  be  more  natural  than  that  the  lads  of  Poole 
should  look  to  start  in  life  at  St.  John's  or  Harbour  Gra<!e. 
Thus,  in  fact,  more  than  one  member  of  my  family  did  stai-t, 
and  in  particular  my  father,  afterwards  so  widely  known  as 
Philip  Henry  Gosse,  F.K.S.  One  Sunday,  sixty-eight  years 
ago,  as  the  bells  were  ringing  people  to  church  in  Poole,  he 
was  carried  away,  with  a  sinking  heart,  to  a  counting-house  in 
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Carbonear.  I  need  not  repeat  tbe  twice-told  tale  of  his  inno- 
cent adventures  there.  As  will  be  remembered,  it  was  in 
Newfoundland  that  he  began  his  zoological,  and  particularly 
his  entomological,  work,  and  the  colony,  as  I  have  reason  to 
know,  has  not  been  forgetful  of  her  earliest  naturalist. 

In  1835  my  father  left  Newfoundland,  and  soon  afterwards 
the  other  members  of  my  family  also  returned.  "We  went  no 
more  o-roving  on  these  cold  western  seas.  But  down  to  my 
own  childhood  the  mystery  of  Newfoundland  was  preserved  in 
the  English  home.  Kegs  of  cranberries  and  of  delicious 
capelin  arrived  from  Harbour  Grace  as  punctual  as  the  seasons. 
A  great  oil  painting  of  the  port  of  Carbonear,  more  topo- 
graphical than  artistic,'  perhaps,  more  conscientious  than 
aesthetic,  hung  in  a  sittlng-room.  Cases  of  insects,  charts,  and 
family  stories  kept  alive  the  colonial  sentiment,  and  our  house 
in  Devonshire  was  a  tiny  plantation  of  Newfoundland.  It  had 
been  my  father's  wish  and  hope  to  revisit  his  old  haunts,  but 
his  crossings  of  the  Atlantic  were  not  to  be  repeated.  In  his 
later  years  he  ansiously  collected  all  that  threw  light  upon  the 
antiquities  of  Newfoundland,  and  it  is  pathetic  to  me  to  realise 
with  what  ecstasy  he  and  my  uncle,  Mr.  William  Gosse,  who 
survived,  at  a  very  great  age,  until  1893,  would  have  welcomed, 
would  have  devoured.  Judge  Prowsc's  admirable  and  exhaustive 
history.  It  is  in  their  name  that  I  come  forward  with  these 
brief  prefatory  phrases. 

At  a  fortunate  moment,  I  think,  Judge  Prowse  has  brought 
out  his  chronicle  of  the  most  ancient  and  the  most  unfortunate 
of  our  colonies.  He  has  found  his  material  in  records  which 
are  many  of  them  entirely  unpublished,  and  his  book  is  an 
original  and  valuable  contribution  to  early  American  history. 
The  sorrows  of  Newfoundland  have  at  last  awakened  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  mother  country,  and  Englishmen  w^re  never  so 
ready  as  they  now  are  to  learn  more  about  its  ijiliabitants.     To 
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read  the  ensuing  pages  is  to  study  a  record  of  extraordinary 
struggle  and  vicissitude.  Not  now  for  the  first  or  the  dozenth 
time  is  Newfoundhmd  in  a  forlorn  condition.  Frost  and  fire, 
the  caprices  of  cod  and  whale  and  seal,  have  reduced  her  in 
past  years,  no  douht,  to  a  far  lower  ehh  than  we  find  her  in 
ber  present  embarrassment-s.  She  has  suffered  much,  and  her 
geographical  position  requires  that  she  should  always  8tand 
prepared  for  suffering.  But  her  spirit,  we  love  to  think,  is 
indomitable,  and  if  her  natural  resources  are  liable  to  collapse, 
they  are  not  less  liable  to  sudden  and  brilliant  revival.  It  may 
be  that  before  these  words  see  the  light,  her  fortunes  will 
once  more  l>e  in  the  rapid  ascendant.  The  perusal  of  Judge 
Prowse's  book  can  but  increase  the  number  of  those  who 
cordially  desire  that  it  may  be  so. 

EDMUND   GOSSE. 

London,  March  1895. 
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This  work  is  an  attempt  to  describe  how  England's  lifBt  colony, 
Newfoundland,  was  founded  and  developed ;  to  show  the  influence  nf 
its  dwcovery  on  the  making  of  England.  My  plan  has  been  to  cite 
contemporary  document*,  for  the  most  part  hitherto  unprinted. 

Newfoundland  occupies  nearly  the  same  poeition  in  the  new  world 
that  Biitain  does  in  the  old.  Stretching  far  out  into  the  Atlantic,  the 
nearest  pai-t  of  North  America  to  Europe,  she  became  the  half-way  houBC, 
the  stepping-stone  between  the  two  continents ;  by  her  shore  passed  all 
the  great  discoverers  and  the  flowing  tide  of  European  emigration  which 
peopled  North  Amerii^  Here  England  first  obtained  a  foothold  in  the 
new  world,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  her  Colonial  Empire.  For  more 
than  one  hundred  yeai-s  Newfouodland  was  Britain'n  one  and  only 
Colony ;  her  trans-Atlantic  fishery  the  sole  link  that  bound  Euiope  to 
North  America.  This  Lirge  trade  was  the  nursing  mother  of  England's 
maritime  greatness ;  the  long  dangert^us  voyages  to  the  new  colony  made 
her  a  nation  of  seamen.  In  this  new  Isltmd  of  the  West,  Englishmen 
ruled  the  land  only  by  constant  figlits  with  foreign  fishermen ;  here  they 
learnt  to  measure  their  strength  with  the  Bretons  and  the  Basques. 
The  cod  fisheiy  was  the  training  school  for  the  conquest  of  the 
Invincible  Armada,  a  much  earlier  training  ground  than  the  buccaneering 
.  and  channel  roving  to  which  Mr.  Froude,  in  a  recent  article,  attributes 
our  maritime  supremacy. 

The  great  English  historians  ignore  altogether  the  part  Newfound- 
land played  in  the  making  of  England.  Even  in  the  picturesque  pages 
of  Froude,  the  epoch-making  adventures  of  the  daring  West  Country 
traders  and  cod  fishers,  who  began  the  conquest  and  colonisation  of  a 
gi-e;iter  England  in  the  new  world,  find  no  place;  fortunately  we  have 
the  testimony  of  Baleigh,  the  greatest  statesman  of  his  age,  that  the 
"  Newfoundland  fishery  was  the  mainstay  and  support  of  the  western 
"  counties"   (then   the  great  maritime   centre   of  England);   "  that  a 
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"  successful  attack  on  the  Newfoundland  fleet  would  be  the  greatest 
"  misfortune  that  could  befall  England." 

Beginning  in  a  small  way  in  1498,  year  by  year  witnessed  the  rapid 
growth  of  this  Newfoundland  business,  the  accumulation  of  wealth,  the 
constant  building  of  larger  thips ;  cariied  on  almust  by  stealth  frum  the 
West  Country  seaports,  it  is  only  by  brief  references  in  the  clironicles 
and  Acts  of  Parliament  that  we  can  trace  the  development  of  a  great 
industry,  which  must  necessarily  have  had  immense  influence  on  the 
maritime  prosperity  of  tlio  lesser  England  of  the  Tudor  age,  when  the 
burthen  of  the  whtjie  Royal  Navy  was  less  than  the  tonnage  of  a 
modem  fii'st-class  ciutser.  The  mort  remarkable  part  of  tliis  story 
is  the  supremacy  and  control  exercised  by  tliese  proud  beef-eating 
Knglislimen  over  the  great  host  of  foreign  fishermen  on  the  Island. 

The  history  of  their  most  ancient  Colony  should  be  of  interest  to 
Englishmen  ;  not  only  does  it  contain  the  story  of  the  dawn  of  English 
colonisation,  the  foundation  of  our  Colonial  Empire,  the  grudual  develop- 
ment of  England's  naval  power,  it  also  throws  new  light  on  contemporary 
nnnals,  and  is  really  an  important  minor  chapter  in  the  histoiy  of 
England.  In  the  policy  pursued  towards  our  Island  we  see  reflected, 
not  in  a  glass  darkly,  but  clearly  defined  and  paralleled,  the  character- 
istic mooda  of  the  various  tnglish  sovereigns,  and  the  rule,  or  rather 
misrule,  of  the  Home  Government.  Tlio  quaint  old  chronicle  of 
Weymouth,  in  which  the  Mayor  has  recorded  his  interview  with  the 
King  about  securing  the  Newfoundland  fleet  against  the  attacks  of 
the  Turkish  pirates,  gives  us  a  vivid  picture,  a  complete  coup  d'veil, 
of  Laud  and  his  sovereign. 

To  the  early  American  settlers  Newfoundland  was  the  parent 
Colony,  a  meagre  and  haggard  kind  of  mother,  j'et  for  all  that  she 
saved  the  ancient  Colony  of  Virginia  from  semi -starvation  by  a  timely 
cargo  of  fish.  When  the  New  York  settlei-s  first  tried  to  estal.lish  a 
fishery  at  Sandy  Hcok,  it  was  to  this  Colony  they  applied  fur  ap- 
pliances and  men.  The  same  Devonshire  adventurers  who  traded  to  and 
colonised  Newfoundland  were  the  first  to  make  a  similar  attempt  in 
New  England.  The  Newfoundland  trade  was  by  farthegreafest  English 
enterprise  in  America  up  to  1030.  I  htive  endeavoured  to  show  tlie 
close  connection  between  this  ancient  Colony  and  the  ycung  English 
settlements  on  the  continent — the  story  of  early  struggles  and  mutunl 
aid  between  Newfoundland  and  especially  New  England. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  from  1407  to  the  permnr.ent  settle- 
ment in  Virginia  and  the  landing  of  the  I'ilgrim  Fathers  in  1620, 
Newfoundland  was  the  oniy  Culony  and  the  only  poaee-ssion  in  North 
America  occupied  and  governed  by  Enylishmcn;  this  period  of  over  a 
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century  is  completely  overlooked  by  American  historians,  as,  only  wiih 
reference  to  the  discovery  of  Cabot,  does  it  concern  tbe  eariy  histovy  of 
the  American  Colonies.  At  another  period  from  1713  to  1703,  from  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht  to  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  there  were  virtually  only  two 
English  Colonies  in  Americi,  Newfoundland,  and  the  continental  Colonies, 
the  nucleus  of  the  present  United  States:  the  history  of  the  rrade  and 
intercourse  bdtween  these  two  British  possessions  is  set  forth  in  tliese 
pages.  Very  little  atteulion  ha:i  been  paid  to  this  subject  by  American 
writers ;  the  j-ecords  show  how  early  in  our  history  the  parent  Govern- 
ment became  jealous  of  New  England,  her  industries,  and  her  gi-owing 
trade  with  Newfoundland. 

Tbe  history  of  the  Colony  is  only  very  partially  contained  in 
printed  buoks ;  it  lies  buried  under  great  rubbish  heaps  of  unpublished 
records,  English,  Municipal,  Colonial,  and  Foreign,  in  rare  pamphlets, 
old  Blue  Books,  forgotten  manuscripts,  old  English  newsp^ipers  and 
magazines,  and  in  the  political  tracts  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The 
accounts  of  the  defence  of  St.  John's  against  D'lberville,  and  the 
gallant  fight  of  Captain  Holman,  are  from  affidavits  made  before 
IJevonshire  Justices,  the  latter  to  get  tardy  payment  from  the  Crown 
for  the  powder  expended  in  defending  the  Colony. 

I  have  attempted  to  reconstruct  the  true  history  of  Newfoundland 
from  these  various  documents,  to  bring  to  life  again  the  dead  and  buried 
memories  of  the  men  who  miide  the  country,  to  recount  the  doughty 
deeds  of  the  old  Devon  snilors  who,  against  tremendous  odds,  retained 
this  island  for  England  without  the  slighte.<it  help  from  the  Crowa 

There  i^  no  mention,  even  in  the  latest  works  on  the  Colony,  of  the 
Act  of  Henry  VIII.,  of  Peckham,  Mason,  Vaughan.  and  Treworgie,  John 
Downing's  writings  and  appeal,  the  early  intercourse  with  New  England, 
the  maps,  plans,  and  views  contained  in  the  British  Mustum,  the  first 
Chief  Justices,  the  irruption  of  the  Bermudian  planters  with  their  slaves 
into  tbe  Bank  fishery.  The  new  information  contained  in  this  volume 
is  the  principal  reason  for  its  publication ;  my  thief  difficulty  has  been 
to  condeuf^  tlie  great  mass  of  MSS.  I  bave  collected  into  reasonable 
compass,  and  give  due  proportion  to  each  period  and  subject. 

The  history  of  Newfoundland  may  be  roughly  divided  into  four 
great  epochs  of  nearly  equal  duration ; — 

The  early  or  chaotic  era,  from  1497  to  1610,  when  the  Islantl  was  a 
kind  of  no  man's  land,  without  law,  religion,  or  government, 
frequented  alike  by  English  and  foreign  fishermen,  only  ruled 
in  a  rough  way  by  the  reckless  valour  of  Devonshire  men,  half 
pirates,  ha'f  traders. 
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The  Fiahing  Admira.1  period,  from  1610  to  1711,  a  dismal  time  of 
striij^le  between  the  coloniste  and  the  western  adventurers  or 
ship  fishermen  from  England.  This  may  aUa  be  designated 
the  colonisation  period. 

The  Colony  under  Naval  Governors,  1711  to  1825;  the  advent  of 
the  first  resident  Governor,  Sir  Thouiae  Cochrane. 

The  modem  era,  the  struggle  fur  autonomy. 

For  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century  our  sources  of 
information  nre  meagre  and  often  misleading ;  this  is  due  mainly  to  the 
fact  that  information  about  the  subject  of  our  earliest  liistoiy,  the 
fishery,  was  no  doubt  kept  secret  by  the  traders  for  fear  of  the 
Government. 

The  general  view  of  all  writers  haa  consequently  bsen  that  England 
had  neither  lot  nor  part  in  the  great  fishery  during  the  first  half  of  this 
century.  1  h  ive  endeavoured  to  show  that  the  evidence  contained  in 
the  Acts  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI.,  referring  to  an  established 
fish  trade  in  Newfoundland,  the  references  in  Hakluyt  of  Parkhurat 
and  Hayes  to  the  ancient  rule  of  the  English  over  Spanish  French  and 
Portuguese,  the  decline  of  the  Icelandic  fishery  from  Bristol  and  the 
West  of  England  immediately  after  the  discovery  of  the  Ntw  World, 
and  the  lower  prices  realized  for  cod-fish,  all  go  to  prove  that  English 
fishermen  continuously  visited  Newfoundland  from  the  very  earliest 
time. 

In  the  reign  of  Elizabetlt  the  dark  curtain  which  conceals  the  doings 
of  Englishmen  in  this  wild  island  of  the  west  is  drawn  aside  for  us 
by  the  indefatigable  Hakluyt  and  Sir  George  Peckham  ;  we  get  a  vivid 
pi'.ture  of  the  gi-and  function  which  heralded  the  arrival  of  Sir 
Humphrey  Gilbeit,  tlie  feudal  ceremony  of  the  rod  and  turf  —  a 
ceremony  and  nothing  more  ;  Gilbert's  visit  had  no  influence  whatever 
on  the  future  of  our  island. 

The  true  story  of  this  ill-fated  expedition  has  been  most  ingeniously 
misrepi-esented  by  all  historians.  Hoyes'  mirrative  shows  that  Gilbert 
came  to  Newfoundland  not  for  discovery— its  thores  were  then  as  well 
known  as  the  Devonshire  coast ;  his  real  object  was  to  obtain  supplies 
from  our  c  ipital,  which  was  even  in  those  days  a  great  international 
trading  port.  The  bold  foreign  policy  of  Elizabeth  showed  groat  results 
in  Newfoundland  ;  the  Spanish  fishing  fleet  of  two  hundred  sail,  which 
Peninsuliir  hislorians  declare  was  manned  by  six  thousand  seamen,  never 
visited  our  shores  after  the  defeat  of  the  Armada. 

The  second  period  oj)eued  auspiciously ;  Carlile  and  others,  ably 
supported  by  Bacon,  pressed  Raleigh's  policy  on  King  James.  Shi-cwd 
London  and   Bristol  merchants,  after  mnking  a  hard  bargain  with  the 
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Scotch  monarcti,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  first  official  colony,  known 
as  John  Guy's,  at  Cuper's  Cove  in  1610.  Aristocratic  adventurers 
followed;  th?  eccentric  Sir  Wm.  Vau^han,  D.C.L.,  author  of  '"The 
Newlander's  Cure,"  a  strange  mixture  of  religion,  poetry,  and  business, 
Eettled  at  Trepassey;  Hayman,  a  still  more  fantastic  colony-founder, 
governed  Ouy's  plantation  and  wrote  "  Quodlibets,"  a  curious  medley, 
JTom  Harbour  Grace.  Then  came  the  enlightened  Lord  Baltimore,  the 
learned  Lord  Falklnnd,  and  the  rough  old  adventurer,  Sir  David  Eirke. 
The  rude  coloniat  life  did  not  suit  them  ;  they  had  all  to  contend  against 
the  fierce  hostility  of  the  Devon  fishermen.  As  colonists  they  were  one 
and  all  rank  failures ;  the  real  work  was  done  by  poor  Wept  Ooiintrymen ; 
no  hardships  daunted  their  heroic  souls,  they  olutig  to  their  homes,  and 
their  sons  and  daughters  grew  up  to  love  the  wild  country  of  their  birth. 
The  first  settlements  were  made  by  small  detached  parties  of  Englishmen 
known  in  the  island  parlance  as  "  winter  crews,"  who  remained  on  the 
coast  to  cut  wood  for  building  houses,  flakes,  stages,  cook-rooms,  and 
boats  for  the  spring.  A  shore  fishery  required  their  services,  and  from 
the  records  I  think  it  is  evident  that  there  were  such  residents  living 
on  the  east  coast  long  Ijefore  the  arrival  of  Guy  in  1610, 

Our  history,  as  it  proceeds,  throws  a  vivid  side  light  on  the  character 
of  the  various  English  rulers  as  we  see  them  reflected  in  their  Colonial 
policy.  The  most  uiarked  contrast  is  between  the  honest,  intelligent, 
and  statesmanlike  administration  of  Cromwell,  when  authority  was 
maintained  and  settlement  encouraged  by  his  Governor,  John  Treworgie, 
and  the  corrupt  rule  of  the  second  Charles.  At  this  period  of  English 
history,  tlie  first  false  step  was  made  by  tlie  English  King  selling 
Placentia  to  the  French  to  form  a  settlement,  and  surrendering  tlie 
imposit'on  of  five  per  cent,  which  had  been  rigorously  exacted  from 
foreign  fishermen  in  Newfoundhmd  by  former  English  nilers.  Out  of 
tills  infamous  transaction  begins  the  endless,  everlasting  French  Shore 
(juestion ;  an  irritating,  unsolved,  international  difficulty,  which  has 
largely  helped  to  make  this  jxwr  Colony,  in  the  words  of  Lord  S^disbury, 
a  land  of  "  historic  misfortiine."  One  morning  in  the  summer  of  1662, 
to  the  great  astonishment  of  the  English  inhabitants,  soldiers,  guns, 
men  and  women  were  Innded  from  a  great  French  ship  in  Placentia 
Harbour,  and  the  town  gnrrlsoned  and  fortified  against  their  only 
enemy  the  Engli^ ;  thus,  without  firing  a  shot,  France  took  possession 
of  the  fairest  portion  of  the  island,  our  bitterest  rival  was  lodged 
within  our  gate,  ready  to  destroy  us. 

In  167fi  the  Commissioners  of  Trade  and  Plantations  were  bribed  by 
the  Devonshire  adventurers  to  issue  the  order  removing  settlers  from 
the  Colony  and  destroying  their  houses  and  plantations.     But  for  the 
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humaaity  of  the  Commodore,  the  illuatrious  Sir  John  Berry,  and  the 
vigour  and  ability  with  which  John  Downing  prosecuted  his  appeal  to 
the  'Privy  Cktuncil,  all  the  inhabitants  would  have  been  ruined.  As 
late  Bs  the  beginning  of  tliia  centuiy  there  were  deep  lamentations  from 
the  West  of  England  merchants  over  tlie  failure  of  this  nitLleas  policy 
of  extermination.  It  waa  probably  the  war  with  France,  »nd  the 
necessity  of  defending  the  Colony  from  attack,  that  preserved  the  poor 
settlers  from  destruction ;  the  victorious  march  of  D'll-erville  with  his 
Abenaquis  through  the  Colony  obliged  England  to  send  out  ^hips  and 
men  to  drive  away  the  enemy ;  admirals  and  gmei'aU  on  the  fetation 
declared  the  Colony  could  not  be  defended  without  permanent  settlers, 
and  BO  the  West  Countiy  proposals  to  depopulate  the  island  were 
eventually  defeated.  We  find,  however,  that  the  peinianent  settlers 
Inci-eased  and  nmltiplied,  notwithstanding  harsh  laws  and  ciuel  want, 
in  which  they  were  harried  by  pirates,  spoiled  and  slain  by  French  and 
Dutch. 

Side  by  side,  as  the  old  colony  began  to  grow,  arose  in  the  early 
days  of  James  I.  new  colonies  in  Virginia  and  New  England.  The  few 
impoveiTshed  fishermen  and  fanners,  who  were  half  starved  at  riymouth, 
soon  blossomed  into  prosperous  communities,  whi  h  spread  out  and 
separated  into  the  country  which  now  foims  part  of  the  Great  Republic. 
In  less  than  tweuty-five  years  after  the  landing  at  Plymouth  Kock, 
there  were  dealings  between  Newfoundland  and  the  new  tettlements. 
Small  trading  vesseli  fr.>m  Boston  and  Maine  broiii^ht  cattle  and  com  ; 
they  bartered  these  for  fish  and  train  oil,  for  gold,  wines,  olive  oils  and 
dritd  fruits,  which  the  Devonshire  fishermen  smuggled  with  their  salt 
from  Cadiz,  and  Spanisii  fishermen  brought  from  Bilbaa  Besides 
smuggling  goods,  they  smuggled  men,  headed  np  in  casks.  They 
embarked  also  in  another  gnat  industry,  the  manuliacture  of  New 
England  rum ;  their  greatest  custcmers  for  this  product  (and  onions, 
I'iscuits,  and  Yankee  notions)  were  Newfoundlanders  and  Nova  Scotians : 
the  chief  distilleries  were  at  Nantucket  In  the  disfiute  with  the 
Devonshire  men,  the  New  Englandcvs  sided  with  the  settlem.  The 
Parliiimentary  B!ue  Books  of  the  early  Georgian  era  are  full  of  fierce 
denunciation  for  the  assistance  they  gave  to  our  planters,  and  their 
sturdy  refusal  to  let  Maine  be  turned  into  a  second  iind  improved  edition 
of  Newfoundland.  I  have  endeavoured  to  trace  the  early  and  intimate 
association  between  Newfoundland  and  the  continental  colonies. 

AH  tlirou;^h  this  stnmge,  eventful  histoiy,  Newfoundland  settlers  of 
a!l  kinds,  from  Guy  and  Baltimore  down  to  tiie  poorest  waif  from  the 
West  of  England,  liad  to  figlit  for  their  lives  with  the  dire  hostility  of  the 
ship-fishermen   or   western   adventurers   from   England.     In  the  olden 


lOOglC 


INTEODUCTION.  xix 

time  these  men  had  conquered  the  country,  and  they  looked  upon  it  as 
their  own.  Charters  were  given  them  by  the  Grown,  confemng  on 
tbem  outrageous  right*  and  privilegea.  From  the  days  of  tlie  second 
Charles,  the  Home  Government  always  supported  their  pretcDsions. 
In  his  evidence  bafore  the  House  of  Commons,  S6th  March  IISH, 
William  Knox,  one  of  the  Under  Secretaries  of  State  in  the  American 
Department,  thus  explained  this  policy  : — 

"  The  island  of  NeirfoondlaDd  baa  been  cooeidcred,  in  all  former  times,  u  a 
great  ship  moored  near  the  Banks  daring  the  fishing  season,  for  the  convenience 
of  English  fishermen.  The  Governor  was  considered  as  tho  ship's  captain,  and 
those  who  were  concerned  in  Iho  fishery  bnsineas  as  liis  crew,  and  Subject  to 
naTftl  discipline  while  there,  and  e\pecled  to  return  to  England  when  tho  Bcndon 
■WAS  over.  The  English  had  then  no  rivals  in  the  trade  but  the  French,  and, 
thoa((h  Iho  French  fishery  exceeded  theirs,  the  English  gradually  increaned,  and 
those  who  carried  it  on  were  generally  snccessfal.  The  Treaty  of  I'uris,  by  adding 
Canada  and  all  Nova  Scotia  and  Cape  Breton  tu  the  Brilish  American  Domiaion, 
deprived  Prance  of  tho  advantages  they  had  for  the  employment  of  the  inbubilants 
in  the  fishery,  bnt  at  the  aame  lime  a  new  rival  tvas  raised  up  to  Iho  English 
traders  and  fishermen  in  those  and  the  other  Northern  British  Colonies;  as  the 
profit  tbe  French  iiibabitanta  had  made  under  the  French  Government  by  tho 
fishery  on  Hwar  coaiitB,  as  well  us  on  the  coasts  of  Newfoundland,  naturally  turned 
the  attention  of  the  Brilish  snbjeots  to  the  same  bosincss,  many  settlers  emigrated 
to  Newfonndland  for  the  pvpose,  whilst  others  spread  themselves  along  tho 
shores  of  21ova  Scotia  and  Cape  Breton,  ao  that  there  appeared  evident  danger  of 
the  trade  and  fishery  being  lobt  to  England,  and  that,  iBStesd  of  it  being  a  Brilith 
fishery,  ta  it  had  hitherto  Lei  n,  it  wonld  become  a  Colonial  JUhery,  To  prevent 
the  increase  of  inhabitants  in  the  Island  the  mott  positive  instniclions  were  given 
to  tho  GoTcruora  not  to  make  any  grants  of  land,  and  to  reduce  tho  number  «f 
those  who  were  already  settled  there.  Their  vessels,  as  well  as  those  belongin;;  to 
the  colonies,  were  to  be  denied  any  priority  of  right  in  occupying  stations  in  the 
bnjB  or  harbours,  for  cnring  tho  fish,  over  the  vessels  from  England,  and  the 
Governor  was  instructed  to  withhold  from  them  whatever  might  i>erte  to  encourage 
them  to  remain  in  thelstandj  and,  as  Lord  North  expressed  it,'whenevcr  they 
'  wished  to  have  rooahd  he  was  to  giie  them  raw,  and  whenever  they  wished  to 
'  have  the  raw  he  was  to  give  it  tbem  roasted,'  w.th  a  view  to  secure  the  return 
of  all  the  fishermen  carried  out." 

Whilst  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada  had  money  lnvished  on  them  hy 
the  British  Government,  tlie  policy  so  cynically  expressed  by  this  English 
officifd  was  carried  out  towards  Newfoundland  by  tlie  British  Govern- 
ment down  to  tl'.e  very  heginaing  of  this  century.  It  is  no  marvel  that 
Newfoundland  did  not  thrive  under  such  a  regime ;  the  real  wonder  is 
that  the  settlers  lived  at  all  under  such  oppressive  restrictions.  Eut  for 
their  alhefl  in  New  England,  doubtless  they  would  have  been  oUiged  to 
abandon  their  settlements. 

Our  treatment  by  the  British  Government  has  been  so  stupid,  cruel, 
and  barbarous  that  it  requires  the  actual  pei-usal  of  the  State  Papers 
tg  coaviLce  ns  that  such  a  policy  was  ever  eariied  out.     The  Home 
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Government  have  aacrificed  our  ioteresta  in  every  treaty  with  France. 
The  exposltio  contemporanea,  however,  of  the  old  admiral  governors  on 
the  French  treaties  was  very  different  from  the  complaisant  manner  in 
which  the  illegal  and  arrogant  sggressiona  of  French  naval  officers  are 
treated  to-day.  Falliser  held  the  French  should  neither  trade  nor  catch 
anything  but  cod-fish.  Duff  issued  an  order  prohibiting  French  men- 
of-war  from  visiting  our  coast,  These  stout  English  sailors  upheld  the 
rights  of  England  as  the  sovereign  power  in  Newfoundland  in  a  way 
that  excites  our  admiiution. 

The  third  peiiod  of  our  colonial  history  commences  about  17il.  At 
this  date  we  find  some  attempt  at  government  in  the  appointment  of 
Captain  Crowe,  RN.,  who  convened  an  assembly  of  the  principal 
inhabitants,  a  crude  copy  of  the  New  England  town  meeting,  and  by 
mutual  consent  established  a  rude  code  of  laws.  The  British  Govern- 
ment had  been  for  o'Aer  two  centuries  endeivo'iring  to  rule  the  country 
without  government,  and  to  establish  a  judiciary  without  an  Act  of 
Parliament.  In  1728  the  first  regular  naval  governor  was  appointed  in 
the  person  of  Captain  Osborne,  R.N.  The  fioating  governora,  to  a  certain 
extent,  exercised  authority  over  those  judicial  monstrosities,  the  fishing 
adminils. 

Most  writer3  on  Newfoundland  have  been  very  severe  on  the  naval 
governors.  As  a  rule  the  position  was  held  by  distinguished  officers  like 
Rodney,  Graves,  Palliser,  and,  latterly,  Loixl  Radstock,  My  own  opinion 
is  that  they  filled  a  very  difficult  position,  on  the  whole,  admirably;  of 
course  quarter-deck  law  was  their  sole  guide,  in  the  nide  condition  of 
Boeiely  then  existing  it  was  perhaps  the  best  rule.  Later  on,  as  the 
country  became  more  populous  and  more  civilised,  it  was  simply 
unbearable.  It  was  only  in  1791,  after  fierce  opposition,  that  the  fiist 
Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  giving  the  Colony  a  legally  appointed 
court  and  a  chief  justice  in  the  person  of  John  Reeves,  a  most  admirable 
selection.  He  was  law  clerk  to  the  Privy  Council,  and  by  his  advice  and 
assistance  the  opposition  of  the  West  Country  merchants  to  legal  reform 
was  defeated. 

In  1825  commenced  the  modem  period  of  our  history  with  the 
advent  of  Sir  Thos.  Joim  Cochrane  ;  no  man  ever  did  so  much  for 
Newfoundland  as  this  excellent  Governor.  On  the  1st  of  January  1833 
he  opened  our  first  Parliament.  Since  that  date,  notwithstanding 
great  fluctuations  in  the  fisheries,  nnd  disasters  like  the  great  fires  of 
1817,  1846,  and  the  last  terrible  calamity  of  the  Stli  of  July  1892,  and 
worst  of  all  the  financial  crisis  of  1894,  the  Colony  has  progressed ;  her 
resources  in  minerals  and  timber  are  being  greatly  developed,  railwnys 
arc    being   extended,   steam   communication    and    telegraph   lines   are 
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promoting  civilisation  and  advancement.  The  immense  reBources  of  the 
great  islund  have  been  only,  as  it  were,  tapped  here  and  there.  Agri- 
culture ia  slowly  progressing.  A  greater  impetus  will  be  given  to  the 
Colony  when  the  railway  to  Port-aux-Basques  and  a  steam  ferry  across 
the  Gulf  brings  us  into  closer  connexion  with  America,  and  the  strong 
current  of  progress  and  prosperity  in  the  Dominion  and  the  United 
States.  Besides  our  splendid  fisheries,  timber,  and  mineral",  Newfound- 
land is  without  a  rival  as  a  sporting  country;  with  increased  facilities 
of  communication  we  should  become  the  playground  of  Americn.  With 
her  vast  resources,  her  temperate  climate,  and  her  unique  position,'  the 
future  of  this  ill-used  and  down-trodden  Colony  should  be  brighter  than 
it  has  been  of  yore. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  work  I  have  to  give  sincere  thanks  for 
assistance  received  from  all  quiirteis.  I^ord  Saliabury  allowed  my  son 
free  access  to  the  vast  Etcre  of  information  about  the  Elizabethan  era 
contained  in  the  noble  library  at  Hatfield.  I  have  had  valuable  help 
fiom  American  scholars — Justin  Winsor,  LL.D.,  John  Ward Deane,  A.M., 
Hon.  Charles  Levi  Woodbury,  and  in  a  very  special  manner  from  James 
Phinney  Baxter,  A.M.,  Vici-Pi  esident  of  the  Prince  Society,  and  my 
fellow-countrymen,  Mr.  Phelan,  and  Mr.  Whittle,  of  Boston.  My  thanks 
are  also  due  to  Mr.  Noel  Sainsbury.  From  the  following  friends  in 
Newfoundland  I  have  also  had  valuable  assistance :  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  of  Newfoundland,  Col.  Sir  J.  T.  N.  O'Brien,  KC.M.G.,  the  Chief 
Justice,  Sir  F.  B.  T.  Carter,  K.C-.M.G. ;  in  a  very  special  manner  from  my 
friend  the  lute  Sir  K,  J.  Finsent,  DC.L.,  the  Newfoundland  Govern- 
ment, Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway,  K.C.M.G.,  the  Hons.  R.  Bond  and  A.  W. 
Harvey,  the  late  R.  W.  Lilly,  Nelson  Bailey,  of  Oderiii,  and  the  Hon. 
Stephen  RendelL  I  have  to  thank  G.  H,  Emerson,  Q.C-,  for  old  Blue 
Books,  the  Bishop  of  Newfoundland,  and  the  Bev.  W.  Pilot,  U.D.,  for 
correcting  the  dates  connected  with  the  Church  of  England  in  the 
Colony,  the  Very  Bev.  Bishop  Howley,  who  has  revised  the  notices 
of  events  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  the  Rev.  F  R.  Duffill,  who 
has  done  the  same  for  the  Wesleyan  Church,  From  numerous  friends 
I  have  received  valuable  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  the  chron- 
ology, especially  from  J.  W,  Withers,  James  Howley,  F.G.S.,  my  old 
friends  the  late  J.  J.  Howley,  Wm.  Howley,  and  T,  D.  Scanlan,  the 

■  Newfoundlaucl  liei  in   ifae  North  At-  for  Ibe  iieweit  AtlonlEc  elcsmer.    The  island 

laotii*.  betveeu  the  parallels  of  46"  36'  SO''  formt  an  important  link  in  the  direct  mute 

olid  bV  3V  north  latitude,  aud  belweea  the  from    Europe    to    Montreal.  Chiciigo,  Min- 

tBeriduins  of  53°  37'  ktnd   59°  24'  50"  west  neapotiii,  and   (he   Pacific    Blope;   with   faft 

longitude.     It   is  odIj  12  miles  from  North  steamers,  and  a  railway  to   the   Gulf,  mails 

America,  across  the  Straits  of  Belie  Ii-le,  and  could  be  delivered  id  the  West  much  quicker 

1,640  from  Ireland,  about  SO  hours  steaming  than  by  New  York. 
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Hon.  A-  M.  Mackay,  and  D.  Byan.  To  my  eldent  son  I  am  indebted 
for  notes,  views,  and  maps,  collected  chiefly  at  the  BritiBh  Museum 
and  the  Kesord  Office ;  nnd  I  have  also  to  thank  especially  the  autho- 
rities of  the  British  Museum,  the  libranan  at  Hatfield,  Mr.  R.  T.  Qunton, 
Mr.  Sutclifie,  Mr.  Reddan,  and  other  friends  who  have  assisted  my  son 
in  Kngland.  Ths  illustrations,  except  where  otherwise  stated,  lire  from 
photographs  taken  by  our  excellent  photographer,  Mr.  S.  H.  Parsons, 
to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  permission  to  reproduce  them.  Our  best 
known  writer,  the  Rev.  Dr.  M.  Harvey,  has  written  a  very  able  paper 
on  the  Fishery  Commission. 

I  am  painfully  conscious,  after  all  the  labour,  time,  and  money 
spent  on  the  work,  that  it  is  still  a  very  incomplete  history  of  New- 
foundland. To  writa  a  full  history  would  require  several  voiums, 
and  more  time  and  expenditure  than  I  could  afford  to  bestow  on  it  If, 
however,  I  have  thrown  any  fresh  light  on  the  tangled  story  of  our 
Colony,  if  any  of  my  fellow  countrymen  are  led,  by  its  perusal,  to  take 
more  interest  in  this  "  Newfoundland  of  Ours,"  and  to  understand  her 
history  better,  I  shall  feel  amply  repaid  for  all  the  pains  I  have  tuken  in 
its  preparation. 

Many  of  my  readers  no  doubt  feet  surprised  nt  the  long  delay  in  the 
publication  of  this  work  ;  it  bus  been  caused  by  various  circumstances 
over  which  I  had  nucoiitrol  (public  and  private  business), but  principally 
by  the  desire  to  acquire  fuller  information.  My  American  friends 
strongly  advised  me  to  make  haste  alowly,  and  I  have  followed  their 
advice  to  some  extent,  having  b^en  six  years  constantly  employed  on 
the  work.  Some  of  my  Newfoundland  leadeiB  would  probably  like  to 
know  how  this  book  came  into  existence.  In  1888  I  found  myself 
suddenly  transformed  from  a  peaceful  district  judge  into  a  fighting 
admiral.  In  carrying  out  the  bait^protcction  service,  in  order  to  while 
away  the  tedious  time  on  board  ship,  I  wrote  some  papers  on  "  The 
Home  of  the  Herring";  their  favourable  rpception  induced  me  to  com- 
mence a  short  "  Histoiy  of  the  Newfoundland  Fishery."  After  ihiiiy 
years'  expeiience  and  extensive  reading  on  the  subject,  I  found  that  I 
really  knew  praciioally  nothing  about  our  island  history,  and  that  the 
real  history  could  only  be  acquired  by  much  study  and  research ;  these 
investigations  resulted  in  the  present  work.  The  labour  was  so  enor- 
mous that  I  have  several  times  dropped  it  in  despair.  At  one  time 
I  intended  to  end  at  1713;  however,  I  suppose  West  Country  obstinacy 
prevailed,  so  amid  much  interruption  I  completed  it,  with  manifold 
assistance,  which  I  acknowledge  with  most  sincere  gnititude. 

I  will  conclude  in  the  wOrds  of  a  feUow-countryman,  who,  when 
asked  to  give  information  to  a  parliamentary  committee  on  the  fi-shery, 
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replied :  "  liiiii  and  boy  T  h»ve  b3en  engaged  in  tUe  fishery  forty  years ; 
"  I  may  yet  bs  as  ignorant  aa  the  novice,  but  I  give  my  opinion 
"  according  to  conscieoce,  erudition,  and  intellect."  In  the  saaie  spirit 
I  dedicate  this  book  to  my  readers. 

To  many  of  my  readers,  especially  my  Newfoundland  readers,  the 
documents  set  forth  in  these  pages  will  be  considered  the  most  interest- 
ing part  of  the  book — they  are  chiefly  from  unpublished  records;  by 
others  they  may  be  looked  on  as  the  very  dry  bones  of  history.  In 
order  to  satisfy  my  two  seta  of  readers,  I  huve  therefore  put  these  old 
documents  in  the  appendices  to  the  ebapteis,  wliere  (he  diligent  student 
of  oar  real  history  may  peruse  them,  and  the  lighter-mindeJ  reader 
pass  them  by. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

THE  PRE-COLUMBIAN  DISCOVEBV  OF  AMERICA. 

The  hiBtory  of  America  is  a  modem  history.  Authentic  aDoals  of 
the  New  World  cover  only  four  centuries,  and  commence  from  its 
discovery  by  Columbus  in  1492.  Prior  to  this  great  and  ever- 
memorable  adventure,  there  are  stories  of  voyages,  islands,  discoveries ; 
alluBioQj  in  Aristotle,  Plato,  and  Seneca  to  a  great  country  dimly  seen 
beyond  the  western  ocean.  Nearly  every  European  country  had  some 
such  obecure  tradition ;  the  Spanish  Basques,  the  Bretons,  the  Italians', 
with  their  story  of  the  brothers  Zeno,  the  Irish  Saint  Brendan,  the  trip 
across  the  Atlantic  of  a  Welsh  prince  in  a  ship  of  glass,  with  an  able 
crew  of  twelve  harpers, — all  these  stories  are  interesting  nnd  romantic, 
some,  perhaps,  authentic  ;  at  present,  however,  they  lie  outside  the 
sober  domain  of  history,  in  the  dim  regions  of  myth  and  fable. 

The  Atlantic  voyages  of  the  Northmen  stand  on  quite  a  difTerent 
footing.  Mixed  up  with  a  shadowy  mythology  we  have  a  large  portion 
of  real  history.  The  discovery  of  North  America  by  the  Icelanders  in 
the  tenth  and  eleventh  centuries  of  our  era  is  now  recognised  by 
scholars  as  being  as  true  and  well  ascertained  as  the  landing  of  William 
the  Conqueror  in  England,  1066,  The  Icelanders  claim  to  have  discovered 
Greenland*  in  982.     Here  they  established  a  number  of   settlements, 

'  Id  the  year  634  the  Nonrefnians  were  regioDs,    vii.,   DenmaTk.    Sireden,    Narwa;, 

MqosiDlcd  with  a  country  in  the  Dortb  called  Greenland,   Halinealandoo    [ino^t    probablj 

Groneltud,  coDUDOnly  called  0/c[  Greenland,  I^apland],    Iceland,   and    Scredevindon    [no 

to  difiinguigh   it  from  Spitzbergen.    In  the  doubt  FinlaodJ." 

charter  of  the  Eioperor  LudoTicui  rinn   tu  Pope  Gregoiy  vatics  the  names  of  tome 

i^.   Anxghariiu,  first  Archbishop   of   Ham-  of  tbeee  northern  people  <rho  wei«  included 

bnrg,  dated  834,  publiihed  by  Lindenbrofciua  in  thi»  new  dioceee  so  much  that  some  can 

in    IIOG    (p.    lib),    (which    also    iucludes  scarcity   be  recognised    now.      The   Daniith 

Adam  of  Brcmen'e  work>  we  read : — "  We  Chronicle,  it  teeait,  makes  Gronelsod  to  have 

make    known    to    the    present   and    future  been  discovered  m  earlyB>770;  butaccord- 

•on*    of    God's  Holy    Chnrcb  that,   in   onr  ing  to  (he   Iceland  Cbrouicle,  not  before  9S1!, 

dajs,  by  tho  divine  grace,  a  door  is  opened  it  belns  by  Ibis  lust  account  peopled  by  a 

lor  preMbing   the  Gospel   in   the   northern  Korwegian  who  had   fled  to  Iceland.     The 
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built  cliurches,  forts,  and  houses.  Most  miaute  particulsT3  about  these 
are  given  in  the  saga  of  Erie  Baude  or  Red.  Br.  Rinke,  in  hia  History 
of  Greenland,  says : — 

"111  a  conntiy  where  no  tree  can  grow,  the  fiuiiteat  trace  of  former  bttildinga 

can  be  made  out Eakortok  Charch  cootaiiiB  three  separate  entrances ; 

the  principal  one  ia  covered  with  very  large  flat  nsgnlar  stone,  measaring  about 
twelve  feet  in  length.  In  the  oppoBito  or  eastern  wall  is  a  window  most  skilfully 
arched,  bnt  apparently  likewise  constnicted  from  rough  stones." 

About  a  hundred  places  have  been  found  Rcattered  along  the  coaj^t 
of  Greenland,  and  these 
localities  can  be  identi- 
fied by  reference  to  the 
ancient  sagas. 

The  daring  character 
of  the  Northmen  is 
shown  by  tlie  fact  that 
in  their  small  crazy 
craft  tliey  made  Arctic 
voyages.  Four  miles 
beyond  Upper  navick, 
at  Kingitoarsuk,  a  stone 
hns  been  found  with  a 
Runic  inscription,  stat- 
ing that  it  waij  raised 
by  Erling,  tlie  son  of 
Sigvat,  find  Enride 
Oddsven,  in  1133. 

When     these     ad- 
venturous     Northmen 
reached  Gi-eenland,  the 
most    eiistem    part  of 
North    America,    their 
discovery  of   Labrador 
and  Newfoundland  would  certainly  follow.     The  first  north-easter  would 
drive  their  Binall  unweatherly  vessels  on  to  the  coasts  of  Labrador. 
Their  finding  North   America  is  not  oidy  inherently  probable,  but  is 
proved  to  us  absolutely  by  the  dii-eet  testimonies  of  the  ecclesiastical 
historian  Adam  of  Bremen  and  of  Oderie  Vital,  and  by  a  brief  of  Pope 

trriterf  of  bodi  cbroDiclm.  it  ii  evident,  had  hif  fteojcrapbj  is  terj  nbscure  for  Nineteentb- 

no  kuonli-dxe  of  the  charters  of  rhe  Pope  aod  Centurj   itudeati.      The    Dnnish    aod  Sot- 

Emperor.     Id  1070,  Adau  of   Bremen  sa.yH  wc^iao   UiHorieB  give   1348   m   the  year  ir 

that  Albert    Arcbbiihop   of    Humburn  «ent  — ' — "■  •■■"  -"' — "  "*"  '=—"'—■"  — -  i"-*  ^ 
'  o  Greenluid  and  to  other  paita ; 
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THE  ICELANDIC  COLONISATION". 


Nicholas  V.,  dated  1 4>48,  addressed  to  two  bishops  of  Ic«liiiid  ui'ging 
them  to  take  measures  for  the  support  of  the  Church  in  Greenland* 
Adam  of  Bremen,  who  died  in  1076,  wrote  a  history  of  the  diocese 
of  Hamburg  and  Bremen  between  A.D.  988  and  1072.  He  mentions  the 
names  of  Green- 
land bishops  and 
the  discovery  of 
Vinland  by  the 
Icelanders. 

Gudiid,  the 
widow  of  Thor- 
finn  Karlsefne, 
one  of  the  mo«t 
dbtinguished  of 
the  Icelandic 
explorers  of 
America,  actually 
visited  Rome  on 
a  pilgrimage  after 
the  death  of  her 
hnshand,  about 
1028  or  1030. 

Beyond  stat- 
iDg  these  brief 
facte,  it  does  not 
concern  our  His- 
tory further  to 
dwell  open  the 
pre  -  Columbian 
voyages.       In 

America  the  colonisation  of  the  Icelanders  entirely  disappeared — "  like 
the  baseless  fabric  of  a  vision,  left  not  a  rack  behind."  Their  transitory 
occupation  left  no  result  or  influence  on  the  New  World,  of  which 
they  were  the  tirst  European  settlers.' 


B  BTKPHltlHTB,  ISTO.' 

From  Torfiu%f  "  Orwiiandia  Anliqiia,"  tJoS. 


'  IntbeSluifio M  the  VivtiandVogai/t*, 
tnr  GuBtsT  Storm,  Memoiret  dt  la  SociSle 
BofoU  det  AtiUqnaira  du  Nord,  I8SB,  Kew- 
foundland  u  ncogni*ed  u  the  "  Msrkltuul "  of 
the  Sagai.  There  is  an  interestias  inicle  by 
Sir  D.  WiUoD,  LL.D.,  The  ViHtland  of  Ihe 
Northmen,  in  Ihe  Train,  of  Royal  Society  of 
Canada,  *ol.  viii.,  tec.  ii.,  p.  109. 

*  The  Btrone  resemblance  hetveen  the 
GreeDlnDd  of  thii  nup,  J.  de  la  Cota's,  aod 
ItujrBch'a,  point  to  loine  comnon  eoarce, 
either  None  or  Englidi,  prior  to,  or  as  the 


)  likely  I 


from  auD  or  cold."    B. 

Vinland  liea   which i«   called 

good.  Our  coantrymen  [Icelanders]  have 
thODght  that  lo  the  nouth  it  ends  with  the 
wild  lea,  and  that  a  sound  eeptmtei  it  from 
America."  C.  "Land  of  the  nianis."  For 
other  references  loe  WlHiioil's  JV.  ^  C,  H.  of 
America,  [.,  lUO. 
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CHAPTER  11. 

REIGN  OF  HE  Nit  y  VII. 
1485-1509. 


HSr. — JohnCabot'B  voyage  b  the  ship  3fa/(A«ic,  of  Bristol;  diaco?ered  North  America 
BDd  Nenfoundlftnd ;  sailed  from  Bristol  Znd  Ma;,  retumed  6th  Augueti  grant  of  £10  oD 
loth  August  to  Ihe  discoverer  of  ibe  new  inland  ;  letters  ou  SSrd  August  from  fasqiialigo,  aleo 
□D  Stth  August  and  ISth  Deucmber  from  Soocino,  describing  the  lojage.  Some  jear,  Vasco 
de  Gama,  Portuguese  navigator,  doubled  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Africa.  PeosioD  of  £80  per 
Biioam  to  John  Cabot  OD  revenue*  of  Sristol  on  ISlh  Uecember ;  passed  Great  Seal, 
28th  Janoary  UBS. 

1499. — Wammt  on  8rd  Febniary  to  John  Cabot  to  take  op  six  ihipB ;  Cabot  sailed  along 
the  east  coast  of  North  America  t  arrived  home  with  a  car^o  of  fur  and  fish,  probably  in 
June  1499.  Possible  exploratioo  of  Newfoundland  by  an  independent  English  expe^Ution 
anticipating  Cabot's  an-iv-al  on  part  of  the  coast.  Loans  to  Carter,  Thirkill,  and  Bradley  on 
iiaA  March  and  1st  April  b^  Ueoiy  VII.  letter  on  aith  July  from  Puebla  and  Ayala  to  the 
Spanish  SoTereigns  amionncing  departure  of  Cabot'i  second  expedition. 


ISOl. — English  progress  southwards  mentioned  in  Hnjeda's  charter.  19th  March,  Charter 
from  Henry  VII.  to  Iticbard  Warde,  John  Thomas,  John  Fernandez.  &c.  for  ten  years  ; 
Portuguese,  being  aliens,  to  be  charged  eiini  duties.  Authentic  voyage  of  Cortereal,  sailed 
on  ISth  May  to  the  I^bmdor  coast ;  fifty  naliveH  biougbl  home  oD  Slh  October ;  King  of 
Portugal  said  they  were  the  best  slaves  he  had  seen;  Cortereal  never  retumed;  letters  from 
Lisbon  on  17ih,  ISEh,  19th  October  by  Caotluo  and  Pasquiligo  about  the  expedition. 

I50S. — Grant  On  7tb  January  to  Bristol  men  that  found  "  Thiste."  Grant  on  ISth  JMiuary 
to  Miguel  Cortereat,  who  fitted  out  an  expedition  to  search  for  his  brother ;  probably  sailed  on 
lOlh  May  J  Miguel  never  rtlurned.  Three  Indians  at  Ihe  Court  of  Henry  VII.  Cautino's  map 
of  Cortereal's  voyage,  I9tb  November.  9th  December,  Charier  to  Asbenhunt,  Fernando,  miot, 
and  Gonzalo  for  foity  years,  freedom  from  duties  for  five  yean,  &c.  1  alien  clause  omitted. 


1504. — Probable  date  of  the  French  expedition  to  Cape  Breton.  Grant  on  Sth  April  to  an 
English  priest  going  to  the  New  Island.  A  number  of  French,  Breton  and  Norman,  English 
uud  Portuguese  vessels  resorting  to  the  Newfoundland  fishery.  From  this  period  onward,  for 
a  hundred  years  following,  Newfoundland  was  visited  every  year  by  an  annually  increasing 
uumber  of  English,  French,  and  Portuguese  fishermen ;  subsequently  ^o  by  Spaniards. 

1S05. — Popyngaia  and  cats  brought  from  Newfoundland. 

I50S. — Jean  Denys  of  Harflenr  fishing  in  Newfoundland. 

ISOS. — Rujsoh — first  engraved  map  showing  America.  Aubert,  pilot  of  Dieppe,  voyaged 
to  Newfoundland  g  brought  bauk  two  Indians.  Act  severing  Fish  and  Stock-fishmonger's 
Companies. 
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COLUMBUS.  5 

The  latter  part  of  the  fifteenth  century  forms.one  of  the  great  epochs 

of  history,  the  veritable  renaissance,  the  new  birth  of  the  world.     At 

this  period  begins  the  history  of  America,  the  modem  history  of  England, 

and  practically  the  present  history  of  Europe, 

Many  remarkable  events  combined  to   make   this  age   illustrious; 

the    invention    of    printing,    the     general    use    of     guopowder    and 

artillery   in    war,   and    the  capture  of    Constantinople  by  the  Turks, 

This  last   event   put   to   Sight  numerous 

Greek  scholars,  who  bore   their  precious 

manuscripts  to  Italy,  and  thus  inaugurated 

the  new  learning — commenced  in  England 

by  an  Oxfoid  scholar,  Groeyn,  bringing 

Greek  writings  to  his  ancient  university. 
The   advent   of   Henry  Tudor   to  the 

Throne,  bis  marriage  with  the  beautiful 

Elizabeth    of    York,  the     destruction    or 

impoverishment  of  the  great  feudal  houses 

in  the  Wars  of  the  Roses,  combined  with 

the  vigorous  manner  in  which  the  astute 

Henry  curtailed  their  power,  effaced  them 

for  ever  as  the  promoters  of  domestic  war.  hmbi  v». 

In  place  of  robber  barons  and  the  bloody  ^'ZZ^^^^h^'i. 

civil  feuds  they  fomented,  for  the  first  time 

there  appears  conspicuous  upon   tlie  stage  of  our  modem  history  the 

power  of  the  commoner,  the  merchant  princes  of  England,  and  the  sure 

growth  of  commerce. 

But  of  all  the  causes,  great  and  powerful,  working  at  this  wonderful 

period  for  the  progress  of  the  world,  undoubtedly  the  greatest  influence 

of  all  was  the  daring  maritime  enterprise  which  simultaneously  discovered 
New  Continents  in  both  East 
and  West.  The  immediate 
effect  was  a  great  expansion 
of  thought,  a  great  stirring 
up  of  the  imagination,  all 
wnnderful  things  seemed  pos- 
sible to  the  generation  that 
found  a  New  World.  The 
discovery  of  America  by 
Columbus,  and  the  doubling 
of  the  Capo  of  Good  Hope 
ifur  ir^n„  i-  tt.  *«-w  Jdmir^it,  Offl«.  ^y  Vasco  de  Gama,  gave  the 

Old  World  new  Europes   in 

ABia,  Africa,  Americn,  and  subsequently  Australia. 
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6  BEIGN  OF  HENBT  VU. 

The  voyage  of  Columbus  is  one  of  the  grandest  events)  in  history ; 
it  doubled  the  habitable  portion  of  the  globe,  and  gave  Europe  new 
fields  for  enterprise.  Colombos  believed  the  lands  he  had  discovered 
were  a  part  of  Asia,  and  it  took  nearly  three  more  centuries  to  map 
out  the  whole  configurntion  of  America. 

The  life  of  the  great  Genoese  sailor  ie,  and  always  will  be,  the 
frrandest  romance  of  history ;  age  cannot  wither  it,  time  cannot  stale 
it,  nothing  can  lessen  the  importance  of  this  splendid  achievement.  As 
the  brilliancy  of  a  splendid  jewel  is  enhancpd  hy  its  fine  setting,  bo  (he 
picture8()ue  story  of  the  great  Italian  navigator,  devoted  son  of  the 
Church,  the  last  of  the  crusaders,  has  been  set  in  a  halo  of  glory  by 
the  most  brilhant  writers  of  our  age. 

The  tale  is  ever  fi'esh  and  (ielightful,  whether  set  forth  in  the 
graceful  pages  of  Irving,  the  terse  pellucid  English  of  Helps,  or  the 
grand  sonorous  Castilian  of  Emilio  Castelar. 

The  world  has  lately  been  ringing  with  his  praises,  the  critics  have 
fought  over  his  forty  portraits,  and  the  dozen  Islands,  scene  of  his 
veritable  landfall. 

Alas !  for  the  glory  of  our  Island,  for  the  praise  of  our  discoverer, 
there  are  no  portraits  to  discuss,  no  noble  Isabella  la  Catolica,  no  devoted 
frier.  No  golden  haze  of  romance  surrounds  our  earliest  annals.  The 
story  of  the  discover;  of  Newfoundland  and  I4orth  America,  as  told  by 
the  Cabots,  is  as  dull  as  the  log  of  a  dredge-boat.  Every  picturesque 
element  is  eliminated  fi-om  it,  and  the  great  voyage,  so  pregnant  with 
moral  and  material  results,  is  brought  down  to  the  low  level  of  a 
mere  trading  adventure.  But  though  the  tale  is  dull,  and  still  shrouded 
in  mystery,  it  must  remain  one  of  the  greatest  events  in  history ;  it 
gave  North  America  to  the  English  by  indefeasible  right  of  discovery. 
How  different  might  have  been  the  future  of  this  grent  Continent — 
the  home  of  nearly  seventy  millions — where,  under  orderly  and  settled 
government,  freedom  broadens  slowly  down — where  mighty  industry 
and  bright  intelUgence  have  built  up  one  of  the  richest,  fairest,  and 
freest  lands  the  sun  ever  shone  upon  !  What  miglit  have  been  our 
destiny  had  Columbus,  not  Cabot  with  his  West  of  England  sailors, 
discovered  Northern  America  ?  Heaven  only  knows  what  would  have 
been  our  fate — possibly  a  great  Spanish  possessicn,  with  chronic  revolu- 
tions, disordered  finances,  pronunciamentos,  half-breeds,  and  fusillades. 

Until  quite  recently  the  history  of  the  discovery  of  North  America 
by  the  English  could  not  be  written.  It  is  not  derived  from 
English  recorda  It  can  now,  however,  be .  told  with  a  fair  degree  of 
accuracy,  thanks  to  the  labours  of  Rawdon  Brown  and  other  eminent 
scholars.  We  derive  our  main  facts  from  the  Calendars  of  Venice,  and 
that  great  mine  of  history,  the  Archives  of  Simancas,  in  Spain.     John 
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JOHN  CABOT.  1 

Cabot  wa8  n  Genoese  navigator  and  merchant  adventurer,  experienced 
and  stilled  in  all  the  nautical  knowledge  of  those  days.     Italy— home 
of   art,  science,  literature,  commerce,  and  navigation— gave   to  Spain, 
Fnmce,   and   England    Columbun,   Verrazano,  and  CAbot.      Very  few 
facts  are  known  about  John  Cabot's  life ;  he  was  made  a  citizen  of 
Venice  in  1476 ;  he  had  been   to   Mecca,  where  he  saw  the  caravana 
arriving  from  the 
far     East     with 
spices,  &c     Tho 
date   of  his  arri- 
val   in    England 
is  uncertain. 
•I   Stachey  saya,  in 
1496      he      was 
naturalized 
("  idenized  "),  and 
living  within 
Blackfriars,  pro- 
bably only  while 

he  was   pressing  vbjiice  abodi  ie»,> 

his  suit  at  Court  iv™«oWpn.«. 

There  was  an  important  colony  of  Italiau  merchants  and  money  lenders 
in  London  during  this  reign,  who  may  have  helped  our  explorer  with  the 
king;  Lombard  Street  .perpetuates  their  memory.  All  that  we  do 
know  positively  is  that  Qiovdnni  Gabotto,  or  Cabotta,  or  Qabote 
(anglicised  into  John  Cnbot),  some  time  before  1496,  was  liviog  in 
Bristol,  then  the  chief  city  of  the  West,  At  this  period  Bristol  did  a 
large  trade  with  Iceland,  exchanging  the  fumous  West  of  England  cloth, 
hats,  caps,  hosiery,  and  small  wares  for  Iceland '  stock-fish.  The  grand 
old  church,  St  Murj-'s  Bedcliffe,  still  bears  testimony  to  the  munificence 
of  her  princely  merchant,  William  Canynge. 

The  city  *  had  twice  given  Henry  VII,  a  cordial  reception,  and 
the  king  looked  with  favourable  eyes  on  her  merchants.  Some 
years  before  the  discovery,  Cabot  was  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  sovereign,  and  employed  in  negotiating  with  the  King  of  Denmark 
about  the  English  trade  with  Iceland.*  Doubtless,  on  his  voyag<» 
to  the  island,  the  shrewd,   clever   Italian  sailor  would  hear  all  about 

I   It  u  jiiKt  poseihie  that  lioD'H  Den.  in  Admirxl^  jurisdiction,   od    account  of    the 

BoDarittB  Bay,  is  the  place  where  Cabot  erect-  maoj  voyages  uadertahea  hj  her  merchsnti 

ed  the  arnM  of  Venice,  the  winged  lion,  oa  bin  and  the  great  expense  tbey  had  incurred. 
AntTOjage.  *  A»iPiCH'« //iVlory  of  Neiofouttdland, 

>  Set   Appendix,  p.   34,  Thb  1cki.iI(d  1819,  p.  35.    I  have  nnt  been  able  \a  trace 

FiBHHKT.  AnHpach's  autharity,  but  there  is  na  reasun 

*  Henrj   lY,  had  given   ezemptJont   to  tii  doubt  the  accorau;  of  the  statement. 
Briatol   from   certain   dues,   and   a   ■epurato 
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8  EEIGN  OP  HENEY  VII. 

the  Icelandic  expeditions  to  America.  In  1493,  when  Columbna 
returned  from  his  famous  voyage,  "  All  men  at  the  Court  of  Henry  VII.," 
says  Sebastian  Cabot,  "  affirmed  it  to  be  a  thing  more  divine  tlian 
"  human  to  sail  by  the  West  to  the  East"  Cabot  approached  the  King 
witli  a  Petition  for  discovering  new  lands :-. — 

"  To  tho  king,  our  sovereigne  Lord.  Fleaee  it  your  Hlghnes  of  joar  most 
uoble  and  habuDdBnt  grace  to  grtiant  anto  John  Oabotto  citizen  of  Yenea  Leires, 
Sebaatfaa  and  Sancto  his  sonneya  your  gracious  letters  patentes  under  your  ftrete 
Bele  in  due  forme  to  be  made  acoording  to  the  teuour  hereafter  enaujing  [the 
draft  charter  is  lost]  and  thcf  shuil  daring  their  lyves  praj  God  for  the  proBperonH 
continuance  of  your  most  noble  and  Bojale  Estate,  long  to  enduer." 

This  is  the  earliest  document  definitely  connecting  England  with  the 
New  World.  William  of  Wyrceater  and  Ayala  do  indeed  mention  voyages 
made  at  the  expense  of 
Bristol  in  1480,  and 
from  1491  to  1496,  but 
if  they  bore  any  results 
they  were  kept  secret. 

The  records  tell  us 
that  the  monarch  gave 
him  very  little  en- 
couragement. At  last, 
however,  through  the 
influeqce  of  the  Bristol 
merchants,  he  was  pre- 
vailed on  to  grant  the 
Genoese  a  charter,  but 
solely  on  tlie  condition 
that  he  was  to  have 
a    royal    share    of    the 

profits,       hut       on       no  seal  of  snuT  vil 

account  to  bear  any  of 
the  expenses.     It  is  dated  5th  March  1496  (11th  year  of  the  reign) : — 

"  Henry  by  the  Grace  of  Gad,  &c.,  &c.  .  .  .  Be  it  knoTni  to  alt,  that  we 
have  given  and  granted  to  our  well-belored  John  Cabot,  citizen  of  Venice, 
snd  to  Lewis,  Sebastian  and  Sanctus,  eons  of  the  said  John,  and  to  their  heirs 
and  depaties,  full  authority,  &c.,  &c.,  ...  to  sail  to  all  parts,  conntriea  and 
seaa  of  the  East,  of  the  West  and  of  the  North,  under  onr  banner  and  ensigne, 
with  five  ehips,  and  to  aet  up  our  banner  on  any  new-found-lDnd,  as  our  vaaaals 
and  lieutenants  .  .  .  upon  their  own  proper  coats  and  charges,  to  seek  out 
and  discover  whataoever  isles  ...  of  the  heathen  and  infidels,  which  before 
the  time  have  been  unknown  to  all  Chriatians  ....  to  pay  to  ua  the 
fifth  part  of  the  capiinl  gain  so  gotten  for  ererj  then  voyage;  and  to  return  to 
the  port  of  Bristol." 
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THE  FIRST  LANDFALL.  9 

C^bot,  like  a  wise  man,  inserted  the  names  of  hia  sons  in  order 
to  extend  the  dnration  of  the  charter  to  the  full  extent  of  their  young 
lives,  but  there  is  no  record  to  show  that  any  of  them  accompanied  him. 

On  the  second  of  May  1497  John  Cabot  set  sail  from  Bristol  on 
hia  famous  voyage,  accompanied  by  a  But^undiui  and  sixteen  English 
sailors,  in  a  little  West  of  England  vessel,  about  fifty  tons,  called  the 
Matthew.    We  road : — ■ 

"Thu  year  (1497)  oa  St.  John  the  Baptist's  Day,  the  land  of  America  waa    / 
foand  bj  the  merchants  of  Bristowe,  in  a  ship  of  Bristowe  called  the  Matthew,  the 
which  said  ship  departed  from  the  port  of  Bristowe  the  2nd  of  Maj,  and  came 
borne  again  6th  of  August  following."  ' 

We  can  picture  to  ourselves  the  scene  as  tlie  brave  little  ship  leaves 
the  Avon,  and  the  wind  Slls  her  broad  lug  Bails  as  she  rounds  the 
picturesque  coast  of  North  Devon  on  a  fair  day  in  thu  shining  month  of 
Hay,  and  steers  down  the  Irish  sea,  and  then  on  to  the  great  waste  of 
waters  and  the  far  unknown  ocean.  What  were  the  hopes  and  prospects 
of  the  bold  Italian  navigator  and  his  little  crew  of  sturdy  English  sailors  ? 
Most  likely  he  argued,  "  My  countryman  has  found  land  at  the  south 
"  of  this  great  western  sea.  The  Icelanders  found  it  on  the  north.  It  is  nil 
"  part  of  Asia.  I  will  strike  it  somewhere,  sailing  west."  Many  writers 
consider  that  John  Cabot  could  not  have  made  the  voyage  out  and  home 
in  so  short  a  time.  I  cannot  see  the  force  of  the  argument  Easterly 
winds  generally  prevail  in  the  North  Atlantic  in  early  May,  Given  a 
fair  wind,  these  little  vessels,  with  their  flat  floors,  and  broad  lug  sails, 
could  easily  go  five  to  six  knots  before  the  wind.  Fifty-three  days  out 
from  Bristol  to  Newfoundland,  and  furty-two  days  home,  would  not  be 
a  record-breaking  passage,  even  for  those  days.  We  learn  from  Soncino, 
that  on  this  voyage  Cabot  first  sailed  around  Ireland,  tlien  towards 
the  north,  and  finully  steered  west.  On  the  24th  June,  at  early 
mom,  an  inscription  on  the  Cabot  map  says,  they  first  sighted  the 
New  World. 

Thei'e  has  been  much  learned  discussion  regarding  this  landfall,  and 
after  the  whole  matter  has  been  thoroughly  threshed  out,  there  is  no 
absolute  certainty  as  to  the  exact  point  first  seen.  Strong  ailments  have 
been  put  forward  in  favour  of  Labrador  by  Mr,  J,  P,  Howley,  F,R,G.S,, 
and  others.  The  inscription  on  the  map  of  1544,  attributed  to  Sebastian 
Cabot,*  has  led  many  writers  to  place  the  landfall  at  Cape  Bretun,  but 

■  Fiitl  MSS.,  Hill  Court,   GlotKeiter-  *  The  Cabot  mappemoade  is  now  in  the 

tkire.    See  End.  Brit.,  Vth  edit,,  vol,   iv.,  Paris  National  Library)  it  came  from  Ger- 

p.  SiH).  Tbe  iroi4  Ameriua  showi  it  is  not  maiij,     M.   Harri^se  euggests  that  S,  Cabol 

a  contemporaiy  documeat,  aad  it<  genuineness  placed  the  En);liBh  landtult  on  Cape  Breton 

haa  been  doabud.  when  the  French    had    bc^un    to    colonite 
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there  ia  no  other  evidence  to  support  this  claim ;  in  fact  it  ia  at  variaoce 
vith  contemporary  accounts  of  tbe  voyage,  and  the  inferences  to  be 
drawn  from  the  earliest  maps. 

In  this  colony  an  unbroken  tradition  points  to  Cape  Bonavista,  New- 
foundland, as  tbe  first  land  seen.'  This  tradition  is  confirmed  by  an 
English  map  of  Newfoundland  made  by  John  Mason,  a  distinguished 
captain  in  the  Royal  Navy  of  England  about  1616 ;  opposite  to  Cape 
Bonavista  he  writes  these  words,  probably  copying  the  wording  of  an 
older  map :  "  Firet  found  by  Cahot  " — "  A  Caboto  primum  repei-ta."  *  On 
this  ground,  and  for  other  reasons,  as  a  Newfcimdlander,  I  claim  for 
Cape  Bonavista  the  honour  of  being  the  first  land  seen  in  North 
America.  In  all  pmbability,  St.  John's  was  also  discovered  either  on 
Cabot's  first  or  second  voyage ' 

It  is  possible  that  although  John  Cabot  discovered  Cape  Bonavista, 
he  did  not  so  name  it.  Some  of  the  Portuguese  associitted  in  1501  with 
Eliot's  company  were  from  the  Azores,  and  may  have  called  the 
headknd  after  Bonavista  in  the  Cape  de  Verd  Islands  ;  but  against  this 


Canada  b  order  to  ^in  the  Favour  of  tbe 
Buelish  and  secure  hiB  return,  and  that  hia 
call  in  1047  wai  the  result  of  thU  piece  of 
duplicity  ;  the  map  coutd  not  have  been  pub- 
lished much  before  1546.  Mr.  Joxtiu  Winsor, 
the  Americau  historian,  najt ;  "The  map, 
in  its  confused  nomenclature  imd  antiqualed 
geographical  notioDS  throughout,  indicates  that 
the  draft  was  made  by  a  'prentice  hand — 
probably  by  some  Italian  map  fabricalor." 

Two  things  are  quite  clear,  the  landfall 
of  Cabot  vas  either  on  the  I^abrador  or 
Eastern  Newfoundland  coast,  and  this  map 
is  not  tbe  original  one  made  by  John  Cabot. 

I  "  Bonavista  I  Oh  I  good  sight  t "  is  the 
natural  erclamation  the  old  Italian  might 
make,  as  aftvr  his  long  and  daotterons  voyage 
he  first  caught  sight  oHand,  bright  and  green 
with  the  ipringing  grass  of  June.  There  is 
DO  other  cape  with  Che  same  name  on  the 
eastern  shore  of  North  .America. 

Corlereal  situck  this  part  of  the  coast  on 
bis  Toyaf^,  and,  curiously  enough,  Curtier 
made  Capo  Boaavintn  on  his  first  voyage 
(1531).  Eiaiiing  veBsels  coming  to  Newfonnil- 
land  from  Northern  Europe  nearly  always 
sight  Cape  Bonavista.  Supposing  Cabot  to  he 
steering  tonarda  Labrador,  he  would  meet  ice 
and  run  south,  and  be  very  likely  to  make  iu 
with  the  laud  at  this  point ;  or  even  without 
meeting  the  ice  the  Labrador  currenl  would 
drug  his  vessel  soalh.  Ttadiliun,  probability, 
and  the  certain  evidence  of  Mason's  map 
of  Newfoundland,  made  £78  years  ago,  dc- 
moustrate  almost  to  a  certainty  Cape  Bona- 
vista as  the  landfall  of  John  Cabot.  Cape 
Itace — Capo  Rasso,  Cape  Spear —  Cabo  Spent 
or  Espera,  Bonavista  and  Bonaventura,  are 
among  tbe  euriiest  names  on  ancient  maps. 


The  Reverend  George  Palcrson  fnniisbes 

very  valuable  Information  concerning  the 
Portuguese  explorations,  snd  their  attempted 
settlement  in  Cape  Breton.  I  think  bis  en- 
thusiasm carries  bim  rather  far  when  he 
makel  out  nearly  all  tbe  names  on  oar  east 
coast  as  Ponuguese.  Conception  Bay  ia  so, 
but  Siumaoiila  is  distinctly  Italian  (so  is 
Bvona  Ventura — good  find  I  lucky  hit  I). 
In  Spanish  it  would  be  Buena  VUlai  in 
Portuguese  Boa  Viila.  Hato  is  also  Italian ; 
it  means  shaved,  cut  off — an  excellent  descrip- 
tion of  our  famous  headland.  The  English 
word  raior  is  from  the  sanie  source.  Cabot 
made  at  least  two  voyages  to  Newfoundland  ; 
he  was  a  skilled  seaman  and  map-nuker,  and 
though  the  originals  of  bia  maps  have  all  dis- 
appeared, there  can  be  no  doubl  that  he  made 
H  running  survey  of  the  coast,  named  the 
headlands,  and  marked  tbem  on  charts.  The 
King  map,  1503,  is  the  earliest  to  contain  a 
name  that  baa  tarvived  (unless  the  sup- 
position that  the  Cape  Euglieli  of  J.  de  la  Com 
and  modern  maps  are  identical  is  correct)  ; 
its  Capo  Baso  is  distinctly  Italian,  although 
tbe  map  was  probably  made  iu  Portugal,  thus 
showing  strong  presumptive  evidence  of  its 
b^ng  ucpied  from  a  Cabotian  chart. 

'  Set  p.  lOB. 

'  I  feel  convinceil  Cabot  mw  our  capital 
in  all  its  primitive  beauty,  the  bold  outlines 
of  Che  Hurrounding  hills  clothed  to  ihe  water's 
edge  wilh  the  dark  verdure  of  the  forest;  it 
hiuHt  have  been  a  b<'auciful  scene;  his  navi- 
gator's eye  would  specially  note  ils  unique 
value  OH  a  landlocked  hartnur,  (ho  most  per- 
fect of  its  kind  in  Che  world. 
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ailment  is  the  fact  that  in  most  Portuguese  mapn  Bonavista  does 
not  appear,  whilst  in  the  map  of  Qaspar  Vi^^  in  1534  it  is  given  as 
Boavista,  a  translation  into  Portuguese  from  the  original  Italian  Buona' 
vista,  Yie^ns  and  others  appear  to  have  received  the  name  from 
sailors  on  the  coast,  and  not  from  the  geographers. 

On  his  return  to  England,  August  6th,  1497,  the  old  Venetian 
navigator  was  received  with  great  rejoicing.  On  the  23rd  of  August, 
seventeen  days  after  his  arrival,  Pasqualigo,  a  Venetian  in  London, 
writing  to  his  brother  in  Venice,  says : — 

"  The  English  ran  ftfter  him  like  mad.  Hia  name  is  Zaan  Cabot,  and  thej  call 
him  the  grsal  Adminl."  ' 

The  most  interesting  account  of  the  voynge  is  contained  in  an 
amusing  letter  from  Raimondo  di  .Soncino,  London,  to  the  Duke  of 
Milan,  18th  December  1497 :— , 

"  The  king  has  gained  a  great  part  of  Asia  without  a  stroke  of  the  sword.  la 
this  kingdom  is  a  popnlar  Venetian  called  Zoanne  Caboto,  a  man  of  con- 
siderable abilitj,  most  skilfnl  in  naTigation,  who  having  seen  the  moat  serene 
kings,  first  him  of  Portugal,  then  him  of  Spain,  that  they  had  occnpied  unknown 
islands,  thonght  to  make  a  similar  acquisition  for  His  Majebtj  [Henry  YII.].  And 
having  obtained  the  royal  privileges  which  gave  him  the  use  of  the  land  fonnd  by 
him,  proTided  the  right  of  possession  wos  reserved  to  the  Crown,  he  departed  in  a 
little  ship  from  Bristol  with  18  persoiiB,  who  placed  their  fortunes  with  him. 
Faosing  Ibemia  [Ireland]  more  to  the  west,  and  then  ascending  towards  the  north, 
he  began  to  navigate  the  eosbera  part  of  the  ocean,  leaving  for  some  days  the  north 
to  the  right  hand,  and  having  wandered  enough  he  came  at  last  to  firm  land,  where 
be  planted  the  royal  banners,  took  possession  for  his  Highness,  made  certain  marks, 
and  retnmed. 

"  The  said  llesser  Zoanne,  as  be  is  a  foreigner  and  poor,  wonld  not  be  believed 
if  his  partners  who  are  all  Englishmen,  and  from  Bristol,  did  not  testify  to  the 
tmth  of  what  he  tells.  This  Uesser  Zoanne  has  the  description  of  the  world  in  a 
chart,  and  also  in  a  solid  globe  which  he  has  made,  and  he  thOKB  where  Ae  landed; 
and  that  gtting  toward  the  east  he  passed  considerably  beyond  the  country  of  the 

Tanais The  sea  is  fnll  of  fish  which  are  taken  not  only  with  the 

net  but  also  wilh  a  basket  in  which  a  stone  is  pnt  so  that  the  basket  may  plnnge 
into  water  ....  And  the  Englishmen,  his  partners,  say  that  they  can 
bring  so  many  fish  that  the  kingdom  will  have  no  more  business  with  Islanda 
[Iceland],  and  that  from  this  ooitntrj  theiv  will  he  a  vexij  great  trade  in  Ihefieh 
thet/  call  iloekfith. 

"  They  say,  now  they  know  where  to  go,  the  voy^e  will  not  take  mote  than 
15  days  if  fortune  favonrs  them  after  leaving  Ibemia.  .  .  .  The  Admiral,  as 
Uesoer  Zoanne  is  already  styled,  has  given  his  companion,  a  Bargnndion,  an  island, 
and  has  also  given  another  to  his  barber,  a  Genoese,  and  they  regard  themselves 
as  Counts,  and  my  lord  the  Admiral  as  a  Prince.  And  I  believe  that  some  poor 
Italian  friars  will  go  on  the  voyage,  who  have  the  promise  of  being  Bishops.  And 
I,  being  a  friend  of  the  Admiral,  if  I  wished  to  go,  could  hnve  an  Arcbbishoprick." ' 
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The  king  does  noi  seem  to  have  been  mucli  moved  by  the 
enthusiasm  of  his  subjects.  In  aa  entry  in  the  Privy  Purse  expenses 
of  the  monarch,  this  item  is  found:  "August  10th,  1497.  To  Iiym 
that  found  the  new  isle,  10!."  ■  This  may  have  been  paid  to  the  gn^at 
Admiral,  though  mora  probably  it  was  a  gratuity  to  the  sailor  who 
first  sighted  land.  However,  on  the  13th  December  of  tlie  same  year,  a 
pen-sion  of  20?.  a  year  was  granted  to  John  Cabot,  payable  half-yearly. 
This  was  sealed  on  the  28th  January  following  (1498).  On  the  3rd  of 
February  1498,  the  following  warrant  was  issued  to  John  Cabot : — 

"  To  all  Men  to  whom  tbeia  preaenteie  aliall  come  gretjing  t  Ktiow  ;«  that  We 
oFonr  Q-race  especiale  and  dyvers  caases  ne  moving.  We  have  given  and  granten, 
and  by  these  presoats  geve  and  granot^,  to  our  well  beloved  John  Kabotto,  the 
Venecian,  aufficiente  suctorite  and  power  that  he  by  him,  his  Deputie  or  Depaties, 
eaffioient  may  take  at  hia  pleaanre  YI  Engliahe  sbiitee  ia  any  Porte  or  Portea,  or 
other  placea  within  this,  oor  Realme  of  !k)ngland  or  Obeiaance,  so  that,  and  if  tbe 
said  Bhippes  be  of  the  burthen  of  CC  tonncD,  or  nnder,  with  tbeir  apparail  reqniBit« 
and  uecessarie  for  the  safe  conilact  of  the  said  abippes,  and  theio  convey  and  leade 
to  the  Londe  and  lelei  of  lain  fmmde  by  the  taid  John,  in  our  name  and  by  'our 
commandment.  Paying  for  them  and  every  of  them  as  if  tre  should  in  or  for  onr 
own  cause  pay  and  none  othei-wiae." 

Tills  would  enable  him  to  take  up  six  ships  on  the  same  terms  as  if 
for  the  use  of  the  Royal  Navy,  but  he  has  still  to  pay  for  them  himself, 
and  even  the  noble  pension  of  201.  is  to  be  taken  out  of  the  revenue  of 
Bristol,  not  from  the  king's  own  ample  means.  In  the  spring  of  the 
next  year  (1498)  John  Cabot  went  on  a  second  voyage.  Mindful  of  the 
immense  quantities  of  fish  seen  about  our  island  on  the  first  voyage, 
other  masters  also  came  out  this  year  provided  with  fishing  gear  and 
fishermen ;  from  the  following  Records  we  learn  that  Bristol  and 
Lordon  merchants  fitted  out  ships  with  hats,  caps,  nnd  hosiery,  ttnd  the 
famous  West  of  England  blankets  and  cloth,  to  barter  and  trade  ;  also, 
that  some  money  was  received  from  the  king,  probably  by  way  of 
loan : — 

"  14P8. — Tbia  year  one  Sebastian  Gaboto,  a  Qenoa'a  eon,  bom  in  Briatow 

caused  the  king  to  man  and  victnal  a  ship  at  Bristow  to  aeareh  for  an  island  which 
he  knew  to  be  repleniahed  with  rich  commoditiea.  In  the  abip  di vera  merchants 
of  London  adventured  small  stocks,  and  in  the  company  of  this  ship  sailed  also 
out  of  Bristow  three  or  four  small  shipa  fraught  with  aleight  and  grosse  wares,  as 
coarse  cloth,  cape,  lacea,  points,  and  such  other."  * 

"  April  1st,  1498,  a  reward  of  £2  to  Jamea  Carter,  for  going  to  the  new  iale." 
"  To  Lanalot  Thirkill,  of  London,  npon  a  preat  for  bis  sbipp  going  towards  the 
new  llande,  22nd  March,  1493,  £20." 

"  Delivered  to  Lanncelot  Tirkill  going  towards  the  New  lie  in  presi  £20." 
**  April  Int.  1498,  to  Thomas  Bradley  and  Lanncelot  Thirkill,  going  to  the  new 
Isle,  £30."  » 

)  Stowr's  Amala,  I6lf>,  p.  483. 

'  BiiHTLS\'»  £tt:erpta  Nklorica,  f.  116. 
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In  1500  we  have  nnmiatakeable  evidence  from  Spanish  sources  of 
English  diwoveries,  in  the  map  o(  Juan  de  la  Co^a.'  Cape  Race,  or, 
possibly.   Cape   English,  in 

St.   Mary's    Bay,   is   repre-  I 

sented    by  the  "  Cavo   de  I 

Tnglaterra "        ( "  English  I 

Cape ")  ;  f  urtlier  west  on 
the  same  map  is  an  inscrip- 
tion, "  Mar  descubierta  per 
Ingleses  "  ("  Sea  discovered 
by  the  English").  This 
map  probably  shows  the 
results  of  Cabot's  second 
voyaga' 

The  pension  and  warrant 
are  the  last  records  of  the 
famous  explorer,  John  Cabot. 
He  utterly  disappears  from 
history  about  tbis  period ; 
whether  he  died  or  left 
England,  we  cannot  tell.^ 
He  discovered  a  new  con- 
tinent, and  no  man  knows 
his  grave. 

In  March  1501  John 
Cabot's  patent  seems  to 
have  been  cancelled,  and  a 
new  charter  granted  to  three 
substantial  merchants  — 
Thomas  Ashenhui-ht,  Richard 
Warde,  and  John  Thomas,  and  three  Portuguese  from  the  Azores — 
John  Qonzalo  and  John  and  Francis  Fernando.     In  December  of  the 

'  JciN  UK  LA  CoBi  WM"  s  distinguished  discoreiT.    They  admit,  however,  that  there 

KacayaD  DaTifntor  and  freographer.   Dative  is  no  vtrvretiable  anthoritjfur  thitststemeDt. 

of  SaDloBa.      In   the    list    of   the   crew  of  It  is  \eij  likelj  that  be  loaj  have  been  in 

Columbm'   Teiiel  —  the    Santa    Maria — he  these  cities  mnny  times  io  the  course  of  his 

is   mentioned    aa    "Maestre,"    or    "Sailing  regular    biuinese    at    n    merebaal.     As   the 

Mattet."     He  waa  a  member   of  the  cele-  originator,  probably,  ot  greac-i^ircle   sailing, 

braled  Contr&ctation  House  of  Seville  for  the  John  Cabot  shoved  himself  h  luan  of  great 

promotioQ  of  navigation  and  tbe  examination  originality,     no    mere     servilu     imitator    of 

and  the  licensing  of  pilots  for  tbe  Indies,  Colcmbui ;  he  noticed  also  the  variation  of  the 

'  Pedro   de    Ayala's  tetter    about    this  compass.    The  koonledge  of  these  two  &c(g 

Toyaxe  is  given  at  p.  39.  seems  to  have  constituted  the  life-long  stock- 

*  According  to  the  Spanish  wrilen,  John  in-tiade  of  his  son  Sebastian.     It  is  suggested 

Cabot  was  a  kind  of  second-class  Columbus,  by  Bristol  vriters  that  Cathay   Street  com' 

and  had  been  both  to  Lisbon  and  iievtlle  trying  memoratea  the  Toyages  of  Cnbot. 
to   get  aid  fbr  hit  scheme  of  Tnuuatlaatic 


«  MUltrd't  Map.  lell. 
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Eame  year  another  patent  was  drawn  out  in  favour  of  Hugh  Eliot 
and  Aflhenhurat,  and  two  Portuguese — John  Gonzalo  and  Francis  Fer- 
nando.    Thia  new  charter  gave  the  patentees  the  very  largest  powers,  and 


BtriacH's  HAr,  IGOe.' 

From  l/u  Ptolmv  pKblUhtd  at  Sonu,  ISOH. 

a  monopoly  of  trade  to  the  new  land  for  forty  jears.  There  is  a  special 
reservation  in  favour  of  the  King  of  Portugal,*  whose  subjects  we  shall 
fiml,  later  on,  were  the  most  friendly  and  liberal  to  Gilbert.  As  far  as 
we  can  learn,  Henry's  charter?)  for  the  new  isle  were  so  much  waste 
paper. 

In  the  year  1501  we  have  an  account  of  the  first  Portuguese  voyage 
to  North  America,  made  by  the  noble  and  intrepid  navigator,  Gaspar 
Cortereal.  He  came  on  thia  coast  with  a  charter  from  the  King  of 
Portugal  to  possess  the  land,  and  for  many  years  after  his  death  his 
relatives  held  the  hereditary  title  of  Governor  of  Terra  Nova.'  The 
accounts  of  the  first  voyages,  in  which  he  sailed  along  the  Greenland 

'  Tliia  is  the  first  engrsTed  map  to  rbo-w  liihiocD  fn^dois  to  lr«de  in  the  BraiiU  nnil 

Neirfoandland.    Bujich  »a.y»    he  isiltd    to  elxenhere  in  exchange  for  the  right  of  fishing 

the  nev  counlrj  in  im  English  ship;  he  has  in  Newfounitland. 

been  thought  to  be  the  Burgundian  who  ireot  '  Spain   and   PortuKal   clBimed  the    ne« 

in  Cabot's  first  Tojige;  this  map,  however,  vorld  as  their  on-n;   ttiej  looked  upoo  tho 

was  composed,  it  is  evideot,  at  a  aomeirhat  English  aa  poachers  <in  tht^ir  prewrve*.    I'ope 

later  period.  Alexander  VI.,  in  1493,  dreva  line  of  demar- 

'  PoBBibly  the  Portogaese  granted  Eng-  cation  100  leagues  weal  from  the  Azores  and 
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coast  and  m&de  this  island  and  Labrador,  a||e  shadowy.  His  voyage  in 
1501  is  given  by  Pasqualigo,  the  Venetian  Ambassador,  and  Alberto 
Cantino.  Two  of  his  vessels  brought  home  fifty  or  sixty  natives.  The 
king  was  much  pleased  with  the  description  of  the  country,  on 
account  of  the  timber,  and  lie  said  the  captives — probably  Montagnais 
— were  the  best  slaves  he  had  ever  seen.  The  daring  Caspar  was 
lost  i>n  the  Labrador  coast. 

The  Rev.  George  Patterson,  in  his  very  able  and  learned  paper — "  A 
Lost  Chapter  in  American  History  " — informs  ub  that : — 

"Xmmediately  after  Oaepar  Cortereal'B  first  voyage — 1600  or  1501 — fiehing 
companies  were  formed  in  Tiuia,  Aveiro,  and  Terceira,  Portugal,  for  the  parpose 
of  fonnding  eetubliehments  in  Terra  Nova.  In  1506  the  Einj;  of  Portugal  gave 
orders  that  all  fishermen  retaniing  from  Hen  fonndland  should  pay  a  tenth  part  of 
their  profits  at  the  Custom  Qooae,  At  different  times  Aveiro  alone  had  60  vessels 
Bailing  Xo  Newfoandland,  and  in  1550  150  fishing  vessels.  Eqnal  nnmbers  sailing 
from  Oporto  and  other  porta,  gave  a  large  increase  of  revenue." ' 

This  is  not  the  only  or,  to  us,  the  most  important  of  the  "  lost 
chapters  "  of  our  history.  As  regurds  England's  share  in  this  great 
Transatlantic  codfiahery,  most  writers  have  declared  that,  for  the  first 
half  o£  the  sixteenth  century — from  1600  to  1560 — there  were  no  English 
fishermen  or  traders  in  Newfoundland.  As  I  read  the  testimony  of  the 
Records,  this  is  absolutely  an  incorrect  view  of  history.  The  silence  of 
historiaoB  on  such  a  subject  is  no  evidence  whatever.  Such  a  vulgar 
subject  as  the  fishery  and  fishermen  was  quite  beneath  the  dignity  of 
history.  The  annals  of  the  kingdom  were  the  acts  of  princes.  The 
destiny  of  nations  was  truly,  in  these  times,  the  sport  of  kings ;  con- 
sequently, we  have  every  vagary,  religious  and  matrimonial,  of  Henry 
the  Vlllth,  the  cut  of  Elizabeth's  ruifs,  and  the  colour  of  her  petticoats, 
while  there  is  not  a  word  about  the  daring  fishermen  who  left  little 
obscure  western  porta  to  found  our  Colonial  Empire.  Tiie  public — the 
common  people  who  formed  the  British  nation — seem  to  be  entirely 

Cape  Terde  lelaud*.  meaiured  from  k  point  much  too  far  to  the  eut  t.i  come  within  the 

midway  between  the  two  ;  all  weat  at  this  lioe  PortuKuew  juris  die  lion.    lUbero,  the  Spani^^h 

to  belong  to  Spaio,  all  east  to  Portuftal.     It  officul  cHrt^grapher,  kitos  Greenland  only  to 

b    donbtfU    whrther    the    Pope    orij^nally  the    English,   whilst  our    iiland    is   marked 

intended  to    grant    the   Peninsular    Powers  Tiera  Nova  de   Cortercsl,  and   the    United 

lenitorj    in     America    north    of     Spanish  Slates  as  Tiera  de   EsteTa   Gomez.    In  the 

latitudes,  especially  when  we  consider  that  Maiollo  map  our  island  it  marked    Cortereal. 

England  was  itiil  a  Boman  Catholie  country  In  the  fine  map  of  Mercator  (1569)  we  have 

and  friendly  with   Spain  ;  certainly   by   hii>  much  fuller   geographical    infoTmation,  and 

cbartera    Henry  VII.  repudiated   any   such  the   Portuguese  and   Spanish  pretensions  as 

interjireutioD ;    perhaps     tba     dirorce      of  owners  of  the  whole  new  world  are  no  longer 

Cathetine  and  Uemy 'i  quarrel  with  the  Pope  maintained. 

canaed  the  Spanish  to  claira  all  America  west  '  7rRiM,    jRoi/ai    Socieli/    of    Canada, 

oflheline.    I  tbiok  the  Portuguase  claimed  vol.  viii.,  sec.  ii.,  p.  145,   1S90.     The  Par- 

our  island  at  first  under  pretence  of  prior  dis-  lugutsa  on  Ike  north-east  coast  of  America,  jv., 

covery.aadnot  by  virtue  of  the  Papal  decision.  by  Ber.  Q.  PAimiBSOti,  D.D. 
In  the. earlier  maps  Newfoundhind  ww  placed 
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ignored.  Take  the  very  latest  English  Histories  on  the  Tudor  Period, 
and  you  will  find  about  three  lines  on  the  discovery  of  North  America, 
and  a  hundred  pages  devoted  to  Anne  Boleyn.  The  true  history  of 
the  period  can  only  be  found  in  the  ICecords  and  the  grand  old  Acts  of 
Parliament,  It  it  on  the  undoubted  evidence  of  the^e  ancient  docu- 
ments that  I  base  my  argument  tfaat  England  governed  Newfoundland 
and  participated  in  her  fishery  continuously  from  the  earliest  period. 
It  b  certain  that  Cabot  made  two,  if  not  three  voyages,  and  that  the 
second  was  partly  for  trading.  The  following  entries  show  that  there 
were  English  or  Anglo-Portuguese  trading  voyages  to  the  new  isle  in 
the  first  years  of  the  sixteenth  century : — 

'•  1502,  jMinftry  7.— To  men  of  Briatoll  that  fonnde  Thisle,  £5. 

"  1502,  Sep.  30.— To  the  merchantB  of  Briatoll  that  have  bene  in  the  Newe- 
fouudo  Launde,  £20. 

"  17th  Not.  1503.— To  one  that  brought  haiikes  from  the  Newfonnde  Island,  £1. 

"  8th  April  1504.— To  a  Preste  that  goeth  to  the  New  lalande,  £2."  ' 

"1505,  25  August.— To  Claja  going  to  Richmond  with  wjide  catta  and 
popjngaja  of  the  Nowfoiind  Island  lor  his  costs  13/4. 

"  25  September  [Pj.^To  Fortzngales  that  bronght  popyngaJB  and  catta  of  the 
monntaigne  with  other  etuf  to  tho  kinges  grace.' 

"  This  year '  (1502)  were  brought  uuto  the  king  three  men  taken  in  ye  Newfound 
Islands  by  Sebastian  Gabote  before-named,  in  Anno  Domini  1498.  These  men  were 
clothed  in  beast  skins  and  eate  raw  flesh,  but  spake  such  a  language  as  no  man 
could  nnderetand,  of  the  nhich  three  men  two  of  them  were  seen  in  the  king's 
court,  at  Westminster,  two  yeeres  after.  They  were  clothed  like  Englishmen,  and 
conld  not  be  discerned  from  Englishmen.''  * 

We  have  further  proof  that  the  West  of  England  was  foremost  in 
these  ■  enterprises.  Will  anyone  for  a  moment  believe  that  these 
Devonshire  fishermen — the  moat  pugnacious  and  pertinacious  race  in  all 
the  three  kingdoms — ever  entered  upon  a  moat  profitable  businesa  and 
then  gave  it  up  ?  This  argument,  strong  as  it  may  appear  to  anyone 
acquainted  with  West  Countrymen,  is  not  all  or  even  the  strongest  proof ; 
the  unanswerable  argument  is  contained  in  the  Acts  of  Henry  VIII., 
1541,  and  Edward  VI.,  1548  (referred  to  in  my  next  chapter),  where  the 
Newfoundland  fishery  is  classed  with  old-established  trades  like  the 
Iceland  and  Orkney  fisheries.  Then  we  have  the  statements  of  Hayes 
and  Parkhurst  abont  the  ancient  and  established  rule  of  the  English 
in  the  Colony.  How  could  it  be  established  or  ancient  if  English  fisher- 
men were  absent  from  Newfoundland   from    1500   to  I5C0  ?     A   late 

'  Biktlht's  HitloTta  Excerpta,   1831,  a  PorlugneM  word, "  |iapagnjo,"  for  a  bright- 

pp.  136,  li9,  131,  133.  coloured   bird,  probabl.v  ao  owl  or  hawk ; 

'  Cf.  Af  [on/e]  de  Gallo  la  the  Msjollo  these  birda  are  Tcry  abandanC  on  tlie  island, 

map,  and  the  numerous  Cat  Ba3'a,  &c.  on  our  and  in  great  variety. 

Gooit.     Thie  animal  waa  the  Canadian  lynx,  '  It    is    gcnemlly    thought    that    theie 

called  in  Neirfunadland  "  wild  cat  "i  it  was  DatWet  were  brought  over  in  1S03,  and  that 

very  common  in  the  early  daye,  nod  Head-  Sebastian    Cabot's   name  waa  an    em 

Constable  O'Reilly  informs  me  they  are  still  interpolation  of  some  later  tranicribar. 
Bbundanion  the  west  coast.    I'opinjayis  from  ^  Stovb's  Aiintila,  1615,  p.  4B&. 


lOOglC 


EKQLAND'S  SHARE  IN  THE  NEW  FISHERY.  17 

Engliiih  writer — J,  A,  Doyle — "The  English  in  Ameriai,"  speaks  of  tlie 
JSngUsh  sailurs  of  this  time  as  "jeopardizing  their  lives  on  the  dreary 
"  coast  of  Labrador,  and  bringing  home  strange  birds  and  savage  men 
"  to  amuse  the  citizens  of  London."  Does  Mr.  Doyle  suppose  the 
Devonshire  fishermen  let  the  French  and  Portuguese  reap  all  the  benefits 
of  this  splendid  and  profitable  fishery,  which  Raleigh  declared  in  his 
day  was  the  mainstay  fuid  support  of  the  western  countries,  and  content 
themselves  with  catching  hawks  and  capturing  Indians?  Truly,  this 
would  not  be  the  West  Country  way  ! 

From  contemporary  records  we  ean  now  state  pretty  accurately 
when  the  various  nations  began  to  fish  in  Newfoundland,    The  English 
in  1498 ;  the  records  show  their  continuous  operations  from  that  date. 
The  Portuguese  appear  to  have  commenced  the  fishery  in  1501,     The 
first  acconnt  of  the  French  is  in 
1S04.     There    is    a  record    of    a 
voyage  of  Jean  Denys,  of  Harfieur, 
to    Newfoundland  in  1500;^  he  is 
said  to  have  made  a  map   of  the 
Island,   which  has   been  lost.     In 
tlie    Paris    National    Library   the 
following  record  has  been  found  by 
M.  HarriBse ; — 

"  Let  a  note  be  made  of  the  mark 
of  mj  boats  and  barks  wbich  I  leave  in 
Kewfonndland  in  the  haven  of  Jean 
Denye'  called  BoDKoonBt." ' 

As  we  have  seen,  the  first  and 
chief  result  of  the  discovery  of 
North  America  was  the  immediate 

establishment   of  a  great  fishery.  tsBimxn  cuwt.* 

In  all  ages  of  the  world  the  fishery 

has  been  the  mother  of  commerce,  the  parent  of  navigation.  The  cod 
fishery,  pursued  by  Englishmen  first  in  Iceland,  and  afterwards  on  a 
larger  scale  in  Newfoundland,  made  E^nglishmcn  sailors,  and  Britain 
a  great  maritime  Power.     De  Witt  says : — 

"  The  navy  of  Enslnud  became  formidable  by  the  diBcovery  of  the  inexpressible 
rioh  fishing  l»ink  of  Ncwfonndland." 

>  Buniflio's  Delle   Naeigatiotii,   1550,  time  at  WbiUball, from  whencGitdisappesrcd. 

Tol.  iii.i  P-  *33,  Ac.  Mr.   Biddi«    found    and    purchased   it,    but 

I   Parit      National     Library  ;     MSS.  nofortuDBtelj  it  was  burnt  at  hia  hotne   iu 

FrO»V'J''i  21,!09.  I'ittsburgh,  Pa.,  in  1815,  not,  however,  before 

*  From    Wixsoa'a   N.   ^    C.   Hiil.   of  two  aooi  copies  had  been  made,  from  one  of 

Mr.  Charles  Ueane  (^.  J-  C.  which,  bj  Chajunnn,  this  enjrravinjt  is  made. 
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It  wae  this  industry  that  Gnt  started  the  early  colonisation  of  North 
America ;  the  fishery  was  the  powerful  incentive  that  bound  England 
to  the  New  World  for  a  century.  The  first  attempted  settlement  of  New 
England  by  Gosnold  and  Brereton  in  1602  was  to  prosecute  this  fishery. 

It  ia  amongst  the  popular  fictions  of  American  history  that  when  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers  moored  their  barque  on  the  wild  New  England  shore, 
their  sole  object  was  to  worship  God  in  their  own  way,  and  to  kill 
Quakers  after  their  own  fashion,  but  sober  history  tells  quite  a  difierent 
tale.  In  Winalow's  "  Brief  Narration  of  the  True  Grounds  or  Causes  of 
"  the  first  Planting  of  New  England,"  it  is  stated  that  when  the  Puritans 
sent  agenta  from  Leyden  to  the  High  and  Mighty  Prince  James  to  gain 
hia  consent  to  their  going  to  America,  the  king  at  once  asked,  "  What 
profit  plight  arise  ? "  They  answered  in  one  single  word — "  Fishing,"  "  So 
God  have  my  soul,"  said  the  royal  Solon,  "  'tis  an  hcnest  trade;  'twas 
the  Apostles'  own  calling " ;  and  so  they  obtained  leave  to  ga  They 
sought  a  pldce  for  their  settlement  convenient  for  cod  fishing  and 
whahng,  and  in  1624  they  sent  to  England  a  ship  laden  with  salt- 
codfish. 


The  time  of  the  discovery  of  Newfoundland  was  a  fortunate  period 
for  England.  Henry's  love  of  money  kept  him  from  war,  and  under  his 
peaceful  reign  Britain  began,  as  it  were,  to  ^id  up  her  loins  for  the 
great  onward  race  that  was  to  commence  in  the  succeeding  reigns.  In 
order  to  understand  the  importance  of  the  discovery  of  the  New  World 
to  England,  we  must  first  try  to  realise  the  contemporary  history  of  the 
Mother  Country. 

At  this  distance  of  time  it  is  difficult  to  picture  to  ourselves  how 
amali  and  unimportant  England  then  was.  She  had  a  comparatively 
small  foreign  trade,  principally  in  wool.  To  encourage  this  manufacture, 
it  was  made  law  that  everyone  dying  should  be  buried  in  wool.  Even 
this  small  commerce  was  principally  in  the  hands  of  foreigners.  Fancy 
an  age  that  had  neither  tea  nor  coflee,  when  potatoes  and  tobacco  were 
unknown.  Except  for  very  rich  people,  who  had  game,  there  was  no 
fresh  meat  to  be  had  all  through  the  winter.^  Fish,  fresh  and  salted, 
formed  the  chief  article  of  winter  diet.  To  our  forefathers  of  that  age, 
therefore,  the  discoveiy  of  the  fishing  grounds  of  Newfoundland  was  a 
veritable  God-send— a  piscatorial  El  Dorado.     Codfish  was  gold  in  these 

■  Ilticis    OF   Mrat  and  Beer. — The  nas  one  peniiT.     SpBuiants  tvere  aBtonished 

pricrr  of  meat  in  the  TudOT  a^^e  :  Icwt.otbeef,  at   the   Endlish  food.     "'I  hey  live   in  poor 

4s.  Sd.  i  beef  and  pork,  about  \d.  per  lb. ;  houies,"  laid  the  lordly  dons,  "  but  thej  fiite 

loutlaQ,  3  farthings  per  lb. ;  ithen  the  quarter  as  well  as  a  kjiifr."    These  prices  should  be 

of  malt  was  2i.,  ale  was  one  half  penny  per  niulliplied  several  times  to  bring  them  up  to 

gallon;  nhen  it  inse  to  4j.,  the  galloD  of  ale  modem  money  value. 
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old  days.^     The  Hietoiy  of  NewfouDdland,  especially  ita  earliest  annals, 
is  ewentjally  a  Iiistory  of  the  cod  fishery. 

It  is  a  strange  feature  in  those  turbulent  times',  aiiiicUt  wars  and 
rumours  of  wars,  to  find  fishermen  sailing  unnoticed  fivim  little  hnrbnurs 
in  Northern  Spain,  Portugal,  France,  and  the  West  of  England,  spring 
after  spring,  daring  the  dangers  of  the  western  seas,  the  fogs,  the  thick- 
ribbed  ice,  and,  worse  than  all,  the  erring  captnins — as  old  Whitboame 
called  the  rovers,  pirates,  and  sanguinary  sea-robbers  of  that  wonderful 
age — to  gather  a  harvest  in  the  new-found-land. 

These  traders  escaped  the  notice  of  kings  and  clironiclei's ;  their 
humble  calling  ensured  their  safety  for  the  first  half  century.  In 
Newfouudtand,  besidts  the  fisheries,  they  carried  on  a  great  free 
tnide ;  oils  and  wiuea,  a^d  fruits  of  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  were 
exchanged  for  English  cutlery  and  West  of  England  cordage,  cloth-hat», 
caps,  and  hosiery.'  The  business  was  most  profitable  all  round ;  it  built  up 
the  West  of  EnglaDd.  Each  year  these  old  mariners  came  out  with  the 
easterly  winds  in  the  spring.  Of  the  French  and  Portuguese,  some 
fished  on  the  banks  and  brought  their  fish  home  green,  but  the  majority 
met  in  St.  John's  every  year,  spring  and  autumn.  From  this  harbour 
they  spread  themselves  out,  north  and  south,  to  carry  on  the  shore 
fishery,  each  nationality  going  together  in  small  companies  of  from 
four  to  six  ships ;  returning  to  St.  John's  as  a  rendezvous  each 
nation's  shi^is  sailed  home  together  in  convoy.' 

Whilst  the  cod-fisher  pursued  his  calling  in  some  snug  harbour — 
Spaniard's   Bay,   Portugal   Cove,    Biacayan   Cove,   Frenchman's   Cove, 

'  Pbicb  op  Fish,  1512  lo  tS9S.— Bibl  were  West  of  England  cloth   aod  Uridport 

Fkbcv'b  HoiiBEHOLn  EiPBKBBB.   "  item  Ui  be  cordage.     Even  in  our  time,  the  S|>amBnl« 

paid  to  the  caid  Bicbatd  Gowge  and  TboauB  bought  Gaodrj^'e  linen,  twineH.  and  cotdage 

I'en^j  (o  make  proritiion  for  cil  Block-BHh  in  St.  John's  to  take  bnek  to  fijiaiti. 
for  the  expeottj'a  of  idv  honce  for  a  bole  y ere  *  The  numeE  on  the  east  coast  of  Neir- 

after  yil  obol  the  pece  bj  eellmacioo.    And  foandland,  eapeciBlly  about  Conception  nnd 

HO  the  hole  »on»ae  for  full  conlenlacion  for  Trloity  Bij,  all  proru  the  early  occupation 

the    said   Gtock-finh    for    one    hole    yere    is  of  these  localities  hj  the  Ku-!ll«h.    There  is 

XXXIII  jd  (33«.  3J.)  not  a  solitarj  foreign  name  In  Trinity  Bay, 

Same  account  for  her-  To  escape  the  exactiaua  of  the  CrgHsh,  vho 

rinas  for  a  year      -    IH  10».    Od.  ruled  over  all  from  the  very  eomnienceinent 

Salt  fiih  cod  for  one  of  the  hsherj',  the  Tortuguese  spread  Ihem- 

yeAT      -        -        7     18     it.    Od,  selves  sjiitb,  veet.  and  uorlh.    Canier  met 

Bed  berrtngs     -        -      S    St.    id.  Portnguese  vessels  in  the  Straits  of  Utlie  Isle, 

Salt  salmon       -        -      S     0>.    Off."  and  we  see  from  the  Biuqne  recordH  (page 

Nr wf ODodlaud  fish,   in   the  days  of  Queen  4H)  tbat  (he  banly  Biicayaus  Gshed  tofteibet 

Kliiabeth,   was  sold   at   1i)(.  per  100  fish —  in  small  companiee  of  two  and  three  vencels. 

equal  to  50j.  per  qtf.    This  would  b«  quite  'The  list  given  of  the  various  ports  frequeuted 

ap  lo  the  old  West  Countryman's  toast  iu  bj  then,  shows  how  widely  spread  weru  their 

KewfoundlaDd — "  the  I'opo  siid  ten  dolUrs  "~  operations.    Their  great  object  was  lo  avoid 

a  price  per  quintal  often  got  in  Spain  early  in  contact  as  much  as  poisihle   with  the  ov<t- 

this  imatatj.  bearing  English  ;  tbeir  poor  ragged  hireling 

'  Two   onlcles  in  which   the    West    of  crews   had  no   chance  in  a  fight   with   the 

fUigland   were  pre.eminent    Id   the   days    of  Devonshire    fteebooters.     In    tbu    south    of 

Eliubeth  (and  for  which  Devon  and  Dorset  Newfoundland,  it  is  made  pan  of  u  lisher- 

aie  still  celebrated  in  the  teign  of  Victoria)  msn's  igieemcnt  that  "  a  share  of  a  wreck  " 
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English  Harbour — the  more  daring  spirits,  chiefly  the  Biscayans,  chased 
the  seal  and  the  walrus  in  the  Gulf,  and  followed  the  dangerous  trade  of 
the  whale  fishery.  The  head-quarters  of  the  latter  were  the  Bamea 
Islands  (the  present  Magdalen  Islands),  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle,  and 
the  north-east  portion  of  the  Gulf  of  St,  Lawrenca  They  followed 
their  quiet  avocations  armed  to  the  teeth.  Each  vessel  mounted  cannon, 
and  his  rude  arms  always  lay  alongside  the  fislierman  as  he  plied  his 
oar  and  cast  his  net.  But  they  were  merry  souls  amidat  all  the  dangers 
of  the  Eeas,  wars,  pirates,  and  rovers.  Each  week  the  Admiral  of  the 
port  retired,  and  at  every  change  the  new  official  gave  a  feast  to  all. 
The  cheap  and  generous  wines  of  Europe  would  then  be  freely  circulated, 
and  the  sombre  woods  of  the  little  port  be  enlivened,  perchance,  by  the 
chanson  of  the  French  or  the  rattling  of  the  castanets  and  lively  airs  on 
the  Spanifth  guitar.  If  it  was  a  Basque  port  the  fun  would  be  fast  and 
furious — theie  would  be  the  national  Gaita  (the  bag-pipes)  and  song, 
dance,  and  single-stick  with  broken  heads,  to  enliven  the  feast. 

If  there  were  English  there  they  would  be  admirals  and  rulers  over 
all,  and  woe  hetide  the  foi-eigner  who  disobeyed  the  West  Countryman's 
orders,  or  d.-ired  to  do  anything  on  Sunday  but  drink  and  feast. 

We  are  indebted  to  a  French  lawyer,  Lescarbot,'  who  was  one  of  the 
first  French  explorers  of  Nova  Scotia,  for  a  graphic  description  of  the 
snrroundiogs  of  those  ancient  fishermen.  He  says  one  old  master. 
Captain  Savalet,  of  the  little  French  frontier  seaport  of  St.  Jean 
de  Luz — 

"  ReceiTod  us  with  all  the  kindueaa  in  the  world.  The  good  honest  man  told 
me  that  the  same  voyage  was  the  forty-aecond  voyage  that  he  had  made  in  those 
parta,  and  nevertheless  the  Newfonndland  men  do  make  bat  one  a  year.  He  was 
marrellously  pleased  with  his  fishing,  and  told  me,  moreover,  that  he  took,  every 
day,  fifty  crownes  worth  of  fish,  and  that  his  voyage  would  be  worth  £1,0C0.  He 
paid  wages  to  sixteen  men  and  his  vessel  was  of  eighty  tnnnes  and  wonld  carry 
100,000  dry  fiabes."  • 

Besides  this  description  we  have  an  ancient  picture  of  the  mode  of 
fishing,  the  stage,  the  water-horse,  the  splitting-table,  the  pews,  the 
flakeH,  the  hand  barrows ;  all  are  exactly  like  those  to  be  found  to  this  day 
around  our  shores.     The  hook  used  was  very  large,  and  the  barb  shaped 

shall  form  part  o!  his  compensation,  and  in  '  Mabo   Lescarbit — ■■  Arocat  en  Par- 

the  ElizabethsD  days  the  spoils  of  a  Spaniard  lament  " — 4«Die  out  lo  Annapolis  (the  French 

was  considered  as  regular  an  inctdenl  in  the  Port  Itojal)  with  Poutrincourt  in  160S.     He 

fishery  as  the  ahare  of  cod.    All  foreigners  was    a    jovial     fellow,    who    enjoyed     the 

made  St.  John's  Iheir  rendeivons  for  convoy.  rough   life   with   the  Indians,  fishinji,  shoot- 

The   end  of  August  was  a   ninal  time  for  ing,  and  campinj;  out.    He  helped  to  found 

sailing,  and  the  pTtnence  of  so  many  Portu-  the  first  settlement  in  Nova  Scotia  (Acadie). 

gaese  and  other  foreign  veasels  in  St.  John's  For  a  promenade  in  the   winter  he   built  a 

dnrins  Gilbert's  visit  ie  thus  sccoanted  for.  covered  verandah  to  their  house.    We  owe 

The  great    Portuguese  fishing  fleet,    which  to  this  whole-souled  lawyer  " 'Phe  History  of 

in   the    Klizubfthan    age  employed    several  New  France." 

thousand   men,  is  now   represented   by  two  '  LsnctRnoT's  N^ova  FratKia,  London, 

banltiug  schooners,  end  about  fifty  fishermen.  1609,  p.  129. 
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like  a  harpoon.  The  dress  of  the  fisherman  is  quaint;  each  worker  is 
represented  with  a  long  bib — the  barvel — reaching  from  his  neck  to  his 
toes,  tied  in  at  the  waist,  long  boots,  a  sort  of  mop  cap,  or  something 
like  a  soft  felt  with  the  brim  turned  down,  or  else  the  "borra"  copied 
from  the  Basque,  like  the  bonnet  or  Tam-0'Shanter  of  the  Highlander. 
All  wore  broad  leather  belte  ;  braces  are  quite  a  modem  invention.  I 
have  never  seen  a  barvel  myself,  but  an  old  frierid,  Mr.  John  Piko  of 
St.  Lawrence,  tells  me  he  can  remember  when  all  the  fishermen  used 
them  ;  they  were  made  of  sheep  skin,  with  the  wool  inside,  the  outside 
coated  with  tar — long  aprons,  like  the  dress  of  the  ancient  fishermen, 
fastened  with  a  belt  This  was  before  the  invention  of  oil  clothes. 
Barvels  were  used  by  fishermen  all  along  the  Nortli  American  coast 

The  shore  codfishery,  known  amongst  the  French  as  "  La  peche 
sedentaire,"  was  pnrsued  very  much  in  the  same  manner  as  it  is  carried 
on  to-day.  The  boats  went  out  before  dawn,  returned  with  their  loads, 
the  fish  were  thrown  up  at  the  stage  heads,  split,  and  salted.  The 
splitting  table,  the  trough,  known  as  the  water  horse  (for  washing  out 
^  the  fish  after  salting),  the  flakes  (stages  raised  on  piles  and  covered  with 
bought),  were  all  in  general  use  from  the  very  commencement  of  this 
great  industry. 

The  bank  or  deep  sea  codfishery  was  carried  on  very  differently 
from  our  modem  methods.  The  men  all  fished  from  the  ship,  each  in  a 
sort  of  giingway  hung  over  the  side  of  tho  vessel,  as  depicted  in  the 
engraving. 

In  those  early  days,  when  bultows  were  unknown  and  traps 
undreamed  of,  the  old-fashioned  lisliernien,  with  their  primitive  hook 
as  big  as  a  small  killock,  with  a  huge  lump  of  lead  or  iron  for  a 
sinker,  and  a  rough  strong  iiemp  line,  caught  codfish  galore.  Some  of 
the  early  writers  stated  that  the  fish  were  so  abundant  that  tho  bears 
used  to  catch  them  ;  I  have  heard  an  old  planter  declare  that  the  cod 
crowded  into  tlie  land  so  in  his  time  that  he  has  seen  a  dog  catch  fish ; 
Jukes,  in  his  "  Excursions  in  Newfoundland,"  mentions  a  dog  of  George 
Harvey's,  Isle-aux-Horts,  which  caught  sculpins.  Although  the  early 
cod  catchers  fished  mostly  with  hook  and  line,  they  had  nets  in  addition, 
for  the  capture  of  herring,  and  were  acquainted  with  the  use  of  seines, 
for  the  taking  both  of  bait  and  larger  fish. 

The  English  was  entirely  a  shore  fishery,  on  the  principle  of  shares, 
the  owners  of  the  vessel  receiving  two-thirds  of  the  catch,  the  crew 
one-third.'  The  Bretons  and  Normans  also  divided  the  proceeds  of  the 
voyage.    The  French  and  Spanish  Basques  and  the  Portuguese  all  paid 


:dt>vGoogle 


22  .    REIGN  OF  HENRY  VII. 

their  men  wages.  The  Portuguese  were  partly  shore  tishennen,  partly 
bankers.  The  Spanish  Basques,  or  Biscayans,  shore  fisliermen,  whalei-s, 
and  sealers.  The  French  were  nioatly  bankers,  and  carried  tlieir  fish 
home,  as  they  do  now,  green,  to  be  afterwards  drifd  and  made  in 
France ;  many,  however,  were  engaged  in  the  shore  fisheiy. 


At  first  the  English  had  very  small  \essel8,  their  average  size  being 
less  than  fifty  tims ;  by  Whitboume's  time  they  had  incveaaed  to  about 
eig'.ity  tons.  From  the  very  earliest  peiiod  the  English  had  a  cairj'ing 
fleet  (sack  ships) ;  as  the  small  over-crowded  fishing  ships  weie  not  able 
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to  convey  the  product  of  their  voyage,  so  larger  vessels  took  the  dried 
fish  to  the  Mediterranean  markets.  The  Bretons  and  Normans,  who 
frere  deep-sea  fishermen,  braved  the  dangers  of  the  Atlantic  in  'wretched 
little  tuba.  Much  larger  craft  were  employed  by  the  Basques  and 
Portuguese ;  we  read  of  Basque  vessels  of  four  hundred  tons,  manned  by 
forty  men. 

Besides  carrying  on  a  shore  fishery  the  fishermen  did  a  barter  trade 
with  the  Indians  for  furs,  and  like  good  Christians  they  tried  to  convert 
the  dusky  savages.  When  one  of  the  chiefs  was  being  taught  the  Lord's 
prayer,  he  came  to  a  full  stop  when  he  was  told  to  say,  "  Give  us  this 
day  our  daily  bread  "  ;  he  asked  if  he  prayed  for  bread  alone,  would  he 
get  any  fish  or  moose  meat  i  "  I  am  afraid,"  says  Lescaibot,  "  the 
sincerity  of  their  conversion  is  very  questionable." 

The  uncouth  West  Country  name— The  New-founde-lande — which 
has  remained  the  designation  of  our  Island,  applied  in  the  sixteenth 
century  not  only  to  this  Colony,  but  also  to  Nova  Srotia,  New  Bruns- 
wick, Cape  Breton,  Prince  Edward's  Island,  and  the  islands  and  coasts  of 
the  Gulf  of  St,  Lawrence,  even  down  to  the  State  of  Maine.  Foreigners 
called  these  countries  by  the  generic  name  of  the  "  Baccalaos  " — the  laud 
of  dried- cod-fish. 

By  1509,  Henry  VII.  was  gathered  to  his  fathers  ;  he  never  dreamed 
of  the  mighty  empire  in  the  West  which  his  subjects  were  founding — 
tbe  New  England  that  was  to  be.  Ignoble  and  inglorious,  however, 
as  were  the  days  of  his  reign,  they  serveil  as  a  peaceful  preparation 
for  the  coming  time — the  golden  age  of  his  descen'lant.  Queen 
Elizabeth. 
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APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  IL 


I.  The  Iceland  Fiiherj. 

The  Icelaod  trade  sod  fishcrf  ia  tK- 
qaeutly  mentioned  ia  the  Kecordi ;  I  think 
it  embraced,  aa  the  Newfoundland  fieber;  did 
ID  later  times,  B  much  irider  area  than  the 
naiae  implied.  IVobftblf  fishermen  frequently 
brought  their  product!  to  Wntmnnuj-,  not 
ooiy  from  "  Gunnbeom's  Skenries  "  and  the 
eut  coaat  of  Greenland,  bat  alio  from  Ward- 
boOHe,  beyond  Cape  North,  and  from  the 
T.uffoden  I>land«,  the  higher  prices  realised 
for  the  cure  of  the  real  Iceland  flab  making 
it  profitable  to  bring  fiah  from  other  tocalitiei 
to  be  re-Buld  as  "  Iceland."  The  extent  and 
rnmiScations  of  the  trade  and  exchange 
formerly  carried  on  in  Iceland  and  the 
adjacent  leai,  and  England's  share  in  it, 
are  not  fully  reBlised  by  historiuu.  The 
mention  of  a  "  Btoberkouae "  in  the  will 
of  John  Sparks,  of  Cromer,  in  1483  (Btx'b 
Cromer,  Pail  and  Prmtnt,  p.  51),  and 
the  depiction  of  an  English  «hip  whaling  in 
Olaus  Maonub'  Carta  Marina,  1588  (*ee 
Wmbor'b  JV.  ^  C.  B.  of  A.,  i.  IZS),  look  as 
if  KngliBhmen,  a<  well  m  BinOBynera,  were 
eogatied  in  the  fifteenth  century  iu  whaling. 
Mr.  Palmer  says  the  English  merchants  went 
to  Wardhouse  for  berrings.  I  Boppose  for 
bait  (Palmek'b  JtfaiuAip,  i.  811). 

English  Gsliemien,  accustomed  to  range 
oTcr  the  whole  uorth-easteni  littoral  of  the 
Athntic,  would  not  be  likely  to  allow  the 
Dew  opening  in  the  weit  to  remain  loog 
andeveloped.  There  seems  tome  gronnd  for 
supposing  IliBt  the  Labrador  section  of  our 
fishery,  reached  by  way  of  Cape  Farewell, 
was  at  first  reckoned  (s  a  pari  of  the  Iceland 
voyage,  and  the  catch  sold  as  Iceland  fish. 
(Cr.  Zieolrh's  mnp  of  Grovlandia  and 
7'erra  Baeallaot,  ISSS  ;  we  read  [from  East 
Greenland],  "  Inde  continuator  littori  term 
Baccallaos.") 

Bob«rt  Bacon,  a  mariner  of  Cromer,  who 
captured  James  I.  of  tkoiland  in  1405,  claims 
to  have  been  the  discoverer  of  Iceland  (Rtk'b 
I'rimitr,  Pait  and  Prtttnt,  p.  49)  i  this, 
probably,  only  means  that  he  wbb  the  fint 
Crumer  man  who  engaged  in  the  trade- 
in  HOO  England  had  fishery  rights 
around  the  Island  (CoUor  MSS.),  but  CTen  in 
1360  it  must  have  been  a  regalar  voyage, 
for  one  Nicolaa  of  Lynn  had  been  five  times 


of  ancient  fishing  in  Iceland."  Kohl,  in 
Ilia  Ditcovery  of  MtuRt  (p.  IIS),  quoting 
from  MagDueseo.  says  that  in  one  snowtlomi 
in  April  1419,  as  many  as  25  English  vetsels 
were  wrecked,  and  their  erews  drowned  \  the 
disatier  was  attributed  to  the  treachery  of 
the  islanders,  and  an  anned  force  was  sent 
from  Knglsnd  to  take  revenge.  Kohl  ali>o 
says  that  EnglisbmeD  frequently  landed  (nd 
furtified  themselves  In  Iceland,  and  acted  as 
if  they  intended  to  retain  permanent  posxeH- 
sion  of  the  island.  This  statement  is  borne 
out  by  a  map  made  about  1620,  marked 
No.  4  in  Kunlgmann's  atlas,  which  ihone  the 
English  standard  on  the  island. 

The  following  records  from  Bytoer's 
Tadera  show  to  some  extent  the  course  of 
English  commerce  in  the  north  in  the 
thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  fifteenth  oentuties. 

Fnoit  Btuie'b  Fadera, 
Letter  in  1!1T,  hom  Henry  III.  (o  the 
King  of  Norway,  saying  he  witt  gladi;  pro- 
mole  commercial  inttrcourse  with  that  tealei. 
Letter  from  the  King  of  Norway  in  1S84, 
asking  Edward  to  protect  the  Norse  mer- 
chants from  the  Germans  while  in  England. 
In  1309,  Edward  II.  told  the  King  of  Nt^way 
he  would  be  glad  to  renew  the  ancient  ftiend- 
ships  between  the  realms.  Jo  ISIl,  compen- 
sation was  claimed  far  injuries  committed  on 
the  lailon  of  an  Eoglisb  ship  wrucked  in 
Norway.  In  ISia  there  are  two  complaints 
from  Edward  II.  to  the  King  of  Norway,  that 
certain  English  ssilorB  were  Imprisoned  in 
Norway,  and  Edward  asks  the  Norwegian 
king  to  listen  to  the  petition  of  the  English 
merchants  i  and  later  on,  in  the  same  jear, 
he  requests  the  restoration  of  the  gooda 
of  the  Englishmen.  In  1316,  eompeusMtou 
was  claimed  for  injuries  done  to  some  mer* 
chants  of  Rerwick  by  Korvregiini.  In  1S6I, 
Edward  III.  demanded  restitution  to  W.  de 
Slokesbf  and  other  English  merchants  whose 
•hip  was  plundered  at  Cost,  in  Norway.  In 
140S  license  was  granted  to  the  EU^ lish  mer- 
chants in  Norway,  Sweden,  and  Denmark^  to 
elect  gavrmor: 

In  1411,  Henry  IV.  informed  the  coaitcil 
of  North  Berne  [BergenJ,  that  he  had  for- 
bidden the  Hanse  merchants  to  leave  England 
in  consequence  of  the  injuries  d<Kw  to  English 
merchants;  he  also  informed  them  that  he 
bad  granted  licenses  to  nine  merchants  at 
8l.  Rololph  to  leave  England.  In  141S.  the 
merchant*  of  Leno  ^Lynn)  wem  iUtreoied  hf 
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the  Hbdm  ;  Henry  IV.  dcatred  the  L;riiD  aod 
BuiM  mercluiits  to  inirMtigaU  the  matter. 
On  agth  NoTsmber  Uia,  the  English  king 
IcTbeds  fiflhetmeD  fco'os  <°  Iceland  and  tbe 
other  iiltndt  of  Norway  and  Denmark,  eioept 
in  accordance  with  a)t£i«nt  cwtoiHi.  In  1416, 
a  ihip  wax  gTBOled  (a  tbe  Daninb  ambiusudor 
la  nturn  home.  In  1432  there  is  a  reaolution 
lo  send  ambiiaawlorF  to  DeDouu-k. 

On  28tb  Jnnnary  14SB,  a  lioenie  wai 
given  to  John  Bp.  of  Shalholt  in  Iceland,  to 
take  a  ship  to  toelaad  and  send  it  bock  with 
nierchandi»e  [?  fi«h}  tor  the  pajrmetit  of  his 
creditors.  Similar  liceuse  to  John  Bp.  of 
HoUr.  On  26th  February  a  license  to  John 
Secheford  and  Johu  Candeler,  to  export  com 
and  other  victuals  to  Iceland  for  the  use  of 
the  Bp.  of  Scalbelte,  confessor  of  the  Kins  of 
Denmark.     On  ISth   May   1444,  there   is  a 

firoclamation  to  the  sherifts  of  Loodon,  Nor- 
olk,  and  six  other  placra  to  forbid  all  persnns 
(RtinK  to  Iceland  or  other  parts  prohibited  by 
the  King  of  Denmark.  On  4th  December 
I44J,  there  ia  a  safe-conduct  to  Godauio,  Bp. 
of  Shalholt,  to  go  to  Iceland,  and  retam. 
Id  tbe  spring  of  145ii,  all  ships  were  debarred 
from  going  to  Iceland  except  two  of  Canjoge's. 
Id  1447,  the  Dean  of  Salisbnt;  went  as 
unbassador  to  Deumark ;  and  in  1449,  Sir  B. 
Shottisbroke.  On  4th  Jnly  14S0,  there  is 
(he  exempiificatioD  of  a  safe-conduct  nntil 
Michaelmas  14S1  from  the  King  of  Denmark 
to  Eoglisb  merchants,  and  of  a  license  from 
tbe  manhall  anil  master  of  tbe  chamber  of 
the  King  of  Denmark  to  John  Wolffe,  of 
England,  to  trude  to  Iceland. 

Danish  ambassadors  were  in  England  in 
1464,aDdatrestywuinadeiu  146S  with  Den- 
mark, at  Hamburgh.  In  14T3,  Edward  IV. 
promisod  to  keep  the  treat;  for  two  years,  and 
bold  a  diet  to  settle  differEoces.  Tbe  King  of 
Denmark  himself  proposed  to  or  did  come 
to  England  this  year,  tor  a  safe-conduct  was 
granted  to  him.  In  1476,  the  treaty  was 
renewed  to  147B,  and  again  to  1480,  during 
which  time  a  diet  was  to  be  held.  A  fresh 
treaty  was  signed  In  1479.  On  aind  October 
14T8,  there  is  a  Itcense  to  John  and  Thomas 
Alcok  to  trade  to  Iceland,  and  on  April  S4th, 
I4B8,  a  flinber  lioense  lo  Robert  Alcok,  of 
Kingittm-Dn-Hull,  to  send  a  ship  laden  with 
metchandise  lo  loelaod. 

In  the  course  of  the  n^oliatiaus  in  ISOO. 
Rjmer  notices  tbe  exemplification  of  a  Irealy 
made  in  14H9-9D ;  this  was  eiidenilj  the  basis 
of  all  arrangements  during  the  sixteenth 
century.  It  miut  have  been  in  settling  this 
treaty,  or  in  the  further  discussion  whicG  took 


fwmdiand,  p.  2S  i  no  authority  given). 

Id  liBl  the  Danes  complsined  of  injuries 
done  to  tbeir  subjects,  sod  Uenry  VIII.  made 
■  count er-CMUplainC  that  SO  Englishmen  had 
been  killed  that  year  in  Iceland,  and  Cromwell 
tD  1984  has  a  "  remembrance  "  of  the  lusies 


of  a  Mr.  Honyng  tbece  (Reenrdt).  The 
Eoglisb  also  bad  many  oonflici*  with  tbeir 
riTald,  the  Uannc  merchants,  Tnis  fishery 
had  another  special  danger;  (he  Scotch  used 
to  lay  in  wait  for  the  ships  on  their  way 
home  and  capture  them — they  did  this  eren 
lite  in  Elizabeth's  reign  (Uecordt,  1584); 
for  this  reason  we  constantly  read  of  ships 
being  sent  to  "  waft  "  the  Iceland  Sect  past 
the  Scottmh  coast  (Reeords,  13:i3).  It  was 
tbe  custom  at  Yarmouth,  at  a  Corporation 
dinner  given  on  Black  Friday  (before  Palm 
Sunday),  to  remind  the  mayor  to  write  for  a 
convoy  for  the  ICfland  fleet  (Palmkb'b  Mati- 
thip,  ii.  62). 

The  following  interesting  Icelandic 
Annals,  which  Mr.  York  Powell  has  very 
kindly  literally  translated  for  me.  give  a 
graphic  picture  of  the  earl;  fishing,  and  show 
the  clo:w  social,  ecclesiastical,  and  commercial 
connexion  which  existed  between  the  two 
countries  in  the  fifteenth  centuiy.  Mr.  York 
Powell  says  there  are  several  notices  of  tbe 
Iceland  flstiery  in  Coofbu'b  Appendix  lo  the 
Failera. 

EnTBIEB    tH    THE    TcELAHDia    AXNALS. 

"  1S86.  Ame  abbot  of  Lyaa  beheaded 
o7  England  and  all  hie  ship's  crew  by  the 
Duggars  and  all  can  overboard, 

"  1849.  At  that  time  a  cog  Hailed  unt  of 
Entclnnd  with  many  folk  aboard  and  laid  in 
off  Borgen'bay  and  was  but  little  unladen 
when  all  the  folk  died  on  board  and  as  soon 
as  the  gocds  came  into  the  town  off  the  ship 
the  townfolk  sliaigbtwa;  began  lo  die.  Then 
the  sickness  went  all  over  Norway  and  laid 
it  so  waste  that  there  did  nol  sarvive  one- 
third  part  of  the  people  of  the  land.  Eng- 
land's cog  sunk  with  nigh  all  tbe  goods  and 
tbe  dead  and  it  wa*  not  unladen.  More  ships 
and  busses  sunk  with  their  cargo  and  men  yet 
noladen. 

"  1413.  A  ship  came  from  England  eait 
of  Deerbolmsey ;  tbey  rowed  out  to  them,  and 
they  were  fishenoen  out  of  England ;  that 
same  tall  there  were  fire  of  the  Englishmen 
that  parted  from  their  companions  and  csme 
ssbore  east  of  Horn  out  uf  a  boat  and  said 
they  wished  to  buy  food  saying  Ihsl  they  had 
starved  on  the  boat  many  a  day.  These  five 
Englishmen  were  here  the  winter  over,  for 
their  ship  was  away  when  they  went  back  for 
ber  nod  all  aboard  ber. 

"  1413.  A  merohant  ihip  came  out  of 
England  to  Iceland  tbe  skipper  was  named 
Biohard  New  be  bad  tbe  king  of  Norway's 
letters  to  let  him  sail  in  bis  realm  with  hia 
merchant  ship  (reel;  .  .  .  many  bought 
wares  of  him  down  at  the  sound  [H^nafiordJ 
bnt  many  wise  men  took  it  ill.  He  sailed  a 
short  while  after,  be  never  came  back  to 
Iceland.  Vigus  Ivarsaon  took  an  oath  from 
him  that  he  would  be  faithful  and  true  to  the 
eountry.  The  five  EngliBbmen  that  had  been 
here  over  the  winter  euled  with  him. 
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"  FUhermen  from  EngUod  came  adrth 
oft  Iceland  aod  look  some  meat  off  a  yeoai»a 
and  left  noney  inBltad  thereof.  Item  the 
£[iE)i*h  feiied  !□  the  EaatBrtba  tome  sheep 
in  Papey  off  Elfetfirtb.  There  niled  hhhEr 
out  of  England  that  lammer  30  fishing  boats 

"  1'here  c&me  5  Eoglifjh  ships  to  Icelnr.d 
and  lay  inside  ihe  WritroaDneya.  There  came 
out  a  letter  sect  trom  the  English  king  to  the 
CDmrnoDalty  and  the  best  men  in  the  country 
to  allow  leave  of  trade  to  his  mea,  especially 
in  the  ship  that  belonged  to  him.  At  first 
thej  Ulked  about  the  Bergen  tariff  but  the 
Englibhmen  vould  not  lake  part  therein. 
Afterwards  they  traded  each  man  u  it  suited 
him  best. 

"  Two  nights  before  Althsllowsmass  there 
was  a  fire  at  HergeQ.  Tbe  fire  broke  out 
first  in  the  Eaglitkiuen's  yard. 

"  HIS.  That  same  eummer  6  ships  from 
England  lay  near  Hafhscfirtb,  Franklin 
Vigfus  Iwarssou  nailed  out  to  England,  and 
he  had  wiib  him  60  lasts  of  dried  fish  and  a 
good  deal  of  pure  silver. 

"  UlS.  On  Tbornday  there  came  such  a 
bad  gale  with  snow  that  far  and  wide  round 
the  land  English  ships  were  wrecked  no  fewer 
thao  2S,  all  the  men  were  lost  but  the  goods 
and  pieces  of  the  ships  were  washed  up.  Tbe 
storm  came  on  a  little  before  daymeal  and 
did  Dot  last  till  high  day. 

"  The  Icelanders  wrote  this  year  to  King 
Eric  of  Pomerania  respecting  foreign  traders 
and  fishers. 

"  1420.  Thorleif  Arnason  sailed  hence 
and  fought  with  the  English  at  sea  and  made 
Korway  safely, 

"  U25.  There  were  taken  on  the  West- 
manneys  Baltazar  and  Sir  Hamos  and  flitted 
over  to  England,  few  thought  that  a  loss. 

"  1436.  Baltazar  came  out  and  was 
greeted  as  Goveroor  by  all  He  sailed  back 
to  England  tliat  same  summer,  with  them  that 
he  had  come  with. 

"  1427.  Bishop  John  Johnson  of  Holar 
Ckme  oat  to  Uarnarfirth  with  the  English. 

"  14SB.  Many  shipwretke  by  reason  of 
the  great  storms  at  sea  IS  ships  wrecked  at 
Acrenets.  Two  seiareens  were  cast  up  at 
Musarne as  far  on  to  the  mire,  all  nnhurt. 

"  1429.  The  Lord  Bishop  John  Johnson 
came  to  Hotar  from  England.  {He  had  gone 
back  to  England  for  a  while  in  1427. J 

"  1430.  In  that  same  year  there  came 
ont  hither  to  this  country  Bishop  John 
GeridissoD  Bishop  of  Scalholc  he  came  with 
bis  ship  to  Hafnarfirth  Wednesday  next  after 
the  mass  of  Jobo  the  Baptist  The  lord 
Ushop  eame  out  of  England  where  be  had 
stayed  the  wiutT  before  .  .  .  two  priests 
came  out  hither  with  Lord  John  Bishop  of 
Shalholt  one  named  Matthew  the  other 
Nicholas.  Priest  Nicholas  sailed  back  that 
■■me  summer  later  ou  and  with  him  many 
lasts  of  dried  fish  in  the  bishop's  name,  for  it 
was  easy  ibr  him  to  get  fish  and  other  things 


fcr  the  people  of  this  country  favoured  the 
bisbop  rather. 

"  146T.  The  end  was  that  Sir  Biom  was 
■lain  by  the  Enj;lish  at  Itif  .  .  .  and  in 
vengeance  thereof  afterward  in  the  summer  she 
[Ihe  Lady  Olaf]  had  all  the  English  slain 
and  she  had  twelve  of  them  bound  with  a 
lope  and  all  their  heads  cut  off. 

"  ISIO.  In  the  days  of  Hi  shop  Stephen 
was  a  fight  at  the  Westmanneys  between 
Englisbuien  and  the  men  of  Side  [an  Ice- 
landic district].  There  fell  14  Englishmen 
and  one  priest  of  the  Icelanders  Sir  John  hy 
name  and  he  wai  called  '  butter-nose.'  .  .  . 
Some  years  after  in  1518,  or  thereabout, 
there  was  a  fight  between  tbe  English  and 
the  Hamburgers  in  Hafnarfirth. 

"  IS30.  Erland  of  Strand  and  his  men 
fought  with  the  English  in  Urindwick  .  .  . 
he  also  slew  two  Englisbmeu  guiltless  .  .  . 
one  named  John  Dalton  ...  the  Olbet 
was  called  Nicholas. 

"  In  the  days  of  Bishop  Gredmand  the 
Dutch  [Germans]  and  Eoglish  fought  at 
Grindwick  .  .  .  The  Uutch  came  on 
them  unawares  and  drunken.  There  fell  14 
Englishmen  ani  their  skipper  Ricki  Bray. 

•'  1520.  Sir  Martein  sailed  nine  winters 
with  the  English.  .  .  he  first  sailed  with 
Kobert  that  married  his  sister  Gudlang 
Enias's  daughter  here.  The  bridal  was  at  tbe 
cut  of  the  English.  The  English  brought  a 
tun  of  wine  out  of  every  ship  Bud  there  lay 
9  ships  there.  The  feast  lasted  halt  a  month. 
They  sailed  thence  that  same  summer  and 
Sir  Marleb  with  them,  be  went  to  an  English 
school  [university]." 

Bristol  at  one  time  took  a  leading  positioD 
in  the  Iceland  trade.  In  1436  Henry  VI. 
granted  a  license  to  John,  the  Bishop  of 
Holar,  who  was  then  in  Loudun  from  Iceland, 
in  which  he  authorised  him  to  engage  John 
May  [of  Bristol],  with  his  ship  the  iTatAertn*, 
fbr  a  voyage  to  Iceland.  May  was  to  act  as 
the  bishop's  attorney,  and  to  transact  his 
bnebe.ss,  us  the  bishop  did  not  wish  to  leave 
Euglaod  (Rtmke'b  Fsdera). 

In  1450.  all  ships  were  "stayed"  from 
tbe  Iceland  and  Finmark  voyages,  exception 
only  being  made  in  favour  of  two  ships  of 
William  Canynge,  who  had  lent  the  king 
money  (cf.  SEVBft  and  Gai.lawav).  For 
the  next  fifty  years  ai  least,  Bristol,  through 
Canynge'a  enterprise,  was  the  chi^  market 
for  dry.cod,  and  her  historians  claim  the  most 
important  port  in  Europe  ;  from  her  wharves 
ihe  products  of  tbe  Northern  fisheries  were 
distributed  all  over  tbe  Latin  Slates.  The 
merchant  marine  of  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
naa  employed  largely  in  carrying  for  tbta 
trade;  Columbus  in  I4T7  and,  no  doubt, 
Cabot  and  Cortereal  engaged  in  it ;  in  fact, 
Cabot  mast  have  had  great  expnienco  in 
Iceland  to  be  entmsted  to  conclude  an 
agreement  about  the  fishery  with  Denmark. 
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Though  the  trade  up  to  the  diworerr  of 
America  hud  beea  coDlrolled  by  Brisiol  mer- 
cbaats,  I  can  only  find  oae  occaaioD  recorded 
in  vhich  West  Country  shipx  went  to  Iceluud 
durinjc  the  aixteeoth  Moturj (_lifcardt,  lay4). 
This  does  not  br  toy  meauB  prove  Ibat  uo 
other  ships  wcDt,  bat  the  marked  abgencc!  of 
the  names  of  weilFni  pr^rts  from  the  liiilB  of 
those  tbai  »ent  ships  to  Icelaud  is  siguiGciiDt. 

Id  1510  Henr/  VIII.  repealed  an  Acl, 
e  Henrj  VI.  cap.  ii.,  14S9.  by  which  it  was 
■greed  that  alt  Englisbnien  g'>iiiR  to  buy  flrh 
were  required,  upou  pain  of  forteiture  of  all 
goods,  to  go  to  the  "  staple "  town  nf  North 
Itergen,  where  they  would  enjoy  the  samj 
ri^ta  M  the  Hanse ;  the  Act  uf  Ueurj  VI. 
WIS  to  prevent  the  great  ditorders  then 
oocnrring  at  the  fishery.  Hear;  VI.  va«  a 
nephew  of  the  King  of  Denmark. 

The  repeal  of  ibis  old  agreement  with 
Denmark  was  probably  to  gire  relief  to  the 
east  coast  traders,  who  wcie  already  feeling 
the  elFeci  of  NewfouDdland  competiiioD. 

Id  I&IT  there  were  3<i0  English  traders 
in  one  port,  Hafnar  Fiotd,  hut  in  1581  the 
entire  fleet  apparently  numbered  only  Sim, 
probably  all  from  SofTolk  and  Norfolk 
(as  Eliz.  cap.  Tii.>.  In  1S33,  for  some 
reason,  only  SS  ships,  all  from  (he  ea^t 
coast,  appear  to  huve  composed  the  Iceland 
fleet;  thpy    paid  £414    duty  on   tbeir  vutch. 

In  1523  we  appear  to  have  further 
evidence  that  the  opening  up  of  onr  fii^hery 
was  affecting  this  trade,  Ibr  we  lind 
Christian  II.  asking  Henry  VIII.  if  be  wished 
to  trade  to  Iceland  {Records).  The  frequent 
changes  also  in  the  Charters  of  the  Stock- 
lishmoDgen  would  seem  lo  indicste  that  there 
was  a  disiurbiog  element  felt  in  London  in 
the  early  part  of  ihe  siiteeuth  century  (cf. 
Hbbbebt's  TuKlve  Licery  Co.'f). 

In  1512  Ibe  cott  of  "great  dry  Uissc- 
londe  fish"  was  38>.  4if.  for  every  \'li ; 
next  year  it  was  sold  to  Uuvemnent  for  the 
army  at  53«.  9JJ.  per  lODI  (IteconU).  This 
shows  indirectly  the  enormous  profits  which 
must  have  been  made  ■□  the  Newfoundland 
fishery  for  the  first  half  of  the  century.  Later, 
when  these  high  prices  could  no  longer  be 
maintained  owing  to  tbe  Reformation  aud  the 
ioereasing  supply  or  Newfouudland  fish,  we 
have  constant  complaints  from  merchants 
about  false  counting,  especially  of  cod  fish 
imported  in  barrels.  (LiOMdoiBne  lUSS.,li>i3, 
^.  ;  5  Elii.  V.  made  it  illegal  to  import  cod  in 
barrels).  It  is  interesting  10  notice  a  petition 
in  1S6S  (when  uo  doubt  the  market  vas 
flooded  with  Newfoundland  fish)  which  slatrs 
that  badiv  dried  fish  was  beiDg  brought  in 
andsold  as  "  Iitiand  "  fish.  {Hatfield  MS.) 
I  think  this  rettn  to  Labrador  fish.  The 
profits  of  the  Bastlanden,  who  bod  clung  to 
the  Iceland  Irade,  were  evideutly  dwindling 
away ;  they  could  Dot  aSord  to  sell  their  fish 
at  IIW.  per  lUO. 


As  the  NewfouDdlaud  trade  monopoliicd 
the  energies  of  Ihe  West  and  South  coast  of 
England,  very  little  attentiuu  was  paid  to  Ice- 
land by  the  Oorernment;  Baitlanders,  feeling 
the  effect  of  low  pricvs,  ceased  to  pay  their 
license  fees  to  the  King  of  Denmark.  In 
1580  the  merchants  of  Eastland  complainrd 
of  Dr.  Bodgert'  unjost  deniandB.  (Hatfield 
MS.)  Bodcers  was  evidently  asking  for 
dues  owing  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  as  hi9  is 
the  same  person  who,  iu  159^,  requested  the 
renewal  of  the  Commercial  Treaty  mentioned 
below.  In  1585,  however,  the  nercbants' 
remonnrance  appear  to  have  been  attended 
to.  us  there  is  an  Order  in  Couoeil  on  July  S.%, 
"  for  redreasiug  the  wrongs  of  the  English  in 
Iceland"  (Rerordt). 

On  the  aiBt  June  151.0,  the  King  ot 
Deomark  wrote  that  he  had  received  the 
charge  of  C.  Ferkins,  the  Queen's  ambtssador, 
hut  must  defer  rdplying  thereto  as  his  coun- 
sellors are  absent.     (Ktmkh.) 

A  further  petition  wus  presented  by  the 
East  Coast  traders  in  1591  :  — 

"  Time  out  of  mind  we  have  proceeded 
to  Iceluud  for  tbe  buying  of  slock  fish  and 
t.iking  of  green  fish  such  as  codd,  ling  &c. 
Now  are  prevented  at  We^lmauey  [Iceland] 
from  pitehiog  booths  or  buying  fish.  Used 
t.i  pay  when  we  had  booths  5  marks,  if  only 
for  fishing  one  angi^l  aod  a  barrel  of  salt  or  U 
barrel  of  beare  no  more.''  {Hatfield  MS.) 

Tbe  loss  of  revenue  wss  evidently  keenly 
felt  in  Denmark.  We  find  a  warrant  in  1580 
allowing  the  king  himself,  in  his  own  ships, 
to  import  a  cargo  of  fish  duty  tree  to  Uorwich, 
and  take  away  some  Wiltshire  woollen  goods 
and  tin.     {Hatfield  MS.) 

Matters  reaehed  a  climax  in  1592,  when 
the  agreement  allowing  the  English  10  fish 
in  Iceland  bad  not  been  relieved  for  twelve 
years,  though  terminable  every  seven  year.s 
and  the  King  of  Denmark  was  "offended" 
{Rer.ordi)  i  tbe  reason  teems  to  have  been 
that  tbe  trade  was  carried  on  at  a  loss,  for 
Italeigh  next  year  said  tbe  Newfoundland 
was  the  only  profitable  fishery,  "the  New- 
foundland voyages  are  Ihe  only  ones  making 
any  profit."    {Hatfield  MS.) 

On  the  81b  July  1595,  the  King  of 
Denmark  wrote  to  Elizabeth  to  say  he  cuuld 
permit  Englishmen  to  fish  in  Iceland  except 
at  Westmaney,  which  is  reserved  for  the 
Court ;  be  Complained  of  the  conduct  of 
English  fiihemten.     (BmsB.) 

In  1398  the  setute  of  Denmark  advised 
Sir  T.  Egerton,  Lord  Buckbarkt,  aud  Ihe 
Karl  of  Essex,  to  ose  moderation  and  prudence 
in  settling  the  difieience*  between  the  two 
kingdoms.     (BrmiR.) 

This  year  Dr.  Perkins  was  sent  to  Den- 
mark to  make  frush  arrangements  with  thu 
Danish  king  {Hatfitld  MS.),  whose  "re- 
raonstrancea  "  were  considered  next  year  by 
the  EngUsb  Council  {B.M.  M.S.  Vtip. 
CXIV.)  In  1600  there  were  apparently  some 
further  attempts  at  a  settlement  (cf.  Hmittt's 
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notK«  of  the  Ur9  Ireaty  in  thU  jear).  In 
Febnury  ISOO,  Eliiabelh  complained  Ihat 
her  fisbermen  had  beep  forbidden  b;  Dinieh 
officers  to  fish  in  the  "de«p  tea"  in  the 
noTtb.  (RrtiKB.)  "So  termi  leein  to  have 
been  nrrivcd  at,  for  in  16i>S  the  Kiug  again 
prohibib-d  fishing  in  Iceland  to  all  Btrangen 
without  license.    {Laiudoume  MS.) 

Id  the  same  fear  complaint  was  mode 
of  injurief  done  to  Koftlishtuen ;  Christian  IV. 
JQgtified  the  wizura  of  totmIb  from  Hull, 
and  complained  of  the  capture  of  Daairh 
vcisels.  On  Jnl.v  ISth  Rliiabelh  laid  ahe 
would  Bend  commiBsionern  to  Bremen  bj 
September  Slilh  to  treat  of  commercial  maltera. 
Tbe  commiBsiooen  met  in  Octobrr,  but 
Tctumed  home  on  heariiif;  of  the  death  of 
tbe  queen.     A  treaty  waa  ratified  in   1 62 1. 


(St. 


a.) 


refut  perusal  of  the  Becordt  Beema 
toBbow  thai  the  Iceland  voyage  waa  gradually 
denened  by  all  but  the  Norfolk  aikd  Suffolk 
SBhennen,  who  were  frequently  oouFulted 
about  the  decajing  character  of  the  trade. 
iHalfield  MS.,  Aug.  T,  16<J3.) 

In  1594  the  iohabiiuitB  of  Beeson  aod 
Sherringhitm  are  mentioned  incidentally  aa 
being  the  chief  traders  to  Iceland.    (_Ile€ortU.') 

The  relative  ioBigniGcance  of  thJB  fishery 
in  the  latter  half  of  the  sixteenth  century  is 
shown  in  a  petition  in  1586  againstthe  iniporta- 
tion  of  foreign  fish  ;  tbe  petition  speaks  of 
the  time  "  ahen  the  Zetland  voyage  aai  mott 
/requenled."  {Half.etd  MS.)  It  evideutly 
was  not  Iheu.norhad  been  for  sometime,  any 
longer  the  dominating  factor  in  the  stock-fish 
market,  and  the  statement  of  Farkhurst  in 
Bakliiyt,  made  eight  years  before,  which  has 
led  many  writers  astray,  that  it  was  still  the 
chief  Knglish  fishery  must  be  wrong. 

It  is  only  &ir  to  stale  that  Mr.  Palmer 
says  {Manthip  ii.  89) ! — "During  the  rtign 
of  Cbarlei  I.  the  Iceland  and  North  Sea 
fiaberics  for  cod,  &c.,  which  bad  long  been 
prosecuted  tiith  success,  attained  their  gi«aiest 
proiperity.  About  150  vessels  were  then 
employed  Id  the  Nnrlli  Sea  Bshery  off  tbe 
coast  of  Norway  and  about  SO  vessels  went 
annually  to  Iceland.  The  halfdolesfrom  these 
fisheries  nlone  from  1S49-49,  avemged  £300 
prr  annum,  but  shortly  afterwards  they  fell 
offi  tbe  fiiheries  became  nnsucoesBfnl,  and  in 
1740  only  0(W  vessel  went  to   loeland  and 

doled  it*1 In   1  SOT   the   half 

dole  on);  produced  £135  on  an  average." 
If  (be  C4t4  paid  by  8S  ships  in  15S3  was 
this  aame  dole,  the  oast  eo»t  Gthetj,  or  at 
any  rate  the  Iceland  section  of  it,  can  hardly 
be  said  to  have  reached  ila  highest  point  in 
the  oevenleeoth  ceutury.  I  BU|qieat  that  the 
merchants  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  were  en- 
couraged to  re-embsrk  in  this  trade  on 
aeconnt  of  an  unasual  demand  for  fish  caused 
by  the  civil  war  and  tbe  eotuequeot  cessadon 
of  agricntture,  ftc. 

Two  special  cauBcs  helped  to  increase 
the  Newfoundland  fishery  to  the  detriment 


of  (he  Iceland  traders.  One  was  tbe  adran- 
tage  taken  by  the  West  Couotrymenof  the  Act 
S  Eliz.  cap.  V.  to  embark  in  a  large  export 
tnule  to  inake  up  for  the  diminishing  denund 
in  the  home  market ;  "  tbe  poor  inhabitanla 
of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk"  petitioned  in  1U8 
agUDst  "the  nem  evil  of  the  priviledge  of 
exporting  fish  free  of  duty."  (Reeonft.) 
Th«  Act  S3  Klit.  VIl.  (15S0>  recite*  ;  — 
''  Where[ac]  the  merchaontea  of  dirers  places 
of  this  realme  [?  Weal  Conntrymen]  have  for 
their  private  gaynes  ingrossed  unto  tbeir 
hands  great  qnantilies  of  fish  taken  by  aliene*. 
being  in  goodness  farre  infenour  to  the  fysh 
taken  by  Englishmen  [?  Eastlanders}  in  tbe 

Island  voyages there  be  of  late 

decayed,  not  onely  the  nnmber  of  two 
bundi«d  sayte  or  more  of  f^ood  ship*  that 
yearly  traded  to  Island  for  taking  fish  nauallye 
soldc  id  this  realme  but  also  tbe  nnmber  of 
marynert." 

The  other  cause  which  militated  agaiosl 
treeless  Iceland  (Eni;lisbmen  were  iiol  allowed 
to  fish  !n  Norway. — pAuiEit'B  Matuhip,i.Sl  I) 
wsB  Ibe  abundance  of  wood  in  Xewfonnd- 
land  for  making  stages  and  barrels.  Though 
the  qaestion  of  barrelled  Eeh,  which  was  so 
mucU  sgitated  in  the  trade  &om  1560  onwards 
for  many  years  (cf.  5  Elii.  V.  and  Lattt- 
doime  MSS.  from  1S80  forwards),  partly 
related  to  Dutch  berrings  and  ComiBb 
pilchards,  the  demand  for  hcenies  by  Weft 
Countrymen  like  Downing  iLaiudoiene  MS., 
15B3}  and  Sir  William  Gorees  (Landmnne 
MS.,  15X6)  to  import  barrelled  fish,  and  the 
prohibition  in  the  Ace  b  Elir.  cap.  V.  against 
importing  cod  in  barrelx,  show,  I  think,  that 
tbe  practice  of  packing  Newfoundland  fish 
in  this  way  waa  in  use  ai  this  early  period, 
and  the  facility  it  gave  for  easy  distribution 
was  no  doubt  one  of  the  many  causes  which 
helped  to  transfer  tbe  English  interest  from 
Iceland  to  Newfoundland.  The  wording  of 
sec.  7  of  5  Elii.  V.,  that  "  forasmucbe  as 
ther  ys  much  deceiptful  Packing  used  in 
Cndd  brought  in  Barrailea  into  thia  Realme," 
all  fiih  must  be  brought  in  "  luoee  in  Uutke 
and  by  Tate  "  refers,  1  venture  to  think,  to 
dry  fiih  as  well  as  green. 

The  barrelling  of  cod  fish  mutt  not. 
however,  be  uuderstnod  to  have  originated 
at  tbis  time.  In  14SS  by  93  Edw.  IV.  c  2, 
and  ]n  146.1  by  11  Henry  VILcSB,  roost 
stringent  regulations  were  laid  down  for 
barrelled  fish,  prescribing  the  siie  of  the 
barrels,  the  site  of  the  fish,  the  manner  of 
splitting,  boning,  and  packing  ]  there  were 
ti>  be  no  "broken  belied"  fishi  salmon  and 
other  fish  were  to  be  "  zxvij  inches  from  the 
bone  of  the  (yn  to  the  iij  joynte  of  tbe 
tsille,  the  bone  to  be  taken  away  into  the 
navel,  the  fysbe  splatied  [split]  down  to  a 
hsttdful  [within  a  apanl  of  the  taile  and  not 
to  be  packed  double  In  the  barrel "  j  Marcher* 
and  gangers  were  tu  be  appointed  to  see  th« 
Act  was  carried  out  properly. 
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SEBASTIAN  CABOT. 


Tliif  Dole  is  slmplj  a  compilation  of  old 
(words.  Certain  points  are  mere  conjecture. 
A  closer  eianunaiion  of  the  dticnmeuts  quoted 
ma;  proTe  that  ther  will  not  brar  the  ioter- 
pretatioa  pat  npon  them ;  the  hiBtoi7  of  earlj 
English  commerce  has  jet  to  lie  written. 
A  Btndf  of  the  Iceland  fishery  in  interesting 
to  NewfbdDdlaiiders  1  it  helps  to  some  extent 
to  throw  light  npon  the  vay  in  which  our  own 
was  carried  on  at  first,  to  fill  a  blank  b  our 
Island  bistoiT.  Bnglithmen  seem  to  have 
"  commanded  all  tMre>"  to  have  fearlessly 
traversed  the  northern  seaa  to  reap  a  golden 
barreHt  which  bailt  up  the  tuideot  towns  of 
Norfolk  and  Snflolk. 

This  Sshery  is  ajpin  receiving  the  atten- 
tion of  EnglishowA ;  taut  steam  trawlers  are 
now  sapplying  the  Engliith  markets  with  fresh 
fish  from  Iceland. 


n.  P«dro  de  Ayala's  letter  to  Spain. 

[  Original  in  cipher.'] 
33  July  U»ft. 

"  I  well  believe  that  roor  Highnesses 
have  heard  how  thu  King  of  England  has 
equipped  a  fleet  to  discover  certam  Islands 
and  mainUud  that  certain  pentona  who  set 
out  last  year  for  the  same  have  testified  that 
thej  have  found.  I  have  seen  the  chart 
which  tfaedltcovererhasdrawii,  nho  is  another 
Genoese  like  Columbus,  and  hat  been  in 
Seville  and  in  Lisbon  procuring  to  find  those 
who  would  help  him  in  this  enterprise    .    .    . 

The   King  determined  to 

despatch  an  expedition,  because  he  had  the 
certainty  that  they  had  found  land  last  year. 
The  fleet  consist*  of  five  ships  provisioned  for 

one  year The  Genoese  went  on 

bis  course.  I  have  seen  the  course  and  dis- 
tance he  take»i.  think  that  the  land  they  have 
found  or  seek  is  that  which  your  Hi^haes»es 
possess,  for  it  is  the  end  of  that  which  belocgs 
to  yonr  Uigbnesses  by  the  convention  villi 
Portugal.    It  is  hoped  that  they  will  return 

by  September I   believe 

the  distance  is  not  400  leagues.  And  I  told 
him  that  I  thought  they  were  the  Islands 
discovered  by  your  Highnesses,  and  I  even 
gave  him  a  reason,  but  he  would  not  hear  it ; 
•s  I  believe  yonr  Highnesses  now  have 
intelligence  of  all,  as  well  as  the  chart  or 
majipe-monde  that  this  Genoese  ha«  made.  I 
do  not  send  it  now,  though  I  have  it  here  i 
and  to  me  it  seems  ver]*  false,  to  give  out  that 
they  are  not  the  said  Islands." 


in.  Sebastian  Cabot. 

No  history  of  Newfoundland  will  he 
considered  complete  without  allusion  to  John 
Cabot's  well-knonti  son,  although  we  have 
absolutely  nothing  to  thank  him  for,  quite 


the  reverse. 


Sebastiim's  friend.  Martyr,  was  fbrced  to 
admit  that  the  Spaniards  denied  his  claim  to 
be  the  discoverer  of  North  America. 

The  members  of  tho  Drapers  Company  in 
1581,  replying  ti  a  request  of  the  king  aod 
Wolsey  tor  ships  to  explore  the  Newfound- 
land (a  general  name  then  for  all  North 
Araericii),  said:  "We  think  it  were  to  sore 
adventure  to  jojiard  V  ahipps  with  men  and 
goods  unto  the  said  Island  nppon  the  sin- 
gular trust  of  one  man  catlyed  as  we 
understand  Sebastyan  which  Sebaslyan  as 
we  here  saj  wot  never  in  that  land  hym- 
self  all  if  he  makes  reporte  of  many  things 
a^  he  hath  h»rd  his  Father  and  other  men 
ppeke  in  tymes  past." 

It  is  staled  that  he  oCFered  his  services  to 
the  king  for  a  voyage  of  dia^rery,  but  was  ' 
refused.  In  151ii  he  made  a  chart  for 
Henry  VIII.  of  the  coast  of  Oascony  and 
Guienne,  in  France,  and  in  the  same  year 
took  service  with  ijpnin  as  a  reviser  of  maps 
and  charts.  He  was  specialty  engaged  on 
account  of  his  supposed  exclusive  knowledge 
of  our  coast.  King  Ferdinand  wrote  to 
Sebastian  on  12th  S^tember  1513:  "Sabeis 
que  en  Burgos  os  hablaron  de  mi  parte 
Conchillos  i  el  Obp.  de  Palencia  sobre  la 
navegacion  i  los  Baccalos  e  ofrecisles  ser- 
virnos."  (Habhisbe'b  Disc,  of'  N.  America, 
p.  UO.)  In  ISIS  he  was  appointed  to  ex- 
amine all  pilots  for  America. 

In  !sa4,  just  before  the  Congress  of 
Badajoa,  ho  came  to  England  on  some  secret 
mission  to  Heniy  VIII. ;  48i.  *d.  was  paid 
to  J.  Goderick  for  bringing  him  over.  In 
1521!  he  ascended  the  Paraguay,  in  South 
Amerira,  in  command  of  an  expedition  in 
n-hicb  Bobert  Thorue  had  adventured  a  large 
share.  In  1547  he  was  again  brought  to 
linglaiid,  at  a  cost  of  £100.  In  answer  to 
three  very  urgent  demands  from  Charles  V. 
for  his  return  to  Spain — "a  very  necissary 
man  for  the  Emperor,  whose  servant  he 
was,  and  had  a  p.'nsion  of  him"  —  on 
31st  April  1550  the  English  Privy  Council 
replied  :  "  He  of  himself  refused  to  go  either 
to  Spain  or  to  the  Emperor,  and  that  lie 
being  of  that  miud,  and  the  king's  subject, 
no  reason  or  equity  that  he  should  be 
forced  against  his  will."  —  {Hart.,  523, 
folio  6.)  Id  1S58  he  was  an  active  promoter 
and  governor  of  the  Muscovy  Company.  Ue 
is  8U[>pDsed  to  have  died  in  IS57  , 

He  claimed  amongst  the  scientific  navi- 
gators of  the  age  the  very  highest  position  as 
nn  authority  on  all  geographical  questions,  but 
appears   to  have  gradually  fallen   into  dis- 

Unfortunately,  he  was  a  great  liar ;  every 
fresh  record  that  is  hunted  up  fixes  him  with 
a  fresh  falsehood.  He  told  Eden  that  his 
father  died,  leaving  him  vety  rich,  soon  after 
the  discovery  of  Columbus  t  his  father  was 
alive  in  U9t),  and  in  the  receipt  of  a  pension, 
and  very  poor.  He  toldtiis  English  friends  ha 
was  Bristol  boni ;  he  made  Contarini  believe 
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he  wa«  a  V^ielino ;  be  declared  be  could 
tell  the  diHtBace  ai  nea  bj  the  compafs. 
He  linl  to  Spain,  to  Italy,  and  to  BngliDd. 
Edward  VI.  ^ave  him  a  haQdHiine  [>eneioD — 
£IG6  13*.  ji'.— hut  less  (ban  the  splendid 
salary  he  had  in  Spain.  In  Queen  Mary's 
tiiae  be  had.  do  doubt  at  the  instaoce  of  ber 
hki«biiid,  Philip  II.,  to  divide  big  pension 
with  Worthiugton,  and,  between  them,  all  b's 
maps  disappeared.  DoubtleM  be  was  forced 
to  Ecll  Ibem  to  the  Spunisb  Govensment,  and 
tbis  may  account  for  their  total  loss  to  tbe 
world. 

Sebastian  Cabot's  inslnictions  to  Sir 
Hugh  Willougbby  show  his  character.  "  There 
is  to  be  no  dicing,  carding,  tabling ; 
morning  and  evening  prayers  are  lo  be 
said."  <>n  the  other  hand,  "the  natives  of 
strange  countries  are  to  be  enticed  aboard 
and  made  drunk  wiib  your  beer  and  wine, 
for  then  yon  ahall  know  tbe  secrete  of 
their  heart'."  They  were  also  to  he 
"cautious  about  certain  creatures  with  men's 
heads  and  the  tails  of  fishes,  who  swim, 
with  bowi  and  arrows,  about  the  fords  and 
bayg,  and  live  on  human  Heah." 

In  (heir  insular  pride,  Englishmen  be- 
lieved Sebastian  Cabot,  their  countryman, 
wB«  tbe  great  explorer  who  had  found  tbe 
new  world.  They  gloried  in  his  wonderful 
expWi.  and  resolutely  ignored  the  real 
discoverer,  his  illuslrious  father. 

The  works  of  Jtiddle,  Justin  Winsor, 
Desimoni.  and  Harrisse  contain  the  fullest 
documentary  records  of  l^e  Cabots.  KeceDlly 
there  have  been  several  new  contributions  to 
the  history  of  John  and  Sebastian  Cabot — 
book«  by  St.  F.  Tatducci,  an  Ilalian,  and 
B.  Madero  of  BueniM  Ayrea — and  a  review 


in  "La  Eapana  Modema,"  by  Captain  Per- 
naodet  Duro  of  the  Royal  Spanifh  Navy. 
They  throw  very  little  fresh  light  on  the  live* 
or  tbe  Cabots.  Uuro  brands  Sebastian  as  a 
iiailor  to  Spain  ;  Tardiicci  exalts  him  as  a 
patriot.  The  name  of  Sebastian's  Spanish 
wife  ia  given — Catalios  Medrano — and  bia 
daughter  Eliiabelh,  and  a  last  letter  sboKly 
before  his  death  to  Charles  V.  Captain  Duro, 
a  veiy  well-inlbrmed  writer,  conxidrrs  that 
Sebastian  was  not  in  the  first  voyage,  and 
that  he  was  a  great  schemer. 

The  latest  work  ou  the  CaboU  is  by 
Dr.  S.  £.  Dawson,  published  in  "  The  Trans- 
actions of  tbe  Kojal  Society  of  Canada," 
IS94i  it  is  very  able  and  exhaustive,  lit. 
Dawson  sets  out  with  the  theory  that  John 
Cabot'i  landCall  in  1497  wa«  at  Cape 
Breton,  which  he  identifies  with  the"Cavo 
descubierta"  of  Cosa;  he  cleverly  arranges 
his  facts  to  suit  ihie  theory,  which  forces  him 
to  argue  that  Cabot;  Hailed  Irom  went  to  east 
along  the  soalhem  coast  of  Kenfoundland, 
as  far  as  Capo  Hace;  the  author,  however, 
ignores  the  fact  that  the  old  pilots  in  naming 
ibe  coastfollowed  the  calendar.  The  posidoD 
of  Cape  St.  Jorge  (April  23rd)  and  C. 
St,  Lucia  (December  ISth)  weil  of  St.  Nicholas 
(December  6th)  show  concl naively  that  the 
navigator  whose  voyage  Cosa's  mnp  records 
saili^  from  e^t  to  west.  In  addition  to  the 
arguments  in  favour  of  Cape  Bonaviata  aa 
the  landftll  of  John  Cabot,  contained  at 
p.  10,  there  may  be  added  the  names  ne«c 
the  Cape,  of  "  King's  Cove,"  in  ibe  foreign 
maps  Koyal  Port,  showing  probably  where 
Ibe  GenoeM  erected  the  royal  arm<i,  and 
"Keels"  or  KeeLi  strand,  where  the  first 
boat  landed. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

SEIGN   OF  HENRY  VIII. 

1J09-1547. 

ISIO. — TtepeBl  of  6  Henrf  VI.  c.  II,,  1429,  about  trading  to  Icelaod  and  Koriraj. 

1511. — AgramoDte's  voyage  to  America. 

1513. — Kat  in  command  of  ships  in  the  Roj'al  Navy.  Sebastian  Cabot,  engnged  by  the 
Spanish  King  nn  account  of  his  supposed  knowledge  of  Newfoundland,  leaves  England  for 
Spain.     "Great  dry  Iselflnde"  fish  setliiig  for  38».  id.  per  124. 

151S.— Iceland  fish  sold  at  SSi.  ^\d.  per  100  10  the  Government. 

151S. — First  printed  account  of  Cabot's  voyage  in  Peter  Martyr's  Decad'S. 

1517' — Three  hundred  English  traders  at  Hafnae  Fiord  in  Iceland. 

151S. — Lescarbot  says  Baron-de-Lery  nailed  to  America,  lauded  cattle  at  Canso  and  Sable 
Isl«i>d,  and  thus  made  the  first  attempt  at  settlement  of  North  America. 

1520. — Enntsman  No.  4  map  assigning  Iceland  to  the  English. 

ISSl. — Portuguese  patent  to  Fagundet,  shoving  a  knowledge  of  our  south  coast. 

15!S. — Sabine  says  there  were  forty  or  Sfty  bouses  In  Newfooudland  at  this  time. 

1533. — Verratano,  sent  by  Froncis  I.,  King  of  France,  made  land  at  Carolina,  awled  north 
to  Cape  Breton.    Grant  of  two  fisheries  on  the  U.S.  Coast  to  Ayllon. 

1585. — Gomel  reports  Newfoundland  sea  full  of  flsh.  Paulo  Centurione.  a  Genoese, 
engaged  by  Henry  VIII.  for  a  voyage  of  discovery ;  failed  through  the  death  of  Centurione. 

1516. — Tyson  acting  u  Tborne's  agent  in  the  West  Indies. 

1537. — Robert  Thome's  expedition ;  John  Kut  wrote  his  celebrated  letter  from  St.  John's 
to  Henry  VIII. ;  found  14  vessels,  1 1  sail  of  Norman,  one  Britlaine,  and  two  Portugal  barts, 
bhing  in  St.  John's  Harbour ;  But  receives  a  pension.    Maiollo  map. 

ISSB. — Acknowledgment  by  Ribero  in  his  map  of  discoveriet  by  Bristol  men. 

15S1.— Fifty  Knglislimen  killed  in  Iceland. 

1333. — Zlegler  slates  Itiat  the"  Baccalaos"  country  is  a  continuation  of  Greenland. 

1534. — Jacques  Cartier's  celebrated  voyage  ;  made  Newfound  la  ml,  and  then  sailed  up 
St  Lawrenee  to  Bay  Cbalenr.    Caspar  Vicgas'  map  shows  Bonavista  for  the  first  time  on  our 

1535. — Cartier'fl  second  voyage ;  sailed  up  to  Montreal )  founded  French  Empire  in  North 
America. 

15S6. — Expedition  of  MaMer  Hoare,  of  London,  and  a  number  of  geotlemen  and  lawyers ; 
ditosiroas  voyage  i  stole  a  French  ship  in  Newfoundland,  and  came  home.  Stockfish  and 
Saltflshmongers  Companies  reunite. 

1539. — Olaui  Magnus'  map  showing  an  English  ship  vhaling  near  Iceland. 

lS4t. — Carrier's  third  voyage  ;  built  a  tort  near  Quebec,  called  Cbnrlesbourg. 
33  Henry  VIII.  c.  IT.,  first  Act  of  Farliament  relating  to  America,  lloberval  arrived  in 
8t.  Jobu'si  "  found  IT  ships  of  fishers"  (  met  Jallobert  and  Noel  there  returning  to  France- 
Sixty  French  ships  in  Newfoundland. 

1542,— John  Boti  presents  a  map,  showiog  the  New  World,  to  Henry  VIII. 

1544. — Two  French  ships  left  for  Newfoundland  every  day  in  Janasry  and  February. 

IS4S. — Probable  comirenccTiient  of  Baiquc  fishing  in  Newfoundland  on  a  targe  scale-  No 
Frmch  ships  go  to  Canada  for  fear  of  the  Spaniards. 
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32  REIGN  or  HENRY  VIII. 

In  tracing  the  course  of  our  Inland  History  during  this  remarkable 
reign,  one  of  the  great  debatable  grounds  of  English  History,  we  are 
fortunately  not  concerned  in  any  way  with  the  fierce  controversial  war 
that  wagea  around  this  period.  Luckily  our  subject  ia  piscatorial  and 
not  polemical. 

The  enthusiasm  aroused  by  the  great  discoveries  of  the  last  reign  had 
not  sensibly  abated.  Henry  was  stirred  up  to  make  several  futile 
attempts  to  discover  the  north-west  passage  to  India.  France  came 
late  in  the  field,  but,  though  last,  her  explorers,  Verrazano  and  Cartier, 
were  not  least  amongst  the  world's  great  navigators  and  discoverers. 

The  age  produced  no  gi-eat  coloniser  like  Raleigh  to  arouse  and  direct 

the  enet^  of  the  nation  towards  founding  Greater  Britains  beyond  the 

sea ;  the  thought  of  a  great  Colonial  Empire 

in  America  never  entered  the  minds  of  the 

two  first  Tudor  sovereigns.    To  Henry  VIII., 

however,  belongs  the  credit  of  founding  the 

Royal  Navy ;  he  fully  realised  that  England 

should  be  a  great  naval  power,  supreme  at 

sea.     Under   his  fostering  care  colleges  were 

founded  for  navigation,  hospitals  for  retired 

seamen ;  he  passed  a  law  fixing  the  rate  of 

w£^eB  for  shipwrights,  and  gave  a  bounty  of 

HBVBT  nil.  gve  per  cent,  for  shipbuilding  ;  he  employed 

Prom  "^^^J'v  '^'"-  Italian  shipwrights  to  teach  his  subjects  the 

art   of   naval  construction.     In  consequence 

of  these  measures,  during   this    period  English  trade  and  navigation 

made    wonderful    strides;    English     ships    were    larger    and    better 

built,  and  large   sums  were  spent   on  coast  defence.     England  reaped 

the  benefit  of  these  prepai-ations   in  the  Armada   year.      There  were 

also   regular   voyages   to   Spain,   the   Mediterranean,   and    the   Brazil. 

Though  he  regulated  shipbuildei-s' wages,  when  a  new  man-of-war  was 

to  be  laid  down  the  ships'  carpenters  were  corralled  like  so  many  cattle, 

and  kept  in  durance  vile  until  their  work  was  completed ;   the  only 

difierence  was   that  they  were   paid   properly  for  their   work  whilst 

prisoners.     Hawkins,  in  the  enlightened  age  of  Elizabeth,  canned  out 

the  same  coui-se  of  pressing  men  to  work  in  the  dockyards. 

According  to  his  lights,  the  king  did  his  best  to  make  England 
mistress  of  the  bs&h.  Under  his  rule,  paternal  government  was  carried 
to  the  very  extreme  of  absurdity  ;  he  not  only  prescribed  his  subjects' 
religion,  but  he  regulated  their  diet,  the  price  of  meat,  and  their  dress ; 
he  was  specially  strenuous  in  directing  all  matters  about  the  fishery,  and 
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preventing  "regrating  and  forestalling"  in  the  aale  of  fish,'  an  old- 
fashioned  expression  for  cornering  the  market.  To  this  laudable  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  king  we  ai-e  indebted  for  a  most  valuable  bit  of 
historical  information  concerning  this  Colony ;  it  is  contained  in  an  Act. 
■which,  as  a  specimen  of  legislation,  is  unique.  A  modern  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment is  as  bare  and  bald  as  a  Blue  Book,  but  these  old  enactments,  "  the 
fltatutes  at  large,"  are  the  very  essence  of  English  History ;  contained  in 
the  quaintest  language,  their  absurd  arguments  and  their  extraordinnry 
negation  of  all  our  modern  notions  of  political  economy  make  them 
simply  delightful  Amongst  these  wonderful  productions  the  following 
is  a  fairly  choice  specimen : — 

"  ACT  33  HENBY  Till.  c.  XI. 

"  The  Bill  conceryning  hying  ofjUake  upon  the  »ee. 

"  WHEREAS  raaDjftnd  d  jrers  townea  and  portea  bj  the  see  side  hare  in  tymca 
past  bene  in  groat  welthe  and  prosperitie  well  buylded  by  using  aud  exercjsing  tho 
craftfl  and  feate  or  fiashing  by  the  whiche  praciiae  it  was  not  onelie  great  Rtrengtho 
to  tbis  Bealme  by  reason  of  bringing  np  and  encreasing  of  Maryners  tibensoevcr 
the  King's  Grace  had  nede  of  them  bat  alflo  a  greade  wehhe  to  tho  R«alnie  and 
habnndanceof  suchewherebie  on  re  sovereign  e  Lordo  the  King  the  Lords  Centilmeii 
and  Gomons  were  alwaia  well  served  of  fiasbe  in  Market  tuwnea  of  a  reasonable 
price  and  also  by  reaaon  of  the  same  fiesbing  many  men  wero  made  and  greivo 
riche  and  many  ponre  Men  and  Women  had  therebie  there  convenyeut  lyving, — to 
the  strengthe  encreasing  and  wellthe  of  this  realise. 

"  And  Whcreaa  many  and  dyvers  of  the  saide  flaaherman  for  their  singular 
lucra  and  advantage  doe  leve  the  saide  crafte  of  fiBshing  and  be  confederate  w' 
Pycardes  Flemynghea  Norman  and  Frencberoen  and  sometyme  sayle  over  into  the 
costea  of  Pyoardie  and  Flanndera  and  sometyme  doo  meoto  the  $aid  Pycardes  aud 
Flemyngea  half  the  aee  over. 

"  Penalty  on  eabjecta  bj-ing  fishe  in  Flanndt^rs  &o.,  or  at  aea  to  he  eold  in 
England  £10. 

"  And  be  it  fnrder  enacted  by  the  aactoritie  aforesaide  that  it  shall  be  lawful! 
to  all  and  every  fissher  eatraunger  to  come  and  to  aell. 

"  Provided  furthermore  that  this  Act  or  any  thing  therin  conteyned  shall  not 
extende  to  any  person  whiohe  shall  bye  eny  fiashe  in  any  partiea  uf  laelaud  Sootlands 
Orkeney,  Shotlande,  Irelande,  or  ITemland — [Newfouudland]." 

'  There  are  reKulalions  on   this  snbj«ct  I"  P*l"Ei<'e  Mcauhip  (ii,  81)  there  is 

(BtB'B  Cramtr.  Patt  and  Present,  pp.   45.  fii"her   mformatioo    od    llus    eubject.    Mr, 

«),  dating  w  tar  back  m  1858,     At  first  U  Palmer  alao  Bays  :— 

was  ordered  that  do  Bsh  should   be  landed  "  A  pnictice  seems  to  have  gronn  np  at 

nnlil  the  nuuters  of  the  ships   had  settled  a  an  early  period  for  thi!  nshenneii  to  leave  (iit- 

price  with   the   mercbanta,  so  that  the  fish  sale  of  their  fish  to  the  '  hoiU '   or   parties 

shiiQld  be  sold  at  a  reasonable  price  at  the  with   vhom   they  lodged   jn   tbe  town,  whii 

fairs.       It    was    fonnd,   however,    that    the  thus    acted    as    brokers,    paying    dues    and 

merchants,   conniving    amongst    themselves,  demands,    and    being    accouoiahle    for    the 

refused    to   buy   except    at    an   unprofltabte  price.     If   we  may  judge   by  the  

price,  anil  the  fish  rotted.    To  remedy  thi«,  ordiuancex  made  for  tbeir  regulatio 

the  fishenneo  were  allowed  after  six  days,  if  suppose  that  they  attempted  lo  i 

no  price  was  settled,  to   land  their  tiah,  and  the   trade  and   to  take  undue  sd 

sell  as  best  they  eould,     Mr.  Rye  thinks  they  their  position,  by  appropriating  to 

muit  have  had  wells  to  keep  tfaeit  fish  alive.  too  large  a  share  of  the  profits.'' 

t     p.  K7?9.  ' 
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Here  we  liave  an  explanation  of  the  expression  "  Half  sea.t  over  " — 
when  the  English  met  the  Picardes  there  would  be  a  big  carousal. 

The  Bill  is  the  first  English  Act  of  Parliament  relating  to  America; 
it  seems  to  have  escaped  the  attention  of  American  and  English  histoiical 
scholars  ;  it  is  most  invaluable  for  our  History,  as  it  completely  establishes 
my  argument  that  the  English  can-ied  on  the  Newfoundland  fishery 
continuously  from  the  verj-  discovery  of  the  Ishind  ;  our  fishery,  by  this 
Act,  is  placed  on  a  par  with  such  well-established  trades  as  the  Icelandic, 
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Ii'irth,  aiid  Shetland  fisheries.  This  view  of  the  subject  is  further  con- 
firmed by  the  Act  of  Etlward  VI.,  and  con-oborated  by  Anthony  Park- 
hurst,  who  had  made  four  voyages  to  Newfoundland ;  writing  to 
Hakluyt,  in  1578,  he  said  : — 

"  The  English  are  oommfnily  lords  of  tiie  harbonr  where  they  fish,  ond  use  all 
Bt4-angera'  help  in  fishing  if  need  require,  according  io  on  old  cxtstoia  of  the  eotmtry, 

'  lliis  mHp  WHS  prespiitod  to  Heury  VIll.  the  French  explorations  on  ourenat  and  north- 

by  KoBB   (bo  1  lesrn  ham  M.  HftrriBse   the  cast  coasts.    'i"he  inB.;riptioii,"The  new  tonde 

name  sbouM  be  Bpclt),  a  French  pilot.    Tlic  lotide  quhar  mea  goelh  a  fiaehinR,"  u,  not  the 

map  i»  of  a  componite  character,  based  Dpvn  vork  of  the  map  maker,  but  ha)  been  addcii 

Cfttiol's  and  Corteral'BvojnRcsnnd  the  French  by  some  Englishman, 
expedition  to  Cape  Breton,  but  not  showing 
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irbicU  thing  the;  do  willinglj,  bo  that  you  take  iicthing  from  tbem  more  tlian  a 
boat  or  tiro  of  salt  in  respect  of  7011T  protection  of  tham  ftg«inat  rovers  or  other 
rioleat  intruders,  who  do  often  put  them  from  good  harbonra." 

In  1583,  Hayes,  in  hia  narrative,  also  says  : — 

"  The  English  merchants  that  were,  and  alwAjs  be,  admirals  bj  tarns  inter- 
c ban geabi J  OTor  the  fleets  of  fishermen  within  the  same  hexhonr,  for  our  Englitk 
mi^-chantt  eomm'ind  all  there." 

How  could  they  speak  of  Englisli  dominion  and  usage  in  the 
Colony  in  1578  as  an  ancient  custom  if  the  English  did  not  participate 
in  the  fishery  during  these  past  seventy  or  eighty  years?  True, 
History  is  ailent  on  the  Hubject,  but  this  furnishes  no  argumeut ;  the 
fishery  was  quite  beyond  the  scope  of  history  as  then  understood,  and 
we  know,  from  the  records,  that  no  account  was  kept  of  the  movements 
of  fishing  ve5sels. 

The  Collector  was  the  dire  enemy  alike  of  the  Devonshire,  the  Basque, 
the  Norman,  and  the  Portuguese  fishermen  ;  coocealmeot  of  both  their 
voyages  and  their  prosperity  was  a  settled  policy ;  like  the  poor  fellaheen 
and  the  ryot«,  they  hid  their  treasures  from  the  harpies  of  the  Government. 
It  was  only  when  the  English  Admiralty  officers  became  too  outrageous 
in  thtjir  rapacity  that  complaints  were  made  to  the  Crown,  and  an  Act 
passed  in  1547  to  restrain  them. 

These  adventurous  old  Devonshire  sailors,  year  by  year,  left  their 
little  ports  to  reap  the  harvest  of  the  seas  across  the  Atlantic. 

Each  autumn  the  forest  resounded  to  the  woodman's  axe  as  he  felled 
the  giant  oaks  to  build  the  fishing-ship  ;  with  skill  and  patient  labour 
the  sturdy  little  craft  took  form  and  mould  ;  the  obscure  West  Country 
haven  was  busy  with  i-jggers,  and  caulkers,  and  sailmakers ;  the  hills 
resounded  with  the  clang  of  the  anvil  as  they  forged  the  goodly  anchor, 
and  made  the  cable  on  which  hung  the  lives  of  men. 

"  Devonshire  not  only  reared  true  men,  but  she  built  good  shiiw ;  every 
bit  of  timber  and  every  nail  and  treenail  that  was  driven  was  real 
honest  work  done  by  skilled  hands,  in  the  sight  of  all  the  village 
Clitics ;  they  were  not  built  for  "  yachting  over  summer  seas,"  but  for 
encounters  with  the  ice  and  the  hard  knocks  and  rough  voyages  of  the 
Atlantic. 

M.  Oppenheim  says  of  the  Elizabethan  sailor : — 

"  It  Bpe&ks  well  for  his  seamanship  afloat,  and  the  skill  and  good  workmanship 
of  shipwrights  ashore,  that  not  one  ship  was  lost  by  stress  of  weather,  by  fire,  or 
by  Fanning  agronnd.  During  those  same  years,  and  sometimes  during  the  samo 
galea  which  the  English  ships  weathered  succefgfnliy,  whole  Spanish  fleets 
foundered  at  sea." ' 

'  Englitk  Hiitorieai  Revitto, 
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Year  by  year,  aa  the  wealth  from  the  far-off  fishery  was  poured  intrt 
the  western  counties,  more  ships  were  made  and  old  ones  repaired. 

Until  1580  there  are  but  sparse  accounts  of  the  English  shipR  that 
fisjied  in  Newfoundland,  but  we  know  from  contemporary  history, 
and  the  Act  of  Henry  VIII.  and  the  further  Act  of  Edward  VI., 
that  England  carried  on  from  Devonshire  a  considerable  fishery  in 
Newfoundland ;  the  west  was  the  great  centre  of  maritime  enterprise  in 
England ;  her  seamen  the  most  daring  and  most  numerous ;  all  the  great 
Elizabethan  seamen — Drake,  Hawkins,  Raleigh — were  Devonshire  men. 
They  sailed  the  ships  as  well  as  they  huilt  them ;  their  modeb  were 

not  our  models,  nor 
their  ways  our 
ways  in  the  modes 
of  shipbuilding ; 
to  use  the  old 
sailors' phrase,  they 
built  their  vessels 
"  tor  beasts  of  bur- 
then, not  for  birds 
of  passage."  They 
had  great  beam, 
were  low  in  the 
waist,  high  forward 
and  aft,  and  had 
great  sheer,  without 
fore   and  aft  sails: 

tBIBMlIIC  COafAB*.  ' 

FnmD„dltt',"Arco«odeIM«re,"l<H9.  they  Were    nO   gOod 

on     a    wind,     but 
sailed  fairly  well  going  free ;  above  all  they  were  excellent  sea-boata 

The  type  of  ship,  of  course,  varied  according  to  the  purpose  for  which 
she  was  designed.  In  a  paper  by  William  Borough,  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth,  three  ordei-s  are  described  : — 

"1.  The  shortest,  broadest,  and  To  have  tho  length  b;  the  keel  double 
leepeflt  order.  the  breadth  amidships,  and  the  depth 

in  hold  half  that  breadth. 

"  This  order  is  nued  in  some  merchant  ships  made  for  most  profit. 

"  2.  The  mean  and  best  proportion  Length  ot  keol,2  or  2i  that  of  beam, 
for  shipping  for  merchandise,  likewise  Depth  of  hold,  iJths  that  of  beam, 

very  sarrioeabie  fur  all  pnrposeB. 

"  3.  The  largest  ordor  for  galleons  Lengthof  keel,  3  times  the  beam.  Depth 
or  ships  for  tho  wars,  made  for  the  most  of  bold,  Jths  of  beam." 

adrantageouB  of  sniling. 

Men-of-war  hud  high  poops  and  deck  cabins,  which  Raleigh  con- 
demned  Wi    "  sluttish    dens  that  breed   sickness  in    peace " ;   ordinary 
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fishing  vessels  in  the  l>eginning  of  the  sixteenth  century  hnd  fluah  decks, 
three  maats,  the  foremast  very  far  forward,  and  the  mizzen  very  far  aft ; 
the  sails  were  three  big  lug  sails;  the  ballast  carried  was  always  sand,  and 
the  cook-room,  a  solid  structure  of  brick  and  mortar,  was  built  on  the 
ballast.  Hawkins  was  the  inventor  of  movable  top-masts — fishing 
vessels  were  rigge<l  low,  and  their  masts  were  single  spars  until  late  in 
the  sixteenth  century. 

Top-masts  or  top-gallant  sails  are  not  mentioned  in  official  papers 
till  1618.  Studding  sails  were  not  those  now  known  by  that  name. 
They  were  called  "  boBneta "  and  "  drablers " ;  the  bonnet  laced  on 
to  the  foot  of  the  ordinary  sail,  the  drabler  on  to  the  foot  of  the 
bonnet.  The  invention  of  the  log  line  is  claimed  for  an  Elizabethan 
Englishman,  named  Humphrey  Cole,  but  it  appears 
to  have  been  in  use  as  early  as  1521,  on  board 
Magellan's  ships.  Chain  pumps,  capstans,  and  other 
improvements  were  made  only  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth.  Even  in  this  reign  no  large  vessel  had 
fore  and  aft  canvas. 

We  have  very  few  records  of  official  voyages  (o 
the  New  World  by  Englishmen  during  Henry  VIII. 's 
reign.  Ships  of  the  courtiers  and  gallant  gentlemen, 
like  Hore's  and  Gilbert's,  nearly  always  came  to  grief, 
whilst  the  bluff-bowed,  square,  extraordinary  little 
tubs,  handled  by  the  rough  fishermen,  who  trusted 
to  "  latitude,  lead,  and  look-out,"  made  their  voyages 
continuously  for  forty  and  fifty  years '  without  losing 
a  rope  yam ;  never  a  mishap,  nor  a  claim  on  the 
Insurance  Company,  for  probably  none  existed  then 
for  fishing  ships.* 

In  1523  four  ships  were  sent  out  by  Francis  I.  of 
France,  under  the  command  of  Giovanni  Verrazano, 
a  Florentine  navigator ;  three  put  back  damaged,  so 
Verrazano  proceeded  in  the  Dolphin  alone ;  he  cruised 
along  the  whole  Atlantic  const  from  Carolina  to  Cape 
Breton,   and   on   the    strength   of   this    voyage   the 


'  The  FrsDch  Basque,  Savatet,  told  Les- 
cabot  he  had  then  made  fnit;-(wo  voyages ; 
nod  Kchevete,  the  Sponiab  Basque,  sa}'«  he 
made  tweuiy-eight. 

Depoeitioiu  were  taken  in  1667  from 
MvenI  ■ernnen  «t  Darunouth  who  h^  bvett 
foiD)i  to  Newfoandland  for  between  fiftj  and 
lift  j-flre  years. 


*  Marine  InEurance  was  carried  on  by 
Lombards  and  I^'lemiags  earlier  tban  thn  i  lu 
Elizabeth's  reign  it  pasiied  into  ihe  bunds  of 
EnglivhmeD. 

See  Appendix,  p.  84,  far  an  Inaumnce 
effected  in  1604  on  a  Newfoundluud  freight  of 
fish  to  France. 
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French  claimed  a  right  to  tlie  coantries  viaited  by  him,  bat  the  claim 
had  no  solid  foundation,  and  nas  never  recognieed  by  England.* 

The  first  of^cial  voyage  that  we  know  of — actaally  made  under  the 
direct  orders  of  Henry  VIII. — was  in  1527;  connected  with  this 
adventure  there  are  many  difficulties  arieing  from  the  extremely  scanty 
information  obtainable  on  the  subject.  Hakluyt,  our  chief  authority, 
■wrote  many  years  after  the  event. 

Tliere  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  expedition  was  urged  npon  the  king 
by  Robert  Thome,  of  Bristol,  living  at  Seville,  wlio  "  exhorteth  the 
"  King  with   very   waighty   and  subetantJal   reasons   in    set  forth   a 


TUOBm's  map,  IS!7. 
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"  diacouerie  euen  to  the  North  Pole " ;  he  sent  a  "  little  Ifappe  or 
Carte  of  the  Worlde  "  to  illustrate  his  views.  It  was  clearly  a  royal 
expedition  to  find  the  north-west  passage  to  India.   Jolin  Rut,*  the  rough 

'  FivbermeD  mid  traders  had  p«iiptra1ed  in  the  Gabridl  Bogalt  and  Maria  de  Loreta, 
Foiilh  if  Cope  Breton  before  ihisj  Verraiano  from  !5I2  (o  1513  j  he  was  n  yeoman  of  But- 
found  ihp  nmive*  quite  prepured  to  Iriidtf,  Hnd  eliftr;  had  a  pension  of  «l(i  per  anDtim, 
able  to  drive  a  good  boi^ain.  dsled    Hnmp'on   Court,  34   Mnj,  19  Henry 

>  Hit,  of    Ihe    Koval   Navj-,  and    the  VllI,— (iiecoiiis.) 
lUASIer  of  several  ships  for  Ilenry  Vlll,,  wsia 
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seaman,  whose  letter  gives  Ms  the  most  information  about  the  voyage, 
was  an  old  master  in  the  navy,  and  when  the  expedition  failed,  through 
the  loBs  of  hie  consort,  he  brought  home  a  cargo  of  fish. 

Royal  ships  often  traded  in  this  reign,  and  were  hired  for  commerce ' 
and  adventure ;  there  was  practically  no  difference  between  the  avmed 
merchantman  of  those  days  and  the  Tudor  Royal  Navy  ;  there  was  no 
uniform,  nothing  to  mark  the  distinction  between  the  services. 

A  difficulty  about  this  voyage  arises  from  Hakluyt's  mention  of 
"  The  Canon  of  Saint  Paul."  The  diligent  chronicler,  in  his  collection  of 
"  Diverse  Voyages,"  after  speaking  of  "  worthy  Master  Robert  Thome's 
"  large  discourse  to  the  King,"  tells  us  "  that  he  was  informed  by 
"  Masters  Hall  and  Grafton  that  Henry  sent  forth  two  faire  ships,  well 
"  victualled  and  manned,  on  the  20th  of  May  1527,  and  after  making 
"  enquiries  he  is  told  by  Sir  Francis  Frobisher  and  Richard  Allen  that 
"  a  learned  and  wealthy  canon  of  Saint  Paul's  went  on  the  expedition, 
'•  that  one  of  the  ships  was  called  the  Dominus  Voblacum,  and  that 
"  one  of  the  ships  was  cast  away  in  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle." 

It  is  clear  that  this  refers  to  the  voyage  of  Rut  and  his  consort; 
the  dates  are  the  same,  these  ships  were  aent  by  the  king,  and  one  was 
wrected  northward,  just  as  the  Sampson  was. 

Former  writers  have  jumped  to  tlie  conclusion  that  the  Albert  de 
Frado  *  who  wrote  a  letter  to  Cai-dinal  Wolsey,  of  the  same  tenour  as 
Rut's,  was  a  Cinon  of  Saint  Paul's,  London.  There  may  have  been  a 
Canon  of  Saint  Paul's  on  board,  but  hirj  name  was  not  Albert  de 
Vrado,  for  the  Records  at  St.  Paul's  contain  no  such  name  as  De  Prado, 
Field  (Prado  is  Spanish  for  field),  or  anything  like  it.  That  the 
expedition  was  a  royal  one,  and  fitted  out  by  Wolsey,  is  shown  by 
Lord  Edward  Howard's  letter  to  the  Cardinal,  saying  he  "would  be 
"  glad  to  be  employed  in  the  expedition  to  be  made  to  Newfoundland, 
"  and  80  find  his  wife  and  children  meat  and  drink."  ^  Aa  a 
voyage  of  discovery  the  expedition  was  a  failure,  but  Rut's  letter  is 
invaluable,  as  it  gives  us  information  about  the  Island ;  it  was  probably 
not  old  John's  fiist  voyage  to  Newfoundland,  as  he  seems  to  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  points  of  land.  Master  Grube's  two  ships  from 
Plymootb  appear  to  have  made  about  the  same  sort  of  passage  as  John 
Cabot's ;  evidently  these  vessels,  sailing  so  late,  were  not  fishing  Hhips, 
and  this  is  another  clear  pi-oof  of  the  large  English  fishery  then  carried 
OQ  in  Newfoundland ;   they  were  sack  ships  going  out  to  trade  nnd 


'  In  isa6  we  Bnd  id  the  Becnrds  a.  pro- 

no  other  infonnatir.n   ahont   him  i   it  i«enw 

pnaitioD    to     me     the    idlu    men-of-war    as 

likely   ihal  he   wai  the  son   of    «   SpaniBh- 

merchanl  ehipa  to  Iceland,  &c. 

American  Iruiieri    perhaps   he  himself   had 

'  The  Recordi  nhow  Pfado's  dehtit  were 

sailed  under  Gomel. 

paid  b;  the  Uoy al  Treasurer,  but  1  can  fiud 

=  JiecorJi. 
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bring  back  a  cargo  of  fish,  oil,  fma,  and  produce.  The  regular  time  of 
sailing  for  the  iishing  would  be  February  or  March ;  some  French 
vessels  used  to  leave  even  in  January, 

Sabine,  in  his  history  of  the  fishery,'  relying  apparently  upon 
Oviedo  or  Herrara,  says  that  in  1517  there  were  only  fifty  ships — 
English,  Franch,  Spanish,*  and  Portuguese — fishing  in  Newfoundland,  but 
according  to  the  Poituguese  records  this  must  be  an  error;  as  regards 
the  English  shipn,  we  can  rest  assured  that  Master  Orube's  two  barques 
and  Rut's  nhipa  were  not  the  only  English  vessels  there. 

Purchas  saj's : — 

"  King  Henry  Till.  BPt  forth  two  ships  for  diBconerie  ore  oF  which  perished 
in  the  north  pftrts  of  Newfoundland  the  Uaater  of  the  other  John  Rut  writ  this 
letter  to  King  Heurie  in  bad  English  and  worse  writing  over  it  was  this 
Hnpcrscription, 

"  Master  Grabcs  two  ships  departed  from  Plymouth  the  10th  day  of  Jnne,  and 
arrived  in  tlie  Newfoundlands  the  21  day  of  July  and  after  wo  had  left  the  sight 
of  Selle  [Scilly  Islandis]  we  had  nerer  sight  of  any  land  till  we  httd  sight  of 
Cftpo  de  Baa.^ 

John  Rut's  Letieb. 
"  Plea!;ing  your  Honoarable  Grace  to  heare  of  your  servant  John  Rut  with  all 
his   company    here    in    good   health   thanks   be    to   God   and    yonr  Gracosbip — 

The  Mary  of  Gilford,'  witli   all   her thanks  be  to   God— and   if  it 

jilcasa  your  honourable  Grace  we  ranno  in  onr  coarse  to  the  Northward,  till  we  came 
into  53  degrees,  there  we  found  many  great  Islands  of  ice  and  deepe  water;  we 
found  no  sounding,  and  then  we  durst  not  go  no  further  to  the  Northward  for 
fcare  of  more  ice  [evidently  making  for  a  north-west  passage],  and  then  we  cut 
about  to  the  Southwaid,  and  within  fou re  dayes  after  we  had  one  hnndrod  and 
sii^tie  fathom  and  then  we  i/ame  into  32  degrees  and  fell  with  the  mayne  land  and 
within  ten  leagues  of  the  muyne  latide  we  met  with  a  great  Island  of  ice  and  came 
hard  by  her  for  it  wqh  ^tai-ding  in  deep  water  and  so  went  in  with  Cape  de  Bas*  a 
good  Harbour  and  many  small  Islands  and  a  great  fresh  river  going  up  farre  into 
the  majne  land  and  the  mayne  land  all  wilderness  and  mountains  and  woodes  and 
no  natui-all  ground  but  all  mossc  and  no  inhabitation  nor  no  people  in  tbrse  parts ; 
und  in  the  woods  we  found  footing  of  divers  great  beasts  but  we  saw  none  not  in 
tea  lesgoes — And  please  your  Grace  the  Sampgon  and  wee  kept  company  all  the 
way  till  within  two  dayes  before  we  met  with  all  the  Hands  of  ice;  that  was 
the  first  di>.y  of  Jnly  at  night  and  there  arose  a  (treat  and  a  marvallons  great 
Htorme  and  much  foul  weather— I  trust  in  the  Almightie  Jesu  to  heare  good 
newes  of  her — and  please  your  Grace  we  were  considering  and  a  writing  of  all  our 
order,  how  we  wonld  wash  ns,  and  what  conrse  we  would  draw  and  whon  God  doe 
send  I  on lo  .weather,  that  with  the  Cape  de  Sper  shee  should  go — and  he  that  come 
firat  should  tarry  the  space  of  sixe  weeks  one  for  another,  and  watered  at  Cape  de 

'  Sabine's    Brporl     of    the    principal  foundland.     It  may  hnve  be?a  the  Cape  de 

Fhheriei  of  the  Auitrican  Sfos.  Washiu{^on,  Itaz  fihonn  od  old  maps  neat  Cape  Bauld. 
Wbi.  *  "  AccouDI  of  ihe  victuals  ami  ivages  of 

^  See  Note  S,  p,  1H,  about  Spnninnls  not  Mary   Gaildford,   per    maatcr   and    purser, 

bcEng  mrulioned  JQ  Oviedu'R  narraiivc.  £19   14*.  4('.      Lode  manage  aod  premage  to 

'  Cape  de  lias — probably  Cape  de  Grace  master  and  crew  at  6d.  per  Ion." 
—  Cape  IJauld,  the  north-tasl  point  of  New- 
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Bun  ten  dajs  ordering  of  your  Grace  and  fishing,  and  so  departed  to  the  Southward 
to  seek  unr  (ollowe ;  the  third  day  of  AugnaL  we  entered  into  a  good  Harbour  called 
St.  John  and  there  we  found  Eleuen  Saile  of  Normans  and  one  Srittaiiie  [Breton] 
and  two  Portugall  Barks  all  a  fibbing  and  so  we  are  ready  to  depart  towards 
Cape  de  Bas  that  is  25  leagues  as  shortly  as  we  have  fished  and  so  along  the  Coast 
until  we  may  nieete  with  our  fellowe  and  so  with  all  diligence  that  lyes  in  me 
toward  parts  to  that  Hands  that  we  are  commanded  at  our  departing  [it  is  evident 
he  had  strict  instructions  to  make  a  vigorons  attempt  to  find  a  K.W.  passive ; 
instead  of  doing  so  he  was  making  up  a  cargo  of  fish],  and  thas  Jesa  save  and 
keepe  your  Honourable  Grace  and  all  your  Honourable  Keuer. 

"  In  the  Haven  of  St.  John  the  third  day  of  August  written  in  haste  1527,  by 
your  servant  John  Bot  to  bis  uttermost  of  his  power."  ' 

It  seemB  likely  that  Rut  and  Albert  de  Prado  wrote  their  letters 
hastily  to  catch  one  of  Master  Orube's  ships  returning  to  Europe  with 
her  freight  of  fish. 

The  only  outside  evidence  *  of  any  kind  which  lias  come  down  to  us 
about  this  voyage  ia  the  mention  by  Oartier  of  a  Cape  Prate*  in 
the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  showing  that  perhaps  the  Mary  of  Guildford 
penetrated  there ;  whether  the  information  was  given  to  Cartier  by  the 
vessels  which  were  fishing  in  the  Gulf  as  he  passed  along,  or  lie  got  it 
from  a  map  showing  Pradu's  discoveries,  cannot  now  be  ascertained. 

The  natural  curiosity  of  the  human  mind,  and  the  spirit  of  adven- 
ture which  leads  all  sorts  and  conditionQ  of  nien,  even  in  the  present 
day,  to  Africa  and  the  wilds  of  Asia,  prompted  in  the  reign  of  bluff 
King  Hal  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  wild-cap  expeditions  it  has 
ever  been  the  lot  of  the  historian  to  describe ;  it  is  recorded  by  the 
industrious  Haklnyt  as — 

"  The  voyage  of  Master  Hore  and  divers  other  gentlemen  to  Newfonndland 
and  Cape  Briton  in  the  yere  1536. 

"  Master  Hore,  of  Lundon,  a  man  of  goodly  statnre  and  of  great  conmge,  and 
given  to  the  study  of  Cosmographie,  in  the  yere  of  onr  Lord  1636,  encoumged 
divers  gentlemen  and  others,  being  assisted  by  the  king's  favour  and  good 
countenance,  to  accompany  him  in  a  voyage  of  discorerie  upon  the  northwest  parts 
of  America,  whorein  his  persnasions  tooke  sach  eficct  that  within  a  abort  space 
many  gentlemen  of  the  Inns  of  Coart  and  of  the  Chancerie,  and  divers  others  of 
good  worship  desirous  to  see  the  strange  things  of  the  world,  very  willingly  entered 

into  tho  action  with  him The  whole  number  that  went 

in  the  two  tall  ships  the  Trinit'ie  and  the  Minion  were  five  score  persons,  whereof 
30  were  gentlemen,  which  all  were  mustered  in  warlike  manner  at  Gravescnd,  and 
after  the  receiving  of  the  sacrament  they  embarked  themselves  in  the  eade  of 
April  1536."' 

>  Pubcbab'  Hia  Pilgiinu,  1625.  aa  this,  and  tbe  fact  that  the  ship  mentioned 

I  When  we  remember  thai  Thome  had  by  Herrara  nas  armed,  had  come  frum  ifae 

an  agent,  Tyson,  in  tbe  Spaniih  West  Indies,  Ifaicallaos.cTossed  tbeGulf  Stream,  and  lost  a 

selling  armour  tor  bim,  it  deems  quile  un-  Piedmont  pilot  Ja  a  fight   with  the   natires, 

ueeeMiry  to  eoDDeei  (BAaaErr  and  Coaav)  need  in  no  way  apply  to  Rat'*  expedition, 
tbe  snival   of  an   Eagliih    Ihree-oia^ter    at  *  This  may  baie  been,  bowercr,  only  a 

Porto   Bicu  »i^   tbi*    exi<edi(iaD.     Endish  natural  name  ( I'rado — a  field)  applied  to  the 

■hips  were,  I  belieTc,  Oequeutly  in  tbe  BmzilH,  beautiAil  grasa-coveted  Magdalen  Island*, 
aikd  along  tbe  coast  of  Mutne,  even  as  early 
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They  appear  to  have  l)een  so  badly  victualled  thiit  they  were  guilty 

of   cannibalism ;   they 

had  110  pilot,  otherwise 

I  they  would  have  gone 

on  the  well-known 
track  to  Newfound  ■ 
land.  What  thirty 
idle  gentlemen  and 
briefless  bamutera  ex- 
pected to  find  or  do 
in  these  unknown  re- 
gions it  is  impossilile 
to  conjecture.  They 
did  not  lose  the  two 
tall  ships,  but  they 
were  so  starved  and 
impoverished  that,  but 
for  the  timely  arrival 
of  a  French  ship  in 
some  pai-t  of  the 
south  -  western  coast 
of  Newfoundland,  pro- 
bably White  Bear  Bay, 
they  Vfould  all  have 
ciKTALDc's  mr,  iBoL-i  IBM.'  perished.       The    only 

Ftom  Bamuiiu-i  -  Lc  Xarigafiani."  advantage  of  having  HO 

many   lawyers  aboai-d 
appears  at  this  juncture,  for,  saj's  Hakluyt : — 

"  When  in  their  dire  extremity,  and  as  they  were  (^ing  Ui  cnet  lota  who  ahonlil 
be  killed,  each  was  the  mercie  of  God,  that  in  the  same  night  there  arrived  a 
French  ship  in  that  port  well  fni-nished  viih  vittaile,  and  ttteh  was  the  poHeie  of  the 
Englith  [acting,  no  doubt,  on  the  adyi':e  ot  their  learned  cocnsel]  that  they  became 
maalcrsortbe  Bame,  and,  changing;  ehipH  and  vittailing  them,  they  set  Bail  to  come 
into  England.'' 

This  ill-fated  expedition,  product  of  the  enthusiasm  and  ignorance 
of  the  age,  is  one  of  the  niany  wrecks  with  whicli  our  history  is 
strewn;  court  gallants  and  hair-biained  lawyt-re  are  poor  substitutes 
for  practical  seamen  in  dangerous  exploiing  voyages;  Gilbeii's  dis- 
astrous expedition  is  a  still  more  striking  example  of  the  utter  folly  of 
putting  landsmen  in  chiii-ge  of  ships. 

'  This  is  the  first  engraved  map  specially  devoted  to  Newfaun  jland. 
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In  the  magDificent  work  of  Navarrete,  "  CoUeecion  de  loa  Viagea 
&&,"  recounting  all  the  discoveries  of  the  Spaniards  up  to  the  sixteenth 
century,  he  describes  the  voyage  in  1525  of  Estevan  Gomez,  a  Spaniard 
from  Comnna,  who  took  with  hira  a  crew  of  hardy  Basque  fishermen,  and 
explored  the  American  coast,  certainly  as  far  north  as  Cape  Kace ; 
on  the  strength  of  this  expedition  Diego  Ribero  marks  all  the  present 
United  States  as  the  land  of  Stephen  Gomez, "  Tiem  de  Estevan  Gomez," 
and  therefore  belonging  to  Spain.  Navarrete  says  he  found  the  sea 
full  of  fish,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  he  was  in  Newfoundland. 

It  is  clearly  proved,  as  well  as  any  remote  historical  event  can 
be  substantiated,  that  the  English,  Portuguese,  Bretons,  and  Normans 
were  the  first  fishermen  in  Newfoundland.  The  Spanish  Basques  or 
Biscayans  did  not  engage  regularly  in  the  fishery  until  about  1545 ; 
previous  to  that  period  they  carried  on  a  very  extensive  fisheiy  in 
Ireland ;  gradually  this  was  reduced,  and  the  Biscayans  turned  their 
attention  to  the  great  Transatlantic  fishery  ;  we  have  abundant  evidence 
that  besides  the  codfishery  they  carried  on  a  very  extensive  whale  and 
seal  fishery,  both  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  and  to  the  northward. 
Their  .head-quarters  were  in  the  gulf  and  straits  known  in  those 
ancient  times  as  the  Grand  Bay.  The  splendid  harbour  of  Port-Aux- 
Baaques  still  commemorates  their  presence  on  our  sliores.  The  Biscayims 
used  to  continue  their  operations  until  December.  From  these  hardy 
and  darittg  fishermen  England  had  to  obtain  horpooners  when  she  fiist 
began  whaling. 

We  seem  to  have  proof  of  the  commencement  of  the  Spanish 
fishery  in  the  Colony  in  a  very  complete  form.  First  there  is  the 
Spanish  permission  given  in  1511  by  Ferdinando  el  Catolico  to  Juan 
de  Agramonte  to  take  two  ships  : — 

"  A  descobrir  cierta  Uerro  noeTa  en  Iob  limite'e  que  b  qoh  perteiiescen — to 
discoTcr  certain  new  land  iritbta  the  ]iiiiiis  [fixed  bj  the  Pope]  wbicb  bolong  to 
ne.  [Tbo  charter  goes  on  to  atate  that  the  crew  mnat  be  Spaniards]  nith  the 
exception  of  two  pilots,  who  may  be  Bretons,  or  of  other  nation  who  have  been 
there — &  excepcion  de  dos  pitotos,  qne  permilia  fneran  Brelonei  o  de  otra  nacioa 
quo  alia  bay  an  estado."  ' 

Agramonte  sailed  to  North  America,  found  no  gold,  but  captured 
some  slaves ;  his  voyage  was  not  repeated.' 

'  Ddbo,  p.  310.  was  pluced  within  their  liniiii).    I  thick  these 

'  In  1523  Lucas  Vtrque^i  de  Aflloa  wu  fiaherieg  wvre  munh  further  noalh  than  our 

fcmnted  the  title  of  Adelautado.fifteen  1ea|;uei  Isiuud. 

iMjunre  of  Ispd,  tuid  two  codfi^heries  in   the  OTiedo^K  SpHaiard   and  coniempnrary 

iiinntrj  discoTered  by  him.     l>e  Ajllon  re-  of  Gomel — meotioua   no    Spaninh  veuels  in 

cfiTed  a  charter  in  (hit  ymr  lo  learch  for  a  KeivrouDdlaDd.    Herrara,  a  much  later  coni- 

etrait  north  of  Floriila,  but  wns  rrquircd  to  piUr,  does— »|ipsrtatlj-  nbout  1527, 
avoid  PoitugacBe  poBEessioiu  (XeHfouDdlaDd 
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Then  we  have  in  the  E^liah  Calendar  of  State  Papers  (vol.  v.,  443), 
1535 :— 1 

I  "Sir  A.  St.  Leger  said  tfaat  as  many  as  200  to  300  sail  of  Spanish  fisfaermeD 
might  sonietimea  b3  seen  at  one  time  in  Yalentia  Harbour  {in  Ireland]." 

In  the  Spanish  Naval  Records  edited  by  Captain  C.  .Fernandez 
Duro,  of  the  Royal  Spanish  Navy,  there  is  a — 

"  Uemoriai  from  the  son  of  Matias  de  Ecbevete  faying  that  be  was  the  first 
Spaniard  who  went  to  the  Newfonndland  fishery  in  a  French  Teasel  1545,  and 
afterwards  mode  28  voyages  up  to  1599,  being  the  founder  of  the  Basque  fishery 
there. — Memorial  del  hijo  de  Malias  de  £chevete  dioiendo  que  eate  fn^  el  primer 
Espaiiol  que  fub  a  la  pesca  do  Terra  Nova  en  nao  Franccsca  el  ano  IMS  j  despues 
liizo  23  TJBges  hasta  el    de   1599  sieudo    fundodor    de    la   pesca    de    los  Vas- 

And  in  1561  Sir  T.  Chamberlain  said  : — 

"The  Spanish  had  found  a  trade  to  Newfoundland  which  previously  they  did 
not  occupy  so  much."' 

If  the  memorial  of  Echevete  is  not  absolutely  true,  it  repiesents 
subatantially  the  truth,  for  Navarette  doea  not  claim  a  very  early 
|iarticipation  in  our  fishery  for  his  countrymen,  but  considers  probably 
the  report  of  Gomez  gave  an  impetus  to  the  fishery ;  he  mentions  the 
Biscayan  lawsuit  in  1561,  at  San  Sebastian,  when  evidence  was,  given 
by  sailors  having  been  forty  years  in  the  tiade,  but  Navarette  does  not 
lay  much  stress  upon  this,  and  it  seems  most  likely  their  fishing  in 
Newfoundland  did  not  a&sume  a  national  character  till  about  1546; 
judging  from  the  accounts  of  the  Spanish  historians,  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  individual  t-hipa  came  upon  the  coast  to  trade  from  the  earliest 
times,  possibly  bringing  salt  and  returning  with  fish.* 

But  the  question  appears  to  be  completely  settled  by  the  following 
account  by  Captain  Duro  of  this  lawsuit,  taken  from  the  Records  of 
San  Sebustian  :— 

"  In  1561  a  dispute  arose  abont  the  payment  to  the  Church  of  Two  per  cent, 
on  the  products  ot  the  Newfonndland  fishery,  at  which  lime  nitnesses  were  asked 
if  they  knew  if  the  Newfoundland  flsheiy  had  been  followed  for  only  a  few  years. 
Amongst  the  declarants  were  some  old  men  of  seventy,  who  all  agreed  that  this 
fishery  wne  not  more  than  from  seveuleen  to  twenty  years  established  before  then. 
That  in  to  say  that  they  frequented  Newfonndland  from  1541  to  1546,  and  on  account 
of  the  very  much  gain  in  these  voyages  they  had  abandoned  their  fishery  in 
Flanders  England  end  other  places.  Some  of  the  witnesses  asid  that  the  fishery 
of  Newfonndland  hsd  been  discovered  since  the  year  1526  and  that  the  Gaipuscoaus 
rarrijditonsiTiceiaiO.-' 

"  En  el  pleito  seguido  en  San  Rebnstiiin  el  ano  1561  con  los  raaestree  de  Naos, 
sobre  pagar  k  las  iglesias  el  doB  por  oiento  de  los  prodnctos  de  la  peaca  de  Terra. 
Nova  en  el  coal  sapregnuto  a  los  t«Btigos.  Si  tilcn  quela  pea^ueriade  Tierranufpa 
titi  leido  hallada  y  vsada  de  pocoi  aiios  y   tiemjio  h  csia  parte ;  y  habiendo  entre 

'  Seeordt.     Probably  exajrgtTaitd.  '  See    H*iiris6e'8   Discoeerg  o/  North 

"   "         '      '     ade  Not,  p.  313.  America,  1892. 


"  Becords, 
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los  doclarantea  alKunos  anci&noa  liasta  do  setenta  anos  t6do3  estavieron  conformes 
en  que  la  pesca  no  contaba  mayor  antigaedad  que  de  diez  y  seis  &  veinte  afios  a  la 
TecliB  r  63  decir,  qne  se  frecnentaba  desde  1541  6  1545  y  que  por  la  mncha  ganancia 
que  prodacian  eetos  viagea  He  habian  abandonado  los  to  Flaudee,  Inglatierra  y 
otroB  parteH,  &c.' 

The  celebrated  voyages  of  Jacques  Cartier  in  1531',  153.5,  and  1541 , 
gave  France  the  title  to  Canada.  Cartier  had  probably  been  an  old 
fisherman  on  the  Newfoundland  coast ; 
his  native  port,  St.  Malo,  every 
year  sent  out  fishermen  to  the  New 
World.  It  is  to  Cartier  that  we 
owe  the  first  description  of  the  noble 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  a  true  con- 
figuration of  our  island ;  although  bis 
enterprise  was  barren  of  results  and 
liis  attempts  at  colonising  Canada 
failed,  he  greatly  enlarged  our  know- 
ledge of  the  New  World,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  mighty  empire  of 
New  France. 

Sieur  Jean  Francis  de  la  Roche, 
Seigneur     de     Roberval,     who     had  jicttDu  cutieb. 

sailed    in   August    1541    with    three  4ft«rain>td portrait. 

ships  with  two  hundred  persons  and 

"  divers  gentlemen  of  quality,"  affoixJs  another  example  like  Hore,  of  the 
failure  of  landsmen  in  naval  affairs.  On  his  way  to  Quer«c  he  met 
Jallobert  and  Noel,  two  of  Cartier's  captains,  in  St.  John's,*  His  expedi- 
tion to  New  France  was  a  series  of  disasters.  In  the  autumn  of  154.S 
he  and  all  his  followers  abandoned  the  Colony.  The  account  of 
Roberval's  voyage  is  very  meagre,  and  we  can  only  gather  from  it  that 
our  harbour  of  St.  John's,  even  in  that  early  age,  was  the  capital  and 
head-quarters  of  the  Transatlantic  fishery.  On  his  arrival,  Roberval  tells 
«8  that  he  found  seventeen  ships  of  fishers  in  the  harbour;  un- 
fortunately he  does  not  give  us  their  nationality.  He  also  had  a  dispute 
with  some  Portuguese  fishermen  in  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle,  Clearly 
these  old  cod  smacks  had  discovered  all  around  the  St.  Lawrence  long 
before  the  court  gallants  and  their  grand  expeditions.  Cartier's 
patent  was  strenuously  opposed  at  Court  by  the  Breton  merchants,  who 
conisidered  these  exploiing  exjiedltions  would  injure  their  fishing  rights 
in  the  Gulf,  and  even  when  he  obtained  his  grant,  they  were  able  to 

'  C.  F.  DiTBo's  Area  de  Naf,  p.  314.  ami 

*  Hnhlajt'ti  statement  that  Ruherval  met      autunin   oF   1541; 
Cartier  is  disproved  bj'  Gossclin.    Roberral's      small  number  of  r< 
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prevent  his   getting   a   crew   until   the   king  sent   peremptory   orders 
to  the  authorities  at  St.  Male.     Cartier  mentions  meeting  French  6s)icr- 


From  an  nvrarimg  of  Xtriam't. 

mon  in  the  Gulf,  probably  at  Brest — Entre  dii   Golf — from  the  very 
earliest  times  the  northern  liesd-quartei-a  of  the  Gulf  fishery. 


There  is  little  to  note  concerning  our  Island  history  during  this 
reign.  Far  from  the  jarring  stiife  of  Europe,  the  fishermen  pursued 
their  humble  tra'Je  in  Newfoundland ;  year  by  year  they  built  up  a 
great  business,  wliich  grew  an<l  prospered  and  enriched  England, 

Both  the  great  Tudor  monarchs  were  statesmen — men  of  energy  and 
ability — yet  both  failed  to  grasp  the  idi^a  of  a  Colonial  Empire  ;  just  aa 
in  our  days  parish  politics  in  the  Col'inies  and  narrow  views  at  home 
obscure  from  our  countrymen  the  grand  idea  of  Imperial  Federation. 
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APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  III. 


I.  The  Buq^ne  Fishery. 

The  wordi  "BUcayan"  anil  "Gtiipnu- 
coan''  occur  trequently  in  the  old  wrilers; 
they  refer  to  two  diviaions  of  the  Basque 
provinoeii  in  Spain,  the  third  province, 
"  AIbvb,"  lieiu);  inland,  is  not  mentioned. 

The  Spajiish  Itasq-ies  nere  amon([9t  ihe 
most  adrenturouB  naTi^atorB  in  Europe,  they 
were  the  great  whnlere  of  ancient  dayi.  There 
are  Tery  <-arly  notices  of  their  codfiehiiig ;  a 
trefttj  wa«  made  between  them  and  Edward 
III.,  signed  1st  August  1351,  which  conceded 
to  them  the  ri|rbl  to  fish  on  the  Knglish  coast 
for  certain  pnymenlR  during  twenty  years. 
ICatahrete,  vol.  i.,  p.  48,  sayu : — 

"  El  padre  Laa  Casas,  que  poseyrf  loa 
pnpeles  de  Colon,  dico  que  el  Admirsnte, 
tenia  apnntado  en  an  Iibro  de  memorias,  entre 
otTos  indicioB  de  la  existenria  de  lieiras  al 
Occklmte,  qne  no  marinero  luerto,  eu  el  piierto 
de  Santa  Maria,  j  otro  Gallcgo.  en  Marcia,  le 
habiaii  dieho.  quo  nn  Tiage  que  hicierou  i 
Irlanda,  desviadiu  de  su  dprrota,  uavegaron 
ISQlo  at  N,0.,  que  avistaroQ  una  tierra  que 
imaeinarion  ser  la  Tartaria,  y  era  Tetra 
Nova." 

"  Father  LaK  Casas,  who  bad  poises- 
sioD  of  Colambiu'  papers,  taje  that  Ihe 
Admiral  had  an  entry  in  his  note  book, 
amongst  other  indications  of  the  existence  of 
lauds  in  the  West,  that  a  cock-eyed  sailor  in 
Sl.Mary'sFortandaoother.Gallego.in  Mnrcia, 
had  lold  him  that  on  a  voyage  which  they 
had  made  to  Ireland,  thrown  cut  of  thciT 
coume,  they  sailed  «o  far  to  the  north-wedt 
that  they  saw  land,  which  they  imsgined  to  be 
Tartary  and  was  Newfouudlnnd." 

This  is  a  very  doubtful  story.  If  land 
waf  seen,  it  was  most  probsbly  Greenland, 
which  appeared  upon  maps  before  Columbus' 
voyage,  and  was  undonbiedly  visited  by 
traders,  most  likely  Biscayan  whalers,  before 
Cabot's  discovery.  The  name  Labrador 
(given  apparently  to  all  ibe  land  nurth  of 
Newfoundland  at  first)  has  been  claimed  as 
that  of  a  Kiscayan  whalinft  captaio.  Scoresby's 
book  contains  much  ioformaliou  on  this  wbals 
fishery. 

The  facts  given  in  Ihe  teit  are  strongly 
a^iust  the  claim  that  these  men  fished  in 
Newfonndland  before  1497.  Juan  de  la  Co;a, 
a  Biscayan,  and  the  highest  authority  of  his 
day,  does  not  appear  lo  know  our  const,  nor 
do  there  appear  to  be  any  names  of  a 
Biscayan  source  on  the  earliest  maps. 

A  Spaiiith  writer,  T^im*  Cano,  declares, 
that    since   the   Spaniards   lost    this    fishery 


487,^00  qtls.  have  been  annually  consumed  io 
tSpain,  costing  £600,000. 

Bad  government  has  been  Ihe  curse  of 
Spain,  and  of  all  Lhe  Spanish  colonies  ;  it  fell 
most  heavily  on  these  fair  Basque  provinces. 
All  the  industry,  both  by  sea  and  land,  of  these 
hnrdy  toilers,  these  brave  industrious  Can- 
tabnans,  coold  make  no  headway  against 
kings,  who,  notwithstanding  repeated  royal 
promises  to  respect  their  rights,  laid  an  em- 
bargo on  theii  ships  and  toolk  their  laboiirerB 
and  seamen  to  man  the  royal  fleel8. 

There  is  no  more  piteous  story  in 
Gnropenn  history  than  the  decay  and 
impoverishmeot  of  this  great  Basque  nation 
by  Spanish  misgovern ment.  A  witty  proverb 
well  expresses  ihis  chronic  cause  of  national 
decay.  The  saintly  Alfonso  was  in  snch  high 
favour  io  Heaven  that  the  Holy  Virgin  could 
not  refuse  his  prayers  i  he  supplicated  that 
the  Spaniards  might  be  the  bravest,  and  their 
women  might  be  the  mo't  lovely,  and  their 
country  the  most  fertile ;  all  was  granted. 
"  Une  mure  favour.  Holy  Mother,"  said  the 
king,  "give  Spain  a  g.iod  government." 
*'  Ko,  my  son,"  said  the  Virgin,  "  if  Spain  had 
a  good  government  I  would  not  be  able  to 
keep  an  angel  in  Heaven  a  day  longer." 

Echevete  gives  an  account  of  the  SpiiniKh 
fishing  and  whaling  fleet  being  caught  in  the 
autumn  of  15TT  and  frozen  up  in  some  port  in 
Kewfouudland  ot  Labrador  (in  the  original 
record  the  nsme  is  left  blank),  that  five  hun- 
dred and  forty  men  died,  and  that  seventeen 
of  the  best  sailors  of  Zarauz  were  amongst 
them.  IVe  know  from  Whitbonme  and  Guy's 
instrdctions  that  Ihe  Biscayans  remained  io 
Newtomidlnnd  until  very  late  in  December. 
With  their  poor  appliances  for  b.'aling  and 
ragged  clothing  they  may  have  succumbed  to 
the    rigonrs   of  an    unusually   hard 


up.  A  number  of  English  crews  were  caught 
in  this  way  in  the  winter  of  1SI7  as  far  south 
as  Renews. 

The  Basques  had  fine  vessels.  In  1S86 
Bingham  mentions  Ihe  capture  of  one  off 
Ireland  of  four  hundred  tons  with  &  large 
crew,  mostly  boys,  and  very  ragged. 

We  learn  from  the  Spanish  Hecords  that, 
in  1S49,  a  Biscayan  Catholic  priest  ministered 
to  the  spiritual  wants  of  his  devout  countrymen 
in  Newfoundland;  Ihe  Spanish  Baiiques,  like 
the  noble  Bretons,  being  distinguished  for 
their  loyalty  to  the  Church.  The  Basques 
in    our   limes   are    celebrated   as  Catholics, 
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ConserrntiveH,  and  CarlietB.  "  IMos,  Patrfa,  y 
Hej,"  is  the  proTincial  war  cry. 

"  1519.  Marzo  23.  Memorial  de  Jacobo 
ie  Ibacela  Maestro  de  Sao  previeodo  para  la 
ptKca  de  Terra  Nova  pidiendo  omainentos 
para  que  nn  clerigo  que  llcva  a  botdo  puede 
decir  miaa  va  aquella  Tieira."— (Coii«. 
Vargas,  Ponce,  lei/  III.) 

1  he  Spanish  liecords  state  that  duriDft  the 
reign  of  Philip  II.  tvo  hundri:d  ships  sod  six 
ihousand  men  were  employed  in  Neofouod- 
land.  The  king  winhed  them  to  have  a 
coovoy  of  sbips  of  w»r;  ia  IS53  there  *m 
a  Koyal  onlinaDce  to  this  etiect.  The  Bib- 
cajaos  thanked  the  kini^  for  bis  8<<licitude 
aboui  their  intereats,  but  they  did  not  wish  to 
have  his  shipa  with  them ;  theirs  were  ready 
10  sail,  aad  they  bad  eipeoded  two  hundred 
ihimennd  dDcatt  Siiitig  them  onl.  Tbe  order 
was  revoked.  The  Biscayans  argued  tbat  they 
vere  safer  going  together  in  twos  and  threes 
than  in  a  fleet. 

They  were  very  jealous  of  their  pn>- 
Tincial  rifthts,  and  rebelled  a^inst  tbe  reqnisi- 
lioQ^  made  on  them  by  Philip  II.  for  ships 

We  hate  preserved  the  report  to  tbe 
qneen  of  a  conversation  of  Sir  T.  Chamberlain 
with  the  King  of  Spain,  ISei : — 

"IiiBIscay  they  bad  for  alonv  time  felled 
timber  for  building  ships,  and  planted  Done, 
BO  there  was  scarcely  any  now,  and  that 
double  the  price  it  was  30  years  ago.  Those 
of  Biscay  frankly  declared  that  their  ships 
had  been  so  often  stopped  for  the  king's 
service  and  so  badly  paid,  that  they  had  to 
turn  to  other  trades.  He  [Chamberlain] 
alleged  another  reason  to  prove  the  country 
was  not  dcxtitule  of  shipping  by  their  trading 
further  oft,  and  that  they,  the  Spaoish.  have 
found  a  trade  unto  the  Nenfoundlaud  for 
fish,  which  they  did  not  previously  occupy  so 

As  the  result  of  Sir  B.  Drake's  eipedition 
iu  15S5,  the  fishermen  did  not  propose  to  go 
to  Newfoundland  Id  I&RG  {Adeerlisemenls/rom 
Spain),  and  in  fact  a  gencttJ  emhargo  wa^ 
laid  on  tbe  while  fleet. 

Id  1S8T  (year  before  the  Armada), 
24  June,  St.  Jebaa  de  Luce.  Shutn  wrote  to 
Walsingham  :— "  In  Spain  it  secmg  they  are 
in  hopes  of  peace  with  Her  Majesty  and  along 
tbe  coasts  adjoining  France  it  is  much  desired 
insomuch  as  they  are  not  pressing  forward 
the  rigftitRof  ten  large  ships,  he  gave  Walsing- 
bam  advice  of.  And  whereas  it  was  prohibited 
in  all  the  Ports  of  La  Provence  and  Biscay 
that  none  should  go  forth  unto  tbe  Newland  a 
fishing,  of  late  it  is  permitted  and  they  are 

Ereparing  as  they  of  custom  have  done 
itherto."— (/fa{)ieM  MS.) 

This  is  conGrmed  by  the  Spanish  Records. 
A  royal  order  forbade  any  ships  to  sail  to 
Newfoundland  without  licence )  the  ships  were 
vantedfortheAmiada.  then  preparing.  It  was 
only  on  the  ISlb  July  that  instructions  were 
sent  to  release  ihem,  with  a  warning  to  go 


well  armed,  and  be  careful  about   English 
pirates  from  Bochelle. 

The  scare  of  the  impending  conflict  vir* 
tuallv  destroyed  the  Biscayan  lisbery  From 
thiii  lime  (oi-wa'd  the  Newfounriiand  fishery 
was  priocipallj  in  Kngiish  band*.  The  great 
Spanish  Qeet  dwindled  down  in  a  few  years 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  sail  to  less  than 
tea.  For  we  learn  iu  IS 93,  from  Sylvester 
Wyal.  who  made  a  voyage  from  Bristol  to 
Newfoundland,  that  be  found  only  eight 
Spanish  vessels  in  a  fleet  of  upwards  of  eighty 
sail  of  French  and  Englisii. 

The  ^Spanish  fishery  not  only  suffered 
from  the  war,  but  from  the  eicessive  duties 
imposed  on  their  products.  It  was  the  most 
flourishing  industry  in  Spain,  but  the  im- 
pecunious  Goreroment,  instead  of  encouraging 
It,  helped  to  destroy  it  by  a  load  of  taxation 
and  severe  restrictions,  r-Hpecially  the  mono- 
poly of  solt. 

In  101)2  seven  Basque  vessels  went  to 
Newfoundland  for  whaling,  and  many  more 
tor  fishing. 

In  1G31  the  Bincayan  fishery  to  New- 
foQndland  was  in  very  low  water;  in  1631 
only  six  ships  went  oat;  in  I63S  thirty  sbipt 
were  in  the  business. 

In  1681,  however,  from  the  Port  of 
Passage  alone,  there  were  13  vessels  of  2,B10 
toot  and  S50  men  for  codfishing  Id  Newfound- 
land, and  nine  vessels  of  2,060  toos  foe 
whaling ;  they  carried  from  5  to  SO  guns. 

In  I6S1  the  French  prohibited  the 
Basques  from  fishing  iu  Newfoundland.  I  do 
not  think  this  order  was  ever  really  carried 
out.  From  the  English  Kecordi  it  appears 
very  distinctly  tbat  the  Biscayans  fished  with 
the  French,  and  were  on  the  most  friendly 
terms.  The  Spanish  and  French  Basques  were 
always  most  closely  allied. 

In  1690.  according  to  the  Spanish 
Records,  the  French  again  refused  to  allov 
them  to  fish  there  any  more,  as  it  was  a 
French  colony. 

From  a  return^  of  the  sworn  testimony 
taken  at  St.  Sebastian  in  1^97,  gi*en  in 
Captain  Duro's  book,  we  bave  fuller  infarmat  ion 
on  tbe  subject  of  the  French  excluding  the 
Biscayans  ftom  Newfoundland. 

The  first  wiiuess  called  was  Captain 
Martin  De  Sipiaiu.  His  tfstlniony  is  as 
follows  :— 

"  Que  en  el  tiempo  de  Eiumemoria,  que  la 
tiene  de  cuarenta  y  ooho  anos  »  esta  pane, 
habia  visto  qui  los  naturales  de  esla  provincia 
ban  ido  I  Ins  Mae  y  costaa  de  Terra  Nuva  it 
hacer  pesca  de  bacallao  eu  cualquier  puerto, 
como  son  Traspas,  Sauta  Maria,  Conillas 
I'lsccncia,  Petit  Placencia,  Petit  Paradis, 
Martins,  .Barin  Chnmea.  Buria  Andia.  San 
Loreni  Chumea,  San  Laurenz  Andia,  San 
Pierre,  Forluna,  Miquele  Pnrtu,  Chisco  Porta, 
Senoria.  Opot  I'ortu,  Tres  Islas,  Portuchoa  y 
Kchaide  Portu  que  este  ultimo  lo  deecubrio 
Juau  de  Ecliaidu." 
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il  Biscayans  had  gone  to  the  islands  and 
coosta  oF  Newfoundlaad  to  fish  in  an;  port, 
such  as  the  following  [as  aboTe],  and  at 
£chaide  Porta,  which  wai  discoTered  by  Juan 
Kchaide,  a   Dative  of  Ht.  Sebaetian,  Sapiain 

"  He  knew  Echaide,  who  died  forty  yean 
ftgo  [ISSO],  b^DK  then  eighty  years  old. 
That  ia  noae  of  these  ports  had  there  ever 
been  any  embargo  or  impediment  by  the 
Bubjects  of  the  King  of  France  or  of  any 
other  kingdom,  and  that,  without  dislinciion 
or  preference,  whoever  occupied  Gnt  io  the 
harbour  had  the  preference,  according  to  im- 
tnemoriul  custom,  whereof  the  memory  of  man 
runneth  not  to  the  contrary  ;  and  he  has  spen 
this  until  the  present  year,  whan  they  have 
been  interrupted  by  the  French." 

With  the  products  of  succensfiil  whaling, 
fishing,  and  eealing  in  Newfoundland,  the 
Spanish  Basques  built  the  stately  old  houses 
which  are  the  admiration  of  travellers,  amidst 
the  green  bills  and  lovely  vales  of  Alara, 
Viscaya,  and  Guipuscoa,  the  fairest  scenes  in 
■II  Northern  Spain. 

Many  of  the  old  Biscayan  families  hare  a 
whale  in  their  coats  of  arms,  showing  that  the 
founders  made  their  fortunes  in  the  fitibiDg 
and  whaling  business.  Clements  H.  Marlc- 
ham,  C.B.,  F.B.S.,  in  his  paper  on  the  Basque 
whale  fishery,  shows  that  the  Basques  cap- 
tured the  whale  {Balana  BiKayenait)  from 
time  immemorial  io  boats ;  that  Baffin  and 
the  first  English  whaling  vessels  were  in  the 
habit  of  sbippine  boais'  crews  of  Basques  to 
harpoon  the  whales ;  also  that  the  word  "  linr- 
poon "  is  derived  from  the  Basque  word 
"  arpoi,"  the  root  being  "  nr,"  to  take 
quickly;    the    Basque    "harpoinari"    is    a 

Viscaya  (Biscay)  and  Ouipuscoa  and 
Alava  had  free  institutions  long  before  Eng- 
land. 

n.  The  French  Hewfonudland  Fisherf. 

The  French  have  always  been  our  great 
rivals  in  the  Newfoundland  fishery,  and  twice 
they  have  overrun  the  Colony  and  completely 
defeated  the  Knglish. 

Thdr  fishermen,  the  Nonnans  and 
Bretons,  were  amongst  the  first  to  carry  on 
the  great  Transatlaulic  trade  in  Newfound- 
land ;  Farkhurst  said  these  daring  old  mariners 
bad  very  small,  poorly  filled  out  vessels,  yet 
they  fiahed  on  the  banks  in  the  most  stormy 
month  of  the  year;  Whiibourne  mentions 
meeliog  tlicin  on  his  way  out  in  the  spring. 

Jn  1523  a  Captain  Coo  took  several  French 
priies,  amongst  them  a  Kbip  of  Konen,  with 
Newfoundland  fish,  fisher  boats,  crays,  tic, 
TheTrenchmen  seem  to  have  made  a  stubborn 
resistance,  tor  it  cost  £6  I8j.  io  heal  siilein 
men  burnt  in  taking  this  Newfoundland  ship. 
/    J.,  2729, 


In  1539.  in  consequence  of  robberies  by 
Bristol's  barks,  no  iireton  or  Portuguese  ships 
dare  come  to  Miirord,  but  in  1537  we  find  the 
tables  turned  and  French  and  Spanish  openly 
plundering  Knglish  fishing  vessels  and  entering 
harbours,  and  as  late  as  1658  we  learn  that 
the  trade  of  Bristol  was  thoroughly  crippled 
on  account  of  great  losses  from  enemies  who 
had  taken  their  best  ships. 

In  1343  there  is  a  letter  from  the  Privy 
Council  to  the  Mayor  of  Bristol  to  discharge 
a  French  ship  laden  with  fish  out  of  New- 
foundland, which  was  arretted  for  certain 
considerations  in  that  port. 

In  isai  the  La  Barbara,  at  "  Seynt 
Bridgean,"  John  Callaye,  master,  with  tish 
from  Newfoundland  Itland,  was  stranded  at 
"  Itammersgate." 

French  fishing  in  Newfoundland  was  so 
flonrisbing  in  1540  that  the  autborilies  of 
St.  Malo  had  to  stay  ships  in  order  to  get 
Cartier  a  crew.  In  1541  and  1542  no  less 
than  sixty  French  ships  were  fishing  In  Kew- 
Ibundland  (GoHBELiN).  In  1546  we  have  the 
report  of  John  Kraoeis  of  Boan(ltouen)  being 
spoiled  by  an  Knglish  pirate  of  Newland  fish. 
In  January  and  February  1544  from  Havre, 
Uouen,  Dieppe,  and  llarfleur  about  two  ships 
left  every  day  for  the  fishery.  In  I54S  no 
ship  of  France  left  for  Canada  for  fear  of  tbe 
Spaniards. 

By  the  foreign  lotclligunce  from  France 
we  learn  that  the  English  agent  found  at 
St.  Malo  on  the  laih  April  1560  twenty-fire 
ships  waiting  for  a  fair  wind  for  Newfound- 
land,  and  at  Carcotle  five  ships  ready  to  start 
with  those  of  St.  Malo. 

From  the  Records  in  1961  we  know  that 
thirty  ships  left  (or  Newland  from  the  little 
towns  of  Jumieges,  Yalerville,  and  La  Bonille, 
and  that  the  tonnage  had  risen  from  seventy  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  for  these  ships,  and 
that  many  of  them  were  "  well  appointed." 
Neither  of  these  siatemcnts  agree  with  Park- 
burst'e  description. 

Elizabeth's  Government  seem  to  have 
been  always  eager  for  Information  about  the 
French  Newfoundland  fleet.  On  April  20 
1561  Throckmorton  reported  to  the  queen  ; — 

"  The  Constable  of  France  said  that  he 
knew  no  more  about  the  rigging  of  a  ship  than 
about  the  day  of  judgment,  nor  of  army,  men, 
muuitionB  or  artillery  for  these  ships ;  that 
now  was  the  time  their  men  used  to  prepare 
to  go  to  Newfoundland  for  fishing,  and  pcr- 
adventure  some  would  go  to  Borne  [a  neat  hit 
at  the  I'roteslaot  WBlsingham],  That  they 
made  three  notable  voyages  in  the  year,  in  the 
spring  to  Newfoundland  fishing.  In  August 
to  the  Bourbage,  and  in  October  to  Bochelle 
and  Botdeani  for  wines." 

The  French  fishing  fleet  was  by  tar  the 
largest  during  the  early  period  from  1504  to 
ISBO.  Owing  probably  to  the  wars  and  tbe 
distracted  state  of  France,  the  French  fishing 
declined  duiing  the  reign  of  Eliiabcih,and  on 
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the  advent  of  Jamee  to  the  throne,  out  of  400 
veseela  engtged  in  the  trade,  the  English  hnd 
9S0  and  later  970 1  of  the  remaining  ISO 
tcbmIb  there  were  not  prohahlj'  more  thaa 
70  or  PO  French.  In  1645  the  French  were 
the  onljr  rivals  of  the  Eogliah  in  Newfoond- 
Isnd ;  their  nambera  weie  th^n  reckoned  at 
100  sail. 

Id  the  following  chapters  I  shall  refer  to 
this  important  subject  more  M  length,  in  order 
to  show  the  great  change  which  took  place  in 


the  relatiTe  positkuis  of  the  great  conlendiii({ 
parties.  During  the  reign  of  the  Tudora, 
until  the  occupation  of  PlacentU  by  tlie 
French,  and  even  for  a  feir  yuan  later,  the^ 
fisfaed,  in  common  with  the  Eugllsh,  all  about 
the  cbast,  but  chiefly  on  the  north  part  of  the 
Island,  called  hy  them  "  Petit  Kord,"  extend- 
ing from  Whit*  Bay  to  Quirpon,  and  on  the 
south  and  west  extending  from  Cape  lUce  to 
Cape  Bay. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

REIGyr  OF  EDfVARD    VI. 

15+7-1553. 

int. — 2nd  &  3rd  Eilward  VT.,  Act  of  Parliunent  ptmishiiiE  officers  of  the  Admirttit]'  for 
laltiiifC  bribei  from  Ihe  fishermen  of  Newfonndluid,  Iceland,  and  Ireland. 
1549. — A  priest  sccompmleii  the  Baiqne  fleet  to  Newfoundliwd. 
)5S0. — Map,  B.M.  MSS.,  17,9S86,  thowing  English  inflnence. 

REION  OF  MARY. 
1553-1558. 

t  Newfoundland  fleet  sboold  be  conrojed ;  order 
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t  Mulo,  waiting  for  a  fair  wind  for  Newfouodiand,  and  flvo 

15C1. — SirT,  CbambetltlD'i  report  on  Basque  ihippiofr.  The  Constable  of  France's  repoit 
opon  the  movement  of  Frenuh  sbipx ;  tbirtj  ships  go  from  Jomi^res,  Vaterrille,  and  La  Bonille 
to  Newfoundland ;  dispute  abont  paymeDt  of  tithes  to  the  church  of  St.  Sebastian  by  Basque 
Newfonndhuid  flsbennen. 

1962. — Act  ooDGrmiDg  Snd  &  8rd  Edward  VT. 
1564. — 5  E1i(.  e.  T.,  Act  forbidding  cod  to  be  imparted  in  barrels. 

1565. — Hawkins,  on  his  wa?  from  West  Indies,  stoppinsi  on  the  bnnks  to  fish.  Frobiiiher'H 
Toja)^  of  discoverj  tor  a  narth-went  passage  ;  names  Fj-obixher's  atmiu. 

15G8. — Petition  against  importation  of  dried  fish  fatielj  marked  as  "Iceland." 
1577. — Baiqne  fleet  froien  up  in  Newfoundland  or  Labrador)  fire  hundred  and  forty  men 
perished . 

15TH.— Anthony  Parkbarst's  Toynfte  and  description  of  the  eountiy  :  fifty  English  vessfls 
engaged  in  Newfoundland  fishery)  Fmnce  and  Spain,  one  hundred  aod  fifty  sail  each; 
Portiuuese,  fifty.  Sir  H.  Gilbert's  first  voya^  i  stayed  a  short  time  ;  lott  a  ship  and  a  bold 
captain.  Miles  Morgan ;  defeated  bj  Spaniards. 

1579. — Wbilboume's  first  Toyage  to  Newfonndland,  in  a  ship  of  Master  Cotton's,  oi 
Southampton;  loaded  in  Trinity. 

1580. — Demand  of  Denmark  for  payment  of  usual  licence  feci  in  Iceland.  Charter-party 
for  Newfoundland  fish  at  10>.  pel?  100,  and  oil  at  £13,  freight  to  Bordeaiti  Zis. 

15BI. — Only  two  hundred  traders  going  to  Iceland ;  23  Elii,  e.  vii.,  relating  lo  the  fishery. 
158S. — Voyage  of  Sir  Thomas  Hampshire  to  Newfoundland  with  five  ships  ;  settled  the 
tenure  of  abips"  rooms. 

1583. — Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert's  last  voyage ;  came  lo  St.  John's  to  get  supplies ;  look 
possession  of  tbe  Colony ;  made  several  grants  of  land :  \i>s%.  on  passage  home.  First 
iniportaDt  description  of  the  ciiuQlry  by  Hayes,  the  captain  of  the  only  snmving  vessel  of  the 
expeditjon.  Feckbam's  Brief  Dtscouise.  Over  two  hundred  sail  of  Spanish  Basques  fishing, 
whaling,  aod  sealing  on  our  cnants  and  Labrador.  Petition  of  Doirniug  to  import  barrelled 
fish)  further  petition  in  1586  of  Sir  Wm,  Gorges  on  the  same  subject. 

1585. — Kr  Walter  Raleigh's  GrAt  colonisotisn  at  Boanoke,  in  Virginia;  colony  destroyed, 
^r  Bernard  Drake,  with  a  commisNion  from  Kliiabeth.  seizeil  several  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
vessels  in  Newfoundland;  met  Whilboume  in  St,  John's. 
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1586.^ — Tnilonlure  of  NewfoaDdlnnd  fish  for  tbe  army  in  Ireland  at  iOn.  per  IW.  Banque 
flpet  forbidden  to  gn  to  KewfouDdJund.     Drake   reports  "the  PaiiBage"fuU  of  Newfonnd- 

land  fish,  "  new  and  very  good." 

1!<M. — Embargo  on  Basque  fleet  not  wjibdnran  Ibia  jear  till  ISth  Jul;. 

1  .SSS.— Spanish  Invincible  Armada  defeated  by  tbe  Eoglish  ;  Kngliab  NeKfoandland  fleet 
stayed  at  liome  lo  tight ;  great  fleet  of  Spanish  Basques  practically  disappears  from  New- 
foundland from  this  date. 

1589.— Only  10,000  Newfoundland  fish  on  the  market  h 
of  tbi'  West  prohibited  from  tmdmg  to  Brittany  (iben  ii 
ordered  to  go  to  Jersey  and  Guernsey  instead. 

1591. — Petitions  of  P.  de  Hody  and  Harqnes  fbr  restitution  of  ships  and  fiah  captured  by 
Bristol  privateers.  Prtitiun  about  ancient  right  of  English  to  flab  in  Iceland,  upon  payment 
of  merely  nominal  licences. 

1S92. — Twenty  Spanish  ships- of- war  off  Sc Illy  trying  to  intercept  tlie  English  Kewfoundland 
fleet. 

1593.— Richard  Slranpc  made  a  voyage  to  prosecote  *eal  fisheryi  head-quartern  at  Ramea, 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  SylTestcr  Wyel  from  Bristol  found  only  eight  Spanish  ships  in  a  fleet 
of  eighty ;  statement  in  the  Bouse  of  Commons  by  IJaleigh.  on  19di  Eebruary,  that  the 
Newfonndland  fisherj-  was  the  atay  and  support  of  the  West  of  England  ;  there  is  olso  a  letter 
of  Kaleigb'a  of  ihisj'ear,  stating  that  the  Newfoundland  "  voyages  "  were  the  oul)>  ones  making 
any  profit. 

159*. — Caplain  Bice  Jones,  of  Brittol,  made  a  voyage  lo  Newfoundland,  and  prosecuted 
Ihefisberj'  at  St.  Pierre.  Gnerneey  destitute  of  provisions  and  Newfoundland  fish.  Newfound- 
land fleet  in  danger  from  three  Spanish  men-of-war  ^  Baleigli  writes  to  Cecil,  that  all  the 
Newfoundland  fleet  of  one  handred  sail  may  be  taken,  "the  greatest calamitg  tchich  could 
be/all  England." 

1595. — Supplies  i^om  Newfoundland  for  army  in  Iretand. 

169S. — French  pirate,  Michel  de  Sanee,  captured  English  vessel  commanded  by  Richard 
Clark. 

1J9T, — Charles  Leigh  and  Abraham  Von  Herwic,  London  merchaois,  came  out  to  do 
bu<iuess  in  Newfoundland.  June  15tb  to  2-llb— Sir  Anthony  Shirley  re-victualled  in  New- 
fciuiidland  nn  his  wa;  to  KogUnd.  Dutch,  Irish,  and  French  shipa  at  Plymouth  in  September, 
wailing  to  buy  fish  when  the  English  Newfoundland  fleet  arrived. 

1 599  — Large  cai^oes  of  Newfoundland  fish  brought  to  Southampton  and  Poole ;  greater 
part  sold  by  October  to  go  to  Spain,  by  way  of  France. 

159y. — Licence  to  Rowpan  to  enport  60,000  Newfoundland  fish  from  England. 

1600. — Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  Governor  ct  Jersey,  inaugurated  trade  bet\»cen  the  Island  and 
Newfoundland;  Jersey  a  free  port.  Newfoundland  fish  selling  in  Buyonne  at  14  to  19  royals, 
"  according  to  goodness." 

1601. — Spanish  vessels  attempUng  to  intercept  the  Newfoundland  fleet 

1609. — Spanish  Newfoundland  fleet  reported  to  be  kept  back  lo  take  troops  to  Ireland  j 
seven  Basque  vessels  go  lo  Newfouiidlnnd  for  nhallog,  and  many  more  for  fishing  from 
St.  Jean  de  Lui.    Uosnold's  voyage  to  New  England. 

1603. — Attack  on  an  Eujjlitli  ship  in  Newfoundland  by  seven  French  vessels;  damage 


During  the  reigns  of  Edward  A'l.  and  Mary — times  of  great  religious 
and  political  excitement — commeice  and  maritime  adventure  languished. 
There  was,  however,  already  a  considerable  Brazil  trade,  and  much 
commerce  to  the  Levant  and  Spanish  America.     Sir  John  Hawkins  in 
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1-562  began  the  traffic  in  negroes  between  Africa  and  South  America — 
"  the  commodious  and  gainful  voyage  to  the  Brazils,"  as  Hakluyt  calls 
this  inhuman  trade.  Up  to  the  end  o£ 
Mary's  reign  the  trade  to  Spanish  America 
was  partly  open  to  the  English;  in  her 
time  trade  between  England  and  ituasia 
also  commenced.  There  are,  howevei',  no 
recorded  voyageu  to  this  Colony.  The 
Newfoundland  fish  trade  had  for  some 
time  been  a  settled  business.  Not  only  a 
large  fishery,  but  a  large  trade  was  carried 
on  in  Newfoundland,  as  shown  by  the 
presence  of  merchant  ships,  like  Mr.  Grube's 
two  vessels,  noticed  in  the  last  chapter. 
The  moat  important  information  about  the 
island   in   this   reign   is   contained   in   the 

Front  an  eneraving  nJUr  the  c   ii        ■  *    .        r      r<  i  i      ttt 

Ntecme  picture.  lollowmg    Act    of    tdward     VI.,    proving 

conclusively  the  magnitude  and  conlinuity 
of  the  English  fishery  transactions  and  trade  to  the  new  land  : — 

"  2nd  i  3rd  Ed.,  Cop,  TI.,  A.D.  1549. 

"An,  Act  agaiaal  the  Exacting  of  Money  or  other  Thing  by  any  Officer  for  License  to 

traffick  imto  Ireland,  ^e. 

"  FORASMUCH  as  within  these  tew  Tears  now  last  past  there  hath  been 
leTied,  percoired  and  taken  by  certain  of  the  officera  of  the  Admiralty,  of  sucb 
MerchaatB  and  Fiehermen  as  have  used  and  practised  the  Adventures  and 
Journeys  inw  leeland,  Naw/oundland,  Ireland,  and  otlier  PJaces  commodious 
for  Fishing  and  the  getting  of  Fish,  in  or  upon  the  Seas  or  otherwise,  by  way 
of  Merchandise  in  those  parts,  divers  great  Exactions,  as  ^nms  of  Money,  Dolex, 
or  Shares  of  Fish,  and  such  other  like  Things,  to  the  great  Disccuragtment  and 
Uiadrance  or  the  same  Merchants  and  Fishermen,  and  to  nu  little  damago  to  the 
whole  Commonweal :  And  whereof  also  great  Complaints  bare  bct;n  made  and 
Informations  also  yearly  to  the  King's  Majesty's  roost  Honourable  Council :' 
For  Reformation  whereof,  and  to  the  Intent  also  that  the  said  Merchants  and 
Fishermen  may  luive  Occasion  the  rather  to  practise  and  nse  the  same  Trade 
of  Merchandise  and  Fishing  fresly  without  any  such  Charges  or  Exactions  as 
ii  before  limited,  whereby  it  is  to  be  thongbt  that  more  plenty  of  Fish  shall 
uome  into  this  Realm,  and  thereby  to  hare  the  same  at  more  reasonable  prices  : 

"  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King  onr  Sovereign  Lord,  and  the  Lords 
and  Commons  in  this  present  Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the 
same,  that  neitber  they,  nor  any  Officer  or  Minister,  Officers  or  Ministers  of  the 
Admiralty  for  the  Time  being,  shall  in  any  wise  hereafter  exact,  receive  or  lako 
by  himseir,  his  Servant,  Deputy,  Servants  or  Deputies,  of  any  such  Merchant  or 
Fisherman,  any  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money,  Doles  or  Sbares  of  Fish,  or  any  other 
Keuard,  Benefit,  or  Advantage  whatsoever  it  be,  for  any  Licence  to  nass  this 
^alm  to  the  said  Voyages  or  any  of  them,  nor  upon  any  Respect  concerning 
the  said  Voyages  or  any  of  them:  upon  Pain  to  forfeit  for  the  first  Offenca 
treble  the  Bum,  or  treble  the  Value  of  the  Reward,  Benefit,  or  Advantage  that 
any  snch  Officer  or  Minister  shall  hereailer  bare  to  lake  of  any  sach  Merchant 
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or  FiBherman  ;  for  the  which  Forfeiture  the  Party  griored,  and  every  other 
Person  or  Pernons,  whatBOOTfr  bo  or  ihey  be,  ehall  and  mny  sne  for  the  s:ime  by 
Infurmation,  Bill,  Plaiat  or  Action  of  DeUt,  in  any  of  the  King's  Ooarts  of  Kecord, 
the  King  to  havo  the  one  Uoiety,  and  the  Party  complaining  ihv  other  Moiety :  In 
which  Boit  no  Epsoin.  Protection  or  Wager  of  Law  ehjill  bo  allowed  ;  And  fjr  the 
eeoond  Offence  the  Party  so  offending  not  only  to  lose  or  forfeit  his  or  their  Office 
or  Offices  in  the  Admiralty,  bnt  also  to  make  fine  and  Ransom  at  the  King's  Will 
and  Pleasnrc." 

IHirinij  the  whole  Tudor  Perio  1  ap  to  the  earlier  years  of  Elizabetli's 
reign,  Knglaud,  as  an  ally  of  Spain,  made  no  effectual  opposition  to  her 
exclusive  dominim  in  America.  Under  a  spirited  sovereign,  liowr-ver, 
like  Eiizabeth,  Englishmen  could  no  longer  endure  tlie  galling  yoke 
and  jualous  exclusiveneas  of  the  Spaniai-ds  in  South  Amerie.i.  In 
Newfoundland  the  Devon  fishermen  learnt  how  to  measure  their 
strength  with  them,  to  conquer  and  to  rule  the  Biscayan  and  the 
Basque.  Soon  the  English,  following  the  example  of  the  hardy  i-eauien 
of  Brittany,  began  to  infest  the  Rp;inish  West  Indies.  Tlie  smuggling 
piratical  trade  begun  by  the  French  was  ftiUowed  up  by  Drake, 
Hawkins,  and  countless  other  daring  West  Country  adventurei-s. 
English  histonans  do  not  acknowledge  the  fact,  hut  it  is  quite  clear 
that  the  first  le-son  in  taming  the  Spaniard  was  learnt  by  the 
couragi'ous  Devonshire  fisheiinen  in  Newfoundland. 

"The  spacious  days  of  Great  Elizabeth"  form  the  most   brilliant 
period  of  English  history.      To  this  golden  ago  our  Island   story   is 
unitsd  by   imperishable   hands — Huked  for   ever   wilh  the    Imnioitals 
who  have  made   the  Elizabethan  age  the  wonder  and   the   glory  of 
a'l  time.     The  nuri-ing  mother  of  our  infant  Colony  was  the  Divine 
Gloiiana.      The   greiit   Bacon   was   not   only  a   shaieholder   in   G-iy's 
plantation,  hue  with  his  powerful  influence  he 
strongly  advocated   in  a   pamphlet   the    ]X)licy 
of  settlement ;  he  speaks  of  "  The  Gold  Mines 
"  of  the  Newfoundland  Fishery,  of  which  there 
"  is  none  so  rich."     Spenser — Raleigh's  greatest 
friend — whs  united  with  him  in  his  colonisation 
schemes,  and  it  needs  no  stretch  of  the  imagina- 
tion to  picture  to  ourselves  the  greatest  English 
man   of    action — ^explorer,    warrior,    statesman, 
above     all     poet — expounding     with     glowing 
eloquence  to  Shakespeare  his  vii-st  schemes  of 
SIR  FRAsciH  DinKE,  '^^  Plaiit-itiou  lu  tlie  Newfoundlands  and  the 

Fnm  a  piint  iH  the  B,M.        building  up  of  a  greater  England  beyond  the 

In  this  age  of  Elizaltcth  we  seem  to  breathe  a  freer  and  a  nobler 
air.     The  chains  of  feudalism  have  been  cast  off  for  ever.     Compared 
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with  former  reigns,  Shakespeare's  time  seems  strangely  modem.  The 
pluys  that  delighted  the  subjects  of  the  virgin  queen  still  charm  the 
subjects  o£  Victoria.  Cecil,  Prime  Minister  of  Elizabeth,  has  a  direct 
and  still  more  illustrious  descendant  in  Lord  Salisbury,  Piime  Minister 
of  our  own  time.  No  other  Oovernmenb  in  Europe  can  show  such 
stability  and  continuity  as  this.  And  then  the  great  queen  herself 
IB  strangely  familiar  to  us,  ever  in  public,  gi-aceful,  majestic ;  ready 
to  make  a  speech  on  all  occasions.  The  fierce  light  that  beats  upon  a 
throne  has  brought  out  all  her  follies  and  frivolities.  Granted  that 
lier  speech  and  manner  would  not  suit  our  modem  sensibilities,  still 
she  will  ever  remain  a  great  per.sonality,  the  moat  picturesque  figure  in 
English  history — "tlie  Pilot  that  weathered  the  stoim  " — the  great 
sovereign  that  ever  sought  the  public  weal — "  that  wrought  her  people 
lasting  good." 

Our  own  history  in  this  age  also  opens  up  more  clearly.  We  are 
no  longer  groping  in  the  dark,  with  obscure  records  and  contradictory 
testimony.  From  the  illustrious  writeia  of  the  period  we  are  able  now 
to  give  "  tbe  very  age  and  body  of  the  time  iiis  fonn  nnd  pressure," 

In  the  Ih'it  years  of  her  leign  Raleigh  wns  a  boy,  and  neither 
Elizabeth  nor  her  councillors  had  any  thought  of  American  colonisation ; 
she  was,  however,  most  favourable  to  voyages  of  discovery.  She  gave 
substantial  aid  to  the  daring  Frobisher  in  his  arctic  voyage  to  discover 
a  north-west  passage  to  India.' 

She  was  herr  father's  daughter,  and  her  masculine  mind  thoroughly 
realised  that  England  should  be  mistress  of  tbe  seas.  To  this  end  she 
encoumged  the  fisheries  as  the  true  foundation  on  which  naval  supremacy 
must  rests  One  of  her  first  acts  (1562)  was  to  confirm  the  kw  of 
Edward  VI.  protecting  the  Newfoundland  fi,shernien  from  the  plundering 
officials  of  the  Admiralty.  She  further  encouraged  their  business  by 
passing  a  law  to  compel  everyone  to  eat  fish  on  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays : — 

ACT  5  ELIZABETH,  c.  V. 

"  ToachiTtg  certain  poUtiek  coiistitutiont  for  tfie  maiitlenance  of  the  Kavy." 

Sec.  XIV.  seta  out :  "  And  for  the  increase  of  the  provisiona  of  fish  by  the 

more  usaal  and  commoQ  eating  thereof  Be  it  further  enacted,  by  tbe  antbority 

aforesaid,  that  from  the    Feaat  of    Saint  Michael   the  Archangel   1564,   every 

Wednesday  in  every  w^ek  throughout  tba  wLdIo  year  which  heretofore  hath    not 

'  The  idea  of  a  noTth-west   piassge   to  never  realiaed  tbe  immeDae  Dorthem  exten- 

ladia  tbroui;h  some  itrait  north  of  Labrador  «ioD  of  America.     Though  Ihe  whole  three 

*B»  not  anuatural.     The  EliiHbelhaii  aeiinieii  Toyagea    of    Frobisher    are    most    fantastic, 

arfcued,  if  there  wai  ■  passage  south,  nhich  there  can   he  no  question  about  bis  dariii|r. 

MagelUu  bad  found,  there  must  also  he  one  Frobi^htr  Straits  ti  a  perpetuiil    moDumcnt 

in  a  correxpouillng    poHitioa    north.      They  to  h    memory. 
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bj  the  laws  or  caatoma  of  tbe  realme  been  nsed  and  obserred  fts  a  6sh  daj  aball 
be  bereafUr  obserred  and  kept  as  SatardsiyB  in  every  week  be  or  ongbt  to  be  np»n 
pain  that  every  person  offending  herein  shall  forfeit  three  pounds  for  every  time 
he  or  they  eball  oSend  or  else  suffer  three  months'  close  imprisonment  without 
bail  or  mainprise. 

Sec.  XXXIX..-  "  And  becaase  no  manner  of  person  shall  misjudge  of  the  intent 
of  this  eatatnte  limiting  orders  to  eat  fish  and  to  forbear  eating  of  flesh  bat  that 
the  same  is  purposely  intended  and  meant  politicly  for  tbe  increase  of  fishermen 
and  mariners  and  repairing  of  porta  towns  and  navigation  and  not  for  any 
Bnperstition  to  be  n'aintaincd  in  the  choice  of  meats. 

Sec.  XL.:  "Be  it  enacted,  that  whosoever  shall,  by  preaching,  teaching, 
writing  or  open  speech  notify  that  any  eating  of  fish  or  forbearing  of  fleah 
mentioned  in  this  estatnte  is  of  any  necessity  for  saving  the  aoul  of  man  or 
that  it  is  the  service  of  God,  otherwise  than  as  other  politick  laws  are  and  be, 
that  then  snch  person  ahall  be  punished  as  the  spreaders  of  false  news  are  and 
onght  to  be. 

Theye  old  Acta  are  not  only  quaint  and  full  of  a  certain  dry 
humour,  they  contain  also  the  very  pith  and  marrow  of  English 
history. 

This  politic  and  ingenious  device  to  create  a  Protestiint  Lent,  and 
compel  Engli'hinen  to  eat  fish  for  a  hundred  days  in  the  year,  was  a 
dismal  failure.  The  proud  stomAchs  of  our  ancestors  have  always 
resented  interference  with  their  beef  and  beer  ;  like  Falstaff,  tliey  would 
not  feast  or  fast  upon  compulsion.  Fishmongers  petitioned  Her  Majesty 
that  the  fish  days  were  not  obsei-ved ;  and  so,  after  eighteen  years' 
straegle,  like  a  wise  sovereign,  she  lowed  before  the  inevilable;  iier 
legalised  fast  wns  left  to  die  out. 

By  23  Eliz.  Gap.  VII.  (1581),  a  most  drastic  measure,  however,  was 
soon  passed  prohibiting  the  importation  of  foreign -caught  fish  by  Eng- 
lishmen, and  imposing  a  duty  on  alt  foreign  fish.    Sec.  VI.  enacted : — 

"Provided  always  that  this  Act  or  anything  therein  contained  shall 
not  extend  or  be  prejudicial  to  any  providing  or  bringing  of  fish  in  ur 
nnt  of  the  coonti;  of  Iceland,  Shetland  or  Newfoundland  or  any  parts  or  seas 
thereto  adjoining  or  on  the  Scottish  Seas,  nor  to  any  fish  that  ahall  be  killed 
taken  and  ealted  by  the  Qneen'a  Natural  Subjects,  anything  in  this  Act  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding." 

Newfoundlfind,  as  in  former  statutes,  is  specially  mentioned. 

During  this  remarkable  reign  English  commerce  increased  by  leaps 
and  bounds.  Devonshire,  however,  still  remained  pre-eminent  as  the 
great  centre  of  maritime  enterprise — as  the  Iceland  and  Irish  fish  trades 
declined  the  Newfoundland  enterprise  increased.  Tlie  records  show  us 
clearly  that  the  old  mariners  from  Dartmouth  and  Bideford,  and  a 
score  more  of  little  West  Count  ly  coast  towns,  knew  every  port  and 
place  and  headland  in  Newfoundland ;  Cape  Race,   Cape  St.  Francis, 


lOOglC 


THE  NEWFOUNDLAND  COAST  WELL  KNOWN.  57 

anJ  Baccalieit  were  as  familiitr  to  Devon  sailors  as  Berry  Head  and 
the  Land's  End. 


Long  before  Gilbert's  famous  adventure,  the  trip  to  our  Island  was 
an  everyday  voyage,  and  no  longer  an  expedition  of  diBCOveiy.  All 
around  the  coost  of  Newfoundland,  the  Gulf,  and  Cape  Breton,  down  to 
the  State  of  Maine,  English  and  foreign  fishermen  fished  and  explored. 
It  is  expressly  stated  by  Hayes,  the  survivor  of  Gilbert's  miserable, 
ill-fated  expedition,  that  they  went  by  way  of  our  Island  to  get  a  supply 
of  victuals,  and  not  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  or  to  take  possession  of 
t!ie  Island.  Sir  Anthony  Shirley  re-victualletl  in  Newfoundland  on  his 
way  to  England  in  1597,  and  Raleigh's  fleet  called  there  on  his  last 
voyage  from  Guiana  for  the  same  purpose.     Hayes  says : — 

"  The  last  place  of  onr  ftBsemljly  before  wo  left  the  ooaet  of  England  was  in 
Cawaand  Say,  near  unto  Plymouth,  then  resolved  to  put  unto  the  sea  with  shipping 
and  provision,  Buch  as  we  had,  before  onr  st^ire  yet  remaining,  but  ohiofly  the  time 
and  season  of  the  year,  were  too  far  spent.  Nevertheless  it  seemed  first  very 
doubtful  by  what  way  to  shape  onr  course  and  to  begin  our  intended  discovery, 
eilher  from  the  South  northward,  or  from  the  North  southward.  The  first — that 
ii  beginuing  South — Vii thou t  all  cnntroversy  was  the  likeliest,  wherein  we  wore 
assured  to  have  commodity  of  the  current  [the  Gulf  Stream]  which  from  thn 

■  This  map  is  of  Spanish- Italian  origin,  map  gheo  \a  Bishop  Hnn-ky'a  Ecclrsiattlciil 

aodrepresentB,pnibably,  the  ideas  of  Canier's  Hhtorg.       Newfoundland   is   split  up   into 

explorations  in  the  Golf  of  St.  Lawrence  cur-  island*. 
rent  in  Spain  and  Italy ;  it  i(  eioiilai  to  the 
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Cape  of  Florida  settoth  northward,  and  would  hare  furthered  gretitly  our  navi- 
gation, discovering  from  the  afuresaid  Cape  along  toirards  Gape  Breton 

These  and  other  like  reasons  alleged  in  favour  of  tbe  BOuthem  couree  first  to  be 
taken,  to  the  contrary  was  inferred  that  for  as  mncb  as  both  oar  victuab  and  many 
other  needfol  proTisione  were  diminished  and  left  insnfBcient  for  ao  long  a  voyage 
and  the  wintering  of  bo  many  men.  we  onght  to  shape  a  coaree  most  likely  to 
minister  supply  ;  and  that  was  to  take  the  Newfoundland  in  our  way,  ....  where 
being  asnally  at  that  time  of  the  year  until  the  fine  of  Angnst  a  multitude  of 
ships  repairing  thlLber  for  fish,  we  should  be  relieved  abundantly  with  many 
necessariea." 

I  think  I  have  conclusively  proved  the  continuous  dominion  and 
pOBseeaion  of  the  English  in  Newfoundland.  It  appears  quite  clear  that, 
taking  one  year  with  another,  twenty  yeara  before  Gilbert's  voyage,  at 
least  tifty  English  ves.«els  engaged  in  the  Transatlantic  fishery ;  as  these 
old  shipa  carried  about  a  man  to  a  ton,  they  would  give  from  two 
thousand  6ve  hundred  to  three  thousand  men  engaged  in  this  business. 
But  besides  the  actual  fishing  vessels,  there  were  nlso  merchant  ships 
from  London,  Southampton,  and  other  porta  engaged  in  the  trade  aa 
freighters.  The  little  fishing  vessels,  after  a  good  voyage,  could  not 
carry  all  their  fish  to  market,  so  these  freighters,  known  in  the  trafte 
as  "  sack  ships,"  traded  and  carried ;  probably  the  name  was  derived 
from  sack  (sherry),  because  these  vessels  often  brought  sitlt  and  a  supply 
of  the  good  wines  of  Xeres  to  Devonshire  and  Newfoundland.  That 
St.  John's  was  a  great  place  for  trade — a  great  mart — is  shown  by  the 
Irish  Government  sending  oat  two  ships  to  get  fish  and  other  auppliea  in 
1595.1 

It  will  thus  be  clearly  seen  that  the  prevailing  idea  about  Gilbert's 
expedition  being  a  voyage  of  discovery  to  Newfountiland  is  entirely 
eironeous ;  he  came  to  St,  John's  because  it  was  a  well-known  port, 
where  his  poor,  half-starved  company  would  lie  sure  of  an  ample  supply 
of  food  and  necessaries. 

During  ne^irly  all  the  Tudor  Period,  Englnnd  was  a  close  ally  of 
Spain,  and  the  English  fishing  ships  had  the  nin  of  all  the  Spanish  and 
Italian  ports.  The  Peninsula  Las  always  been  our  grentest  customer. 
At  one  time  Spain  consumed  half  a  million  quintals  of  Newfoundland 
fish ;  later  in  Elizabeth's  reign,  when  she  was  at  war,  Devonshire  became 
the  great  dep&t  for  dried  cod,  and  Dutch  and  someiimes  English 
ships  freighted  it  to  France,  and  thence  to  the  Mediterranean.  In  the 
Appendix  will  be  found  a  charter-party  for  freighting  a  cargo  of  fish 
from  Chester  to  France,  and  a  licence  to  export  fish  in  1599.* 

'  In    [he    Iriih   Stale    Papera  Sir    G.  to  touch   at  Poole   or    some  other   part   of 

Fcnton  uritrs  in  1595  to  Burghlcy,  that  "he  the  West  Country,  he  lioprs  thej  v  " 

lias  Kent  out  attain  two  ihipe  to  Nevfouiidland  be  di^taiaed    by    somo  general 

for  AKh  and  other  provigioas  for  the  army  in  ahippinx." 
li*elaud,  anil  thu  people  ;  and  the  ahips  being  '  P.  84. 
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We  caonot  fix  the  precise  year  in  which  oettlemeiit  cotomenced  iu 
Newfoundland;  Sabine  state?  that  iu  1522  there  were  forty  or  fifty 
houses  in  Newfoundland  ;  but,  from  scattered  information  contained  in 
the  records,  and  narratives  of  royajjes,  it  ia  clear  that,  from  a  very  early 
period,  a  few  crewa  were  left  behind  every  winter  to  cut  timber  tor 
building  cook-rooma,  Btnges,  train  vats,  wharves,  and  for  the  construction 
of  boiits.  Hayes  speaks  of  the  weather  observed  in  December,  and  of 
the  boats  built  in  Newfoundland. 

No  doubt  it  was  a  daring  experiment  for  the  first  Devon  crew  that 
put  up  their  winter  house  and  did  their  lumbering  and  sporting  in  the 
lonely  isle ;  but  there  were  no  dreaded  savages  on  the  eaatem  coast 
between  Cape  St.  Francis  and  Cape  Race. 


From  Dt  Viir'i  WaeracUiahe,  itos. 

After  the  fii-st  successful  venture,  regular  crews  would  be  fitted  out, 
with  their  master  carpenters  and  blacksmiths  and  boat  builders.  Game 
was  so  prodigiously  abundant,  good  timber  close  at  hand  nnd  plentiful, 
that  there  never  would  be  want  ng  volunteers  for  this  work,  Whit- 
Iwunie  gives  u?  quite  a  homily  on  the  necessity  of  winter  c-rews  ;  and  it 
is  obvious  to  nnyonc  acquainted  with  our  shore  fishery  that  it  could  not 
be  canned  on  to  any  extent  successfully  without  winter  men.  It  is  no 
ailment  that  history  does  not  inform  us  about  the^e  first  residents ; 
their  presence  here  would  not  be  mentioned.  No  lists  were  kept  of 
fishing  vessels  or  their  crews — at  any  late  from  Devonshire — all  through 
the  Tudor  Period ;  and  no  notice  would  be  taken  of  the  doings  of  those 
obicure  fi=hennen  in  the  far-ofi'land. 
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The  earliest  narrative  in  the  reiga  of  Elizabeth  about  the  ancient 
Colony  18  containe<l  in  a  letter  from  Anthony  Parkhurst,  a  merchant  of 
Bristol,  to  Haklnyt,  dated  November  13th,  1578.     He  says : — 

"  He  Lad  raaile  four  vcyagea  to  Newfoundland,  and  had  searched  the  harbours, 
creeks,  and  lands,  more  thau  any  other  Engllshrosn.  That  there  were  generally 
more  than  100  sail  or  Spaniards  taking  cod,  and  from  20  to  S'i  killiug  whaleHj 
b'J  Bail  of  Portuguese;  150  Bail  of  French  and  BretonB,  mostly  vrry  small;  but  of 
English  only  5'J  sail.  Nevertheless  [he  adds]  the  Englteh  are  commoitlij  jorde  of 
the  karhourg  where  they  fieh,  and  uee  all  eiranfjert  help  in  fiehing,  if  need  require, 
aceording  to  an  old  ciutom  of  the  country;  which  thing  they  do  willingly,  so  that 
you  take  nothing  from  them  more  than  a  boat  or  two  of  hhU,  in  respect  of  your 
protectian  of  them  against  rovers  or  other  violent  intruders,  who  do  often  put  them 
from  good  harlionrs." 


The  arrogance  of  the  old  Wei^t  Country  buccaneer  is  amusing— the 
cool  way  in  which  he  apeaks  about  plundering  the  inoffensive  foreign 
fisherjnen ;  evi'Jently  the  Portuguese  hatl  better  ships  and  sti-onger 
crews,  for  the  bold  Antonie  abusea  them  as  "  Vile  Poningala,  descending 
of  the  Jews  and  Judas  kind."  After  enumereting  the  various  kind  of 
fish  in  Nr.wfoundliind,  he  says:  "  Tlie  mussels  all  contain  pe»rls;  that 
"  he  had  heard  of  a  Poitugal  that  found  one  worth  300  ducats."—"  That 
"  in  half  a  day  he  could  tiike  as  many  lob-.ter8  as  would  find  300  men 
"  with  a  (lay's  meat."  Of  the  trees,  he  says  :  "  The  trees  is  most  fir, 
"  yet  plenty  of  pine-apple  trees ;  few  of  those  two  kinds  meet  to  mast  a 
"  ship  of  three  score  and  ten  tons." 

The  important  expedition  of  Sir  Thomas  Hampshire  to  Newfound- 
land, in  1582,  shows  the  wise  and  enlightened  policy  of  the  great  queen ; 
before  Sir  Thomas's  arrival  it  had  baen  the  custom  for  the  first  comer  in 
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each  harbour  to  seize  any  piece  of  foreshore  ho  might  select  sufficient  to 
cure  and  dry  his  codtlsh.  This  custom  g8,ve  rise  to  endless  disputes. 
The  queen  authorised  Hampshire  to  make  a  new  rule:  Whatever  room 


From  o  pholoffrap/i  bg  .Wr.  JFltdi,  7V>iii(v. 

or  space  of  foreshore  a  master  of  a  vessel  selected,  he  could  retain  it  so 
long  as  he  kept  up  his  buildings  on  it,  and  employed  it  for  the  use  of 
the  fishery. 

This  wise  regulation  largely  increased  the  Newfoundland  fishery, 
gave  the  western  men  a  more  permanent  interest  in  the  country,  and 
augmented  the  number  of  wintering  crews  ;  permanent  fishing  establish- 
ments, wharves,  flake'',  stayes  were  built  and  winter  guardians  appointed, 
small  plotfi  of  land  were  cultivated,  simply  gardens  ;  thus  settlement  and 
a  planter's  shore  fishery  began  in  the  colony.  The  first  of  these  scattered 
settlements  were  between  Cape  St,  Francis  and  Cape  Race,  and  around 
Conceptioa  Bay. 

The  people  who  began  as  part  of  a  winter  crew  often  became  the 
first  permanent  settlers.  Bom  hunters,  restless  roaming  spirits,  like 
the  Daniel  Boones  and  Kit  Carsons  of  western  fame,  they  produced  a 
race  still  famous  for  their  woodcraft,  their  sporting  skill,  and  their 
daring  courage  on  the  ice  floes.' 

'  NtirfouQillaniiers      bave    been     con-  bpen  fBrnouf  for  piine  and  hunting.    To  the 

spicnouB  from   the    earliest  times  for  their  old   Went   Coiintrrmen   Newfound Iftiid    was 

bkill  at  wooderafl  and  neBlin^r.  a  very  nportsnian's   pamdise,  aln)nndinjr  in 

Devonshire,   nilh  its   wonderful  vnriely  fin,  fur,  and  feather.    Hnyefl  speuks  of  the 

of  hill  Bod  dale  and  moorland,  has  always  innumerable   quantity   of    game,   how  theic 
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Two  of  the  most  interesting  figures  in  our  early  history  are  Gilbert^ 
and  Whiitjoume*;  both  were  on  the  Island  together  in  1583.  Sir 
Humphrey  came  as  the  queen's  rppreaentativc,  and  Whitboume,  us  a 
common  Bailor,  took  part  in  the  function,  and  watched  the  ceremonious 
taking  poBsessinn  of  the  Colony,  in  whose  affairs  he  afterwards  played 
such  a  leading  part.  One  wns  a  gallant  gentleman,  soldier,  cuuitier, 
desceuded  of  an  ancient  family ;  with  all  respect  for  the  courtly  knight, 
Hicl)ard  Whitboume,  West  Country  sailor,  our  historian,  and  Newfound- 
land's steadfast  friend,  is  more  to  us  and  dearer  to  our  hearts  as  colon'sts 
than  even  the  brave  and  most  unfortunate  Sir  Humphrey.  Poor 
Richard,  afterwards  Sir  Richard,  had  no  friends  at  Court ;  he  rose  from 
the  ranks,  a  sturdy  lad  made  into  a  smart  sailor  by  the  hard  usage  and 
rope's -ending,  the  training  by  which  every  Devon  mariner  lises  from  the 
forecastle  to  the  cabin.  His  first  experience  in  the  country  tviis  as  a 
hand  before  the  mast,  or  perhaps  as  mate  "  in  a  worthy  ship  of  the 
"  burthen  of  300  tons,  set  forth  by  one  Muster  Cotton,  of  Southampton." 


meo  killed  partridgeB  vith  cuJ^Is.  nr, 
Vaughon,  kboal  1620,  tells  of  one  man 
killing  800  piutriilgef  (willow  grouBe).  Abbo 

Baudoin  (IS9S)  spTiiks  irith  wonder  of  (he 
marvBllous  woodcraft  of  the  Newfound- 
landers. The^e  colonial  hunters  were  the 
lineal  descendants  of  Ibe  old  Devonian 
hunteia  and  poaeberx  i  keen-ejed.  ODtiring, 
the?  took  to  woodcraft  aa  a  duck  takes  to 

As  B  sealer  the  Newfoundlander  hsa 
alirnys  been  without  a  riral.  Notbing 
(Ktonished  the  Dundeo  whalers  more  when 
tber  first  came  lo  the  Colnny  than  io  see 
our  ineD  jump  over  the  side  at  the  ahip  and 
skip  from  pan  to  pan  over  the  loose  ice, 
I'>call7  known  as  "  copying."  Sandy  ihougbt 
them  "vara  wild  men,"  but  now  be  is 
learning  to  iroiiate  them.  The  Scot,  however, 
is  a  long  way  liehind  the  genuine  native,  who 
has  been  praciisitig  il  from  a  small  boy  ; 
copying,  jigging  tomcods,  and  going  in  the 
woods  trouling,  being  the  popular  amusements 
nf  the  native  boy. 

Islanders  are  proverbially  conservative 
in  their  blbiti  and  customs  ;  the  ftmiliar 
Newfoundland  snow  shoe^^ — known  as  pot 
racquets,  the  punts,  aud  the  long  singio 
barrel  gun — known  as  the  Pool>>  gan  (as 
Khown  in  De  Vkbu'b  picture,  p.  59)— are  all 
copies  of  ihoFe  used  in  (he  old  Ooi-Hct  sta 
porl,  and  figure  as  part  of  a  wild  fowler's 
eqnipmen:  in  Colonel  Hawker's  well-known 
old  book  on  ihooting,  piihli-'hed  daring  the 
In"!  century;  from  generation  lo  generation 
the  old  familiar  patterns  have  rcmaineil 
unchanged. 

'  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert  was  bom  In 
1539:  be  died  in  loS^I.  He  was  second 
of    three   eons  of  Otto   Gilber(,  of   Green- 


way,  Devon,  Hij  mother,  a  CHiampemoun, 
reladve  of  the  great  family  of  ths 
Carews,  became  the  third  wife  of  Captain 
Walter  Raleigh,  and  by  him  bad  two  sods, 
the  youngest  of  whom  was  the  great  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh.  Her  three  children  liy 
Gilbert  were  all  knighted.  John,  Humphrey, 
aud  Adrian.  Humphrey  was  educated  St 
Eton  and  Oxford,  served  in  Ireland  and 
the  Netherlands.  In  1576  was  published 
his  famous  tract,  "  Discounie  of  a  Discoverie 
for  a  new  Passage  to  Catnia."  In  I57S  he 
received  his  large  patent  from  the  qaeen, 
authorising  him  "  to  discover,  occupy,  and 
possess  such  remote  heathen  lands  not 
actually  possessed  of  any  Christian  Prince 
or  people  as  should  seem  good  (o  him." 
(Thi!!  patent  aud  his  agreements  with 
Peckham  will  be  found  in  Mb.  Sainbbubt'b 
Colonial  Paper!  Addenda,  1571-I6T4.) 
Gil1>ert  dinpoaed  of  nearly  all  hie  pa(rimony 
in  fi(tiag  out  his  first  expedition,  157S,  which 
was  a  total  failare.  June  IKh,  ISHl,  began 
his  famous  voyage  to  Newfoundland,  in 
nhich  he  perished,  with  all  the  crew  of  his 
little  vessel.  Gilbert  was  an  enthusiast,  ^ 
dreamer,  a  man  with  no  execu(ive  ability, 
no  command  of  men,  of  dauntless  courage, 
and  luidoubicdiy  pious  afler  the  Fashion  of 
(he  age.  He  did  splendid  service  to  England 
ns  a  pioneer  of  colonisalion.  His  character 
bus  been  well  portrayed  by  Kingsley  as  a 
weak-headed  enthusiast,  a  totally  un6t 
commander  tor  the  rough  work  of  exploring 
and  settlement  of  new  lands.  Both  expe- 
ditions show  nothing  but  disorder,  incapacity, 
and  pre<lcsttned  failure. 

'  See  pp.  114  to  lit)  for  further  account 
of  Whitboume. 
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The  yowfr  snilor,  in  the  >>eautiful  land-lncked  harbour  of  Trinity, 
amidst  nil  the  hurry  nud  bustle  of  the  shore  fishery,  first  saw  the 
"  natural  inhabitants,"  os  he  called  the  Benthics  or  Red  Indians ;  he 
says: — 

"  They  are  few  in  nnmbor,  and  M  something  mde  ond  uaTsgo  people  huying 
neither  knowledge  of  God  nor  liTlng  nnder  any  kind  of  ciTil  government.  Jn 
their  habits,  cnstoms,  and  roftnners  thoj  resemble  the  Indian  of  the  continent 
from  whence,  I  mppose.  they  oorae,"  [still  they  are  sold  to  be]  "  an  ingenioas  and 
tractable  people,  b«ing  well  nsed,"  [and  as]  "  ready  to  assist  in  the  whale  fishery 
for  eren  small  reward." 

Whaling  was  successfully  prosecuted  by  the  Bi^cayans,  and  Cotton's 
ship  was  to  have  been  engaged  in  the  same  daring  enterpriee.  Whit- 
boume  says : — 

"  TiVowerehonnd  to  the  Grand  Bay  {wbioh  licth  on  the  north  side  of  that  land) 
purporting  thero  to  trade  then  with  the  sarage  people  (for  whom  we  carried 
snndry  commodities),  and  to  kill  whales  and  to  make  trayno  oil  as  the  Biscaines 
do  thei-e  yearly  in  great  abundance.  Bnt  thon  onr  intended  voyage  wu  over- 
throwneby  the  indiscretion  of  oar  captaiaeand  fainthearlednesee  of  eome  gentlemen 
of  onr  company,  whereupon  we  set  sailo  from  thence  und  bare  with  Trinity 
narbonr  in  Newfoundland,  where  we  killed  great  store  of  fish,  deere,  bearcs, 
beavers,  scales,  otters,  and  snch  like,  with  abnndanco  of  sea-fowle,  and  so  retarning 
to  England  we  arrived  safa  at  Sonthampton." 

Throughout  these  early  narratives  there  are  notice?*  of  the  aborigines 
of  Newfoundland,  the  Beothica  Whitboume  speaks  of  them  as  tractable 
if  well  used.  The  French  everywhere  in  America  seem  to  have  bad 
more  friendly  relations  with  the  Indians  than  any  other  Europenns ;  in 
the  very  beginning  of  the  fishery  the  French  were  assisted  by  the 
Indians  in  curing  their  fish,  and  a  considerable  barter  trade  was  carried 
on  with  them ;  the  Biscayans  also  in  their  whaling  oper.itions  had  help 
from  the  Indians.  With  the  other  Indian  tribes  of  the  continent.  Cape 
Breton,  &c,  the  French  kept  up  the  most  amicable  relations;  only  with 
the  native  Indians  of  the  Colony,  called  indifferently  Beotliicks,  Beo- 
thucks,  and  Bethicks,  was  there  always  dire  hostility,  brought  about  by  a 
terrible  act  of  treachery  on  the  part  of  the  Indiana,  related  by  Kirke ; 
they  first  attacked  a  small  party  of  French  who  were  alone  and  unarmed, 
murdered  tliem  all,  and  then  dressing  up  in  the  Frenchmen's  clothes 
tliey  allured  another  party  of  French  fishermen  and  killed  twenty-one 
of  them.  Like  all  savages  they  were  inveterate  thieves.  Whitboume 
says: — 

"  llfony  of  them  secretly  exery  yeero  come  into  Trinity  Bay  ond  H.irbonr  in 
the  night  time  parposclv  to  steal  sailea,  lines,  hatchets,  hookcs,  knives,  and  suL-h 
like." 

On  this  subject  it  is  unfortunate  that  we  have  only  the  wliite  man's 
story,  and  ih^  red  man  is  unheard;  the  French  may  have  given  them 
great  provocation,  and  revenge  is  part  of  the  creed  of  an  Indiim. 
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Old  Wliit bourne  himself,  much  as  vre  love  and  admire  him,  admits 
having  shared  in  a  most  outiageoua  spoliation  of  the  poor  savages : — 

"  The  Indians  hnvo  great  siore  of  redoaker  which  tbey  use  to  colonr  tbeir 
boJiOB,  bowes  and  arroircs,  and  csnowes  withal ;   tbev  nse  the  rinds  of  sprnce  trees 


From  a  draining  dy  the  Hon.  am!  Brv.  W.  Orag. 

roand  and  deepe  in  proportion  lifce  a  brasB  kettle  to  bojie  their  meat  in,  which 
hath  beeu  well  proved  by  three  mariners  of  a  ship  riding  at  anchor  by  mee  who 
being  robbed  in  the  night  by  the  savages  of  their  apparel  and  divers  provisionn, 
came  Bnddenly  npon  them  where  they  had  aet  up  their  tents  and  were  feasting 
.  .  .  .  bj  shooting  off  a  musket  they  all  ran  away  naked  without  any  apparel 
,  .  .  .  all  their  three  cannowes,  their  flesh  akinnes,  yolkea  of  eggca,  targets, 
bowers  and  arrowes,  and  much  fine  okar  and  divers  other  things  were  bronght 
away  and  shared,  and  they  bronght  to  me  the  best  cannowe,  buwes  and  urrowes 
.     .     .     .     which  may  seem  to  invite  na  to  find  out  uome  other  trade  with  them." 

Charles  I.  issued  a  proclamation  in  1G30,  prohibiting  disorderly 
trading  with  Red  Indians.  Tlie  most  hopeful  effort  to  establish  fiiendly 
relations  with  these  poor  savages  was  made  in  1612,  when  Guy  and 
Captain  Whittington  met  the  Indians.     Purchaa  says  : — 

"  They  met  at  Random  in  Trinity  Bay,  eat  and  drank  together,  and  exchanged 
furs  and  akiuB  for  hatcheta  and  knives,  appointed  a  meeting  for  next  year  by  a  sign 
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when  the  grass  sboald  be  of  Bucb  a  height  to  bring  down  all  their  fjjirB  and  skins 
for  traffick  ivith  the  Englisb.  At  the  time  appointed  for  their  meeting,  instead  of 
Captain  Whittington  and  Other  agents,  there  came  a  tiaberman  to  this  place  to 
make  a  vojage ;  seeing  Indians  and  not  knowing  the  reason  of  their  coming,  he  let 
Sy  a  shot  from  aboard;  Indians  ran  off,  imagining  they  were  Gny's  men,  and  now 
will  not,  trade."  ' 

Thus,  unfortunately,  there  was  an 
end  to  the  overtures  wliich  might 
huve  resulted  in  renewed  amity  and 
peace  with  these  poor  persecuted 
savages.  With  Mic-Macand  Eskimos, 
Europeans  easily  established  cordial 
relations,  but  during  the  whole  period 
there  never  seems  to  have  been  peace 
between  the  English  settlers  and 
these  unfortunate  Boethics.  The 
account  of  their  extinction,  and  the 
efforts  made  to  promote  intercourse 
with  them,  will  be  given  later  on. 
The  story  of  the  Red  Indian  is  a 
sad,  dismal  tale  of  wanton  cruelty, 
Buspieion,  and  treachery. 


From  Champlai*. 


To  write  the  complete  history  of 
English  colonisation  in  this  Island 
is  quite  beyond  the  limits  of  my  work. 
I  can  only  shortly  state  a  few 
salient  points.  It  does  seem  strange  to  us  that  for  nearly  a  century 
England  made  no  official  attempt  to  colouise  her  new  possession.  The 
voyages  of  But  and  Hoare  were  distinctly  for  explorjition,  to  discover 
a  north-west  passage;  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert  was  full  of  the  same 
idea,  and  wrote  a  tract  and  made  a  map  to  promote  an  expedition 
for  that  purpose. 

In  the  nge  of  Elizabeth,  though  old  conceptions  were  passing 
away,  credulity,  superstition,  and  the  fantastic  ideas  of  bygone  days  still 
lingered.  All  competent  authorities  now  agree  that  in  those  days  one 
man  alone  in  England  realised  the  benefits  of  colonisation.  It  was  the 
transcendent  mind  of  Baleigh,  with  the  vivid  imagination  of  a  poet  and 
the  profound  wisdom  of  a  statesman,  that  first  expounded  to  the 
Elizabethan  age  the  plan  of  English  colonisation,  the  foundation  of 
greater  Englands  in  the  New  World ;  knowing  the  temper  of  the  time 

'  PcKcnis'  Hi'j  Piigriaa. 
I    p.  2720.  E 
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he  had  to  proceed  warily ;  he  held  out  gold  as  an  inducement  for  his  new 
projects.     Fishermen  wei-e  urged    to   capture  Indians,  to   bring   home 


Frovt  WimoT't  .V.  and  C  B.  qf  America. 

strange  hirds  and  hearts,  and  products  of  America.-  AH  these  things 
captivated  the  credulous  mind  of  the  public,  and,  eaya  Raleigh,  "helped 
"  i'orwnrd  the  Plantntion  mightily."  Whilst  he  encouraged  in  every 
way  the  working  of  the  gold  mine  of  the  Newfoundland  fishery,  in  his 
emphatic  words  "  the  main  stay  «nd  support  "  of  his  own  Devon  and 
western  counties,  his  mind  was  set  on  gaining  the  whole  vast  continent, 
nnd  on  this  grand  idea  he  spent  a  fortune  (equal  to  ^200,000  or  a  million 
dollars).  His  lialf  bi-other,  Sir  Humphrey  Gitljort,  a  pale  reflection  rtr 
his  great  relative,  assisted  in  these  projects ;  years  before  the  actual 
expedition  sailed  the  brothers  worked  together  to  expedite  their  plans. 
Raleigh's  influence  at  Court  procured  the  charter  from  Elizabeth  ;  the 
dread  of  Spain,  then  nn  ally  of  England,  had  to  be  overcome;  the 
Queen  agreed  to  everything,  only  refusing  to  allow  her  favourite 
courtier  to  leave  England. 

The  expedition  of  1583  was  not  Gilbert's  first  attempt ;  in  1578,  with 
the  connivance  of  the  Court,  he  Failed  from  England  with  two  ships. 
His  object  is  disclosed  thus : — 

"  A  discourse  how  Her  MsjeBt;  may  annoy  the  King  of  Spain  by  fitting  out  a 
fleet  of  ahippes  of  war  nnder  pretence  of  a  voyage  of  diBcovery,  and  bo  fall  opon 
the  enemies  shippea  and  dostroy  his  trade  iu  Newfonndland  and  the  Weet  Indies, 
and  posaess  tbo  conntry." 
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This  paper  is  still  extent  ;^  ihe  signature  is  thought  to  be  Gilbert's  ; 
one  passage  arguing  again&t  delay,  "  for  the  wings  of  a  man's  life  ai-e 
]iltimed  with  the  arrowa  of  deatli,"  shows  that,  if  penned  by  hiin.  it  was 
conoeived  and  dictiited  by  Raleigh. 

"  I  will  [it  continacB]  anclertake  to  fit  out  ahipa  well  armed  for  Newfonudland, 
irh'^e  they  will  meet  with  all  the  great  ships  of  France,  Spairi,  and  Portngal ;  the 
host  T  will  bring  away  and  burn  the  rest ;  commit  oa  afterwards  aa  Pirates  if  you 
will,  but  I  shall  ruin  their  sea  force,  for  they  depend  on  their  flshermen  for  their 

Poor  Sir  Humphrey  was  a  dreamer,  an  enthusiast ;  the  expedition 
was  a  complete  failure ;  he  arrived  out  in  Newfoundland,  and,  probably 
in  a  fight  with  the  Spaniards,  lost  a  toll  ship  and  a  bold  captain, 
Miles  Morg.m. 

Gilbert  was  terribly  crippled  and  impoverished,  but  sooner  than  forfeit 
his  large  patent,  which  was  for  six  years,  and  would  expire  next  year, 
1584,  he  sold  a  large  part  of  his  estate,  and  with  the  aid  of  Raleigh  (wiio 
furnished  one  ship),  Peckham,  Hayes,  and  others,  a  little  fleet  of  five 
vessels  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  were  got  together.*  There  were 
of  all  trades;  "  hobby  hordes  and  morris  dancers,  and  ma»y  like  conceits 


"wtre  provided  to  win  the  savage  people  by  all  fair  means  possible." 
Gilbert's  crew  consisted  partly  of  the  off  scourings  of  the  jiiils,  and  the 
i-esult,  as  might  bo  anticipated,  was  most  disastrous ;  one  ship  took  to 
piracy,  and  a  great  portion  of  his  villainous  followers  deserted.  On  the 
3rd  of  August  1583,  Gilbert  arrived  at  St.  John's  with  two  ships  and  a 
pinnace — the  Ddigkt,  Admiral's  ship,  120  tons,  the  Golden  Hind,  40  tons, 
and  the  Squirrel,  10  tons. 

'  Rtcmrdt. 

*  UaTf  Inmni's  account  of  the  coantrj 
Ibroogh  which  be  paieed  Heenu  to  have  bad 
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Before  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  they  found  the  little  StoaUmo,  of 
40  tons,  at  anchor,  which  the  English  merchants  would  not  permit 
to  enter : — 

"  These  Engliiih  nierchaate  that  were  and  always  be  admirals  bj  tnm  inter- 
changeably over  tbe  fleet  of  GBhermeD  within  the  same  hurbonr." 

In  reading;  this  narrative  we  are  forcibly  impreaaed  with  the 
dominion  exercised  by  these  extraordinary  English  merchant  adventurers 
in  Newfoundland ;  they  looked  upon  the  whole  island  as  their  own 
dominion,  gained  by  their  own  valour,  without  the  tlighteat  aesistance 
from  the  English  Government.  They  therefore  resented  the  enti-auce  of 
a  mere  courtier  into  their  domain.  They  knew  full  well  that  they  had 
only  their  own  strong  right  arms  and  stout  hearts  to  depend  upon ;  in 
tliose  days  there  was  no  such  thing  as  international  justice.  If  by 
chance  a  French  vessel  captured  one  of  ours,  there  was  no  redress,  they 
would  be  foi-tunate  to  escape  with  their  lives  from  a  howling  French  mob. 
To  be  captured  by  a  Spaniard  was  to  fall  into  the  very  gate  of  death  ; 
n  captured  Frenchman  had  a  show  of  justice  in  England,  but  no 
substantial  recompense  for  injury.  There  are  many  cases  in  the  records 
like  the  following  : — 

"  April  18,  1591.  Petiiion  from  Bajonne  to  the  Privy  Council  that  a  ehip  of 
Peter  de  Hody  of  Bayonne  from  Kewfoundlaud  with  108.000  dry  fish.  4,000  green. 
H  hbda.  of  Train  oil,  total  value  6,000  crowns,  bad  been  taken  by  a  ship  of 
Sir  W,  Kaleigh,  and  bronght  to  Uphill  near  Bristol."  ' 

Hody  spent  five  hundred  crowns,  but  got  no  redress  from  the  rich 
victunllers  of  Bristol,  who  had  received  the  proceeds  of  the  merchandise, 
and  kept  the  ship ;  so  lie  returned  to  France, 

"  Sept.  1591.  The  Eliai,  BeneventuTe  and  Ihidhy  took  a  ship  The  Holy  OhoH 
from  tr.  de  Earqaea  of  St.  Jean  de  Lns  with  15,000  dry  fieh.  60  hhda.  of  train,  and 
48  men  whom  they  stripped  to  their  shirts.  Do  Harqnesi  and  hia  two  brothers 
have  been  Bailors  in  Eiiglnnd  for  past  eight  months."  ' 

The  ship  was  afterwards  ordered  to  be  given  up,  but  the  owners  did 
not  get  her — she  ran  ashore — a  regular  West  Country  trick. 

In  our  day  these  daring  adventurers  would  be  dubbed  "  pirates." 
The  only  way  they  exercised  dominion  was  by  a  reckless  dare-devil 
courage,  which  made  the  very  name  of  Englishman  a  terror  to  the 
Spaniards.  It  was  the  almost  fiendish  cruelty  to  English  prisoners  that 
stirred  the  whole  nation  against  Spain.  They  have  a  proverb  in  the 
Peninsula  expressing  the  highest  tribute  to  the  valour  of  our 
ances'.ors : — 

"  Con  todo  el  mundo  gnerra, 

Mas  paz  con  Inglatierra." 

"  Wot  with  all  the  world,  but  peace  with  England.'' 
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Mr,  Oppenbeim,  in  the  "  English  Historical  Review,"  says : — 
"  It  speaks  anfficienllj'  for  the  conrftge  of  the  Elizabethan  nailor  that  during 
the  wfaole  of  the  reign  bnt  two  English  men-of-war,  the  Jemi  of  Lvhe^  and 
the   Beeenffc,  were    captnred   by   the  Spaniards,  and   then    only   aft«r    denperate 
fighting  against  overwhelming  odds." 

We  realise  the  power  of  Elizabeth,  when  even  in  remote  Newfoundland 
the  moment  the  merchants  knew  of  her  commission  they  obeyed  Gilbert's 
oi-ders.  This  narrative  will  also  disabuse  our  minds  of  the  idea  of  the 
Newfoundland  trade  as  carried  on  by  a  few  poor  fishermen.     It  comes 


BJt.  MBS.  Eg.  w«-«. 

out  clearly  in  this  History  that  nearly  a  century  before  any  English 
colony  was  founded  in  North  Ameriica,  England  had  a  great  trade  aid 

'  Thit  map  ig  of  French  ori|;]ii,  And  diflen  French  esplontiona  in   Newfoundland    and 

»ery  Htlle  from  that  of  Ueacellier,  ([iven   it  Labrador,  particularly  from  Notre  Daioe  Buy 

p.  «l,  John   Dee's  at   p.  ii.  and  VBltard'n  to  Ihe  StrailB   of  Belle   lale.    The   Kngli^h 

nude  at  l)iepp«.    It  aho««  the  rtBulta  of  early  itandatd  ia  shoim  near  Hamilton  Inlet. 
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Bslieiy  in  Newfoundland.  In  1594,  Sir  Walter  Ba'eigh  said  that  if 
any  harm  should  happen  to  the  Newfoundland  fleet  it  would  be  the 
greatest  calamity  wliich  could  befall  England.^ 

The  entertainera  of  Sir  Humphrey  were  merchants.  St.  John's  was 
even  then  an  important  free  port;  a  lai^e  intematioDa)  trade  was 
carried  on,  the  owners  coming  out  with  their  masters,  and  soperin- 
tending  it  themselves.  It  b  also  expressly  told  ub  that  they  had  houses, 
for  the  General  lived  ashore  with  them  for  the  three  weeks  he  stayed  in 
St.  John's. 

The  character  of  this  business  will  be  easily  understood  ;  it  was  an 
absolutely  free  trade;  no  Custom  House  officer  to  trouble  the  merchant's 
pocket  or  his  conscience.  The  principal  traffic  consisted  in  selling  for 
cash — or  bartering  for  fish  and  oil — Mediterranean  products,  salt,  olive 
oil,  fruits,  wines,  also  West  of  England  cordage,  clotli  bats,  caps,  hosiery, 
Sheffield  Wiires,  and  general  English  merchandise.  The  master  and  his 
crew  fished,  the  merchant  had  hii  store  and  tiaded;  consideiing  the 
large  numbsr  of  fishermen  of  all  nations,  probably  about  firteen  thousand, 
resorting  to  Newfoundland,  it  must  have  been  an  extensive  and,  1  need 
not  add,  a  luciative  trade. 

There  are  three  narratives  of  Gilbert's  expedition— Hayes",  Peckham's, 
and  Clark's.     Hayes  says : — 

"  Sntiirdaj.  3rd  Augast,  we  made  ready  our  fights  and  prepared  to  enter  the 
harbour,  any  resiataucc  to  the  central  7  uutwithataoding,  tber<i  being  within  of  all 
nations  to  the  number  of  .16  eail. 

"  Bot  firBt  the  Qcneral  [Gilbert]  despBtohed  a  boat  to  give  them  Icnowledge  of 
his  coining  for  no  ill  intent,  having  commiasion  from  Her  Uajcaty  for  this  voyage 
nc  had  in  hand;  and  immediately  we  fallowed  with  a  alack  gale,  and  in  the  very 
ei.tiance,  which  is  but  narrow,  the  Admiral  fell  npon  a  rock  [CahiU'e  Botk]  on  the 
larboard  side,  by  great  overfigbt. 

"  After  the  English  merchants  had  been  shown  onr  commission  tbey  were 
all  satisfied.  The  mercbauta  with  their  masters  depnrted.  They  oaused  forthwith 
to  he  discharged  all  the  great  ordinance  of  their  fleet  in  token  of  our  welcome." 

Afterwards  arraugenients  were  made  to  fit  out  this  poor  ill-provided 
expedition  with  necessary  food  and  supplies.     Hayea  continues  :— 

"  Commissioners  rfy«  appointed,  part  of  our  own  company  and  part  of  theirs 
to  go  into  other  harbours  adjoining  {for  our  Eniflish  merchanlt  i-vmjiuiud  all  there) 
to  levy  our  provision ;  whereunto  the  Portngole  (above  all  ether  nations)  did  most 
willingly  and  liberally  contribute. 

"  In  so  much  as  we  were  piesented  (above  onr  allowance)  with  wines, 
marmaladea,  most  fine  msk  or  biECuits,  sweet  oils,  and  snndij  delicacies  1  also,  ire 
wanted  not  of  frebb  salmons,  iroutB,  lobsters,  and  other  fresh  fish  brought  dailj' 
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"  MoreoTor  as  the  manner  is  in  fisbiog  every  week  to  chooBo  their  Admiral 
anew,  or  rather  tbey  encceed  each  in  orderly  coarse,  and  have  weekly  their 
Admiral's  feast  solemaized,  even  bo  Che  Oenerat,  captains  and  masters  of  our  fleet 
were  continnally  invited  and  feasted. 

"  Next  morning  being  Snnday,  4th  Angnst,  the  General  and  hie  company  were 
bronght  on  land  by  the  English  merchants,  who  showed  anto  ua  their  accnstomed 
walks  into  a  place  they  called  '  the  garden.' '  But  nothing  appeared  more  than 
nature  itself  without  art,  who  confusedly  hath  bronght  forth  roses  abundantly- 
wild,  bat  odoriferous,  and  to  sense  very  comfortable.  Also  the  like  plenty  of 
raspberries,  which  do  grow  in  every  place." 

It  is  quite  evident  that  Gilbert  and  his  companions  had  a  veiy 
jovial  time  in  St.  John's,  then,  and  now,  fnmons  for  it'i  hospitality. 

It  seems,  saya  Hayea,  speaking  of  St.  John's — 

"A  place  very  populous  and  much  frequented." 

And  Sir  George  Peckham  says  that  the  English  merchants — 

"  Before  endeavonring  to  franghte  IhemEelves  with  fish  repnyred  unto  Sir 
Humphrey  and  assisted  him  in  bis  designs." 
Hayes  continues : —  • 

"  ijpon  Ifonday  being  the  fifth  of  August  the  General  caused  his  tent  to  be  set 
npon  the  side  of  an  hill 'in  the  vieweof  all  the  flete  of  English  men  and  strangers , 
which  were  in  number  between  thirty  andfoily  i<ail:  then,  being  accompanied  by  all 
his  Captains,  Uaators,  Qoutlemeu  and  Soldiers  he  caused  all,  the  Uastei-s  aud 
priucipall  oflScers  of  the  shippes  as  well  Englishmen  as  Spaniards  Fortugals  and 
all  other  nations  to  repayre  into  his  tent  and  then  and  there  in  the  presence  of  them 
all  he  did  caase  hU  commiaaion  under  the  great  seal  of  England  to  be  openlie  and 
solemnlie  reads  unto  them  wberebywaa  graunted  unto  him  his  heyres  and  a^signeB 
by  the  Queen's  moat  excellent  Majeatie  many  great  and  large  royalties  liberties 
aud  priv Hedges. 

"  The  efiect  whereof  being  signified  unto  the  strangers  by  an  interpreter  te 
took  possession  of  the  said  laude  in  the  rigLt  of  the  Crown  of  England  by  digging 
up  a  turfe  and  receiving  the  same  with  a  hazell  wande  delivered  unto  him  after  the 
manner  of  the  lawe  and  cuatome  of  England. 

"  Then  he  signified  nnto  the  company  both  Btrongers  and  others  that  from 
thenceforth  they  were  to  live  in  that  land  as  the  territories  appertayniug  unto  the 
Crowne  of  England  and  to  be  governed  by  Buch  lawes  as  by  good  advli^e  should  be 
bet  down  which  in  all  points  (so  neere  as  might  be)  should  be  agreeable  to  the 
Lawes  of  England  and  for  to  put  the  same  in  execution  presentlie  be  ordained  and 
CHiabliahed  three  lawes; 

*'  1.  EBlAbliahment  of  the  Church  of  England. 

"  2.  Any  attempt  prejudicial  to  1 
punished  m  in  a  caae  of  High  Treason. 


Any  attempt  prejudicial  to  Her  Majesty's  ri(^s  in  the  territory  to  be 


'  The  late  Sir  K.  J.  Pinaeol  and  nevenil  naturally  take  a  stroll  nn  a    Sunday  aftcr- 

othem  ha»e  djacnflged  the   site  of  "je  an-  nooii, 

eient  garden."      It  is  difficult  to  define  its  '  The  hill  would  be,  probaHy,  Garrison 

exact   poxitioD.   but  it   nas   probably   nome-  Dili,  the  centre  of  the  harbour.    In  H^tton 

where  about  Cherry   Garden,  on  the  banhl  aud  Harvey's  Hi.-itory  the  General  i«  described 

of   Waterford   Bridge   River,  the   most  pic-  as  slBudingnutbebeacb  of  St.  JahD'Htlarboiir 

turesiiue   walk   about   St.   John's.      A   path  to  perform  the  eercmony,  and  the  pillar   as 

would  go  along  there   into  the  woods.      It  being  «et  up  nor  the  water  edge.    I'eckhau'ii 

ia   in   the  direclioD  in  which   sailors  would  narrative  shows  that  it  wag  on  thu  hill. 
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"  3.  Anjone  att«ring  worde  of  diBbonoar  to  Her  Mftjestf  should  lose  hie  ears 
and  have  his  goods  and  ship  confiscated. 

"  All  men  did  serie  willingly  sabmit  themselves  to  those  lawes, 

"  Then  ho  caused  the  Queen's  Ifitjestiea  arms  to  be  engraTod  imd  set  upon  a 
pillar  of  wood  not  far  from  thn  tent  with  great  solemnity. 

"  Aftei'  this  divers  EngliBLmen  mode  suit  note  Sir  Humphrey  to  have  of  him 
by  iuhoi'itaace  theyre  accustomed  stages  standings  and  drying  places  in  sundry- 
parts  of  that  land  for  theyre  fish  as  a  thing  they  do  make  great  accompbe  of. 
Which  he  granted  iinto  them  in  fee  farme. 

"  And  by  ibis  means  he  hath  possession  mayutained  for  him  in  many  parts  of 
that  counti'y. 

"  To  be  briefe  he  dyd  Ictte,  sette.  give  and  dispose  of  many  things  as  absolnte 
Governor  there  by  virf.ne  of  Her  Majesty's  letter  patent."  ' 

He  gave  title  to  a  great  many  English  merchants  for  their  tishing 
places  ill  St.  John's  and  the  neighbouring  harbours.  Some  of  the 
St.  John 'a  merchants  wanted  lar^r  grants  of  li\nd- 

"Now  [says  Hayes]  he  became  contrarily  sfiected,  refusing  to  make  any  so 
large  grants,  especially  of  St.  John's,  which  certain  Knglish  merchants  made  snit 
for,  oCEeriug  to  employ  thoii'  money  and  travail  j|>rork]  upon  the  same ;  yet  neither 
by  their  own  suit  nor  of  other  of  the  company  whom  he  seemed  wilting  to  pleasure, 
it  could  be  obtsined."' 

The  merchants  evi- 
dently contemplated  per- 
manent settlement  and 
cultivation,and only  wanted 
to  be  secure  in  their 
tenure;  and  it  telh  some- 
what against  the  gallant 
knight  that  his  "  con- 
trariety "  helped  to  re- 
tard the  pi-ogress  of  the 
Colony. 

The   splendid    harbour 

of     St.     John's     and     its 

unique    jiosition,    midway 

between    Cape    Bona  vista 

and   Cape  Race,  where   at 

fir^t  all  the  English  fishing 

opei-ations  were  carried  on, 

Q«rft-.A3-j?T™fi-w/«A.,^.itf  ^  made  our  capital,  from  the 

s[u  ni-nriiHEv  oii.beht.  very  beginning,  the  meti-o- 

polls     and     head- quarters 

of  the  Newfoundland  fish  trade,  both  Engtinli  and  foreign. 

It   was   a   grave   misfortune   for   the   Colony  that    the  first  great 
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colonisation  scheme  fell  into  the  honda  of  a  poor,  bankrupt,  incapable 
man  like  Gilbert ;  to  use  Hayes*  words — 

"  He  thrntit  bimsolf  into  the  Action  for  nbiob  he  was  not  fit,  proauming  the 
caoBe  pretended  on  God's  behalf  would  carry  him  to  the  desired  end."  ' 

"What  shall  we  say  of  a  great  patentee  like  Gilbert,  owner  of 
half  a  continent,  refusing  the  English  merchants  in  St,  John's  a  title  to 
liind  around  the  infant  capital,  on  which  they  were  willing  to  spend 
their  money,  time,  and  labour.  Later  on,  when  an  official  settlement 
was  made  under  Guy,  he  was  directed  by  the  patentees  to  go  to  Con- 
ception Bay,  not  to  St.  John's.  The  directors  of  the  company  seem  to 
have  t)een  well  acquainted  with  the  Newfoundland  fishery  ;  full  directions 
are  given  to  him  about  the  fish  trade,  kc. ;  clearly,  long  before  that 
time,  all  the  chief  and  be-t  places  in  the  good  harbours  of  the  ejat 
coast  had  been  appropriated  by  merchants  and  fishermen, 

Gilbert  had  with  him  a  Saxon  ore  refiner  named  Daniel ;  he  was 
so  impressed  with  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  Colony  that  he  proposed  to 
leave  the  settlement  und  discovery  of  the  south  to  Hayes,  for,  he  said, 
"  I  am  now  become  a  northern  man  altogether,  and  my  heart  is  set  on 
"  Newfoundland." 

Our  Colony  undoubtedly  possesses  great  mineral  wealth ;  this  has 
been  proved :  whether  Sir  Humphrey  and  his  miner  really  found  anything 
biit  the  glittering  iron  pyrites  known  as  "  fool's  gold  "  cannot  now  be 
ascertained,  as  ore,  papers,  and  everytliing  else  were  lost  at  sea. 

The  end  of  this  ill-organised  expedition  was  dire  disaster;  on  the 
29th  of  August  their  Admiral's  ship  Delight  was  lost  off  Cape  Sable, 
through  utter  carelessness  and  bad  seamanship ;  the  little  frigate  Squirrel 
and  the  Golden  Hind  escaped ;  on  the  31st  of  August  they  bore  up  for 
England.  Poor  Gilbeit  h:is  been  [tainted  for  us  as  so  complete  an  angel 
that  it  is  a  relief  to  find  him  at  times  giving  way  to  human  infirmities 
and  acting  like  an  ordinary  man  After  they  had  passed  Cape  Race  on 
their  return  voyage,  Gilbert  came  aboard  the  Hind  to  get  a  wound  in 
his  foot  dressed ;  afterwards,  <m  a  fair  day,  he  came  aboard  again  "  to 
"  make  merry,  together  with  the  captain,  master,  and  company,  and 
"  continued  there  from  morning  until  evening,"  no  doubt  drinking  the 
good  wine  they  had  received  in  St  John's.  On  the  same  day,  for  the 
loss  of  some  mineral  specimens,  "  he  v/as  not  able  to  contain  himself,  but 
"  beat  his  boy  in  a  great  rage." 

Lest  I  should  be  charged  with  misrepresenting  the  qualities  of  this 
mwt  unfortunate  adventui-er,  read  his  character  drawn  by  Kingsley  in 
the  fascinating  pnges  of  "  Westward  Ho  " :  "a  philosopher — says  Amyas 
— but  not  so  much  of  a  general,  not  able  to  control  men." 
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The  death  of  Sir  Hamphrey  wem  as  ead  and  tragic  an  end  as  ever 
befell  a  hera  It  Eeems  the  Knollys  or  eome  of  his  enemies  had 
questioned  his  coui'age  on  ship  board,  seamanship  he  liad  none;  so  to 
prove  hia  mettle  he  refused  to  leave  the  wretched  little  tub  of  a  Squirrel 
(10  tons).     He  said  : — 

"  '  I  will  not  foraake  my  little  company  going  homewards  with  whom  I  have 
passed  so  raiuiy  alorma  and  perils,'  albeit  [says  Hayes]  this  was  rathtiF  raahnesa 
than  advised  resolution,  to  prefer  tha  wind  of  a  vain  report  to  the  weight  of  his 
own  life." ' 

TJnfortonately  he  was  no  sailor  or  he  might  have  known  her 
coniition,  overweighted  on  deck  with  "  fight's  netting  and  small 
artillery,"  cumbersome  for  so  small  a  boat  to  pass  through  the  ocean  at 
that  period  of  the  year. 

On  Monday,  9th  September,  in  the  afternoon — 

"  The  frigate  Squirrel  was  near  cast  away  oppressed  by  waves,  yet  at  that  time 
recovered  i  and  giving  forth  signs  of  joy,  the  General  [Gilbert]  sitting  abaft  with 
a  book  in  his  hand,  cried  out  to  ns  in  the  Hind  (so  oft  as  we  did  approach  within 
bearing),  'We  are  as  near  Heaven  by  eea  as  by  land,"  reiterating  the  same  speech 
well  beseeming  a  soldier,  resolate  in  Jesua  Christ,  as  I  can  testify  he  was. 

"  Suddenly  on  Monday  night  we  lost  sight  of  the  Sguirrel's  light.  Our  watch 
cried  oDt  the  Oencrol  was  cast  away,  which  was  too  true ;  for  in  that  moment 
the  frigHte  was  duvoared  and  swallowed  up  of  the  sea." ' 

Poor  Gilbert!  probably  he  was  so  disheartened  by  failuie  and  lossei 
that  he  almost  courted  death.  Hayes,  a  practical  sailor,  by  lii»  skill, 
and  the  good  seamanship  of  Master  Cox,  of  Liniehouse,  arrived 
Kafe  in  England,  and  to  him  we  are  indebted  for  probably  the  most 
interesting  narrative  contained  in  tlie  voluminous  collection  of  Hakluyt, 
the  Story  of  the  Unfortunate  Expedition  to  Newfoundland. 

Hayea  concludes  with  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  piety  and  courage  of 
his  unfoi'tunate  leader : — 

"  But  snch  ia  the  infioite  bonnty  of  God,  who  from  every  evil  deriveth  good. 
For  besides  that  fruit  may  grow  in  time  of  our  travelling  into  these  north-west 
landH  the  crosses,  tarmoils,  and  alllictioiis,  both  in  the  preparation  and  execution 
of  this  voyage,  did  correct  the  intemperate  humonra  which  before  we  noted  to  ha 
in  this  gentleman,  and  made  unsavonry  and  Icsa  delightful  his  other  manifold 
virtues.  Then,  as  he  was  refined  and  made  nearer  drawing  unto  the  image  of 
(iod,  so  it  pleaded  the  Divine  nill  to  resume  him  unto  himself,  whither  bothhia  and 
every  oiher  high  and  noble  mind  have  always  aspired."  ' 

Almost  immediately  after  the  death  of  Gilbert,  the  bmthen  of 
colonising   America,  which    had   been   too    heavy   lor   his  poor  weak 
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slioulders,  fell  on  his  illustrioua  half-brother  Raleigh.^     His  plans  for 
founding   Virginia    were   not 

successful  in  his  lifetime,  but 

with  untiring  energj'  and 
dauntleas  coumge  he  persisted 
in  hi)t  endeavours  and  spent 
his  substance;  he  sowed  the 
sefd,  others  reaped  the  fruit. 
To  Raleigh,  above  all  men  in 
tliis  great  age,  is  due  the 
honour  and  glory  of  founding 
England's  Colonial  Empire. 
He  was  all-powertul  in  Devon  ; 
^  we£nd  him  always  mindful  of 
her  interests,  and  urging  the 
Government  to  buy  bait  fish 
for  the  army  and  navy.- 

In   the   Records   the   sup- 
plying  of    this    fisli   is   very 
Hill  WALTBR  KiLEiuii  f  1  equfiutly  mentioned.     It  was 

almost    always    scarce.      The 
merchants      dealt     with     the 

Government   on   sound    commercial  principles,  charging  them   twenty 


miag  nfitr  on  eld  parlraii. 


I  Ruleigh  was  bom  ia  1SS2,  at  »  small 
farm  house  called  Huyef,  near  BudlEigh. 
Devon.  UU  father,  Waller  Kuleigh,  inarriecl 
f'>r  hia  third  wife  the  widow  at  Utto  Gilbert, 
of  CoinploD  Ctutle.  Hik  mother,  a  Champer- 
Qoan,  WU8  connected  with  the  illugtrious 
familj-  of  the  Curews.  Yoimg  Walter  hud 
au  experience  of  lire  given  to  few.  As  a 
l>evansbire  bo;  he  had  all  the  usual  praetice 
and  eiperdnce  of  seauiau^hip,  boating. 
and  sailiag.  At  eevenleen  ht  left  Oxford 
with  liis  uncle  fur  ihe  wura  in  France,  nhere 
he  was  distinguished  for  courage  and  niililary 
■kill.  He  neit  studied  law.  Next  we  tiod 
him  at  Court,  and  a  soldier  in  Ireland,  tie 
represenled  his  natice  connty  in  farliatDeuI. 
Amongst  his  competrs  his  marvelloui 
eloquence  '»■  the  trait  most  dwelt  upon ;  but. 


berides  being  an  or 
able     gen 


r  and  a  statesman,  he 
i    of    tbe    I 


complibhed  and  scientific  sailors  of  his 
age.  He  planned  the  atratcgj  which  con- 
quered the  Invincible  Armada.  As  a 
volamiiions  writer  lie  takes  high  rank,  even 
in  the  aire  of  Uacon  and  Shukespeare.  No 
other  Englishman  ihoned  genius  in  so  maoy 
different  capacities  as  Hnleijp.h.  Our  o»n 
.Bge  is  aaionished  at  the  remarkable  coi(junc- 
'  lion  of  financier,  ■ebolor.  debater,  and 
politician     exhibited     in     such     marvellous 


combination  b;  Mr.  Gladstime.  Our  hero 
possessed  all  these  gifts  in  equal  degree. 
But  whilst  our  Grand  Uld  Man's  cliief  manuai 
exploit  in  acllve  tire  is  culling  down  trees, 
Kaleigh  was  soldier,  sailor,  ship-builder,  and 

In  this  age  the  mitta  of  seclarian 
prejudice  are  clearing  away.  We  no  longer 
see  Bnleigh  and  £liZBl>eth  through  a  glass 
ilarkly.  To  us  their  patriotism  shines  out 
clearly,  whilst  their  faults  and  crimes  are 
not  hidden.  In  llie  supreme  hour  cf  danger 
lialeigh  largely  contributed  to  Ihe  Milvation 
of  Euiland.  In  the  days  of  monopolie*  be 
was  a  pronounceil  free-trader.  Every  honest 
I'lnglifhman  execrates  .  tbe  memory  of 
Henry  VIII.  for  the  murder  of  tbe  noble 
Catholic  Sir  Thomas  More.  Our  feelings 
are  still  stronger  against  the  drivelling  James 
Stuart  for  the  death  of  the  grandest  English- 
man of  action  of  all  time — Baleigh.  His 
memory  has  been  worthily  noromemorated  by 
a  tablet  in  WeBrroinster  Abbey,  erected  by 
Americans  to  "  Ualeigh,  Ihe  Founder  of  the 
Er.glisli  Empire  in  America." 

'  As  eiirlr  as  1338  there  is  an  order 
From  tUlwjrd  HI.  to  his  clerk  to  provide 
rlocifiih,  presumably  for  tbe  army  in  Erance. 
— ^(KiMBu's  Fadera.) 
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ahillinga  per  hundred    fish  when    the  regnlar  trade  price    was  ten 
shUlings.     We  find  in  Um  :— 

"  An  Indenture  of  bargain  vherebf  the  CommissioDer  at  Cbestr  takm  up  for 
Her  Majesty's  seirice  in  Ireland  20,000  Newronndland  flsh  at  20/-  per  100." 

In  his  Litter  years  Raleigh  waa  Governor  of  Jersey.  St.  Heliers 
was  a  free  port,  and  under  his  fosteiing  care  the  trade  of  the  little 
Norman  Isles  was  vastly  increased ;  he  encouraged  the  islanders  to 
piirticipate  in  the  great  Newfoundland  fish  trade,  in  whicli  Jersey  and 
her  adventurous  sons  have  always  played  a  most  prominent  part.* 


In   1583,   immediately   after    the    death    of    Gilbert,   Sir    Geoi-ge 

Peckham,  a  London  merchant,  who  had   been  chief  adventurer  witli 

the     unfortunate      Sit      Huitiphrey, 

published  the   first   printed  book  on 

Newfoundland,  entitled : — 

"  A  true  report  of  the  late  diHcorerieH 
and  poaeeeaion  taken  in  the  right  of  the 
Crown  of  England  of  the  Newfoundlands 
bj  that  valiant  and  worthy  gentleman  Sir 
Hnmphrey  Gilbert,  Knigbt.  Wherein  is 
also  briefly  set  down  her  hiKhnesa  lawful 
title  thereunto  and  the  great  and  manifold 
commodities  that  are  likely  to  grow  thereby 
to  the  whole  realm  in  general,  and  to  the 
adrentnrera  in  particular.  Tt^ether  with 
the  easiness  and  ehortnesa  of  the  voyage 
written  by  Sir  O-eorge  Feckham,  Knigbt, 
the  chief  adventurer  and  fnrtherer  of  Sir 
j  voyage  to  Newfonnd- 


A   TRVE  REPORTE. 

Of  the  late  diicoucrics, 

and  podtlsion,  talien  in  the  right  of 
the  Craane  of  Sn^Unt/t.  efihe  New- 


Stent  4ttJ  tUfotJ. 
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Id  an  age  when  there  were  no 
newspapers  and  no  interviewers,  the 
only  chance  of  obtaining  publicity 
waa  to  wiite  a  pamphlet.  This  work 
is  in  the  nature  of  an  Elizabethan 
advertisement,  and  is  worthy  of  the 
genius  of  a  modem  compuny  promoter. 

It  sets   out   most  truthfully  the  great   internal  resources  of  the  new 

Colony : — 

"  By  establishing  a  safe  harbour  and  hcad-qnarters,  and  it  is  well  known  to  all 
men  of  soand  judgment  that  this  Newfoundland  voyage  is  of  greater  importance 
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'  "Guern»e.v,  April  1594.— Guernsey fleg. 
imie  of  provisions  for  BoMiers  except  60,000 
NewlsDd   fish,    a    barque    of   herringa,  and 

muoh  lurger  share  at  tliis  time  in  the  New- 

foundland trade  (h«n  hiT  tmaller  nister  island. 

>  This  in  the  title  of  H  later  edition  thou 

40  tuns  of  cider."    Jersey  must  have  had  > 

the  one  illustrated. 
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vad  will  be  fonnd  more  beneficial  to  onr  oonntry  than  all  other  Toyages  at  this 
day  in  ntie  tiiid  trade  ftmonget  na," 

The  work  is  a  moet  sensible,  <^lear-headed,  business  docameut,  and 
the  author  shows  himself  as  a  shrewd  trader ;  he  offers  attractions  to 
everyone — sport  for  the  gentles  and  nobles ;  fishing  for  all ;  a  north-west 
passage  to  India  from  Newfoundland  for  the  scientitic  and  adventurous. 
The  hundred  pound  subscriber  was  to  have  sixteen  thouaand  acres  of 
land  with  authority  to  keep  Court  Leet  and  Court  Baron ;  to  be  chosen 
one  of  the  Council  to  make  laws ;  to  pay  one  half -penny  an  acre  for  the 
building  of  forts,  towns,  churches,  &c.  The  smallest  contributions  were 
accepted ;  even  the  subscriber  of  ten  shillingB  hud  his  rights  and  lands 
in  proportion. 

The  whole  pamphlet  is  an  ingenious  attempt  to  get  money  from  the 
public  and  to  keep  Gilbert's  charter  ali-ze.  Sir  John  Gilbert  maintained 
bis  brother's  ahadowy  claim  for  years  after,  as  I  find  some  Devon 
fishermen  complaining  of  being  prevented  by  him  from  going  to  New- 
foundland, probably  for  claims  due  under  Gilbert's  charter.  As  we 
proceed  with  this  history  w©  shall  see  other  instances  of  the  extra- 
ordinary and  fantastic  way  in  which  kings  and  potentates  flung  away 
islands  and  continents  to  adventurers  and  Court  favourites.  All  the 
very  early  ones  came  to  naught;  the  later  ones  caused  etrife  and  diffi- 
culty everywhere. 

This  book  marks  the  great  advancement  of  the  age ;  the  resources  of 
the  island  are  set  forth,  perhaps,  in  too  glowing  terms,  but  its  immense 
advantage  to  England  is  not  in  any  way  exaggerated.  The  proposal  to 
make  St.  John's  a  fortified  town  was  thoroughly  practical ;  it  wouid 
have  secureil  our  capital  from  the  attacks  and  destruction  it  afterwards 
saffered  from  the  French, 


Besides  the  patriotic  endeavours  of  Sir  George  Peckham  to  encourage 
settlement  and  relieve  the  distressed  poor  of  England  by  emigration,  the 
gallant  Sydney  and  Carlile,  sons-in-law  of  Walsingharo,  wrote  nnd  ad- 
vocated the  planting  of  colonies  in  Newfoundland  and  North  America. 
Their  only  effect  was  to  encourage  the  prosecution  of  the  fiaheiy,  which 
increased  by  leaps  and  bounds. 

We  have  an  account  in  Hakluyt  of  Strange's  prosecution  of  the 
seal  and  whale  fishery  in  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence ;  of  Rice  Jones's 
fishing  at  St.  Peter's. 

Piracy  was  prominent ;  Cecil  and  Raleigh  engaged  in  it  under  the 
guise  of  privateering.  A  notable  French  pirate,  De  Sanc4,  behaved  very 
cruelly  to  one  Richard  Clark,  which  is  duly  recorded  as  follows,  but 
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little  is  said  of  the  constant  raids  made  by  Englishmen  on  ships  of  all 
nations : — 

"  1596.  Report  of  Richard  Clarke  and  others  concerning  the  p'racj  committed 
hy  three  French  Hhipa  at  St.  John's  Newfoandlaud.  The  Cap'ainof  the  Adminil 
[commodore  of  the  three  ships]  was  named  Slithol  do  Sanf^ ;  the  Master  of  tlie 
Tice-Admiral  Martin  do  Sanc^.  Having  been  used  with  kind  enter tainm en t  aud 
invited  to  hrertkfaat  on  the  2&  September,  in  reqnital  be  invited  the  Frenchmftii 
aboard  hia  ship  the  next  day.  The  captain  of  the  Admiral  feignid  aneseaseatid  sent 
for  Clarke  to  vL^it  him  in  hig  Bicknese  ;  upon  a  andden  the  French  fell  on  Clarke 
and  his  men,  calling  out '  rendez  Tona,  rendez  Tona.'  He  and  nine  men  were 
kept  pmoners  nine  daja  and  their  ebipa  pillaged.  Witneaftee:  Rio.  Clarke, 
Uatt  Ryoea  and  Phil.  Fubjan,  Mate  Sam  Clarke,  Surgeon,  and  aeventeon  others."  ' 

The  most  interesting  of  these  voynges  is  the  adventure  of  Charles 
Leigh,  a  London  merchant ;  in  C;ipe  Breton  he  lost  one  of  his  ships, 
the  Chancellor,  and  came  into  collision  with  a  big  Biscayan  ship,  whose 
captnin,  surronnded  by  his  countrymen,  dared  to  treat  him  ill.  The 
Englishman  wanted  to  fight,  but  the  Biscayan  ran  off.  Next  he  cap- 
tured a  Spanish  sh'.p  in  the  St.  Lawrence.  .A  comrade  vessel  came  to 
her  rescue,  so  Leigh  bad  to  give  up  his  prize  and  prisoners  in  orJer  to 


From  a  phoUgraph  by  A.  B.  Prov^e.  Stq..  Jf.J>..  it/  Cliflon. 

rescue  his  prize  crew.  Finally,  to  avenge  himself  for  nil  the.se  mishaps, 
he  attacked  a  big  French  vessel  in  St.  Mary's,  cnptured  her  after  a  hard 
fight,  and  so  returned  with  two  ships  and  a  valuable  cargo.  The  whole  i 
story  exhibits  the  daring,  reckless  character  of  the  English  adventurers 
of  the  day,  and  the  extraordinary  difficulties  under  which  business  was 
carried  on. 

Though  nominally  at  peace,  still  for  all  practical  purposes  England 
and  Spain  were  at  war  between  1584  and  1-588.  Elizabeth  openly  aided 
the  Hollanders  in  their  struggles  against  Philip ;  Drake  plundered  the 
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Spanish  main  and  captured  the  great  treasure  ships,  his  Royal  mistress 
sharing  the  plunder.  When  the  haughty  Mendoza  remonstrated  with  her 
she  sent  him  packing  out  of  England.  Elizabeth  and  her  advisers  knew 
that  war  with  Spain  was  inevitable ;  she  never  shrank  from  the  contest 
or  tried  to  conciliate  the  irritated  Spanish  monarch,  on  the  contrary,  she 
carried  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country.  It  was  a  tremendously  bold 
policy  for  a  little  countiy  like  England,  with  ihe  present  population  of 
London  and  a  revenue  of  half  a  million,  to  attack  a  colossal  power  like 
Spain.  In  1585  the  most  daring  blow  of  all  was  made  on  the  Spanirih 
fishing  fleet  in  Newfoundland.  Whitbourne  records  the  firrival  of 
Sir  Bernard  Drake  in  St  John's  that  year  with  a  commission  from  the 
Crown.  He  also  mentions  the  seizure  of  several  Portuguese  vessels 
by  Drake ;  Portugal  at  that  time  formed  part  of  Philip's  dominions. 
Doubtless  these  vessels  were  taken  in  St.  John's  whilst  the  Biacayana 
were  away  north  and  south  sealing,  whaling,  nnd  catching  cod. 

A  number  of  English  ships  had  been  seized  and  confiscated  in  Spain 
and  their  crews  treated  with  great  cruelty ;  one  vessel  had  been 
capriciously  confiscated  because  an  edition  of  "  Calo"  was  found  aboard. 

The  secret  history  of  tliis  expedition  is  told  in  the  Eecon's. 
Mr.  Froude  says  Sir  J.  Hawkins  devised  it,  arguing,  "  half  the  sailors  of 
"  the  Peninsula  went  to  Newfoundland  each  year;  he  proposeil  to 
"  capture  them,  and  leave  their  ships  to  rot  in  the  Harboiu^." 
Elizabeth  seems  to  have  been  opposed  to  it  at  first. 

On  June  20th  of  this  year  Walsingham  completed  the  plan  (the 
details  are  in  his  handwriting)  "  for  annoying  the  Spaniard  by  seizing 
"  t'leir  ships  in  Newfoundland,"  and  on  the  same  date  a  commission  was 
issued  to  Sir  Bernard  Drake  "to  pioceed  thither  fo  warn  all  English 
"  vessels  about  the  seizures  in  Spain,  and  prevent  them  making  sale  of 
"  their  fish  there,  and  to  take  all  Spanish  ships  and  subjects,  and  to 
"  bring  them  into  some  of  the  western  ports  of  Englnnd,  without 
"  disposing  of  any  part  of  the  lading  until  further  orders." 

The  following  minute  shows  he  was  successful ; — 

"  Oct.  10, 1585,  Conncil  to  Sir  John  Gilbert  advUing  of  the  captare  of  Spanish 
ships  and  sailors  at  Newfoan<)Iand.  Retnms  allowed  to  1500  Spanish  priaonerR ; 
allowance  redooed  from  3e.  id.  per  week  tu  3d.  per  day  per  man  in  conseqaence  of 
ill'treatment  of  Englishmen  in  Spaia  ;  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fish  taken  and  tke 
rest  distributed  in  prise  money." ' 

I'he  Spaniards  were  so  dismayed  by  this  bold  stroke  that  the  next 
year  their  fishing  fleet  did  not  go  to  Newfoundland. 

All  this  large  quantity  of  fish,  probably  fifty  to  sixty  thousand 
quintals,  w&s  smuggled  into  France  and  Spain  afterwards,  as  we  find 
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complaints  about  the  Custom  House  officers  having  exacted  illegal  fees 
upon  its  export. 

It  is  perfectly  marvellous  how  well  Elizabeth  knew  every  movement 
of  her  enemies  ;  every  intrigue  against  her  was  keenly  watchfid  by  her 
ubiquitous  agents-  and  spies;  if  Mary  Stuart  cast  an  amorous  glance  at 
Bothwell  it  was  duly  reported  ;  if  Philip  II.  moved  a  man,  or  a  ship  was 
rigged  in  Biscay,  immediately  the  queen  had  word. 

Considering  the  difficulties  of  communication  in  those  days — tlie 
dangers  from  floods,  robbers,  pirates— how  successfully  her  intelligence 


Friim  Bm-nanTt  Sectitil,  17(W. 

department  must  have  been  served.  For  ns,  "  heira  of  all  the  ages," 
many  secrets  of  the  Courts  of  Spain  and  England  have  now  been  laid 
bai-e.  Elizabeth's  reputation  as  a  sovereign  rests  on  her  success,  but 
nn  imperishable  monument  to  her  memory  has  been  raised  in  her 
Statutes.  The  State  Papers  preserved  at  HatBeld  show  her  tnlent 
as  a  politician,  how  cleverly  and  boldly  she  played  the  game  agninst 
Pliilip.     Posing  as  a  Protestant  champion,  whilst  a  Caiholic  at  heart — 
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simply  becmse  (hey  forced  her  hand — she  wna  all  the  time  planning 
and  prepai-ing  for  the  great  struggle  with  Spain. 

Elizabeth's  p<Jicy  in  defying  and  fighting  Spain  was  no  rash  reckless 
undertaking,  it  was  a  settled  polity,  baaed,  as  I  have  just  said  before,  on 
knowledge  most  varied  and  intimate  of  the  true  position  of  Spain ; 
b.-sides,  it  was  the  only  policy  the  high-spirited  English  nation  would 
permit ;  the  submission  of  James  Stuart  to  Spain  in  the  next  reign 
helped  to  turn  the  national  feeling  gainst  him.  Out  of  this  great 
conflict  with  the  colossal  power  of  Philip,  England  emerged  as  not  only 
the  conqueror,  but  as  Mistress  of  the  Seas — the  true  genius  of  the 
English  people  had  found  its  occupation. 

From  the  secret  history  of  the  reign  we  get  the  true  state  of  affairs, 
we  i-ealise  the  power  and  activity  of  the  Spanish  people,  and  what  they 
might  have  done  against  us  if  tliey  hail  been  free  and  well  led.  There 
were  two  to  three  hundred  Spanish  vessels  on  the  coast  of  Ireland 
in  Henry  VII,  and  Henry  VIIL's  reigns,  and  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  in  the  e;irly  part  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  catching  hacalao,'  and 
whaling  in  Newfoundland  and  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence.  The 
result  of  the  successful  Spanish  war  was  to  give  England  complete 
control  of  the  Transatlantic  cod-tishery ;  the  gi-eat  Newfoundland 
Spanish  fleet  never  came  again  after  that  terrible  defeat,  although 
stray  Biscayans,  protected  by  the  French,  continued  to  fish  in  Newfound- 
land up  to  a  much  later  date.  We  shall  see  subsequently  that  they 
claime<l  the  fishery  as  a  right,  which  Pitt  declared  he  would  not  acknow- 
ledge, even  if  the  enemy  were  in  possession  of  the  Tower  of  London. 
From  the  Armada  year  until  1630  the  English  held  the  Newfoundland 
fishery  practically  without  a  rival ;  out  of  the  whole  number  of  fishing 
vessels  England  had  more  than  double  the  fleet  of  her  rivals,  and  all 
quietly  submitted  to  her  control.* 

1588  is  the  ever-memorable  year  of  the  Invincible  Armada;  all 
through  this  season  its  coming  had  been  threatened,  and  many  of  the 
JJewfoundland  fishing  ships  stayed  at  home  to  take  part  in  the  battle. 
Eideford  had  seven  ships  in  the  great  fight,  and  later  on  the  little  north 
of  Devon  town  boasted  of    having  more   ships   in  the   nortiiem  and 

'  ThiB  IB  [lie  geueral  wnrd  id  Spaoieb  for  Che  European  natioDs,  ju^t  aa   ve  doit  use 

dried  cod,  pnibabl}-  derived  from  tlie  Baaque  the  wordii   "(;aallo"   and   "tobacco" — both 

"bncaitaba";  the  correct  Castilian  for  codfish  Spanish  words  which  have  come  into  general 

IE  "  abadejo."    "  Del  abadejo,  la  cabeza  v  el  uae. 

pellejo  "   means   the  bead  and   the  skin  are  '  In  April   of   next    jear,   1589,   Moj'* 

the  best  of  the  fish.     "Bacalao"  was  used  in  writes  to  Lord  Burghlej  from  Plvmoutlj  : — 

Spain  long  before  Che  dineoveryof  Newfound-  "The  whole  country  cannot  supply  above  a 

land.    It  is  referred  co  in  Jion  Quixote  in  hundred  thousand  Newland  Sah  for  the  fleet." 

Che  queer  scene  between  Maritomes  and  the  In   ordinary  years  [he   stock   on   hand  was 

arriero.  twenty  umvs  this  amount — two  million  fiih. 

In  the  sixteeDCh  ceotury,  and   laler  on,  a    eltiking    illustraliun    of   the    desCnicIive 

"  bacalao  "  was  used  as  a  trade  woul  by  alt  inflaence  of  war  on  commerce. 
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Newroimdland  I rade  than  any  port  in  Englnnd.aave  London  or  Topflham 
says  Kinjjs'ey  in  "  Westward  Ho ! "  : — 

'-It  IB  to  tbe  seit  lire  and  Inbonr  of  Bideford  and  Uftrtinontb,  and  Topsham  and 
Plj-moiith  (then  a  petty  place),  and  man;  another  little  western  town  that  England 
owcB  the  foundation  of  her  naval  and  oomin«rcia1  glory.  It  whb  the  men  of  Devon, 
the  Drakes  and  Hawkins,  Gilberls  and  Baleighs,  Grenrilles  and  Oxenbsme, 
and  a  host  more  of  '  Forgotten  worthies,'  whom  we  shall  learn  one  day  to  hononr 
as  tboy  deaerve,  to  whom  sho  owes  her  commeroo,  her  eclonies,  her  very 
existence.' 


Whitboume  wa.s  there  in  his  own  large  ship,  nnd  some  smaller 
vessels  6tted  out  entirely  at  his  own  expense ;  Bristol,  Bideford, 
])  irtmouth,  Plymouth,  To|>sham,  Bridport,  Exmouth,  Poole,  all  had  their 
share  in  the  figlit. 

Tlie  Royal  fleet,  even  in  Elizabeth's  reign,  was  less  than  the  tonnage 
of  the  Teutonic,  but  the  English  ships  were  wonderfully  sti-ong  and 
well  built,  thanks  to  old  Hawkins  and  his  father;  they  were  practical 
stamen  as  well  as  shipbuilders.  Kingslej'  states  tliat  Young  and 
Pro wse,  who  fired  the  Spanish  fleet  in  the  Calais  Roads — -"Let  their 
names  live  long  in  the  land  " — were  both  Devonshire  men ;  the  records, 
however,  declare  that  Young  belonged  to  Chichester.  Prowse  was 
undoubtedly  from  Devonshire,  and  probably  connected  with  the  New- 
foundland trade.  Like  Whitbourne,  their  valour  was  their  own  reward. 
The  action  in  the  fireships  was  a  most  gallant  exploit,  and  ha<l  the  moat 
decisive  results.     These  daring  old  merchant  captains  received  no  honour 
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Bave  the  imperishable  glory  of  being  recorded  in  history  as  the  saviours 
of  England. 

The  defeat  of  the  Armada  left  England  supreme  mistress  of  the  seas  ^ ; 
the  terrible  nightmare  of  Spanish  conquest  had  no  longer  any  terror  for 
the  bold  islanders  ;  they  mocked  at  all  Fhilip'-s  later  attempts  to  subdue 
them.  Tbe  benefits  of  Elizabeth's  bold  policy  to  trade  were  simply  in- 
calculable. Besides  the  exclusive  control  of  the  transatlantic  cod-fishery, 
England  now  traded  everywhere,  and  mightily  increased  in  wealth, 
material  prosperity,  and  territory. 

Nearly  all  the  great  British  possessions  were  gained  without  the  aid 
of  Government.  India  was  won  and  held  for  a  lung  time  by  a  trading 
company,  so  were  America  and  Australia,  and  by  the  same  means  in  our 
days  England  will  gain  a  great  empire  in  Africa;  such  efforts  suit 
the  particular  genius  of  Englishmen. 

The  landing  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  their  dangers  and  privations,  on 
the  wild  New  England  shore,  has  been  an  inexhaustible  theme  for  the 
poets  and  historians  of  tbe  United  States;  but  tlie  earlier  conquest 
of  Noi-th  America,  the  more  wonderful  exploits  of  the  daring  West 
Country  fishermen,  who  alone  and  unaided  maintained  the  English 
sovereignty  in  Newfoundland  and  North  America  against  all  comers,  a 
century  before  the  Mayflower,  are  still  unhonoured  and  unsung,  and 
really  unknown. 

In  the  whole  eventful  history  of  English  adventure  there  are  no 
events  more  remarkable  than  the  doughty  deeds  of  these  Devon  men, 
who  for  a  hundred  (oid  fifty  years  kept  this  colony  for  England  and 
ruled  over  the  thousands  of  foreign  fishermen  who  resorted  to  the  island. 
The  consequences  of  this  early  dominion  were  widespread.  It  lias 
coloured  the  whole  of  our  history. 

Having  won  the  country,  the  Western  adventurers  believed  they  hud 
a  right  to  keepit  as  a  perpetual  possession  for  fishing,  and  nothing  more  ; 
for  this  reason,  after  the  death  of  Elizabeth,  they  biinded  together  to 
resist  settlement.  Had  France  or  any  foreign  power  over-mastered 
the  Devonshire  men  and  gained  Newfoundland,  how  would  New 
England  and  Virginia  have  fared  ?  If  once  France  had  possessed  the 
island  with  her  twenty  thousand  hardy  fishermen  she  would  have  held 
the  key  of  North  America,  and  with  her  sea  and  land  forces  the 
colonies  would  have  ceased  to  exist  as  independent  communities. 
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APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  IV. 


I.  ChftTter  Party  and  Sale  of 

Kewfonndlaud  FiBh. 

26  Sept.  19S0. 

"  It  is  agreed  thii  day  betwixt  Wra. 
MnaKie  and  Tbomis  Tetlow,  merchantg  of 
citj  of  Chester,  of  theonepMt,  and  Wm.  Dale, 
mauler  of  f  e  good  ship  called  yt  Wiltiam  of 
London,  of  the  other  part,  and  doth  hsrgain 
and  sull  34,000  Newland  flah,  merchaotablu  at 
1(U.  the  too,  current  mnnej  in  En|[liiii<l,  b1m> 
foure  tonnes  traine  at  £12  per  toune.  In 
eoDsideratioD  the  laid  fish  and  traine  to  pav 
£130  at  once,  and  rest  at  LadjdBy  in  l^nt 
next  ensuing.  ProTided  always  tl^al  the  naid 
shippe  shall  goe  for  Eochelle  and  Bordeaux 
nt  3S«,  per  ton,  or  for  Bordeaux  at  42«,  per 
ton,  and  to  slay  in  one  or  both  places  SO  dnys 
at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  said  merciianls  or 
their  factors,  and  for  the  freight  to  be  paid 
after  the  safe  arrival  and  Full  discharge  in 
Chester  water,  the  one  half  within  three  days, 
and  rbo  rest  within  20  days  after,  and  be  the 
lull  payment  with  the  safe  arrival  of  ye  said 
ahip,  the  residue  of  the  fish  money  ivithin  20 
days  after  the  payment  of  the  whole  freight." 


II.  Licence  to  Export  Kewfonndland 
Fish. 
"  Whereas  HerMajestie  is  pleased  at  the 
hamble  suit  of  Nicholas  Bowgan,  that  he  be 
licensed  to  transport  out  of  the  tteslme  three 
soiire  thousand  of  Newland  fishe,  whereof 
there  is  at  this  present  good  quantitte  in  the 
most  partes.  This  is  straitly  to  will  and 
chttrge  you  to  suffer  him  to  bay  and  transport 
from  thenn  the  said  quanlitie  of  flsh,  to  carry 
the  same  to  what  countrey  or  place  he  shall 
think  best  for  his  best  market,  and  therefore 
you  shall  not  nede  to  take  auy  bondes  of  him 
lu  that  behalf,  permitting  bim  also  to  trans- 
port the  same  in  a  French  bottome  or  any 
Other  straunge  bottome  whatsoever ;  not  in- 
creasing any  custome  unto  him  in  that  behalf. 
And  this  I  charge  yon  to  se  accompliehed 
towards  him  with  all  favourable  and  good 
despatch,  for  so  is  Her  Majesties  pleasure ; 
he  piueing  such  custome  only  as  others 
Bee  Majesties  subjects  are  wont  to  doe. 
This  17  Sepr.  1599. 

"  Lord  Treasurer,  F.  BccKUimsT. 

"  To  all  justices  of  the  peace,  maiora, 
baillifes,  and  other  bed  officere.  As  likewise 
to  all  customers,  controllers,  governors,  and 
surveyors  of  portes  in  the  counties  aud  portes 
of  Dovon  and  Cocnwnll." 


III.  InBorance  Policy  on 
Newfoondluid  Fish  in  1604. 

Ah  AsBURjktiCK. 

"  Iq  the  name  of  God  Amen.  Be  it  known 
onto  all  tneo  by  theis  preeentei  that  A.  J.  of 
London  Merchaunle  and  Company  doe  make 
afsuranoe  and  cause  themselves  aiid  euery  of 
them  to  be  assured  Losteornot  Loste,  knownc 
or  not  knowne,  fh>m  the  newe  founde  Land 
to  Toulone  and  Marcellete  nppoo  fishe  already 
Laden  or  to  be  I^den  in  the  good  shippe 
called  the  Hopeirell  of  London  of  the  burtheo 
of  ISO  tonne*  or  thereabontes  whereof  is 
Master  under  God  in  this  ptweote  voyage 
B.  O.  or  whosoeuer  eh  shall  goe  for  Master 
in  the  Mid  shippe  or  by  whatsoeuer  other 
name  or  names  the  same  shippe  or  the  Mr 
thereof  is  or  shalbe  named  or  called,  Begin- 
ninge  the  adventure  from  the  day  and  howec 
of  the  lading  of  the  said  Fishe  aboorde  the 
said  shippe  in  the  newe  found  land  aforesaid 
and  so  shall  continewe  and  endure  until! 
■uche  time  as  the  same  shippe  with  the  same 
Oshe  shalbe  ariued  at  Toulone  and  Marcelleze 
and  the  same  their  discbardged  and  laid  on 
Land  in  good  safetye.  Touching  the  adven- 
tures and  perilles  which  we«  the  assurers 
hereafter  named  arc  contented  to  beare  ai^ 
doe  faithfully  promise,  by  theii  preaeutes,  to 
take  uppon  us  in  this  presente  voyage,  are  of 
the  Seas  men  of  warre,  Fier.  Enemies,  Firalefl, 
Kobers,  Theeves,  Jettesons,  Letters  of  Mark 
and  counter  Mark,  fnrreslcs,  Keslraintes,  and 
detaynement*  of  kinges  and  princes  and  of 
all  other  persons,  barratrye  of  the  Master  and 
Marriuers  of  all  other  perilles.  Losses  and 
misfortunes  whatsoeuer  they  be,  or  howsoeuer 
the  same  tX  any  time  before  the  date  hereof 
haue  chiuinced  or  hereafter  shall  happen  or 
come  to  the  hurte  detriment  or  damage  of  the 
■aid  Fishe  or  of  any  parte  or  pareell  thereof. 
Although  newes  of  any  Losse  hath  alreaiUs 
come  or  by  the  computaciou  of  one  League 
or  three  Koglii^be  Miles  to  one  bow£r  might 
haue  come  to  London  before  the  subscribmg 
hereof,  any  order,  Custome,  or  usage  hertio- 
fore  had  or  made  in  Lumbard  aireete  or  nowe 
within  the  Koyall  Exchange  in  liondon  to 
the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 
And  that  in  case  of  any  misroTtunes.  it  shall 
and  may  be  LaufuU  to  the  assured,  their 
factors,  servauntes  or  assignes  or  to  any  of 
them  to  serve.  Labor,  and  travell  for,  in  and 
aliuuie  the  defence,  safeguard,  and  recoucry 
of  the  said  fishe  or  of  any  parte  or  pareell 
thereof  without  auy  prejudice  to  this  aasurance. 
To  the  charges  whereof,  wee  the  assurers  shall 
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conlribate  enhe  one.aceordfng  to  the  iste  nuA 
(juantiiie  of  bii  Mine  heiviii  SMnred.    Yl  is 

to  he  DQdentood  that  this  presente  wiitinfr 
iTii  sasurance  bein^  made  and  rcgistrrd 
Bccordbi^  to  the  Queeaes  Maje!«';'a  order 
ind  appointment,  shaibe  o{  Biniuch  fforce, 
rtreingth,  and  elTccte  u  the  bent  atid  moste 
Kurcat  pollecj  or  writing  of  tuGuraticb  vhich 
hath  be«ne  eiier  hertofore  uncd  to  he  matle, 
La)ite  or  not  LoBle,  Knowne  or  not  knowne  in 
the  fores&id  streete  or  lioyall  Exchange  in 
London.  And  bo  we  the  assareni  are  conteoted 
and  doe  promiBe  and  binde  ourselves  and 
enerj:  of  on,  our  hcires,  eiecutora  and  goudee 
bj  theifl  pre«entos  to  the  asaarede,  their 
Executora,  Admialilralora  aod  assigncB  for 
the  trae  performance  of  Ibe  piemUses,  Sub- 
mitting ourselFes,  as  well  the  sssurede  bb  the 
SBSurera  to  the  order,  dclemiinBoion  and 
judgmeat  of  ftnche  Merchants  as  none  be,  or 
heareaftcr  xhalbe  fwame  and  nuctborised  bj 
the  Ld  Maicr  of  ibiB  Ciltie  of  London  for  the 
time  being  for  the  deciding  and  ending  of 
causes  of  assurances,  confeBHiug  otir  selves 
fully  satisfied.  conlenttHl  and  paid  of  and  for 
the  cooaideracion  dene  to  us  for  this  nssurance 
by  theia  presentps  at  the  handps  of  A.  J.  after 
the  rate  of  Scaven  per  Cectn,  And  in  testi- 
mony of  the  truth,  wee  the  assurerB  baue 
hereonto  severally  subscribed  our  names  and 
somes  of  money  fissured  yeoven  in  the  office 
of  astuEnnce  within  the  Itoiall  Exchange  in 
London.    S.  O.  1604. 

"  K.  C.  F.  R." 
(From  n  Petjcorlh  MS.  bu  permiaaion  oj  the 
Bight  Hon.  Lord  Lee<mfield.') 

The  above  is  the  oldest  known  record  of 
Eogluh  marine  insiirincei  the  earliest  men- 
tioned bf  Mr.  Martin  is  in  1613.  The  Act  re- 
ftrrcd  to  Wis  passed  in  IGOl  to  create  a  court 
to  settle  anderwriters'  disputes  aad  regulate 
;ing,  which  the  Act  recites  had  been 


"  tyme  out   of  mynde  an   osuage  amnngste 
"  merchants    of   this    realms    and    forraioe 

The  rates  varied.  About  l56aSirThomas 
Gresbam  paid  five  per  cent,  for  a  cargo  of 
warlike  material  from  Hamburgli  to  Ijondou, 
iasuring  to  half  the  vatue.  The  above  insur- 
ance was  at  seven  per  cent.,  but  the  following 
entry  shows  that  the  rate  fell  as  low  as  four 
per  cent,  under  the  firm  foreign  policy  of 
Cromwell ; — 

Bartholine  Liine  16  Oct.   1654  Tho. 

fioNewfound-      Griffith         from 

land.  Newfoundland  to 

Naples    ID     the 

Naplei  Merchant 

c"  at  4  per  c'.       -  4  -00-00 

(Itawlinson  MS.,  Bodleian  Lib.) 


Whilst  the  owners  of  sack  ships  from 
London  and  the  larger  ports  used  the  above 
comparatively  modem  method  of  paying 
premiums  againxt  loss,  it  seems  likely  that  the 
much  more  primitive  form  of  Bottomry  was 
employed  by  the  West  CountiymeQ  in  the 
fishing  trade.  This  system  is  thsu^ht  to  have 
been  in  nse  amongst  the  Phtenicians,  and 
is  referred  to  in  fie  Hanseatiu  articles  at 
Wisby  about  1300,  and  was  highly  developed 
at  Bruges  in  the  XIV.  century.  lustead  of 
paying  a  premium,  the  ship  owner  reieiied  a, 
sum  of  money  by  way  of  mortgage  upon  the 
hull  or  bottom  at  the  ship ;  if  she  was  lost  the 
mortgagor  forfeited  all  his  advance,  hut  when 
she  returned  safely  he  received  back  his 
capital  with  an  additional  bonus.  Boltomiy 
is  frequently  mentioned  io  connection  with 
our  trade  during  the  XVIL  century.  In- 
surance frauds  were  yery  common  even  in 
the  fouH«entli  century.  (For  fuller  informa- 
tion, see  Mr.  F.  MABTia'e  History  of 
Uoyd-s.) 
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CHAPTER  V. 

SEIGN    OF   JAMES  I. 


1S03. — MartiD  Fring's  rojage  to  New  England  from  Briito). 
]li04. — Inturance  on  a  freight  of  NevfbiuidLind  Gsh  at  lereo  p«r  ct 


1608. — Foundation  of  Guy'*  Companf. 

1609. — Sir  George  Somers  and  other*  wrecked  nl  Bemrada. 

0. — Charter  to  Lord  Bacon  and  others ;  iiiBinictiona  lo  Guj  j  am'val  of  Ony  at  Cupids 
niih  colonislx,  &c. ;  built  "  Sea  Foreet "  house.  Baudoin  rcporti  a  man  beiiij; 
born  at  Harbour  Grace  this  year  who  was  alive  about  1697.  The  NewfouDdland, 
catch  al  Ibis  period  valued  by  Mr.  W.  Monson  at  £100,000. 

1. — Guy  writes  to  Slaney  in  May  from  Cuper's  Cove;  prodaimeil  Iaw«;  returns  to 

Kugland. 

tl2. — Peter  Eaiton,  pirate,  in  Ifenfoandland.  Guy  returns  lo  Newfoundland  with  the 
Rev.  Erasmns  Rlourton;  writes  to  EnglaDd  in  July ;  attempts  to  trade  with  the 
Ueothics.  Don  Pedro  de  Cuuega  advising  King  of  Spain  to  dettroy  English 
colonies  in  America. 


S14. — Captain  John  Smllh's  voyage  to  New  England,  Whitboume  neels  the  privateer 
.Sir  Henri/  Mainwnring  with  five  ships  in  St.  John's.  Complaint  of  French 
Ambassador  to  James  1.  aboul  injuries  done  to  Frenchmen  in  Canada,  &c. 


K16. — Sir  William  Vaughau  purchases  part  of  Guy's  Grant.  I>etter  from  Dermer,  <la(ed 
Cuper's  Cove.  9lh  September.  Damage  to  fishermen  in  Newfoundland  by 
Flemish  and  English  pirates  to  the  extent  of  £1,700. 

!  Colony  at  Trepaasey.    Letter  ftom  Maaon  to 

— Whitbourne  sent  out  to  Vaughan'a  Colony  at  Trepsssey.  Colony  of  Bristol's  Hope 
founded  at  Harbour  Grace.  Death  of  Raleigh.  Plunder  of  Whitboume's  ahips 
by  Baleigb's  captains  on  return  voyage.  Petition  of  the  Weitem  Port*  against 
the  Plarilers,  &e.  Squantum  tak^n  to  Cupid's  where  he  meets  Dermet. 
Ordiuance  for  Jersey  rectilyiug  the  abuse  of  taking  powder  for  ships  sailing  to 
Newfoundtaud  to  re-sell  there. 

1619.— Great  fire  in  Conception  Bay  j  5,000  acres  burnt  malidounly  by  the  fishermen. 
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1620. — Greit  diitarbaDces  in  St.  John'i,  Petty  Btirtiour,  between  Engliab  and  PoilufnieBe. 
Commiuion  to  Mimd  U>  take  up  ahips  to  Fupprcfii  piracy.  Landing  of  Pilgrim 
Fathers.     l^blicatiOD  of  Mason's  biiok  on  Kewfoundiand. 

1621. — Cotonj  founded  by  Baltimore;  twelve  men  came  out  with  Capla'n  Wynne,  GoTemor. 
8aw  mill  and  ^isc  mill  at  Clarke's  Iteacb  dnmuged  by  fisbtrmen.  Mason  tvBves 
NewrouodliLiid.  Jncnbsen'e  map  of  Nenfiiundland.  Act  for  freer  fiiihing  in 
Newfoundland  and  Virginia  thrown  oat. 

1628. — Wynne's  and  I'ovsU'g  letters  of  E8th  July  to   Baltimore;  furlber  lelters  from 

Wynne  Had  "  W.  H."  to  Baltimore  in  August.  Great  (orrst  fire  avat  Fenyland 
Doiiced  by  "  W.  U.,"  who  made  a  Kporiing  excur8;on  inland  Publiculiim  of 
Whiibouriie's  book  on  Newfoundland.  Sir  William  Alexander's  Nuva  Suotia 
colonists  winter  io  NeivfoundJand. 

162S. — Fint  account  oF  cargo  of  fish  neat  from  Newfoundland  to  Virginia.  Baltimore's 
charter.  Lord  Falkland's  advertise  aenl  gives  400  French,  Biscayaos,  and 
I'orlugueFe,  and  2:iO  Enitliah  in  Newfoundland ;  English  calch  valued  at 
£ISO,<HK>;  finhsrlliug  at  £4  per  t.OJI),  ant  oil  at  £13  per  tun;  salt  costing  SU(J. 
per  biuhcl.    Two  meii-ot-war  C(>Qvoy  ibe  English  fleet. 


The  early  part  of  this  reign  marks  tlie  commencement  of  the 
coloniaatioQ  period  in  English  historj'.  All  the  grand  schemes, 
alike  of  ignorant  enthusiasm,  of  noble  aims,  and  of  statesmanlike 
projects,  in  Elizabeth's  nsign  had  come 
to  nought ;  neither  England,  nor 
France,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Stuart 
period,  possessed  a  single  settlement 
on  the  American  continent  The 
Calendar  of  Stite  Papers  at  the 
beginning  of  this  century  is  full  of 
applications  from  all  sorts  and  con- 
ditions of  adventurers,  claiming  to 
be  the  fortunate  discoverers  of  new 
islands  and  territories,  teeming  with 
gold  and  valuable  commodities;  the 
craze  of  the  seventeenth  century  was 
colonisation.  The  pi^es  of  tiie  Records 
read  more  like  some  fantastic  mediieval 
romance  than  the  dull  folios  of  official  jamks  i 

papers.       From    this    period    dates    the  From  an  engraving  <^fUlrra,^^kl. 

foundation   of    our    great    American 

colonies;  the  creation  ol' French  dominion  in  America;  the  formation  of 
New  Frnnce  and  Acadie.  In  1607  the  London  Compjiny  made  the 
first  settlement,  in  Virginia,  at  James  Town.  New  Eng'and,  first 
known  as  Northern  S^ii-ginia,  was  brought  into  notice  by  the  successful 
voyages  of  Gosnold,  Biereton,  tind  Archer,   1602 ;  followed   by  Martin 
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Pring,  1603;  Weymoath,  1005 ;  PophHm  and  Raleigh  Gilbert's  settlement 
afc  the  mouth  of  the  Kennebec,  1607  ;  and  the  celebrated  Captain  John 
Smith's  adventure  in  1614. 

The  result  of  all  these  voyages  was  the  establishment  of  a  large 
English  trade  and  fishery  on  the  New  England  coast,  carried  on  by 
London  and  Devonshire  adven- 
turers in  the  same  manner,  but 
on  a  much  smaller  scale  than  the 
Newfoundland  trade  and  fishery, 
which  was  then  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  English,  and  em- 
ployed two  hundred  and  fifty 
ships  and  over  ten  thousand  men. 
It  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  was 
the  great  success  of  the  English 
in  Newfoundland  that  tended  to 
encourage  fresh  enter|)ri!^e  in  the 
same  direction  on  the  North 
American  continent.^ 

These     English     plantation.s 

were   watched  with  jealous  eye 

by   the   Spaniards,      Foreigners, 

cAPTAiK  sBiTD.  ^^^  especlally  Frenchmen,  always 

From  hi,  Hilton/ of  nrffini^., 610.  cndeavour  to  gain  an  advantage 

over  England  when  the  country 

is  under  a  weak  sovereign  and  a  vacillating  ministry.     It  was  to  please 

the  king  of  Spain  that  Raleigh  was  executed,  and  the  plan  of  his  last 

expedition  betrayed.     Though  humiliated  and  beaten,  Spain  still  with 

proud  persistence  claimed  all  that  had  been  given  to  her  by  the  Bull  of 

'  New  Enfflandtra  'honed  great  jealoiiBj  and   the   most   jealous    of    Vewfoimiland's 

of  Newfoundland.      GosnoJd   aava  of    Cape  BucceBs,  in  tLe  ([reat  ecceolric  Captain  John 

Cod,  which  he  first  naiiied,  "  iSorely  I  am  Sniitli ;  he  writi^K. — "If  Kewfoundhuid  doth 

persuaded    that  in   the    luonthg  of    March,  yearly  freight  near  800  Mtil  of  nhipa,  with  a 

Aprii,    and  Maj,   there  is   upon   ttie    eoaxt  silly,  lean,   skinny  puor-john  and  coor  fish, 

belter  fishinfr,  and  in  ae  fjreat  plenty,  as  in  and    ihose  who    adveDtiirc    there    can     piin 

KewfouDdUnd."    .     .     .    Brereton   predicts,  llii.'  Ihej    draw   meat,    drink,    aud   clothes, 

'■  For   as   much   as   merchanlf    are   diligent  and   all   their  necessary    pi:ar    and    outfits, 

inquifiton"  after  painK,    they  will    goon    re-  from   second,  third,   fnurlh,  or    fifth  hand, 

move  their  Imde  from  Newfoundland  to  New  and  from  so  many   parts   of  the  world,  er« 

England."  Ibey   come    together    to    be    used     in    the 

In   1605  James  Hosier  writes   of    Way.  TOjage,  and  if  Hollande,  Ponugall,  S|iainard, 

mouth's  advenmre,  "  Would  warraut  (by  lbs  French,  or  other,  do  much  belter  than  tbey, 

help  of  God)  ia  a  short  royatrt,  with  n  few  vhv    doubt    of    success    in    going    to    Sew 

good   fiehers,    (o   make    a    more    profitable  England,  whtre  llierc  is  victual  to  feeil  ns, 

return    from    hence    [New   Koglaud]     than  wood   of  all  sorts  to  build  boats,  ships,  or 

from  Newfoundland,  the  fish  bemg  so  much  barques,    the    fish   at   our   doors,    pilch,  tar, 

greater,    better    fed,    and    abucdance    with  mast  s,  and  yards."    All  these  fine  arguments 

train  [large  livers  for  more  oil]."  did  not  stop' the  Newfoundland  ti»de. 

The  most  spiteful  of  all  our  detractors. 
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Donation ;  Bermuda,^  Virginia,  and  Newfoundland  she  maintained  rightly 
belonged  to  her.  In  1612  we  find  Doa  Pedro  de  Cuiiega  tulvising  the 
King  of  Spain  : — 

"  It  'vrill  now  bn  an  easy  matter  to  remove  these  people  from  Virginia  [he  was 
well  aware  of  the  weak  state  of  the  Nevr  Colony],  and  now  will  b«  to  the  purpose 
to  pauish  them,  for  they  boldly  attempt  farther  plantfttionB,  having  alread;  begun 
Another  in  Terra  Nova." 

"  [March  10,  same  year.]  Farther  complaints  from  Spain  about  Virginia. 
The  arabasBBdor  says  may  prove  of  eo  much  inconvenience  to  the  King  of  Spain."  * 

"  1613,  Fnrther  hot  difpnte  with  Spain  aboat  England's  rights  to  Bermnda  and 
Virginia," 

The     landing     of     the 

Pilgrim    Fathers    in    New 

England  in  1620  has  been 

so  idealised,  so  woven  round 

with  poetry  and  fancy,  that 

it  almost  savours  of  sacii- 

lege  to  dwell  upon  its  plain 

prosaic    aspect,     a    fishing 

adventure  combined  with  a 

colonisation  scheme. 

The  Puritan  element  is 

to-day  the  backbone  of 
much  that  works  for  good 
in  America,  both  politi- 
cally and  morally.  New 
England   was  colonised  by 

a    pure,    unmixed   race   of  Fro«s«m:Firlinu...6^ 

Englishmen,    mostly    from 

East  Anglia ;  the  same  stock  that  carried  out  tlie  great  English 
revolution,  ruled  the  new  Colony.  These  sober,  self-reliant,  deeply 
religious  settlers  were  led  and  ruled  by  the  same  class  that  charged  at 
Uarston  Moor,  and  gave  England  freedom. 

To  the  Puritan  party  is  mainly  due  modem  English  Parliamentary 
Government.     In  the  new  world  they  achieved  almost  a  greater  result ; 

<  Td   IS09,  July  2Stb,  Ifae  Sta   Venture,  ginia  and  its  dependency  Bermuda  wu  to 

wiib  Sir  Geo.  Somers,  Sir  Hiomaa  Gates,  nnd  reach    Newfonndl»nd.    These    Islaadu   were 

Captain  Nevport  on  thnr  way  to  Virginia,  originally  diiwuvered  by  Bermudez,  a  Spanish 

waa  wrecked  on  the  Btrmadiu.     They  lonk  CHptaio,    in    hia    ressel   La   Garza — "  The 

poMeasinn   of  the  Islandn   for   the    Englinh  heron."     The  SpBDiarde  '■nlltrd   the   Telandb 


Cn>*n.    They  were  divided  and  settled  in  an  "La  Gana,"  the  English  • 

orderly  manner,  and  have  a    continued   and  Somers  IslandK  "  uftor  the  gallant  Sir  George, 

very    interesting     histnry     from    that    date.  but  finullv  (he  old  euphonious  Spaaiah  name 

Their  early  annalH  do  not  concern  our  history  of  Utrmuda  became  the  permanent  designation 

■are  that  the  object  nnd  destination  of  etery  o[  these  beautiful  islands. 

runaway  from  the  Plantations  both  in  Vir-  '  Btcordt. 
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as  clear- headed,  practical  Englishmen,  they  inherited  the  nationiil  genius 
for  government.  They  laid  the  keel  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  in  the  compact,  written  in  a  crabbed  hand  aboard  the  May- 
Jl-nver,  with  a  boldnesu  and  cunning  worthy  ot  the  progenitors  of  the 
Yankees ;  they  maintained  an  absolutely  free  Bepublican  Government 
againnt  all  the  English  sovereigns,  and  developed  a  great  English 
colonisation,  which  has  outstripped  eveiy  other  attempt  of  the  kiud, 
ancient  or  modern. 

The  American  historian,  especially  a  New  England  writer,  dwells  on 
this  marvellous  story  with  pardonable  pride ;  he  expatiates  on  the 
spiritual  and  moral  Eispect  of  the  Pilgrims  and  their  genius  for  govern- 
ment, but,  like  his  English  prototype,  he  ignore!^  altt^ether  the  plain, 
simple  fact  proved  by  the  clearest  evidence,  that  his  ancestors,  mostly 
humble,  God  fearing  people,  came  to  NiiW  England  to  earn  their  living  by 
fishing ;  and  whilst  their  great  political  success  was  chiefly  due  to  the 
circumstance  that  the  best  settlers,  gentlemen  like  Winthrop,  governed, 
their  unexampled  material  prosperity  was  laid  in  the  fisheiy.  Great 
commercial  nations  have  everywhere,  in  the  history  of  tiie  world,  risea 
from  the  same  humble  foundation,  witness  Carthage,  Venice,  Holland. 
England ;  and  clearly  and  directly  New  England's  commerce,  and  her 
great  maritime  prosperity,  which,  at  one  time,  bid  fair  to  outstrip 
England,  was  primarily  due  to  her  fishing  and  wiialiug.^ 

The  history  of  these  great  North-Eastem  States  is  closely  inter- 
woven with  our  own ;  tlie  early  intercourse  between  the  two  depen- 
dencies   had    immense    influence   on   Newfoundland,   and,    to    clearly 

'  In  nidition  to  the  entries  in  ibe  Kecords  (o  kcc 

much   infonoalioD  on  Mr   subject  is  to  b«  trill  t 

derived   from  a  Diiiiib«r  of  vorks  on  N  w  w'  h   b  '   owne  rod." 
EnBbrad.butebieflytromtheadmi™ble     |   H  „   ^e  next  cbaplert.  he  refers  to  their 

of  Lorenjro  Sabine.    Beside*  the  evidence  ri    n  ^   condition    (1624),    "Since    Ih. 

in  Winiitows  uamlive   about  the  mle       w  h.        m  He   n     uli    wm-to 


with  KinR  Jsroes  1.  we  have  the   fac 


'hereby    they 
all   the   fixh   they  take,   they  have 


Kew  England  before  1620  was  chiefly  b        n        „  „h  ed  this  yeere   a   «hip   of    i^v  «,-». 
M  a  (rood  fishing  counlry.     In  Rotismp       ^h    re      d»i  show  their  eojourn  at  Cape  Cod. 


presented  to  Henry  VIU.,  154S  (p.  31 


onl   Hope,"  <)t    Goanold, 


ConiBld.   .dU  Snnlli.    hnlonm   rtto  pnn-  „„,  „„  di,po«.5  lo  »tal  Cold  Uapboor, 

t,p.ll,   ,.    Ih,.   ."d«.ny.      » «o».  <•».   ot  t„„„  i,  „„,ij  „„,  rfvinlw  tor  ,mi 

h.  ob..t  ..pponon  ot  the  Mjnm.,  jtviKd  j  ^  ,,^         ^       ,     ,   ^  ^       ^  U 

tam  1.   ..tll.   ,..,  Cjpo  M   to,   t.1,.,,  ^  „  ji  »„„  ,„„,  jp,„ioy,  /h.rbou, 

Thoij  on..,  l»,k  Ih.  S,«J»o/l  w..  bought  Jjj^j  ,„  ,,  •„„  „',,,„i„  ,ho  hri  boon 

tor  that  vurpoK.                                 ......  on  the  coast.    In  1625  the  Colony  deapatebed 

Captain  John   Sm.tb   "il':-"*'   la«t,  ,,„    „,„,,   ,m   j.j    ,,4   ,,„'      JJ  ,„ 

upon     theae     indocenienia     [b.hin,)    .ome  „p„^  ^    j^^i,^     ,„,„  „j  „,,  j     ,^j 

jell    di.po,«l   B™n,.la    [a    name    (or   Ih.  ei»t     In  1M8  they  .ere  ,.11108  •■™anJ 

PilKTim.]    a.   th.y  are  teamted    w.th    mm,  „,„  „  g^  „„„j  ^',  j,„  ,„,,»  ^     „,, 

|i.ntl.in.n   and   m.r.b.no    of   Lnyd.n    and  ,,,      „^  .hlpplnB  «,h  to  Malaga,  and  in 

Amtlmlan,,    to    ..,.    ejarg,,     .oold    Iry  ,„'j  ,j,,,  ,|„7„"„,  ^y,,^  nJ.^lMla  ,„ 

tbeit  o.n  eoneln.ion.,  Ibo'   a-itb   great  lo..  f|,h  .nd  l,«l,. 
and  much  misene,  till  lime  bad  lauglit  them 
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undei-stand  our  history,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  comprehend 
theirs.  The  New  Englauder  of  tn-day  is  the  Htrongest  advocate  of 
temperance  and  abolition ;  bis  Puritan  ancestors  were  just  as  loud  iu 
their  claim  to  export  free  rum  to  Newfoundland,  to  send  their  refuse  fish 
to  the  West  Indian  negroes,  to  smuggle,  and  defy  the  British  navigation 
laws,  to  trade  with  this  ancient  colony,  notwitlistanding  all  restrictions, 
and  to  steal  the  Devonshire  men's  servants.  This  last  point  will  probably 
be  denied  by  American  historians,  but  the  fact  is  too  clearly  proved  by 
official  documents,  of  which  space  only  allows  me  to  qaote  a  few. 

The  second  period  of  our  colonial  annals  commences  with  the  reign 
of  James  I.  of  England  and  YI.  of  Scotland.  In  studying  this  period  of 
English  history,  all  feel  more  or  less  the  glamour  of  the  Stuarts ;  the 
beautiful  Queen  of  Scots  has  to  this  day  votaries  from  all  lands,  and 
ardent  and  enthusiastic  souls  ore  still  the  champions  and  defenders  of 
King  Charles  the  Martyr.  The  subtle,  all-pervading  influences  pf  art 
and  poetry  have  shed  such  a  halo  of  glory  around  these  unfortunate 
sovereigns,  that  neither  the  hard  logic  of  facts,  nor  time,  nor  reason, 
have  been  able  to  deaden  or  destroy  the  almost  universal  sympathy  for 
this  picturesque  dynasty.  Even  for  the  slobbering,  shuffling,  uncouth 
pedant,  with  his  numele^s  vices,  the  first  English  Stuart,  "  the  most 
sagacious,  high,  and  mighty  Prince  James,"  there  is  still  some  sj-mpatby. 
In  his  policy  to  Newfoundland  he  appears,  at  first  si^ht,  in  a  favourable 
light;  he  was  guided,  in  the  early  years  of  his  reign,  by  Elizabeth's 
minister,  Cecil,  Lord  Salisbury,  and  his  colonial  pohcy  was  the  liberal 
and  enlightened  policy  of  bis  great  predeceasor;  his  advances  to  Guy's 
associates  were  liberal,  and  in  marked  contrast  to  his  tyrannical  and 
treacherous  dealings  with  the  Virginia  Company.  James,  the  pupil  of 
the  great  scholar,  George  Buchanan,  had  undoubtedly  a  love  of  learning ; 
his  life-long  friendship  and  strong  attachment  to  his  great  chancellor, 
Bacou,*  is  one  of  ihe  redeeming  features  of  his  reign.  The  illustrious 
English  philosopher  is  known  to  us  by  his  glorious  works,  to  his 
contemporaries  bis  eliief  characteristic  was  eloquence  ;  this  is  the  theme 
of  "  rare  Ben  Jonson's  "  discourse  on  him.     How  cuuld  a  vain  pedant 

'  LordChai>cel1orialherei^DatJBine!>I.,  which    he  lived:— "L*t   there   be   freedom 

the    tulher    of   English    philiwophy,    nhora  from   customg     till    the     plnntaliou    be    of 

repulBtion  ii  world  wide,  took  ■  deep  interetit  Bireugth,  and  not  only  freednm  froiu  curtoin, 

in    coloniBatioB     ecbemeg;     he     wrote    hia  but  freedom  to  entry  iheir  commodities  where 

cclebratpd  Essay  on  Plantations  ti>  further  the  they  may   make   the   best  of   Ihem,  except 

settlemcDtB  in   Americai  he  showed  special  there  be   some   specini   cause   of   caution." 

interest   in  Gdj'b  PlantatioD  by  becoming  a  Bacon,    like    Kalei)(!i,    preached    even  then 

shareholder  and  subscriber  to  the  compaoj-  the  doctrine  of  free  trade.    Bacon   Biroogly 

Od  no  subject  does  the  genius  of  Bacon  show  adiocated    settlement    in    the    Colony,   and 

to  greater  advantage  than  in  his  Essay  on  described    in   his   elegant  and  gtowii^  luQ- 

Plantations ;  one  passage  blone  proves  how  guajre  the  inestimable  value  of  our  fisheries 

far  be  was  ahead  of  the  age  of  moDopoliei  in  to  England. 
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like  James  resist  the  adroit  flattery,  the  eloquent  adulation,  of 
surh  a  subject  as  Bacon  ?  It  was  entirely  due  to  the  great  chancellor's 
influence  that  the  king  granted  the  advances  and  ipsued  the  charter 
t<)  Bacon  and  his  associates  in  Guy's  Newfoundland  Colonisation 
Company. 

We  shall  find  that  all  the , 
other  patents  granted  during 
this  reign  for  the  settlement  of 
colonies  were  given  to  the  Court 
party,  personal  friends  of  the 
monarch.  Both  Sir  William 
Vanyhan  and  his  brother,  Lonl 
Carbeiry,  were  great  allies  and 
supporters  of  the  king's  political 
viewa  The  first  Lord  Falkland 
was  his  deputy  in  Ireland,  an 
honourable  and  enlightened  man. 
and,  strange  to  relate,  a  frien<l 
o£  James'.  Eternal  disgrace 
rests  upon  our  colonisers.  Bacon 
and  Baltimore.  Bacon — "  the 
greatest,  wisest,  meanest  of  man- 
»"^"^-  kind,"  the  last  English  statesman 

yrDM  nn  old  portrait.  ,  1  j    i  „       j. 

to  use  the  rack  and  to  pervert 
justice,  —  to  please  his  master 
used  all  his  great  influence  and  genius  against  English  liberty  and 
parliamentary  government,  to  further  the  divine  right  and  absolute 
authority  of  the  king.  Baltimi  re — in  private  life  an  amiable,  enlightened 
m«n,  a  sincere  and  honest  Cntholic — earned  his  sovereign's  gratitude  in 
the  Spanish  marriage  question,  and  as  a  parliamentary  tool  to  bribe, 
bully,  and  argue  in  the  House  against  the  great  Coke  and  the  noble 
band  of  patriots  who  strove  to  give  England  a  free  Parliament. 

Soon  after  the  accession  of  James  the  early  chaotic  period  of  our 
history  comes  to  an  end-  England  began  at  last  to  give  more  attention 
to  her  ancient  Colony.  A  rude  attempt  was  made  lo  govern  nnd  settle 
the  island  by  means  of  a  Royal  chartered  company,  like  the  East 
African  schemes  ot  our  own  day.  This  wns  part  of  the  policy  of 
Elizabeth;  Bacon,  Pec-khnm,  Guy,  Falkland,  nnd  Baltimore  were  all 
fcimply  adopting  the  projects  of  Raleigh  and  Gilbert.  I  have  called  this 
period,  ICIO  to  1711,  the  fishing  admiral  period,  simply  because  of  the 
baneful  rule  of  these  ignorant  tyrants  under  the  sanction  of  the  Hoir.e 
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Government ;  the  century  might  also  he  called  the  colonisation  period. 
Through  evil  rejrort  and  good  report,  amidst  the  fi*-reeat  opposition 
from  the  DevoDshire  nhip  fishermen,  small  bands  of  settlers  had,  for 
years  before  Guy's  arrival,  been  settled  on  the  eastern  cosiit,  between 
Capd  Kace  and  Cape  Bonavista.  The  fir^t  of  these  colonies  were  planted 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  John's,  and  gradually  extended  around 
Conception  Bay,  thence  north  to  Cape  Bonavista,  and  south  to 
Cape  Race. 

The  story  of  the  formation  of  Guy's  Colony,  called  by  the  founder 
"  Sea  forest  plantatioo,"  is  ooe  of  the  most  interesting  episodes  in  our 
early  annuls ;  as  there  is  no  detailed  information  about  it  in  any  extant 
history  of  Newfoundland,  I  have  set  fortli  all  the  facta  that  can  now 
hs  gathered  from  the  contemporary  recorda  Young  Alderman  John 
Guy  is  a  striking  pei'sonatity,  shrewd,  pushing,  energetic,  and  full  of 
ambition.  The  company  consisted  of  most  of  the  men  of  lijjlit  and 
leading  in  James's  Court.  Bacon  was  undoubtedly  the  guiding  spirit 
in  the  enterprise,  whilst  Guy  and  Roberrow  were  the  working 
members. 

We  find  the  same  individuals  who  were  in   Peckham  and  Gilbert's 
company  members   of  Guy's   association.     They   had    become   so    im- 
poverished by  the  dismal  failure  of  Gilbert's  unfortunate  adventure  and 
Raleigh's  colonisation  schemes,  that  when  John  Roberrow,  John  Guy, 
and  others,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  their  London 
associates,   they   decided   thHt   the 
scheme  was  quite  feasible,  and  would 
be  profitable  and  of  great  value  to 
the  kingdom,  but  a  portion  of  the 
charges   should   he   borne   by    the 
Government.     As   far   as   we   can 
ascertain,  this  took  place  in  1607. 
Undoubtedly  the  compnny  was  the 
outcome  of  the  various  projects  put 
forward  by  Peckham  and  Algernon 
Sidney    and    Carlyle,    who    were 
both  Walsingham's  sons-in-law.    It 
was  only  by   immense   Court   in- 
fluence  that  money  was  obtained 
"""  S»  raiiSwwo  %''^vSl'^Lf'"'''      from  the  Government.    Tlie  Stuarts 
as    a    dynasty    were    perennially 
impecunious,  and  it  took  three  years'  pleading  and  all  B^icon's  influence 
to    get    the    desired   subsidy;    it    must    have    been    considerable,   as 
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Mr.  Aldermnn  Guy  and  liis  ahrewd  merchant  associates  appear  to  have 
only  put  in  a  nominnl  sum,  less  than  £100  each,  payable  in  five  yearly 
in'italments.  In  1610  the  chat-ter  to  Bucon  and  his  associates  waa 
issued  under  the  Great  Seal.'  This  instrument  is  very  full  and  com- 
prehensive, it  is  a  far  more  practical  and  statesmanlike  doeumeDt  than 
the  loose  giants  of  Elizabeth;  the  extent  of  territory  covered  by  the 
charter  is  de6ned — from  Cape  St.  Mary's  to  Cape  Bonavista.  The 
public  rijflit  to   the   fishery    is  specially  reserved.     Guy's  instructions 

show  clearly  that  the 
cljarter  was  a  dishonest 
attempt  to  give  away 
to  Court  favourites 
land  occupied  and 
possessed  by  English- 
men long  anterior  to 
the  grant. 

After  obtuining  his 
title  deeds,  Guy  sailed 
from  Bristol,  May 
1610,  with  his  brother 
Philip,  his  brother- 
in-law  Colston,  and 
thirty-nine  persona,  in 
three  ships.  From 
the  records  of  Bristol 
BsiL  or  jtHEB  I.  and  other  sources  we 

are  able  to  give  a 
jiretty  accurate  account  of  their  proceedings.  They  had  carefully  chosen 
the  site  for  their  new  colony.  Old  Newfouiidlnnd  traders  were  evidently 
connected  with  the  company,  nnd  all  their  arrangements  were  planned 
by  persons  well  acquainted  with  the  trade.  There  remains  a  MS.* 
containing  the — 

"  Ikstkuctions  to  John  Gdt  from  the  ABsociatea  of  hie  Company,  1610. 

"  Too  shall  rarniah  yonrself  with  at  least  twelve  months  Tictiialles  with  nmni- 
tion  nets  and  with  all  manoer  of  tooles  and  implementa  [and  you  ahall  make  choice 
of  the]  skill  and  manuall  artB  of  such  as  are  to  go  with  yon  that  yon  shall  think 
important  for  tho  advancement  [of  the  colonic}. 

"  Ab  the  benefit  and  nse  of  domeBtic  creatures  without  whom  not  onlie  any 
desolate  conntrie  but  alBo  a  [ciTilized  countrje]  could  not  well  be  inhabited  we 

'  See  appendix  lo  ibii'  chapter.  vnant  of  the  plnnlatioD ;  (be  paper  has  been 

'  I  WHS  fortiinale  cnniigli  lo   find  tliif  paninlly  burnt,  hut  tbe  principal  pun  of  the 

most  inlereating  document — rhe  instnictlons  conients  have  been  preserved, — B.M.  MSS. 

from  Guv't   aEitociates    about    the   manage-  Olio  E.,VIU.  5. 


,Goosle 


GtJX'S  INSTRUCTIONS.  96 

would  have  yon  talce  witli  jaa  a  small  number  of  evrie  kind  of  them  male  and 
female  water  and  other  things  needhtl  for  their  tranBiWrtalion  not  [placing  tJiem 
on  the  sea  shore]  bot  either  bj  iHlanila  or  necks  of  lands  between  Bayes  where 
together  with  the  care  of  a  herdsman  they  ehall  esnape  from  wild  beasta  and  so 
increase  and  maltiplio  of  which  unmber  [we  wonld]  not  hare  anyone  killed  without 
great  and  urgent  canso. 

"  When  i^i  shall  please  God  to  send  yoa  and  yoni-  Companie  into  the  Newfound- 
land we  wonld  have  yen  make  choice  of  some  pluce  which  yon  ehatl  find  fittest 
within  the  limits  of  the  conntry  assigned  unto  ns  in  order  to  plant  oarfaid  colonie. 
The  Baye  of  Concopsion  we  prefer  before  other  places  for  the  first  attempt. 

"  Dpon  yonr  first  arrival  there  the  sooner  to  operate  onr  patent  and  to  prevent 
ye  mnrmaring  of  BDspicioua  and  jealoas  persons  that  perhaps  will  not  [fail]  to 
sprend  abroad  that  this  onterprize  wilbe  to  the  prejndice  of  ye  fi^ermen  as  well 
of  onr  nation  aa  others.  We  do  hould  it  expedient  that  yon  c^  an  nsaembly  of  all 
the  fishermen  that  shall  be  nere  thereaboats  and  there  in  their  presence  openlie 
and  distinotlie  canse  to  be  read  the  graunt  nnder  the  King's  Majesties  great  seal 
which  yoa  shall  have  along  with  yon,  that  by  the  tenour  of  it  they  may  be 
satisfied  that  there  is  no  intent  of  depriving  them  of  their  former  right  of  fishing 
which  being  done  yon  shall  declare  in  the  presence  of  them  all  that  yon  enter  upon 
that  place  to  take  actnall  seazin  and  possession  (never  by  grace  and  assistance  of 
God  to  be  discontinued)  in  ye  name  of  the  whole  conntry  comprehended  within 
the  said  grant  to  the  nse  of  us  and  onr  associates  onr  heirs  and  assigns  to  be 
faolden  of  onr  sovereign  Lord  the  King  by  the  rents  and  Herricea  secured  by  the 
eaid  grannie  and  that  by  such  yonr  acte  the  King's  Majestic  of  England  is  actoally 
invested  with  the  title  and  supreme  dignitie  ne£t  under  God  of  the  said  country. 

"  How  yon  are  to  spend  yonr  time  there  we  need  not  particularlie  [put]  yon  in 
mind  of  being  in  good  hope  that  according  lo  the  opinion  we  do  conceive  of  you  all 
matters  shall  be  carefullie  providently  and  payncfullie  ordered  and  that  there  shsdl 
be  no  wasting  of  the  victualles  nor  time  misspent  iu  idleness  but  all  industrious 
courses  practised  to  set  forward  the  enterprize  as  namelie  buildings  to  be  erected 
for  habitation     .     . 

"  .  .  (teit  bnmt)  .  .  [With  the]  retunie  of  the  ships  after  the  fishing  ia 
ended  all  fish  [which  you  have]  made  [and  shall]  not  need  for  yonr  own  nse 
[re]ceive  to  bo  transported  to  England  and  if  it  may  be  [boughtF]  yon  may  also 
send  some  quantity  of  that  wine  which  you  ....  that  trial  ntay  be  made  of 
it  as  also  of  the  zunsaparilla  [to  see  if  it]  be  good  and  what  else  yon  shall  judge  fit 
to  bo  aent. 

"  If  you  can  buy  any  train  [cod  oil]  for  eight  pounds  the  tonne  or  [thereabouts] 
we  wonld  have  you  to  deale  for  it  for  the  use  of  the  Companie  and  charge  us  by 
exchange  for  the  payment  of  it  and  to  take  or  send  to  BristoU  and  failing  thei'eof 
to  keep  it  in  your  warehouses  until  wo  do  send  for  it  in  the  winter  time  for  wo 
doubt  not  that  ships  may  harbonr  themselves  there  in  the  winter  in  Jannario  or 
Februnrie  seeing  out  of  the  Grand  Bay  being  4  degrees  to  the  northward  it  is  a 
thing  yearly  experimented  that  ye  Biscainera  remain  until  December.  If  yon  can 
buy  there  60.0(M)  of  good  dry  fish  reasonable  yon  may  likewise  do  it  and  charge  us 
ho:na  by  exchange  and  place  itin  onr  warehouses  until  we  send  a  bark  thither  to 
take  it  in  and  to  go  with  it  there  home  to  Spain  which  coming  there  alone  may  sell 
better  than  that  wbich  came  first  the  great  glut  marring  oftentimes  that  market. 

"  You  shall  as  soon  as  may  be  conveniently  done  make  choice  and  bring  to  the 
BM  shore  a  ships  la<liug  of  masts  sparres  and  deal  boards  to  be  in  a  readinea  to 
reload  any  ship  that  shall  happen  to  be  aent  unto  you  with  salt  which  you  shall 
nnloade  and  lay  it  in  yonr  warehouaea  to  be  readie  there  for  onr  use  to  be  used  in 
fishing  or  to  be  sold  to  ye  fishermen.    By  employing  of  shipping  of  great  burden 
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the  trade  between  BriatoU  and  Newfonadland  maj  be  profitable.  We  are  in  good 
Lopes  that  you  shall  find  abfficient  cargo  there  with  which  the  Baid  ship  shall  be 
reloaden. 

"  And  if  any  pertona  employed  in  this  Bervioe  shall  be  fonnd  to  be  BeditioOB 
mutincns  or  in  any  manner  nnBt  yon  shall  by  the  neit  retnme  of  any  ship  from 
there  home  send  them  home  to  be  discharged  giving  adrcrtisement  of  their 
behairionr. 

"  And  for  the  BQCceBsion  of  the  principal  or  head  of  this  enterprize  if  it  shontd 
ploase  God  to  take  him  away  it  is  thonght  moete  that  snch  person  shall  sncoead 
him  as  the  said  John  Oay  shall  nominate  ander  hia  hand  writing  and  for  default 
thereof  the  snocessor  shatbe  there  unto  elected  by  moat  of  votes  of  the  persons  that 
shall  snrvive  and  if  eqnal  votea  the  lot  to  be  cast  whether  of  them  shalbe  preferred. 

"  And  we  wonid  hare  yon  to  assay  by  all  good  meanea  to  [captore]  one  of  the 
savagea  of  the  country  and  to  intreate  [him  well  and]  to  keepe  him  and  teach  him 
onr  language  that  you  may  after  ohtayne  a  safe  and  free  commerce  with  tKem 
which  [are]  strong  there. 

"  We  leame  that  there  is  found  there  and  no  question  [fernea  F]  whereby  may 
he  gathered  that  yf  workmen  ezperte  to  [make  glass  P  were]  now  sent  with  you 
with  such  forruine  simples  as  the  mixture  of  mettall  requireth  you  might  presently 

rase  glaae  to neTertheleas  for  more  oert«intie  we  now  forbear  onlie 

would  have  you  Bend  home  some  of  the  fearne  [1.0.  kelp]  dryed  and  some  .  .  . 
[that]  it  may  be  considered  of. 

"  Erery  ship  that  resorteth  thither  to  fishing  bringeth  with  them  [sawyeis  P] 
to  make  or  mend  their  fishing  boates  which  may  well  be  supplied  [by  you  with] 
pine  boai-ds  whereof  you  ahull  have  plentie  when  f  the  saw  is  set  up. 

"  Snch  ashea  as  you  make  keep  and  send  to  BristotI  that  we  may  have  tryall  of 
them  and  that  thereby  it  may  he  the  [better  proved]  whether  such  sope  ashes  as 
come  oni  of  the  Sound  may  [not  be  sent  from]  there  home. 

"  And  to  the  end  that  God  may  bless  this  attempt  with  happy  prospects  and 
SDCoesa  yon  must  take  order  that  divine  service  be  pnblicklie  [held]  and  attentive 
hearkned  unto  and  that  yon  joino  in  deront  prayers  to  God  that  the  worship 
of  him  may  not  be  neglected  that  piotie  and  charitie  and  sobrietie  may  dwell 
amongst  na  and  all  swearing  and  gamming  abolished. 

"  Yon  must  not  forget  to  search  whether  there  be  any  trees  thereabouts  that 
will  afford  timber  to  make  caake  and  be  aervicable  for  hoopes  we  have  heard  that 
pipes  have  been  aometimes  made  of  pine  timber  and  for  hoopes  young  beach  will 
serve.  The  birch  there  being  large  and  great  aa  yt  is  yeeld  P  for  a  neede  F  stnffe 
for  caske  and  Being  it  is  moat  certaine  that  uakea  are  in  eome  plai^ee  of  this 
oonntry  yon  may  peradvenrare  upon  search  light  upon  some  place  where  it  grow. 

"To  make  experience  of  the  nature  of  the  country  for  sheep  were  not  amia 
becnuse  there  want  not  warme  and  firtill  places  and  abundance  of  [>oules  things 
moat  requisite  for  that  kind  of  huabandrie. 

"  The  cherrie  treea^nd  pcare  trees  and  SIberd  trees  by  removing  and  graffing 
may  prove  as  good  anif  as  large  as  ours  and  for  the  filberds  though  they  are  small 
yet  they  are  good  and  being  gathered  when  they  are  ripe  may  do  yon  some  pleasure 
we  would  have  you  send  us  home  a  few  of  them  [for  in]  flandere  they  buy  barkea 
lading  with  hazell  nnta  to  make  oyle  for  which  [we]  do  [think  that]  these  will  serve 
as  they. 

"  [We]  require  you  to  have  a  dne  regard  [to  the  carrying  out]  of  these  our 
instructions  and  of  all  such  [as  you  may  in]  your  discretion  judge  may  any  kinde 
o£  way  to  [turn  to  the  use]  and  honefit  of  thia  enterprize  committed  to  your  [care]." 

These  instructions  and  the  letters  of  Guy,  Colston,  and  MasoL 
indicate  a  well-considered  scheme  of  coloniKation,     In  this  letter  of  advice 
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there  ia  a  tnirious  blending  of  tbe  practical  trailer  and  the  enthusiustie 
theorist;  the  Bugc^tions  to  buy  cod  oil  at  eight  pound  per  ton  and 
sc^d  late  cargoes  of  fish  to  Spain,  ate  the  ideas  of  good  business  men, 
shrewdly  intent  on  making  money ;  whilst  those  about  the  manufacture 
of  glass,  soap,  charcoal,  &c.  may  have  come  from  the  experimental 
philosophy  of  Bacon.  The  last  project  to  make  oil  out  of  the  wild 
liazel  nuts  on  Southern  Biver  can  hardly  come  within  the  scope  of 
practical  projects,  it  resembles  too  much  the  extraction  of  simbeams 
from  cucumbers.  It  is  clear,  however,  from  this  paper  that  these 
recommendations  were  prepared  by  keen  traders,  who  knew  all  about 
Newfoundland  and  the  business  they  were  embarking  in. 

At  first  everything  went  well  with  the  new  Colony ;  they  had  a 
remarkably  fine  passage  out,  in  twenty-three  days  they  sighted  their 
new  home  in  the  deep   Bay  de  Grave  (now  Port  de  Grave),  Conception 


'^W:i^-rMm^^ 


Bay.  In  the  bottom  of  this  estuary  lies  the  beautiful  little  land- 
locked harbour  of  Cupids.  It  was  so  far  embayed  that  the  resident 
fishermen,  who  were  then  sparsely  scattered  about  Harbour  Grace, 
Carbonear,  and  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  had  passed  by  this  little 
sequestered  nook  as  unsuitable  for  the  fishery.  The  selection  of  the 
Bite  for  the  new  Colony  was  a  happy  one.  At  the  head  of  the  inlet  of 
Bay  de  Grave,  now  known  as  Clarke's  Beach,  two  beautiful  rivers  dis- 
diarge  their  waters  into  Conception  Bay.  There  are  many  picturesque 
Bcenes  in  the  peninsula  of  Avalon,  hut  we  know  of  no  more  charming 

'  '■""■  o,A^  ■■X-,oog\e 
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vleta  in  all  Newfoundland  than  these  beautiful  rivers  with  their  Io%'ely 
wooded  banks  and  smiling  fields. 

At  Cupids,  Guy  built  three  houses  besides  his  wharves,  stores, 
and  fishing  establishment.  A  fort  ninety  feet  wide  by  a  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  long  was  enclosed  by  a  strong  stocknde,  and  a  battery 


was  mounted  with  three  guna.  On  Southern  River  they  erected  mills, 
houses,  and  faini  buildings ;  a  considerable  quantity  of  land  was  cleared 
and  surrounded  by  stone  walls.  Early  in  this  century  the  remains  of 
these  buildings  were  found,  together  with  mill  stones,  coins,  &c,'  A 
paper  was  read  on  the  subject  by  Admiral  Robinson,  brother  of  our  late 
Judge  Sir  Bryan,  before  the  Royal  Geographical  Society.  There  was 
much  discussion  on  the  subject,  but  no  one  identified  the  remains  as 
Guy's,  Recently  some  of  the  old  oak  beams  were  used  in  the  constinic- 
tion  of  a  bridge.  Happily  we  can  now  have  no  longer  any  doubt  about 
the  identification  of  Guy's  buildings,  as  in  the  Records  we  find  an 
account  in  1620  of  damage  to  the  Company's  mills  reported  by  Governor 


'  There  has  been  considerable  liiinap- 
prehension  regurdiug  I  he  site  of  Guy's 
aedlement ;  in  most  NewfouDdlund  hislories 
Mosquito  Cove  is  named  bb  (he  localitj'  ; 
all  doubts  obout  the  localilv  are  set  at  re^l 


of  iDestimable  value  to  me  in  preparing  this 
work  :  il  is  a  ffreat  misfortune  that  our  own 
records  have  not  been  published  in  the  ad- 
mirable »ay  Geaenil  Lefroj  has  nrjttea  the 
Chronicles  <■(  Bermuda,  The  late  Sir  It,  J, 
Piaspnt,  D.C.L.,  was  for  some  time  engaged 
on  this  work  in  Newfoundland.  I  hope  some 
one  may  eventually  /pve  the  public  the 
benefit  of  all  the  labour  he  has  besioired  on 
our  Colonial  Calendur. 

Early  in  this  century  a  party  ol  settlers 


proceedinj;  up  Southern  River  observed  al  a 
distance  of  six  or  etven  miles  above  the  bay 
the  appearance  of  stone  walla  rising  above  the 
surfnce ;  on  removing  ihe  sand  and  alluvial 
earlh  they  ascertained  these  lo  be  the  remwnit 
of  ancient  buildings,  with  oak  beams  and  mill 
stones  sunk  in  oaken  beds;  enclosures  t«- 
semblioK  gardens  were  also  ireced  out,  and 
plants  of  various  kinds  not  indigenons  lo  ihe 
island  were  growing  around  ;  among  the  ruins 
were  found  different  European  coins,  some  of 
Dutch  gold,  others  of  copper.  Thai  these 
were  Ihe  remains  of  Guy's  buildings  is  proved 
by  the  fact  that  in  I6SI  Guy's  saw  mill  and 
grist  mill  were  partially  destroyed  by  the 
West  CouDiry  fishermen,  and  Ihe  damage  ia 
estimated  at  MO. 
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Mason.  Guy  and  Colston's  letters,  whicli  will  be  found  appended,  are 
interesting,  as  showing  how  little  change  has  taken  place  in  our  climate. 
The  Alderman  was  not  the  fimt  settler^  or  the  first  Englishman  to 
discover  that  Newfoundland,  on  the  whole,  was  a  very  pleasant  country 
to  live  in.  The  great  advantage  of  Guy's  plantation  was  the  bringing 
of  the  valuable  resources  of  the  island  under  the  immediate  notice  of 
the  British  public. 

Soon  after  the  formation  of  the  Colony,  hostilities  were  com- 
menced against  the  permanent  settlers,  called  planters,  by  the  westera 
adventurer.^ — the  ship  fishermen  from  Devonshire.  No  doubt  the 
proclamation  of  laws  made  by  the  Alderman  Governor  on  the  30th 
August  1611  roused  their  indignation,*  They  had  been  accustomed 
to  look  on  Newfoundland  as  peculiarly  their  own  possession.  A  young 
upstart  of  a  Governor  building  a  fort  and  permanent  residence,  calling 
his  new  mansion,  after  t'ne  fashion  of  English  gentlemen,  "  Sea  Forest 
House  " — all  this  assumption  of  authority,  especially  the  making  of 
laws,  excited  the  ire  of  the  belligerent  West  Countrymen,  They 
attempted  to  destroy  the  Colony  by  preparing  a  pelition  to  the  Crown 

ihould  rvform  tbamselres  io  their  proceeding, 
and  Dot  plead  igoonoce  tlua  anj  prohibicioa 
was  made.  The  Governor  in  ihu  Kiage  Dime 
doth  charge  and  command  all  penoos  of  what 
□Btnre  totver  that  »h>ll  frequent  those  parts 
for  ffiflhing  as  veil  etrangen  ta  (ubjecte  that 
the;  offend  doI  in  an;  thinfr  forbiddea  ja  the 
ProclamaiioQ,  uader  penaltj  herein  specified 
and  aa  they  will  aoBircr  to  the  contrary  at 
their  peril. 

1.  Ballast  or  anytbiog  hurtful  to  Har- 
bonrs  not  to  be  ihrowne  out  but  to  be  carried 
aahore — Penalty  £5  fur  every  ofFenoe, 

2.  No  person  to  denCroy,  defect,  or  ipoile 
any  eiage  cooke  room  flakes  &c.:— I'eaalty 
£10. 

3.  Every  Admiral  of  each  Harboiir  for 
time  being  reserve  only  so  much  beach  and 
fluke  or  both  at  is  needful  fur  number  of 
buates— Penalty  £10. 

4.  No  pel  Bon  to  deface  or  alter,  markts 
of  any  boatei— Penalty  £5, 

5.  No  person  lo  convert  to  bis  nirn  use, 
boaiee  belonging  to  others  without  their  con- 
sent except  in  case  of  necessity  and  then  to 
give  notice  to  Admiral — Penalty  £3. 

6.  No  person  to  set  fire  in  woods — 
Penaitj  JilO. 

7.  No  person,  at  ecd  nf  voyage  to  destroy 
8l4ige  cooke  room  ur  flakes  that  he  hath  that 
year  used — Penally  £10. 

8.  No  master  of  any  ship  to  receive  into 
bis  ship  any  person  of  the  Colouy,  that  are 
nlready  planted  by  virtue  of  Hia  Majesty's 
gracious  Patent  without  speciall  warrant  under 
ths  handwriting  of  Che  Governor  of  the 
Colony  or  Colooiei  in  the  Newloandlande 
aforesaide. 


'  Xhe  presence  of  other  settlers  ii  shown 
by  Uasoo'e  letter*  about  the  carta  hauling 
eaplin  tot  manure,  the  provisioo  of  salt  for 
sale  to  fishermen,  and  later  on,  in  Baltimore's 
charter,  the  reservation  of  St.  John's  and  . 
Petty  Harbours  i  BaltimOM  mentions  num- 
bers of  families  in  Conception  Bay  which 
could  not  haTe  been  Gny's  settlers. 

There  are  several  other  proofs  in  the 
Becoids  of  the  settlement  of  the  Colony 
■nlerior  lo  Guy.  Baudoio  Rays,  in  Harbour 
Grace  they  told  him  of  a  man  who  had  been 
bom  there  about  1610  or  1611;  this  must 
bave  been  the  son  of  an  early  settler  not 
beloD^ng  to  the  Alderman's  colony.  There 
is  DO  record  of  the  official  setllemenl  of 
BriMol's  Hope — Harbour  Gracn'  until  about 
ISIS. 

1  Guv's   LiUB. 

Certaiue  orders  for  the  fishermen  to 
obserre  and  keepe  in  the  Newfoiudlaode 
published  the  SOIh  daie  of  August  1611  by 
Ur.  John  Gay  the  Gov^uor  of  the  Colony 
ther. 

By  authority  of  our  Sov.  Lord  James  by 
grace  of  God  of  England  Scotland  Efrancc 
Ireland  and  Newfoundland  Kinge.  A  Plan- 
tatiou  and  Government  is  begun  to  be  settled 
within  this  Country  of  Newfoundland  and 
whereat  among  those  persons  that  use  the 
trade  of  fishing  in  these  parts  many  disorders 
abuBM  and  bul  customs  are  crept  in  which 
are  oontiaued  and  yearly  practised,  more  of  a 
corrupt  usage  then  of  malicious  designs,  for. 
asniDch  OS  it  concerns  not  only  the  fishing 
bnt  also  the  public  good,  if  all  such  grievencea 
should  be  stopped  to  the  end  that  all  persona 
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aguinsb  it'  Devon,  in  thin  and  every  succeeding  reign,  was  strong  in 
Court  influence.  They  found  out,  however,  tliat  the  Company,  with 
Bacon  at  its  back,  waa  too  strongly  intrenched  in  King  James's  favour 
to  be  injured  by  this  kind  of  attack.  Discovering  by  the  King's  answer 
to  their  petition  that  the  settlers  were  not  to  be  molested,  they 
seem  bo  have  set  some  evil-doer  to  wreck  the  plantation,  for  according 
to  Mason's  account  they  partially  destroyed  the  Company's  grist  mill 
and  saw  mill. 


'  Petition  jlokihst  Pli 
Abticlbr   or   Gbikvancks 

THB  f^TinON  or  THE  WkBTBBN  PoltTBa 
TUUCBINO       THOSE       OF       FlANTKB*       OF 

Nbwfochdlind,  Decb.  1618. 

1.  That  IboK  of  the  PUntacioai  there 
have  put  inndrte  oF  the  Fetidooei*  from  the 
chiefeBt  places  of  ffishinji^e  there  and  dispoted 
of  Ibo  ome  to  aach  »»  pleased  them. 

S.  That  they  have  taken  awaie  great 
4]a*ntilJeB  of  salt,  c»kii,  boates  itaget  and 
other  proriiions  there  lelle  bj  the  Petioionera 
aoil  converted  the  same  to  their  own  uxe. 

3.  That  tfapy  have  denied  and  lettM  the 
Peticioner«  from  lakiag  birdee  upoQ  the  Island 
of  Bacculeau,  the  flesh  of  which  birds  the 
frticioDera  hare  heretofore  lued  for  baiie 
■ID til    the    ordioarie   bait   come    npoa    that 

*.  That  in  the  ohiefest  tjaie  of  ffishioge 
tho*e  io  the  aaii  FlantacioD  have  lummoDcd 
a  Coarte  of  Admiroltte  and  eiacled  Sees  of 
traj'ne  and  Sshe  tbr  not  apperinge. 

5.  That  tliose  of  Ihc  said  PlinUcion  )iBve 
harbored  pimta  there  aad  dealt  with  them 
which  hath  beaoe  the  meanes  to  induce  them 
til  frequeat  ihat  place  to  tbe  gi«at  prejudice 
and  hinderance  of  the  Peticionen. 

ANSWBB  op   the  CO»«PiNI  OP    Plaktbbs 

OF     NkITFOIINDUIND     TO     ABTlCLKt     OP 

Gbievanceb    of    Wbbtsrn    Pobtes — 
DkCK.  1618. 

To  Ist  Article:  That  in  regard  of  theire 

chargeable  maintenance  of  a  Colunie  on  land 
there  all  the  yeare,  it  is  conceiTabie  (o  be 
lavful  for  them  tbe  Inhabitants  to  make  choice 
of  their  fishing  place,  and  uot  to  leave  the 
benefit  thereof  lo  the  uQcerlayne  commerg 
thither ',  and  have  not  pat  out  anie  shippe*  out 
of  anie  harbours  being  placed  there  to  ttUbe 
iccordinge  to  their  ancient  customs. 

To  Sud  Article :  Thej  know  of  no  tuch 
wrong  done  to  fishermen  anil  suppose  none  of 
tlie  Culonle  that  do  inhabit  there  nill  presume 
80  to  do  neilhor  do  they  approve  iher^nf. 

To  the  3d  Art. :  If  anj  of  their  Colonie 
hare  denied  the  taking  of  birds  for  fiihermen's 
bailes  being  a  thing  altogether  unknown  to 
(hem  here  —  It  shall  be  ordered  to  the 
contrary. 

To  the  4lh  Art.  :  That  none  of  their 
Colonie  bare  attetnpled  any  such  acts  but  hare 


heard  that  some  of  the  wettern  [ 
done  sDch  things  to  the  hurt  of  the  fi 
which  they  utterly  ditclaim. 

To  the  Ath  Art. :  That  they  h*ve  received 
very  great  damage  by  pirate*  almost  to  the 
overthrow  of  their  Colonie  as  not  being  abio 
to  resist  them  they  bave  come  and  poMessed 
their  bouses  and  taken  all  their  provision*  at 
theire  pleasure  and  carried  away  SDch  men  as 
pleased  them  and  tberefore  very  unlike  thai 
they  should  induce  them  to  cavae  thither,  as 
is  alleged.  But  their  coming  is  to  be  believed 
of  their  friends  being  tome  of  the  wesleii 
men  who  are  still  willing  to  help  them  (as  it 
seems  to  us)  with  provisions  and  will  mnke 
no  resistance,  tho'  they  be  able  to  surprize 
them  if  they  were  slroDgcr  than  they  be  and 
therefore  we  shall  bunbly  desire  that  some 
coune  may  be  taken  for  prevention  uf  such 
misehiefes  as  by  reason  of  their  coming  thither 
ma;  he  to  further  danger  of  our  Colonies. 
And  we  are  desirous  to  join  with  the  Western 
menne  in  this  business  aod  also  for  keeping 
good  ordet  in  the  eouotrie  in  the  contrarie 
whereof  themselves  are  guilty  for  we  bai'e 
canted  certain  orders  to  be  there  published 
in  His  Majestyg  name  which  they  have  not 
obeyed. 

John  Slahbt,  Treasurer. 

I1|;MFBBT    UANPFOBDIi. 
KUUFBBT    SlAHBI. 

Robart  Gaibabd. 
Wm.  Patnk. 
Wm.  Fkbehah. 

Beflt  of  the  Petitionebb  OP  TUB  Wes- 
ts KN     POKTEB     TO     THE     AsgWBa      OF 

GuvEnnoBS. 

No  privilege  given  by  the  Charter  to 
Planters  for  fisbing  before  others ;  if  choice 
of  places  is  admitted,  contrary  to  conman 
usage,  the  Peticioners  contend  that  they  ought 
rather  to  have  it.  Desire  thai  the  Uberties 
I  them  by  charter  may  be  confirmed. 


:amined.  Tbe  Peticioners  knowing  better 
bow  to  manage  their  fishing  than  the  Flanten 
can  direct,  declare  that  they  are  altogether 
unwilling  to  be  ordered  by  the  Planters,  or  to 
joiit  with  them  as  they  desite. 
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Qny  was  ambitious  of  civic  honours,  his  heart  hankered  after  Bristol ; 
he  stayed  in  Newfoundland  from  1610  to  the  end  of  1011,  as  we  leam 
from  his  letters.  In  the  autumn  of  this  year  he  returned  to  England. 
Next  spring,  1612,  he  came  again  with  more  adventurers,  "all  of  civil 
life" — artizana  and  farmers — horees,  cattle,  pi»s,  poultiy,  farming  im- 
plements,  &c ;  being  a   sound  Churchman,  he   brought  with   him,  as 


Fnm  a  pltatograph  ha  S.  S.  Partotu, 

chaplain   of   the  forces,  the  afterwards  .celebrated  Evangelical  divine, 
the  Rev.  Erasmus  Stourton.^ 

The  Alderman  had  not  only  to  contend  with  the  opposition  from 
Devonshire.  This  year,  as  duly  recorded  by  Whitboume,  the  arch- 
pirate   Peter   Easton   robbed   the  fishermen,   English   and  foreign,  in 


'  Erftamug  Stoarton,  the  finst  Church  of 
Eofilaiid  iderf^mm  permanenlly  settled  id 
NevfouDdlmd,  ome  out  with  Guy  on  his 
Meond  voyage,  1612i  he  belonged  to  theecele- 
■iuticsl  pHiy  in  the  Kogligh  Church,  which  we 
&□*  cull  Kvanfielical  or  Low  Church  as  dis- 
tiDi^iEhud  from  the  Rituttll«tic  psfty,  who  io 
the  dsjB  of  Eliiabeth  ftud  tliti  Stuarts  adherrd 
to  Deafly  nil  ihe  doetrioes  of  the  Roniku 
Catholic  Chnrcb.  except  papsl  supcwnacj 
and  the  woTBhip  of  the  Virfpn  Mary:  he 
appear*  to  have  beeo  *,  n&rrow  minded 
sectary,  Uid  •  troubleMimi;,  meddlesoine  buity- 
body.  Id  Conception  Bay  he  mintatered  to 
a  coDsiderahEe  eoogregattoD,  between  ISO  and 
SOO  permanent  fettlen,  besides  migratory 
fiahermen.     Id   1SS8  the  Bevereiid  Kraimuii 


came  into  collisioa  with  Lord  Baltimore;  all 
bin  militaDt  Frotefltantiani  was  Blirred  up  by 
CalTen'a  Calholic  wonhip,  and  the  Semiruiry 
priests  in  tbe  dcw  KtUement  of  Frirjland. 
Baliimora  baoipihed  bim  from  the  Colnny 
es  aa  audacious  niiui  for  biii  miadeedit. 
Slourlou's  offence  that  he  speaks  of  must 
hare  b«en  of  a  very  aggraTating  cbarael^r  to 
excite  loeh  wratb  in  the  mild  and  beaerolent 
Calrert,  whose  character  for  liberality  and 
enltf^hteninent,  rare  in  that  nge,  ii  borne  out 
by  all  eontemporarj  historianB.  Od  bis 
Brrival  in  Eoglaiid,  Stourton  hastened  to  pour 
into  the  ears  of  his  I'urltan  allies  tbe  frightfUl 
fact  tbat  Baltimore  had  actually  had  miBs 
celebrated.  No  one  apparently  took  the  kMt 
notice  of  Stouiton's  coatplaiut. 
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Newfoundland.  We  are  told  that  he  took  a  hundred  men  from  Con- 
ception Bay.  No  doubt  some  of  these  would  be  Guy'e  men.  The 
Governor  was  a  merchant,  not  a  fighting  man,  and  it  is  not  tturpriBing 
t!iat  next  year  we  find  him  returning  home  to  Bristol.  Five  years  Inter, 
1618,  he  had  the  distinguished  honour  of  being  appointed  Mayor  o£  tlie 
ancient  city.  In  this  exalted  position  he  greatly  distinguished  himself 
as  a  spirited  and  independent  Chief  Magistrate,^ 

William  Colston,  his  deputy  governor,  seems  to  have  remained  only 
one  year,  1613  to  1614,  About  this  time  there  appears  to  have  been  a 
good  deal  of  disorder  in  the  country-,  Guy,  though  nominally  Governor, 
had  no  force  to  execute  laws,  and  it  was  doubtless  from  Colston's  report 
on  the  condition  of  the  Colony  that,  in  1614,  Wliitboximo  went  home  (o 
obtain  some  definite  authority  to  repress  disorders.  The  records  of  this 
period  are  full  of  information  about  pimtea  Kaleigh's  captains,  on  tlie 
last  voyage  before  bis  death,  turned  privateers  or  pirates.  The  respected 
SSir  Henry  Manering,  or  Mainwaring,  was  a  titled  robber,  judging 
by  the  account  of  his  actions.  The  following  notice  of  disorders 
and  pirates  only  extends  from  1612  to  1621.  In  the  year  1625  the 
English  fieet  sufiered  still  more  seiious  lose  from  the  attacks  of  sea 
rovers.  The  Colony  was  practically  without  law  or  government ;  there 
was  no  civil  or  military  force  to  maintain  order  amongst  a  floating 
population  of  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  turbulent  fishermen.  No 
wonder  there  were  disorders  and  crimes !  The  marvel  is  that  there 
were  not  more.  But  for  tlie  exercise  of  authority  by  the  English  ships 
no  one  could  have  lived  here.  There  must  have  been  some  violent 
scenes  in  St.  John's  in  those  days. 

The  following  Records  give  us  a  partial  list  of  the  depredations  of 
some  of  the  "  erring  captains" — Whitboume's  euphonious  name  for  the 
lawless  privateers  and  pirates  of  the  age  : — 

"  1621. — The  names  of  certiine  piratCes  with  the  dsmBge  done  by  them  in 
NewfoiiDdlaad  sinco  the  jeare  1612. 

"  The  pirate  Eaeon  brought  4  ships  from  lie  of  Uav  with  captains  and  soldiers 
which  he  increased  to  9  ships,  all  which  he  carried  awaj  with  him  besidcu 
100  pieces  of  ordenance  with  all  manner  of  victnalles  and  munition  to  the  valne  of 
ten  tbons^nnd  fonr  hundred  pounds  of  the  goods  of  the  English,  besides  SOO  fisher- 
men of  His  Uajeetj'e  subjects  taken  from  their  honest  trade  of  fishing  (many 
being  volunteers)  but  the  moat  enforced  to  serve  them  in  their  courses  of  piracy ■ 
The  hurt  done  bj  said  pirates  to  subjects  of  Prench  king  hy  robbing  and  spoiling 
25  ships  fishing  about  coasts  of  Newfonndland  amounts  to  £0,000.  Damage  done 
by  them  to  Stated  of  the  low  countries  b;  taking  a  great  Flemish  ship  £1,000.  By 
spoiling  voyage  of  12  Portugal  ships  £3,000.  The  total  of  damage  done  to  all 
nutions  by  the  gicat  Eason  and  his  complices  in  and  aboat  Newfoundland— 
£20,400. 

I  Daring  Guy's  jesr  of  office  he  TCsiMeJ      vst   enoufrh   compsred   with   amounts    fub* 
a  leqniiitiou  for  £ii,600  made  upon  ihc  cjij      scribed  by  Londoo,  Jte. 
to  suppicsB  piracy — contending  that  £1,000 
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'  "  Anno  1614.  —  Captain  Maneringe  with  divers  other  captains  urriTed  in 
NevfoaDdloud  the  4lh  Jnne  having  8  eaila  of  n-arlike  ships  one  whereof  thej  took 
at  the  bank  another  apon  the  majae  of  Newfoundland,  frcm  all  the  harboarti 
whereof  they  commanded  carpenters  marynera  victuals  mnnitions  and  all 
necessaries  from  fishing  fleet  after  this  rate— of  every  six  maryners  they  take  one, 
and  the  one  first  part  of  all  their  victaals ;  from  the  Portugal  ships  they  took  all 
their  wine  and  other  provbions  save  their  bread ;  from  a  French  ship  in  Harbour 
de  Grace  they  took  10,000  fish ;  some  of  the  ronipany  of  many  ships  did  run  away 
unto  them.  They  took  a  French  ship  fishing  in  Carboneir  &c.  and  so  after  they 
had  continaed  three  months  and  an  half  iu  the  country  taking  their  pleasure  of 
the  fishing  fleet,  the  14th  Sep.  1614  they  departed  having  with  them  from  the 
fishing  fleet  about  400  mariners  and  fishermen,  many  volnnteers,  many  compelled. 

"  Ajino  1616. — Captain  Jacob  a  Flemish  pirate  with  one  Captain  Ellis  an 
English  pirate  took  a  French  and  Portugese  sbiji — damage  done  to  both  being  at 
least  £1500.  They  took  all  the  ordinance  from  a  ship  of  Bristol  and  a  ship  of 
Gurneey  to  the  value  of  £200. 

"  Anno  1618. — Part  of  the  fleet  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  in  their  return  from 
Orenoqe  consisting  of  two  ships  and  a  cartell  wherein  was  chijif  commander  one 
Capt.  Wollaston  with  divers  other  captains  who  took  from  four  French  ships  their 
lading  of  dry  fish  which  they  carried  away  and  sold  at  Ligome  in  Italy  to  valaa 
of  £3000.  More  three  ships  they  took  and  carried  with  them  which  they  sold  at 
Ligome  to  value  of  £2400.  One  French  ship  they  left  in  Newfoundland  which 
was  immediately  sent  home  by  the  Governor  of  plantation,  yet  loss  of  her  fishing 
voyage  was  £500.  On  first  coming  pillaged  French  fishers  600  pounds.  Their 
taxing  of  fishermen  in  all  the  harbours  of  Newfoundland  for  powder  shot  Ac 
amounted  to  £2000,  besides  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  they  took  away. 

"  Some  few  instances  of  certane  misdemoanors  and  iojaries  comitted  by  the 
fishers  this  last  yeare  in  Newfoundland.     lt>20. 

"  Eight  stages  in  several  harbours  worth  at  least  in  labour  and  cost  £180 
maliciously  burned  by  certain  English  fisbers,  besides  many  more  in  the  harbours 
of  the  country,  greatly  to  prejudice  of  fishing  trade,  and  not  punishable  but  by 
good  laws  to  be  settled  there  by  Sis  Uajestie. 

"  A  man  slaine  in  a  controversy  for  '  halinge  of  a  Seyne.' 

"  Craiain  English  fishennen  entered  aboard  a  Portugal  ship  in  the  night  in 
St.  John's  harbour  with  swords  and  axes  wherewith  they  cut  many  of  his  ropes 
and  would  have  cut  bis  cables  to  the  overthrow  of  the  ship  had  they  not  been 
restrained  by  certain  masters  of  English  ships. 

"  A  great  combat  betweene  some  insolent  English  and  oertaiu  Portugals  in 
Fetyle  Harbour,  and  one  of  th;  English  dangerously  hurt  with  a  pike. 

"  Great  damage  done  by  certain  English  fishers  to  a  saw  mill  and  a  grist  mill 
built  by  the  plantacon  not  to  be  repaired  for  forty  pounds. 

"  The  woods  daily  spoiled  by  fishers  in  taking  the  rind  and  bark  of  the  trees 
and  5000  acres  of  wood  burned  maliciously  by  the  fishers  iu  the  bay  of  ConcepUon 
amio  1619  with  many  more  thousands  of  acres  burned  and  destroyed  by  tbem 
within  these  'M  years. 

"  Harbonrs  frequented  by  English  near  40  in  nnmber,  almost  spoiled  by  ocsting 
out  their  balaat  and  presac  stones  into  them. 

"  Portugals,  French  and  all  other  nations  frequenting  that  trade  are  more 
Gonform^le  to  good  orders  than  the  English  fishers," 
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In  1615  the  strongest  and  abloat  ruler  of  all  appeared  on  ibescene — - 
Captain  John  Mason.^  The  connection  of  this  remarkable  man — the 
future  founder,  with  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire — with  our  Colony  haa  been  entirely  ignored.  Mason  made 
himself  well  acquainted  with  his  new  Qovemment,  carried  on  the  fish 
business  in  Cupids  and  Harbour  Grace  prosperously,  surveyed  part  of  the 
coast,  and  must  have  been  specially  energetic  in  defending  the  settlers' 
rights,  as  it  was  in  bis  time  that  the  petition  was  made  to  the  king  by 
the  western  adventurers. 

One  very  interesting  incident  occurred  during  Mason's  residence  in 
the  Colony,  which  brings  out  in  a  very  clear  and  distinct  manner  the 
close  connection  between  the  early  colonists  in  Newfoundland  and  the 
fii-st  settlers  in  New  England,  the  similarity  of  the  trade  and  fishery  in 
bot-h  colonies.  The  romantic  adventures  of  the  Indian  Squantum,  his 
infamous  capture  by  Hunt,  and  his  subsequent  slavery  in  Spain,  his 
visit  to  Cupids,  and  his  later  services  as  friend  and  ally  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers,  reads  more  like  a  scene  in  a  clieap  novel  than  the  true  story  of 
a  poor  Redskin.* 


'  Joha  Mason  wm  bom  al  King's  I,yno, 
Norfolk.  Eugland ;  he  was  an  Oxford  man, 
■nd  B  clsuNical  Bcholnr;  very  early  in  life  be 
entered  the  Kojal  Ba»y ;  in  1606  he  went 
nilh  Kdoi,  Bishop  of  the  IbIvk,  lo  reclaim  the 
islanikra  of  the  Hebridei.  Says  an  English 
admiral :  "  The  Christian  "orld  could  not 
Bha-w  a  more  btrbaroun,  more  bloody,  or 
more  untamed  generation."  Mason  had 
command  of  two  ships  iif  war  and  twi) 
and  did  bfs  work  well,  but  reci-ived 
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bably  to  requite  him  in  some  way  for 
valuable  Bervicen  he  was  appointed  Governor 
of  the  Newfoundland  Plantation.  Mason 
came  out  to  Newfoundland  with  his  wife  in 
161b,  and  remained  six  years;  he  explored 
the  Island,  matle  a  map,  ihe  first  Kiiglish 
chart  from  actual  survey  which  approaches 
to  any  degree  of  accuracy ;  he  also  wrote  a 
ehoit  treatise  A  lirief  DUcount  of  the  Am'- 
Joandlnnd,  published  in  1820,  and  sent  to 
his  triend  Sir  John  Kcolt,  of  Edinbnr|[h. 
In  1621,  just  before  Mason's  departure  from 
the  Islunil  on  the  petition  of  divers  ScottUh 
adventurers,  applicatiou  was  made  t<  the 
King  to  send  two  ships  of  war  lo  Kewfound- 
laud,  and  lo  appoint  John  Mason  King's 
Lieutenant  in  the  Ixland.  This  appears  to 
have  been  granted,  and  Mason  also  received 
al  the  same  time  a  commission  from  the 
Lord  High  Admiral.  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges 
having  bei-n  appointed  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  Pngland  to  regulate  the  Newfound- 
land 6EherieB,  Mason,  on  his  return  lo 
England  in  I6SI,  becsme  acquainted  with 
him,  and,  with  Sir  M'illiam  Aleisoder   and 


his  litlle  book  on  Newfoundland,  stirred  up 
the  hiiler,  afterwards  Earl  of  Sllrliog,  to 
obtain  a  patent  for  Nova  Scotia.  In  16S3, 
Mason  and  Gorges  obtained  a  share  of  New 
England  which  seven  years  later  was  named 
New  Hampshire.  Mason  became  aflerwnrds 
Treasurer  of  the  Army,  and  Captain  of 
South  Sea  Castle,  and  Governor  of  Ports* 
mouth,  Kneland.  He  died  in  16SS  and  was 
buried  in  Westminster  Abbey;  a  monument 
was  erected  to  his  memory  in  the  garridon 
church  of  Portsmouth  in  18T4.  1  am  in- 
debted for  all  these  particulars  to  the 
excellent  memoir  of  Mason  by  Charles 
Wesley  Tuitle,  Ph.D.,  published  by  the  Prince 
Society  of  Boston,  U.S. 

'  Squantum  was  seized  by  Thomas  Hant, 
one  of  John  Smith's  captains  in  the  eipedt- 
tion  to  New  England  of  1 611,  and  witli 
nineteen  more  Indians  taken  to  Malaga  and 
sold  as  slaves.  lie  was  very  intelligent, 
and,  probably,  being  allowed  hit  liberty, 
wandered  about  the  quay  at  Malaga.  After 
four  years  of  slavery,  be  met  a  captain  (^ 
a  ship  heloDfing  to  Guy's  Colony.  He  was 
smuggled  abwrd,  and  taken  to  Loodon,  and 
then  out  to  Cupids.  Here  he  met  Maaon  and 
Dermer.  Dermer  knowing  of  the  great  in- 
terest Sir  Ferdinando  took  in  New  England, 
brought  him  home  to  Plj-moath.  From  tbera 
he  went  out  with  Dermec  on  one  of  Gorges' 
expeditions  to  New  England.  He  was  left 
behind  by  Dermer  in  his  native  land. 

When  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  arrived,  they 
were  asiomshed  at  being  accosted  by  an 
Indian  who  spoke  good  English.  Squantum 
was   the   lifelong    friend    and    ally    of   iIm 
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Mason's  tract  on  Newfoundland  is  a  very  quaint  and  valuable  work ; 
it  was  written  between  1618  and  1619,  and  sent  to  his  friend,  Sir  Jo)tn 
Scott,  of  Scots  Tarvet,  Edinburgh,  to  whom  he  had  also  written  in  1617. 

The  map  did  not  appear  in  print  until  1625,  in  Vaughan's  "  Qolden 
Fleece."     It,  however,  was  made  in  1617.     The  letter  is  directed  : — 

"  To  the  Bight  Worshipfull  Ur.  John  Scott  of  ScottiHt«rl»tt,  in  Scotland, 
Director  to  Eia  Ifajeetj'e  Coiut  of  Chancer;  there  at  hia  houae  on  the  Cawsj  of 
Edenborough."  ■ 

After  alluding  to  the  various  hindrances  to  his  duty  as  Governor,  he 
continued ;  — 

"  I  am  now  setting  my  foote  into  that  path  where  I  ended  laet  to  diacoTor  to 
the  westward  of  this  land ;  and  for  two  mouthe  absence  I  have  fitted  mjselfe  with 
a  small  new  galley  of  15  Tonnes  and  to  row  with  fourteen  oarea  (having  loat  one 
former)  we  shall  visit  the  natnralla  [Indiana]  of  the  coautry  with  whom  I  propose 
to  trade  and  thereafter  shall  give  you  a  taete  of  the  event,  hoping  that  with  alt 
Terra  Nova  will  prodnoe  dona  «ova,  to  manifeat  our  gratiflcacion.  Untill  which 
tjme  I  reat  and  shall  remajne  Tuut,  dum  «uu«.    John  Uason. 

The  tract  is  eotitled — 

A 

BRIEFE         DISCOTJBSE 

Of  the  Newfound- land 

with  the  Bitnation,  t«mpeTatare, 

and  commodities  thereof, 

IntdtlDE  oar  D»tf  on  to  Kott 

/bneard  in  that  Aflp 

-fnll  plantation  iMgiuma. 
BoSrs  taun  aiUl  Nt,  iil(lt«  lolr*  noo  wlat  altar. 


A.B. 

■DUBUSOH. 

Frlitad  bj  AndM  Hart.  1810. 


Oiloditt.      Be   taugbl   them   bo«  to   plant  for  bim  thsl  "he  mi^bt  goe  to  ye  Eiig1i«Ii. 

liidiui  corn,  and  to  use  iiiih  niHDure  to  make  man's  God  m  heav^D." 

ii  ([row   well,     Ue    was   their  gaide,   philo-  The  surly  part  of  Bradford's  bistorr  is 

Npher,  md  Iriend ;  cloltied  in  an  old  snldier's  full  of  Stjuantum  and  his  derTJceg  (o  the  'fil- 

uufcom,  Bqnantum'!  heart  snelled  with  im-  grime ;  with  bin  death  tbu  IndioD  trade  for  tbe 

'}  his  fellow  ooantrymen  time  ceased.    When  he  died,in  1622,  he  was 


nelieve  that,  from  clone  asMXtatioa  wiih  the  moet  siacerel;  lamented.    Governor  Bradford 

while  men,  he   had  gained   the  control    of  Mys  bU  useful  tervices  to  tlie  infant  settlemem 

diatMM   and    death ;    that    he    conhl    bring  entitle  bim  to  grateful  remembrauce. 
tfaem    out   of   BiakoeH,  or    bury    them    at  I   am    iutlebled    to    my   friend    Jaue* 

will.  Phinney  Baxter,  B.A.,  for  this  nuie. 

This    remarkable    Indian    spoke    three  'The  full  addtesa:  — 

langna^^  and  had  embraced  four  religioni> ;  "  Deliver  theis, — 

first.  h»    native  beatbenismj  seco.  dly,   the  "I    desire    Mojses    Slaney    to   repaire 

genial  friars  in  Malaga  (in  my  experience,  the  downe  to  Whitehall  with  tbis  letter  and  to 

kindliest  Christians  in  the  world)  made  bim  a  iriquire  for  Sir  Willyam  Alexander,  Master 

good  Catholic ;   Mistress   Anne  Mason  con-  of  the  RequestM  for  Scotland,  and  to  prucare 

rerted  him  into  a  aound  High  Chnrubman  ;  of  him  conTciance  for  this  letter  acoordiogl)." 

floally,  the  Browniats  captured  him  ;  his  last  It  shows  all  the  trouble  that  had  to  be  taken 

reqnett  was  for  Governor  Bradford  to  pray  to  forward  a  letter  in  thoae  days. 
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Mason  begmB  by  describing  tbe  geographical  portion  of  Newfound- 
]aiid ;  next  the  climate.     He  eaya  : — 

"  It  is  fruitful!  enoagh  both  of  sommer  and  winter  come  ....  irbeste,  rye, 
bftrlie,  oates  uid  pease,  which  bare  growen  and  ripened  there  aa  well  and  oa  timely 
as  in  Yorkehire  in  England." 

Thia  is  not  in  tlie  least  exaggerated.  Sir  Terence  O'Brien,  K,C.M.O., 
our  Qovemor,  has  lately  imported  some  Kufisian  wheat ;  the  return  CTOp, 
grown  by  Mr.  Ross,  Grove  Farm,  nhowed  splendid  grain.  Barley,  rye, 
and  oate  are  ripened  every  year  in  Newfoundland  by  our  farmers. 
Spleudid  wheat  has  been  grown  over  and  over  again ;  the  price  of  flour, 
however,  is  so  low  that  there  is  no  inducement  to  grow  it.  Garden 
vcgetaUee,  peas,  beans,  cauliflower,  &:c.,  are  grown  to  perfection. 


From  Vau^n't  Oolden  Fit 


His  description  of  the  wild  fruit  is  also  correct.  Of  the  fishery  he 
says : — 

"  May  bath  herings  ono  equalt  to  2  of  ours,  cants  and  cod  in  good  qnontitj. 
Juno  hath  Caplino  a  tieh  much  reaembling  ameltes  in  forme  and  eating  and  such 
aboundance  drf  on  ehoarc  as  to  lade  cartes,  in  BOme  partes  pretty  store  of  Salmond, 
and  cods  so  tbicke  by  the  ehoare  that  we  ncarlie  have  been  able  to  rowc  a  boate 
through  them,  I  have  killed  of  them  with  a  pike  ;  of  these  three  men  to  B(>a  in  a 
boat  with  some  on  shoare  to  dresse  and  dry  Ihem  in  30  daycs  will  kill  commonlie 


I  A  close  eiaminition  of  thio  map  rIioitb      probably 
that  it  wag  not  constracted  bj  Mason,  all  itt      Bbt   od 
features  being  traceable  in  much  older  maps, 
tbe  oolr  coDtribntion  of  Mason  bein;;  *■  ihe 
great  Lake  ot  Sea" — Fortune  Bay,  which  he 


from  lome  liiU  in  Placentia 
of  hii  exptoriog  expeditions. 
The  map  belongs  to  the  Angle-Dutch  group, 
and  ie  mainly  of  French  origiu. 
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betwixt  25  and  30,000,  worth,  nitb  the  07I0  arieing  from  them,  100  or  130  pound. 
And  the  fish  and  traiae  in  one  harbour  called  Sainct  Jobna  is  yearly  in  the  eummer 
worth  17  or  18  thotiBand  pounds.  Julie  and  bo  till  Kovember  hath  Uacrill  in 
BboondaDoe  one  thereof  as  great  aB  two  of  oure.  August  hath  great  large  Coda, 
bnc  not  in  SDch  aboundance  as  the  smaller,  which  continneth,  with  some  little 
decreaaing  until  December. 

"  I  have  heard  some  countriea  extolled  for  tbeir  two  fowld  Haruest  which 
beare  thou  hast  tho'  in  different  kindo  ;et  both  as  profitable.  .  .  .  that  oountry 
aaf  I  which  in  one  month's  time  with  reasonable  painea  wii  pay  Inndlord'a  rent 
Krnacts  wat^and  all  hoQsehold  charges." 

He  notes  the  four  advantages  that  Newfoundland  possesses  : — 

"  Ist.  The  neorencs  to  our  owne 
home.  In  March  April  and  Uaj, 
which  alwujes  accommodal^  faire 
windea  to  pass  tbetber  in  11  or  20 
days  soldorae  in  30  dajs.  Betom 
in  June  to  NoTr.  in  12,  16,  20  and  Z^/*' 

now  and  then  30  dajs.  ^y 

"  2nd.  Tbe  great  inturcourse  of 
trade  with  our  nation  these  three 
score  years  and  upwards  in  no  small 

number  frequenting  the  Kewfoond-  v/>/fi*  JvC^r'"^ 

land  and  daylie  increasing  imploy-  C/ 

ing  3000  seamen  also  fraiting  300 
ships.  .  .  .  Revenue  to  the 
King  bj  the  cuslomes  of  French 
Spanish  and  Straights  goods  im- 
ported from  iho  proceeds  of  this  fish  1  ^  L^V .  j  /jri  jj.  ,  „ 
trade  at  least  £10,000  yearly.                   k>^^'^^^T'  ^^''^^^'^-^ 

"  3.  The  conueniency  of  tniDs-  \^  ^ 

porting  plantors  at  the  old  rate  10/-  ^^^^      J 

the  man  and  20/-  for  victnals    .    . 
likewise    other    commodities     by 

shippes  that  goe  sackes  at  ten  shillings  per  tanne  out  and  thirtie  sfaillingg  home. 
Whereas  Yirglnia  and  Birmooda  fraightes  Me  fine  poaude  the  man  and  three  pomid 
the  tanno    .    .     . 

"  4.  Secui'ilie  from  Foreign  and  domcsticke  enemies.  Few  saragos  in  the 
north.  None  in  the  south,  by  whom  the  planter  as  ;et  never  suffered  damage. 
Ice  a  bulwark  in  winter.  lu  summer  we  have  nine  or  10,000  of  our  own  nation 
with  mauey  good  and  warlike  shippes  who  must  defend  the  fishing  season  for  their 
living  sake  as  they  have  formerly  done  iu  tho  warres  with  Spaiue." 

"  In  the  roidle  of  the  Month  of  April  many  Ships  arriue  of  the  English,  some 
Frvneh,  and  in  the  midest  of  May  some  PortingalU.  All  which  as  so  many  Beapers 
come  to  the  Haraest,  gathering  in  aboundance  the  wonderfull  blessings  of  the 

"  I  might  heare  further  discoarse  of  our  disooueries,  conference  with  the 
Salnagos  by  Master  lohn  Oye.  their  moner  of  life.  Likewise  of  the  managinge 
our  businesse  in  onr  Plantations,  with  the  descriptions  of  their  sitnations  in 
2.  places  16.  miles  distant  from  other,  on  the  uortbside  thn  bay  of  Conception  ;  of 
the  manner  charge  and  benefite  of  oar  fishings  with  the  senerall  sti-auge  formes, 
and  natures  of  Fishes,  projects  for  making  Yron,  Salt,  Pitch,  Tarre,  Tirpintine, 
Frank-Incense,  Furres,  Hope  of  IVode  with  Saluages  and  such  like,  with  many 
accident«  and  occurrences  in  the  time  of  my  gouerment  there,  but  these  may 
snEGce    as   Verbum  tapienti ;    being  of   snfficieut    truelh  to  remouo  errours  of 
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conceinJDg  the  CoDDtrie  more  pleaaant  by  TepBon  of  bis  Datnrall  efglit  in  the 
Spbeare,  then  it  ii  iudeede,  also  to  convince  &nd  take  away  maliciotu  and 
ecandelona  speeches  of  maligne  personB,  who  ont  of  enuy  to  Q-OD  and  good 
ActioDB  (iiistruot«^d  by  their  father  the  Denill)  haue  sought  to  diapoile  it  of  the 
dewe,  and  blamieh  the  good  name  thereof. 

"  And  laetlie  to  induce  thee,  gentle  Reader,  to  the  trne  oonrideration  thereof 
ae  a  thing  of  great  conseqnence  to  onr  Nation  not  only  at  present,  bat  like  to 
bee  maoh  more  beneficiall  when  the  plaintatione  there  shall  inoreaee,  which  Ood 
grant  to  his  owse  glorie  and  the  good  of  oar  Common- Wealth." 


Fmm  a  priitt  in  fit  B.M. 

In  May  1620  Maaon  received  a  commiBBion  from  the  Admiralty  to 
puppress  the  piratea.  We  do  not  know  how  many  he  seized  in 
Newfoundland,  l)ut  we  have  his  own  account  of  the  capture  of  a  Sallee 
Rover,  the  Good  Fm-tune,  in  Crookhaven  in  1625.' 


e  where  Maaon 


>   BUSHKLL. 


*  COMingBIOH  TO  Maiom 

"  OrsDt  of  a  CommiuioD  from  Georgt, 
Duke  of  BDckiDgham,  liord  Admirsl  &«  &c. 
to  the  Trelsurer  &  Compaoj  of  the  ColoDf 
of  Nevfouadlaad,  (o  take  up  &  press  auch 
shipi  nith  miiriners,  Soldlen,  guunerH,  maui- 
tioas  of  wsr,  Rtorcs  &c  bs  mtij  be  nrcL'turj 
for  ihe  puTpone  of  suppreBsiiiK  pirates  and 
Sea  Rovera,  who  ieterfere  with  (he  sea  traffic, 
&,  plunder  &c  the  merchsut  ships.  That  the 
t*  Treasurer  &  Compauy  are  to  act  forth  in  n 
*oy>ige  to  KewtouDdland  the  good  Kbip  Peter 
4i  Andrew  of  London  of  3S0  toos  bnrthen, 
Cipt.  lohQ  Mason,  &  W-.  Busbell,  niaMer, 
with  men,  ordnance  &c.  for  thv  jiurpoie  of 
takio);  such  pinies  or  Sea  RoTerajt  their  »bipf, 
&  to  bring  such  fhips  into  any  of  our  poits. 
Creeks  Itc.  And  bU  Vice  Admirals,  Jui^ticea 
of  tbo  peace,  Mayors,  Sheriffs,  Constabli's  & 
Gaolers  are  to  aid  &  assist  the  t'  Cap).  John 
HaKui,  &  W"  nuahell,  &  to  carefully  kerp 
any  piratea  in  prison  us  mny  be  brought  to 
ihra),  until  their  trial  to  aiuwer  to  Justice, 


Sl  suffer  the  pains  of  the  law  for  their  piracies, 
or  be  acquitted  (hereof.  And  the  aaid  Com- 
pany ia  authorised  to  take  posseiision  of  such 
ships  as  may  be  captured,  a  moiety  ol  their 
proceeiUto  go  to  the  Admirally  &  the  other 
moiety  to  the  said  Company. 

"  (liven  in  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty 
29  May  IT  K.  Jamen.     A.D.  1680." 

—DfHB.Eliz.  IS90. 

Adnirallif.    Elii.  Jamet  /.  j-  Charlet  I. 
Vol.  837.  n.  30-32. 

Maeon  frallaiitly  captured  a  Ssllre  pirate 
called  the  Harti  Desire  or  (i,.od  Ffortane  Bt 
Crookhaven  in  Ireland,  In  the  report  of  his 
claim  to  the  Adiiiralty  about  the  ship,  which 
was  too  tnoK,"  she  was  coniinualiie  implojed 
in  pyracyea  these  3  ur  4  yearea,  and  their- 
fore  Mr.  Wyen  needs  not  make  any  scruple 
to  proceed  legallye  to  a  condemnation."  It 
appears  the  Admiralty  case  came  before  tlin 
)creat  Sir  John  Kliot,  Vice  Admiral  of  Devou. 
Eliot  distini^isbed  himself  by  the  captore  of 
piralcK,  especially  oee  Nuttj  tbil  corsair  had 
powerful  frieuds  at  Court,  and,  at  his  sait, 
Kliot  was  ImpriHinod. 
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Mason,  like  Guy,  was  young,  reetleas,  and  ambitious ;  his  little  book 
Btirred  up  a  Colonial  fever  amongai  his  Scotch  friends.  On  his  visit  to 
England  in  1621  he  found  his  services  in  requisition ;  Buckingham 
wanted  a  capable,  reliable  man  aa  Treasurer  for  the  Navy,^  and  so  poor 
Newfoundland  lost  a  ruler  under  whose  prudent  and  energetic  sway 
her  destinies  might  have  been  completely  changed.  Pi-obably  sweet 
Mistress  Anne  Mai^on,  a  High  Churchwoman,  influenced  the  gallant 
Governor ;  she  found  Cupids  and  the  long  preaching  of  Erasmus  Stourton 
rather  dull,  and  longed  for  a  livelier  existence  in  London.*  Even  the 
pleasant  trips  and  picnics  up  Southern  River  did  not  reconcile  her  to 
banishment  from  England. 

Guy's  Company  appears  to  have  existed  up  to  1628,  at  least.  In  that 
year  we  find  ne^tiations  going  on  between  Slaney  the  treasurer,  through 
a  Dr.  Meadus  and  Lord  and  Lady  Conway,  about  a  purchase  of  part  of 
their  grant  On  June  27th,  1628,  Dr.  Ueadus  writes  to  Lady  Conway ; — 
"  Have  oonrerredirith  Mr.  Paine  about  the  Nenfonndland  basineas;  he  will 
part  wltli  his  Fresidentsbip  if  John  Slaney,  Ihe  Governor  of  the  whole  land, 
eonaenta.  Hopes  of  mineB  of  iron  and  silver  in  Newfoundland ;  preaent  proGt  by 
fishing,  fare  and  sardaparilla." 

There  is  another  letter  on  June  30th  on  the  same  subject.  In 
1637  EamiltoD  and  Kirke's  grant  recites  that  all  the  patentees  had 
abandoned  Newfoundland.     This  statement,  however,  is  doubtful. 

All  writers  on  Newfoundland  history,  except  Chief  Justice  Reeves, 
seem  to  have  gone  entirely  astray  on  the  subject  of  the  various 
colonisation  companies  in  the  reigns  of  James  and  Charles  I.  A  study 
of  the  records  and  various  writers  would  have  shown  them  how  these 
different  projects  were  founded,  and  how  long  they  existed.  Bishop 
Howley  speaks  of  the  Alderman's  Colony  having  been  abandoned  some 
ten  or  twelve  years  previous  to  Lord  Baltimore's  settlement  in  Ferry- 
land,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  M.  Harvey  says,  "  We  have  no  authentic  account 
of  Guy's  settlement"  Evidently  they  were  unaware  of  the  existence  of 
the  books  of  Mason,  Hayman,  and  Vaughan  on  this  subject  Reeves 
gives  distinctly  the  boundaries  of  Baltimore's  grant  The  Rev.  Dr.  M. 
Harvey  says  Lord  Baltimore  obtained  a  grant  of  the  whole  southern 
peninsula    of    Newfoundland    between    Trinity   and    Flacentia   Bays ; 

'  It  was  in  MaMn'a  house  Back iagbam       "  Sweet  creKtiuea,  did  jod  tmlj  nodentand 
wu  Btablwd  b;  FeltoD. 

'  Kobert  Hayitiiui,  a  poet  of  the  Qui^; 
and  SwaDborough  type,  in  163B  thus  »d- 
dreued  her:  — 

"  To  all  thow  worthy  woman  who  hare 
any  deaiie  lo  live  in  Newfoundland  specially  i  wish  you,  when  yon  go,  ftire  wind,  fairo 

to   the   modeit   and    discceet   geallewontan  weather." 

Miitress  Mason  wife  to  Captaine  Mason  who  Quodlibeli  (ISSBI  II  Bk  p  81. 

liied  there  divers  jeerea :  ■»  \         /»  r. 
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Bishop  Howley,  more  cautious,  quotes  from  Kirke,  nnd  says  Baltimore's 
grant  '"  applies  to  the  whole  peainsula  of  Avalon,  aud  this  is  the 
common  opinion  of  nearly  all  historians."  Richardson,  he  quotes  as 
contending  that  Baltimore  obtained  the  whole  Island.  Then  his  Lord- 
ship goes  on  to  prove  that  Baltimore  estahliahed  the  CatlioUc  religion 
in  Newfoundland— a  pure  fiction.  His  further  statements  (p.  80),  that 
Guy's  Colony  "  failed  through  the  incursions  of  the  Indians,"  and  that 
Baltimore  bought  out  the  Company  in  1621  (p.  82),  are  entirely  opposed 
to  the  evidence  in  the  Records. 

All  the  time  there  was  extant  and  well  known,  Baltimore's  grant 
Dnd  the  exact  boundaries  of  his  province.  Fedley  attributes  the  large 
proporttOQ  of  Irishmen  and  the  influence  of  Roman  Catholics  in  this 
countiy  to  I/iril  Falkland's  Company,  a  bogus  concent  that  fell  flat  on 
the  market ;  its  prospectus  will  be  given  later  on. 

Fortunately,  we  have  at  hand  all  the  materials  to  correct  these 
errors.  No  less  than  six  colonies  exi&ted  in  Newfoundland  during  the 
reign  of  James  I.  Guy's,  the  parent 
Colony;  "Bristol's  lEope,"  an  otfshoot 
ftom  Guy's  at  Harbour  Grace;  a 
distinct  Colony  of  £t.  John's,  extend- 
ing south  from  Cape  St.  Francis  to 
Petty  Hai-bour,  and  to  the  present 
Holyrood ;  Vaughan's  Colony,  with 
head-quarters  at  Trepassey ;  Falkland's 
comprising  part  of  Trinity  Bay,  called 
North  Falkland  and  South  Falkland, 
between  Renews  and  Aquaforte;  and 
latttly,  Baltimore's  Plantation.  The 
exact  division  of  Baltimore's  grant 
is  ^iven,  and  it  will  be  seen  fjom 
these  niitiute  boundaries,  how  small 
a  portion  of  Avalon  he  really  pos- 
sessed. Though  Guy  had  a  large 
nominal  grant,  the  territory  in  his 
actual  po.sficssion  was  very  limited, 
and  is  desciibed  in  Baltimore's 
boumls.  The  sale  to  Sir  William 
Vaughnn  in  161G  by  Guy's  Company 
was  part  of  the  peninsula  of  Avalon  bet«  een  Petty  Harbour  and  Capo 
Race,  extending  across  to  Placentia  Bay, 

Sir  William  Vaughan,  D.C.L. — a  brother  of  Lord  Carberrj',  celebrated 
as  the   host  of  Jeremy  Taylor,  at   Golden  Grove,  Carmaiihenshire — ■ 
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fouDded  his  Wehh  colony  in  Trepassey  Harbour,  naming;  it  "  Cambriol 
Colchos,"  and  "  Golden  Gfove  "  after  their  ancient  seat,  and  "  Vau^han's 
Cove,"   oa  we  may  see  it  marked  on  Mason'a  map  of  1617.     Vaughan 


sent   over  his  first   batch   of  emigrants   la   this   year,   and    in    161S 
Whitboume,  it  appears,  came  out  with  another  detachment. 

He  informs  us  : — 

"  I  Bailed  thither  in  a  shippe  of  my  own  which  waa  victualled  by  that  gentleman 
myself  and  some  others.  We  likewise  did  set  forth  another  shippe  for  a  fishing 
voyage  which  also  carried  some  victuals  for  those  people  which  had  bean  formerly 
sent  to  inhabit  there,  bat  this  ahip  was  intercepted  by  an  English  erring  cuptaino 

[»    Pirate]  that  went  forth  with   Sir  Walter  Havrleigh whereby 

the    fishing    voyage    of   both    our   shippes   was  overthrown   and  the   Plantation 
hindered." 

Poor  Sir  William  Vaughan,  after  remaining  out  in  Newfoundland 
some  year*  and  spending  his  time  writing  his  remarkable  works,  through 
want  of  means  was  first  compelled  to  sell  a  block  of  land  to  Lord 
Falkland ;  this  piece  was  six  miles  wide,  extending  from  Renews  to  a 
point  between  Fermeute  and  Aquaforte,  and  thence  extending  in  two 
parallel  lines  west  to  Plaeent.a  Bay.  After  making  this  sale,  Vaughan 
disposed  of  the  remaining  northern  portion  of  his  big  territory  to 
Lord  Baltimore.  They  had  been  friends  and  fellow  students  at  Oxford, 
and  quite  in  a  natural  way,  aa  one  pawns  off.  a  worthless  horse  on  a 
friend,  so  Sir  William  sold  a  large  portion  of  his  grant  at  a  very  high 
price  to  Lord  Baltimore, 
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Wliitboume  gives  a  sorry  deacription  of  Vaughim's  colonists  : — 
"  For  certainly  I  bare  already  seea  and  known  hy  experience  that  the  desirel 
plantation  can  never  b«  made  beneficial  bj  anch  idle  followa  as  I  found,  there  in 
1618  when  I  wu  there  with  power  by  virtue  of  a  grannte  from  the  Patentees, 
which  people  had  remained  there  a  whole  yeere  before  I  came  theare  or  knew  anj 
or  tbera  and  never  applied  themselves  to  uiy  commendable  thing,  no  not  bo  much 
aa  to  make  tbemaelveB  a  house  to  lodge  in,  but  lay  in  anch  cold  and  simple  rooms 
all  the  winter  aa  the  fishermen  had  formerly  built  there  for  their  necessary  occasions 
the  yeere  before  those  men  arrived  there." 

These  wretcLed  emigranta  appear  to  have  ruine'l  poor  Vaughnn ; 
instead  of  lofiking  after  their  work  and  superintending  their  labours  the 
learned  Sir  William  was  busy  ^ 

prepxringhis  fantastic  works ; 
friends  in  England  advised 
him  that  the  best  chance  for 
selling  his  books  was  to  give 
them  cimouE  titles,  thus  we 
liave  his  "  Newlander's  Cure  " 
and  his"  Golden  Fleece,"  most 
extraordinary  medleys  about 
religion,  medicine,  and  coloni- 
sation. King  James  appears 
to  have  been  generous  and 
kind  to  this  remarkable  exile, 
a  great  scholar  and  most 
absurd  pedant,  after  the 
king's  own  heart.     A  grant 

was   made    to    him    in    bis 

BUTmoBB  una. 
extreme  need,  and  partly  at  _      _. 

his    instance,   in   1623,   two 

men  of  war  were  sent  out  to  convoy  the  Newfoundland  fleet  home. 

The  names  given  by  Vaughan  and  Lord  Falkland  to  the  southern 
shore  have  entirely  disappeai-ed ;  all  the  other  official  colonisation  Bchemes, 
from  Bacon  to  Baltimore  and  Kirke,  failed.  Tliey  had  elaborate  charters 
prepared  in  the  chambers  of  kings:  princes  and  potentates  lent  the 
weight  of  their  names  and  dignity  to  these  great  state  documents ;  they 
offered  cotirt  barons,  court  leet,  and  territorial  aggrandisement  to  their 
associates ;  later  ou  they  had  those  remarkable  dignitaries,  the  Nova 
Scotia  Baronets ;  all  these  fantastic  titles  and  aristocratic  forms,  the 
devices  of  pnncipalities  and  powers,  faded  and  died  away  in  the  rude 
free  air  of  the  Colonies.  None  of  the  great  patentees,  from  Gilbert  to 
Baltimore,  exercised  the  least  permanent  influence  on  the  history  of 
the  Colouy,  least  of  all  Baltimore ;   he   camo  and   stayed   an   uneasy 
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di9(>onteiit(>d  stay  of  two  seasons ;  all  his  company  ot  forty  persona  left 
the  colony  together,  and  then  his  Lordsliip  and  his  apmioary  priests' 
and  his  noble  retinue  and  his  Welsh  colonists  vanish  from  our  annals. 

There  has  been  much  acrimonious  discussion  about  Calverii's  char- 
acter ;  on  one  side  he  is  lauded  as  a  saint,  whilst  some  extreme  writers 
have  denounced  him  as  a  bigot.  Witli  his  bastard  eon  he  can  hardly 
be  set  down  as  a  saint,  but  he  was  far  ahead  of  his  age  in  euligfatenment ; 
his  religion  was  real  and  sincere ;  his  zeal  for  the  Ciitholic  faith  was 
genuine  and  honest,  it  was  opposed  to  all  his  worldly  interests, 

I'he  truth  is  that,  though  an  amiable,   geutle  and  honest  man  in 
private  life,  in  public  affairs  Baltimore  was  a  weak  man ;  in  Parlia- 
ment he  prostituted  his  talents  for  Court  favour ;  he  was  undoubtedly 
brave  and   aa   enthusiastic  pioneer 
in  colonisation,  but  the   rude   life 
and   rough  winds  of  Avalon  were 
morally  and  physically  too  strong 
for  him ;    he  was  neither  an  epich 
maker     nor    an     empire     founder, 
simply  an  honest  religious  Cavalier. 
The   treatment   of   his   son  by  the 
Stuarte,   whom   the   father  had   so 
loyally  and  abjectly  served,  is  one 
of  the   most   treacherous   and   dis- 
honourable acts  of  Charles  I. 

St.  John's  and  the  neighbour- 
hood, from  Petty  Harbour  on  the 
south  around  by  Cape  St.  Francis 
to  Holyrood,  Conception  Bay,  was 
the  first  settled  part  of  the  Island  ; 
from  the  very  earliest  times  St. 
John's  was  the  capital,  the  metro- 
polis and  head-quarters  of  the  great  »'="  ">="  biltimohb. 
fishery  and  exchange  carried  on  in  Fro<»wtiuor-t},:d:C.B.iifAmtriea. 
Newfoundland ;  the  rendezvous  for 

all  the  convoys,  it  was  connected  with  the  neighbouring  settlements  by 
rude  paths  cut  through  the  woods. 

Newfoundland  was  colonised  not  by  aristocratic  and  lantastic  paten- 
tees, but  by  hard-working  humble  settlers  from  the  West  of  Englimd; 
oppressed  by   the  harsh  laws  of   the  Stuarts,  and  peraecuted   by  the 

'  The  Sonthampton  Records  show  that  SoulhamptoH  Afunicipial  ^rcAiDei— Book  of 
OQB  of  Baltimore's  priests  came  home,  under  Eatmi nations,  Infurmadons,  sod  Depositiuus. 
M   Msnmed   name,  id  August   1629.— (See      No.  4S,  A.D.  1622  to  1649). 
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western  adventurers,  they  clung  with  sturdy  tenacity  to  the  land  they 
had  made  their  home.  From  the  very  eaidiest  times  they  carried  on  a 
i-ude  kind  of  agriculture,  raised  vegetables,  and  reared  cattle  and  swine. 
They  lived  in  the  midst  of  a  rude  plenty,  game  and  fish  being  simply  in 
unlimited  supply.  The  settlements  were  very  much  scattered,  and  these 
hardy  pioneei-s,  most  skilful  in  woodcraft,  traversed  the  country  in  nil 
directions,  made  visits  to  each  other — "  cruizing  "  it  is  etill  called  in 
this  country.' 

Baudoin  says : — 

"The  Frencli  deem  the  country  jro passable.  Not  bo  theEnglieh;  thoy  know 
it  perftctly,  even  that  part  which  belongs  to  France,  for  they  gnided  ns  everywhere 
through  the  n'ood?  and  along  the  coAsta,  where  for  more  than  one  ktntdreJ  and 
ninety  le.igues  they  have  roads  beaten  fit  for  horseback."  ' 

Many  peculiarities  of  the  Colony  can  be  traced  back  to  our 
Devonshire  forefathera  There  are  no  lakes  in  the  West  of  England, 
only  ponds,  so  all  our  lakes  are  all  called  ponds;  they  hadnogrou«e, 
80  our  willow  gi-ouse  has  always  been  most  erroneously  called  a 
partridge;  our  people  possess  remarkable  skill  as  mecbnnics,  mostly 
self-taught.  The  first  winter  crews  left  in  the  Colony,  who  became 
permanent  settlers,  were  ship  and  house  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  &c. 
Our  fishermen's  manual  dexterity  is  no  doubt  partly  inherited  skill, 
and  partly  arises  from  necessity— the  mother  of  invention. 

It  was  doubtless  owing  to  harsh  laws  and  the  hostility  of  the 
Devonshire  ship-fishermen  that  the  settlers  phinted  their  homes  in 
creek's  and  coves;  where  ships  could  not  safely  lie.  In  these  open 
roadsteads  they  were  free  from  molestation.  This  explains  the  early 
settlement  of  such  pluces  as  Torbay,  Pouch  Cove,  Grates,  and  Bonavista, 
M'hich  soon  became  large  settlements.  Official  returns  about  the  popula- 
tion are  misleading ;  the  settlers  purposely  concealed  their  numbers  from 
the  navul  authorities.  We  notice  a  great  discrepancy  between  tlie 
nuinl  era  as  given  by  the  Fiench  AbW  Baudoin  and  the  official  census. 

'Ibe  year  1615  marks  the  first  primitive  attempt  to  create  a  formal 
court  of  justice  in  Newfoundland;  our  old  friend  Sir  Bichard 
Wliitboumo  was  sent  out  to  hold  couiis  of  Vice-Admiralty  in  the 
Colony ;  it  was  all  caiTied  out  at  the  poor  old  captain's  own  expense ; 
he  had  not  so  much  as  a  bum-ljailiff  to  serve  process,  or  a  room  to 
hold  court  in,  or  any  power  whatever  to  enforce  his  decrees.  Was 
there  ever  such  an  absurd  plan  of  governing  a  country,  maintaining 
order,  and  administering  justice,  as  this  cheap  device  of  King  James ! 

'  A     lady    sent    her    eerrnnt — an    out-      '' The  MistreRs  wants  to  knoir, 'Mam,' ifyoit 
hirbnur  man — to  nsk  i  friend  lo  go  calling      will  go  cmiiing  with  her  Ibis  an«mw>D." 
with   her.    The    meEBage   delivered  was:—  '  BxvDOiH'e  MS.  Viarg,  Qatbee  MSS. 
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Most  extraordinary  things  have  been  done  in  modern  times  in  the 
Colony;  early  in  thia  century  an  ardent  liberal  medico  started  on  a 
pan  of  ice  to  aid  Ypsilanti,  the  Greek  patriot.  This  project  was  hardly 
a  wilder  scheme  than  Whitboume's  Vice -Admiralty  Court. 

Of  course  it  was  the  duty  of  the  douglity  Sir  Richard  to  magnify 
his  duties,  and  filled  with  all  the  dignity  of  office,  and  rejoicing  in  the 
confidence  of  his  sovei-eign,  he  tells  us,  in  his  own  inimitable  way,  the 
result  of  his  judicial  round  of  lectures  to  the  wild  rovers  and  daring 


From  Spud"!  Protpict,  i6io. 

adventurers  that  then  carried  on  the  Newfoundland  trade ;  no  doubt 
they  listened  to  the  old  mariner  with  respect,  and  all  promised  to 
behave  themselves.  During  the  next  two  or  three  years  disorders  were 
worse  than  ever, 

Whitboume  tells  us : — 

'  I  aet  forth  from  the  Port  of  Exoetcr  on  tho  11th  May  1615  in  a  Bark 
Tictnailed  and  manned  with  11  men  and  boyes  at  my  own  charge  ;  on  tho  4th  June 
being  Trinity  Sunday,  I  anchored  in  Trinity  Hiirbonr  and  there  in  tha  name  of  the 
Holy 'and  Indinidiiall  Trinity  I  called  together  by  virtue  of  my  commission  the 
mastere  of  the  English  shipa  there  lying,  and  so  began  to  hold  tho  firat  Court  of 
Admiralty  in  yoar  Majesty's  name  that  over  iras  as  I  beheve  holdcn  in  that 
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Coantrj  to  the  use  of  any  Christiau  Priooe  and  proceeded  therein  according  to 
course  of  law  as  the  tcnonr  of  my  commiaBion  did  warrant  me  therein ;  also  in 
other  Harbonrs  of  the  said  Coast  1  did  the  like."  ' 

Having  carefully  inquired  into  the  disorders  committed  on  the 
coast,  the  masters  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  English  ships  "  delivered 
to  the  Court,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  their  preeentments,"  which  in 
turn  Whitboume  transferred  to  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty.  These 
prcseDtments  are  summarised  under  twelve  heads  ;  the  most  important 
were : — 

"  Non-obserranoe  of  the  Sabbath  Day. 

"  Injory  to  the  Harbonrs  b}-  casting  into  th«m  large  stones. 

"  Destruying  fishing  stages  and  hnts. 

"  Monopoly  of  conTonient  space. 

"  Entering  the  service  of  other  coantrles. 

"  Bnrning  woods. 

"  And  lastly  Idleness  parent  of  all  erils."  ' 

The  masters  who  put  their  presentments  on  record  declared  that 
the°e  disorders  should  cease.  Tlius  ended  this  legal  farce.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  old  Whitboume  got  through  his  cases  in  what  an  old  bailiff 
used  to  call  a  "  summinary  "  manner,  so  as  to  enable  him  and  his  crew 
to  get  a  load  of  fish  when  he  threw  off  the  burthen  of  his  judicial 
dignity. 

Whitboume  is  the  Captain  John  Smith  of  our  colonial  history ;  like 
his  great  prototype — the  most  picturesque  figure  in  the  annals  of 
Virginia — he  was  a  devout  High  Churchman,  an  utter  despiser  of 
Brownists,  Puritans,  and  all  other  new-fangled  religions,  a  sound  high- 
hearted Englishman,  devoted  to  his  country  and  her  ancient  Colony ; 
like  Smith  he  was  everything  by  turns — sailor,  tmveller,  author,  judge, 
and  colonial  governor;  in  his  last  years  we  can  fancy  the  fine  old 
mariner  sitting  in  his  pleasant  cottage  at  Exmouth,  within  sound  of  the 
sea  lie  loved  so  well,  writing  with  his  crabbed  old  hand  : — 

"  A  relation  of  the  Newfoundland  with  a  more  ample  discovery  of  (hat  Conntry 
than  ener  was  yet  set  foorth  to  the  open  viewe,  together  with  the  Briefes  or 
snch  Fresentments  as  were  there  taken  to  nse  of  yonr  Majestie,  by  vertne  of  a 
commission  vnder  the  Broad  Seale  of  the  Admiraltie  directed  to  me  Richard 
■Whitbonme." ' 

He  concludes  his  work  with  an  eloquent  appeal  to  the  King  : — 

"  And  these  excellent  beneSts  distribate  themselaes,  between  yonr  Maieetie 
and  yonr  Snbiects :  yonr  Higbnesse  part  will  be  the  Honenr  of  the  Action ;  the 
accesse  of  Territory,  increase  of  strength  and  power,  adnautage  against  other 
Princes,  anjnnentation  of  Eenenew,  and  ease  of  yonr  Maiesties  Kingdomes,  &c. 
The  Snbieots  part  will  be  the  bettering  and  secnring  of  their  Trade ;  inriching 
of  tbemselnes  j  reliefe  of  other  Trades ;  and  a  meanes  of  fnrther  DisoonerieB. 


'  WniTBonHHR's  Diteourie, 
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B  nt  theae  two  hane  a  relation  and  dependency,  tlie  one  on  the  othnr.  that 
mither  can  subaiBt  withont  the  other.  I  will  not  thererore  diuide  your  Itaieslie 
fmm  yoar  Snbieotg ;  your  Highnesae  prosperitie  being  their  happinesse ;  snd  their 
vealth,  ynnr  Uaiealiee  riches, 

"  The  first  thing  which  ia  to  be  hoped  for,  and  which  huth  ener  hoen  jonr 
Uaiestiea  principall  care,  is  the  propagation  of  the  Ghrititinn  faith  :  and  by  that 
meanea  onely,  the  poore  Tnbeleeuing  Inhabitants  of  that  Countrey  may  be 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  a  cinitl  kinde  of  gonernement :  and  it  is 
not  a  thing  imposaible,  bat  that  from  those  slender  beginnings  which  may  bee 
made  in  New-fo and- land,  all  the  regions  adioynina  (which  betweene  this  place, 
and  the  conntries  actually  possessed  liy  the  King  of  Spaine,  and  to  the  north  of 
New-found-land,  are  ao  spacious  as  all  Europe)  maj  be  conuerted  to  the  true 
worship  of  God. 

*'  The  next  ia,  the  yniting  of  a  Conntrey  so  beneficiall  already,  and  so 
promising  mto  yonr  Ifaiesties  Crowne,  without  bloodshed,  charge,  or  rsurpation, 
which  moat  needs  be  a  perpetuall  Honour  to  yonr  Maiestie,  in  all  succeeding 
ages ,'  neither  will  it  be  an  Honour  one! j  to  your  EigbneHse,  but  a  benefit 
to  the  State,  by  a  new  accesse  of  Dominion.  And  what  Prince  can  enlarge 
his  Territories  by  a  more  easie  and  more  inst  meanss  then  this,  seeing  that 
of  right  it  appertaiueth  to  your  Uaieatie,  and  therefore  deserues  to  be 
imbraced  ? 

"  Now  if  it  please  your  most  escellect  Maiestie  not  onely  to  lend  your  care 
to  a  Proiect  of  this  nature,  but  also  to  approne  the  mutter  proiected,  and  vouchsafe 
the  furtheranoe  therein,  the  which  oat  of  my  scales  denotion,  and  zealous  affection 
to  do  eeruice  to  your  Maiestie  and  your  Kingdomes,  I  tender  on  mj  knees ;  most 
humbly  beseeching  your  HighnesBe,  both  to  accept  of  my  honest  and  zealous 
intent,  as  also  to  pardon  my  boldnesee  and  presumption  therein ;  for  it  ia,  and  so 
hath  ener  been  my  resolution,  rather  to  beare  the  burden  of  pouerby,  than  instly 
to  deaerue,  or  gine  cause  of  reproach ;  and  to  aubieot  all  the  cbyes  of  my  life,  and 
the  manifold  dangers  thereof,  thereby  to  approne  my  selfe  a  profitable  member, 
both  to  yonr  Maiestie,  and  to  my  countrey  that  gaue  mee  my  first  brefith ;  for 
which  onely  cause  I  bane  adventured  to  publish  this  my  simple  and  plaine 
Bisconrse,  wherennto  my  very  conscienco  hath  a  long  time,  and  etill  doth  not 
forbeare  to  soUicite  me. 

"  The  proaecntion  and  perfection  of  the  worke,  I  leane  to  the  pleaaure  of 
God,  and  yonr  Maiesties  happy  directions,  in  the  discourse  and  disconery  whereof, 
if  I  haue  either  been  tedious,  or  any  other  way  offensine,  it  is  to  be  imputed 
to  my  want  of  learning:  and  so,  though  perhaps  I  doe  not  satisfie  some  mea's 
curiositiea,  yet  I  hope  I  haue  sufficiently  informed  their  iudgements ;  and  beseech 
God  to  incline  their  affections  to  the  fortherance  of  ao  pious  and  ao  profitable  a 
businesse,  as  this  appeareth  to  be. 

"  And  BO  I  rest,  and  euer  will  remaine,  a  futbAill  and  loyall  Snbieot  to  your 
Uaieatie,  an  hearty  and  true  loner  of  my  Countrey,  and  a  zealous  wellwuher  to 
this  intended  plantation. 

"  KlCHABD  WHITBOnENE."' 

With  a  fcwinkle  in  iaa  humorous  old  eye  he  tells  ub  of  the 
"inosquitoa  ":— 

"  Thoae  flies  aeeme  to  hare  a  greate  power  ftnd  anthority  upon  all  loyterinfc 
people  that  come  to  the  Newfoundland;  for  they  have  the  property,  that  when 
tbey  find  any  snch  lying  lazily,  or  sleeping  in  the  Woods,  they  will  presently  bee 

'  WHiTBOuanE's  Diico«r»t. 
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more  nimble  to  seize  od  them,  tb&n  anj  Sargeant  irill  bee  to  Brrest  a  man  for  debt ; 
neither  will  thej  leave  stinging  or  Baoking  cut  the  blood  of  sach  slnggarda,  nntill 
like  a  beadle  they  bring  h'm  to  hie  Master,  where  hee  ehoatd  labour  ;  ia  which 
time  of  loitering  tbose  ftiea  will  ao  brand  HQch  idle  persona  in  iheir  facoe,  that  thej 
may  be  known  from  othera  aa  the  Turks  doe  their  alavcs."  * 

Whitbourne's  book,  with  ita  quaiat  conceits,  took  the  fancy  of  King 
James,  himself  a  "  Eoyall  and  noble  Author ";  he  gave  him  the  sole 
right  of  printing  and  selling  it  for  twenty-one  years,  and  orders  were 
sent  to  the  archbishops  for  its  distribution  in  every  parish  in  the 
kingdom.  Our  auth'jr  seems  to  have  made  some  profit  out  of  his  work, 
as  there  were  no  less  than  seven  editions  of  the  book  published 
between  1021  and  1623. 

The  last  we  hear  of  old  Sir  Ricliaid  is  a  petition  to  the  Stuarts  for 
a  small  post  under  the  Crown  as  inspector  of  provisions  for  the 
merchant  ships;  he  asks — 

"  To  be  allowed  to  superintend  the  orderly  salting  and  preserving  of  victnala 
cr  the  well  baking  of  biekett  brend,  the  tymelie  and  well  breewjng  of  beare,  and  also 
the  filling  of  swpct  casks  for  the  aame.  In  which  kind  of  employment  he  has  had 
long  experience." 

He  also  prays  to  be  appointed  superintendent  of  one  of  ihe  western 
ports,  or  to  get  command  of  a  ship  ;  he  proposes  a  method,  at  no  charge 
to  His  Majesty  or  to  His  Majesty's  subjects,  for  keeping  two  men  of 
war  and  pinnaces  for  the  protection  of  the  Newfoundlnnd  fishery. 
Whitbouine's  relations  belonged  to  Widdecome,  in  Devon,  where  many 
yeomen  of  his  kith  and  kin  lie  buried.  There  is  no  monument  to  mark 
the  last  resting  place  of  the  poor  old  battered  and  decayed  Elizabethan 
hero,  our  constant  ally  and  friend.  Sir  Richard  Whitboume.* 

Lonl  Falkland,  the  nominal  head  of  the  Dublin  Company  for 
colonising  Newfoundland,  must  not  be  confounded  with  his  son,  the 

'  ^Vuitbouhse'b  Uhrvurse.  encloses  a   certiGcMe   of    his  good  services 

'  1626,  November  10,  in  a  Petition  to  and  losses." 
the    Dake   of   Buckingham,   in  the  rci|:u  at  Wliitboume  was  prohaMy  knigbted  for 

Charles  1.  (contained  in  Ihe  Cateodar  of  Slate  bis   "  Large  Discourse  "  und  his  senices  in 

pEpers),   Wbitboume   stulee:    "A   traieller  Ihe  Arnuda  fight,  which  he  states  "ia  to  be 

and  adventurer  into  foreign  countries  at  15  seen   recorded   in   the  book  at   Whitehall." 

years  of   sige,  he    wa*   captain    of  a   good  For  Ihis  sturdy  old  sailor  every  Newfoutid- 

vhip  of  his  own  in  1SB8,  and  reiiilered  good  lauder  should  feel  a  deep  sfTeclion.     His  love 

service ;  bus  often  been  greatly  wronged  by  for  our  island  was  wouderful ;  through  good 

pirates     in   Newfoundland,    where    ho    was  report  and  evil  report  be  alnajs  stood  by  us  ; 

suhsequeutty   eniploj-ed,  hy  commission,  tor  his  description  of  the  Colony  is  in  the  main  a 

Ihe  reformation   of  abuses  yearly  committca  true    report,   aud   agrees  with  contemporary 

there,    and   other    special    affairs    on    Ibat  accounts    of     Peikham,    Mason,    Vauvlian, 

coast  i  wrote   a  large    discourse,  which   was  HiiyeB,  &c. ;  be   threw  in   a  few   won^rful 

presented  to  King  James,  and  ordered  lo  be  tales,   such    as    (he    "  Marmiude "  and   the 

printed    and     distribulcd    in    every    purish  "  Mosquito,"  to  tickle  the  ears  of  the  ground- 

Ihroughout    England,   to    show   the  benefits  lings.    The  Hon.  B.  Uond  did  suitable  respect 

of   setiling  a   plaiitalion    there.      Has   been  to    the   memory   of   the    fild    "  Worthy    6t 

Iwice    lo   that    country   lo   help    advance  a  Devon,"    by    naming   our    Bret    important 

plantation    underiaken    by    Lord    Falkland  :  railway  junction  "  Wbitboume." 
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distioguiBhed  patriot  and  hero  of  the  Civil  War.  Falkland's  colonisation 
Kcbeme  embraced  a  settlement  between  Baltimore's  and  Vaughan'a  colony  : 
it  extended  six  miles  wide  from  a  straight  line  drawn  half-way  between 
Aquaforte  and  Fermeuse  to  Placentia  Bay,  and  a  similar  line  drawn 
west  on  the  southern  boundary. 

Henry  Gary,  the  first  Lord  Falkland,  was  made  Lord  Deputy  of  Ire- 
land by  James  I. ;  he  was  a  man  of  considerable  literary  ability,  and  took 
a  deep  interest  in  schemes  for  colonising  America ;  the  organisation  of  his 
colony  was  carried  out  by  his  associates  ;  he  appears  to  have  taken  very 
little  active  part  in  the  company.     The  colonists  were  like  the  uncivilized 
Welsh  brought  out  by  Wynne ;  it  was  the  custom  of  the  age  to  capture 
men  for  all  kinds  of  service,  and  in  all  probability 
Vaughan's  settlers  and  Falkland's  colonists  were 
simply  corralled  like  so  many  cattle,  and  sent 
out    to    the   new   settlement.      There  was    no 
practical  fai-mer  to  teach  them  how  to  clear  the 
land  ;  they  were  green  hands,  and  no  use  at  the 
fishery ;    it  is  no  marvel,  therefore,  to  find,  after 
reading  Whitboume's  account  of  their  idleness, 
and  Hayman's  description  of  their  management, 
and  the  dishonesty  of  agents  like  Wynne  and 
Powell,  that  they  were  failures ;  these  causes, 

combined  with  the  want  of  a  practical,  energetic,  "■"' """  s*i.KLiBD. 

experienced  man  at  the  head  of  aflairs,  fully         ^""""s^t^!^  "^^ 
explains    why   these    aristocratic    schemes   to 

colonise  Newfoundland  did  not  succeed.  We  can  admire  the  enthusiasm 
that  set  them  on  foot,  the  eloquent  language  with  which  they  wei-e 
recommended  to  the  public ;  the  colonies  were  fettled  by  poor  hard- 
working fearless  men,  not  by  these  courtiers  and  enthusiastic  writers 
or  the  poor  slaves  they  sent  out  to  people  the  New  World.  Not  a 
vestige  of  these  colonies  now  remain ;  all  the  fantastic  names  of  New 
Falkland,  Cambriol  Colchoa,  Vaughan's  Cove,  Brittaniola,  &c.,  with  the 
one  exception  of  Baltimore's  Avalon,  have  disappeared  from  the  maps, 
and  there  is  not  a  Welsh  family  remaining  on  the  whole  southern  shor.! 
of  Newfoundland,  except  the  honoured  family  of  Williams  of  Bay 
Bulla 

Lord  Falkland's  proposals  were  printed  in  a  book  entitled  ; — 
"  A.  abort  discourse  of  the  New-found-land  contayning  diverse  reasons  nnil 
iodncementB  for  tho  planting  of  that  countre^. 

"  Pabliehed  for  the  Batiatactioo  of  all  such  as  shall  be  willing  to  be  adventurera 
it)  the  said  Plantation. 

"  Dublin :  Printed  bj  Ihe  Societie  of  Stationere  JtDC.XXIII. 
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"  To  tbo  Bigbt  Hiin.  Hcnrj  Lo.  C&ry  Yiaconnt  Falkland  Lo.  Depntie  Qenerall 
of  Ireland  and  one  of  TTia  Uajeatiea  moat  honourable  privie  Conncell  in  tlie  B«aline 
of  England. 
"  My  Lord, 

"  I  present  with  tbe  viewof^oar  judicious  oenenre  the  short  Disooarse  or  rather 
an  abstract  of  a  discourse,  intended  only  as  a  eatisfaotion  onto  snch  as  may  bo 
willing  to  jo;^ ne  with  jour  Lordship  in  so  noble  a  deaigne  as  is  the  ])lantatiaii  of 
the  Newfouudland,  wherein  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  bat  that  many  will  follow  your 
Lordship's  steppe  in  so  bononrable  a  worke  enpeoially  in  the  Kingdome  where  the 
name  of  a  Pkmtufion  is  so  farre  from  being  a  stranger  as  it  hath  been  the  originall 
nanse  from  whence  very  many  have  derired  their  bappineKse.  I  cannot  deeme  bnt 
that  the  weake  handling  of  this  disonnrse  letter  beseemes  tbe  poor  demonstration 
of  my  zeale  to  yonr  Lordship's  eerrice  than  any  possibility  to  comprehend  the 
worthinesse  of  tbe  action  within  the  oompoBse  of  a  bare  relation. 

"  Reasons  for  planting— it  is  for  the  Honour  of  God  and  the  King ;  that  Part 
of  the  Country  is  not  inhabited  i  His  Majestys  undoubted  right  to  the  Country  ;  that 
tbe  London  Plantation  has  been  aettled  13  years  [Guys] ;  the  Briatol  Plantation 
bjoara,  and  Lord  Baltimore  the  two  years  lastpaeti  theadvantagasof  Ttade  from 
Ireland  to  Newfoundland. 

"  Conditions  are,  that  any  one  paying  £190  ii  to  have  half  a  Harbour  on  the 
north  side  of  Trinity  Bay  and  Stages  Room  in  Fermeuse  or  Renews,  and  IDOO 
acres  of  land.  For  '£200  a  whole  Harbonr  in  Trinity  Bay,  4000  aorea  north  of 
Trinity  Harbonr,  and  stage  room  for  2  Rooms  ut  Rcnewa  and  Fermeuse.  Other 
amountB  paid,  to  obtain  benefits  proportionably." 

The  pamphlet  ia  very  well  written.  Sir  Francis  Tanfield,  who 
figures  in  Guy's  Company,  was  appointed  governor ;  it  appears  he  never 
came  out  to  his  kingdom,  and  the  whole  scheme  fell  through. 

In      the     latter     part     of 
James    I.'s  reign   a    very   im- 
portant    point    about    fishery 
rights  in  the  plantations  hegaa 
';  to   be   agitated ;   it  raised   the 

whole  question  as  to  the  absolute 
authority  of  the    Crown  over 
the   colonies,   and   had   a   dire 
effect  on  the  Stuart  dynasty. 
■  '  The    Plymouth     Company 

'  claimed  the    right    to    chargu 

the  English  ship-fishermen  who 
fiequented  the  coast  a  licence 
fee  equal  to  eighty-three  cents 
per  ton,  and  to  forbid  vessels 
jAcoBscf  Mts.  len.  engaged  in  commerce  to  enter 

any  port  along  the  entire  coast 
without  liability  to  seizure  and  confiscation,  and  such  puoishment  fur 
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the  caphun  nnd  crew  as  the  Council  thought  proper  to  inflict    Bradford 
saya: — 

"  Aboat  y«  later  end  of  Jaoe  come  in  a  ship  with  Captaine  Francis  West  who 
had  a  Comission  to  be  Admirall  of  New  England  to  lestraine  interlopers  aad 
such  fishing  «hips  aa  came  to  flab  and  trade  witbont  a  licence  from  je  Counsell  of 
New  England,  for  which  ihey  shoold  pay  a  ronnde  some  ofmonej.  Bat  he  oonld 
doe  no  good  of  them,  for  thej  were  to  btronge  for  him  and  be  found  je  fiahw  men 
to  be  stabeme  fellows." 

The  West  Countrymen  brought  their  grievance  before  PaxUament. 
A  discussion  arose,  in  which  Calvert,  the  Secretary  of  State,  defended 
the  patentees'  right  to  this  monstrous  monopoly.  He  argued,  "  Ameiica 
"  is  not  annexed  to  the  realm,  it  is  a  plantation  solely  governed  by  the 
"  Crown."  The  great  lawyer  Coke '  made  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  the 
principal  patentee,  come  to  the  bar  of  the  House.     Coke  argued  : — 

"Tour  Patent  contains  many  parbioalars  coutrarj  to  law  and  the  libertj  of 
tbeanbject;  it  is  a  monopoly,  aod  the  ends  of  priTate  gain  are  ooncoaled  nnder 
color  of  planting  a  Gulonj;  to  pi-event  onr  Fishermen  from  visiting  the  Sea  Coast 
for  fishing,  ie  to  make  ft  monopoly  npon  the  seas  which  are  wont  to  be  free  ;  if  yoa 
alone  are  to  pack  and  dry  fish  yon  attempt  a  monopoly  of  the  wind  and  snn." 

On  the  accession  of  Charles  I.,  the  Commons  passed  a  Bill  for  the 
maintenance  and  increase  of  shipping  and  navigation,  and  for  liberty  of 
Ashing  in  Newfoundland,  Virgioia,  and  Mew  England.  The  Bill  was 
thrown  out  by  the  Court  party  in  the  Lords ;  on  this  the  Commons 
refused  to  grnnt  the  king  a  subsidy.  It  was  one  of  the  first  difficulties 
between  Charles  and  Parliament 

■  Coke  poied  u  a  reformer  in  tbit  matter  i  Oorces,  and  the  Plrsiouth  palentee*  had  a 

the  real  raotive  was  bis  bitter  btUred  of  hit  limiTar   moeopol;.    far  further  iafonnatioo 

rival.  Bacon,    All  tbeiamc,  be  rendered  great  oo  this  inlenwtiDg  iubjcot  conoult  Sir  Ferdi- 

•ervire  to  Eogland  u  sdiitier  to  those  wbo  nanje    Goryei,  by  JaueB  I'luoney   Baxter, 

oppoaed   rhe   tfinnnf   of  ibe    Crown.    Tbe  B.A. 
Xiondon  Compaoy,  who  Ud  tbii  sttook  on 
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I.  London  and  Bristol  Co.'i  Charter. 


James  bj  the  Gnce  of  god  kioge  of 
England  Scottland  ffraace  und  Irelaode  de- 
feader  of  the  laith  (o  all  people  to  whome 
ihene  prGS«nt«  thai)  come  grecteing, 

Enowe  7e«  whereas  divers  our  Invioge 
aud  well  dixpuL-ed  aiibjiTieg  are  desirous  lo 
make  plaolucoD  to  iahabiie  aud  ealablidie  a 
Colony  oc  Colonies  in  the  Soulheme  and 
easternc  p'tes  of  tlia  country  and  lelande 
commonlie  called  Newfoundland  unto  the 
COHSI  and  harbours  whereof  the  sabJRCta  uf 
Ihia  OUT  Kcalme  of  England  hare  for  the  space 
of  fiftie  veares  and  upwards  jearlie  used  to 
ledorte  in  noe  small  numbers  to  flshe,  io- 
tendinge  by  such  plantucon  and  inhabitinge 
both  to  secure  aod  make  safe  the  trade  of 
fishinge  to  our  Hubjccies  for  ever,  and  also  to 
make  some  eomineodahle  beniUtt  for  th«  use 
of  man  kinde  hj  the  land  and  proGtt  thereof 
which  hitherto  from  the  beginninge,  (as  it 
seemeth  manifest)  hath  remained  unprofit- 
■able. 

And  For  belter  performance  iif  such 
their  purpose  and  inleDcuns  have  humblie 
bewiltghte  our  rojal  auibon'tie  and  miulanve, 
we  beiuge  well  assured  that  the  fame  country 
adjoiuing  lo  the  foresaid  coastes,  where  our 
subjects  use  to  fishe  remaineth  so  destitute 
and  so  detotate  of  iuhabitaante  that  scarce 
any  one  salvage  person  haih  in  muny  yeares 
beene  seene  in  the  moste  p'tes  thereof.  And 
well  kuowing  timt  the  sume  lyeing  and  being 
too  vacant  is  as  well  tor  the  reasons  aforesaid 
as  for  many  o^htr  reasons  very  commodious 
for  ua  and  our  dominions  and  thai  by  the  lavo 
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■  royal 


lulhoritie  possesse 
grannie  thereof  without  doeiuge  wrongc,  lo 
anie  other  prince  or  slate,  considering  they 
cannot  justely  pretend  anie  soueraigiiilie  or 
righte  thereunto  in  rerpcct  that  ibc  same 
remaineth  soo  vacant  aud  not  actuallie  pos- 
sessed aud  inhahiicd  by  auy  Christian  or  any 
other  whomesaever,aiidlhvreforeihinckeinge 
it  a  mailer  and  action  well  beseeming  a 
Christian  kinge  to  make  use  of  that  w'ch  Uo<t 
from  the  beginning  crenled  for  mankinde.and 
thereby  intending  Dot  oolie  to  worke  and 
pruve  the  beiiiGit  and  good  of  man;  of  our 
sulijectes,  but  priDcipallle  lo  ourN'lves  to 
cncteasetfae  knowledge  nf  the  omnipotent  God 
and  the  propsgacun  of  our  Christian  faith 
liave  graeiouslic  assented  of  their  inteudon 


And  therefore  doe  of  our  appciail 

grace,  cerlaine  knowledge  and  mcere  motion 
for  us  onr  heires  and  succetsors  give  graunie 
and  confirme  hy  these  p'ts  unto  our  right 
deare  and  right  wellbeloved  cossinue  aitd 
fellow  Henry  Earie  of  Northampton,  keeper 
of  our  privie  scale  and  to  our  trustie  and 
right  welheloved  Sir  Lawrence  TenSeld 
knight  cheife  burrou  of  out  exchequer  Sir 
John  Doddridge  knigfate  one  of  our  acrjuunts 
at  Lawe  Sir  ffrannces  Bacon  knight  our 
Sollicitot  generall  [here  follow  forty-two 
names  including]  John  Slany,  John  Guy, 
Fhilip  Qny  and  Robert  Aldwonh,  theiro 
heires  and  assigoes  and  to  soo  many  as  they 
shall  hereafter  admitt  to  be  joyned  with  them 
in  forme  hereafter  eipressed,  whether  ihey 
goe  in  tbeir  persons  to  be  planters  in  the 
plantucon  or  whether  they  goe  not  but  doe 
adventure  Ibeire  moneys  goods  and  chattells. 

That  ^ey  shalbe  one  bodie  or  com- 
munitie  perpetual!  and  shall  linve  perpeluall 
possession  and  one  common  scale  and  that 
they  and  their  successor*  shalbe  knowne  as 
the  Trftorir  and  company  o/"  aditenhirert 
and  pltoUrrt  of  the  tillte  of  Xana'oa  and 
Briiloll  for  the  colong  or  planliuon  in  NeiD~ 
Jbatutlaad  and  that  they  and  theire  successors 
shiilbe  from  henceforth  for  ever  enabled  to 
purchsse  by  that  name  (license  from  us  first 
obtaynnd)  lande  and  goods  within  onr  realme 
of  England  and  Walles  and  that  they  shalbe 
likewise  enabled  by  that  name  to  pleade  and 
to  be  impleaded  before  any  our  judges  in  any 
of  our  courtes  and  in  atiy  actions. 

And  under  the  reserracons  limitacons 
and  deciaracons  berenfter  expressed  ail  that 
p'le  and  purliou  of  the  country  commuolie 
culled  Newfoundland  »'cA  is  ntitiUe,  iifiitg 
and  being  to  the  touthward  of  the  parallet 
lyne  to  be  conciavtd  to  pane  by  the  eape 
eoiimoiilit  calltd  Botnuiile  ineliaive  ic'ch 
cape  IS  lo  the  Northward  of  Trinitie  Bag 
and  also  tc'ck  is  ailuale  lo  ilie  eatlvird  of  the 
meredian  line  lo  paiu  by  the  cape  St.  Mariei 
inclusive  w'ch  cape  it  lo  the  eatlirard  of  Ike 
bag  of  Ftacentia  together  with  the  sboare 
and  itiandi  lying  ailain  fennc  leognet  ot  any 
p'te  of  the  sea  coast  of  the  country  and  alsoe 
all  those  countryti  lande  and  Itland*  com- 
monlie calii'd  Newfuundlsud  w'ch  are  situate 
hetweene/orfy  and  siic  deyrtet  of  NorlheHie 
latitude  and  lico  and  Jiflie  degrtti  of  Iht  like 
latitude  and  all  Ihe  lande  soile  grounde 
havens,  pones  rivers  mines  asnell  royall 
mines  of  gold  and  silver  as  other  mineral  Is 
pearles  and  precious  (tones   itoods  quarries 
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Banliei  water*  fishing  baDDtiag  hswkinge 
fowleJDge  comnHMlities  Rod  beredituneols 
wbalsoeTer  together  w'lh  ill  pr«rogBtiT«ij 
jarwdictionB  royalltles,  pririledges  fraDchizei 
and  prehemmtM  tbereto  or  Ibereftboute  both 
bj  sea  and  land  belonging  or  nppertaiiiinge 
and  n'ch  «e  by  our  letters  patlente  canne 
grannte  and  in  aa  ample  manner  as  we  or  aa^ 
»f  oar  noble  profrenitors  hare  graunted  to  any 
•dTentan^r*  or  nndertakers  of  anj  di*corerte 
plaiilaciin  or  traffique  into  any  fomiigne 
p'tei  and  in  as  ample  manner  as  if  the  same 
weere  heereiu  p'ticulailie  mentioned. 

KerertlieleSB  that  there  be  aaTed 
and  reserved  unto  all  manner  of  perumt  of 
xhal  nation  loever  and  alio  lo  atl  car  loving 
mbjecteM  ir'cA  doe  at  Ihii  p'nl  or  hertajter 
ihall  trade  or  voifodge  to  the  porta  t^oreaaid 
for  JUking  all  liberties  poner.i  eaaemenla 
and  all  other  beniGlts  oa  icell  conctrning  their 
JUhing  at  well  all  other  circumgtanect  and 
ineidtnt*  thereunto  in  aa  ample  maunet  as 
ibey  hare  heretofore  used  and  enjoj  ed  the 
same  without  any  impedtmenle  disturbance 
or  oposilion  an;  tliiuge  In  theec  p'nl)  to  the 
CODlrarlo  notn-ithBtandinge. 

To  have  and  hould  all  the  landi 
Conntryes  and  territories,  with  all  tbe  pre- 
mises to  the  sole  and  proper  use  of  them, 
&o.  to  be  holden  of  laa  our  heires  and 
successors  an  at  oar  manor  of  East  Greene- 
wich  in  the  county  of  Keute  in  free  and 
conHBon  toceage  F  ai>d  not  in  capito.  Yeeld- 
iiige  lo  us  the  fifihe  pane  of  all  the  sioire 
of  gold  and  silver  gotten  and  obtayned  for 
all  servicea  duties  and  deiDiinds : 

And  for  as  much  as  the  good  and 
prosperous  snccesae  of  the  plantaron  cannot 
bat  cbeifelie  depend  most  under  the  hlessiDg 
of  god  and  the  support  of  our  roTill 
kQthoritie  upon  the  provident  and  good  diri'c- 
tion  o[  the  whole  euterprine  by  a  careiiill  and 
understanding  connaell,  and  that  it  is  not 
convenient,  that  all  the  adventurers  shalbe 
soo  often  drawen  to  meete  and  assemble  as 
shalbe  requisite  for  them  to  have  meetings 
and  conference  about  their  affaires. 

Tlierefoie  tlial  these  shalbe  per- 
petnallie  one  couniel]  CDnsisllDge  uf  twelve 
p'sons  here  resident  in  Loudon  w'cli  shall 
goveme  the  planlacbn  or  any  colonies  to  be 
established,  w'ch  connaell  shall  have  a  seale, 
besides  the  legall  seale  of  the  company,  cai^h 
of  w'ch  shall  have  our  armcs  engraven  on 
the  one  side  and  our  portralure  on  the  other 
and  ibat  the  legall  seale  shall  have  round 
about  on  both  sides  these  words :  Siyillum 
thttmmutt  et  commiaiitalii  terra  noca  and 
that  for  the  counsell :  Stgilam  Regit  magnae 
Britaxniae  /rauntiae  el  hibemiae  and  on  the 
other  side :  Pro  condtio  lerrae  novae. 


Baphe  S^^mao,  Bicbard  ffishebame,  Joha 
Stookety  WUIiam  Turner,  William  Jones, 
John  SIsoy,  Humfrey  Staney,  John  Weeld, 
Thomas  Lapon  and  Thomas  Jones  shalbe  the 
eouDsell  and  Joha  Slany  trosurer  with 
anthoritie  for  the  warning  of  the  counsell  and 
summoning  the  companie  and  the  counsell 
and  iresurer  shalbe  chosen  continued  displaced 
chaaged  and  supplied  as  occasions  nhalt 
require  out  of  the  adventurers  by  the  voite  of 
the  greater  p'te  in  their  assembly  for  that 
purpose. 

And  that  the  companie  mate  cause  to 
be  made  a  ooine  to  paise  current  betwecne 
the  people  inhabiliage  in  these  territories  for 
the  more  ease  trsffiiqae  and  bargaining 
between  and  amongnt  them  of  such  nature 
mettle  manner  and  forme  as  the  iM)un>ull 
there  shall  lymilt  and  appointc. 

And  that  if  the  tresurer  for  the  tyme 

being  be  sicks  or  ahsente  from  the  cittie  of 
LondOD  he  may  constitute  one  of  tbe  counsell 
lo  be  deputie  with  power  to  doe  all  things 
which  belong  to  the  tresnrer. 

And  furthw  to  nominate  by  such 
names  or  styles  as  shall  seeme  good  to  them 
(and  likewise  to  Tevokc)itltgov«rDaurs,  officers 
and  ministers  and  to  make  iawes,  formes  and 
ceremonies  of  goverument  and  msgistratie 
and  revoke  and  change  not  oolie  within  the 
precincts  of  the  colunie  but  alio  upon  the 
seas  in  going  and  coming  for  tbe  good  of  the 
adventurers  and  inhabitors  there. 

And  for  dirers  reasons  and  con- 
siderations that  immediately  fiom  and  after 
such  tyme  aa  any  govKmonr  soe  to  be 
nominated  shall  arive  in  Newfoundland  and 
give  notice  of  his  commission  in  that  behalfe, 
all  officers  govemours  and  ministers  fbrmerlj- 
sppointed  shalbe  discharged,  stra'ghtlie  com- 
maodiiig  them  and  ererie  other  p'son  resident 
in  the  Colonic  upon  their  alleageance  that  they 
fonhnith  be  obi.-dient  to  sui'h  government  as 
the  counsell  beere  resident  shall  have  named 
and  to  all  directions  w'ch  they  shall  receive 
from  them  as   well  in  their  p'nt  resigneing 


And  tbut  the  counsell  heere  resident 
in  London  or  any  Eve  of  them  the  tresurer 
being  one  shall  have  full  power  to  admitt  any 
other  peraoQ  with  their  companie  orfreedome. 

And  ftutlur  in  a  gencrall  aasemblie 
of  the  adventnrers  with  the  consent  of  ttiit 
greVer  p'te  upon  good  cause  to  put  any 
person  out  of  the  fi^'douie. 

And  by  direction  of  the  govemour 
there  to  digg  and  to  search  fur  gould  silver 
cooz-iron  l^d  tynne  and  other  minerells  as 
well  within  the  precincts  as  within  ony  p'te  of 
tilt  mainland  not  Jbrmerlie  graunfed  to  anj/ 


,*^i00gle 


REIGN  OP  JAMES  I. 


TMlding  rfa^areftDin  yearlie  unto  aa 
an  aforeMid  witbout  any  olhet  inaniier  of 
profitt  OT  accoDDtfl  to  be  given  or  jeelded. 

And  to  take  'nto  that  Tojue  uiil  for 
■nl  towticds  the  plsntacoa  all  i>f  our  lo>e- 
iug  sutijecla  or  any  other  slraunf^erg  that 
will  become  iiur  subjrcti  and  lice  under  our 
allegeaLco  u  ehall  willinglie  accampanie  them 
irith  nufficieut  e  >'pp  a^  we'-pon^  vittailea  and 
tuch  nurchnndize  or  «an:ii  u  maie  be  fitriog 
tu  transport  iDto  tboiw  p  irtea  ;  and  clothiug, 
implemerits,  furniture  cattle,  faortce  and 
marei  aod  all  other  thiuKx  neeesHjry  and  for 
the  u«e  and  deMnne  and  trade  ir'th  the  people 
ihtre,  yf  any  be  iDliabiiipg  in  that  country  ot 
thall  come  tml  qf  othtr  p'tn,  there  to  trade 
with  the  planla^on  and  pnuiog  and  return- 
ing to  and  frou  all  wich  comoditieK  or 
marchandiie  as  nholbe  troio  theoce  brought 
without  paying  eustomi!  for  Maivn  years. 

Provided  thai  none  of  the  persons  be 
snch  Bs  sbalbe  hen-ufter  by  specioll  name 
restraiued  aod  for  their  further  iuoourageoieut 
that  they  cbalbe  free  of  all  customes  in  Ne«- 
foDndlaud  fur  the  space  of  bcentg  one  i/cars, 
and  from  oil  laxu  for  evir  upou  auy  mer. 
chaudiie  at  any  tyme  hereafter  either  upon 
Importacbn  (Ae/Aer  or  exportation /rom  (Aenre 
info  OUT  Realmt  of  En^and  or  ialo  any  of 
oui  domiuioDS  {txcept  onelie  the  five  pound* 
per  centum  due  f'T  cuitome  upon  all  tuch 

Siods  ■«  Hhalt  be  broojchl  into  our  Ueaimi'  of 
DgUod  according  to  the  ancient  trade  of 
merchant ii),  w'ch  fiVe  pound  per  centum  ■•oelie 
being  )>aid  it  shalbe  thenceforth  free  for  ihe 
said  adventarfru  the  same  good«  to  eiporte 
out  of  our  said  dominions  into  forraioe  p'tei 
without  any  cualome. 

PrOTidfld  that  the  (aid  goods  b«  lAiip- 
ptd  ont  within  Ihitteeo  mouth*  after  the  first 
landing. 

J^Tnl  BTery  govemours  maie  for  their 
de'ence  and  sanie  repell  by  force  and  annes 
bj  sea  and  land  and  by  all  waies  and  meanes 
at)  peraous  aa  without  the  xpeciall  licence  of 
the  ircBurer  ihall  attempt  to  inhabite  within 
the  serarall  precincts  and  aUo  all  persons  aj 
shall  stiempt  distruotion  iuTasinn  hurte  detri- 
ment or  annoyance  to  Che  C'nlonie  and  to 
fake  all  persons  with  their  shippii  and  goods 
and  other  furniture  trafficking  in  Bay  harbour 
creekfl  or  plac«  within  the  liniRiitta  of  auy 
■  olony  to  be  made  within  any  the  llmmltt* 
aforesaid  and  not  being  allowed  by  the  D<'m- 
pani>  lo  bee  adventarrra  or  planters  of  the 
Colon)  untilt  eoch  time  as  they  being  of  any 
reahne  under  our  obedienoe  shall  pale  or  agree 
10  pay  to  the  officer  deputed  ovtr  and  above 
such  subaidie  as  the  coinpany  is  to  pale  five 
ponnds  per  centum  upon  all  goods  so  brought 
in  thither  othvr  than  tuc\  tu  thalbt  brwj/ht 


in  for  tkt  neceMorw  lae  of  JUhing  at  lotA 
heiiit  hetnlofort  aceutlomtd  and  also  five 
pounds  per  centum  npon  all  goods  shipped 
ont  from  thence  other  than  fiMkiag  and  alter 


they  have  paid  over  and  above  eueh  subsidie 
as  the  company  i*  to  pay  tenne  pound  per 
centum  and  Ihe  same  sommc*  of  money  dnnng 
the  space  of  one  and  lieentit  yeuri  thalbe 
Khollif  employed  lo  th«  bei^filt  if  Ihe  run- 
panie  and  the  one  and  twenty  yuai*  ended 
the  same  shall  be  taken  to  tlu  tite  of  u 
by  such  officers  as  by  ol  alialbe  thereunto 
appointed. 

AlSM  tl>*t  all  persons  being  our  snb> 
jrcta  n'ch  shall  goe  and  inhabite  within  auy 
Colony  and  cverie  of  their  children  and 
posleritie  that  (hall  tn  be  borne  there  shall 
enjoye  all  liberties  of  free  deniions  and 
naturall  sulgecls  within  any  of  oor  other 
dominions  to  all  intenis  and  purpose*  as  if 
they  had  becne  abiding  and  home  within  this 
our  Itealme  of  England  &c. 

And  for  as  much  as  it  shalbe  neces- 
•ary  for  all  our  loving  subjecta  aa  shall 
inhabite  within  any  ihose  [errlloriei  to  deter- 
mine to  Ure  together  in  the  feare  and  tme 
worshlpp  of  allmightie  god  Christian  peace 
and  Civill  quietness  each  with  othtr  whereby 
every  one  maie  with  more  safetie  pleasure 
and  profilt,  enjoy  that  whereunto  they  thall 
Bttaine  with  great  paine  and  perrill. 

Wee  grannte  that  govemonrs  officers 
and  ministers  according  to  the  nature  and 
limiltsof  their  offioes  and  places  re»pectively 
shall  in  Newfoundland  or  in  the  irali'  thith^ 
and  from  thither  have  absolute  power  to 
punish,  pard  n  and  rule  all  subjects  of  us  aa 
shnll  adventure  themselves  in  any  voyage 
thither  or  that  shall  ithahite  in  the  precincts 
of  the  land  according  to  such  ordi^ia  as  by 
Ihe  counsel!  shalbe  established  and  in  desene 
thereof  according  lo  the  good  discretions  of 
the  gorrmour  as  well  in  CHses  oapitall  nod 
'    '     "         '  ill  both  tnarine  and  other,  soe 
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And  that  such  prin^ipall  govemnurs 
shatl  ha.e  full  power  lo  aiercise  Marshall 
luwe  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  mutinye  in  aa 
nur  liuetensunls  iu  our  counties  of  England 
have  by  foree  of  their  commiuiou*. 

And  fbithermore  if  any  Adventurer* 
or  planlet*  shall  Iraoaport  any  moneys  or 
marcbondiaes  out  of  any  of  oar  kingdomn 
with  a  prettnce  to  laud  sell  or  oiberwlac 
dispose  them  within  ll>e  limitti  of  the  terri- 
toriea  and  yet  nevertbele^H  being  at  sea  or 
after  he  bath  landed  within  the  territoriea 
shall  carry  them  jnlo  any  foraigne  eountiy 
then    to    dispose    thereof   thai    tbe    gouda 
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And  ftuther  that  ia  iDy  difflanttie 
of  conitruction  or  interpretatioD  of  anjching 
contajncd  id  theee  our  letters  pattenti  tlie 
ume  ahalbe  taken  mid  ialerpi«l«d  in  most 
mmple  and  beneficiall  use  of  the  company 
and  ererr  member  thenof. 

And  flltallT  our  will  ia  tbat  all 
pcTsons  w'cb  Khali  hereafter  adventure  any 
Bomme  of  mouey  in  and  towards  ihe  plantacuD 
■md  shall  be  admitted  ai  adventnrets  ia  forme 
aforesaid  and  aball  be  iarotled  in  the  bchike 
or  records  be  iccoun'ed  and  reputed  ad»en- 
turers  and  ecjoye  all  priTitedges  as  fully  as 
it  they  had  been  named  ia  these  our  letters 
palteata. 

And  laitly  bceaase  the  priucipall 
effects  which  we  can  desire  of  this  action  is 
the  confersion  of  the  people  in  those  p'tes  if 
any  be  there  iuhahiting  unto  the  true  wor- 
shipp  of  god  and  Christian  religion  in  whieh 
rrspec-te  we  wnuld  be  loathe  that  any  p'flon 
(hould  be  pennitted  to  pasee  that  be  suspected 
to  asserto  the  soperstilions  of  the  Church  of 

Wm    declare  that  none  be  permitted 

to  pass  to  any  voyage  hat  such  as  shall  first 
bate  taken  the  oath  of  supremocie  for  which 
pnrpose  we  doe  give  fiill  power  to  the 
tresurer  and  any  three  ol  the  coansell  and 
to  any  onr  Mayors  Baylieffes  or  any  other  our 
chvife  ottcers  in  any  portes  wbeiw  any  person 
shill  lake  shipping  to  tender  the  oath  to  all 
persons  as  ibalt  be  sent  to  remaioe  and  pUnt 
there. 

Provided  and  wo  doe  hereby  de- 
clare to  all  Chrixtians  kings  princes  and 
Slates  that  if  any  persons  which  shall  be  of 
any  Colony  or  any  other  by  their  license  or 
^potntment  shall  robbe  by  tea  or  huid  or 
diie  any  acte  of  unlawfull  hoetilitie  to  any  the 
(ubjectes  of  ni  or  any  kinge  being  in  amitie 
with  oi  that  npoo  eomplainte  of  such  prince 
or  their  subjects  we  sbiill  make  open  procia- 
macbn  within  (be  partes  of  oar  realme  of 
England  commodious  for  that  purpose  that 
the  penons  having  committed  any  robberie 
shall  within  the  tyme  to  be  limitted  by  such 
proclamaoon  make  ftiU  reatitutioQ  so  ai  the 


the    persons   should  not    make    Mtiefactii 
accordioglie  within  such   tyme  that  then  it 
ihalbe  lawfbll  to  ne  to  put  them  out  of  our 
protection    And  that  it  sbalbe  lawful!  for  all 
to  pursue  with  bostUitie  the  offenders. 

In  Witness  whereof  we  have  eansed 
these  our  letters  to  be  made  pattcnte 
Witnei  our  eelfe  at  WESTMINSTER  tha 
•«cond  day  of  MAIE  in  the  eighth  year  of 
OUT  Baigne  of  ENGLAND  FFKANCE  and 


n.  Lettera  from  Cnpida. 

(a)  Uaster  Jmi't  Odt,  hia  letter  to  Master 

Slahbv,  Treasurer,  and  to  the  Couneell 
of  the  Newfonnd-land  plBBUtion. 
BioHTWoBsaiP»ut,-^It  may  please  yon 
to  understand  that  it  «as  the  lenth  day  of 
this  month  of  May  before  the  barke  of 
Northam,  called  the  Coitiml,  airiued  here  in 
New-fouud-land  ;  notwithstanding  that  a  ship 
of  Bristoll,  called  the  Lioneitt,  came  to  this 
eouotre;  the  second  of  May  in  a  rooneth's 
space  '.  and  the  Trial  of  Dartnouth  arriued 
here  before  in  sixteene  dnye.  By  reason  of 
wbich  stay  of  the  aforeaaid  barke,  nothing 
could  be  done  to  take  any  uf  tlie  places 
desired  i  all  being  possessed  before.  So  that 
iLe  ship  that  oommeth,  whereof  as  yet  there 
is  no  news,  is  to  trust  to  the  place  here,  which 
it  reserved  for  her;  which  I  hope  will  prove 
a  good  place.  Some  ye  ares  as  gtcat  a  voya^ 
hath  bin  made  here,  as  in  anyplace  In  this 
lai^d  :  God  send  her  hither  in  safetie.  I  haue 
notyet  aeene.any  of  the  country  to  the  south- 
ward, or  northward  of  this  Bay  of  Conceplioa 
since  this  spring,  because  I  expected  daily 
the  arriual  of  the  barke  and  thought  it  not 
fit  to  be  absent  here  hence  until  she  were 
arriued,  and  dispatched  :  hut  presently  upon 
her  departure,  no  time,  God  wilting,  shall  be 
lost.  The  care  that  was  taken  to  require 
generally  the  fishermen  to  assist  us,  and  to 
supply  our  wants,  if  any  should  be.  was  most 
jo^full  and  comfortable  to  us  which  was  most 
willingly  accompliRfaed  by  the  most  part  of 
those  which  I  have  yet  s^en.  Yet,  God  be 
praised,  saoh  was  the  sbtte  of  alt  things  with 
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had  a  great  remainder,  as  you  shall  afifr 
twderstand. 

1'he  state  of  the  autumne  and  winter  was 
in  those  parts  of  Newfoundland  after  this 
manner.  In  both  the  moneths  cf  October  and 
November  there  were  scarce  six  days  wherein 
it  either  freezed  or  snowed,  and  that  so  little 
that  presently  it  was  thawed  and  melted  with 
the  strength  of  the  sunne  :  All  the  residue  of 
the  aforesaid  two  months  being  both  warmer 
and  drier  than  in  England.  lu  December  we 
had  BometimeB  faire  weather,  sometimes  frost 
and  snow  and  sometimes  open  weather  and 
raine,  for  in  the  latter  end  it  was  rainie,  and 
was  open  weather.  All  these  three  moneths 
the  winde  was  variable  as  it  would  euery 
fortnight  visite  all  the  points  of  the  compaitse. 

The  most  part  of  January  and  February 
into  the  middle  of  March  the  frost  continued  : 
the  wiode  being  for  the  molt  part  wesieriy, 
aud  now  and  then  northerly  ;  notwithstanding 
three  or  four  time*  when  the  winde  was  at 
south  it  began  to  thaw  and  did  lafoe.  That 
which  fell  in  this  season  was  for  the  most 
part  anow,  whiuh  with  the  heate  of  the  sunne 


,t<_i00gle 


REIGK  OF  JAMES  I. 


would  be  consumed  In  the  open  placet  within 
a  few  dajei.  That  which  abode  loogest  was 
in  Febniary. 

Uurinjt  this  time  many  dajei  the  snnne 
shone  warme  and  bright  from  morDrng  to 
night  :  notwilhstauding  tlie  length  of  thil 
frostj  weiitber,  small  brookes  that  did  run 
almost  in  cuell  with  a  slow  course,  were  not 
the  whole  winter  three  nights  ouer  frozen  so 
thicke  SB  that  the  ice  could  bare  a  dogge  to 
ent  ouvr  it,  which  I  found  bj  good  proofe  : 
for  eacTj  morning  I  went  to  the  brooke 
whinU  runneth  bj  onr  honee  to  wash.  The 
snow  was  neuer  above  eighteene  inches  tbieke 
generally  oul  of  the  drift ;  so  that  the  feare 
of  wanting  wood  or  water  neuec  tooke  hold 
of  US:  for  albeit  we  made  no  provision  for 
them,  yet  at  a  minute  of  an  houres  warning 
we  were  furnished  where  there  were  lakes  of 
fresh  water  that  stood  still  and  did  not  run, 
there  it  remained  frosen  able  to  beace  a  man 
alranet  three  moneths,  and  was  not  dissolued 
untill  the  middle  of  Aprile.  But  where  the 
ayre  had  entrance  and  issued  out  of  them, 
there  was  no  frost  When  the  spring  wind  in 
the  winter  time  in  England  is  at  the  north- 
east one  moDeth  togetbier.  the  IVoit  is  greater, 
and  tbe  cold  more  sharpe,  then  it  is  here  at 
all.  TbTe  was  no  moneih  in  all  the  winter 
that  some  of  onr  company  did  not  travel  in, 
either  by  land  or  by  water,  and  lie  abroad 
and  driuke  water,  in  places  distant  two,  three, 
foure  and  five  leagues  from  out  habitatioD, 
and  sometimes  lay  in  the  woods  without  fiic, 
and  lecelued  no  barme.  When  April  came 
our  spring  began,  and  the  first  that  did  bud 
wBE<  the  small  kcsel  or  the  comith  tree. 
Oar  company  was  not  letted  in  working 
abroad  and  in  the  woods  and  open  ayre 
fifteen  dsya  the  whole  irinter.  We  neuer 
wanted  the  company  of  rauens  and  small 
birds:  So  (hat  the  doubt  that  haae  bin  made 
of  the  Gitremity  of  the  winter  seaiiDn  in  these 
parts  of  New-found-land  are  found  by  our 
experience  causelesee ;  and  that  not  only  men 
may  aalelj  inhabit  here  without  any  need  of 
stoue,  but  navigation  may  he  made  to  and  fro 
from  England  to  these  parts  at  any  time  of 

Concerning  tbe  healthfiilaeBse  of  theso 
countries,  we  hnning  bin  now  more  than  ten 
moneths  npon  this  voyage,  of  nine  and  thirty 
persons,  which  was  all  our  number  which 
wintered  here,  there  are  wanting  only  foure  ; 
whereof  one  Thomas  Percy,  sawyer,  died  the 
eleuenlb  of  December  of  thought,  hauing  «lain 
a  man  in  Koche^ter;  which  was  the  cause, 
being  unknown  unto  mee  until  B  day  before 
he  died,  that  he  came  this  voyage.  And  one 
other  called  John  Morris  Tyler,  miscarried 
the  first  of  February  by  reason  of  a  bruse. 
The  third,  called  &(armaduke  Whittinglon, 
was  neuer  perfectly  well  after  he  had  (he 
small  poie,  which  he  brought  oat  of  Bristol! 
with  him,  who  died  the  fifteenth  of  February. 
And  tbe  fourth,  called  William  Stone,  having 
at  the  first  only  a  stiOness  in  one  of  his  knees. 


kept  his  bed  tea  weekes,  and  would  never 
Etirre  his  boi1y,  which  lasineese  brought  him 
to  his  end,  who  died  the  thirteenth  of  April. 

Of  the  rest  foure  or  five  haue  bin  sicke,  some 
three  moneths,  and  some  four  moneths ;  who 
now  are  better  than  they  were,  except  one. 
All  of  them,  if  tbey  had  had  as  good  will  lo 
work,  as  tbey  had  good  stomackcs  to  their 
victuals,  would  long  since  haue  bin  recovered. 
One  Richard  Fletcher,  that  is  master  pUot 
here  and  a  director  of  Che  fishing,  reported 
unto  me,  that  he  was  one  of  the  company, 
consisting  of  forty  periinna,  that  went  in  a 
drumbler  of  Ipswich,  called  the  Amitie,  to 
the  north  part  of  Ireland  about  elenen  yeeres 
ago  from  London  in  (he  late  Queen's  service, 
under  the  charge  of  one  Cuptaine  Fleming, 
and  continued  there  for  tbe  ^pace  of  two 
yeares :  In  which  time  two  and  thirty  died  of 
the  Scoruie,  and  that  only  eight  of  them 
returned  home,  whereof  the  said  Richard 
Fletcher  was  oue.  So  that  the  accident  o( 
death  or  sicknesse  of  any  persons  in  these 
our  parts  of  New-found-laud  is  not  to  argue 
any  nnhealthfulnease  of  this  country,  no  more 
than  Iceland  ii  to  be  discredited  by  the  loai 
of  those  two  and  thirty  men  ;  notwichsianding 
that  there  were  to  be  had  fresh  uictuals  and 
many  other  helpes,  which  this  country  at  yet 
buth  not,  but  in  good  time  may  haue. 

From  the  first  of  October  until  the 
sixteenth  of  May  our  company  had  bin 
imployed  in  maldiig  of  a  store-house  to  hold 
oar  prouisions,  and  a  dwelling  house  for  oar 
habitation,  which  was  finished  about  the  first 
of  December  1  with  a  square  iiicloaure  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  long  and  ninetie 
foot  broad,  compassing  these  two  honnes,  and 
a  work  hou^e  to  work  dry  in  ;  to  make. boats 
or  any  other  work  out  of  the  raine  ;  and 
three  pieces  of  ordinance  are  planted  there  to 
command  the  bocboroughs,  apon  a  platform 
made  of  great  posts,  and  railes,  and  great 
poles  sixteene  foot  long  set  upright  round 
about,  with  two  plank ers  to  icoure  the 
quarters.  A  boat,  about  twelne  lone  big, 
with  a  deck,  is  almost  finished  to  taile  and 
row  about  tbe  headlnnds  :  six  fishing  boatei 
and  pionesses  :  a  second  saw-pit  lit  the  fresh 
lake  of  two  miles  in  length  and  the  sixth  part 
of  a  mile  bniad  standing  within  twelue  score 
of  our  hubilation,  to  paw  the  timber  to  be 
had  out  of  the  fresh  lake,  in  keeping  two 
pairs  of  sawyers  to  saw  planks  for  the  said 
building],  in  ridding  of  some  ground  lo  sow 
corn  and  garden  seeds  ;  in  culling  of  wood 
for  tbe  collier,  iu  coling  of  il :  in  working 
at  thi  smith's  fur^  iron  workers  for  ^1 
needful  uses  :  in  costing  toth  by  land  and 
sea  to  many  places  within  the  Bay  of  Con- 
ception :  in  making  (he  frame  of  timber  of  a 
farre  greater  and  ^irer  bou^e.  Ihvu  that 
which  as  yet  we  dwell  in  which  is  alniix^t 
finished,  and  diuors  other  things.  We  hane 
sowed  nil  sorts  of  grsine  this  spring,  which 
prosper  well  hitherto.  Our  goats  haue  liued 
here  all  this  winter;  and  there  is  one  lutlie 
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kiddie,  vrhicb  was  j^eaned  in  the  deid  of 
wioler.  Our  Bxine  proiper.  yidgens  aad 
cowies  will  endure  exceedinglj  well. 

Our  pouliiy  haue  Dot  onely  laid  eggei 
plentifully,  but  there  are  eighteen  young 
chickeDs,  that  arc  a  week  old,  besides  others 
that  are  a  hatching. 
'  The  feare  of  wilde  beasts  we  haue  fonod 
to  be  Blmort  needlcMie.  Oat  great  ram-soat 
VM  miuing  fifteen  days  in  October,  and  came 
home  well  a)[aine,  and  is  jet  well  with  iw. 
If  the  indnstry  of  men  and  presence  of 
domeslicall  cattle  were  applied  to  th«  good 
of  this  country  of  New-found -land,  Utere 
would  shortly  arise  just  cause  of  conleatment 
to  the  inhabitants  Iherenf.  Hany  of  our 
masters  and  sea-(aring  men  seeing  our  safctie, 
and  beariog  what  a  milde  winter  we  bad,  aad 
that  no  ice  bad  bin  seen  fleeting  in  any  of 
the  bayes  of  this  country  all  this  yenre  (not- 
withstanding that  they  met  ono  hundred  and 
fifty  leagues  oB  in  the  eea,  ereate  8tot\j  of 
islands  of  ice)  doe  begin  tobemlooe  with  the 
coumrey ,  and  doe  talke  of  conimiiig  to  lake 
land  here  to  iubabit,  falling  ia  the  reckoning 
*)  well  of  the  commodities  that  they  may 
make  by  the  banke  fishing,  as  by  the  huE<- 
bandry  of  the  land,  besides  the  ordinary 
fishing.  At  the  Green  Bay,  where  some  of 
OUT  companie  where  a-Gshing  in  November, 
they  report  there  is  great  slore  of  good 
jminnds  without  woods,  aod  there  is  a 
thootand  acres  together  whicli  they  say  may 
he  mowed  this  yere.  There  is  great  store  of 
deer,  whereof  they  saw  some  divers  limes, 
and  twice  they  ciune  within  shot  of  them ; 
and  the  greyhound,  who  is  Instie,  had  a 
conrte,  but  conld  not  get  upon  (hem.  But 
nearer  unto  Cape  £uo,  Heueuse,  and 
Trepasse  there  is  a  great  qoantitie  of 
open  ground  and  stagges.  It  ia  most 
likely  tbnt  all  the  sathe*  will  be  departed 
ont  of  England  before  the  returne  of  this, 
OUT  barke,  which  shall  not  make  any 
matter,  becnnxe  I  am  now  of  opinion  that 
nothing  ihoald  be  sent  hither  before  the 
returne  of  the  ships  from  fishing.  For  sa 
concerning  sending  of  cattle,  it  will  be  beet 
that  it  be  deferred  nntill  the  next  spring. 
And  coDceroiDg  Tituals,  in  regard  to  the 
quantity,  we  haue  of  it  remaining  of  old, 
together  with  that  that  it  come  now,  as  with 
the  diy  fish  that  here  we  may  be  stoied  with, 
1  am  in  good  hope  there  will  not  want  any  to 
last  till  this  lime  twelne  moneihs.  And 
according  to  the  vltusis  which  shall  be  found 
■1  the  end  of  the  flibing.  the  number  of 
pertons  that  thall  remsiiie  here  all  tlic  next 
winter  shall  be  filled,  that  there  shall  not 
»aot,  notwithstanding  about  Aihollanticie,  or 
the  beginning  of  December,  a  ship  mny  be 
sept,  such  a  one  as  our  Fleming  was  with 
salt  from  Kochel ;  for  at  any  time  of  the 
'inter  ships  may  as  well  goe  and  eome 
hither,  as  when  they  doe,  especially  before 
January,  This  summer  I  purpose  to  see 
most  pUces  between  Cape   Kase,  Placentia, 


and  Bona  Vista,  and  at  the  retnme  of  the 
fishing  ships  to  entertaine  a  fit  number  of 

over  them  and  to  take  the  care  of  all  things 
here,  with  your  palience,  one  master  William 
Coltou,  a  discreete  yoang  man,  and  my 
brother,  Philip  Guy,  who  haue  wintered  with 

me,  and  hsue  promioed  me  to  undertake  this 
charge  nntill  my  rclurno  the  next  spring,  or 
till  it  shall  be  otherwise  disposed  of  by  yon, 
and  then  together  with  such  of  the  company 
as  are  willing  to  goe  home,  and  such  others 
as  are  not  fit  longer  to  be  entertained  here,  I 
iutend  to  take  passage  in  the  fishing  ships, 
and  so  return  home,  and  then  betweene  that 
and  the  spring  to  be  present,  to  give  yon 
more  ample  satisfsctinn  in  all  things,  and  to 
take  such  farther  resolution  as  the  importance 
of  the  enterprise  shall  require,  wherein  you 
shall  finde  me  alwayes  as  ready  as  cuer  I 
have  bin  to  proccede  and  goe  formanl, 
God  willing.  And  because  at  my  comming 
home  it  will  be  time  enough  for  mee  to  lay 
before  you  mine  opinion  touching  what  is  to  be 
uudertaken  the  next  yeare,  I  will  forbcarc 
now  to  write  of  it,  because  you  should  be  the 
soouer  aduertiscd  of  our  welfare,  and  because 
such  of  the  company  as  are  sent  home  both 
for  their  owne  good,  and  that  the  unprofitable 
expense  of  vituals  and  wsges  might  cease. 
1  have  laden  little  or  nothing  backe,  that  the 
said  company  might  the  better  be  at  ease  in 
the  hold.  Onely  there  is  sent  three  bogs- 
sheads  of  charcnels,  where  numers  1°  is.  they 
are  of  burch.  No.  2°  ia,  of  pine  and  spruce. 
No,  3°  is  of  firre,  being  the  hgblest  wood,  yet 
it  maketh  good  coles,  aql  is  used  by  onr 
smiihe.  I  send  them  beciuse  you  shall  see 
the  goodncsse  of  each  kinde  of  cole.  Also  I 
send  you  an  hogiihead  of  the  sklnnes  and 
furres  of  such  beasts  as  have  been  taken  here, 
the  particulers  whereof  appeare  in  the  bill  of 

While  I  was  writing  I  had  newes  of  the 
Vineyard,  the  ship  which  you  send  to  fishine, 
to  haue  bin  in  company  with  another  ship 
that  is  arriued  on  this  aide  of  the  Banke  and 
that  the  master  intended  to  goe  to  Fan  I  Ion  or 
li'eriand,  God  send  her  in  safety.  61o  pray- 
ing God  for  the  prosperity  of  your  Worships 
and  the  whole  company,  »ilh  hope  that 
his  diuine  Malestie,  which  hath  giuen  ns  so 
good  a  beginning,  will  alwayes  bless  our 
proceedings.  My  dutie  roost  humbly  re- 
membered, I  take  my  teano, 

Dati^d  in  Ciipei«  Cove,  the  16lh  of  Uar, 
1611.  

(6)  Gft'b  Lbttek  ot  JuLV  1613. 
SloHT  WoRsniiTui.t,  by  my  last  of  the 
]7lhof  June  [not  preserved]  I  wrote  you  of 
the  estate  then  by  Che  Holland  ship,  which 
J  hope  is  long  since  safely  arrived,  together 
with  Mnster  Colston  who  hath  (t  doubt  not) 
made  hy  word  of  mouth  full  relations  of  all 
mstters.  Because  the  proceedings  of  one 
Saaton    are    most    fit   to    b«    knowne  who 
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r«ni>ii>ed  \n  Harbour  de  Grace  trlmminft  and 
TtpalrtD^  his  xhippiDg  nod  (aVen  mooitioni 
&o.  together  with  about  a  hundred  idcd  out 
of  the  Bay,  be  piirpows  (o  hare  five  hundred 
out  of  (he  land  befoi'e  he  eoclli.  Tvo  wvenl 
Cimpanics  uf  ISO  men  each  being  diMontented 
baie  elolen  awtiy  from  him  in  two  ihipi  of 
Baroilable  and  i'limmnth  that  the;  tooke. 

As  I  Eaili'd  from  henoe  tovaiilii  KenooM 
b  a  small  Barke,  I  felt  iuto  one  of  their  ban  Is 
and  one  of  mj  company  was  hurt  wiih  a 
maskett.  There  was  one  of  their  craw  that 
wiorered  with  me  here  the  first  year,  by  whose 
meaoa,  and  becanaa  I  was  in  the  Bark  they 
made  Kbew.  that  (bey  were  sorry  tbit  they 
had  meddled  with  ui.  And  so  thej  departed 
from  uf  wilboiit  coming  aboard.  That  which 
they  louRht  after  was  men  to  inrrenw  their 
number.  Then  Guy  mentions  that  Eastno 
had  plundered  all  along  tbe  ooist  and  was 
then  at  FerriUnd  waiting  to  hear  news  of  his 
pardon  [nhich  was  granted  but  never  reached 
him]  wbicb  if  he  did  not  get  he  would  seek 
tbe  protection  of  the  Duke  of  Florence  [which 
he  eventually  didj. 


(c)  Colston's  Letter  in  1613. 

We  liavf  not  tbe  actual  text  of  Ibis,  but 
Purcbas  priLled  it  in  f  ubatance  on  p.  930  of 
the  1617  edition  and  also  on  p.  1880  of  the 
i62S  edition. 

William  Coltton  dencribe*  tbe  winter  of 
ISI2-13  as  being  more  severe  than  that 
leU-lS.  They  bad  there  Filberds,  Fish, 
Makerels,  Foxeii,  in  the  Winter:  Partridges 
white  in  the  Winter,  in  Summer  somewhat  like 
ours,  but  greater ;  they  are  mnch  afraid  of 
Bauens :  they  killed  a  Wolfe  with  a  Maatiue 
and  a  Grey-hound.  Nicolas  Gure's  wife  was 
delivered  of  a  InGty  boy  March  27.  Then  be 
described  a  vojage  made  by  Guy  and  tliitteen 
otberx  in  the  Indravour  and  five  in  tbe 
Shallop  in  Oclober  1613  to  Sanage  Harbour, 
'iVinily  Bay,  where  they  found  bouses  of 
Sauages  which  were  nothing  but  poles  set 
round  and  meeting  in  the  top,  ten  foot  broad, 
the  fire  in  the  middetl,  couered  with  Deeres- 
Hkius.  They  are  of  reasonable  stature,  beard- 
lesse,  and  io  some  conditioos  like  those  which 
Sir  M.  Frobisher  discovered,  brond-fact'd, 
full-eyed,  coloured  on  th^ir  faces  and  apparel  I 
with  red  Oaher.  Their  Boates  of  barke,  as 
in  Canada,  twentie  foote  long,  four  and  a 
halfe  broad,  not  weighing  a  100  weight,  made 
in  forme  of  a  new  Moone.  which  carry  fo^re 
men,  and  are  by  them  carried  to  all  places  of 

Atew  days  later  they  met  with  the  Natives; 
WbiltingloD,  Tipton,  Guy  himself,  and  Masti^r 
Teage  landed  and  bartered  with  them.  All 
along  the  coast  tbcy  carcfnlly  abstained  from 
taking  any  of  the  furs  evidently  left  by  tbe 
native*  for  trade  Kiihout  leaving  some 
trinket  in  exchange,  thus  carrying  out  tbe 
instmctioDs  given  by  the  Company  to  Guy. 
ISeeaitop.  133.J 

There  wintered   1612  fiftie  fbnre  men. 


«iz  women  and  two  chJMren.  They  hilled 
there,  Beares,  Otters,  Sable*,  sowed  Wheat, 
Hye,  Tumepi,  Coleworts.  Their  Winter  till 
April  1413,  was  dry  and  cleere  with  some 
ftotx  and  snow. 

Diver*  bad  tbe  Searvie,  whereto  th«r 
Tumeps,  there  sowne,  were  an  excellent 
remedifl,  no  lease  then  Cartim  Tree.  April 
was  worse  then  the  middesi  of  Winter  bj 
reason  of  East  windes  which  came  from  the 
Islands  of  Ice,  which  the  current  briugetb  at 
tbal  time  from  the  north. 

Purcbas  continues;  The  same  I  have seeoe 
confirmed  by  ft  letter  of  Thomas  Dermer, 
one  of  that  Colnnie  dated  at  Cupers  Cove, 
the  ninth  of  September  last,  1616.  In  other 
■noneths,  hee  sayth,  the  Tempet«ture  is  tu 
England.  He  mentions  Uuske  -  Cats  and 
Muske-Kats  in  tbnse  psris;  the  tertilitie  of 
the  soyle  in  producing  Fease,  Rye,  Barly 
and  Oates(  probabilities  of  Metals,  with 
promises  of  more  full  Relations  hereatter. 


III.  Letters  firom  Ferrylaad. 

(a)  A  letter  from  Captain  Kdward  Wynne, 
GaveraoroftheColonyofFerryland,  within 
tbe  Province  of  Avalon,  in  Newfoundland, 
unto  the  Bight  Honourable  Sir  Georfie 
Calvert,  Knight,  Hia  Mnjesty's  Principal 
Secretary,  July,  1632. 
Alay  It  please  your  Honour, — 

Upon  Ibe  17  day  of  May,  I  received  & 
have  your  letters  of  tbe  19  of  February  tron 
tbe  hands  of  Iio^e^t  Stoning.  Upon  the  36 
of  tbe  same,  a  ship  of  Master  Jennins  niih 
your  people  and  provision  arrived  here  in 
salety ;  and  fVom  the  hands  of  Captain  Powell 
I  received  then  your  Honours  letters  of  14tb 
March.  And  upon  the  last  of  June  M.rster 
James  (.-ame  hither,  from  Benonie  and  tbe 
Salt'maker  Afa<ter  John  Uickson  g  from 
whose  bands  I  leceived  two  Letters  more; 
that  by  Master  James  being  of  tbe  4th  May, 
&  the  other  hy  Hicksoo  of  the  IWh  of  the 


God  for  your  Honours  health,  and  next,  tc 
your  HoDonrforyourcontinoall  favour  towards 
me,  beseeching  tbe  same  Almighty  God,  long 
and  long  to  continue  your  health,  to  the 
advancement  of  bin  glory,  both  here,  at  home 
and  elsewhere:  I  most  humbly  pray  yon  to 
build  upon  my  dutiful  care  and  diligence,  in 
the  setting  forwards  and  following  of  your 
Honours  buHinesse,  even  to  your  beat  advan- 
tage, and  advancement  of  the  worke,  and  also 
that  I  shall  bee  a  dutiful  observer  of  your 
pleasure  &  commandment. 

And  so  with  the  like  humility,  I  doe 
present  your  Honour  with  the  good  tydingt 
of  all  our  healths,  safely  and  good  succeiise  in 
our  proceedings  (God's  holy  name  be  praised 
for  it).  It  followeth  now  (as  my  duty 
reqnireth)  that  I  render  unto  your  Honour  a 
due  accoutit  of  what  bath  been  done  by  ui 
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here  Ihii  jeeiv,  and  of  aU  thingg  elie,  which 
apperUuDM  on  lo  me  to  doe. 

Therefore  it  ma,y  please  joar  Hononr, 
that  aa  soone  at  1  had  delivered  my  lait 
letters  of  the  5  of  September,  I  immediately 
addreaied  my  lelf  oaelj  to  our  bosineitie. 
Noivithitanding  our  diligent  labour  &  eitra- 
ordinai;  pamei-tskiDf,  it  waa  All  halloirtide 
before  our  flrrt  range  of  building  una  filled 
for  an  haUtable  being.  Tlie  vhieh  being 
ti  foot  uf  length,  A  15  foot  of  breadth, 
conlaining  a  hall  IB  foot  long,  an  entry  of  6 
foot,  Bt  a  celLir  of  au  foot  in  length,  and  of 
the  height  betweene  the  ground  floore  and 
that  over  head  aboat  8  foote,  being  devided 
abore,  that  throughout  into  foure  chambers, 
andfonrfoot  high  to  the  roof  r  or  a  halfe  i>torie. 
The  roofe  over  the  hall,  J  covered  with  Deale 
boords,  and  the  rest  inch  thatch  as  I  found 
growing  here  about  Che  Harbour,  as  redge, 
flaggea  and  mfihes,  a  farre  better  covering 
than  boards,  holh  for  warmth  &  liteuesse. 
When  I  had  finished  the  frame,  with  onelv 
one  Chimney  of  stone  worke  in  the  hall,  l 
went  forward  with  our  kilchtn,  of  leiu[th  18 
foot,  13  foot  of  breadth,  and  8  foot  high  to 
the  eves,  and  walled  np  whh  gtone-irork, 
with  a  large  Chimney  in  the  frame.  Over  the 
kitchen  I  fltted  another  Chamber.  All  which 
with  a  ataire  case  and  convenient  pafsagea 
both  into  the  kitchin  and  the  rooms  over  it, 
were  finished  by  Christinas  Eve.  This  is  all 
the  building  with  a  hen  house,  that  we  have 
been  able  to  accomplish  befbre  Chrislmais. 

Many  things  else  were  done  by  us  in  the 
interim,  aa  the  eetting  home  of  timber  tiees, 
firewood,  the  raising  up  of  a  face  of  defence 
to  the  waterside  ward,  with  the  earth  that  we 
digued  both  for  oeMar  8c  Kitchin  roome 
(which  we  found  a  very  laborious  worke)  alio 
lie  sowing  of  some  wheat  for  a  trial],  and 
many  other  businesses  besides. 

After  Christmas,  we  implojed  our  selves 
m  the  woods  especially  in  hard  weather,w hence 
*Bgot  home  as  many  boord-slocks,  afforded 
us  above  two  hundred  booids  and  above  two 
hundred  timber  trees  besides.  We  got  home 
as  much  or  as  many  trees  as  served  us  to 
Paliiado  into  the  Pl»nt»tionabout  foure  Acres 
of  ground,  for  the  keeping  off  of  both  man 
&  beast,  with  post  and  rayle  seven  foote  high, 
sharpened  in  the  toppe,  the  trees  beingpitched 
^pright  and  fastened  with  spikes  and  nayles. 
We  got  also  together  us  much  fira  wood,  as 
'ill  serve  ns  yet  these  two  mooeths.  Wee 
also  fitted  much  garden  ground  for  seede,  I 
^eaae.  Barley,  Oatee,  Pease,  and  Beanes. 
'Or  addition  of  building,  we  have  at  this 
P^e^nt  a  Parlour  of  fourcteene  foote  besides 
the  chimnej',  and  twelve  foot  broad,  of  con- 
7^ient  height,  and  a  lodging'  chamber  over 
It;  to  each  a  chimney  of  stone  worke  with 
■Uires  and  a  staire  case,  besides  a  tenement 
or  two  rooms,  or  a  storie  and  a  halfe,  which 
«fves  for  a  store  bouse  till  we  are  other 
rge  hith  been  i 
t   Salt- worke   i 


almost  ready.  KotwithstaniUng  this  great 
taske  for  so  few  bands,  we  have  both  Wheat, 
Barley,  Oatef,  Pease,  and  Beanes  about  the 
quantity  of  two  acres.  Uf  Garder  roome  about 
halfe  an  acre  :  the  come  thou<:h  late  sowne 
is  now  in  earing ;  the  Beaoea  and  the  goodliest 
Pease  that  I  ever  saw,  have  flourished  in  theii 
bloomes  this  twenty  dayes.  We  have  a 
plentifnl  kitchin  gaiden  or  Lcttice,  Raddish, 
(^nrrets,  Coleworts,  Tumeps  and  many  other 
things.  We  have  also  at  this  present  a 
flourishing  medow  of  at  least  three  Acres, 
with  many  hay-cocks  of  exceeding  good  hay 
and  hope  to  fit  a  great  deals  more  against 
another  yeer*.  In  the  beginning  of  the  last 
winter,  sunke  a  well  of  sixleene  foote  deepe 
in  the  ground,  the  which  aiToids  us  water  in 
a  sufficient  measure.  The  timber  that  wee 
have  got  home  fint  and  last,  ii  above  five 
himdred  trees  of  good  limber.  There  have 
beene  about  three  hundred  boords  beside*  the 
former,  sawed  since  the  arrival  of  Captaine 
Powell.  We  have  also  broken  much  ground 
for  a  Brew-home  roome  and  other  Tenements. 
We  have  a  whaife  in  good  foiwardnesse 
towards  the  Low-watermarke.  So  that  our 
indevonr  that  way  affoords  a  double  benefit, 
the  one  of  ridding  uid  preparing  the  way  to 
a  further  worke,  the  olber  of  winning  s« 
much  voyd  or  waste  ground  to  so  necessary  a 
purpose  as  to  enlai^  this  little  roome,  where 
oil  (with  yonr  Honours  leave  and  likinu)  I 
hope  to  fortifie ;  so  that  within  the  same, 
for  the  comfort  of  neighbour-hood,  another 
row  of  building  may  be  so  pitchad  that  the 
whole  may  be  made  a  prettie  streeie.  For 
the  country  and  climate  )  it  is  better  &  not 
BO  cold  Enfiland  hitherto.  My  comfort  ia, 
that  the  Lord  is  with  your  Honour,  &  your 
deeignes :  for  wee  have  prospered  lo  the 
admiration  of  all  tbo  beholders  in  what  ia 
done.  And  thus  with  my  humble  dutic 
remembered,  I  rent. 

Your  Honour's  most  hiunbleiind  foithfull 
servant, 

Edwabd  Wimke. 
Ferryland  28.  July,  ieZ3. 

Post  scr. — The  ship  with  the  rest  of  our 
provision  arrived  here  this  moruing  ;  and  what 
IS  omitted  by  me,  shall  hy  Gods  help  shortly 
be  performed.  Yonr  Honoui  hath  greater 
hopes  here,  then  here  to  fore  1  have  been  able 
to  disceme.  All  things  succeede  beyond  my 
e  ipectation. 

(b)  Powell's  Lbtieb  to  Bu.timobb. 
Right  Honourable  : 

May  it  please  your  Hononr  to  under- 
stand, that  on  the  18.  of  April,  my  self,  und 
■II  the  company,  whose  names  I  sent  you  in 
the  list,  by  my  last  from  Pljmmouth  tooke 
shipping  there  and  on  the  36.  of  May  (God's 
Holy  Name  he  ever  praised  for  it)  wee  all 
arrived  safe  &  in  good  health  in  Newfound- 
land. Our  journey  proved  so  long  by  reason 
of  the  contrary  winds  we  continnally  had. 
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ir  ship  tookc  fire, 
I,  burst  forth  in  the 
I  endangered  bolh 
a  ftformid,  enrl; 


For  at  the  leact  tbree  weeks  to-gether,  wee 
were  (orced  to  trmvene  the  Se«a  to  and  againe, 
and  got  Dot  forward  to  the  ireM  ward  ia  all 
that  time  one  hundred  leagues.  The  aciddeuts 
which  happened  in  our  OTerbouDd  passage 
were  these  :  The  first  weeke  after  our  beiog 
at  sea,  three  of  our  Ewe-Goats,  by  reason  of 
their  extreme  leaae-nesse  when  thej  were 
bought  and  brought  aboord,  died,  so  that  now 
we  itye  but  onely  one  Ewe-Goate  and  a  Buck 
Ooate  left :  the  other  Buck  djin^  like  wise 
within  few  dayei  alter  our  landing.  On  the 
16.  of  Ma;  the  furnace  id 
und  as  God  would  have  ' 
daytime  otherwise  it  had 
ship  and  UB.  On  the  26.  i 
in  the  morning  we  descrjed  land  lu  nun- 
fbundland.  a  little  to  the  north  ward  of  the 
Bay  of  Bulls,  and  before  night  came  to  anchor 
in  Cspeling  Bay  within  one  league  of  yerry- 
land.  The  next  morning  our  ship  came  about 
to  Fitrrylaad  Harbor  and  there  landed  all  our 
people,  where  we  found  the  Goremour  &  all 
his  iwropany  in  ^oodheallh.as  wealleontinao 
in  the  same,  praised  be  Qod  for  it. 

The  C^at  and  Harbours  which  we  tailed 
hy,  arc  so  bold  &  good,  as  I  aaaure  my  self 
Ibere  can  be  no  better  in  the  world  :  but  the 
Woods  along  the  Coasts,  arc  so  apoyled  by 
the  Fishermen,  that  it  is  «  great  pity  to  behold 
them,  &  without  redrtise,  undoubtedly  will 
be  the  ruine  of  thin  good  laud :  For  they 
wattfully  barke,  fell,  and  leaTe  more  wood 
hehinde  them  to  rot,  then  tbey  use  about  their 
stages,  although  they  imploy  a  world  of  wood 
upon  them  :  and  b;  these  their  abases  doe  so 
cumber  the  Woods  every  where  near  the 
Fhnre,  that  it  is  not  poMible  for  any  man  to 
go  a  mile  in  a  long  houre.  The  Land  where 
on  our  Govemour  haih  planted,  is  so  good 
and  commodious,  that  for  the  quantity,  I 
think  there  is  no  belter  in  many  pans  of 
England.  Hin  house  which  is  stToofi  &  well 
coDtrived,  standeth  very  warme,  at  the  foote 
of  an  easie  ascending  hilt,  on  the  South-eaet, 
nnd  defended  with  a  hiU,  standiag  on  the 
further  side  of  the  Uaven  on  North-ne«l : 
Ihe  lieacb  on  the  Kortb  and  South  sides  of 
the  Land  locke  it,  nnd  the  seas  on  both  sides 
are  bo  neere  and  indifTerent  to  it,  that  one 
ma;  sboot  a  Bird-bolt  into  either  Sea,  No 
cold  tan  offend  it,  although  it  bee  occounied 
the  coldtst  Usrbor  in  the  Land,  and  the  Svaa 
doe  mak  the  Land  behind  it  to  Ihe  South- 
ICost,  beine  neere  1000  Acres  of  good  ground 
for  1  ay,  feeding  of  Catlell,  and  plenty  of 
whod,  almost  an  Island,  safe  to  keepe  an)-- 
thing  from  ravenous  beasts.  I  have,  aince 
my  comming,  beene  a  little  abroad,  and  flnde 
much  good  gToaod  for  Medow,  Pasture,  and 
arable,  about  Aquafort,  as  veil  neere  unto 
the  head  of  tfac  Uaihor,  as  all  the  way 
tetweene  that  &  Ferryland.  The  neerenesse 
of  the  place,  and  the  Bpacioua-neese  of  those 
f  roun^  aforesaid,  wilt  give  comfort  and  help 
tu  the  present  Plantation,  and  qaickly  eane 
3  our  Honours  charge,   if  a  Flauiatlon   bee 


there  this  next  Spring;  settled.  If  thereGire  it 
wilt  please  your  Hononr  to  let  me  be  f>ir~ 
nished  against  that  time,  but  with  thirteen 
men,  and  give  mee  leave  to  settle  my  selfe 
there,  I  make  no  doubt  (God  blessing  my 
endeaTonrs)  but  to  give  yonr  Honour,  and 
Ihe  ivat  of  the  nadertakers  sncb  content,  tint 
yuu  shall  hare  good  iaeoiuagement  to  proceed 
further  therein.  So  for  this  time  being  loth 
to  trouble  yonr  Honor  aoj  fitrtber  until  the 
retameof  Master  Wicot,  I  hombly  take  my 
leave,  and  ever  rest  ready  to  doe  your  Hononr 
all  possible  service  to  tlie  Ditermost  of  my 

Zour  Honors  humbly  at  command, 
Djkiil  Powkll. 
Ferryland  28.  July  lOSS. 


(c)  Wtuhb'b  Letibk,  17*k  Arairsi  1623. 

The  copy  of  another  letter  to  Master 
Secretary  Calvert,  from  Captaine  Wynne,  of 
the  IT  of  August  1683.  May  it  please  yonr 
Honour ) 

Upon  the  IT  day  of  May,  your  Honour's 
Letters  of  the  17  of  Kebniary,  I  received  bete 
by  the  hands  of  Kobert  Stoning  &e.  And 
BO  forward  as  in  his  former  Letter  of  the 
£8  July,  relating  the  manner  and  proportion 
of  the  building. 

We  have  Wheate  Barly  Oates  and  Belnes 
both  eared  and  codded,  and  though  the  late 


hood  of  an  approaching  harvest. 

We  have  also  a  plentifnll  Ritchin-Oaiden 
and  BO  ranke  that  I  have  not  seeae  the  like  in 
Kngland.     We  have  a  medow  of  about  three 

At  Ihe  Briiloie  Plantation,  there  ia  as 
goodly  Rye  now  growing  as  can  be  JD  any 
pnrt  of  England  ;  they  are  also  well  furnishMl 
with  swine  and  a  large  breed  of  Goates, 
fnlrer  by  lar  than  those  that  were  sent  over 
Ht  first.  It  may  please  your  honour  to  nnder- 
Ktand,  that  our  Saltmaker  hath  performed  his 


Btilt  that  ever  my  eyes  beheld.  I  shall  humbly 
alao  desire  you  to  remember  my  last  years 
suite  thai  our  dclicaie  llsTboura  and  Woods 
may  not  he  altogether  destroyed.  For  there 
hath  been  rinded  this  year  not  so  few  as 
ao,aoa  trees  and  Ihey  heave  out  ballast  in  the 
harbours  though  I  looke  on.  Asks  for  men 
accustomed  to  labour,  six  Masons,  foure 
Carpenters  two  or  three  Quarry  Men,  a 
Slater  or  two,  a  Lyme-bumer  and  Lyme- 
stones,  a  gooil  quanlily  of  strong  laths,  a 
couple  of  strong  maids,  that  (besides  other 
work)  can  brew  aud  bake  and  wheeles  hemp 
and  fiax,  and  a  convenient  number  of  West* 
Countrey  laborer*  to  fit  the  ground  for  the 
Plough.  Asks  for  Guns  and  a  gunner  and 
many  other  Ihingj — A  complente  Magaiiiie 
of  requircmcnta.      1   went   to   Formoso   and 
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RenoDse  npon  the  foDrth  of  thia  month  and 
bou^t  Bait  fbr  the  next  ytalet  Ashing 
amountiii^  to  1S6  bogs-headt,  becaiue  it  is 
M>  denre  in  England. 

The  l&st  jeere  I  shewed  joor  Bononr  oF 
mgch  eoarteete  recciued  from  simdrj  Mssten. 
M&nj   thia  jeere  hane  done  the  like,  thoiif;h 
some  like  not  oar  flounshing  beginning. 
Your  Hnnonre  &c. 
FerrylKnd  17  Edward  WrHHii. 

August,  leti. 

[Then  foltotr,  io  Wbilboume'i  1633 
edition,  32  luiiiea  of  those  that  stay  with 
Vfyjuae  (bnt  ytar.)  He  looked  tor  a  Mason 
and  one  nuwe  out  of  the  B«y  of  Conceptiun. 

(d)  N.  H.'s  Lbttbr,  Adocst  I6SS. 

The  coppj  of  a  letter  from  N.  H.  (Nicholas 

UoakuiB  1}  t,  geotleinaa  living  at  Fenyland 

(o   »    worthy  friend  W.  F.  of  the   18  of 

Angust  1682. 

After  deKCtihing  the  climate  and  coantry 
he  Bays  "  in  the  Wbitsoa-bol;  daie«  (1  taking 
with  me  Master  8(oning>  did  coast  tome 
ten  milea  into  the  Country,  Westwnrd  from 
our  PlantatioQ  to  make  some  di«coveiy  and 
to  kill  >  Deere  and  bang  some  5  miles  into 
tho  Land  where  we  lodged  that  oisht,  wf 
found  niDch  champion  gtound  of  good 
levels  of  one  (wo  three  or  four  hundred 
acres  together,  and  at  the  foot  of  each  bill 
we  alwaise  met  a  (aire  fresh  Kivec  which 
did  quench  my  ihin't  as  well  as  Beere.  Wo 
tiAvclled  three  days  but  found  no  Deere 
sare  their  footings  which  came  to  paMe  by 
nieanee  of  a  great  Gre  that  had  bumed  the 
Woods,  a  little  before,  ten  miles  compaesi:. 
It  began  between  Fermouse  and  Aquafort, 
it  burned  a  week  aod  then  wa)  quenched  by 
agreatraioe. 

"  I  know  not  who  or  what  he  was  that 

Eve  fire  to  it  bat  I  tbiofc  be  was  a  servaut 
red  by  the  deuill  who  will  pay  him  for  his 
worke.  In  the  night  the  Woolves  being 
Deer  did  somewhat  affright  us  but  diil  uot 
hurt  ns  for  we  had  dogs,  fire  and  sword  id 
Welcome  them."  Then  follows  a  further 
description   of  Tarinus    sorts    of   game  and 

Si-h "MaDDV  faire  h'lowers  I 

have  seenc  hecro,  which  I  cannot  name, 
although   I   had    learned    Geiraid's    Herbal 

by    heart. I    wrote    in 

hastd  to  satisfy  myselfe,  desiring  you  to 
looke  throught  it  as  thorow  n  proBpecIive 
glasse,  wheria  you  may  disceme  a  farre 
oft,  what  1  hHTB  scene  neere  hand  &c. 

commanded,  N.  H." 

17.  Tlie  CliartiiT  of  Avalon  to  Lord 
Baltimore,  1S23. 

(SJ.HUM  JfSS.,  170.) 

JAMES  by  tbe  Otace  of  God  Rin^; 
Whereas  oor  right  iruaiy  Counsellor  ait 
Ocorgo  Cahert  beiDg  excited  with  a  laudable 


and  piou*  leale  to  enlarge  the  extent  of  the 
Christian  world  and  therewith  of  oor  Empire 
hath  heretofore  to  his  great  ooste  purchased 
a  certain  region  In  a  country  of  ours  called 
Mewfonndlniid  not  yet  huRbaoded  Or  planted 
thoush  in  some  )>ans  thereof  inhabited  by 
certain  barbarous  people  ;  And  intending  now 
to  traDspotC  thither  a  very  great  Colony  of 
the  Engliuh  Nation  hath  humbly  besought  ua 
to  confinn  all  the  said  region  with  certain 
prireledges  requisite  for  good  govcinmeut. 

And  by  the  laid  Patteat  of  ye  said 
Province  coutaios  all  ye  entere  portion  of 
land  SB  aforesaid,  beginning  sontbetly  from 
tbe  midds  part  of  a  certain  neck  or  pro- 
mintary  situate  between  the  two  harbourB 
of  Fennose  and  Aquoforl,  and  from  thence 
following  the  shore  towards  ye  north  unto 
the  middle  part  or  half  way  over  a  little 
harbour  called  in  that  regard  Petit  Port  or 
Petit  Harbour,  which  boundeth  upon  tbe 
south  part  of  ibe  plantacion  of  St.  John's, 
including  the  one  half  of  a  certain  fresh  river 
that  flowetb  into  the  said  porte  of  Petit 
Harbour,  BDd  so  extending  along  the  Bonth 
border  of  the  said  Collony  of  St.  John's, 
eiteiideth  itself  to  a  certain  little  bay  called 
Salmon  Cove  lying  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Bay  of  Concepcion,  inclnding  the  one  half  of 
tbe  river  that  falleth  into  tbe  said  cove  as 
also  ye  one  half  of  ye  said  cove  itself  from 
whence  passing  along  ye  shore  towards  the 
(oulh,  and  reaching  unto  ye  bottom  thereof 
where  it  meets  with  the  land  of  John  Guy, 
Ciliicn  of  Bristolle  named  Sea  Fforest  is 
bounded  irith  a  certain  river  or  brooke  which 
there  falleth  into  the  fjea,  and  from  the 
mouth  of  the  said  brooke  aforciiaid  unto  the 
furthest  sjjriug  or  head  thereof  from  thence 
pa*seth  towards  tba  south  for  sis  miles 
together  iilong  the  borders  of  the  said  John 
Guie's  his  pliuitatinn.  and  thence  crobsing 
over  westward  in  a  right  line  reacbelh  unto 
the  Bay  of  Placeutia,  and  the  space  of  one 
legue  within  the  said  Bay  from  the  aboare 
thereof,  thence  turning  again  towards  the 
south  passeth  along  the  hu-bour  of  Flacentia 
with  the  like  distance  from  the  shoare,  and 
descending  unto  New  Falkland  towards  the 
north  west  part  thereof  it  reacbeth  itself  in 
a  right  line  eastward,  continuing  the  whole 
southerly  length  upon  the  bounds  of  the  said 
New  Falkland  unto  the  middle  part  or  point 
of  the  Fromentary  or  neck  of  land  afore- 
mentioned between  the  Forts  of  FfenDose 
aud  Aquoforf,  at  which  place  is  described 
and  finished  the  perambulaoce  ol  liie  whole 
precint,  &c.  &c. 

All  the  islands  within  ten  leagues  of  the 
Eastern  iboare  of  the  said  region- 
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foil  M  the  Bishop  of  Darbam.  B«^oii  to  bt 
held  in  cipito  by  Koighis  snrice,  jielding  ■ 
fifth  pkTl  of  all  guld  and  silver.  That  the 
region  loaj  be  Eminest  above  all  othei  pails 
of  Newfoundland  and  gnced  with  larger  titlea 
we  have  thought  fltl  to  erect  the  anme  into  a 
FrOFinoe,  to  beoatled  the  ProTince  of  Avaloo. 
Power  tn  make  laws,  appoint  judg«H ;  to 
Pardon,  on  an  emergenc;  to  make  special 
laws  without  the  eonaent  of  the  freeholder  j 
to  muBler  &  train  men  and  declare  Martial 
law  t  to  confer  titlea  and  incorporate  towna. 
To  be  free  from  all  cuatoma  and  power  to 
import  and  export  to  England  and  foreign 
countries  all  goods  tor  ten  yeara ;  aflerwania 
to  paj*  such  customa  aa  our  subjects  are  boand 
to  pay  and  no  more.  Power  to  constitute 
porta  of  entry  at  which  all  ships  must  unlade 
and  Ia>)e,  any  cualom  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Saying  always  and  ever  reserved  nnto  all 
our  sublets  free  liberty  of  fishing  aa  well  in 
the  aea  aa  in  the  porta  of  the  province  aod 
the  priveledge  of  diying  and  calling  their  fish 
as  heretofore  Ihey  have  reasonably  enjoyed 
which  they  ahall  enjoy  without  doing  any 
injury  to  Sir  George  Calvert  or  to  the  dwellera 
and  inhabitants  and  specially  la  the  woodea 
and  be  liable  for  damages.  Power  to  enjoy 
all  cuatoms  payable  or  accruing.  And  ?fe 
ahall  at  no  time  hereafter  make  any  tax  upon 
land  tenements  or  merchandize  laden  or  un- 
laden within  the  province  and  this  declaration 
is  to  be  a  full  discharge  to  all  officers.  Mo 
interpretation  bee  admitted  whereby  Godi 
holy  and  true  Christian  Beligion  or  the 
allegiance  due  to  us  Buffer  any  prejudice — 
ISigned  at  Westminster  the  7  of  April  in  the 
3 1  yeara  of  our  reign  of  Eogland. 

T.  Lord  Baltimore. 

The  first  letter  relating  to  his  colony  is 
from  FerrylanU,  dated  Sep.  5, 1621.  Capiaia 
Wynne,  his  Agent,  writes  that  he  had  arrived 
with  13  men.  In  1622  Captain  Daniel  Powell 
arrived  with  33  more. 

Wynne  says  the  first  range  of  boildinga 
erected  about  All  Hallow  Tide  was  44  feet 
long  by  15  feet  wide  containing  hall,  entry 
cellar,  four  chambers,  kitchen,  staircase,  paa- 
sage,  &c.  This  building  was  at  the  foot  of 
the  Downs  &iciag  the  sea.  "He  raised  up  a 
face  of  defence  to  the  water  aide  ward  ;  lowed 
wheat  for  triall  and  many  other  baainessea 
besides.  After  Christmas  he  built  a  parlour 
fonrtcene  foote  long  and  twelve  foot  hroade 
a  lodging  chamber,  a  forge,  salt  works,  a  well 
sixteen  foote  deepe,  a  brewe  faouae,  a  whaife 
and  a  Fortification  so  that  the  whole  may  be 
made  a  pcetlie  street." 

Aug.  17th,  16SS.  He  gives  an  account  of 
hia  crops  and  aenda  home  a  barrel  of  salt  as  a 

Wynne  waa  a  Welch  man  and  his 
emigrants  at'  we  teem  from  hia  contemporariea 
were  also  from  Walea. 


July  38,  IG33.  We  have  a  letter  frou 
Capn.  Daniel  Powell  evidently  a  West  Country 
man.  He  deacHbea  the  death  of  "  three  ewe 
goata  by  reaton  of  their  extreme  lunesac; 
one  ewe  and  buck  goat  snrvived." 

Both  Powell  and  Wynne  so  plundend 
the  unsuspecting  Baltimore,  that  at  last  he 
hud  to  visit  the  Colony  to  look  after  hi' 
interests.  He  writes  to  Lord  Stafford  in  1G!T 
that  "  it  was  iieceseary  for  him  to  go  over  and 
retlle  the  Colony  in  better  order  or  lose  the 
frultiif  all  hia  exertiona"  <_Slaffbrd  Corret., 
i.  3S.)  He  originally  intended  to  come  out  in 
I6-iS  (not  aospecting  the  failure  of  his  schemes, 
for  according  to  Sir  Wm.  Alexander,  Wynne 
had  contrived  to  make  some  appearance  of 
profit)  bnt  was  prevented: — "March  IS 
1G25:  George  Calvert  to  Coke."  I  intend 
shortly  God  willing  a  joumey  to  Newfound- 
land to  visit  a  plantation  J  have  begun  there 
some  yeara  since.  I  hind  the  ship  called 
Jonathan  now  in  the  Kiver  for  the  trans- 
port of  myself  and  such  plants  as  1  cany 
with  me.  But  I  understand  she  is  stayed  for 
the  King  so  I  must  give  place.  But  I  am  by 
that  menu*  utterly  disappointed  and  you 
should  do  me  the  duty  to  clear  her  and  her 
marrinera  and  also  the  Feier  Sonaomlare 
for  which  1  contracted  for  carrying  cattle. 
Whatever  favour  jon  do  me  herein  my  Lord 
Duke  will  not  be  displeased  at  it.  (Cmmer 
MSS.) 

In  1627  he  made  his  first  visit  to  New- 
foundland to  see  how  bad  matlett  really  were 
but  only  stayed  a  few  weeks.  In  16B8  he 
took  with  h™  hia  wife  and  all  hia  children, 
except  his  eldest  son,  to  permaneutlj  reside 
in  his  Plantation,  hia  sona-in-law.  Sir  B. 
Talhot  &  William  Peat<ely,  accompanied  him. 
At  Ferryland  they  li  ved  in  a  large  substantial 
atone  house,  the  scene  in  later  years  of  many 
an  incident  connected  with  the  Kirkes,  Down- 
ings,  Treworgie,  and  others.  The  house  was 
standing  in  1674;  Sir  Joseph  Williamson 
mentions  it  as  being  only  a  "  quoits  throw" 
from  the  shoare.  and  it  appears  to  be  depicted 
upon  Fitzhueh's  map  in  1693  ;  a  view  of  it  ia 
given.  The  Baltimore's  claim  to  have  apent 
£30,000  on  buildings  and  breaking  up  land  at 
Ferryland.  The  Kirkes  also  spent  some 
monej',  but  either  could  oot  or  would  not  say 
how  much,  perhaps  it  waa  very  little. 

In  IGas,  the  last  year  of  James's  reign, 
Calvert,  for  hia  services  to  the  Court,  had 
been  made  Baron  Baltimore,  Ireland, 

Bishop  Howley  aays  "If  Lord  Baltimore 
had  had  the  good  fortune  to  aeltle  in  St. 
John's,  Trepassey  &c  "  but  these  were  out- 
aide  bis  grant  and  his  best  available  Harbour 
was  Ferryltnd,  admirably  situated  for  defence 

Soon  after  his  arrival  at  Ferryland,  Balti- 
more, in  a  letter  to  the  King,  deacribea  his 
attack  on  "a  French  man  of  warre  one 
Monsieur  De  La  Bade  of  Deepe  wbo  with 
three  ships  and  400  men  well  armed  and 
appointed  came  into   mj  harbour  of  Cape 
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llroile,  wb«re  be  enrpriied  dWen  of  the 
figbermen  took  two  of  tbeir  ihippen  iu  the 
harbour  and  kept  posseuion  of  them  lill  I 
Bent  two  ahips  of  mine  with  Bome  hondred 
men  beitif(  all  the  force  we  could  make  upon 
the  ^oddayne  in  this  place  vbere  I  am  planted. 
Upon  the  approach  of  which  ships  near  to 
the  Harbour  monlb  of  Cspe  Broyle  one  of 
ihem  beiDK  360  Tom  with  24  pieces  of 
ordnance,  the  tYencb  let  slip  their  cables  and 
■usde  to  aea  as  taa  as  thej  could  leaTln^c 
behind  tbem  boih  the  English  ships  and  67  of 
their  own  crew  which  1  made  prisoaera.  We 
followed  tbe  chaw  so  locg  as  we  saw  any 
ponibilitj  of  coming  upp  with  them  but  ibej 
were  mncb  better  of  salle  and  we  were  forced 
to  give  OTOT." 

De  La  Bade  haddonemnch  damage  to  the 
northward,  so  Baltimore  went  Hfl«f  him,  found 
he  had  been  driven  away  by  a  ship  of  London 
before  be  could  get  there. 

"Hereupon  being  still  vexed  with  these 
men  (and  both  mjselfe  and  my  poorc  figherte 
heere  and  many  others  of  Your  Majesty's 
snbjects  much  injured  (his  yeere  by  them)  1 
directed  my  ship  in  consort  with  Captain 
Peame's  Klan  of  Warre,  then  in  this  country, 
to  seek  out  some  of  that  notion  at  Trepassa 
a  harbour  to  the  Sooth,  where  they  nsed  to 
fish.  There  they  found  six  shippea  5  of 
Bayonne  and  one  of  St.  Jean  de  Luz  whom 
■hey  took  with  their  lading,  being  fish  and 
Irayna,  and  haTe  sent  Ihem  to  England." 

Wherefore  Baltimore  prajs  die  King  to 
send  two  Men  of  War  to  guard  the  coast.  One 
i>f  his  pxize  ships  tbe  SI.  Claude  was  lenl 
out  under  Ihe  command  of  Leonard  Calvert 
I'Ord  Baltimore's  natural  son.  Bishop  How- 
ley  Bays  two  ships  were  sent,  the  records  show 
only  one  :— "  Dec.  IS,  163S.  Sir  F.  Cotting- 
ton  lo  Lord  Treasurer  Weston :  has  granted 
one  at  tbe  six  Prite  ships  which  Nicholas 
Mys  are  good  and  warlike."  In  December 
of  the  ilune  year  there  is  a  Felition  Irom 
Will  P<-asley,  on  behalf  of  Lord  Baltimore, 
to  the  Lordi  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
■hat  the  SI.  Claude  may  be  substituted  for 
|he  Eiperance,  and  in  December  s  Waimnt 
issued  "  to  deliver  one  of  the  priie  ships 
[Si,  Claude']  to  Leonaid  Calvert  son  of  Lord 
Baltimore  to  be  lent  for  Twelve  months." 

In  162S  there  was  a  dispute  between 
Lord  Baltimore  and  the  merebants  about  Ihe 
I'rcnch  priies  taken  in  Newfoandland  by  tbcir 
sbipf ,  the  Benediction  and  the  Victory.  Baltl. 
more  claims  for  his  psrl  according  to  the 
eonsoit  ship,  and  very  cunnicgly  asks  to  have 
"is  letter-of-marqae  antedat^  to  enable  him 
to  receive  his  proportion.  We  have  only 
B^timore'i  version,  so  we  cannot  decide  tbe 
■Wills  of  tbe  case. 

From  Ferryland  on  Aug.  19,  1628, 
Baltioura  thanks  the  King  npon  his  knees 
'or  the  loan  of  a  fair  ohip,  complains  of 
the  malice  and  ealamny  of  those  who  seek  to 
■Uke  him  appear  foul  in  His  Majesty's  eyes. 


and  of  the  slanderone  reports  raised  at  Ply- 
moulh  last  winter  by  an  audacious  man 
[Stourlon]  who  was  banished  for  his  mis- 
deeds ;  complains  of  cold  and  loss  of  life  by 
sickness ;  asks  for  grant  of  a  precinct  of  Isnd 
in  Virginia,  where  he  wishes  to  remove  some 
forty  persons  wilb  such  privileges  as  King 
James  granted  to  him  in  Newfoundland. 

Baltimore  died  in  1633  before  his  charter 
of  Maryland  was  completed ;  it  was,  however, 
granted  to  bis  distinguished  son  Cecil,  the 
second  Lord,  a  far  more  able  and  enorge^c 
man  than  his  father.  Ho  showed  great 
ability,  courage,  and  decision  in  dealing  with 
bis  opponents  in  Maryland,  and  faced  aud 
overcame  difficulties  before  which  his  father 
would  have  quailed.  The  questions  between 
Kirke  and  Baltimore  are  fully  set  forth  in 
tbe  law  proceedings  between  the  contendbg 
parties  :  nominally  the  right  to  Ferryland  was 
conceded  to  Baltimore  liy  Charles  II.,  but 
practicaU/  Ihe  result  was  of  no  benefit  to 
him.  The  warrant  directed  to  Sir  Louis 
Kirke,  Sir  David's  widow  and  his  sons  was 
issued  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II .  [For  more 
information  on  this  subject  read  the  note  on 
Kirke.] 

In  1754  the  Ballimores  renewed  their 
claim  to  Avalon,  but  the  Government  decided 
their  rights  had  lapsed  through  want  of 
actual  occnpation  and  possession. 

TI.  Beothics. 

since  the  above  was  in  print,  T  have 
examined  a  MS,  in  Lambeth  Library 
which  contains  a  much  fuller  description  at 
Guy's  visit  to  Trinity  Bay  than  is  given  In 
Purchas's  condensed  account  (p.  1S8). 
Doubling  the  Grates  they  came  to  Heart's 
Content,  and  from  thence  to  Spread  Eagle 
and  Bay  Bulls  arm.  Ouy  describes  their 
pleasant  intereourse  with  the  Red  Indians. 
They  are,  he  says,  of  middle  size,  broad- 
chested,  and  very  erect.  They  go  bareheaded, 
wearing  their  hair  somewlmt  long;  behind 
they  bare  a  grent  lock  of  hair  plaited  with 
feathers,  like  a  hawk's  lure,  with  a  feather  on 
it  standing  upright  by  the  crown  of  the  head, 
with  a  small  lock  plaited  before.  They  nora 
a  short  gown  or  cassock  made  of  stag  skins, 
the  fur  innermost,  that  came  down  to  the 
middle  of  the  leg,  with  sleeves  to  the  middle 
of  Ihe  arm,  and  a  bearskin  about  the  neck. 
Their  hair  was  diverse,  some  black,  some 
brown,  some  yellow.  Some  of  tbeir  wigwams 
were  covered  with  skins ;  they  had  other 
square-shaped  houses  covered  with  canvas 
obtained  from  some  Christians,  probably  the 
Biscaynns,  who  had  also  given  them  books, 
and  a  copper  utensil  which  was  kept  very 
bright.  Besides  paddles,  they  bad  some  oon 
shaped  like  the  Biscayan  oars.  The  canoe  is 
alBo  described  ;  it  pxaclly  resembles  the  one 
at  p.  37S.  -Several  Indian  families  must 
have  resided  at  tbe  bottom  of  Trinity  Bay 
about  this  period. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

REIGN    OF  CHARLES  I. 

1615-1649. 

eas.-^Capture  of  27  Tfcvfouodluid  i>bips  nud  SOO  peraoni  by  Torkish  piralei.    VaaKbui 
"  Golden  Fleece  "  published.     Mason's  capture  of  the  Good  i^orttme,  bI  "-- 


6. — Tbree  bnndred  kcd  fifty  families  of  Engliah  settled  betwceD  Cape  Baee  and 
Bonavista  ;  2S0  Knglisb  Tesi'els  Gfhing  id  Nevfouiidliuid.  WhilbonrDo's  appeal 
for  a  GoTemment  post  bb  iospector  of  provisioas. 

7.— Lord  Baltimore  vUiln  Penyland  for  b  few  weeks;  brought  two  priests;  foaod 
inhitbilants  and  au  English  ciergiman,  Stonrlon,  in  Conception  'Say.  t^teni  to 
Sir  W.Alexander,  of  NotbHco^b,  in  16S1,  conGrmed  by  tbe  King. 

:8.— Baltimore  returned  to  Feirylnnd  with  his  wife  and  ftmily.  Dr.  Meadns  nqioliating 
a  purchast!  of  part  of  the  pliintalion  from  Slany  lor  Lord  and  iMij  ConKuy. 
Hayman's  •'  Quodlibeta  "  published.  Baltimore  drives  away  a  French  pirate, 
tiaiiied  Delaltnde  ;  pmjs  for  a  convoy ;  one  ship  granted  i  dispute  between  Baltj- 
more  and  the  merchantH  ahont  French  priies.     Baltimore  Itanishes  Stourton. 

!9. — Baltimore's  priests  eome  to  England  under  assumed  names  ;  he  again  prays  for  a 
ship  to  protect  hii  settlements  ;  complains  of  Stourton,  and  asks  for  a  grant  in 
Virginia,  and  permisxion  to  move  his  reniily  and  dependants  there.  Baltimore 
sbanduned  Newfoundland  ;  founded  Maryland  in  Virginia. 


I  France  at  the  peace  of 

G33. — Charles  I.,  through  the  Star  Chamber,  made  his  celebrated  code  of  regulations  for 
the  goTemmi'ut  of  the  Newfoundland  fishery,  e«tablishing  fishing  admirals ;  first 
skipper  airiving  from  Kogland  to  he  judge  or  vice  admiral  for  fishing  seasou. 
Froclamatiou  for  the  observance  of  Sunday  in  Newfoundland. 
S34. — Star  Chamber  issued  a  charter  "to  the  merebants  and  traders  to  Newfoundhiud." 
Order  in  Council  passed  making  the  Bishop  of  Loudon  Ordinary  of  the 
PlBnlalion. 

o  the  French  to  core  and  dry  fish  in  Newfoundland  on 
n  the  produce ;  continued  fur  41  years.    This  was  the 
tt  commencement  ot  our  diHiculiieH  with  the  French.     Death  of  Mason, 
[uvor  of  Weymouth  visits  the  king  at  Woodstock  to  get  a  convoy  for  the  New- 
rouDdland  fleet. 


—  Arrival  of  Sir  D.  £irkeat  Feiryland. 
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1640. — Fnnfaei  compUintt  iftainst  Kirkn,     Kirke  dismiMed,  and  J'lhn  noimiag,  Moior, 

appoiot«d  Governor    hy  Pak-ntees.      Memoranduiu    abuut   Dutcb    tnidiDg  in 

NewfoundlBod. 
641. — Cargo  of  drj  Ssh  ebipped  f  rom  BohIod  to  Europe. 
642. — Civil  irar  belweea  Charles  and  the  Parlianieatar;  Party. 
643. — Firm  cargo  of  fish  eeot  from  BobIod  lo  Bilbao  ia  Spaiu. 
G4S. — Fir*t  Teasel  Bent  hoia  Boston  to  fish  at  Baj  Bulls  seized  bj  a  royal  cruiser. 
.646. — Tpeworgie  married  a  Mis*  Spencer,  ot  Newbenj,  Mass. 
647, — Governor  Winthrop  records  a  great  storm  in  Newfoundland. 

— Leiler   from  Charles  to  Kirke   about   asylum  for  Ladj  Havkins.    Kirke  oilers 

the  king-  an  asylum   in   Nevibundland.      Trial   and   ezecoiion  of  the   king. 

Common  wealth  cruiseis  sent  to  del«n<1  the  fliihtog  ships  a/ainst  Prince  Uaperi. 

Kirke  only  allowed  to  lake  to  Newfoundland  aofflcient  men  to  man  his  ships. 

The    short  nnd  tniubled  reign   of  this  untortunate   king  is,  and 
probably  always  will  be,  the  battle-ground  for  a  fierce  political  discussion 

between  Monarchists  and  Republicans,  Cavaliers  and  Koundheads.     Our 

colonial  records  throw  a  vivid  side-light  on  this  disastrous  period.     The 

treatment  of  our  unfortunate  Island 

by   Charles  I,  was  uniformly   cruel, 

tyrannio-i],   and    stupid.      In   every 

way  the  interest  of  the  patentees — 

the   courtiera — was  preferred  to  the 

welfare   of   the   planters.      Charles, 

like  his  father  James  I.,  was  in- 
fluenced entirely  by  his  personal 
feeling  for  his  immediate  adlierents ; 
whilst  he  defended  and  perpetuated 
the  absurd  monopoly  of  the  Ply- 
mouth Company  in  New  England 
against  the  rights  and  claims  of 
English  merchants  and  fishermen,  he 
pursued  an  exactly  opposite  course 
in  Newfoundland. 

The  king  carried  out  his  policy  chirlbs  i. 

towards      this      Colony     deliberately.  From  an  mffravittg  nfter  Vandyte. 

From  good,   honest    men,  well   ac- 
quainted with  the  Island,  settlers,  who  had  lived  there,  he  received  the 
very   best   advice   as   to    how   the   Colony    should   be    governed    and 
settlement  encouraged.     Sir  Williiim  Vaughan,  hi'*  intimate  friend  and 
a  staunch  supporter  of  Royalty,  in  his  "  Golden  Fleece  "  saya : — ' 

"Many  eLipB  from  Newfoandlaad  taken  by  Moorish  Pinitei.  .  .  .  More 
confusion  amongst  Fishermen  of  Newfonndland  than  any  o;ber  for  want  of  being 
eu Sic iently  guarded.    .    .     .    King  JamoB  did  about  three  yeoca  past  [1622  or  1623] 

'  Pi»rt]I.,p.  102,  I62S. 
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see  into  the  diBComforts  and  directed  a  commission  at  the  suit  of  tho  corporttUon 
[Gny's  Company]  for  plan  of  Newfoundland  to  proTide  a  conple  of  good  abips  in 
the  char)^  of  the  fiahermeii  to  protect  them  from  FiraieB  who  a  few  yeai-s  before 
had  pillaged  them  the  extent  of  £40,000  besides  100  pieces  of  ordnance  and  had 
taken  awa;  1500  mariners  to  the  hnrb  of  Newfoandland  and  the  Planters." 

Vaughan  urges  that — 

"  Th6  ships  shonld  be  retained  both  in  peace  and  war.  That  G  od  had  reserved 
Newfoundland  for  Britain  as  the  next  land  bejond  the  sea  and  not  abore  9  or  10 
days  eail  that  it  mi^ht  be  inhabited  the  sooner  by  Yonr  MajeBty's  Hubjeots  .  ,  . 
that  the  same  God  overlooks  Newfoandland  as  Europe.  ...  I  am  sony  to 
find  HO  many  hopolesa  in  my  ooantry  of  Wales  whereas  oloBe  by  ns  in  DeTOnshire 
150  ships  go  to  KewfoDDdland  transporting  from  tbeuce  those  commodities  without 
which  Spain  and  Italy  can  hardly  lire.  .  ,  ,  Experience  oE  this  fishery  sheweth 
that  it  yearly  maintains  8000  people  for  six  months  in  Newfoundland  .  .  . 
prodnote  of  the  colony,  tar,  pitch  &o.  codfish,  salmon,  mackerel,  herring  Ac.  <to. 

"  The  benefits  of  a  colony  would  be  to  restrain  oar  own  fishermen  [ship  fishers] 
who  seize  on  one  anothers  stages  ;  it  will  serve  to  reetrain  their  insolence  who  brag 
that  they  are  there  *  West  and  by  law.'  Organization  of  a  colony  vronld  provent  the 
depredations  of  the  ship  fishermen,  firing  the  woods,  stealing  salt,  and  fish,  easting 
ballast  into  the  Harbours,  &o.  &o." 

All  these  practical  suggestions  were  addressed  to  royal  ears  that 
would  not  hear.  The  colouies  under  Charles  were  as  much  neglected 
and  misgoverned  as  his  Royal  Navy,  with  its  rotten  ships  and  unpaid 
sailors. 

Vaughan  says : — 

"  Capt.  Wynne  and  Welchmen  settled  Ferryland  for  Iiord  Baltimore.  One 
man  near  Benoos  killed  700  Partridges  ;  3  men  catch  in  SO  days  25,000  to  30,000 
fish  worth  with  oil  £160;  many  sail  to  Kewfooiidland  in  12  to  16  dais  about 
tiOO  leagues  [1800  miles] ;  500  to  600  ships  yearly  resort  there  ;  freight  20/-  per 
ton  10;'-  for  a  man  passenger.  Newfoundland  a  good  security  for  Spain  and 
othor  foreign  enemies  as  there  arc  constantly  between  300  and  400  of  our  ships 
there.     [This  inclodea  fishing  ships  and  cargo  vessels.] 

"  1623.  King  James  sent  two  ships  of  war  as  convoys. 

"  1626.  DiBContinnod  by  Charles  I.  Wooden  house  host  for  cold  weather. 
Eicrcise  best  to  keep  off  scurvy.  Strong  liquor  prejudicial  in  cold  countries, 
barley  water  &  spruce  beer  beat.  Salt  costs  England  £iO,000  annually  ;  may  bo 
made  in  Newfoundland  for  3d.  per  bushel.    French  salt  costs  20(1.  per  bushel." 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  for  us  to  see  the  contemporary  records 
before  we  can  believe  that  any  king  or  government  should  decree 
that  this  gieat  Colony  was  not  to  be  inhabited,  that  any  chance  settlers 
remaining  should  be  persecuted,  hampered,  and  impeded  in  all  their 
labours  and  industry,  that  though  they  were  fishermen  and  had  to 
live  by  the  sea,  it  was  solemnly  decreed  that  none  of  them  should  reside 
within  sis  miles  of  its  shores ;  all  thdse  barbarities  were  made  law  in 
order  that  West  Country  fishermen  should  catch  fish  on  the  coast,  and 
a  few  courtiers  make  their  fortune. 

Resides  the  good,  sensible  advice  contained  in  Vaughan's  hook,  there 
in  more  of  the  same  character  in  another  work  wi-itten  at  Harbour 
Grace,  in  1630. 
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"A  propoBition  of  profitt  and  honottr  proposed  to  n^  dread  and  grfttiona 
Eovereigne  Lord  King  CSuu-Ies  b^  Bobert  Hajmsn." 

Hayman  sacceeded  John  Mason  as  Governor  of  Guy 'a  Colony ;  one 
part  of  the  CompaDy  seems  to  have  separated  from  the  Colony  at  "  Sea 
Fforest,"  Cupids,  and  formed  a  plantation  or  colony  at  HarViour  Grace, 
which  they  named  "  Bristolli  Hope,"  We  ]eam  from  Mason's  letter  that 
he  had  a  fishing  room  or  plantalion  there;  and  in  1697  the  inhabitants 
told  Abb4  Baudoin  that  their  harbour  was  the  first  place  settled  in  the 
country  by  the  English;  that  a  man  had  died  there  in  1693  or  1694 
aged  83.  He  might,  pos'iibly,  be  the  son  of  one  of  Guy'a  settlers,  but 
in  all  probability  he  was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  original  planters 
long  anterior  to  Guy's  arrival — most  likely  a  Davis,  a  Thistle,  a  Pike,  a 
Pynn,  a  Crawley,  or  a  Parsons — the  oldest  families  in  the  Bay  Metropolis. 
Hayman  proposes  for  the  king : — 

"  To  build  a  oitie  where  I  bare  placed  your  Carolinopole  [Harbour  Grace]  and 
to  priTilege  that  Towne  witli  that  fiebiug.  Your  llajeatj  might  likewise  roake 
it  a  Mart  or  free  market  for  fiah ;  ban  two  Harbonra  three  milee  apart  and  would 
grow  popalooB  rich  and  strong.  I  wonld  humblj  pray  this  Island  may  be  oalled 
Brittaniola. 

"  Tbe  French  and  BiscBjs  do  yearly  id  great  nnmber  fish  an  tbe  Mayne  aad 
dispossess  us.  Proposals  about  salt;  also  proposes  to  take  Cape  de  Tord  Island ; 
offers  farther  explanation  in  person  and  asks  the  King  to  decide  in  twenty-four 
bonra.  Many  ship  owners  are  forthooniing  to  aid  the  project."  [It  was  aa 
appeal  to  nnwilling  ears.] 

"  He  preeenta  a  plat  [map]  of  His  MajcBty'a  Dominions  both  possesaod 
pretended  and  intended  &o.  bnt  among  the  Beveral  lands  God  made  yon  Lord  over 
I  reoommend  to  Yonr  Majesty's  speoial  viewe.  a  work  left  for  you  to  finish  and 
famish  with  millions  of  Yoaraobjects  viz.  Newfonudland. 

"  In  this  Island  at  one  time  I  lived  fifteen  months  together  and  since  I  bare 
•pent  almost  every  anmmer  in  it.  I  bad  lots  of  time,  being  an  overseer  and  no 
labour  to  do.  But  seeing  to  my  grief  tbe  poor  anpport  of  divers  treatises,  read 
over  by  some,  liked  by  some,  derided  by  otbera,  and  neglected  by  almost  all,  and 
these  few  bave  either  iosuEQcientty  began,  or  have  been  deluded  and  wronged  by 
those  they  employed  or  mistaken  in  good  meaning,  or  have  not  been  able  to  spread 
or  cat  of  heart  with  poore  lowt,  imanpported  retoamea,  or  demands  of  new 
■npplies. 

"That  unless  Your  Majesty  snddainly  assist  this  oostly  businesa  is  like  to 
vanishe  lamentably.  ...  As  to  patents  to  certain  noblemen  .  .  .  these 
noblemen  were  but  only  named,  or  adventured  very  little.  Tbose  gents  were  soon 
made  weary  ;  those  merchants  acquainted  with  most  speedy  gain  first  falling  out 
among  themselves  by  reason  where-if  tbe  principal  undertaker  tGny]  a  man  of  their 
■inalitie,  wise  yet  incoDstant,  falling  o&  they  concluded  to  divide  the  land  into 
aeverall  parts  sinoe  when  aome  tiave  done  a  little  to  no  purpoae  and  the  most 
nothing. 

"  I  confess  sinoe  that  time  divers  noble  gents  have  adventured  somewhat,  first 
Sir  Percival  Willongbbee,  then  Dr.  Tangban  and  have  been  annoyed  by  dishonest, 
idle,  unfit  men,  those  employed  by  them  and  my  Lord  Fnlkland,  worse  [  only  my 
Lord  Baltimore  after  mncb  injurie  done  him  [evidently  by  Wynne  &  Powell] 
adventured  happily  thither  himself,  where  seeing  how  to  mend  it  and  the  goodness 
of  the  action  resolved  wisely  to  see  hb  business  done  himself  and  l>r.  Vaogban 
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intends  to  foUoir  hU  example.    Bat  experience  of  former  and  these  times  makes 
me  jealona  of  tbeir  suocete  nnlees  Your  Majesty  steps  in."  ' 

He  then  shows  how,  in  Ireland, — 

"So  good  WOB  done  nntil  the  King  began  to  take  tbc  matter  in  hand,  80 
Nenfoundland  Colonies  will  never  flourish  continnonslj  nnleea  undertaken  by  the 
King.  If  Neirfnundland  were  peopled  I 
dare  prove  that  1000  good  uhipa  only  [may 
succeed].  Bnt  it  may  be  thought  bow  we 
stand  with  France  and  Spain  if  a  large 
qnantity  ot  fisb  were  sent  will  have  small 
vent,  and  I  know  tbe  MsllowyanH  [men  of 
St.  Malo]  have  promised  tbeir  King  and  tbe 
Biskans  theirs  to  furnish  them  with  this 
commoditie  whereupon  they  have  not  only 
proclaimed  forfeiture  of  importation  thereof 
t&ken  by  as,  bat  I  heare  in  Spain  Ham- 
burghers  were  this  yeare  denounced  for 
doing,  bat  Your  Uajeaty  might  easily  amend 
this,  in  preventing  theirs  and  making  them 
glad  of  ours,  for  without  this  [fish]  tbey 
cannot  conveniently  sabsist.  Hunger  will 
break  down  walls.  In  Qneen  EliEabeths 
time  Ibey  had  it  from  their  enemies  the 
Hollanders."  ' 

Hayman  then  enumerates  the  products  < 
timber,  &c 

"  Newfoundland  is  a  land  worth  possessing.  There  is  a  rich  fishing  near  this 
land  called  tlie  Bank  where  yearly  400  French  ships  fish  and  from  whence  yoar 
subjects  have  never  reaped  any."  ' 
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"  the  country — pitch,  tar. 


In  1625   the  Commons 


against  tbe  settlers  i 


"a  Bill  for  tlie  maintenance  and 
"  increase  of  shipping  and  naviga- 
"  tion,  and  for  liberty  of  fishing  ia 
"  Newfoundland,  Virginia,  and  New 
"  England."  The  Bill  was  thrown 
out  by  Charles's  p;irty  in  the  House 
of  Lords.  The  Comtnons  refused 
a  subsidy,  and  Parliament  was 
dissolved  in  anger.  The  question 
of  free  fishery  was  one  of  the 
causes  which  led  to  hostility  between 
Charles  and  Parliament. 

In   Newfoundland    he  gave   an 
exclusive  monopoly   of    the  Island 

**"  fishery  to  the  Western  atlventurers 

or  ship  fishermen  from  Devonshire 

the  Island.     Most  tyrannicHl  laws  were  enacted 
'  B.if.MSS.,  Eg.  2541. 
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for  their  governance,  from  which  the  Enghsh  flsheroien  by  express 
enactment  were  to  be  at  all  times  exempted.  These  laws  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix  to  this  chapter  under  the  head  of  Star  Chamber  Rules.' 
The  extraordinary  provision  in  these  regulations,  making  the  first 
rude  English  skipper  who  entered  the  harbour  admiral  and  judge  over  all 
for  the  fishing  season,  seems  to  us,  in  this  age,  a  monstrous  anomaty  ; 
but  it  was,  as  the  Rules  declare,  an  Aiuyient  Custom,  now  for  the  first 
time  legalised.  The  old  arrangement  that  the  first  who  entered  harbour 
was  the  admiral,  prevailed  not  only  amongst  the  English  but  with  all  the 
foreign  fishermen.  The  ancient  practice,  however,  was  to  change  about 
each  week.  The  most  curious  part  of  this  proceeding  is  that  a  highly 
civilized    nation   like  the   French,  under  France's  most  able  minister 


Colbert,  adopted  precisely  the  same  regulation.  By  the  ordinance  of 
Louis  XIV.,  after  prescribing  most  minute  regulations  about  nets,  &c., 
he  gives  the  following  Rules  for  the  Newfoundland  fishery : — 

"  1.  The  first  who  shall  arrive  At  or  send  his  bont  to  the  Earboar  called  Le 
Havre  dn  Fetit  UaitTe,'  shall  have  the  choice,  aud  take  the  space  of  ground 
necessary  for  his  fiaherj  ;  he  shall  then  put  up  at  the  place  called  the  '  SriiSald 
o{  the  Giapple '  a  Bill  eigued  by  him  etatiog  the  day  of  his  arrival  aod  the 
Harbour  which  he  has  chosen. 

"  2.  All  other  Masters  ou  their  arrival  shall  go  or  send  to  the  same  place,  and 
write  down  on  the  same  bill,  the  day  of  their  arrival,  the  number  of  their  men, 
and  the  name  of  the  Harbour  and  place,  which  they  have  chosen,  in  proportion  to 
Ihe  burthen  of  their  ships  and  the  number  of  their  mariners. 

'  NOAKKS,  the  fnuner  of  these  mica,  was  '  See  JiOOBSi's  map,  16S1,  p.  ISO. 

Altoroey  Oeoersl  and  tho  invemor  of  ship 
■nooej  and  olher  illfgal  e: 
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"  3.  The  captain  tbat  arriTes  first  shall  cftase  the  Bill  or  placard  to  be  guarded 
by  one  of  his  men,  who  shall  remain  upon  the  place  till  all  the  Masteis  shall  hare 
made  tbeir  declaration,  nhich  afterwards  »hall  be  pat  into  his  hands. 

"  4.  Vo  Master  or  Iif arinern  may  eottle  in  any  Harbonr  or  station,  fill  tbey  have 
made  tboir  declaration  in  t.he  form  aforesaid;  nor  uhall  thej  disturb  any  other 
master  in  the  choice  that  he  maj  hare  made  under  the  penalty  of  500  livres." 

This  law  applied  to  all  the  coasts  of  Ne\r  France.  The  fiiBt 
captain  was  to  keep  a  correct  account  of  all  offences  committed  against 
this  ordinance,  and  on  his  return  it  was  to  be  delivered  to  the  judge  of 
the  Adtriiralty  Court,.  Ships  fishing  on  the  banks  were  not  allowed  to 
set  sail  at  night.  AU  French  Kubjetts,  of  what  quality  or  condition 
soever,  might  cause  ships  to  be  buitt  or  bought,  and  cany  on  a  trade  at 
sea,  by  themselves  or  agents,  without  its  being  considered  derogatory  to 
their  quality,  provided  they  sold  nothing  by  retail.  The  finst  French 
Muster  who  arrived  in  the  harbour  was  constituted,  like  his  English 
prototype,  Admiral,  supreme  Ruler,  and  Judge  over  all  the  French  fisher- 
men in  the  port.  The  fishing  admiral  still  survives  in  the  French 
prud'iiomme  of  the  N.K,  and  West  Coast. 


The  Star  Chamber  Rules  were  for  the  benefit  of  the  Buke  of 
Hamilton,  Sir  David  Kirke,  and  other  partisans.  When  this 
extraordinary  patent  was  granted,  the  Newfoundland  settlers  had 
been  in  possession  of  their  homes  for  a  long  period.  They  had  built 
houses  and  stages,  and  cleared  small  patches  of  ground.  AU  this 
expenditure  of    money  and    labour,  all  their  luwful    title  to  their 
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hard-earned  poesesaions,  was  ruthlessly  swept  away,  in  order  to  gratify 
the  cupidity  of  a  few  courtiers.  Aa  far  as  the  king's  (jrant  could 
annul  all  the  rights  of  former  occupants  and  patentees  under  King 
James's  charters,  this  new  title  to  Hiimilton  and  Kirke  was  intended 
to  do  so  ;  there  is  no  saving  clause,  no  reservation ;  the  whole  Island  is 
granted  to  the  new  patentees.  This  charter  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton, 
Kirke,  and  others  has  such  an  important  bearing  on  our  history  that  it 
is  set  out  fully. 

Nothing  shows  more  clearly  the  treachwy  and  ingratitude  of 
Charles  than  his  dealings  with  Lord  Baltimore  respecting  this  new 
grant.  The  king  was  bound  by  every  sentiment  of  personal  feeling 
and  gratitude  to  treat  the  Calverts  with  kindness  and  consideration. 
The  first  Lord  Baltimore  had  been  tlie  faithful,  abject  servant  of  his 
father,  and  his  own  great  personal  frieod.  The  records  show  us  how 
Charles  acted  in  the  matter.  In  February  1637  Cecil  Lord  Baltimore, 
in  a  petition,  sets  forth  his  grant  and  the  large  sum  of  money — ^^20,000 
— he  bad  expended  in  the  Colony ;  and  that  he  had  left  a  governor  in 
the  Island  up  to  the  time  of  his  father's  death.     He  says  : — 

"  It  is  reported  that  Dome  pePHOui  of  quality  have  e,  design  to  demand  cnstomB 
upon  all  Rth  tnken  or  Bold  in  Newfoundland,  which  niaHt  ceede  trench  npon  his 
rifihte ;  desires  that  nothing  may  be  done  to  his  prejudice  before  Hiu  Conneel  ia 
heard  and  satisfaction  given.  If  really  for  the  King's  aenrice  will  lay  his  rights 
at  Hia  Majesty's  feet,  confident  that  his  great  charges  will  be  taken  into 
consideration." 

In  reply  to  this  petition,  in  May  of  the  same  year,  this  answer  was 
sent : — 

"  The  King  to  the  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Plantations  and  all  other 
officers  and  Ministers ;  is  informed  by  Lord  Baltimore  that  some  grants 
concerning  Foreign  Plantations  may  pass  the  seals  prejodicial  to  his  letters 
patent  for  Newfonndland  and  Maryland.  They  are  therefore  commanded  not 
to  permit  any  patent  commission  or  other  warrant  for  plantation  or  discoTcry 
near  the  Provinces  of  Aralon  and  Maryland  to  pass  which  may  in  any  way 
infringe  npon  the  rights  or  privileges  of  Lord  Baltimore  and  his  heirs  for 
whose  better  enconragement  the  King  engagee  hia  Boyal  word  never  to  permit  any 
'  quo  warranto '  or  other  proceeJiTig  for  infringing  or  (nserthrowing  either  of  hit 
patent*." 

To  show  the  value  of  the  royal  word  of  Charles  I.,  on  the 
13th  November  of  the  same  year,  1637,  the  charter  was  granted  to 
Hamilton,  Eirke,  and  others  of  the  whole  Island  of  Newfoundland  ; 
and  the  reason  for  this  grant  is  set  out,  that  Lord  Baltimore,  Lord 
Bacon,  and  others,  to  whom  grants  have  been  made,  have  deserted  the 
Island.  The  contents  of  this  remarkable  patent  afford  a  striking 
illustration  of  the  high-handed  tyranny  of  Charles  I. ;  without  the 
sUghtest  regard  tor  the  settlers  in  the  Colony,  or  the  interest  of  the 
former  patentees,  Baltimore,  Guy,  Falkland,  &c.,  who  had  expended 
large  sums   of  money  in  developing  the  resources   of   the  Island,  he 
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gives  away  to  etrangers  all  their  valuable  possessions  held  under  grants 
from  hia  father,  James  L     The  influence  of  Devonshire  seems  to  have 
been  all  powerful  at  Court;  all  their  policy  is  embodied  in  this  deed. 
Settlers  were  not  to  dwell  within  six  miles  of  the  shores,  and  practically 
all  their  rights  were  given  over  to  the  sliip  fishermen  from  the  West  of 
England.     Special    power  is  given   to   the   patentees   to  collect   taxes 
from  all  strangers.     Under  this  charter  Sir  David  Kirke  went  out  to 
Newfoundland  and  took  possession  of  all  Lord  Baltimore's  property. 
On  this  grant,  obtained  by  fraud  and  Court  influence,  the  Bevonahire 
fishermen  always  based  their  claim  to  exclusive  rights  of  fishing  and 
their  right    to    bunish   the 
settlers  from  the  shore.  About 
the  20th  February  1634   a 
charter   was   issued  out   of 
the   Star   Chamber   to   the 
merchants    and    traders   to 
Newfoundland.     This  grant 
has  been  lost,  but  it  evi- 
dently embodied   the  Star 
Chamber    Rules     and     the 
orders  in  Hamilton's  grant. 
The  Crown  did  all  it  could 
do    to    destroy   settlements 
and   to   injure  the  settlers. 
Fortunately,  the    king  had 
no   force   to   carry  out   his 
tyrannical      policy.        The 
charter  was   a  dead  letter. 
The   planters   continued   to 
live    about    the    harbours,  diek  of  haxiltoh. 

creeks,     and      coves     on     the  From  <»>  mffracmg  a/ter  Tand^kt. 

east  coast  from  Cape  Race 

to  Cape  fiona\  ista.  The  densest  populaUon  was  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  St.  John's.  None  of  the  noble  patentees  exei-cised  any  speiial 
control  in  this  neighbourhood,  at  least  over  the  English  settlers,  or 
anywliere  else,  except  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Feriyland.  They 
owned  two  room*i  in  St.  John's  Harbour,  and  these  remained  their 
sole  posaeBsion.  One  was  about  the  present  Queen's  Wharf  and 
Messi's.  March  and  Harvey  &  Ca'a  premises ;  the  other  room  was 
directly  east  of  Messrs.  Mudge  &  Co.'s,  on  the  south  side,  known 
as  the  "  Naval  Dock  and  Storehouse,"  and  still  owned  by  the  Imperial 
authorities.  The  patentee's  business  and  fishing  and  trading  operations 
were  all  carried  on  at  Lord  Baltimore's  premises  in  Ferryland. 
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Tus  Gbant  to  the  Duke  of  Hauiltok,  Sib  Datid  Kibkb,  and  othsbh,  of  tbe 

Island  of  NewjookdIiAHD,  ISin  Noveubeb  1637. 

After  reciting  that  Lord  Baltimore,  Lord  Bacon,  aDd  the  London  and 

"  divers  "  other  companies  to  whom  grants  1iad  been  made  had  deserted 

'the  Island,  the  king  grants  the  whole  Island  to  Hamilton,  Kirke,  and 

others  between  46°  and  53° — 

"  All  being  divided  from  the  Continent  hy  an  arm  of  the  sea  ....  and 
all  rivera,  Harboare,  eiages,  ports,  and  forts,  land  and  wooda,  lakes  and  buildings 

and  all  and  all  manner  of  fish  whatBOerer  in  any  of  the  seas  or  rivers 

geld,  gems  &o.    .    .    .    Patronage  and  advo.wson  of  the  ohorohes 

irliich  are  or  shall  hereafter  be  bnilt  and  all  Bights  Jurisdiction  &c.  ,  ,  which 
hare  at  anj_  time  heretofore  been  held  or  enjojed  and  thej,  the  eaid  Hamilton  ^. 
to  be  the  tme  and  absolnte  Lords  and  Proprietors  of  the  Raid  Continent,  Island  and 
region  of  Ifewfoandland  except  only  the  allegiance  due  to  His  Uajestje. 

*'  If  either  Hamilton  &o.  nor  any  Planter  or  Inhabitant  shall  fell  wood  nor  Jmild 
vUkin  lix  vtiki  of  the  tea  between  Cape  Bace  and  Cape  Bonariata  sare  only  that 
the  Planters  shall  hare  liberty  to  fish  there  and  cut  wood  for  fishing  as  other  our 
snbjeotB  have  and  enjoy  ....  And  also  shall  have  fnll  power  and  liberty  to 
baild  any  fort  or  forts  for  defence  of  said  Country  and  fiehiug  and  shall  have 
timber  where  it  may  be  spared  to  the  least  prejudice  of  the  fishery  .... 
Inhabitantfl  shall  not  take  up  before  the  arrival  of  the  fishermen  all  the  best 
beauhes  within  the  capes  aforesaid  .  .  nor  take  away  burn  &c.  any  stage  or  any 
necessaries  which  they  may  leave  there  .  nor  shall  commit  any  act  or  thing 
to  alter  change  or  disturb  hinder  or  interrupt  the  manner  and  use  of  fishing  now  or 

at  any  time  hereafter  need  or  accnstomed and  all  our 

subjects  borne  or  to  be  borne  within  our  Kingdom  of  England  or  in  any  of  oar 
Kingdoms  or  Dominions  may  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  peaceably  hold 
use  and  eujoy  ye  freedom  of  fishiDg,  in  any  of  the  seas,  lakes,  or  rivers,  t>f  the  said 
Island  or  in  or  about  or  adjoining  with  full  Uberty  to  land,  salt,  &d<1  ^ry  fish. 
If  ielding  the  one  fifth  part  of  all  gold  Ac,  to  the  Grown. 

"  Power  to  make  taws  with  the  assent  of  the  freeholders  or  the  major  port  of 
them.  Freeholders  to  atlend  when  summoned.  Power  to  put  tbe  laws  in  execu- 
tion and  exact  the  penalty  ....  But  the  toAi  laws  are  not  to  extend  to  any 
ftliermtn  who  are  to  be  for  ever  free  from  the  juritdietion  of  the  Qovemmanl  of 
Nevfamtdland  who  are  to  be  subject  to  and  immediately  under  ye  order  rule  and 
government  of  us  our  heirs  &c.  as  We  shall  from  time  to  time  appoint  make  and 
direct  and  unto  the  laws  made  in  the  9th  year  of  onr  reign  which  laws  shall  be 
iuTiolably  kept  and  observed  by  the  fishermen  .  .  .  power  to  grantees  to 
appoint  magistrates  ....  to  pnnish  and  pardon  offenders  ....  to 
Meoute  justice  and  to  see  the  said  laws  be  observed  if  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
England  or  prejudicial  to  the  fishery  ....  Proprietors  to  make  laws  in  case 
f^eholdera  cannot  be  called  ...  to  publish  and  make  them  known.  Leave 
to  all  to  congregate  there,  and  build  forts,  all  the  Inhabitants  and  children  to  he 
ffee  deniz«nB  and  to  enjoy  all  English  priviledges,  to  transport  their  goods  without 
paying  Oostoms  provided  they  get  leave  in  writing  from  the  said  Treasurer. 
Power  to  make  warre  and  call  to  their  standard  all  persons  whatsoever  and 
wheresoever  (except  fishermen)  and  to  appoint  a  General  ....  to  declare 
iwrtial  law  ....  to  confer  honours  ....  to  incorporate  Towns 
■    •    .    only  to  pay  customs  on  goods  sent  to  England  as  natural  born  sobjecta 

-    .    Power  to  bnild  forts saving  always  and  reserving  to  ns  Ac. 

free  and  ample  liberty  of  fishing  in  any  of  ye  seas  lakes  rivers  Ac 


.     DigitizPflHyGoOgle 


144  REIOK  OF  CHARLES  I. 

"  Strangen  to  pay  five  per  oent.  after  Christmas  itty  next  and  the  same  by  all 
atrangera  who  shall  bay  fish,  and  the  aame  for  all  oylea  made  there  .  .  .  and 
we  will  and  require  the  said  Proprietors  to  put  this  in  execntion  .  .  CoUcctora 
of  Gnstoma  to  receive  the  same  before  they  load  or  depart.  Proprietor!  to  be 
collectors  and  to  account  to  His  Majesty.  For  their  trouble  Pntprietora  to  bave 
fire  per  cent,  from  all  strangers  making  use  of  any  ground  and  the  same  five  per 
cent,  from  all  strangers  that  come  there  in  sack  ships  and  the  like  oot  of  the  oylas' 
.     .     .     These  cnstoma  to  last  51  years.     The  Crown  to  hare  ten  per  cent,  thereof, 

and  giving  account  of  all  gold  &a The  Proprietors  confirmed  in  all  things 

bat  the  fishing  and  the  solo  trade  of  the  oonntry  except  the  fishing.  Power  to 
admit  partners  merchants  and  others  who  are  to  hare  the  Bame  privileges  as  the 
others,  not  to  pay  any  tax.  Their  ships  not  to  be  detained  at  any  port  except  in 
case  of  invasion  of  England.  Every  one  over  Twelve  years  old  to  take  the  oaths 
upon  the- Holy  Evangelists  before  Hamilton  Eirke  or  his  Deputy  to  establish  the 
orthodox  religion  .  .  .  Power  to  transport  necesoaries  thither  ...  All  his 
subjects  to  aide  and  assist  them." 

No  county  in  England  contains  ao  many  small  proprietors  as 
Devonshire;  no  other  county  produced  bo  many  courtiers  during  tlie 


Tudor  and  Stuart  period  as  this  fair  southern  shire.  The  influence  of 
this  western  aristocracy  was  bound  up  with  the  Devonshire  adventurers 
to  Newfoundland,  and  it  was  entirely  to  suit  their  selfish  monopoly  and 
greed  that  laws  were  enacted.  Newfoundland,  for  more  thein  a  century, 
had  been  pouring  wealth  into  the  western  counties.  The  landed  gentry 
were  directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  this  lucrative  trade.  Through 
this  business  the  landlord  was  often  paid  his  rent.  The  hai-d  riding, 
hard  drinking  squires   obtained    their   potent   sherry,   and   port,   and 
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agwardienU  from  the  Newfoundland  fleet ;  the  housewivea'  preserves, 
marmalades,  dried  fruit,  oud  oil,  all  came  from  exchange  with  the 
foreigners  in  Newfoundland.  Manufacturers  of  Bridport  cordage  and 
West  of  England  cloth  made  a  lai^  portion  of  their  sales  through 
the  Transatlantic  fishery  and  trade.  Devonshire  was  largely  in- 
terested in  the  fishery ;  the  western  courtiers,  powerful  at  Court,  used 
their  influence  with  the  king  to  carry  out  the  selfish,  grasping  policy 
of  Devon.  For  two  hundred  years  following  we  shall  always  find 
the  Coartenays,  Carews,  Northcotes,  and  other  great  county  families, 
oniformly  asijisting  to  keep  Newfoundland  simply  as  a  fishing  place  for 
their  countrymeiL  The  fatal  efi'ect  of  this  influence  really  begins  in  this 
reign.  It  had  been  attempted  before,  as  we  have  seen,  against  Quy,  hut 
had  failed.  Now,  however,  it  burst  forth  iu  full  vigour,  and  for  two 
centuries  it  fell  like  a  blight  upon  the  unfortunate  Colony.  Paralysing 
all  progress  and  advancement,  it  wsa  a  fatal  barrier  alike  to  agriculture 
and  the  peaceful  development  of  the  great  resources  of  the  island.  A 
Devonian  myself,  I  should  be  utterly  recreant  to  my  duty  as  a  historian 
if  I  did  not  fully  set  forth  the  dire  effects  of  West  Country  influence 
upon  the  progress  of  the  Colony. 

Whilst  nothing  can  palliate  the  selfiah  and  persistent  attitude  of 
Dev(»uhire  traders  towards  the  island,  the  only  possible  excuse  for  their 
conduct  lies  in  the  ignorance  of  the  age,  and  the  claim,  or  pretended  claim, 
which  the  West  Countrymen  set  up,  that  Newfoundland  was  their  own 
possession,  gained  by  their  strong  right  arms,  without  aid  from  the  Crown, 
and  defended  against  all  foreign  foes  by  their  own  dauntless  courage.  The 
real  blame  attaches  to  the  Government,  who  permitted  such  a  destructive 
policy  to  be  carried  out.  In  all  ages  the  rule  of  traders  has  been  selfish 
and  narrow.  Bacon  had  the  Devonshire  men  in  his  mind  when,  in  his 
essay  on  plantations,  he  said ;  "  Let  not  the  Government  of  any 
"  plantation  depend  upon  too  many  counsellors  and  undertakers  in  the 
"  country  that  planteth,  but  upon  a  temperate  number,  and  let  those  be 
"  rather  noblemen  and  gentlemen  thtaimerchants,  for  they  look  evur  to 
"  ihe  present  gain." 

We  have  seen  the  constant  danger  to  which  both  settlers  and  ship 
fisheimen  were  exposed  from  pirates  in  the  preceding  period.  In  the 
first  years  of  Charles's  reign  a  new  peril  arose  from  the  Turks.  In  many 
instances  these  so-called  Sallee  rovers  were  renegade  Englishmen, 
Frenchmen,  and  Spaniards,  who  adopted  the  Turkish  ensign  simply  as 
the  most  convenient  flag  under  which  to  carry  out  their  depredations  on 
the  peaceful  commerce  of  Europe.  The  following  letter  from  the  Mayor 
of  Poole  to  the  Privy  Council  sets  out  in  graphic  terms  the  danger  to 
Z    p.  2729.  ^ 
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which  the  »hip  fi&hermeti  were  exposed  from  this  new  eaemy,  and  the  dis- 
graceful condition  of  the  Navy  under  the  degenerate  rule  of  the  Stiuulis. 
With  the  exception  of  two  vessels  sent  out  by  James  L  to  protect  and 
convoy  the  Newfoundland  fleet  at  the  instance  of  Vaui^ian,  and  one 
man-of-war  lent  to  Lord  Baltimore,  no  Royal  ships  ever  visited  the 
Colony  during  the  early  part  of  this  reign. 

"  Letter  from  Mayor  of  Poole  to  Privy  Conncil.    Aug.  8th,  1625. 
"  Bigbt  Bononrable  my  very  good  Lords, 

"  I  have  thonght  it  my  boimden  datj  to  advertize  Tonr  Lordships  that  the 
fonertb  of  this  August  ther  vbs  taken  some  eyght  or  nyne  leaguM  off  from 
Plymouth  by  the  Tuikieb  men  of  warr  belonging  to  Sallye,  the  Ann«  of  Poole. 
The  examination  of  her  Mr.  Nicholas  Murray  have  sent  Your  Lordships  here 
enclosed  and  with  all  ye  great  damage  thRt  ye  Towne  of  Foole  hath  before  this 
lately  received  having  in  oaptivitye  diverse  men  with  two  shippea  of  this  town 
taken  by  this  fleete  and  nowweheare  that  unleese  Your  Lordships  shall  be  pleased  to 
take  it  into  yonr  consideration  that  ye  Newfoundland  fleetu  being  abont  two  hundred 
and  fiftye  sayle  of  shippes  and  barques  of  noe  defence  haveing  some  fewer  or  five 
thousand  men  belonging  to  ye  Westeme  ports  expected  homewards  scattering 
within  this  moneth  may  be  provided  for  by  some  such  provision  as  sliall  seems  best 
to  Tonr  Lordships  which  are  not  onely  threatened  tu  be  surprised  by  this  fleet  of 
Sallye  but  also  menacing  that  within  this  two  years  they  will  not  leave  his  most 
excellent  Majesty  Saylors  to  man  his  tleetes.  Thus  leaving  the  busyneese  of  soe 
great  consequence  unto  Tour  Hononrable  consideration  soe  with  all  humble  dutye 
take  my  leave." ' 

Also  from  Mayor  of  Plymouth,  August  12th,  1625 : — 

"  Says  there  are  general  fears  for  the  ships  from  Virginia  and  Newfoundland. 
The  Turkish  pirates '  bad  taken  in  ten  dayes  27  xhips  and  200  persona."  * 

And  in  the  Weymouth  Records*  again  of  September  1636  : — 
"  The  300  English  ships  from  Newfoundland  will  be  in  great  peril  from  TuTkisli 
Piiates.  The  Mayor  of  Weymouth  followed  the  King  to  "Woodstock  to  get  help  for 
the  [fishing]  fleet  but  was  only  told  the  [Royal]  fleet  should  come  down  with  the 
first  fair  wind.  The  Major  said  this  would  only  mitigate  not  cure  the  business. 
The  Archbishop  [Land]  striking  his  hand  upon  his  breast  said  while  he  had  liFc. 
he  would  do  his  utmost  to  advance  so  consequential  a  business,  tliat  within  this 
twelve  montha,  not  a  Turkish  ship  should  be  able  to  putt  out." 

This  extract  gives  a  vivid  picture  of  the  times,  a  remarkable  illustra- 
tion of  the  character  of  Charles  I-  We  can  imagine  the  anxious  mayor 
galloping  for  his  life  to  save  the  great  fleet  of  merchantmen  on  which 
four  fair  counties  were  dependent  almost  for  their  existence,  on  whose 
safety  hung  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  halt  the  seamen  from  Devon, 
Dorset,  Cornwall,  and  Somerset.  The  answer  of  the  king  shows  his 
utter  incapacity  to  appreciate  the  vital  interests  of  his  subjects.     How 

'  Retordt.  »  Bteordt. 

>  Such    name«    a*    "Turka    Gat"  and  *  U.  J.  Movlg,  DtacHpliot   Calalogitt 

"  Tnrits  Cove  "  in  Newfoundland  record  Ibe  of  the  Charttn  if  Wti/aioatli. 
memory  of  these  terrible  cortaiis. 
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ditferently  Elizabeth  or  Ci-omwell  would  have  acted ;  all  their  pride  and 
patriotism  would  have  been  roused  by  this  daring  attack  on  Engliflbmen 
by  outlandish  pirates.   . 

How  imminent  must  have  been  the  danger,  how  terrible  the  anxiety 
and  fear  o£  the  chief  magistrate,  when  it  nerved  his  worship's  poor 
diffident  tongue  to  insist  most  strenuously,  even  in  the  august  presence  of 
majesty,  on  the  necessity  of  sending  off  the  Royal  ships.  Perhaps  the 
most  striking  part  of  the  story  is  the  arrogance  of  Laud — ^the  swell- 
ing pride  of  this  little  Protestant  Wolsey — with  his  vague  threat  to 
annihilate  the  Turkish  pirates.  How  much  more  practical  it  would  have 
been  had  he  used  his  influence  with  his  RoyaJ  master  to  send  immediate 
help  to  the  endangered  Newfoundland  fleet. 

Besides  the  ocefui  pirates,  the  fishermen  suffered  grievously  from  the 
pressgang  ;  not  only  were  men  pressed  for  the  Royal  Navy,  but  even 
girls  were  captured  to  be  sent  out  to  the  plantations:  "October  19, 1613, 
"  — In  Somerset  it  was  reported  that  forty  maidens  had  fled  from  their 
"  homes  to  obscure  places  to  escape  the  pressgang." 

Sir  David  Ktrke,  the  active  manager  of  Hamilton's  Company,  was 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  heroes  of  this  age  ;  his  gallant  capture  of 
Quebec  and  destruction  of  the  French  power  in  Canada,  the  most 
brilliant  naval  exploit  in  colonial  history.  Tiie  pusillanimous  king 
threw  away,  at  one  blow,  all  the  immense  advantages  he  had  gained  for 
the  stru^ling  English  colonies,  and,  with  true  Stuart  ingratitude,  left 
Kirke  and  his  associates  to  bear  the  enormous  expense  of  the  expedition, 
undertaken  under  a  direct  commission  from  his  sovereign. 

The  policy  "of  scuttle  is  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  products  of  modem 
Eoglish  statesmanship,  but  a  knowledge  of  the  dealings  of  the  Stuarts 
with  the  English  dominions  in  America  will  convince  us  that  they  fairly 
rivalled  the  nineteenth  century  rulers  of  England  in  this  line.  Sir 
David  Eirke  and  a  few  gallant  adherents  had  won  Nova  Scotia  for  the 
Crown  of  England ;  Biitish  sovereigns  claimed  the  countiy  by  right  of 
discovery ;  James  I.  had  made  a  grant  of  it  to  the  eccentric  Sir  Wdliara 
Alexander ;  Englishmen  hnd  it  in  possession ;  the  young  colonies  of 
New  England  clamoured  for  its  retention  as  a  barrier  against  their 
ruthless  foes,  the  French  ;  yet,  at  the  peace  of  St,  Germains,  1632, 
notwithstanding  England  was  then  in  possession  of  the  principal  French 
territories  in  North  America — Quebec,  Port  Royal,  St.  Croix,  and 
Pentagoet — by  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  treaty,  oil  these  places  were 
restored  to  France. 

Cromwell  felt  the  loss  of  Nova  Scotia  so  keenly  that,  even  though  at 
peace  with  France,  he  re-occupied  the  Colony,  and  sent  out  a  Governor, 
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Sir  ThomBfi  Temple.  la  1662  Charles  II.  inteDcled  to  give  it  back  to 
France,  but  Kew  England  sent  such  a  spirited  petition  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  the  treacherous  hand  of  the  king  was  stayed  for  a  time ; 
by  the  treaty  of  Breda,  however,  Charles  ceded  Nova  Scotia  e^ain  to 
the  French ;  the  stout,  old  Governor  Temple  stood  out ;  he  and  his 
adherents  had  spent  large  sums  of  money  on  the  fortifications,  and  tlie 
country  was  not  finally  surrendered  to  our  enemies  until  1670.  In  the 
policy  of  scuttle,  the  Stuarts  have  a  fair  claim  to  pre-eminence. 

Bishop  Howley  and  Mr.  Henry  Kirke's  accounts  of  Sir  David  are 
not  quite  in  accord  with  the  testimony  of  the  English  records.  Kirke 
and  his  brothers,  Louis  and  Thomas,  were  Lorn  in  I>ieppe;  David 
was  a  member  of  Sir  William  Alexander's  company;  it  wa.s  probably 
in  some  way  to  recompense  him  for  hia  losses  in  the  Quebec  expedition 
that  the  king  granted  the  patent,  which  was  at  first  in  his  name 
alone.  He  came  out  to  Newfoundland  with  one  hundred  men  in  1C38, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  family ;  having  taken  possession  of  all 
Lord  Baltimore's  property  at  Fcriyland  he  vigorously  set  to  work  to 
make  money  in  the  Colony,  charged  rent  for  stage  rooms,  sold  tavern 
licences,  and  did  a  roaring  trade  in  everything.  The  charter  gave  him 
authority  to  exact  dues  from  foreigners;  so  he  travelled  all  around  the 
Island,  and  made  every  Frenchman  and  foreigner  pay  him  a  commission 
on  their  catch ;  so  etringently  did  the  old  mariner  vning  these  taxes 
from  the  French  that  on  May  16, 1639,  Pompone  de  Bellievre,  Seigneur 
de  Grignon,  the  French  Ambassador,  complained  to  King  Charles,  of 
Kirke's  imposition  on  French  subjects  in  Newfoundland,  in  the 
following  letter : — 

"  L'oQ  m'lt  anaai  doon^  avis  qae  lee  nomm^  Kerq  avoient  nne  patente  dn 
Boy  de  1&  G.  B.  pour  lever  qnelque  chose  sur  la  pesche  dei  morues,  ce  qu'ile  ee 
propoFCDt  de  prendre  non  Gculeraeut  snr  le.?  aujeta  du  Boy  de  la  G.  B.  maie  general- 
ment  Bur  toaa  was  qni  iront  poor  faire  cette  peachee,  ce  qui  eeroit  contraire  a 
toot  droit  et  h  la  liberty  avoc  laqnelle  on  en  a  mi  jnsquos  icy,  ce  qui  fait  que  ie 
in'iniagme  que  le  Boy  de  la  U.  B.  ne  I'entsad  pas  ainsy  et  que  pereoane  autre 
que  ses  snjeta  ne  Be  reaoadra  a  le  sonfErir." 

"  I  have  also  been  informed  that  the  said  Eerq[8]  tave  a  patent  from  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  to  collect  aomething  ou  the  cod  fishery  and  that  they  propose  to 
take  this  not  only  from  British  subjects  bat  also  from  all  who  go  there  to  fish. 
This  will  be  contrary  to  all  justice  and  to  the  freedom  which  has  been  enjoyed  there 
up  to  this  time.  I  BurmiBe  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  does  not  know  what 
has  been  done  and  that  no  one  bnt  his  own  rahjecta  will  aubmit  to  this." 

The  king,  in  reply,  referred  the  Ambassador  to  the  Council  Board, 
who  reported : — 

"TheLordshavingbeenacqunintedbyUr.  Attorney  with  the  Commission  gran  ted 
to  Sir  David  Kirke  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and  otliers,  it  was  decided  that  a  firm  but 
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fair  ftnawer  Bhoold  bo  given  and  the  imposition  laid  by  the  French  on  English 
merchants  oonsidered  in  jusdficittion." ' 

For  once  Charles  was  firm  and  decided. 

The  following  ludicrous  incident,  duly  recorded  in  the  Calendar  ot 
State  Papers,  illustrates   the  extraoi-dinary   mode  in  which   merchant 


From  DudU^i  ArciHo  del  Man,  16^- 

vessels  were  transformed  into  men-of-war,  and  the  wretched  condition 
of  the  Boyfil  Navy  under  Charles  I. : — 

"  Petition  of  Jamee  Marqnis  of  Hamilton  and  the  rest  of  the  Adventarera  of 
Kewfonndland  To  the  King.  John  Kirke  Manager  of  their  basiness  in  London 
sold  to  Nathan  Wright  and  Richard  Crandley  Merchants  of  London  6000  qtls.  of 
Newfoundland  fish  at  10/-  per  qtl.,  far  under  the  value,  on  condition  of  their  setting 
OQt  the  Confident  as  a  man  of  irar  to  attend  the  Petitioners  fleet ;  bnt  Edvrard 
Mabb  the  Uaster  discovering  to  the  French  that  he  wis  no  min  of  war  the  French 
afterwards  refused  to  pay  any  more  ground  leave,  and  Wright  and  Craudley  will 
not  pay  for  the  1000  qtla.  of  fish  valne  £1346  preTioasly  delivered  by  the  French. 
Pray  that  the  hnsineae  may  he  referred  to  some  honourable  persons  to  determine. 

Eeferred  to  Lord  Keeper  kc " ' 

In  dealing  with  both  the  Tudor  and  the  Stuart  period  we  must 
always  remember  that  in  our  sense  of  the  word  there  was  neither 
,  organized  government,  army,  nor  royal  navy  then  existing,  no  civil 
service,  or  great  departments  of  State,  home,  foreign,  or  colonial ;  there 
were  only  the  rudiments  of  such  institutions.  In  many  of  the  writers, 
even  of  the  Stuart  period,  we  have  mention  of  a  "  man-of-war  of 
Torbay,"  a  "  man  of  war  of  London  "  or  "  Bristol " ;  these  were  simply 


:dt>vGoogle 


150  .  BEIGN  OF  CHARLES  I. 

aimed  merchantmen,  sometimes  with  a  royal  commisBioti,  Bometimes 
without,  in  many  caaea  simply  piratical  cniiBere  who  made  war  on 
Frenchmen  and  Spaniards,  occasionally  when  no  better  opportunity 
offered  plundering  their  own  countrymen. 

For  one  more  year  Kirke  went  on  mulcting  the  foreigners  and 
rolling  up  money,  leasing  out  stages,  selling  li<]uor,  and  doing  the 
general  Newfoundland  business ;  he  acted  as  monarch  of  all  he  surveyed, 
and  hifi  rude  strong  hands  fell  heavily  on  the  settlers ;  even  the  sturdy 
West  of  England  fishermen  had  to  submit  to  this  tyrannical  old  sea 
captain.  During  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  as  we  learn  from  Kirke's  letter 
to  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  25th  January  1639,>  the  West  of  England  had 
risen  in  arms ;  the  Bishop  of  Exeter  stood  by  his  diocese  and  headed  the 
petition  against  the  new  Governor ;  charges  were  made  that  Kirke  had 
destroyed  cook  rooms  and  stages,  had  disposed  of  the  principal  places 
to  ahens,  and  had  set  up  taverns,  and  it  is  urgently  requested  that 
some  timely  course  may  be  taken  for  prevention  of  such  abuses. 

Sir  David  manfully  replied  to  these  chaises : — 

"  Ffereland  12  September  1640 — To  the  Privy  Council  he  protests  before 
God  that  all  the;  bare  alleged  againat  me  is  moat  falae.  Mbd;  of  the  fishermen 
this  jear,  npon  what  grounds  I  knoir  not,  hnTe  driven  in  their  stages  and  cooke- 
Toomes  so  mach  that  ye  most  civil  and  widest  men  amongst  them  did  oomplain 

to  me  of  those  outrages I  confesse  he  that  would  interrupt  the 

ffiahinge  of  Newfoundland  which  is  one  of  the  most  considerable  Buainess  for 
the  Kingdom  of  His  Majesty  and  benefit  of  His  Sabjecta  and  navigation  is 
worthy  the  name  of  Tntitour,  the  least  thought  and  imflftinatiou  whereof  I  do 

abhor Hopaa  by  good  proofs  to  clear  himself  ttoia  causeless 

clamours  against  him.  Haa  sent  warranta  to  all  Planters  and  fiehermen  to  see  the 
clanses  in  the  9th  of  H.U.'a  reign  [Star  Chamber  Bnles]  duly  kept.'     .... 

The  king  ordered  a  commission  to  investigitte  charges  against 
Sir  David.  After  a  careful  consideration  of  the  facte  contained  in  the 
records  it  appears  that  "Kirke's  real  offence  was  against  his  associates ; 
he  was  evidently  unscrupulous,  he  appears  to  have  followed  the  old 
Scotchman's  advice  to  his  sons :  "  Make  money  honestly  if  you  can,  hut 
make  money  "  ;  he  had  no  hesitation  in  appropriating  Lord  Baltimore's 
property,  and  he  evidently  was  doing  the  same  with  his  partners,  so  in 
1640  they  dismissed  him  and  sent  out  John  Downing,  senior,  as 
Governor,  with  the  following  letter  of  instructions  : — ' 

'•  iHSTsccnoNs  for  John  Dotniso  of  London  Merchant  concerning  the  afhirs  of 
the  Lords  Proprietors  Pattenteea  of  Newfoundland  and  others  interested  and 
adventurers  therein. 
"  Mr.  Downinge,  when  God  shall  send  you  safe  arrivall  in  Newfoundland,  we 

would  have  you  to  pcrforme  and  doe  so  much  as  in  you  lieth  for  year  part«,  our 

'  JieeoitU. 
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joint  iDstmotioDB  deliver'd  unto  jon  &  J£r.  Bigbj  wherein  ire  woald  bave  jon  to 
advise  tc^ther,  &  oMist  one  another  aU  th&t  jou  can,  Boe  long  aB  ilx.  Sigbj 
remaineth  in  the  coantry. 

"  In  regard  Sr  Day'd  Kiike  be  is  to  nome  over  hither,  we  wonld  have  you  to 
stay  and  remain  ia  the  boVM  in  FerrjLuid,  wherein  Sir  Darid  Kirko  now  dwelleth, 
nnlill  you  shall  ZMwrc  advice  from  us  what  to  do. 

"  We  ««■!&  have  you  inform  youi-Belf  in  the  best  manner  yon  can  conferring 
with  Sir  Darid  Kirke  &  otherwbe,  what  course  is  best  to  be  taken  for  planting  of 
people  in  ye  oonntrey  &  for  the  redacing  the  Indians  that  live  in  ^Newfoundland 
into  civility,  that  soe  they  may  be  brot  in  time  to  know  God. 

"  "We  doubt  not  but  jon  shall  find  a  sufGcioot  quantity  of  profiaiona  to 
maintain  you,  and  the  Colony  all  the  winter.  The  next  year  there  shall  be  further 
supply,  with  what  further  shall  be  necessary,  aa  we  shall  receive  advice :  in  case 
you  should  want  any  provision  aooner  Ur.  Bigby  will  assiat  you  in  procuring  same, 
from  some  ahipa  in  the  Coantry  or  olberwiae,  but  we  presume  there  will  ho  no 
cause,  only  thua  wee  write  that  yen  may  know  what  to  doe  if  the  .Worst  shonld 
happen. 

"  Wee  would  have  yon  give  us  all  needfnl  advice  from  time  '-o  time  hy  all 
conveyancea.    And  soe  we  rest. 

' '  Whitehall  ye  20th  Jnuo  1640.  Eauiltok  Fehbboee 

UONTQOUEKI  HOLLAKS." 

All  through  (he  Colonial  records  in  the  first  half  of  the  seventeenth 
century  there  are  constant  proofs  of  the  importance  of  this  Island  as 
a  great  ceutre  of  trade;  nowhere  else  in  America  between  1620  and 
1640  were  so  many  Englishmen  gathered  together  and  employed  in 
one  occupation  as  in  Newfoundland.  To  the  poor,  ill-treated  colonist, 
who  groaned  under  the  tyranny  of  Argall  in  Virginia,  or  the  white 
slavery  of  Bermuda,  Newfoundland  was  the  haven  of  refuge  to  which 
his  longing  eyes  were  turned  ;  we  have  several  instances  in  these  early 
annals  of  the  hair-breadth  escapes  of  men  in  open  boats  fleeing  to  gain 
their  freedom  amongst  the  settlers  and  fishermen  of  the  ancient  Colony. 

]n  1623,  when  Virginia  was  in  a  terrible  state  of  poverty  and  want, 
their  hopes  of  succour  from  hungei-  and  starvation  lay  in  the  timely 
arrival  of  a  cargo  of  fish  from  Newfoundland.  When  the  infant  Colony 
of  New  York  was  struggling  into  existence,  the  Commissioner  Mavericks 
Uius  writes  home : — 

"  TryallB  have  been  made  aeverall  times  this  dpring  for  codfish  with  very  good 
success,  a  small  ketch  sent  out  by  ye  Goveruour  hath  founde  seveiall  good  fishing 
banoka,  amongst  ye  rest  one  not  above  two  or  three  leagues  from  Sandy  Hook, 
on  which  in  a  few  hourea  four  men  took  from  1100  to  1200  excellent  good  codd 
the  laal  time  they  were  out ;  and  most  of  ye  vessels  that  goe  to  and  from  Virginia 
take  good  quantities.  A  vessel  to  goe  to  Newfoundland  to  get  fiehermen,  lines 
books  and  other  necessaryea  fur  fiahing.  I  doabt  not  bat  this  coast  will  afford 
lisb  in  abundance."  ' 

The  first  authentic  account  of  tratle  between  New  England  and  New- 
foundland occurs  in  1645  ;  by  this  time  the  commerce  and  shipping  of 
the   American   Colonies  had   marvellously  increased;   everything   was 


:dt>vGoogle 


REIGN  OF  CHARLES  1 


done  to  promote  the  great  fishing 
industry;  in  1639  an  act  was  passed 
by  the  local  government  exempting 
fishermen  from  tnilitaiy  doty,  and 
all  fishing  property  from  taxation ; 
by  I6il  Governor  Winthrop  records 
that  three  hundred  thousand  dry  fish 
were  sent  to  market,  probably  first 
to  England.  In  1643  the  excellent 
Governor  mentions  the  return  of  the 
Trial. 

"  Mr.  Thomaa  Graves,  an  able  and  godly 
man,  master  from  a  voyage  to  Bilbao  and 
Malaga,  her  outward  cargo  consisted  of 
Atj  codfiab  which  eke  sold  at  a  good  rata 
and  sbc  bronght  ae  a  return  nine,  tmit,  oil, 
iron  and  wool  which  was  a  great  advantage 
to  the  country  [and  which  probably  the 
godly  man  Hmnggled]  it  ga?o  great  en- 
conragement  to  trade." ' 

In  1644  a  Bristol  ship  wns  cap- 
tured by  a  cruiser  of  the  Parliamentary 
party  in  Boston ;  the  sympathies  of 
the  majority  were  with  the  Common- 
wealth, and  after  some  wrangling  the 
Cromwellian  vessel  carried  off  Her 
|irize.  Even  in  distant  Newfoundland 
the  effects  of  this  fierce  civil  war  fell 
like  a  blight  upon  the  fishing  trade  ; 
Winthrop,  in  1645,  tells  of  a  fishing 
expedition  to  Bay  Bulls,  Newfound- 
land, sent  by  merchants  of  Boston  and 
Clmrlestown.  When  the  vessels  had 
nearly  completed  their  loading  the 
ship  and  most  of  the  fish  were  seized 
by  a  Royal  cruiser,  and  retained  to  the 
great  loss  of  the  merchants. 

Newfoundland  appears  to  have 
been  Bo^'alist,  or  at  any  rate  neutral, 
and  the  Devonshire  men  were  under 
the  protection  of  the  king's  party. 
Charles,  however,  recognised  rightly 
that  New  England's  sympathies  were 
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with  his  opponenta  He  seems  to  have  had  grave  doubts  about  their 
loyalty,  so  as  an  additional  precaution  passengers  going  out  to  the 
Colony  were  compelled  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

"  Petition  of  Stephen  Gioodjeare  Merchant.  John  of  London  ftbont  to  proceed 
to  Newfoiuidliuid  and  Spain.  Leave  granted  to  oony  goodsand  pasaengera  to  New 
England  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  at  GraTOBeud.    1640  Jaoy.  26. 

"  Similar  order  abont  OharUi  of  &laiioeBter  freighted  for  a  rojage  to  the 
foreign  Plantations  and  thenco  to  ITewfonndland.  Passage  allowed  for  lUO  to  New 
England  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.    May  27, 1640. 

"  Same  date  similar  order  for  ArrUty.  120  passengers  to  New  England."  ■ 
The  sack  ships  or  freigliters,  now  generally  known  in  Newfoundland 
as  "  Foreigners,"  were  constantly  employed  during  these  early  years 
transporting  freight  and  passengers  to  New  England,  many  of  the  New- 
foundland merchants  were  also  concerned  in  the  New  England  trade  and 
fishery  ;  their  ships  were  sent  from  Maine  and  New  England  to  fish  about 
the  Newfoundland  coast  before  the  New  England  traders  made  a  regular 
business  of  the  Newfoundland  barter  trade.  By  1652  there  was  a  steady 
commerce  and  connexion  between  New  England  and  Newfoundland ; 
traders  came  every  year  to  the  Island  and  bartered  their  com  and  cattle 
for  the  Newfoundland  fish  and  oil ;  even  thus  early  in  our  history  the 
New  Englanders  began  the  practice  of  stealing  away  the  Devonshire  fisher- 
men's servants,  in  which  afterwards  they  were  so  extensively  engaged. 

Hubhard  relates  in  1652,  concerning  a  petition  to  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  Trade  and  Plantations  with  respect  to  regulations  about 
the  fiishery,  fees  for  culling,  &e.,  on  which  disputes  had  arisen  between 
the  Government  and  the  fishing  interest,  that  the  petition  was  only 
signed  by  twenty-five  : — 

"  These  were  for  the  most  part,  either  yonng  men  who  came  over  as  Servants 
and  never  had  over  mnoh  show  of  religion  in  them,  or  fisliermen  of  Uarblehead 
feared  to  be  profane  persons,  divers  of  whom  were  brought  from  Newfoundland  for 
the  fishing  season.'' ' 

The  New  Englanders  of  that  age  showed  all  the  cuteness  and 
unscrupulous  cunning  of  the  Yankee  inventor  of  wooden  nutmegs ; 
Charles  II.  was  terribly  wroth  at  the  audacity  of  the  colonists  in  coining 
shilhngs  with  a  rude  figure  of  a  pine  tree  ;  the  colonists  roundly  swore 
to  His  Majesty  that  it  was  not  a  pine  but  an  oak,  and  was  intended  to 
show  their  loyalty  and  His  Royal  Majesty's  providential  escape  in  the 
oak  tree.  The  merry  monarch  was  a  humorist,  and  he  enjoyed  the  fine 
flavour  of  this  impudent  falsehood ;  to  further  conciliate  His  Majesty 
they  sent  him  ten  barrels  of  cranberries  and  three  thousand  dried  codfish 
The  earliest  account  of  the  New  Englanders  in  the  Colony  from  the 
Newfoundland  records  occurs  in  John  Downing's  narrative,  1676.* 

'  Rttordt.  '  Stt  p.  805, 
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I.  StJir  Chamber  Bnln  of  Charles  L 
and  additions  by  Charles  IL 

Order  of  Star  Chamber  24  th  J«n'y  36S3  — 
On  SOth  Feb'y  foU'R  Charter  w«b  gmnted 
■ccoidiiig  10  tenor  of  this  order  onto  ye  Mer- 
chaots  and  Traders  of  Newfoundland  which 
wBK  lioce  on  24th  Jan'y  IGSU  renewed  and 
confirmed  bj  his  Majctlie  with  an  B4ditioiial 
provision.— CS.  T.  NJld-  ^"'-  3.  P-  &■) 

In  renewal  of  Charter  hj  Charlu  U.  d>e 
FMbM  «f  Cba  I.  is  mbUbj 

"Whanms  onr  bBO  KoyaTl  Father  of 
blessed  Memorie  \ij  his  Lettres  Patent  under 
hi*  Create  Seale  of  Englande  beareing  dale 
at  Westminstre  the  tenlh  da)'  of  Ffebroary 
in  the  Djnth  jeare  of  his  reigne  henrbj 
recitein|(  that  the  r^on  or  Countrey  called 
Kewfonndland  had  been  acquired  to  the 
DomiDioD  of  hia  Frogenitor*,  which  he  held 

&C&C" 

Hid  people  had  many  jel<ra  resorted 
to  those  parti — emplojed  themselvea  in  ffiih- 
ing  whereby  (treat  number  of  his  people  hud 
beeu  "  sett  on  Worke  "  &  the  naTigatioa  lud 
marinera  of  the  realm  much  increased  and  his 
Hul^eeta  resorting  thither  "  one  bj  the  other 
and  the  BatiTes  of  these  parts  were  orderly 
and  gently  intreated"  till  of  late  some  of 
his  subjects  of  reaint  of  England  planting 
themselves  in  that  Connlrey  "  upon  conceipc 
that  for  wrongs  or  injuries  done  there  either 
on  the  shoores  or  in  the  sea  adjoining  the; 
could  not  be  here  impeached"  &  the  rather  that 
he  and  his  progenitors  had  not  given  laws  to 
inhabitants — subjects  resorting  thither  injured 
one  another  &  "used  all  manner  of  excease" 
to  hindrance  of  voyage  and  common  damage 
of  realme — for  preveutinR  of  such  incon- 
veniences for  future  he  did  declare  in  what 
manner  people  of  Newfoundland  and  seae 
adjoining  and  Bays  and  Creeks  and  fresh 
rivtrs  there  sh'd  be  guided  and  governed  8c 
did  make  and  order  &c  "We  doe  by  these 
presents  renew  ratify  and  ooufirme  the  laws 
following  in  ihe  things  after  specified  " — 

Ul.  If  any  man  kilt  another  or  sieaie  to 
value  of  forty  shillings  to  be  brought  to 
prison  to  England  ft  the  crime  made  known 
to  Earl  Marshall  of  Kng'd  &  if  proved  by 
two  witneases— delinquent  to  suffer  death. 

2.  No  ballast  to  be  thrown  out  to  pre- 
judice of  harbor. 

3.  That  Qo  perjon  deface  or  spoyle  any 
stage,  Cookroome  8lc. 

4.  That  such  ship  as  first  entereth  a 
harbour  shall  be  admiral — wherein  for  lime 
being  he  shall  reserve  only  so  much  beaeh  & 
flakes  as  i»  needful  for  nuinber  of  boates  as  be 


shall  use,  with  overplus  only  (or  one  boat,  al 
privilege  for  his  first  coming,  after  content 
themselves  with  what  he  shall  have  use  for 
with  keeping  more  to  prejudice  of  others  next 
coming— any  that  possess  several  places  in 
severdf  harbours  with  intent  to  keep  all  before 
they  can  resolve  which  to  choose  shall  be 
bODod  to  resolve  and  send  advice  to  such 
sf  tercomers  &  within  48  howrea  if  the  weattec 
so  serve,  said  aAenxMteni  may  Vkowite  <te>ow 
— B  BODB  meivc  pr^udMe  by  Mbers  delayes. 
i.  Tiat  no  person  deface  or  alter  the 
marks  of  any  boats  to  defraud  the  owners  tX 

6.  That  no  petaon  stesleany  fish,  trayne, 
or  salt  or  any  other  proviaion  belonging  to 
fishing  ships. 

T.  That  no  person  set  fire  to  the  woodes 
or  rlnde  the  trees  except  for  Cookeroomea- 

8.  That  no  man  case  anchor  or  onght 
else  hurtful  which  may  breed  annoyance  or 
hinder  the  "haleing  of  seanes  "  for  buytea  in 
places  accustomed  Uiereto. 

9.  That  DO  perMD  robb  the  nets  of  other* 
out  of  any  drift  boate. 

10.  That  no  person  set  np  nny  taverne 
for  selling  wine,  bewi-..  strong  waters,  cider 
or  tobacco. — by  such  means  fishermen  n^lect 
tbeir  labours,  and  spend  wages  upoo  which 
their  wives  and  children  depend  they  are 
likewiae  hurtful  in  many  other  wajrs — men 
make  themselves  hnrtful  by  purlojuing  and 
stealing  from  owners. 

11.  On  Sunday  Divine  service  to  he  said 
by  some  of  the  Masters  of  ships,  such  prayers 
as  ai«  in  Book  of  Common  prayer. 

And  moreover  and  further  then  was 
ordayned  by  the  laws  of  our  said  late  fbther 
and  for  the  encouragement  of  our  subjects  in 
Mid  Newfoundland  All  owners  of  ships 
trading  to  Newfoundland  forbidden  to  carry 
any  persons  not  of  ships  Company  or  such  as 
are  to  plant  or  do  intend  to  settle  there,  & 
that  speedy  punishment  may  be  inflicted  on 
ofleiiders — opJeyned  ss  formerly  that  "  Every 
of  the  Maiors  of  Southton  Weymouth  sod 
Melcomc  Uegis  Lynne  Plymouth  Dartmouth 
Eastlowe  &ij  and  Bainstsple"  for  time 
being  take  cogoi'ce  of  all  complaints  [on 
land]  and  by  oath  of  witness  examine,  awud, 
amend  %o  parties  specified  and  punish  de- 
linquent hy  fine  and  imprisonment  &c.  and 
Vice-Admls  in  Counties  of  Southton  Dorsett 
Devon  and  Cornwall  proceed  against  oflendera 
upon  the  sea--"  Also  wee  will  and  ordeyne 
that  these  laws  and  ordinances  shall  stand 
in  forae  and  be  put  in  due  execution  nntill 
wee  shall  otherwise  provide  and  ordeine 
And  we  doe  require  the  admirall   in  every 
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luTbour  JD  thU  next  rcasod  eDining  calling 
together  iDOh  u  tbiUl  be  in  that  harbour 
pnblicklj  to  pToclajme  tbeae  presents  and 
thej  alsoe  proolajme  tbe  tame  on  the 
ihnare  in  Witness  ftc.  WitoeM  ounelfe  at 
Westminaler  the  aix   and  tweniieth   daj   of 

iPMeat  Soil,  IS  Chai.  II.,  pari  17,  SO.) 
On  fte  nrd  Doer  1670  a  Pet'n  for 
regulation  of  Kriiuij  was  presented  lo  His 
UiOc"tie  bj  Wenteme  Mgrhanta  &  Traders 
ft  Coondl  •(  foroioo  Planlen  kaiing  BWle 
report  of  several  miss  neeessar;  for  ■npfort 
of  trade.  His  Uajestj  was  pleased  to  order 
that  thej  sh'd  be  added  to  the  former  Charter 

I.  That  H.M's  Subjects  may  take  bayte 
of  fiih  in  Newfoundland  provided  thef 
•Dbmit  to  established  orders. 

S.  That  no  alien  take  btut. 

3.  That  no  planter  cat  down  any  wood, 
or  plant  within  six  miles  of  sea  shore. 

i.  That  DO  inhnbltant  or  planter  take  up 
beat  stafies  before  amval  of  flsheimeii. 

5.  That  no  master  or  owner  of  ships 
trsDsport  seamen  or  fiHhennfn  to  Nfld  unless 
beiongiDK  <■>  his  ship's  CompaE  j. 

6.  That  DO  person  carry  more  than  60 
persons  to  a  hundred  lannes. 

J.  'lliat  every  6flh  man  be  a  green  man 
[tiiat  is]  not  a  seaman. 

8.  That  masters  of  •diips  provide  victoals 
in  England  according  to  number  of  meu,  for 
whole  royage,  salt  only  excepted. 

9.  ll>at  no  fishing  ship  pari  hence  for 
Newfoundland  before  tbe  month  of  March. 

10.  TbM  Masters  give  bond  of  £100  to 
respective  Mayors  not  to  carrj  any  perMns  to 
Newfoundland  M  aforesaid  &  to  biing  hack 
stieh  as  they  carry  out,  or  shall  employ  with 
fish  foi  market  voyage.*. 

I I .  That  no  master  take  np  a  stage  with 
less  than  SS  mvn. 

19.  That  DO  figherauia  or  seaman  remikin 
behind  after  fishing  is  ended. 

13.  That  Adm'l,  Vice  Adml  and  Kesr 
Adm'l  do  put  tbeSB  orders  in  execution  and 
preserve  the  peace. 

14.  And  bring  offenders  for  any  etime 
into  England, 

15.  That  they  proclaim  on  SOth  Septr 
yearly  H.M.'s  orders. 

16.  And  keep  Joomals. 

17.  That  Becorders  andJusticea of  the 
Peace  be  Joyned  inOommiBsiou  v-ith  Mayors. 

IS.  That  reasonable  fines  be  impused  on 
offenders. 

19.  That  a  Bill  sh'd  be  prepared  for  the 
Oreate  Seale,  for  confirni'n  of  said  Charter, 
with  these  additional  powers. 

to.  That  the  cUiiee  touching  the 
Marshall  sh'd  be  reviewed  by  the  Avj  Gen'l 
&c  who  should  present  to  board,  someway  of 
Judicature  for  determining  of  causes  in 
Newfoundland. 

(B.  T.ffJM.,  Vot.i,p.iS.y 


n.  Sir  SaTid  Eirke. 
Kiwu  TO  Ancn  BISHOP  Lac  p. 

OcL  9,  1639. 
"  Out  of  100  persons  they  took  over  only 
one  died  of  sickness.  [The  temperature  and 
geneml  state  of  the  country  is  described.] 
.  .  .  The  air  of  Newfoundland  agrees 
perfectly  well  with  all  God's  creatures  except 
Jesuits  and  Schismatics.  A  great  mortality 
amongst  the  former  tribe  so  affrighted  my 
Lord  of  Baltimore  that  he  utterly  deserted 
the  country  ....  of  the  other  sect 
[He  Puritans]  many  &eniies  are  heard  from 
dwir  »ext  DH^hbourins  Phwtatioii,  the 
greatest  Bis  U^  bath  m  America.  Their 
cbiefest  safely  is  a  strict  ohaervaBce  of  the 
riles  and  service  of  the  Chureh  of  England. 
Doubts  not  but  the  country  will  be  numerously 
peopled  in  a  short  time."  (Endontd  by  Laud 
Tec.Jati.  1640.) 

There  is  considerable  difficully  in  ascer- 
taiDtog  the  exact  facts  about  the  later  history 
of  this  celebrated  old  sea  captain.  When 
ordered  home  by  Charles  1.  he  appears  to  have 
remained  id  England  some  lime ;  he  was, 
however,  returned  to  the  Island  before  1IM9. 
In  this  year  there  is  a,  most  pathetic  letter 
from  the  unfortunate  Charles  to  Kirke,  written 
not  long  before  hie  execution,  praying  him  to 
find  an  asylum  for  his  sister  Ijidj  Hawkins 
"  in  these  troublous  times." 

Under  the  Commoowealth  Kirke's  pro- 
perty was  taken  possession  of  by  the  Com- 
missioners, at  least  all  that  belonged  to  the 
company.  Besides  Baltimore's  mtmsion  at 
Fcrrylaud,  there  appear  to  have  been  other 
houses  in  which  George  Kirke,  Lady  Kirke, 
and  the  family  resided.  There  was  very  long 
delay  and  putting  off  of  Kirke's  case.  Sir 
James  Kirke  obtained  a  new  Patent  in  con- 
junction with  Clay  pole,  Cromwell's  son-in-law. 

la  1651  Kirke  is  ordered  to  repair  to 
England.  He  went  out  to  Newfoundland  again 
in  1693,andwa)i  under  bonds  to  return  the  same 
year.  Either  in  16S3or!n  tbe  following  year 
he  died  in  prison  at  the  suit  of  Lord  ^Iti- 
more.  Sikeii,  Pyle,  and  Treworgie  speak  of 
him  as  dead  in  1664  ;  he  uppears  tohave  died 
about  June  1SS3. 

Witnesses  on  both  sides  in  the  con- 
troversy between  Kirke  and  Baltimore  nvm 
to  give  evidence  only  on  behalf  of  their 
friends.  Amy  Wriion,  William  Wrixun,  and 
Ann  Low  swear  that  "for  7  or  8  Jtms 
before  tht  arrival  of  Sir  David  Kirke 
Baltimore  never  had  possession  or  persKii 
there  upon  the  property."  Cecil  Lord 
Baltimore,  on  the  other  hand,  tesllfifs  that 
"  his  father  died  in  1632;  that  he,  Cecil,  had 
sent  ont  Cnptaiu  William  Hill  as  his 
deputy ;  Captain  Bill  repaired  thither,  took 
possession  and  gave  him  a  yearly  account 
of  bis  proceedings  and  the  profit,  and 
resided  four  or  five  years  in  Lord  Baltimore's 
house  in  Ferryland,  Not  long  before  the 
begiDning  of  the  late  war,  Duke   Uamiltuii 
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BDd  otben  b;  their  power  al  Court  pro- 
cured k  Patent  of  all  Newfoundlaad,  ia- 
clading  therein  the  Proriuce  of  Avalon, 
whereupon  in  1636  Sir  U.  Kirke  went  to 
Ferrjlaad  in  Newfouadlsud,  >ud  by  force  ot 
kriUB  turned  Captain  Hill  out  of  Lord  Balti- 
more's chief  ManiioD  house  (where  the  uid 
Lord  Baltimore  hod  at  rhe  lime  diven  tbiuKS 
of  pood  Tslue)  lod  look  possesiion  of  the 
whole  Province  and  uf  divers  cattle  and  horieii 
belODi^njj  to  Lord  Baltimore." 

Balti:Dore  prajs  for  redreea  throngh 
Parliament,  "  bia  property  being  now  in 
poa)e»ion  of  per»>ni  »eut  by  the  Council  of 
Stateto  diapoBBeai  Sir  David  Kirke." 

Thete  Commisiioners  were  Captaint 
BaynoT  and  Pearce  (  their  churaciera  are 
riven  in  a  goMipping  lutler  From  Charles  Hill, 
Ferryland,  12  Sep.  1661,  to  Mr.  John  Kitke, 
London ; — 


Ferryland  12  September  1661. 

HB.  JOBlf  EiRKB, 

I  -waa  adviaed  by  Mr.  Geo.  Kirke  of 
what  you  was  pleased  lo  write  to  mee  at  the 
end  of  his  letter,  and  could  wish  I  had  more 
pleasing  intelligence  to  write  to  you  than  the 
continuation  of  the  calauiitj  of  this  Country 
occaaioned  not  only  by  the  continuance  of 
bad  voyages,  but  to  the  Inhabitants  in  a  mOM 
particular  manner  by  the  late  Governors 
arrival  here,  who  have  sousht  themselves  so 
much  thai  I  believe  they  will  have  but  a  few 
Tenoatits  in  ye  Lord  Baltimore's  part  of 
AviloD.  Upon  their  arrival  here  the  Inhabi- 
tants, as  also  the  masters  of  shijis  were 
summoned,  when  their  patent  granted  them 
for  ye  space  or  term  of  14  years  from  the  now 
Lord  Baltimive  was  read  and  then  a  letter 
from  the  Kings  Majesty  under  bis  band  and 
privy  seal,  wherein  it  was  signified  that  there 
had  beeoe  a  tryell  helween  your  family  and 
Baltimore  about  the  patent  and  upon  report 
of  His  Lfajestye  two  Justices  of  Common 
Pleas  and  other  Councel  it  was  declared  that 
ye  Patent  of  ye  old  Lord  Baltimore  was  a 
jtood  patent  and  that  it  was  surreptitiously 
taken  away  by  3ir  David  Kirke  and  thai 
therefore  His  Majesty  did  require  Sir  Lewis 
Kirke  &c.  to  surrender  to  Lord  Baltimore  all 
his  bouses  lands  goods  &c..  and  that  all 
Masters  and  Admirals  of  sbips  sbonld  be  ayd- 
ing  and  asriHting  Lord  Baltimore  if  required. 

1  pre-artviaed  My  Lady  and  Mr.  Geo. 
Kirke  what  answertomake  unto  [he  Govemouva, 
Ihey  being  absent  at  ye  readioft  of  the  Pro- 
clamation, when  they  came  with  the  masters 
ot  ships  10  put  them  in  free  possession,  who 
having  made  a  complaymentall  demand  waa 
suddenly  aniivered  that  since  it  was  His 
Majeslys  plensure  to  order  ye  same  they 
should  not  in  the  least  diiipuie  but  with  all 
readiness  surrender  it  to  hu  use  and  service, 
and  M  for  what  could  be  approvedly  visible 
to  belong  ti  Lord  Baitimore.  But  as  for  the 
house*  built  by  Uii  D.  Kirke  at  bis  own  cost 


My  liSdy  wonid  aittoniie  tenant  for  the  same 
and  pay  the  acknowledge  due  to  Lord  Balti- 
more tor  the  same. 

My  L«dy  and  Mr.  a«orge  have  been 
much  threatened  to  be  dispossessed  but  the 
fltt  is  now  over  for  the  two  Governors  do  one 
»o  thwart  the  other  that  they  dissent  in  tbeir 
judgments.  Captain  Bajnor  is  a  deapenido 
and  looks  not  for  right ;  but  Captain  Pearce 
is  more  a  braver  soldier  and  I  believe  would 
quit  bli  ingagement  upon  honourable  termes  ; 
he  halh  liad  very  many  civil  expi'essions  and 
good  affections  10  your  family  and  said  he 
was  resolved  for  England  again,  and  lAould 
be  loth  to  act  any  thing  in  Newfoundland 
that  he  might  not  ananer  in  England.  He 
halh  heretofore  been  Sir  Davids  LeeflenanI  in 
ye  King's  sbips  and  bowFoerer  he  was  tre- 
palied  into  this  employment,  hath  very  large 
respects  to  your  familey.  They  pretendsd 
lo  have  a  Commission  from  the  King  for  full 
manasemenl  of  all  his  concerns  in  the  whole 
Island,  which  was  granted  but  three  days 
before  they  came  away.  I  know  not  bow 
true,  you  can  advise  yooraelf ;  but  thereupou 
and  pretending  ye  King's  letter.  Captain 
Raynor  hath  received  rents  and  arrears  Out  of 
the  precincts  of  Avilouia,  and  hath  beene  so 
hard  to  some  that  1  think  few  will  trust  them 
longer  ihan  the  ueityeare.  There  bath  beene 
but  ISO  qtls.  [of  fish]  per  boat  for  the 
generatilie.  Many  planters  have  not  made 
soo  much.  I  know  Mr.  George  hath  advised 
jinu  at  full.  TU  reported  Captain  Eeynella 
IS  returned  for  England,  be  is  of  a  good 
family,  who  may  do  something  for  him.  Bis 
Bond  is  £19ll  [security  for  return  to  Lord 
Baltimore].  If  yon  advise  next  years  shall 
send  it  if  opportunity  present  to  exportation 
[probably  some  fish]. 

I  shall  further  advise  you ;  in  the  interim 
shall  pray  fiw  your  welfcre  with  the  tender  of 
my  humble  aervices  remayue. 

Your  Servant  to  comaumd, 
Chablkb  Hili_ 
(_B.M.  MS3.  Eg.  2395.) 

The  ingratitude  of  the  Stuarta  to  their 
devoted  adherents  is  proverbial;  all  the  Kirke* 
hud  fought  gallantly  for  their  King,  all  were 
deserted  and  abandoned  in  their  sore  hour  of 
niteiJ.  The  curtain  closea  over  the  gallant 
Sir  David  Kicke's  family  in  misfortune  and 

Kverty ;  all  poor  Lady  Kirke's  appods  to 
r  sovereign  were  entirely  unheedei 
In  167U  a  Dutch  squadron  of  four  ships 
of  40  guns  each  entered  the  Harbour  of 
Ferryland  where  "  they  plundered,  ruined, 
fired,  and  destroyed  ibe  commodilies,  cattle, 
hoosebold  goods,  and  othir  stores  belonging 
lo  the  inhabitants."  The  bmilj  of  Sir  David 
Kirke  were  then  residing  there  as  onlinary 
Planters,  coosiatiug  of  Lady  Kirke,  her  son 
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tUe  from    a  letter   of   Dndle;  Lovelace,  k 

Cisoner  aboard  the  Dutch  fleet  at  the  time ; 
rajt,  Lad7  Kirke  iDd  her  family  wm  the 
gKaieat  (iifferen  od  this  ooca*ioa.  (Public 
Kecord* ;  quoted  b;  Browne  in  hii  HUlori/ 
of  C.  Brtlon.) 

Tlie  fullowiog  aacoiints  of  &l  David 
Kiike'B  govenuneut  may  have  been  tworn  to 
is  16S7  lo  lupport  the  oppoaition  to  the 
Newfoundland  Mttlers'  petition  (IBth  March 
1667,  B.U.  M8S.,  Vf.  8695),  that  his  eon, 
Oeor^  Kirke,  should  be  appointed  governor 
of  the  di*triet  frotu  Petty  Harbour  to  Kerrj- 
land.  Theae  depoBitiana  probably  were 
modelled  after  those  of  16SB  to  support 
£xeter  and  other  petitioDen  against  Kirke. 

DBFOfllTIOKfl      TAKEN       AT      TOPSHAM,      BT 
VlimjK        nF        A       COMHUBIOH        DATHD 

AltovsT  98,  16ST. 

Thomna  Cnue  of  Aehprinton  deposes 
.  above  fifty  yean  last  past  he  went  to  ye 
Newfimndlaiid  in  a  ship  of  Topsham  on  a 
SahiDR  voyage  at  which  time  there  wm  noe 
Governoar  there,  or  above  two  or  three  poor 
people  inhabited  there,  and  such  iait,  boates, 
■taiget  and  other  materialls  for  ye  fflxhing 
trade  left  by  ye  shippes  the  ffi>riner  year  they 
nsnally  found  in  ye  like  coadition  without 
hart  or  any  diminntian  ye  foltowing  year. 

And  about  thirty-two  yean  past  he  went 
from  London  to  ye  Newfoundland  and  arrived 
there  in  je  Harbour  of  Bay  Bulla,  where  he 
inhabited  eighteen  yearee ;  which  was  about 
foar  yearea  before  Sir  David  Kirke  the  ffirst 
GoTemour  that  canw  there  after  ye  Lord 
Baltimnre  who  was  there  ouly  one  wmlcr  and 
then  left  the  eountrey  saying  it  was  an  noBtt 
place  for  man  or  beast  lo  live  in. 

Daring  all  which  time  of  this  Dcponeuta 
aboade  there  noe  nation  did  ever  in  ye  leaite 
attempt  to  molest  or  troahle  ye  Bniclish  there 
or  thare  fEshery  i  neither  were  thare  any 
ItoTtJfficationa  erected  untill  the  coming  there 
or  Sir  David  Kime  i>ha  plauted  some  fiiew 
gnnoi  at  Fterrilan'i  and  two  or  three  other 
placM ;  and  that  before  Sir  David  Kirke  came 
there  noe  one  paid  any  cusloioe  or  tai  cod- 
ceming  the  said  ffiahery  or  othenrise,  butt  all 

But  after  Sic  David  Kirke  arrived  there 
(who  brought  with  him  about  thirty  servants) 
be  imposed  taxes  on  all  ye  inhabitants  tu  pay 
a  great  Sne  and  yearly  rents  for  the  housei 
audgronodbyyewatersideiti  several  UHrbonrs 


■nd  Ashing  places ;  u  this  Deponent  did  flbr 
a  house  and  some  gronod  graunted  to  him  by 
ye  said  Sir  David  Kirke  as  by  wriling  made 
Id  ye  year  1640  ffor  which  he  paid  die  yearlly 
rent  ot  £3.  6.  S  and  a  ffat  hoy  or  30/  in  lew 
thereof. 

And  the  wid  Sir  David  Kirke  did  sum- 
mon ye  Inhabitants  of  ye  eeverall  harbours  to 
repair  at  Fferrilsnd  and  compelled  them  to 
lake  estates  in  land  in  sovemll  harbours  for 
erecting  of  honsea  and  ffiihing  places  by  ye 
water  aide,  and  to  pay  great  ffiofs,  tax  and 
rents  for  the  same  and  in  case  of  reffnsall 
threttned  to  expel  tbem  out  of  ya  land  g  and 
atHoe  enticed  them  to  take  licenses  off  him  ffor 
ye  selling  off  wiue  and  other  liquors  and 
made  them  pay  great  reuti  yearly  ffor  the 
same  and  made  this  Deponent  take  and  pay 
for  such  a  license  £tS  per  annum. 

And  ye  said  Sir  David  Kirke  himselfe  did 
keepe  a  Common  Taverne  in  his  own  Houm 
which  did  drawe  and  keepe  ship  marten', 
fflUiermen  and  others  Srom  theire  ffishing 
employmtuta  to  the  great  prejudice  and 
binderance  oftheir  voyadges.  And  Sir  David 
Kirke'a  couMant  practice  won  to  engross  salt 
and  other  necesstrr  proiisiona  brought 
thither  tor  Mie  which  he  sold  again  to  ye 
shippers  at  ezcetBivcrates.  And  that  daring 
the  abode  of  the  Deponenl,  there  was  not  any 
Church  and  if  one  should  be  built  people  too 
far  away  to  come  lo  Church  ihrough  the 
woods,  whereas  in  midst  of  the  harboars  there 
were  not  above  two  or  three  poore  families 
[this  means  at  Ba^  Bulls]. 

Similar  depositions  from  Nicholas  Lnce 
of  Dartmonth,  Thomas  Pitcher,  Kiehard 
Parker,  Chnslopher  Selroan,  Thomas  Fowler 
of  Sl  Mary  Church,  Gabriel  Widdomas  of 
Deny  Pomeroyi  all  swear  to  the  same  effect, 
also  to  Kirke'a  coming  with  armed  men  and 
turning  thetn  out  of  their  aiages  in  Jane  and 
pulling  his  friends  in  possessiau, 
(Wobth'b  Pljfmoulh  Municipal  Becorda.) 

These  Deposltiona,  all  of  one  tenour  and 
purpose,  ire  rather  suspicious  documents; 
the  old  West  Couutrjmen  swore  as  boldly, 
uniformly,  and  unbliishiogly  as  n  corporal's 
guard  in  a  hmsh  with  civiliaos.  No  doubt 
Sic  David  was  a  tyrant,  a  bold,  dclermiued 
ruler,  who  kept  everybody— even  the  West 
CouDtiymen — in  order.  It  was  not  quite  in 
keeping  with  his  gubernatorial  dignity  for  the 
gallant  knight  to  keep  a  "firog  sbiip"  at 
Govemmeut  House  i  in  excuse  for  him  it 
should  be  remembered  that  he  had  no  aalarf. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Interreqnuu.    1 649^  1 655. 

CROMWELL,  PsoTBCTOB,  1653-1658. 

RICBARD   CROMWELL,  Sept.  1658  to  May  1659. 

1659-1660,  Interregnum. 

1 649,  Jul;  24. — KotiBcation  to  Colontea  of  change  of  Govemmeat. 

lew. — W«muil  ierred  by  MatifaeirB  againit  N.  Redwood  at  St.  Mjrj'n.     Kewfoandluid 

mt  this  time  probably  coDtaiued  3S0  familiet,  or  about  2,0iK)  inbabitania,   in 

flftecD  Bettlemeuta,  between  Cape  Race  and  Cape  BoDBTUts. 
1691. — Comniinioii  (o  Treworgie,  Sikei,  See.  to  govern  NewfauD<llaTid.    Kirke  ordered  to 

repair  to  Euglaad.    Council  for  the  Plantationa  send  Kir  Holdtworth,  and  supply 

him  with  copies  of  Kirke'ii  defence. 


a  Newfouudland  flahermen  being 
1653. — Treworgie,  sole  (joTemoT. 


1655. — Pelition  from  Plymouth  for  two  men-of-war  for  couToy  to  Newfoundland.  Charter 
gmnled  to  Claypole  and  Sir  James  Kirke.  Street's  and  Sikas'  petitkus  fbr 
payment  of  salary. 

1656. — Report  of  Committee  on  Newfoundland  Trade. — Twelve  Articles  to  be  turned 
^except  llth  Article)  into  initruotion  to  comnunders  of  conToys  going  thither, 
snd  (o  the  Governor  there ;  encouragement  of  the  Newfoundland  trade  to  be 
respected  in  the  pressing  of  seamen. 

1637, — Convoy  provided  for  several  ships  bound  to  Newfoundland. 

1659. — Treworpe  petitions  for  payment  of  ui  years'  salary, 

1660.— -Mr.  Powey's  report  upon  Treworgie's  petition. 


Tiie  stirring  evente  of  tlie  great  English  revolution,  the  judicial 
mui-der  of  the  king,  the  downfall  of  the  monarchy,  and  the  estahlish- 
nient  of  the  Commonwealth,  seem  to  have  had  marvellously  small  effect 
on  the  English  colonies.  One  plucky  little  island,  Barbadoes,  alone 
stood  in  arms  for  the  fallen  monarch ;  it  is  the  proud  boast  of  the 
Barbadoes  negro  of  to-day : — 

"  While  Bados  trne  to  her 
£Dgland  nebber  fear." 
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Kowhere  else  amongst  the  growing  British  dependenciea  was  there 
any  great  commotion  or  armed  resistance  to  the  new  government.  The 
orderly  course  of  law  and  administration  in  the  Colonies  went  on 
unimpeded,  but  Rupert's  piratical  fleet  and  the  Common  wealth's  cruizers 
seriously  interfered  with  trade ;  the  Newfoundland  fish  business  from 
the  West  of  England  shrank  from  two  hundred  and  seventy  veseela  in 
the  reign  of  James  to  about  100  sail ;  New  England  bullocks  which  had 
been  worth  £25  fell  to  £10,  with  a  dull  sale.  The  civil  war  fell  like  a 
blight  on  commerce  and  industry. 

That  aristocratic  Mr.  Faeing-both-ways — Cecil,  Lord  Baltimore — 
boasted  of  his  prompt  conversion  to  the  new  republic.  Cavalier  Virginia 
made  a  show  of  resistance,  but 
surrendered  on  the  first  appear- 
ance of  the  Commonwealth's  armed 
force.  The  Puritans  of  the  old 
country  and  New  England  em- 
braced each  other.  The  American 
rejoiced  that  his  brethren  in  the 
motherland  had  followed  his  ex- 
ample in  estahhshing  a  godly 
government  out  of  which  the 
shrewd  New  Englanders  got 
worldly  profit  and  advantage  in 
the  shape  of  various  contracts  for 
Jamaica,  &c. 

The  extortions  and  tyranny  of 
Kirke     as     a     representative     of  ceokwhx. 

Charles's  government   had  its  in-  Fr«m  an  «vTavine  cuitr  Eoutrakn,. 

fluence  on  the  western  adventurers 

in  Newfoundland ;  they  welcomed  the  new  power  that  had  put  an  end 
to  Kirke's  reign ;  and  though  the  Devonshire  gentiy  were  cavaliers  to  a 
man,  the  merchants  and  middle  cla-ss  who  traded  to  Newfoundland  seem 
to  have  all  gone  over  to  the  Parliamentary  party.  We  find  in  the 
records  that  the  new  government  consulted  llr.  Holdsworth,'  of  Dart- 
mouth, a  leading  man  amongst  the  western  adventurers,  in  making  their 
arrangements  for  the  affairs  of  the  Colony, 

The  policy  of  the  Protector  towards  Newfoundland  was  in  marked 
contrast  to  the  tyrannical  oppression  of  the  monarchy.  Even  in  our 
Island  the  sagacious  statesmansliip  and  firm,  strong  hand  of  Cromwell 

'  16S1,  Juiiiarj  20.    "The  Council  for  On  Februarj  11    oMera  were   eent  for 

tbs  FUotatbns  about  Newroandlaiid  aflaira  Holilswortli  to  haTecopieBofEirke'sdefenci:; 

•redirected  to  send  for  Mr.  Oldairorth  or  Boy  he  wm  evidentlj' one  of  the  leading  uiiponents 

othen  who  can  ipcak  lo  tliat  biuinej*."  of  Kirke. 
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made  itaelf  felt.  The  nilere  appointed  for  the  Colony  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary party  were  designated  CommissionerB ;  they  were  the  first  real 
Oovemors  of  the  Island ;  all  former  administrators,  although  called  in 
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our  histories  Governors  of  Newfoundland-— Gilbert,  Guy,  Mason,  Hay- 
man,  Wynne,  and  Eirke — were  in  reality  only  the  managers  of  colonisa- 
tion compomeB,  and  had  no  direct  commission  from  the  Crown;  the 
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English  authorities  at  home  had  never  given  to  either  or  any  of  these 
self-styled  Governors  either  a  naval  or  a  military  lorce  to  execute  their 
decrees ;  under  Cromwell's  administration  all  this  was  changed.  The 
Commissioners,  as  will  be  seen  from  Governor  Treworgie'a  letter  of 
appointment  and  instruction,  were  real  Governors : — 

"  You  hftve  hcrebj  full  power  and  aablioritj  to  command  such  ships  and 
vessels  as  ai-e  npon  the  cotut,  to  keep  together  or  otherwise  to  dispose  of  them- 
selves as  Diny  bee  most  for  the  comon  safetf  ....  and  all  Captayaes  of 
Convoys  are  hereby  required  to  be  assisting  to  yon  in.  the  execution  thereof  and 
you  are  to  consider  in  what  manner  any  of  the  Harbours  and  Bayes  belonging  to 
the  Country  may  bee  fortified  for  preservation  both  of  the  Country  and  fishing 


"  YoQ  are  by  yor'selfe  or  such  fit  persons  as  yon  shall  appoint  to  collect  the 
imposition  of  fish  dne  from  and  payd  by  strangers  and  likewise  the  imposition  of 
oyle  for  the  oao  of  this  Commonwealth." ' 

The  first  act  of  the  Commonwealth  regarding  Newfoundland  is 
contained  in  the  records  of  February  23rd,  1649.  Sir  David  Kirke, 
a  staunch  Royalist,  evidently  intended  to  send  over  a  couHiilerable  force 
to  sustain  the  royal  cause  in  the  Colony  and  to  operate  in  conjunction 
with  Prince  Rupert,  who  was  taking  some  of  his  ships  to  plunder  the 
fishing  fieet.  An  order  therefore  is  issued  to  the  Comptrollers  of 
Plymouth,  Dartmouth,  and  Barnstaple : — 

"  Th.at  400  seamen  taken  «p  under  pretence  of  being  transported  to  Newfonn'i. 
land  by  Sir  David  Kirke  at  great  wages  and  other  advantages  ottered  are  not  to  be 
allowed  to  go^nly  sufficient  seamen  necessary  for  the  service  of  each  ship  be 
permitted  to  leave." ' 

And  in  May  27  of  the  same  year,  the  following  notice  is  sent  to 
the  generals  at  sea : — 

"  Are  informed  that  it  ia  the  intention  of  Prince  Bnpert  to  send  some  of  his 

revolted  ships  to  Newfoundland  to  disturb  the  fishing  there.    DoHirc  that  two  ships 
may  be  seat  thither  if  they  can  be  spared  to  defend  the  fishing  vettsels."  ' 

These  wise  precautions  had  the  desired  effect ;  Kirke  was  kept  a 
prisoner  under  the  control  of  the  State,  and  Rupert's  fleet,  instead  ol 
ruining  the  Newfoundland  fishenaen,  crippled  the  English  trade  in  the 
Mediterranean  and  the  West  Indies. 

On  the  24th  of  July  of  the  same  year  there  is  an  order  from  the 
Council  of  State : — 

"  That  letters  be  written  to  the  English  plantations  to  give  them  notice  of 
the  change  of  Govemmeot,  to  send  the  papers  necessary  for  their  inlbrmation,  and 
to  require  them  to  continue  their  obedience  as  they  look  for  protection."  ' 

The  first  Commissioners  appointed  (on  April  8th,  1651)  by  the 
Commonwealth  were  John  Littlebury,  John  Treworgie,  Walter  Sikes, 
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Captain  Thomas  Thoroughgood,  Commnnder  of  the  Crescent;  Captain 
Thomas  Jones,  CnmmaniJer  of  the  Ann  and  Joyce ;  and  Captain 
William  Haddock,  Commander  of  the  America,  who,  together  with 
other  Coinmissioaers — Redwood,  Gr'iggn,  Pyle,  Clotworthy,  and  Hendy — 
are  to  take  examinations  touching  tiie  miscarriages  committed  by  Kirke. 
The  firat-named  Commiasioners  are  to  take  charge  of  the  government, 
aud  particularly  to  collect  the  impositions  on  fish  paid  by  strangers. 

Our  histoiy  does  not  concern  itself  with  tli^e  various  Commissiont  ra. 


From  a  drajcisg  by  tht  Boh.  and  Sev.  W,  Gray. 

Mr.  Sikes  appears  to  have  been,  like  Sir  David  Kirke,  troubled  a  good 
deal  about  his  accounts  with  the  Commonwealth.  The  charges  against 
the  Governor,  after  being  put  off  from  time  to  time,  were  at  length 
finally  dropped.  Hi.-i  brotlier,  Sir  James,  having  managed  to  secure 
Cixjinwell's  son-in-law,  Claypole,  on  his  side  by  tiie  bribe  of  a  share  in 
Lord  Baltimore's  ))]antation  at  Ferryland,  a  charter  seems  to  have  been 
granted  alxjut  1655  to  Sir  James  Kirke,  Claypole,  and  others.  It  came 
utterly  to  naught. 
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Newfoundland  does  not  appear  to  have  suffered  so  much  commercially 
from  the  Civil  War  aa  New  England.  The  Puritans  of  fiostoo  and  New 
Plymouth  complained  hitterly  of  the  ett^ation  of  trade  during  this 
period,  when  the  seas  were  infested  with  hostile  cruisers,  Parliamentary 
and  Royal  pirates.  The  export  of  fifih  to  the  Mediterranean  must  have 
been  a  terribly  risky  businesa 

The  Newfoundland  ships,  numerous  (though  terribly  reduced  from 
the  grand  fleet  of  the  days  of  Elizabeth),  well  armed,  and  escorted  by 
three  men-of-war,  r«n  the  gauntlet  to  tlie  Straits  of  Gibraltar  each 
season ;  and  there  appears  to  be  no  complaint  of  captures.  The  Dutch, 
from  the  time  of  the  Armada,  had  become,  like  the  English  at  the  pros  nt 
day,  the  great  carriers  for  the  world.'  They  bought  large  quantities  of 
dry  cod  in  Newfoundland,  and  exported  it  to  Europe  and  the  West 
Indies. 

The  most  distinguished  name  in  the  annals  of  Newfoundland  during 
the  Cromwellian  period  is  John  Treworgie,  or  Treworgay* ;  l.e  was  the 
first  real  Governor  of  the  Colony.  The  best  illustration  we  can  gather 
of  the  character  of  this  able,  honest  administrator  is  furnished'  by  his 
opponents.  The  West  Countrymen  found  him  a  far  more  formidable 
ruler  than  Kirke.  In  the  Parliamcntaiy  Report  published  in  1718  tliey 
complin  of  his  having  encouraged  settlement  in  Newfoundland  by 
transporting  passengers  and  protecting  planters.  He  had  been  living  in 
Maine,  carrying  on  business  for  his  grandfather,  Alexander  Sbapleigh,  of 
Dartmouth.  Trained  and  brought  up  in  the  Colonies,  he  had  seen  the 
good  effects  of  orderly  settlements  and  the  division  of  the  State  into 
townships,  and  in  Newfoundland  he  endeavoured  to  carry  out  the  same 
enlightened  ideaa  Even  a  virulent  Tory  like  Downing  admits  that 
good  order  was  maintained  during  his  government,  and  the  poor  New- 
foundland planters  were  protected  in  their  possessions.  So  high  was 
his  character  that,  during   the  interregnum   between  the  end  of  the 

'  1640.    "  Memorandum  concmiiD^ '  The  ever,  are  an  oM  West  Country  stock.    Four 

Kll '  to  be  preferml  bj  thK  West  Countrjmea  monuments,  with  coats  of  arms  of  the  familr, 

about  (he  fTewfouDtUBiid  Eshtrj."  arc   to  be   found  in  the   Parish   Church   of 

The  paper  showi  the  adTanuge  to  Britiah  Dartmoulh,  Devon.     From  some  law  paper* 

■uriintioD  if  the  Dutch  were  prohibited  from  we  find  that  Jolin    Treworgie  went  out   to 

biijing  fiah  there,  and  aliens  required  to  pay  Maine  in   1640,  wben  a  very  young  mau,  as 

the  samt  duties  there  that  are  paid  in  F.ng-  agent  for  his  grandfather    Shapleigh.      He 

land.      It    also    nienricns    complainw    from  lived  seveisl  years  at  Sturgeon  Creek,  Kiltery, 


id  Virginia  about  Dutch  traders.  Maine,  and  figured   in  law  suits  about  his 

They   were  univrriuil   carriers,  and  had  grandfather's   property  with  John  Heard   in 

veiy  fine  ships. — {Calerutar  0/  Slate  Papers,  1643  and  1G46.     He  was  marred  in  January 

CMonial  Seriet.)  1646  10  a  Misa  Spenser,  of  Newberry,  Mass, 

^  JohD  Treworfiie.  or  Treworgny,  appears  Treworgieanil'sevprBl  other  iDeichanls  in  MaiLe 

to  have  been  ihe  son  of  James  Treworgie,  who  went  to  Newfoundland  for  trading  and  fishing. 

married  a  daughter  of  Alexander  Shapieigh,  Governor  Treworgie  did   busiaess   with  our 

lit   nanmonth,    Devon;    all  my   endeavours  Island,  for  on  May  27th,  16S3.  when  appointed 

to  elicit  any  bforroation  from  Rev.  Baring  sole   Governor   or    CommisBioner   for  Npw- 

(jould  and  others  about  the  Treworgie  family  foundlaod,  it  is   specially  mentioned  that  he 

in  Cornwall  have  failed.   The  Shapleighs,how-  wb«  then  residing  there. 
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Commonwealth  and  the  restoration  of  CItarles  II.,  Treworgie  was  again 
appointed  Governor  of  the  Colony. 

The  Lord  Protector's  (jovernment  treated  Treworgie  meanly ;  they 
aeem  to  have  been  just  as  nejjlectful  as  the  Stuarts  in  paying  their 
servants.  There  is  in  the  records  a  humble  petition  from  the  poor 
Colonial  Governor,  praying  for  the  payment  of  six  years'  arrears  of 
'■  sallery,"  which,  as  we  gather  from  a  similar  petition  in  1655  from  Anne 
Mansfield,  mother  of  Thomas  Street  (one  of  the  Commissioners  who  had 
heen  appointed  with  Sikes  in  1652),  was  only  at  the  rate  of  iL-'250  per 
annum,  and  ^61  for  disbursements. 

Another  incident  in  Treworgie's  tenure  of  office  illustrates  in  a 
remarkable  way  the  impartial  and  independent  admimstration  of  justice 
under  Cromwell's  Government.     In  April  1C54  Treworgie  complains — 

"  That  in  this  j'ear  Sir  James  Kirke  bad  him  arrested  in  an  notion  for  £600 
and  ku\it  him  close  prisoner  as  a  mnlefacLor,  thinking  by  a  trick  to  gain  money  for 
his  liberty;  he  praye  that  Kirke,  Hill,  and  the  bailillb  may  be  ordered  to  show  cnnse 
why  thp  Petitioner  should  not  proceed  in  hia  Commission  [as  Governor  of 
Newfoundland]  witbont  intcirnption  or  arrest,  and  that  he  may  be  secnred  against 
them." ' 

By  order  of  Cromwell  the  petition  is  referred  to  Colonel  Jones  and 
othei-s,  "  to  consider  of  a  way  for  the  Petitioner's  indemnity."  Under 
the  Stuai-ts,  sucli  an  interference  by  the  coui'ts  with  a  Colonial  Goveraor 
would  have  been  visited  with  summary  punishment ;  under  the  orderly 
administration  of  Cromwell  the  courts  of  justice,  even  when  tliey  acted 
pervei-sely  against  his  own  officers,  were  never  interfered  with.  Royalists 
like  Kirke  and  Baltimore  could  freely  bring  their  differences  before  the 
Protector's  courts  of  law  without  anj'  fear  of  such  Government  action 
as  WHM  the  rule  under  the  Stuarts. 

Under  the  fostering  care  and  able  management  of  Treworgie, 
which  extended  from  1653  to  1660,  the  settlement,  trade,  and  fisheries 
of  the  Colony  were  largely  increased ;  no  injustice  to  planters  was 
permitted  under  his  firm  control ;  the  cultivation  of  the  land  was 
encouraged  ;  trade  between  the  island  and  the  continental  colonies  was 
pi-nmoted ;  the  celebrated  TreJawney  of  Richmond  Island,  Maine,  sent 
ships  to  Newfoundland.  Treworgie  himself  was  connected  with  the 
trade  of  both  colonies.  New  England  prospered  immensely  under  the 
Commonwealth,  and  so  did  our  island  Colony,  Amidst  the  dreary  record 
of  wrong  and  oppression,  Treworgie's  seven  years  administration  is 
the  one  bright  spot  in  our  histoiy. 
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The  records  show  that  there  was  a  large  amouDt  of  both  ship- 
building •  and  boat-building  going  on  in  the  Colony  at  this  period.  The 
English  naval  officers  mention  the  great  superiority  of  the  EngUeh-built 


II 


^ 


fishing  boat  as  compared  with  the  French,  and  very  stringent  orders 
were  given  to  prevent  our  rivals  obtaining  Newfoundland  boats  from 
the  settlers.     Even  at  this  early  period  there  was  a  smuggling  business 

'  In  the  ParliamenUrr  R«port  of  ITIB  it 
i«  ttited  that  nesrly  all  the  Fnole  vessel*  en- 
gaged in  tbe  NenfoimillBUd  tnde  <rere  built 
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g-jing  on  with  the  French ;  it  contiuued  after  they  were  removed  lo 
LouisbourgH,  Caps  Breton,  and  is  in  fall  activity  up  to  the  present  time. 
The  New  Englandera  n-ere  so  keeo  about  trade  that  they  actually  sold 
to  their  enemies  the  very  bricks  and  boards  they  afterwards  battered 
down.  By  the  end  of  the  Commonwealth  period  the  New  England 
trade  was  firmly  established  in  our  Colony ;  it  had  a  general  agent  in 
St.  Jubn's,  with  branch  agencies  in  all  the  pnncipai  settlementa 
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L  Trewoi^'i  Inatmctioiu. 

IDomettie  Slate  Papvra,  iHlerreguiim.  Coun- 
cil <f  State  Order  Book.  April  19  to 
July  1,  1653.      Kol.  97.) 

Friday  8d  of  Jane  1653,  afteniODiie. 
Majd  Gen"  Dnbrow  tbe  Lord  GeTK-nill, 
M.  Geo"  l^mbeit.  Col.  Jonen.  M.  Geo" 
llarrison,  Mr.  Strichlaod,  Col.  Stapley, 
C-il.  ToinlinBon,  Col.  Bennet,  Mr.  Moyer, 
Hr,  Gilb.  Fickrring. 

iNgTRrcriOKS  lo  JoBN  Tbbwokoii  Gent. 
appointed  Commis'  for  maottgeing  anil 
ordering  tbe  aSiiimt  and  Interest  of  this 
ComoDweallli  in  Newfonndland  for  this 
pre«eot  yeare. 

WHBRRA8  apon  consideration  had  of 
tbe  prentnt  state  and  condition  of  affitires  in 
NeirfuundUnd  relateing  to  thin  CoiiionRi^alth, 
Tbe  Conncell  hare  thought  it  expedient  to 
coDtinne  jou  for  this  suiTier  upon  the  plnce  aa 
a  Comisaioner  :  for  manageioff  and  ordrring 
the  affiiirea  there.  ¥oa  are  therefore  to  de- 
loeane  jo'aelfe  in  that  truHt  and  imploym' 
according  to  the  powers  InstmctioiiB  and 
snthoritj'  hereafter  mentioned. 

Isl. — You  are  hereby  required  and  autho- 
rized to  take  care  for  the  Governni'  and  nell 
ordcHog  of  the  mid  conntry  of  Kewfoundland 
and  the  people  there  inhabiting,  and  liheivise 
the  Gnhery  according  to  Hucb  lavus  and 
ordinances  is  are  hereto  annexed. 

3nd.  Ton  are  by  yo'ielfe  or  aucb  fit  per- 
son! afl  you  shall  eppoiut  to  collMt  ib« 
fnipocition  of  fish  due  from  and  payd  by 
Mrangelt,  and  likewiae  the  imposition  of 
Oyte  for  the  ore  of  thit  Comonwcalth,  and 
Adventur"  aforesaid,  until  the  Supreame 
sutborily  shall  declare  tbeir  further  pleasure 

3rd.  You  are  to  use  yo'  best  endeato'*  lo 
•Fcure  ttie  fishery  (here  a^inst  any  that  i^halt 
Bitempt  to  distarb«  or  interrupt  it  and  to 
that  end  joo  have  hereby  full  power  and 
■n:hority  to  comand  inch  ahips  and  restielts 
at>  are  upon  that  const  or  in  any  of  [he 
Harbo"  to  keepe  topeiher  or  otbemiiie  to 
d'Kpore  of  themselves  in  such  manner  as  may 
bee  most  for  the  coiTion  ebfety  and  to  use  mich 
other  meaneB  for  the  end  aforesaid  as  jou 
Rhall  judge  meet.  And  all  Captaynea  of  Con- 
voyea  are  hereby  required  lo  bee  aasisting 
to  JOU  in  the  execntion  thereof  And  jou 
•re  to  coniider  in  what  manner  any  of  tbe 
Harbo™  and  Baye*,  belnnging  to  the  country 
aiay  bee  [ortiGed  for  pMservatiou  both  of  the 
country  and  Settling. 


4.  —  Whfreas  iipcurilie  is  givrn  by 
Sr.  David  Kirke  each  as  the  Counceli  doe 
approve  of,  for  bis  appearance  to  the  Conncell 
and  being  responsible  as  to  any  matters  to 
bi:e  objected  against  him.  Upon  which  the 
sequestratiOD  or  former  scisure  npou  his 
(''.state  is  to  bee  talien  off,  You  are  tbcretore 
to  deliver  up  unio  such  person  or  persons  aa 
he  shall  appoint  all  that  remaines  of  his 
there  that  wns  formerly  sequestred  or  seisetl, 
or  that  belongeth  to  him,  onely  of  the  Ordnance 
or  any  other  things  that  doe  properly  belorg 
to  ye  Comonwealth  you  are  to  take  a  par- 
ticular notice  and  inventory,  and  unto  'ho 
per!<Dn  or  persons  In  whose  charge  jou  thnll 
leave  the  same  you  arc  to  give  strict  direc- 
tions that  they  tnke  care  the  same  bee  pre- 
served and  forthcoming  to  the  use  of  the 
Cn mo D wealth.  You  are  to  receive  and  ex- 
amine all  such  complaints  as  shall  bee  m.ide 
unto  you  as  well  by  strangers  aa  oihira  of 
any  uning  or  injnry  done  unto  them  by  any 
person  or  persons  whatsoever  and  to  eertiKe 
tlieir  particular  cases  onto  the  Counrell. 

Yon  are  upon  ihc  close  of  this  suiiicn 
fi-ihery  to  returno  back  into  Bnsland  and  to 
repair^  to  tbe  Conncell  or  the  Supreame 
authority  of  this  Coinonwcalth  and  lo  give  as 
well  a  jnst  and  true  accompt  of  all  such 
money  and  profitts  aa  have  come  to  yo'  hands 
due  to  the  Comonwealtb  or  Adventurers,  as 
of  all  yo' proceedings  and  in  what  condiiiiin 
you  left  all  things  there  at  yo'  coming  anay. 

Lan-es,  Bules.  and  Ordinances  where- 
by the  Affaires  and  fishery  of  New- 
foundland are  to  be  governed  nntill  the 
Parlam*  shall  take  further  order. 

I.— That  noe  Ballast,  Prcet  stones  nor 
anything  el-e  burtfull  (o  the  Harbours  hce 
ihrotrnc  out  to  the  prejudice  of  said  Harbours, 
but  that  it  be  carryed  nsbore  and  lajd  where 
it  may  not  doe  annoy ii nee. 

2. — That  noe  person  whatsoever  either 
fi-<hcrmen  or  inhabitiints  doe  dvslroy  or  deface 
or  any  way  vorke  any  spoyle  or  detiiment  to 
any  stage,  Cookeroo-ne,  Flakes,  Spikes,  Naylcs 
or  any  thing  else  that  belongeth  lo  the  stages 
whatsoever  cither  at  the  end  of  the  Voy^e 
when  he  hath  done,  and  is  to  depart  the 
cnuntry  But  that  he  or  they  content  them- 
selves lith  such  stage  or  stages  onely  an  shall 
bee  needful  for  them,  and  that  for  the  repair- 
ing of  sneh  Blagcs,  as  he  or  they  take,  they 
shall  fetch  timber  out  of  the  woods,  and  not 
to  do  it  with  ruining  or  leareing  dotrn  of 
other  stages. 

3.— That  according  to  the  ancient  Cu«- 
tome,  every  ship  or  Gshec  that  first  enlercth  a 
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HsrboDr,  ia  behtlfe  of  tbc  ship,  be  Adminll 
of  the  said  Harbour,  whei«in  for  the  time 
beinn  he  Bball  ooely  reserve  >oe  much  bt«ch 
and  Baket  or  both  as  is  needfal  for  the  number 
of  boats  ha  nhall  me  with  an  overplua  ODelj 
for  one  boate  niore  than  he  Dcedeah  as  a 
piiviledge  for  his  ftrst  comioge.  And  that 
CTery  ship  comeinge  after  content  himselfe 
with  what  he  (ball  have  nevessarje  use  for 
without  keepeinge  or  detefndng  any  more  to 
je  p'judioe  of  ofhen  nent  comein^.  And 
■bat  an}  j'  are  possewed  of  several  places 
in  levcral  Harbo"  witb  intent  to  kecpe  ihem 
all  before  they  oano  resolve  upon  which  to 
chuw,  shalbe  bound  to  resolve  and  send 
advice  to  such  cftor  comers  in  those  places 
as  expect  bis  resolution  and  that  within  48 
houres  if  je  weather  soe  serve  that  ye  said 
after  Comers  may  likewise  choose  their  place 
and  soe  none  receive  p'judice  by  other* 
delajes. 

4.— That  noe  person  cut  oat,  dtface  or 
any  way  alter  or  ebao^e  tbe  marks  of  any 
boates  or  trayne  fatts  whereby  to  defraud  ye 
ri)(bt  owners,  and  Ibat  no  persoo  convert  lo 
his  own  use  ye  said  boalea  or  trayoe  faliH  soe 
beloDgiuK  to  others  without  their  coueents  uor 
remove  nor  take  them  fro  ye  places  where 
tliey  be  left  by  ye  owners  except  in  case  of 
necesailye,  and  then  in  give  notice  thereof  to 
ye  Adm'''  and  others  whereby  ye  owners  may 
knowB  what  has  become  of  them. 

5. — That  noe  perMtn  doe  demluisli  take 
away  perloyue  or  -teaJe  any  of  ye  fish  or 
trayne  or  salt  which  is  putt  in  caske  Trayne 
Katis  or  Cookeroomes  or  other  bouseti  in  any 
of  ye  Harho"or  Fiahiofte  places  of  yc  couiitrye, 
or  any  other  provisions  belongioge  to  ye 
fishinge  Trade  or  to  ye  ships. 

6,— That  noe  person  sett  fire  in  any  of 
ye  woods  of  ye  coontrye  or  work  any  detrim' 
or  destruction  to  ye  same  by  rinding  of  ye 
trees  either  for  ye  seelinf;  of  ships  huulds 
or  for  momes  on  shoare  or  for  any  other 
uses  except  for  ye  coverinjie  of  ye  roofer  for 
Cookeroomes  to  dresxc  their  meale  and  these 
roomea  not  to  extend  above  30  foote  in  leugth 

7. — That  tioe  man  cast  anchor  or  ougbt 
else  burtfull  which  may  breed  annoyance  or 
hinder  ye  hal«inK  of  Sayuea  for  Uayte  in 
places  accustomed  thereunto. 

8. — That  noe  person  robb  ye  netts  of 
others  out  of  any  drifts  boale  or  drover  lor 
bayte  by  ni^hl,  nor  take  away  any  bayte  out 
of  tbeit  fishing  boates  by  tbeir  sbipa  sides  nor 
Tobh  nor  steale  any  of  Uieir  netts  or  any  part 
thereof. 

B. — That  noe  person  doe  sett  up  any 
Tavernes  for  sellinge  uf  wynes  beere  or  »lrong 
waters  Sydrr  or  tobacco  to  enterteyoc  ye 
fishermen  because  it  is  found  that  by  such 
meanes  they  are  dehaaehed,  nettlectiog  their 
labors  and  poore  ill  governed  men  not  onely 
•pend  most  pari  of  their  shares  before  they 
•ome  home  npon  which  ye  life  and  nuiyuten- 


ance  of  their  wives  and  children  dependeth 
but  are  likewise  burtfull  in  divers  other  ways 
as  by  neglecting  and  making  themselves  nnfil 
fur  their  labor  by  purloyoeing  and  steiiioR 
fro  their  owners  and  by  maktti|[  nnlawfull 
shift*  to  supply  Ibcic  disonkrs  which  disonkra 
tbey  frequently  followe  siDoe  these  occaNoni 
have  presented  themselves. 

10.— That  noe  planter  be  permitted  to 
keepc  sny  more  stage  rooBK  than  he  bath 
Eshinge  men  in  posHon  for  ye  manageing  of 
it  and  y'  every  planter  id  each  Harbo'  may 
take  their  stages  and  Hshisg  roome  together 
in  one  part  of  ye  Harbour  and  not  scattering 
at  tbey  now  doe  wasting  as  much  roome  for 
one   or   two   boates   as    may  serve   6  or  8 

II.— That  noe  planter  be  permitted  to 
build  any  dwelling  house,  store  bouse,  court- 
ledge  or  garden  or  keepe  any  Pifg*  or  other 
cattle  npon  or  near  ye  ground  where  fisb  is 
saved  or  dryed. 

)3. — lliat  all  provisions  imported  for 
sale  necessarye  tor  Gsbiug  be  free  for  any 
persoii  to  buy  for  his  owa  present  occasion, 
soe  it  be  demanded  nithtn  six  dayes  after  its 
Brrivall,  and  not  to  be  ingrossed  by  a  few  to 
make  benelitt  on  others  thereby. 

1 S. — That  opon  ye  Lords  day  ye  Accom- 
panye  assemble  in  meet  place  for  divine 
worship. 

JuHN  DlSBlOW  P«'. 


n.  FetitioiL  of  John  Trewor^e. 


The  humble  Petition  of  John  Treworgie 
Commander  of  tbe  Colonie  of  this  nation  in 
Newfoundland, 
Sheweth, 

That  your  Petitioner  being  in  the 
year  16.^3  comniis^oned  to  ye  Newfoundland 
by  the  Cnnucil  of  Slate  for  tbe  managing  of  the 
affairs  of  that  Country  hath  according  to  bis 
inetructlons,  yearly  given  Ihem  an  account  of 
his  proceedings  therein  arid  for  want  of  a  dne 
supply  from  heare  hath  been  necessitated  to 
return  unto  Knglaud  and  now  takes  on  bim 
tbe  boldness  to  inforta  your  Honour  with  the 
state  of  affairs  in  that  Island  and  alto  to 
acquaint  your  Honour  of  six  years  sallai^  due 
to  your  Petitioner.  May  it  Iherefure  please 
your  power  to  take  the  matter  into  coosiden- 
tion  and  to  grant  unto  your  Petitioner  a  Com* 
misiiioD  frir  the  advising  the  affaire  there  and 
to  appoint  two  or  three  frigates  (which 
vessels  have  been  there  to  assist  your 
Petitioner  in  collecring  tbe  impost  sntprising 
of  such  Spanish  ships  as  shall  be  found  and  to 
conduct  English  shipping  ttota  heaie.    .    •   • 
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MR.  POVEY'S  REPORT. 


m.  Kr.  Forer'a  Beport,  Kaf  11, 1660. 

To  the  Rfftht  Hod.  the  ConunitlM  at 
the  Council  for  ForeigD  FlanUtiona. 

After  Tcciting  the  vaiiout  PatenU.      .    , 

After  the  death  of  Duke  HamiltoD  the 
CooDc!!  of  t^tnte  did  in  16S0  give  a  Com* 
misnioD  to  John  Treworgie  mercbtuit  who 
iru  there  upon  the  plnce  to  order  aflHirs 
there  for  the  beet  advantage  of  the  Stale 
which  CoiDinifsiuD  was  also  rrneired  ID  1653. 
Sr  Darid  Eirke  the  only  survivor  of  ihe 
former  Patentees  obtained  in  1653  [prob. 
Sir  JameB  Kirke]  a  ComraisaiuD  from  the  laie 
Protector  Oliver  wherein  John  CLijpole  F«q. 
and  Col.  John  Coffin  were  joined  with  him  but 
little  or  nolhini;  was  acted  tbereopon.  Upon 
the  whole  matter  it  appearelh  by  rcasoD  of 
je  severall  patent*  for  the  settlameDt 


the  disordera  of  the 
interest  of  State  suffers.  . 
■eema  Ter;  Mpeditnt   that   i 


I  time  the 


penon  be  emplojed  nud  ioBtmcted  l«  baiteo 
thither  to  manage  Hia  Maiesty'i  atfairci 
tlierefoT  je  next  aeatoD  of&hin|t  whereby 
uaay  idviutaget  and  profiu  may  arise  to 
Uia  Majectf  which  miui  else  be  wholly 
Delected  and  lost  of  which  the  persoD  em- 
ployed is  to  give  tax  acoouDt  bei«  in  England 
at  ye  «nd  of  theyeare.  For  the  present  it 
may  be  expedient  that  ye  aforesaid  John 
Trewor^ie  hatb  a  commiftion  and  fit 
iostrDmenl  to  soe  to  Newfoundland  therefore 
forthwith  he  hsTinff  been  a  penon  well  used 

■ad  experienced  in  Ihoee  affaires 

liberty  to  return  to  England  and  give  an 
aecount  of  hia  Tnut 

J.  Povar. 
Endoried : — 
By  order  of  Committee  of  State  ulting 
and  taking  care  of  Government  in  the 
interralt  between  ye  suppression  of  ye  Bunip 
of  3'e  Parliament  and  ye  return  of  Hia 
MejeBty  whioh  was  not  many  days  before  the 
date  of  this  Keport, 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

REIGN  OF  CHARLES   IF. 

1660-1685. 

ICGO. — PraclBmation  for  ntrii^ler  ohncrrsnoe  of  Lent.  Petilion,  on  Jane  lltb,  of  Sir 
Ji,  Kirke  and  olber»  for  bet:tr  protection  of  tbc  fishing  fleet.  Petition,  in  June, 
of  Lord  Baltimore  for  a  reuewal  of  his  pfttenl ;  Sir  O.  Briilireinan  and  Col, 
Finch  report,  on  .Tone  ITth,  that  the  patent  ii  good,  and  Mill  in  force  ;  that  the; 
cannol  calculate  the  money  expended  by  the  Kirkes  on  the  plantation.  Warrant 
granted  to  Ballimore  to  lake  possetjioii  from  the  Kitkes.  Gatgot  probably 
received  commission  ai  Governor  of  I'lacentia. 

IG6I — Cap'ains  Rajnor  and  Pearce  at  Ferrylaud  as  Baltimore's  commissioners.  Charter 
to  Weotern  merchants  reneved  on  !6th  January ;  no  pers->us  other  than  those 
going  to  Esh  or  to  nettle  to  be  permitted  tc  i-ail ;  daty  on  nail  remitted.  Petition 
of  Lady  Kiriie  that  she  and  her  children  aie  siarriaj.  Letter  from  Hill  to  Kirke 
in  September. 

]662. — Placentta  founded  by  French.     Immediately  after  » 
a  vassal  of  Fran?e.  Louis  XIV.  sent  oat  150  men  ., 
to  Placenlia.      Baltimore  oblaitied  renewal   of  his  patect.    Mathews,  sent  by 
Pearse  and  Raynor  to  Placentia,  arrested  by  the  French,  but  escaped. 

1G63. — Mayors,  &c.  Initructed  to  enfuree  an  order  prohibiting  masters  of  res^^els  from 
catTving  settlers  to  Newfoundland  j  fisheries  exempted  from  tat  or  toll.  The 
celebrated  James  Young  in  Neirfnundland  aa  surgeon  oo  the  R^fi>rmatiott. 

1864. — Deposition  and  complaint  made  to  King  Charles  II.  of  French  proceedings  in 
Grand  Placontia  ia  1662.  when,  as  swtrn  to  by  one  Ua.?ic  Dethiek,  soiaien, 
vomen.  and  men  landed  there  from  a  great  French  ship,  sent  to  the  king  by  the 
hands  nf  Mr.  Robert  Prowse.  t'irat  agitation  agaiai't  French  preteusions  in 
NewFonndtand. 

1665. — First  edition  of"  Sir  J.  Child's  Discourse."  Position' of  the  Neirfnundiand  flsbery 
folly  debated  with  reference  to  the  Dutch  war;  only  one  ship  of  Dartmouth  to 
go  out.  In  June.  Dc  Buyter.  Dutch  Admiral,  plundered  and  destroyed 
St.  .lohn's  and  several  other  harbours.  C'.  ilartln  endeavoured  to  defend 
St.  John's. 

1606. — H.  d'Almy'g  propositions  about  the  fishery. 

1667. — William  Hinton  in  Newfoundland  hoping  to  be  made  Goremor.  Pe^lion,  on 
IBth  March,  to  make  George  Kirke  Governor,  Petition  of  Totnes.  Sec.  on 
asth  AugiiX  against  a  Governor.  Depositions  taken  on  28th  Aupist,  at 
Topsham,  about  Sir  D.  Kirke's  misrule,  and  on  20th  November  at  Totnes, 
Petitiou  of  Bristol  and  the  Merchants  Adventurers  for  a  Governor  and  soldiers, 
I   6th   December,   referred  to   Lord   Anglesey.     C.  Miirtin   again   fortifying 


1669.— Merchants  petition  the  king  against  sending  out  a  Governor  tn  Ne^fonndland,  at 
propo'ed  by  Captain  Robert  Kubinson  on  ISIh  December;  Robinson  summoned 
to  London, 
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1670. — FebmiTj  i.  Order  id  ConDCil  tliit  a  claplaio  shoald  b«  wot  villi  thr  eDDO«l  eoovoj 
to  NewfoDDdlBDd  "for  kwpiog  people  living  there  Id  Christiijiity."  Rulea 
inned  bj  thn  Lordi  of  the  CoQDcil  to  regnlnte  fi^herien  ;  eTeiy  fifth  mm  to  be  a 
gri-ea  man  ;  ca|  tains  to  give  bood  for  £100  to  brinti  back  eferj  fiRhcrmMl  they 
took  ont,  &o.,  &c.  Jiune"  Toaog,  who  kept  >  diary  of  bis  journeys,  wrote  shout 
the  fiihery.  On  »3rd  Deoeniber  a  petiiion,  prewnted  by  Weitern  merchanti>,  for 
the  regnlatioD  of  the  fishery. 

1671. — Dcpnaition  of  UatbevB  Bwoni  on  3Tth  January.  Letter  from  Fro«i«  to  Gould  on 
]  4th  March. 


1673. — Dutch  squadron  cf  four  Khips  plnndered  the  Kirkes  at  Ferryland.  tut  beaten  off 
from  St.  John's  hy  Christopher  Mirtin.  The  king  appointed  a  Sclmlt  Commiitee 
to  take  depositions  in  the  ^'est  about  the  fishery. 

1671. — Orders  made  hy  the  Commissioneni  of  Trade  and  Plantations  TorhiddiDg  planters 
to  inhabit  within  six  miles  of  the  Hhore,  Irom  Cape  Race  to  Cape  Bonmista. 
Sir  J,  i^illiamson  alludes  to  Iioid  Baltimore's  house  at  Ferryland  as  being  still 
babiuble. 

1675. — Chnrles  If.  gave  up  dutv  of  S  per  cent,  paid  by  French.  On  the  I2lb  Fehmaty 
both  sides  irere  heard  about  the  fishery  ;  on  ISlb  April  the  Council  for  Trade 
reported  against  a  Governor  and  fortificaUons ;  and  on  5th  May  ihey  required 
the  settlers  to  return  to  England,  or  go  to  other  plantations.  Letter  on 
tSlh  September,  from  Berry  tu  Soulhirell,  about  the  plnnters.  Troate's  report 
about  a  murder  in  St.  John's  not  inrenigated,  diougb  known  about  by 
Captun  Carter,  ltd. 

1676. — 27lb  January,  old  charter  renewed  with  addilional  clause".  Captain  Rnssell  com- 
pelling sercTHl  ship  fishermen  to  rebuild  ftagea  thej  had  destroyed.  Order  to 
Sir  John  Berry  to  bum  houses,  and  root  out  population  ;  owing  to  the  exertions 
of  John  Downing,  a  resident  tuerchant,  an  order  from  the  king  procured  to  nnnul 
it.  Mr.  John  Alyrod'g  acconnt  of  Placi-ntia.  S4th  October,  Downiug's  narra- 
dre  ;  first  mention  of  New  England  traders.  Uownine'spetitisnof  Tlh  November 
beard.  T.  Martin  treated  hy  the  merchants  in  St.  Jo^ii'h  as  an  alien,  and  forced 
to  hire  a  stage.  Thompson's  report  on  Flacentia.  Duieh  reported  to  have 
destroyed  many  French  fishinft  rerscls. 

1677. — Fetitiona  of  C.  and  T.  Martin  and  Truate,  of  H.M.S.  Saan  ;  and  on  2Sth  January 
and  sard  March  further  petitions  of  Downing.  Order  sent  on  March  28th,  hy  the 
St.  Johifs  Menhnal,  directing  ship  fishprmen  not  to  ninlest  the  Settlers  i  con- 
firmed on  IBth  AIny  hy  Captain  Wheter.  I'etitLOD  of  St.  John's  merchants  on 
lOth  December  brought  to  England  by  Sir  W.  Poole,  H.M.S.  Leopard. 
T.  Oxford's  petition  reciting  dnmage  done  to  stages. 

1679. — Petitions  of  W.  Downing  on  10th  Febmnr3'  and  !nd  April ;  o'  Oxford  on  2nd  April, 
reciting  that  his  family  hud  a  warehouse  in  Si.  John's  for  seventy  years ; 
of  Oxford  and  Dawning,  on  April  29th,  for  a  Governor,  fortifications,  and  a 
ininiiler ;  also  petition  of  Oxford,  about  his  nept>  servant,  on  3rd  July  ;  and  of 
Downing  on  4lh  November,  T.  Weighmonth  breaking  into  Downing's  rooms. 
Captain  Wright,  H.M.S.  Rectrse,  keeping  order  in  St.  John's. 

1680.— In  May,  Robinson  nnking  leave  to  boild  a  fort  at  St.  John's.  Petitions  of  Hinton 
and  Downing.  W.  Downing  probably  diad  on  his  way  to  Newf''nndland. 
Account  of  Downing's  family.  Captain  Robert  Bobinson  and  Ihree  merchnnts 
at  Bay  Bulls,  on  S9th  September  g  condemn  four  fishermen  to  be  duelled  for 
damaging  French  room  at  Colinet,  &c.,  and  two  merchants  to  pn;  the  damages. 

1681. — Destrick  and  Molin's  report  of  Flacentia.  Fort  in  ruins.  Twenty-two  Bosque 
Tesscis  Irom  Port  of  Passage  fishing  and  whaling  in  Newfoundland.  French 
attempting  to  prevent  Basque  fishing  in  their  neighbourhood.  Captains  Talb»t 
and  Sior]  s  on  the  coast.    Bad  fishery, 

1682. — Captain  D.  Jones,  H.M.S.  Z)i'ainon(f,  reports  about  New  Engl nnderg,  on  I  Stb  Sep- 
tember, from  Bay  Boils.    Captain  Wren  at  Bay  Bulls  in  thu  Cetitnt  ion. 

1683.~Petition  of  Downing  on  the  1 1th  October. 

1684.— Captain  Wheter,  H.M.S.  Tiper,  reports  on  French  settlements  and  Ssbing;  no 
itood  to  be  had  within  two  miles  of  St.  John's ;  good  fishery. 
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The  Commonwealth  had  only  heen  maintained  by  tho  strong  hand 
of  Cromwell ;  soon  after  his  death  the  English  republic  came  to  ao  end. 
The  general  voice  of  the  country  was  in  favour  of  a  limited  monarchy 
and  a  hereditary  sovereign.  Under  the  astute  tactics  of  Monk  the 
Restoration  was  brought  about — unbridled  licence,  in  place  of  Puritan 
severity. 

From  the  records,  reports  of  naval  officers  (which  began  in  this 
reign),  and  private  letters  (now  for  the  first  time  pubhshed),  we  are  able 
to  give  a  pretty  accurate  description  of  Newfoundland  under  the  Resto- 
ration.    It  was  an  unfortunate  change  for  our  poor  Colony.     Charlfs 
the   father  had   chastised   the   set- 
tlei-s  with  whips,  the  dissolute  son 
chastised  them  with  scorpions.     Lest 
I  should  be  accused  of  exaggeration 
in  the  matter  of  the  expulsion  of  the 
settlers  in  this  reign,  I  have  given 
in    all    possible     cases    the   official 
documents,   or,   when    too    long,   a 
r^xum,^  of  their  contents.     Informa- 
tion about  the  Colony  is  much  fuller 
in  this  period.     There  was  no  regular 
post  in   England,  but  we  have  the 
rudiments  of  a  newspaper,  tlie  short- 
liveil   Puhlique   Intelligencer,    and 
the  still  existing  London  Gazette. 
The  two  most  important  events 

FroM  a«  Z"X"-^r  L.„.  '"  *■'"»  '''^'g°  '"^''^  ^^^  irruption  of 

the   French    into    the    Colony,   the 

foundation  of  their  capital  at  Placentia  in   1662,  and  the  attempted 

expulsion  of  the  settlers  by  an  Oixler  in  Council  from  Charles  II.  in  1675. 

On  these  subjects  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  all  the  information 
that  can  be  gathered  from  the  contemporary  records.  I  have  been 
obliged,  from  want  of  space,  to  omit  the  long  discussion  before  the  Council 
contained  in  Secretary  Williamson's  note-book,  a  very  interesting  paper 
from  Sir  R.  Robinson  in  favour  of  a  Governor,  and  numbers  of  naval 
reports.  I  have  stated  the  main  argument  on  both  sides — all  that  space 
would  permit;  my  endeavour  has  been  to  give  my  readers  a  general 
view  of  the  actors  performing  on  the  Newfoundland  scene — to  bring  to 
life  the  dead  and  forgotten  Terra-novian  heroes  of  those  days. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  Charles  II.  in  1660  was  the  issuing  of  a  long 
proclamation  for  the  stricter  observance  of  Lent,  assigning  as  one  reason 
"  the  good  it  produces  in  the  employment  of  fishermen."     The  Furitans 
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of  the  day  refused  to  fast  in  Lent  or  to  eat  fish ;  it  savoured  of  prelacy 
and  superstition ;  tliey  would  have  none  of  it.  New  England's  plan  of 
giving  a  remission  of  taxation  to  the  citizen  who  could  prove  his  con- 
sumption of  fish  for  ooe-third  of  the  year,  was  a  more  workable  way  of 
encouraging  the  sale  of  fish. 


From  De  Veer'i  IFaeracMiBht,  i6ot. 

West  Country  interest  was  all-prevailing  with  the  king,  so  in  the 
same  year,  16C0,  an  Act  waa  parsed  remitting  the  duty  on  salt  used  in 
the  fishery,  and  exempting  other  materials  required  in  this  industry 
from  all  duties.  In  1663  the  Newfoundland  fishery  was  to  be  for  ever 
relieved  fium  all  taxes  and  tolls,  and  the  same  Act  imposed  stringent 
duties  on  all  fish  and  products  of  the  sea?  imported  into  the  kingdom  by 
foreigners  and  aliens.  It  was  a  wise  and  beneficial  measure,  made 
entirely  for  the  interest  of  the  West  Country  adventurere. 

There  were  no  court-houses,  jails,  or  regular  administration  of  justice 
in  the  Colony  in  those  days.  Sir  David  Kirke,  in  a  patriarchal  way, 
had  been  wont  to  administer  quarter-deck  law  from  the  parlour  of  his 
old  house  in  Ferryland.  The  captain  of  the  convoy,  for  the  first  time  in 
our  history,  assumes  this  authority,  and  we  have  a  very  full  account  of 
the  trial  of  four  prisoners  for  the  destruction  of  the  "  cabbin  "  of  a 
Frenchman  called  Ducarrow,  at  Colinet  Island,  where  he  was  the  admiral, 
and  of  the  robbery  and  destruction  of  his  shalloways  and  shalloi>s.  Tlie 
case  was  clearly  proved  on  the  adniissioD  of  the  delinquents. 


.vGoogle 


174  REIGN  OF  CHARLES  II. 

From  the  evidence  it  appears  to  have  been  a  common  practice 
amongst  the  fishermen  to  steal  French  boats  in  the  winter.  Both  the 
depredators  and  the  planters  who  supplied  them  and  shared  their  plunder 
richly  deserved  punishment.  Captain  Robert  Robinson,  R.N,  (afterwards 
knighted,  and  an  applicant  for  the  Governorship  of  Newfoundland), 
tried  them  on  board  the  man-of-war.  Three  merchants  sat  as  nautical 
assessors,  after  the  Admiralty  practice,  or  aa  &  primitive  jury ;  the  whole 
proceeding  was  illegal,  but  it  was  eminently  just,  sumniary,  andeSective. 
The  judgment  of  the  Court  was : — 

"  Ducarroir  v.  Knap  and  ors. 
"  Whereas  Francis  Knapman,  John  WalliB,  William  Conch,  Samool  Wood,  foar 
or  the  BIX  persons  who  did  the  damage  at  Colinat  last  printer  to  the  FrenchmcD 
haven  been  taken  and  confined  aboard  this  ship ; 

''  We  the  nndersigned  have  seriously  considered  to  have  ye  above  dnck'  at  je 
maine  farde  of  this  ship  for  a  pablio  example  to  all  this  Inland ;  and  tbej  shall  be 
liable  for  the  said  dam^^  legally  proved  and  the  damage  shall  be  made  good  hj 
Pollard  and  Bolson  who  fitted  them  oat  for  that  fishing  voyage.  The  damage  is 
said  to  be  no  more  than  £50  or  £60. 

H.M.S.  Assistance,  Bay  Balls,  Sep.  29,  1680. 

BoB£BT  BoBiNSON,  Captain,  B.N. 

Stixhb.v  Akabman  of  Bay  Bulls. 

John  Beverley  do. 

Aaron  Bbowm.vo  do.      and  at  Trepoasey." 

We  have  to  recount  about  this  period  the  ignominous  failure  of  the 
English  Navy  in  North  America  and  elsewhere  ;  the  men,  however,  were 
just  as  brave  as  ever ;  the  English  merchant  sailors  showed  a  gallant 
front  to  the  enemy,  whilst  Charles's  Royal  Navy  was  being  thrashed  by 
the  Dutch. 

An  old  West  Country  captain,  Christopher  Martin,  master  mariner 
of  Cockington,  in  Devon,  in  1673,  the  closing  year  of  our  war  with 
Holland,  beat  off  the  Dutch  from  St.  Jolin's,  and  defeated  four  noted 
pirates,  Capta'n  Everson  and  his  comrades. 

No  doubt  there  were  many  such  encounters  as  Martin  describes, 
many  mute  inglorious  Nelsons  amongst  these  Devonian  skippers,  who 
fished  and  traded  in  Newfoundland ;  the  records  give  us  an  account 
of  a  still  more  gallant  action  fought  by  Captain  Holman,  which  will 
be  described  later  on. 

Martin  was  not  only  a  brave  mariner,  but  a  sensible,  shrewd  old 
fellow ;  his  practical  suggestions  about  a  Governor  and  increase  of 
inhabitants  were  opposed  to  the  views  of  all  his  Devonshire  associates. 

'  Ducking  from  tht  yard-»nD,  like  kerf-  aerfn  times.     In  keel-haul infr,  the  sailor  wai 

hanlinfr,  irss  an  ancient  naval  panishmeDt  in  run  from  yard  arm  to  yard-arm  tight  nnder 

are  probably   up  to  the  lust  century.    The  the  keel  of  the  aliip.    They  nere  bulh  most 

calpril  was  hoiMed  to  the  ;trd-aim,  suddenly  barbarous  pnuisbmeuii. 
dropped  and  hauled  up  again  froa  one  to 
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I  will  let  tJiia  gallant  old  merchant  captain  tell  his  own  tale  in  his  ovii 
way: — 

"  Report  of  Chrisloplter  Martin,  of  Cockington,  Devon. 

"  Has  been  17  yeara  Vice-Admiral  of  St.  John's ;  was  once  Admiral,  If  French 
took  l^'ewfoandlaud  and  St.  John's  very  bard  to  get  it  back  again  and  there  mould 
be  great  danger  to  ship^  panging  ao  near  the  coast  to  and  from  America. 

"  In  1665  and  1667  he  landed  his  gans  and  built  small  forts  with  earth  and 
with  his  own  ammnniticn  defended  the  harbour.  In  October  1673,  with  6  gnna 
oat  of  the  Eliot  Andrewt  defended  St.  Jolins  ngainst  Hollanders  on  their  wa;  from 
New  Tork ;  he  was  there  with  provisions ;  defended  St.  Johns  against  Captain 
Everson  and  three  other  men  of  warr  and  with  less  than  30  men  forced  them  from 
the  Harboor's  mouth. 

"  Considers  a  Governor  and  increase  of  inhabitants  absolntel^  necessary  to 
keep  off  the  French  who  have  three  qaarters  of  the  Island  and  f  lacentia  ati-ougl; 
fortified." ' 

In  view  of  the  constant  danger  to  which  our  infant  Colony  was 
exposed  from  pirates,  and  the  still  more  formidable  encounters  with 
the  fleets  of  onr  enemies,  it  seems  very  strange  that  there  were  no 
military  or  naval  prepaiations  to  resist  this  constant,  ever  menacing 
danger.  Beyond  the  odd  ahip  or  two  for  convoy  of  our  fishing  fleet  to 
the  Mediterranean  in  August  uid  September,  England  gave  us  no  pro- 
tection, and  no  ruler  or  governor  virtually  until  1728,  and  then  only  a 
floating  ruler  for  about  two  months  in  the  year. 

Many  strenuous  etforts  were  made  to  obtain  a  commtuider-in-chief 
for  the  Colony ;  the  attempt  was  always  fiercely  resisted  by  the  West 
Countrymen.  In  this  struggle  about  the  Governorship  we  catch  glimpses 
of  the  social  condition  of  the  Colony,  and  of  the  wealth  and  position 
of  the  leaders  of  society  in  the  four  principal  settlements,  St.  John's, 
Ferryland,  Harbour  Grace,  and  Quidi  Vidi. 

One  of  the  claimants  for  the  office  of  Governor  appears  to  have 
been  Captain  Robert  Robinson,  R.N.,  who  made  interest  with  James  II., 
then  Duke  of  York. 

Another  was  William  Hinton,  an  old  hanger-on  of  the  Stuart  family. 
His  father  had  been  Gentleman  of  the  Chamber,  and  had  spent  great 
sums  of  money  for  the  king.  £700  in  Sir  George  Booth's  business  raising 
a  troop  of  horse.  The  son  was  several  years  abroad  with  His  Majesty 
Charles  II.  when  in  exile,  and  says  in  his  petitions — 

"That  he  never  asked  the  King  fcr  anything  but  the  Governorship  of  Kew- 
foundland  which  His  Majestj  had  promised  to  him  several  times. 

"  He  hath  all  sorts  of  honsehold  stuff  in  the  country— £2,500  worth— which 
have  layen  there  a  great  while  and  the  Inhabitants  being  sensible  of  his  large 
expense  and  endeavours  for  their  welfare  ;  that  if  the  King  gives  it  to  any  oue 
else  he  will  he  mined ;  that  he  hath  for  a  long  time  studied  the  advancement  of 
the  Colony,  and  no  one  Eis  Majesty  can  send  will  pretend  to  know  more  about  the 
country  thun  he  does."  ' 

'  Board  oj  Trade,  Nemfoundlimd. 
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This  application  from  an  old  and  faithful  retainer  received  no 
response  ;  Charles'a  ministers  were  bribed  and  controlled  by  Child  and 
the  West  Countrymen. 

The  only  other  rival  for  the  Qovemorahip,  which  was  worth  £400 
per  annum,  waa  William  Downing.     He  proposes — 
"The  just  aod  rendieatwaj  the  tax  upon  the  btmta  may  be  collected  is  through 

Georj^  Kirke  Baqniro  at  Fermonze, 

Mr.  John  Downing  at  Qne  de  Vide, 

Mr.  Thomas  Oxford  at  St.  Johns, 

Mr.  John  Pinn  at  Havre  de  Grace  ; ' 
all  these  persona  having  correspondence  thron  »h  the  whole  country  would  collect 
the  money  at  no  trouble  to  the  Govenionr." ' 

The  Downings  were  the  sons  of  the  fonner  Governor  under 
Hamilton's  charter.  Mr.  Thomas  Oxford  appears  to  have  been,  like 
Hinton,  a  man  of  some  position.  He  kept  a  negro  house-servant — 
a  moat  aristocratic  appendage  in  those  days — whom  the  Weat  Country- 
men forcibly  took  away. ' 

Many  of  the  Devonians,  more  sensible  and  patriotic  than  their 
fellows,  strongly  urged  the  appointment  of  a  Govijmor  and  the  fortifi- 
cation of  the  principal  harbours.  Weymouth,  Bristol,  and  London  were 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  appointment.     Their  efforts  were  in  vain. 

■  The  population  of  Newfoundland  during  this  reign  is  variously 
estimated.  The  various  rough  calculations  are  given  in  the  statistics ; 
they  appear  to  understate  the  number  of  the  resident  planters. 

By  far  the  most  important  event  in  this  reign  is  the  occupation  of 
the  Island  by  the  French. 

It  may  be  argued  that  the  assumption  as  to  the  turpitude  of 
Charles  in  this  transaction  is  based  on  very  slender  grounds.  I  do 
not  think  so ;  the  character  of  Charles  ia  so  vile  that,  to  use  a  New- 
foundland expression,  we  would  not  "  put  it  past  him."  He  gave  up 
Dunkirk  at  the  very  same  time. 

To  fitly  describe  the  epoch  in  English  annals  known  in  our  histories 
as  "  The  happy  restoration  of  Our  Sovereign  Lord  King  Charles,"  one 
has  to  borrow  the  epithet  which  an  American  authoress  applied  to  the 
administration  of  Indian  affairs  in  the  United  States — "  A  centnry  of 
dishonour ; "  and  truly  the  sovereignty  of  Charles  II.  was  a  veritable 
reign  of  infamy. 

Fire  and  plague  decimated  the  land.  To  these  terrible  calamities 
were  added  the  horrors  of  war.     We  were  defeated  by  the  Dutch,  the 

'  The  PyDDS  are  one  of  the  oldest  Eag-      for  hia  gsllant  condact  on  tlie  field  of  battle, 
lish   fomilies  in  tbUconnuy;   the  piiociimt       is  a  descendant  of  this  John  Pynn. 
bianoh  left    about    1843,  and   emigtaied  (o  '  Beard  f  Trade,  Neu,foHHdtand. 

„.,  .        .        .,1         It     a  .     »   .,3  Also  bad  am  coreiiaiit  neizto  servant 

W.,eon«n,  »here  they  have  helped  to  bndd      ^^,^^  ^^^j,  ^g„  ,^^„  f^^  ^^.^  (j^^^  ^ 

up  that  naing  State.  senson,  all  which  he  it  ready  to  make  onv  by 

Sir  Henry  Fy]iD,a  brave  offieer,  knighted      bill  of  sale  and  oath."    {B.  T.,  ^Jld.) 
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enemy's  guns  were  beard  in  London  destroying  Sheemeas  and  the 
shipping  in  the  river.  Never  since  the  Norman  Conquest  had  England 
suffered  such  humiliation.  The  crowning  disgrace  of  the  reign,  however, 
was  the  secret  treaty  between  Charles  and  Louis  XIV.,  by  which 
England  became  the  vassal  of  France,  Englieli  policy,  foreign  and 
domestic,  being  virtually  governed  by  the  French  kiog.  Out  of  tliis 
arose  the  war  with  our  ancient  allies,  tbe  Dutch. 


The  details  of  this  arrangement  are  now  published,  but  there  were 
many  other  questions  agreed  upon  known  only  to  tlie  two  conspirators 
Mid   their   immediate    confidants;    amongst   these  was,   doubtless,  the 
/   p.  aTB9.  ** 
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agreement  by  which  all  the  southern  and  western  portion  of  NewfounJ- 
lund,  from  Cape  Race  to  Cape  Ray,  was  pasaid  over  to  France. 

No  positive  evideuce,  no  State  documents,  can  now  be  produced  to 
prove  this  surrender  of  Engnsh  territory ;  but  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  took  place,  and  the  evidence  of  the  contemporary  records,  leave 
little  doubt  that  the  occupation  of  Pla^ntia  by  the  FreniJi  in  1662  was 
made  with  the  connivance  and  consent  of  the  English  king. 

During  both  the  administration  of  Cromwell  and  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.  no  foreigner  had  attempted  to  make  any  permanent  settlemeot 
in  Newfoundland.  Up  to  1G62  no  Frenchman  had  ever  lived  a  winter 
on  the  Island.^ 

I  will  describe,  as  well  as  it  can  be  gathered  from  the  records,  the 
surrounding  circumstances  of  the  base  surrender  by  which  France, 
without  firing  a  shot,  obtained  the  latest  and  inrest  portion  of  our 
Island  colony.  By  this  betiayal  of  English  territoiy  and  English 
rights  Charles  planted  in  our  midst  our  most  bitter  rival ;  he  exposed 
our  infant  settlement"!  to  those  murderous  raids  afterwards  made  on  the 
English  planters.  Not  only  did  the  king  endanger  the  safety  of  this 
Island,  but  all  the  North  American  Colonies  suiiei'ed  in  aftertime  from 
this  augmentation  of  French  naval  power  in  America. 

The  most  important  evidence  on  tlie  subject  is  the  testimony  of 
Isaac  Dethick,  nn  Englitih  resident  at  Placentia.  ty  this  time  the 
British  inhabitants  h:id  spread  themselves  not  only  around  the  eastern 
coast,  but  some  small  parties  had  gone  beyond  Bonavista,  fishing  and 
furring  as  far  as  Notre  Dame  Bay,  and  some,  like  Dethick,  had  been 
attracted  by  the  splendid  position  of  Placentia,  and  had  made  it  their 
residence  : — 

"  Depoaitior.  of  John  Bttynor  late  deputy  Governor  in  Newfoundland. 

"  In  1662  a  great  French  ship  fnll  of  men  iind  women  pat  into  Grand  Piacentia, 
v-here  she  landed  a  great  number  of  soldiera  and  passengers  irho  fortified  the 
Harbour  with  18  pieces  of  ordnance  as  one  Isaac  Dethick  who  was  there 
affirmed. 

"  Dethick  saw  the  Governor's  Commiasion  under  the  great  seal  of  France  for 
the  command  of  the  whole  country  of  Kewfoundland,  and  the  following  year  was 
forced  to  remove  from  his  Plantation  and  settle  at  the  Bay  of  Ards  [Bay  de  Yerds] 

1  Answer,   ia   IGI4,  to  the  complnintg 
presented  to  King  Jaiucs  I.  by  the  Sieur  de 

BiisBcnux,  French  Ambassador  at  the  Court  yea.. 
of  llis  Mljestr.  "  The  French  do  not  inhabit  anj  part  of 

The  replV  to  the  firBt  point  (which  con-  New  found  land,  but  nre   much  further  away, 

cemed  Newfoundland)  eets  forth  the  title  of  in   a  place  called   Canada,   which  they   call 

England  "  tothe  fishery  there,  which  is  carried  Kew  Fnnce ;  tberefore  the  accuMtioii  agunst 

on   every   year  with    at  least   two  hundred  the  EngliHh  is  most  unjust  and  far  from  the 

tcbmI*  and  m«re  than  six  thousand  periiona  truth,  seeinfl  ihey  have  never  been  near  Kew 

in   the   English   Colonv,    who    huve   always  Frence,    neither    hindered  or   disturbed  the 

treated  the  French  well,  and  protected  them  French  fishei;,  nor  done  any  iojuiy. 
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where  deponent  ftnnd  him  and  took  from  him  an  account  of  the  French 
proceedings  whiuh  be  sent  tor  England  by  Mr.  Itobert  E^owsu  to  bo  preeented  lo 
the  King."  ' 

Besides  this  testimony  we  have  the  further  evidence  of  John  Matthews 
of  Ferryland,  who  appears  to  have  been  a  sort  of  sheriff's  officer  or 
bailiff  in  the  employ  of  the  governors  of  the  Ferryland  plantation. 
Raynor  and  Captain  Pearce  were  deputy -governors  and  also  agenis 
for  Lord  Baltimore  when  hia  patent  was  revived  in  ICGO.  Having  to 
take  proceedings  against  a  Mr,  Russell,  ia  St.  Mary's,  about  a  claim  for 
rent,  they  heard  at  the  same  time  that  some  Canadian  Indians,  who 
were  allies  of  the  French,  wei-e  shooting  and  trapping  in  the  same 
neighbourhood  (^then  and  now  the  finest  game  preserve  in  the  Island). 
They  despatched  John  Matthews  to  anest  Russell  and  the  leader  or  chief 
of  the  Indians,  and  bring  them  to  Ferryland  to  explain  their  proceedings 
to  the  Deputy- Governor.  Matthews  gives  a  graphic  account  of  his 
adventures : — 

"  These  are  to  ccitify  to  whom  it  may  concerne  that  I  Juhn  Matthews  in  ye 
yoarc  16ti2  being  in  ye  Nowfoandland  waa  SL'iit  by  Captain  Pearce  and  Mr.  Eaynor 
the  Honble.  Da puly- Governors  wi^h  their  wiirrants  to  St.  Marys  to  bring  ono 
Mr.  Bussolt  ye  Inhtbitant  there  and  ye  master  of  ye  Indians  (who  came  to  kill 
beavers  and  other  beaats  for  ffiirrcs)  before  them  to  Fferryland;  but  inettead 
of  having  tho  warrant  obeyed,  a  French  Captain  seized  on  me  demandii^g 
what  I  came  fur.  I  replj  ed  for  ye  said  Mr.  Eiisaell  and  ye  Uastoi-  of  ye  Indiana 
to  go  before  ye  Governonra  to  answer  and  give  au  account  of  their  actions  for 
making  an  atlempt  upon  je  Islande  without  any  aathority  fium  His  Majesty  of 
Great  Brittaine  ;  which  be  scornfully  answered,  Baying  we  had  no  power  there  nor 
in  any  other  of  yo  Koutbern  parts  of  ye  Liuda  bat  all  did  bclimg  to  ye  Ffrench 
Kinge  whereupon  I  averring  tbtit  our  King  was  Ktng  thereof  and  of  all  for  about 
30  or  40  leagues  aroand  aboat  it,  was  taken  prisoner  and  so  kept  for  about  2  dayes 
when  ye  French  carryed  me  aboard  and  fctt  forward  untill  we  c*me  nigh  Plaisance 
Port  which  was  furnished  witb  28  gunns  from  whence  a  shallop  came  out  from  ye 
Govemonr  with  command  for  our  returne  to  St.  Maries  iu  pursnite  for  ye  Indiana 
where  by  Gods  pi'ovidence  I  made  my  escape. 

•'  I  also  further  humbly  testify  that  in  the  year  (50)  or  (51)  I  having  then  a  lawe- 
Buit  depending  there  against  one  Nicholas  Eidbood  did  procure  a  Cummiasion  oul: 
of  ye  High  Court  of  Admirallie  directed  to  Sir  Da\id  Kirke  the  then  Governour  to 
examine  witnesses  in  that  cause  which  said  Commission  was  speeded  and  returned 
hiiher  to  ye  Admiraltie  in  due  forme  of  lawe. 

"And  whensovtT  any  differences  arose  between  ya  Planters  and  Inhabitants 
these  ye  said  Sir  David  Kirke  did  always  judge  and  determine  the  same ;  whereby 
je  said  lande  was  peaceably  and  ([uietly  governed  to  yo  gcnerall  benefitt  of  ye 
popniation  and  no  persons  were  suffered  lo  carry  wood  away  in  shjpps,  only  to 
cat  what  was  necessary  for  fishing  and  all  this  I  do  testify  npon  my  cerlaine 
Itnowledge  to  beliue  witness  my  hand  this  27th  day  of  January  1670. 

"  Jo.  Matthews."  ' 

Lady  Hopkings  also  states,  "  That  the  French  derlared  that 
"  King  Louis  had  a  grant  from  the  King  of  England  to  take  as  hia 

'    Records.  >  B.if.  MSS.,  Eg.  2895, 
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"  proper  right  from  Cape  Race  round  by  the  southward  and  westward 
"  to  Ga,ne  Bonavista."  * 

I  think  we  may  fairly  gather  fi-om  these  statements  and  from  the 
formal  actioa  of  the  French,  their  taking  possession  of  a  part  of  the 
Colony  in  such  an  official  manner,  that  King  Charles  had  really 
surrendered  the  best  part  of  the  Island  to  the  French,  leaving  only  from 
Cape  Race  to  Bonavista  for  the  English.  In  further  proof  of  this,  in  one 
of  his  Oi"ders  in  Council,  the  English  boundary  is  given  as  between 
Cape  Race  and  Cape  Bonavista. 

Of  courwe  such  a  transaction  was  kept  a  profound  secret  from  his 
subjects  both  in  England  and  America.  Poor  dupes  like  Raynor,  Lady 
Hopkings,  and  Robert  Prowse  busied  themselves  with  remonstrances 
and  petitions  to  the  king  about  the  monstrous  aggression  of  the  French. 

The  petitioners  presented  their  addresses  and  affidavits.  In  the  Court 
language  still  in  use,  "  They  were  laid  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  his 
"  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  receive  tlie  same."  I  have  heard 
a  Hibernian  orator  and  colonial  official  expatiate  at  great  length  on 
this  expression,  as  showing  the  peculiar  interest  the  sovereign  takes  in 
the  Colony.  This  stereotyped  answer,  written  by  an  under-elerk,  was 
the  only  reply  the  anxious  settlei-s  received  from  the  king. 

The  French  showed  excellent  judgment  in  the  selection  of  their 
colonial  capital.  The  situation  of  Placentia  is  extremely  beautiful  and 
picturesque ;  the  railway  from  Whit'x)ume,  instead  of  descending  the 
north-east  valley  into  the  ancient  French  metropolis,  by  a  curious  freak 
of  engineering  a.seends,  and  from  a  lofty  height  the  traveller  sees  the 
whole  panorama  of  Plaisance  spread  out  before  him ;  below  is  the 
beautiful   north-east    arm   dotted   with    islands,   cottages,   and   farms, 

'  1660  [?  1670.]  MajcBtj'B   affaires,  if  not  timely   prevented, 

"The  informstioD   nnd   retatioD   o(  tbe  and  the  nithcr  the  Governour  for  je  I^'frcnnh 

Ijudy   Hopkings  who  came  piirposely  ffrom  kfeps  ten  vessels  all  je  winter  there  which 

NenToundlond  to  make  knowDe  (o  Hit  Kojsll  carrj  c  30  or  4U  men  a  pece  and  are  reiy  well 

Majesty  as  ffollowes  ;  fitted  to  coast ;  which  vessels  are  lufficient  lo 

_^        ,     ,      „,    „              ...  destroy    the    English   planiatii>n    as    now    i( 

That  the  iat  Sir  Dand  Kirkehcmg  Bent  ^lauas.     And  l.j  sad  experience  the  rutttr  [?] 

for  over  by  the  laic  ucurper  and  all  hia  estates  comioE  .  .  there  without  conlrollo  took  gounei 

lak«n  away  ffor  hu  faithful  service   lo  His  [guns]    shippes   cattle,  goodi  and  what   he 

late    Majesty    in    ttewfoundhind    and   since  pleased,  to  ve  riiiuing  of  His  Majesty's  sub- 

'l'''^*^^'^-  iefis  in  NeifonndlftBd  for  want  of  Govera- 

"  Tha(  Island  halh  been  without  a  Go-  mont. 

vernour  and  the  Fftench  taking  notice  ibereof  ..  The  Ffreneh  this  year  have  riven  out 

have  settled  a  Eamflon  about  eight  or  nine  that  the  French  King  basse  a  Krant  ffrom  the 

years  since  at  Plcicntia  and  about  two  years  King  of  Kngland  to  take  as  his  proper  writ 

since  another  atChapian  Bo«ge  )ib  leagnes  f^^  Oape  D  race  all  to  (be   Westward  and 

distance  ffrom  the  other  (which  in  Sir  David  ftom  BoSavUta  to  ye  Norwaid." 
Kirkes   lifetime  they   never  dirst    attempt) 

and  by  their  jecrty  inlriguinn  and  threatening  CB.jM.  jBAi.,  i.^.  23S5.) 

of  ye  English  gives  Ihemjpst  cause  of  appre-  [The   date  1660  is  evident);  wrongi  it 

hention  of  their  own  saffeiy  and  the  lossc  of  baa   been  added  by  some  Boani  of  Inde 

the   Island    to    ye    great    prejudice    of   His  official.] 
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beyond  is  the  sbmmg  sea,  the  beach,  and  the  towo,  with  its  beautiful 
Catholic  chapel  and  houaea.  As  the  traveller  descends  a  very  steep 
grade  to  the  Jersey  side,  the  other  part  of  the  grand  panorama  unfolds 
itself;  the  beautiful  south-east  arms  sweeping  past  tall  fir-crowned 
blaffs  in  a  winding  circuit  for  eight  miles. 

It  was  not,  however,  for  its  romantic  beauty,  but  for  the  sterner 
reason  of  defence  against  the  enemy,  and  for  its  practical  advantage  as 
a  trading  and  fishing  port,  that  the  French  selected  Placentia  as  their 
capital  and  chief  port  in  Newlbundland. 


Whilst  French  colonisation  has  been  a  failure,  her  military  organi- 
sation, and  especially  her  skill  in  works  of  defence  and  military 
engineering,  have  always  been  specially  prominent.  The  selection  of 
Placentia  was  fully  justified — it  was  never  captured  by  the  English. 

The  first  fort  erected  in  1662  was  at  the  entrance  of  the  gut  on 
the  Placentia  side  ;^  the  defence  was  afterwards  strengthened  by  another 
battery  on  the  Jersey  siile.  Tlie  large  battery  on  Castle  Hill,  Fort 
Louis,  is  mistakenly  placed  by  Bishop  Howley  and  Dr.  Mullock  at 
the  entrance  of  tiie  gut ;  the  small  batteries  at  Crevecour  and  Point 
Verd  are  of  later  date.     Placentia  was  the  Gibmltar  of  North  America. 

'  This  fort  I-e  HodUO  describes ;  —  ' It  on   the  hill,  built    afterwanls,  or  with   the 

Mood  ii|K)D  H  point  of  land  m>  close  to  the  second  fort  erected  od  the  Jersey  side,  nhich 

narrow  entrance  of  (he   Harbour   [the  gnt]  made  Placentia  so  strong, 
thiit  ships  going  iu  graie  so  to  apeak  upon  Le  Hontan  wna  on  datj'  at  Placentia  for 

the  angle  of  the  bastion."  acTcral  jears;  be  did  not  bear  a  very  good 

This  Snt  fort  on  the  Placentia  side  of  cbnracter. 
the  gut  must  not  be  confused  with  Fon  Louia 
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It  successfully  resisted  Commodore  Williams'  attack  ia  1692,  and  the 
still  more  formidable  f^quadix>n  of  Hovenden  Walker  in  17U.  The  site 
was  not  only  admirably  situated  for  military  purposes,  it  was  equally 
well  chosen  as  a  metropolis  of  their  fish  trade.  It  was  a  great 
over-sight  on  the  part  of  the  English  not  to  have  secured  this  desirable 
harbour ;  its  freedom  from  fieM  ice  in  the  spring  makes  it  earlier  than 
the  eastei'n  bays  for  fishing  operations ;  its  proximity  to  Cape  St  Mary's 
and  its  ab  indant  (supply  of  spring  herring  for  bait  renders  it  one  of 
the  very  best  places  for  the  cod  fisliery. 

The  gut  was  then  larger  and  much  deeper  than  it  is  at  present ;  the 
beach,  with  an  extension  at  Little  Placentia,  an  admirable  ship  harbour 
in  Placcntia  arm,  provided  safety  for  their  fleet  and  drying  room  for 
the  large  French  catch. 

Strategically,  politically,  and  piseatorially,  Placentia  was  admirably 
chosen  as  a  capital  place  of  defence  and  fishing  centre.  At  a  later 
period  it  became  prominent  as  the  only  settlement  in  Newfoundland 
where  there  was  an  important  resident  French  population,  chapel, 
substantial  fortress,  and  garrison. 

Our  enemies  did  all  in  their  power  to  entice  the  English  to  settle 
there.  By  a  proclamation  of  Louis,  about  1667,  maatera  of  ships 
wei-e  allowed  five  livrea  for  every  man  and  three  for  every  woman 
they  carried  to  Placentia.  Newfoundlandei's  were  offered  one  year  fi-ee 
subsistence — afterwards  increased  to  three. 

T]ie  Colony  did  not  flourish.  The  first  royal  governor  was  on 
adventurer  named  Gargot;  lie  had  no  salary,  but  was  not  left  without 
lemuneration.  He  set  up  a  royal  store,  and  obliged  all  the  fishermen 
to  buy  from  him  ;  one  of  his  occupations  was  measuring  out  the  beach 
room  for  the  ships.  As  she  arrived,  each  vessel  took  as  much  water 
front^e  as  her  foreyard  nieasurtd ;  for  a  consideration  Gargot  would 
throw  in  a  few  more  feet. 

All  the  French  lishing  admirals  were  under  the  Placentia  governor ; 
they  had  to  report  and  be  governed  by  his  instfuctions.  Naturally 
the  Fi-ench  are  much  more  subservient  to  tlieir  superiors  than  the 
English.  Gaiiieau  tells  us  the  French  Newfoumllandei-s  were  a  free 
and  hardy  race.  They  chafed  under  the  tyranny  of  Gaigot  and  his 
successor  De  La  Poype,  and  petitioned  the  king  against  their  harsh  rule.' 

Fivt  times  before  1685  English  buccaneers  raided  Placentia,  and 
stripped  the  inhabitants  of  all  tlieir  moveables.  The  French  Goveni- 
nient,  like   the   English,   soon   began   to   grudge   the   expense   of   the 
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an  fays:  — 

■The  French 

BtlvCT  ;  tn  that  the   public  good  must  alii-a} 

Governors  took  h|«. 

n  lh.-[r  |.l.i 
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maTch  behind  private  inlerciit.'' 
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garrison   and  foHifications  at  Placent;&     Captain  Wheler,  Coir.mandor 
of  the  English  convoy  in  1684,  says: — 

"  The  Prench  leave  Placentia  in  July.  They  have  large  ships  of  36  gnus, 
about  30  Teaaeli  altogether.  The  French  inhabitants  are  mnch  fewer  than  onre, 
the;  have  bat  one  old  rained  fort  and  little  ammunition;  the  Inhabitants  are  as 
negligent  as  onra  in  the  mutter  of  strength. 

"Our  ships  arenot  denied  liberty  to  fish  in  the  French  distri"la.  No  forainera 
fiiih  up  the  Eastern  Coast,  bnt  npon  the  Bunks  the  French  frequent  mnoh. 

"ITiey  have  a  Governor  at  Plaoentia.  The  first  Mailer  at  each  port  is 
Admiral  bnt  receives  his  orders  from  the  French  Governor  who  is  of  great  use  to 
measure  out  room^  [and  thus  put  an  end  to  the  constant  fighting  that  went  on 
about  the  debateablo  snbjeot  of  fishing  premises,  known  in  Newfonndland  as 
roomt]. 

"  Seldom  any  convoy  for  the  French  Merchant  vessels.  At  Trepasse  bnt  two  or 
three  French  families  where  our  ^naiion  and  theirs  fish  withoat  disagrening.  The 
French  begin  to  fish  about  18  leagues  north  of  Bonavista  for  40  leagues  [along  the 
S.E.  coast]  and  are  at  ntter  vnriancs  with  the  Indians  [Bed  Indians — Beothics,  I 
presume,  on  acconnt  of  the  terrible  massacre  mentioned  by  Eirke]  who  are 
nuicerous  and  so  the  French  never  reside  in  winter  and  always  have  their  arms 
by  them.  Six  years  since  their  trade  was  great — 60  great  ships.  Any  ship  of  another 
nation  bearing  proportion  of  expense  of  defence  [in  those  days  the  attacks  were 
from  pirates]  might  fish.  The;  cutch  about  200  qtla.  per  boat  wilh  five  men  and 
give  high  wages ;  the  French  come  in  Juno  and  stay  sometimes  until  October. 
Trade  decaying  extremely.  About  52°  N,  some  Bisoayners  used  to  fish  with  no 
improvement. 

"  French  have  advanta^  of  us,  as  there  are  plenty  of  fish  at  Flocentia,  and 
going  sooner  to  market,  their  fishing  ships  gain  considerably."  ' 

This  is  a  plain  narration  of  facts,  and  agrees  with  the  hiBtory  of 
the  times. 

To  understand  this  weakness  of  both  French  and  English  in 
Newfoundland,  wo  must  bear  in  mind  that  from  16fi5  both  countries 
■were  at  war  with  the  Dutch,  then  the  greatest  naval  power  in  Europe. 
They  made  two  successful  attacks  on  the  English  in  Newfoundland — in 
16(55  on  St.  John's,  and  in  1673  on  Ferryland.  In  1676,  from  the 
Englieh  News  Letter  of  October  3,  we  have  an  account  of  a  succeaslul 
Dutch  raid  on  the  French  : — ■ 

"  The  Merchants  hear  that  six  Dutch  capers  have  quite  destroyed  the  French 
fishing  fleet  in  Newfoundland  having  taken  90  out  of  100  sail  that  were  ther^^ 
They  had  afterwards  landed  and  taken  the  Castle  of  Canida." ' 

It  is  probable  this  refers  to  Placentia,  and  may  be  exaggerated,  but 
we  may  readily  believe  if  the  Dutch  attacked  tlie  English  settlements 
they  would  not  spare  their  inveterate  cnetuios  the  French,  who  had 
coininenced  a  most  unprovoked  war  against  them. 

Curiously  enough,  in  studying  the  early  history  of  the  French 
colonies  in  America,  we  find  the  same  causes  at  wuik  which  retarded 

>  Record:  '  HUtorical  MS.  Conm.  Beport. 
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Newfoundland.  The  first  French  settlers  in  Canada  were  urnier  the 
control  of  "  The  company  of  one  hundred  associates " — they  were 
greedy  monopolists ;  like  the  West  Country  adventurers  in  Newfound- 
land, fishing  and  furring  were  their  only  occupations,  and  they  did  all 
in  their  power  to  prevent  colonisation. 


from  La  Hotitajt'i  Notmma  Voyage;  i 


The  fortifications  wei-e  neglected,  and  agricuUui-e  so  little  attended 
to  that,  except  under  the  walls  of  the  forts,  there  was  absolutely  no 
cleared  land ;  the  country  was  to  be  kept  for  furring  and  fishing    only 


lOOglC 


THE  FRENCH  OOCUPATIOIT.  185 

All  this  was  changed,  however,  by  the  arrival  of  Frontenac,  twice 
viceroy,  the  ablest  ruler  that  ever  guided  the  destiny  of  New  France. 
It  was  under  this  gallant  Frenchman  and  his  distinguished  subordinate, 
D'Iberville,  that  the  subsequent  successful  attacks  were  made  on  New- 
fonndland  in  1696  and  1697. 

In  1676  the  French  fished  at  St.  Maries,  Coroneat  (Colinet  Island), 
St.  Peter's,  Great  and  Little  St.  Lawrence,  Three  Islands,  Petit  Nord, 
and  several  places  west,  besides  Placentia,  their  chief  place.  As  far 
as  we  can  learn,  the  French  had  really  only  one  permanent  settlement- — 
(Placentia),  and  this  was  begun  in  1662  ;  all  the  other  places  mentioned 
are  merely  resorted  to  by  the  ship  fishermen  from  France  for  the  fishing 
season,  and  were  abandoned  in  the  autumn. 

We  have  clear  proof  of  this  in  the  evidence  given  on  the  inquiry 
about  the  damage  to  Johannis  Bucarrow's  fisliing  cabin  and  premises  at 
Admiral's  Beach  and  Colinet  Island.^  We  find  from  testimony  of  the 
servanta  who  confessed  to  the  destruction  of  the  cabin  at  Colinet 
Island,  and  their  shelter  in  the  vat  at  St.  Mary's,  that  all  tliese  places 
were  at  that  date,  1680,  uninhnbitcd.     Thomson  says,  in  1676  : — 

"  Placentia  had  two  Forte  thirteen  jmns  fifteen  families  of  which  fonr  are 
UngliBh.     That  there  were  only  two  Frenoh  ftunilisB  at  TrepasBey."  ' 

There  were  probably  guns  and  some  small  fortifications  at  St.  Pierre, 
but  at  present  it  seems  to  me  doubtful  if  there  were  any  winter 
residents  before  1670.  Downing  says,  in  1670  tlie  French  had  Placentia 
and  St.  Peter's  fortified.  Mr.  John  Aylrod's  description  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  families  and  2,000  people,  besides  the  400  soldiers,  is 
clearly  exaggerated;  after  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  in  1713  only  one 
hundred  and  eighty  persons  from  all  the  French  settlements  in  New- 
foundland left  the  Island  (in  war  time  they  would  be  witliin  the  forls), 
all  ha*!  to  go  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  The  only  inhabited  places 
then  mentioned  as  belonging  to  the  French  were  Placentia  and 
St.  Pierre.  Baudoin  says  that  the  French  settlements  were  small 
compared  with  the  English.  In  1702,  wlien  Sir  John  Leake  destroyed 
St.  Peter's,  there  was  only  one  small  fort  with  six  guns.  There  were 
French  residents  in  Fortune  Bay  in  1680,  but  few  in  number  compared 
to  the  Jersey  and  English  settlers. 

We  get  the  following  description  of  Placentia  in  1681  from  two 
Englishmen  residing  there,  Stephen  Bestrick  and  one  Molins.  They 
say : — 

"ThepaymenlorFrenchFisberiDeniBDiadebyboftt  [bounty]. 
"  The  Fort  of  12  guns  ia  in  roine,  not  aboye  3  gnna  now  mounted. 


)  Board  of  Trade,  Netnfoundlaiid, 
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"  Tho  Uorernor  has  no  nllowanoe  from  tho  King  nor  anyttiins;  allowed  for  arma 
and  ammunition  but  he  finhes  aa  other  planters  do  and  keeps  8  boats. 

"  The  French  have  caught  this  year  300  to  400  qtls.  per  b9at. 

"  Fish  camo  in  sooner  upon  that  coast  than  on  the  Eajtern  shore. 

"  There  are  ahips  of  200  to  400  tons  from  Bordeaux  and  St.  Jean  de  Lni,  aud 
15  to  18  Biacainers  of  20  and  2i  gam. 

"  Ships  of  St.  MftUoos  fish  at  St.  Peters.  There  are  103  ships  from  St.  Uarfa 
to  St.  Peters  and  the  trade  is  increasing. 

'■  They  let  no  English  live  among  them  except  they  tnm  Roman  Catholics ; 
and  there  ia  a  Frieit  in  every  ship  and  they  leave  some  behind  ta  keep  the  people 
fitcadfaat  iu  their  religion. 

"  The  French  have  tew  plantations  more  than  for  herbs  and  roota  and  a  feir 
cattlo  and  do  no  as  ne  do  in  winter. 

"  French  generally  have  a  better  catoh  and  live  cheaper,  conaeqnently  make 
more  gain. 

"  A  fort  at  St  Peters  is  reported. 

"  There  ia  no  trade  between  the  Engliah  and  French  planters, 

"  The  Biicainera  with  ahips  of  great  force  do  fish  to  tlie  northward  of  BonaTistn 
and  Salvage,  and  freqaantly  with  the  French  hnt  not  with  as."  ' 


From  Polhirit't  HUloiri.  trn. 

The  last  of  the  great  Spanish  fleet  now  came  only  by  stealth  and 
uiderthe  protection  of  the  French.  They  were  up  to  tliis  date,  1680, 
t-till  the  great  whalers  and  seal  killers  on  this  coast.  A  shore  seal  fishery 
Wiis  carried  on  from  the  very  firet  settlement  by  the  E^iglish,  on  a  small 
scale,  with  nets  and  boats.     The  product  fluctuated  very  much. 

In  reading  the  histories  of  England  and  America  about  this  per'oJ, 
the  fisheries  are  almost  completely  ignored ;  the  tnith  is  that  writers 
love  the  heroics  and  despise  the  economics ;  the  personal,  the  picturesque, 
is  always  attractive,  whilst  the  plain,  prasaic  a.spect  of  human  life,  the 

'  Board  of  Trad*,  Newfoundland. 
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adventures  of  commerce,  the  increase  of  human  fooJ,  are  unnoticed  hy 
histonans. 

Religion  and  economica  are  ttie  greatest  influences  in  the  world, 
the  two  most  potent  factors  in  the  progress  or  retardation  of  the  human 
race.  Nothing  comes  out  cleai-er  in  our  North  American  history  than 
the  preponderating  effect  of  the  fishery. 

The  relative  influence  and  strength  of  France  and  England  in  the 
New  World  was  entirely  controlled  by  this  huuness.  Towards  the  close 
of  the  Stuart  pt-riod,  at  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  the  French 
fishery  in  Newfoundland  and  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  rose  to  ahnormal 
dimensions;  it  is  variously  estimated  as  employing  from  sixteeu 
thousand  to  twenty  thousand  men ;  it  extended  to  Nova  Scotia,  Cape 
Breton,  St.  John's  Island,  now  Prince  Edward  Island,  Gaspe,  and 
NewtounJIand.     The  naval  power  of  Fi-ance  rose  in  proportion ;  all  the 
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English  expeditions  agtiinst  New  France  and  Acadi^  were  miserable 
failures,  whilst  under  Frontenac  and  D'lber^'iile  the  English  possessions 
were  raided  from  Newfoundland  to  Hudson's  Bay.  Until  the  last  fall 
of  Louisbourgh  and  Quebec,  France  threatened  the  very  existence  of 
t'le  American  colonies.  She  had  then  undoubtedly  the  preponderance 
of  sea  power  in  America. 

The  fishery  is  the  recognised  nursery  for  her  navy ;  the  only  alleged 
excuse  for  the  extravagant  bounties  given  to  her  fishermen  at  St  Pierre 
and  Iceland  is  to  secure  a  supply  of  men  for  the  Marine. 

At  the  profligate  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  Devonshire  gentry  still 
held  a  foremost  place  ;  their  influence  for  evil  against  the  Newfoundland 


,*^iOOgle 


188  EEIGN  OF  CHARLES  II. 

settlers  was  immensely  increased  by  the  support  of  Sir  Josiah  Child, 
author  of  a  pamphlet,  first  published  in  1666,  "A  New  Discourse  on 
Trada"  He  issued  a  second  edition,  very  much  enlarged  (from  whicU 
these  extracts  are  taken)  on  December  24th,  1694. 

His  character  has  been  powerfully  drawn  by  Macaulay.  An 
exceedingly  able  merchant,  a  vigorous  writer,  with  immense  wealthy 
which  he  used  most  unscrupulously  to  bribe  and  corrupt.  This  great 
monopolist,  head  of  the  East  India  Company,  was  the  evil  genius 
of  Newfoundland.  He  begins  his  discourse  on  the  various  trades  by 
enumerating : — 

"  Amongst  the  Trades  not  ^etloat  is  tbe  NewfonndUnd  fieh  trade.'  In  tbe  Tear 
160<>  the  English  employed  250  sail  of  shipB  great  and  Bmall  in  fishing  apon  that 
coaat  and  it  is  now  too  apparent  that  vre  do  not  bo  emploj  Trom  all  parts  above 
80  ships.  So  that  the  price  of  fish  has  increased  from  seventeen  rials — eight 
shillings  and  sixpence — to  twenty-fonr  rials  or  tn-alve  shillings  as  it  now  sells  in 
this  conntry. 

"  This  being  the  caae  of  England  in  relation  to  this  trade  it  is  certainly  wortn 
the  enquiry — 

"1st.  How  we  camo  to  decay  in  it?  2ttdlj.  What  means  may  be  used  to 
recover  onr  ancient  greatness  or  at  least  to  prevent  our  farther  dimination  therein  r 

"  The  decay  I  attribnte.  First  and  principally  to  the  growing  liberty  whirh  i» 
every  year  more  and  more  osed  in  Bomish  coantries,  an  well  as  others,  of  eating 
Hesh  in  Lent  and  on  Fish  dnys. 

"  2.  To  a  late  abuse  crept  in  that  trade  of  Bending  over  private  boat  keepers 
which  hath  mnch  diminished  tbe  namber  of  fishing  ships. 

"  3.  To  the  great  inorettae  of  the  French  fishery  of  Placentia  and  other  ports 
on  the  back  side  of  Newfoundland. 

"  4.  To  the  several  wars  within  the^e  twenty  years  which  have  much  in»- 
poverinhed  the  Western  "Merchants,  and  reduced  them  to  curry  on  a  great  part  of 
that  trade  at  Bottomry  taken  upon  adventure  of  tbe  abip  at  20  %  per  annum. 

"  What  means  may  be  used  to  recover  it.  For  this  two  contrary  ways  have 
been  propounded. 

"  Firstly :  to  send  a  Governor  to  reside  there,  as  well  for  the  defence  of  the 
conntry  against  invasion,  as  to  manage  the  fishery  there  by  Inhabitants  npon 
the  place ;  this  bath  often  been  propounded  by  the  Planters  and  some  merchants 
in  London. 

"  The  second  way  propounded  and  which  is  directlycontrary  to  the  former  is  by 
West  Country  Merchants  and  owners  of  the  fishing  ships,  and  that  is  to  have 
JID  ffocemour  nor  Inh/ibilanU  perrrtitiei  lo  reside  at  NexofourtdtaTui  nc'  ""» 
jMitiengeri  or  prtvale  hoat  keepers  suffered  to  fish  at  Newfoundland.  This  lat'^' 
KK'y  is  most  agreeible  to  my propoiiiion and  if  it  could  be  effected  I  am  persuadei 
vwuld  revive  Ike  decuyei  Engliih  ,fUhing  trade  at  Newfoundland  and  be  othervnt^ 
gretitiy  for  ike  advantage  of  this  Kingdom  and  that  for  the  following  reasons: — 

"  Becnuse  most  of  the  pi'ovisions  the  Planters  do  make  use  of  viz.  Bread,  Be'^'i 
Pork,  Bntter,  Cheese,  Clothes,  and  Irish  Bandel  Cloth,  Linen  and  Woollen,  Iri^" 
Stockings,  as  also  nets,  houks,  lines  &c.  they  are  supplied  with  from  ^^ 
England  and  Ireland  and  with  wine  oyle  and  liunen  by  the  salt  ships  fron>  Frau" 
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ftnd  Spain ;  in  consequence  the  labour  as  well  bb  the  clothing  and  feeding  of  BO 
macj  men  is  lost  to  England    .    .     . 

"  If  it  be  the  interest  of  b11  trading  nations  prinoipallj  to  enooarage  nnrigation 

especialljthose  trades  which  employ  moat  shipping then  certainly 

it  is  the  interest  of  England  to  digcoantonanoe  and  abate  the  namber  of  Planters  at 
14'ewfonndland  for  if  thej  should  increase  it  will  happen  to  ns  as  it  bath  to  the 
fishery  of  New  England  which  many  years  since  was  managed  by  English  ehip^ 
from  the  Western  Ports  bat  as  Plantations  there  increased  fell  to  the  sole 
employment  of  the  people  settled  there  and  nothing  of  the  trade  is  left  the  poor 
old  Engliuhmen  bnt  the  liberty  of  carrying  now  and  then  by  cnnrtcsle  or  purchase 
a  i>h)p-loading  of  fish  to  Bilboa  when  their  own  New  England  ships  are  better 
employed  or  not  at  leasnre  to  do  it    .    .     . 

"  [t  is  manifest  before  there  were  boat  keepers  fish  was  sold  cheaper  than  it  is 
now  by  40  °'g.  Reason  ;  becanse  boat  keepers  being  able  6shermen  and  earlier  on 
the  gronnd  beat  the  ship  fishermen  bat  after  driring  away  English  ship  fishermen 
from  New  England  and  Newfonndland  tbey  became  lazy." 

Then  follow  the  usual  West  County  arguments  against  a  governor. 
Speaking  of  the  Bshing  admirals  he  Bays : — 

"  A  GoTomment  there  is  already  of  rwcient  onetom  amongst  the  masters  of 
the  ships  to  which  the  fishermen  are  innred  and  that  free  from  oppression  and 
adapted  to  the  trade  insomuch  Ih-tt  though  a  better  vUght  be  wUhed,  I  never 
hope  to  see  it- 

"  New  England  is  the  most  prejadicial  plantation  to  this  kingdom  beoanse  of  all 
the  American  plantations  His  Majesty  has  none  so  apt  for  bnilding  of  shipping 
as  New  England,  nor  comparably  so  qualified  for  the  breeding  of  seamen  not  only 
by  reason  of  the  natural  Indostry  of  that  people  hut  principally  by  reason  of  their 
cod  and  mackerel  fisheries  anil  in  my  poor  opinion  there  is  nothing  more  preju- 
dicial and  in  prospect  more  dangerous  to  any  Mother  Country  than  the  increase 
of  shipping  in  her  colonies  plantations  or  PrOTinces."  ' 

Well  might  Bacon  expatiate  on  the  narrow  selfishness  of  traders. 
This  shrewd  business  man  could  not  see  that  prosperous  colonies  were 
England's  best  customers.  In  order  to  rightly  appreciate  the  enormous 
influence  of  u  monopolist  like  Child  in  the  corrupt  age  of  Charles  II., 
we  must  try  and  picture  to  ourselves  the  president  of  one  of  the  gigantic 
American  trusts  of  our  own  time  owning  all  the  ministers  of  State, 
and  the  Courts,  with  unlimited  money  and  unlimited  power  to  bribe, 
and  no  questions  asked  about  funds. 

Child  never  rendered  an  account  of  the  thousands  he  spent  in 
bribery— £10,000  to  Charles,  £10,000  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  of 
York,  diamonds  and  thousands  to  the  king's  mistresses  and  ministers. 
Imagine  all  this  if  you  can,  and  tlien  you  can  faintly  realise  the 
enormous  power  of  this  gigantic  bully,  this  Restoration  Jay  Gould,  on 
the  destinies  of  Newfoundland. 

The  main  object  of  Child  was  to  defend  the  East  India  Company. 
It  shows   how  great  was  his  ability  and  the  power  of  his  corrupting 

'  SiE  JoBiAH  CniLD,  A  yea  DUeourse  en  Trade,  1694,  pp.  205-215. 
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influence,  that  he  maintained  himself  to  the  last  against  all  his  opponents. 
The  Newfoundland  matter  was  only  a  trifle  to  amuse  his  leisure  and 
help  his  brother  monopolists,  the  West  Coimtr3'men. 

This  plan,  so  speciously  sketched  out  to  exterminate  the  Newfound- 
land Colonists,  although  determined  upon,  was  not  immediately  carried 
into  effect,  even  the  king  and  his  advisers  shrunk  from  such  cold- 
blooded cruelty.  In  IGdo,  when  this  pamphlet  was  first  published,  we 
were  at  war  with  the  Dutch,  and  it  was  thought  advisable  that  some 
permanent  settlers  should  be  left  to  defend  the  Colony. 

Yarious  minor  attempts,  however,  were  made  to  carry  out  this 
policy  piecemeal ;  a  very  valuable 
series  of  parliamentary'  papers'  on 
Newfoundland  affairs  set  forth  the 
various  measures  that  were  taken 
to  desti-oy  the  colonial  population. 
Neither  the  Commissioners  for 
Foreign  Trade  and  Plantation,  nor 
the  Western  Adventurers,  nor  least 
of  all  Sir  Josiah  Child,  saw  any- 
thing extraordinary  or  improper  in 
this  decision  to  destmy  a  whole 
population  of  Englishmen,  to  con- 
demn them  to  ruin,  extermination, 
and  exile  from  their  cherished 
homes  and  all  tlie  accumulated 
wealth  of  sevei'al  generations.  This 

in  full,  begins  by  setting  forth  the 
state  of  the  fishery  in  1644,  when,  as  the  Western  Adventurers  allege : — 

"  There  were  270  ahips  annually  einjiloyed  in  the  NewroQndlBnd  fishery  beeidea 
those  who  brought  suit  and  carried  the  tieh  to  market  computicg  the  ships  at  80 
tons  each  aud  For  every  100  Ions  50  men  and  10  boats.  There  were  in  all  21,600 
tons  10.800  Eeamen  2,160  boats.  To  each  boat  is  allowed  5  men.  Usual  catch 
200  to  SOOqtls.,  which  was  then  sold  at  from  14  to  Iti  rials— 7s.  to  8*.  per  qtl. 
They  atti'ibiite  the  sabseqaent  decliuo  to  the  civil  war  and  to  the  settlements 
enconraged  by  Treworgie. 

"  Ity  letters  patent  26  Jany.  16iiO  this  additional  claase  was  inserted  in  the  new 
charter:  that  no  person  was  to  be  carried  or  transported  in  any  of  the  ships 
except  those  of  the  ships  company  or  such  as  are  to  plant  and  do  iuteud  to  settle 
there.  In  1663  circular  letters  were  written  to  the  mayoi'S  and  magistrates  of 
West  Country  Towns  to  enforce  this  oriler, 

>  la 
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"  In  1669  an  order  was  made  to  obtain  the  return  of  the  Dames  of  offenders 
egaioat  this  rule  and.  in  the  meantime  to  stop  them  proceeding  on  the  royage  (o 
Newfonndland,  Then  followed  a  long  diapnte  about  the  appointment  of  a  Governor 
which  after  a  protracted  debate  in  the  Council  was  finally  rejected  in  1670. 

"The  Weatem  adTenturera  proposed  that  the  inhahitaita  should  transport 
themselres  tu  Jamaica,  St.  Kitta,  or  aomc  other  of  His  Majeatj-'a  plantationa.  This 
aaggeation  the  Council  refused  to  adopt. 

"  la  1674  aoliritition  was  again  made  for  the  appointment  of  a  Governor. 

"On  the  loth  April  1675  thoir  Lordships  the  Oommitteo  of  ihe  Council  for 
Trade  reported:  That  the  French  had  considerGbly  advanced  their  fishery  iu 
Newfoundland ;  that  the  people  of  New  England  annually  took  60,000  qtla.  of  fiah 
on  their  own  coast ;  that  the  advenlurerB  had  loat  many  of  their  ships  in  the  late 
war;  that  the  inhabitants  destroyed  the  woods  and  whataojTer  the  adventniera 
left  behind;  that  they  occupied  the  beat  placea,  sold  brandy  and  seduced  many  to 
Btay  behind  j  that  a  Governor  could  not  cure  any  part  of  theae  evila  baeanae  the 
Planters  were  ecattered  in  25  harbours  80  leagues  apart ;  that  the  Trade  could  not 
Bupport  the  charge  of  forts  nnd  a  Governor;  and  that  in  winter  ths  colony  wa a 
defended  by  ire  and  in  summer  by  the  ship  fiahermen. 

"  So  that  unlesB  then;  wa'a  proper  reasons  for  a  colony  they  could  Bee  none  for 
a  Governor;  and  againat  a  Colony  there  are  not  only  the  rigours  of  the  climate 
and  the  infertility  of  the  soil  but  that  they,  the  inhabitaats,  chieBy  conaomsd  the 

products  of  New  England  and  other  foreign  parts So  that  on  the 

whole  their  Lordships  having  reconrao  nnto  the  Holes  of  1670  found  them  all 
so  proper  and  effectual  for  the  advantage  of  the  Trade  aa  to  need  only  the  following 
additions  to  make  their  trade  revive  and  flouriah : — 

"That  all  Plantations  and  inhabiting  in  that  Country  be  discouraged,  and  in 
order  thereupon  that  the  Commander  of  His  Majeatys  Convoy  should  have  a 
Commission  to  declare  at  hie  going  this  year  Hia  Majcatys  will  end  pleasure  to  all 
planlera  that  tliey  come  volunlanly  away  and  in  caa2  of  disobedience  ttmt  the  charter 
be  put  in  execution  next  year,  for  in  this  single  paint  consists  the  validity  and  good 
effect  of  the  whole  Kegulation.  That  the  Convoy  help  and  assist  those  in  their 
transportation  who  desire  to  return  home,  and  do  declare  that  if  Ihey  choose  to 
betake  themaelves  to  any  other  of  His  Majeaty'a  Plantations,  th»t  the  Governora 
are  wrote  unto  to  receive  them  with  all  favour. 

"  On  the  5th  May  following  His  Majesty  in  Connoil  thought  fit  for  the  several 
con  Bide  rations  in  the  said  Report  mentioned  to  order  the  Commander  of  Uis  Convoy 
bound  to  Newfoundland  to  admonish  the  InhabitanU  either  to  retara  home  to 
England,  or  to  &«tajce  ihetneelees  to  others  of  his  Plantatione,  and  to  dirccD  that 
letters  be  prepared  unto  the  severall  Govtrnors  of  the  said  Plantutiona,  that  in  case 
any  of  the  said  Inhabitants  of  Xewfoundland  should  arrive  within  their  respective 
Governments,  that  they  be  received  with  favour.  And  that  all  convenient  help  and 
assistaDce  towards  their  settlement  be  afforded  unto  them. 

"  And  on  the  27  Jany.  1675  Hia  Majesty  after  doe  consideration  had  of  the  beat 
wayB  and  means  of  regulating,  aecuring,  and  improving  the  fishing  Trade  in 
Newfoundland  passed  the  New  Charter  which  recited  and  confirmed  all  the  Old 
Laws,  and  several  others  were  added  tor  the  better  Government  of  the  Fishery  : 
which  it  they  had  been  aa  steadily  supported  and  executed,  aa  they  were  carefully 
concerted,  in  all  probability,  the  subjects  of  Franco  and  the  people  of  N  eiv  England 
had  reaped  very  little  benefit  by  their  fisheries,  and  this  valuable  branch  of  the 
Sritiah  Trade  had  been  firmly  re-eat ablisbed  and  Bccured. 

"  The  Additional  Regulations  to  the  Charter  were  as  follows : — 

"  let.  That  Hia  Majeatya  subjects  may  take  bait  and  fish  in  Newfoundland,  and 
cut  wood  fur  atages  &c.  provided  they  anbmit  unto  and  obaerro  the  Rules  and 
Orders  that  are  or  Bhall  be  established. 
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"  2nd.  That  no  alisn  take  hatt  or  Gsh  between  Cape  Ksce  Bnd  Cape  BanarisU. 
"  3rd.  That  no  Planter  cut  dcwn  any  teood  or  inhiiiit  wUkin  six  miUi  of  the 

"  4tb.  That  no  Planter  shall  take  ap  anj  of  the  stages  &c.  before  arrival  of  the 
fishermen  and  that  they  be  all  provided  for. 

'*  5tb.  That  no  Uaater  of  a  fishing  ressel  transport  any  seamen  or  others  to 
Nenfonndland  onlese  thay  belong  to  the  ships  company. 

"  6cb.  That  no  more  than  60  persons  to  the  100  Tons  be  allowed  to  sail. 

"  7th.  That  every  fifth  Man  carried  out  of  England  be  a  green  man  end  not  a 
seaman ;  and  that  the  Masters  provide  in  England  Yictnala  and  other  necessaries 
for  the  whole  voyage,  salt  only  eioepted. 

"  8th.  That  no  vessel  do  depart  direotly  for  Nowfonndland  in  any  year  before 
the  let  of  March. 

"  dth.  That  the  Masters  give  Bonda  in  £100  to  retnm  all  persons  to  England 
except  those  employed  in  carrying  fish  to  market. 

"  10th.  No  Master  to  take  np  any  stage  already  bnilt  with  less  than  twenty-five 
men.    No  fishermen  to  remain  in  the  country  at  the  end  of  the  voyage. 

"11th.  Admirals,  Bear' Admirals  and  Vice- Admirals  are  anthorieed  and  required 
to  preserve  the  peace  in  the  Harbom-s  as  well  as  on  shore  and  to  see  the  mies  of 
the  fishery  pat  in  execntion. 

"  12th.  To  secnre  and  bring  home  offenders  to  England. 

"  13th.  That  they  yearly  publish  on  the  20th  of  Sepr.  these  orders. 

"  I4th.  That  they  keep  journals  and  deliver  Copies  to  the  Council. 

"And  lastly  because  there  is  no  Coart  Martial  in  Newfonndland  at  present, 
that  if  any  man  there  shall  kill  another,  or  steal  goods  to  the  value  of  40^.  ho  shall 
be  brought  a  prisoner  to  England,  and  his  crime  made  known  to  one  of 
H.M.  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  to  the  end  order  may  be  given  to  panish  anch 
offenders  according  to  Law. 

"ITndcr  these  encouragement-a  [says  the  report]  the  Western  Adventurers 
immediately  returned  to  the  fishery." 

The  report  goes  od  to  say  : — 

"  However  the  adventurers  being  encouraged  by  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 
to  pjd  ihe  lavi»  of  the  ehnrler  in  «zec»tton,  they  began  in  1676  to  restrain  the  ditordert 
of  tlie  Planteri  and  to  prevent  the  transportation  of  their  servants ;  but  they  were 
restrained  npou  the  Petition  of  the  said  Planters  in  November  following  and  the 
solicitation  of  those  who  were  either  excited  by  the  hopes  of  procuring  advantage 
for  themselves  or  iufiuenced  by  the  French  whose  fishery  must  have  been  soon 
rcniiored  precariona  if  the  Charter  had  been  observed." 

This  is  part  of  "  The  Report  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade 
"  and  Plantations  to  His  Majesty  relating  to  the  Newfoundland  Trade 
"  and  Fishery  dated  19  Deer.  1718." 

The  Western  Adventurers,  having  obtained  this  most  inhuman  order 
to  extirpate  the  inhabiteuits,  went  over  to  Newfoundland  flushed  with 
success,'  and  immediately  on  their  arrival  began  the  work  of  destruction. 

'  PzTiTioH  ov  Thomas  Maetis,  Coming    from   the  West  IndieB  in    I6TC  I 

29Jaiiyle77.  asked  the   then   admiral  for  rooroe  for  my 

"  I  have  been  in  the  trade  froin  a  boy  and  Bailiog  crev  to  fish  and  cure.     He  ansvered 

now  comiDAud  a  shipp.     The  Finhermen   by  I   wm  an  alien   and  not  conoerned  in  the 

their  late  Patent  call  all  that  part  where  the  l>(ilent  and  therefore  I  was  forced  to  hire  a 

English  care  their  fl»h  in  St.  John's  their  own.  stage. 
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Tlie  king  had  delivered  their  enemies  the  planters  into  their  hands,  bo 
tliey  considered  they  bad  fuU  liberty  to  wreak  tlieir  vengeance.  The  poor 
settlers  at  first  were  frightened  and  dismayed ;  there  was  terrible  havoc 
and  damage ;  Oxford  says  "  fifteen  hundred  men  would  not  in  three 
weeks  repair  the  wanton  injury  and  destruction  "  committed  in  the  first 
few  days  by  these  brutal  adventurers.^ 

However,  the  planters,  though  taken  at  first  by  surprise,  banded 
themselves  together  under  the  leadership  of  the  four  most  prominent 
settlers  in  the  Colony,  Pynn,  John  Downing,*  Oxford,  and  Geo.  Kirke, 
The  Pynns,  a  gallant  race,  long  settled  in  Harbour  Grace,  stuck  to  their 
rightfij  and  sharply  attacked  their  assailants  ;  Oxford  and  John  Downing 
hMided  the  defence  in  St.  John's,  and  George  Eirke  took  command  on 
the  southern  shore.  Immediately  Sir  John  Berry,'  commander  of  the 
convoy,  and  Captain  Davis  *  arrived,  they  put  a  stop  to  further  attacks. 
John  Downing,  the  son  of  a  former  governor,  was  elected  by  all  the 

'  Tbouas  Oxford's  Fetition. 

"  The  humble  Petition  of  Tliomae  Oiford 
Mfrchant  and  lale  Inhabilsnt  of  St.  John's. 

"  That  he  and  his  predeceHftors  have  been 
poBMSsed  of  houfea  stages  &c.  in  the  said 
Harbour  of  St,  John's  for  about  seVentj  jears 
but  of  late  they  not  able  to  call  anything  their 
own  by  reason  of  Went  Counttj  men,  who 
pretend  as  priveledge  not  only  to  take  away 


s  &e.,  bui  tht*ateDed  their  penona  both 
by  blowa  and  impriaonmeDt  which  hath 
caased  your  Petitioner  and  fmnily  to  quit 
that  Country  alinOKt  to  hU  ulter  ruine.  Such 
damage  Wi  done  laat  year  in  several] 
Harbouri.  that  fifleen  hundred  men  in  the 
Harbour  of  St.  John's  will  hardly  make  good 
the  damage  done  there  in  three  weeks,  besides 
the  loss  of  their  goods  which  they  violently 
take  away.  Petitioner  praya  for  redrens. 
Petitions  for  a  Governor  with  great  guns  and 
ammunition  and  an  Ortbodoi:  Minister,  who 
thay  will  maintaio  at  their  own  cost,  go  that 
those  removed  tDay  be  invited  to  relurn  Ste." 
{Board  of  Trade.) 

'  EiTF*cT9  from  Heporti  in  which 
John  Donning  i"  mentioned. 

"Acc't  of  ye  Inhahilants  in  St.  John's 
Harbour  &  Quilevide  thereunto  belonging 
wiib  their  names  and  wbat  wives  and  cbil'lren 
they  have  as  also  their  men  and  women 
servants  anil  boats  they  employ. 


John  Downlnjc      -  oi    Do   Ot   01   1G   12   OS 
Bec'dlhe  lllh  Oct.  1680. 


'  Sir JohnBerry,whoeehumaneeieTlioDi 
and  firmness  mainly  prevented  the  eipuldoa 
of  the  settlers,  began  life  as  a  West  Country 
flsliemiBn  in  Nenfonndland ;  bia  brother  was 
also  in  the  fish  trade.  His  career  was  a  very 
remarkable  one.  He  joined  the  Royal  Navy 
first  as  a  boatswain  in  the  Swallom  ketch  t 
for  his  gallantry  under  the  following  circum- 
slances,  the  Governor  of  Jamaica  made  bim 
a  lieutenunt:— Tile  Saalloto,  Cuptala  Insam. 
was  sent  to  capture  a  pirate.  They  [ouDil 
the  euemy  at  auchor  oS  Hispaniola.  Insam 
had  only  40  men  and  eight  guns,  whilst  tbe 
pirate  had  20  gum  and  tiO  men.  Insam  did 
not  want  to  fight.  Berry  ordered  him  into 
bis  cabin,  took  command,  and  gallantly  cap- 
tured the  pirate ;  he  was  tned  by  court 
martial  for  coercing  his  commander,  bat 
honourably  acquitted.  Sir  John  is  described 
in    the    Biographia   Nautica     as    a    great, 

Kllant  and  good  msn,  who  had  received  tbs 
nour  of  knighthood  for  his  bravery  agiiosl 
tbe  Dntch  at  the  battle  of  Solcbay ;  be  had  a 
pension  from  the  king. 

'  Captain  Davis,  B.N.,  bad  b<«n  m- 
gaged  in  tiie  Hewfoundland  trade  as  a  West 
Country  skipper  before  he  was  promoted  to 
Ule  Royal  Navy. 
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inhabittuita  as  their  represeutabive  and  delegate  to  proceed  to  England 
and  defend  their  righta 

To  appreciate  the  full  measure  of  this  iniquitous  order  to  destroy 
the  property  of  the  Newfoundland  planters  and  to  force  them  out  of 
the  country,  we  must  pause  for  a  moment  to  consider  their  position. 
Merchants  and  planters  had  been  settled  in  St  John's  and  around  the 
coast  for  many  years  anterior  even  to  Gilbert's  arrival.  The  tilt  and 
th^  log  hut  had  long  disappeared  ;  they  lived  in  substantial,  comfortable 
wooden  houses.  Everyone  acquainted  with  the  Newfoundland  trade  is 
nware  of  the  number  of  buildings  that  are  required,  and  how  large 
is  the  expense  of  a  great  fishing  establishment.  Baudoin  speaks  of 
the  great  wealth  of  the  settlers  at  Carbonear  and  Harbour  Grace. 
Captain  Davis,  RN.,  a  good  authority,  speaks  of  one  thousand  two 
hundred  settlers.  A  great  many  of  these  planters  were  substantial  men ; 
who  not  only  hnd  their  houses,  stages,  Sic,  and  all  the  paraphernalia 
of  the  Newfoundland  business ;  they  also  possessed  cleared  land,  horses, 
cattle,  sheep,  &c.  Downing  himself  was  conspicuous  as  a  farmer ;  he 
had  a  small  plantation  near  the  present  Virginia  Lake,  known  to  the 
old  settlers,  and  called  on  the  old  maps  "  Dowuing's  Pond."  By  this 
peremptory  order  of  January  27,  1676,  all  the  Newfoundland  settlers 
were  called  upon  immediately  to  relinquish  their  property,  to  surrender 
at  a  moment's  notice  the  patient  labour  of  a  lil'etime. 

Englishmen  accustomed  to  their  own  highly  cultivated  land,  the 
labour  of  many  generations,  can  hardly  understand  the  strong  ties  of 
aSection  which  bound  the  Newfoundlanders  to  their  rugged  homes. 
Their  little  gardens  and  fields  were  rude  and  rough  compared  with 
English  culture,  but  they  were  the  work  of  their  own  hands ;  the  apple 
trees  and  small  bushes  brought  from  the  old  country,  tended  with  loving 
cure,  had  developed  and  blossomed  and  borne  fruit,  the  admiration  and 
wonder  of  the  little  settlement.  To  be  driven  from  home  and  the 
smiling  fields  and  gardens,  carved,  or  as  Downing  puts  it, "  cleansed  from 
the  wildemesse,"  was  a  terrible  wrench  at  their  heart  strings,  a  separation 
that  seemed  like  death. 

The  poet  has  sung  to  us  of  the  sorrows  of  Evangeline  and  of  the 
evictions  from  Grand  Fr^.  The  Acadians  were  not  in  a  more  miserable 
plight  than  the  poor  Newfoundland  settlers  during  that  long  period 
from  1675  to  1677,  whilst  the  terrible  edict  hung  over  their  heads. 
With  what  anxiety  in  their  lonely  homes  they  awaited  during  the  weary 
winter  months  the  result  of  Downing's  mission  1 

The  ministry,  gagged  and  bound  by  the  bribes  of  Child  and  hia 
coUeagnea,  were  for  a  time  deaf  to  the  urgent  demands  from  the  colonists 
f<Mr  protection  against  these  barbarous  attacks.     Bye-and-hye,  however, 
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the  eloquent  appeal  of  Dowuing  and  his  counsel  began  to  stir  public 
opinion.  There  were  many  West  Country  towns  that  gave  the  settlers 
strong  suppoii.    John  Carter,  Mayor  of  Poole,  sent — 

"A set  at  reasons  whj  the  lohubitantB  stioald  not  be  removed  signed  b;  eeveral 
Merchants  and  Masters  of  Ships  which  fur  manj  ^ears  have  nsed  the  trade  uE 
fiahiog  there."  [Thej  declare]  "the  Inhabitants  are  faithfnl  subjects  and  that 
the  most  eminent  of  them  now  resident  there,  were  forced  over  in  the  time  of  the 
late  oiril  war  for  their  lojaltf  to  His  Uajcstj." ' 

Besides  the  assistance  the  eettlen?  received  from  Poole  and  Weymouth, 
there  seems  to  have  been  a  strong  party  on  their  side  both  in  Bideford 
and  Barnstaple.  All  the  man-of-war  officers  were  with  the  settlers. 
A  careful  examination  of  the  lengthy  documents  put  forward  by  both 
sides  shows  how  well  Downing  worked  up  his  case.  There  was  a  most 
protracted  debate ;  *  the  decision,  long  hung  iti  the  balance,  was  at  last 
given  in  favour  of  the  planters. 

Sir  John  Berry  and  Captain  Davis  and  several  other  enlightened 
West  Country  men  came  forward  with  such  arguments  on  behalf  of  the 
planters,  that  even  the  Court  had  to  give  way.  A  peremptory  order 
tirst  went  forth  by  the  ship  St  John's  Merchant,  leaving  Dartmouth  in 
March  1677,  directing  the  mnstera  and  seamen  to  forbear  all  violence  to 
the  planters  ;  and  in  May  came  the  following  order : — 

"  Thftt  the  Planters  in  Ncwfoiiurtland  be  continued  in  possession  of  their  Honses 
and  stages  according  to  the  annage  of  the  last  years,  until  fnrtbur  ordexs."  ' 

As  the  reader  will  see  from  the  petition  of  Oxford,*  they  asked  for 
protection  for  the  future.      Their  children  were  growing  up  without 

'  The  following  letter  i*  in  Ihe  Flymoath 
Rtcordtj  I'rowBe  wai  very  active  ou  the 
•cttletn'  Bide:  — 


"We  heare  of  vour  bad  soeceH  at  Uie  (Becd.  as  April  1679.) 

choiceofMr.  iiejiittl  that  jour  boone  com-  „Te  fortify   St.  JohnX   naturally  very 

pamon  were   too   hara  a   party  for  joo.     I  «„D(r,  ■■ith  twenty  five  guD.  and  two  hundred 

juppore  yon  hardly  reiura  before  the  terme  g„,||  arms  and  tome  mall  arme  to  defend  the 

because  tis  supposed  the  House  may  not  B,t  ^,^^^  q^^  ^^  yide  to  prevent  surprise.    This 

above  U  d«y>   longer  therefore  I  advise  jou  q^^  j„  y^^^  j,  ,    j^^  ^^ere  a  few  skills  Gsb, 

that  Tour  >ewfoundlsT,d  business  is  passed  ^i,^^  a„„     ^  the  n>ck.  bj  «.me  Inhablunls 

thehing  mCounein  and  the  Uuke  of  York  ^.f  g^    j„fc„.„fas  .ell  as  oAer  c 


.      itortir  to  l».ll.Dd.d,lh.ittomer  ,b™i  th.t  Wbo.r  lo  Ih.  ,.!«!  u,  b,.,  .. 

Urnerall   by  «iiother,  and   there  ib  another  ihomandr  of  pounda 

order  thU  i.  to  com.  Jowo  to  at,.op1,en  ye  .  t„  fonlfj  Caibooiere  »ith  Utteeo  great 

buaiaeaabetoreitpuramloaPateat.     lam  ,„„  „d  eight;  .mail  ko...     Salvadge  fort, 

out  of  piirae  alreadj.  do. «».  and  .„  tak.a  f„^„  ,„J  'g,  j,bn'.  beiog  aCt  ^^ 

'"^  „ .,  ra    n  a.  Tears  siace  cleared  and   possessed  onlr  by 

-Yom,,-Il.  r-ow-  {..habitaota,  t.„,r  before %S   bj  a/y  ti 

There  is  also   a  letter  to   Wm.  Gould  fortify  it,  ten  guns  and  eighty   smalt   arms 

about  K.  Provte,  from  wbieh  it  appears  he  Ferryland  seventeeu    guns  and    a    hundred 
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the  ordioances  of  leligioD,  there  was  no  one  to  command  or  organize 
in  case  of  defence,  and  there  were  no  fortifications. 

They  were  not  allowed,  however,  to  have  the  Governor,  establibhed 
minister,  or  forts  they  prayed  for.  The  residents  offered  to  group 
themselves  in  any  towns  or  harbours  selected  by  the  Giovemment,  to 
assist  about  fortifications,  and  to  bear  their  share  of  all  expenses. 

It  is  only  oa  the  assumption  of  bribery  that  we  can  explain  the 
minister's  obstinacy  in  refusing  to  organize  the  defences  of  the  Colony. 
France,  their  ancient  enemy,  was 
at  theii'  gate ;  twice  the  Dutch  had 
successfully  attacked  St.  John's  and 
Ferrylaad.  De  Ruyter  declared  when 
lie  captured  St  John's  on  the  6th  of 
June  1666,  that  if  there  had  been  six 
guns  mounted  he  would  not  have 
ventured  in. 

The  commerce  between  Newfound- 
land and  the  North  American  Colonies, 
generally  referred  to  in  our  Records 
as  "  New  England,"  but  which  at  this 
period     embraced     New     York     and 

Philadelphia,     had      risen     from     its  iDMiEii  db  Rurrra. 

modest    commencement     in    1C45    to 

considerable  dimensions ;  it  was  largely  increased  during  the  time  of  the 
Commonwealth. 

The  New  Englanders,  it  has  been  noticed,'  were  mostly  traders,  not 
fishermen.  They  found  a  lucrative  market  for  inferior  fish,  first  in 
the  English  West  India  Islands,  and  afterwards  amongst  the  French, 

small  arma.     FforiDOiui   eighteen   (rung   snd  always  willing  to  protect  boats  left  by  fiehiDg 

lixty  Binall  BrDiB.     la  what  other  Ilorhours      ehips 

besideH  St.  John's  it  shall  be  thoaght  fitt  for  "  The    Inhabitants    desire    (to    prerent 

them  to  settle,  it  is   not  desired  to  give    any  malicious  pretence)  that  bo  equal  Dumber  -it 

hindraoce  to  the  Fishing  ships  but  they  may  Masters  be  with  them  to  decide  all  differences. 

Gsh  in  any  of  these  places,  the  Inhabitants  "  Queen  Elictbeth  was  proclaimed  Queen 

enjoying  sncb  couTeoicnt  houses  and  Btagea  of  the  Whole  Country  but   now  the   f^nch 

as  they  have  formerly  built  and  now  enjoy  enji>y  two  thirds  and  so  far  from  compluma 

and  no  more,  bnt  aa  their  children  grow  np  of  tbem  by   West  Country   men    that  they 

they  may  accordingly  enlarge.  would  not  owne  soy  si'tiled  there    although 

"  That  a  Govemmeal  may  be  settled  to  too  much  apparent,  as  appears  by  the  oathes 

defend    them    and    the    Country    enpecially  of  Oxford  T.  C.   Martin  and  M.  Trout  and 

^unst  the  French,  who  are  verj'  powerfull  Masters  of  Convoys.    Tbey  humbly  beg  the 

there,    and    against     some     West     Country  Governor  may  haie  pnwer  over  boih  Inhabi- 

Illerchanta   whom   they,  have   long   groaned  lants  and  fishermen  equally,  nud   that    they 

under.  may  have    a  Minister  and  ffortifi  cat  ions  and 

"  For  the  preeervation  of  navigation  they  whnt  also  Your  Hooonrable  Hoard  think  fit." 

desire  to  pass  iheir  men  back  and  forward  —(Bonnl  of  Ttadt,  New/oundtaKd.) 

by  freight  ot  hjer Inhabitauts  will  be  '  See  p.  158. 
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Butch,  and  Spanish  possessions ;  they  were  not  allowed  by  the  French 
or  Spaniards  to  trade  with  their  Islands,  except  to  bai-ter  fish  for 
molasBes;  thoy  came  first  to  Newfoundland  with  cattle,  com,  lumber, 
lime,  salted  beef,  pork,  pitch,  &e.  lu  the  coui^se  of  fifty  years  the 
English  planters,  who  had  previously  obtained  all  their  provisions 
from  England  by  1680,  received  nearly  all  their  supplies  from  New 
England. 

The  planters'  best  fieh,  known  already  in  the  trade  as  "prime 
merchantable  codfish,"  was  sold  to  the  English  merchants  or  to  traders, 
who  came  in  the  sack  ships  ;  the  payment  was  always  made  bylbills  on 
England  at  60  or  90  days ;  these  drafts  were  the  naual  currency  of 
the  Colony.  Except  for  occasional  payments  in  these  bills  or  in  gold 
the  trade  between  British  North  America  and  our  Island  was  essentially 
a  barter  trade. 

The  New  Englanders,  the  steadfast  friends  of  the  Newfoundlanders, 
and  zealous  for  their  own  rights  and  liberties,  gave  material  aid  in  the 
fierce  struggle  with  the  West  Countrymen.  Child  and  bis  colleagues 
were  fiercer  against  them  even  than  against  the  Newfoundland  planters ; 
one  witness  declares  the  New  Englanders  spoke  infamously  about  His 
Sacred  Majesty  King  Charles  11. 

There  was  a  constant  intercourse  between  the  two  countries.  West 
Country  servants  smuggled  away  came  back  in  a  few  seasons  as 
genuine  New  England  men ;  they  cursed,  and  drank,  and  swore,  in  a 
way  to  horrify  the  Puiitsn  divines,  but  being  good  sailors  and  good 
fishermen  their  blasphemies  were  forgiven ;  "  ungodly  men  and  swearers, 
fishermen  chiefly  from  Newfoundland,"  is  Hubbard's  description  of 
them. 

Besides  their  trade  in  produce  and  West  India  fish  for  the  negroes, 
and  the  Weatberfield  onion  business,  the  Americans  soon  drove  a  big  trade 
in  rum.^  Artemus  Ward  speaks  of  the  New  England  rum  and  the  meaalea 
as  equally  disagreeabla  No  doubt  the  compound  was  villainous,  it  was 
probably  worse  than  the  Spanish  aguardiente,  or  the  worst  French  brandy. 
It  had,  however,  two  distinct  merits  for  the  fishermen,  it  was  very 
strong  and  very  cheap.  Probably  the  planter  bought  it  wholeuale  for 
not  more  than  25  cents  a  gallon;  by  1789  it  was  retailed  out  to 
fishermen  at  $120  a  gallon,  more  than  double  the  old-fashioned 
price. 

'  It  i«  fH  that  preTloiu  lo   the  com-  first  «t,rei  mi  pat  into  cMks  to  be  bnwghl 

■DeneemeDt  of  ihiBinde,  molsiueiwai  throwD  lo  Neir  England  and   dutillnd  into  mm. — 

away  b;  the  plaotere,  and  that  tbia  article,  (Sabihs.) 

now  ao  BilentiTely  uied  in  t — 
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The  American  coloaists  at  this  period  did  a  trade,  moatly  contraband, 
all  over  the  world ;  besides  sending  fish  to  market,  they  were  running 
negroes  fri>m  Africa,  whaUng,  smuggling,  and  frequently  selling  their  fine 
ships  in  England.  One  great  business  in  Newfoundland  was  stealing 
serraDts  from  the  West  Countrymen.  For  his  pass^e  the  kidnapped 
fisherman  had  to  serve  a  long  period,  as  a  kind  of  white  bond  slave. 
Probably  Mossacliusett's  gave  a  premium  on  the  introduction  of  desirable 
emigrants  ;  bub,  however  that  may  be,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
servants  were  smuggled  away.  The  colonial  records  are  full  of 
statements  to  that  eflest,  of  which  tlie  following  is  an  example : — 
"  Report  of  Captaiu  Daniel  Joxea,  B.K.,  H.M.S,  Diamond. 

"  Bsy  BnlU  12th  Sepr.  1682. 
"  Did  not  arrire  antil  Aug.  23d  Admiralty  instractionB  to  sail  let  Sepr.  with 
convoj  weather  fiennittiiijj;.  I  have  sent  t«  yoar  Honoar  four  Bonds  fnr  I  find 
none  that  violato  jonr  rules  so  much  as  ye  Traders  from  New  England  spiriting 
away  men.  I  was  an  eye  witness  of  one  at  St.  John's  contiag  in  with  11  hands  and 
sailing  with  20  in  addition  had  not  my  pinnace  brought  him  t«  anchor.  So  1  took 
bonds  of  the  New  England  men  and  acquainted  Captain  Wren  of  H.M.S. 
Centurion.  Bad  fishery  only  l.SO  qtla.  per  boat,  not  as  good  as  reported  the 
French  have  made.    Nothing  but  confusion  and  disorder  here  they  require  a 


"  Bonds  of  John  Sawley  of  Salem,  Uass.,  of  Geo.  Snell  of  Portsmouth  or 
Fiftcadawery  New  Hampshire  of  Thomas  Harvey  of  Porlamouth  N.H.  and  of 
William  Pepperill  of  Portsmouth  N.H.,  not  W  take  away  men  from  Newfoundland." ' 

Treworgie  had  combined  in  his  person  the  anomalous  positions  of 
chief  factor  to  tlie  New  England  merchants  in  Newfoundland  and  the 
governorship  of  the  Colony ;  he  was  a  perfectly  honest  man,  and  seems 
to  have  performed  both  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  employers.  At 
his  death  the  position  of  chief  factor  of  the  American  colonies  fell  to 
Mr.  Gould,  who  appears  on  all  occasions  during  this  reign  as  represent- 
ing New  England,  and  advocating  their  interests  in  opposition  to  the 
English  fishermen. 

It  is  impossible  now  to  give  any  exact  figures  about  the  colonial 
trade  with  Newfoundland  ;  it  wa?  carried  on  in  an  underhand  way  ;  its 
operations  were  carefully  concealed  from  the  captains  of  the  Boyal  Navy. 
In  their  ananal  reports  the  only  notices  to  be  found  of  the  Americans 
are  accounts  of  their  "  spiriting  away  "  tlie  West  Countiymen's  servants. 
When  Downing  writes  of  eight  New  England  vessels  coming  to  the 
Island  be  must  have  meant  St.  John's;  he  had  no  means  of  knowing 
how  many  other  vessels  viaited  the  distant  outports,  and  traded  off  their 
goods  for  fish  and  furs,  berries,  cod's-tongues  and  fish-sounds,  taking 
their  balances  in  merchants'  bills  on  England.     Early  in  the  eighteenth 

'  Board  of  Trade,  Neicfimii-'laiid. 
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century  at  least  forty '  veasols  came  f r<.in  the  American  colonies  to 
NewfoundlauJ  ;  Falliser  estimated  the  trade  in  1765  at  half  a  million 
dollars  aunually,  and  by  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution  it  had 
risen  to  one  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 

By  the  end  of  Charles  II.'s  leign  Kew  Eugland  had  so  marvellously 
increa«ed  and  extended  her  agricultntal  and  commercial  operations  that 
she  was  pretty  well  able  to  supply  our  Island  planters  with  nearly 
everything  they  required.*  The  two  countries  on  which  the  wrath  of  the 
We.st  Countryman  and  Child  was  poured  out  are  singularly  enough 
Ireland  and  New  England.  The  monopolists  treat  both  these  great 
English  dependencies  as  foreign  countries,  and  decidedly  hostile  atiil 
opposed  to  the  interests  of  England. 

The  fault  of  poor  Erin,  her  glaring  offence  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Devonshire  men,  was  her  woollen  manufactures,  which  were  absurdly 
cheap  and  remarkably  good  ;  in   the  plantations  they  were,   like  Irish 


i  Vbbhelb  couing  to  Newfoundland  in  1698. 
[UftDj  of  Iheie  veaseU  made  several  voyages  to  the  Island  in  each  year.] 
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'  By  about  1690  New  Eufrland  was 
exporting  boot;  and  shoes  to  Newfouudlaod. 
In  the  maDifetl  of  a  car^  aent  for  the  use 
of  the  St.  John's  garrison  in  1697  are  200 
pairaofshoei,  SOO  pairs  of  ^tookinj^s,  S6  boxes 


of  medicine,  iuid  some  gnrdcn  seeds,  "live 
hofifpi  and  fowles,"  19  bnsheli  of  turnip", 
9  bushels  of  carroti,  10  hhds.  of  mnlasset, 
and  1  hhd.  of  "  Yorke  Tobacco  "  (_Board  of 
Tradt). 


:dt>vGoogle 


IRISH  TRADK.  201 

pork  and  Irish  beef  and  Irish  "  youngsters," '  half  the  price  of  the 
English  article,  and  somehow  they  got  to  be  the  litading  staples  in  the 
Newfoundland  trade.  The  cheapest  goods  have  always  been  the  ones 
selected  for  the  planters'  and  fishermen's  use. 

It  was  to  buy  these  Irish  woollens, "  Frises,  Bandel-cloths,"  "  atockins," 
pork,  beef,  butter,  and  to  engage  Irish  servants,  that  the  West  Country- 
men firjit  touched  at  Waterford  and  Cork  on  their  way  out  to  New- 
foundland, and  thus  commenced  the  Irish  Newfoundland  trade  in 
"  youngsters  "  and  provisions. 

The  first  Irishmen  in  the  Colony  were  these  youngsters,  shipped  for 
two  summers  and  a  winter  ;  as  Baudoin  tells  us,  they  were  servants  to 
the  English,  who  treated  them  ill.  During  the  troubled  times  of  1690, 
the  period  of  the  wars  in  Ireland  and  the  battle  of  the  Boyne,  the  peasants 
were  only  too  glad  to  flee  from  the  country,  so  the  bj'e-boat  keepers  look 
them  out  in  the  West  Country  vessels  in  still  larger  numbers.  By  this 
time  it  had  become  an  established  practice  for  the  Devonshire  vessels  to 
call  at  Waterford,  Cork,  and  other  harboure  on  the  south  coast  of  Ireland, 
principally  Waterford,  to  take  in  a  supply  of  provisions,  manufactures, 
and  youngsters.  I  notice  a  request  of  the  merchants  in  1690  for  the 
convoy  to  call  at  Cork  for  forty-eight  hours. 

Gradually  these  brave  Irish  boys  amalgamated  with  the  English 
settlers,  married  the  planters'  daughters,  and  became  an  importHot  part 
of  the  resident  population  ;  compared  however  with  the  Emgliah,  their 
numbers  at  first  were  small.  The  large  Irish  population  now  resident 
about  St.  John's  and  tlie  southern  portion  of  the  Island  is  chiefly  the 
result  of  the  emigi-ation  to  this  country  which  took  yilaae  at  the  end  of 
the  eighteenth  and  the  early  part  of  the  ninet^ienth  century. 

Lest  I  should  be  accused  of  putting  the  case  against  the  ship 
fishermen  too  strongly,  the  last  of  their  proposals  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.,  on  the  much  disputed  question  of  settling  the  Colony 
"  with  a  governor,  a  minister,  forts,  and  great  guns,"  is  given.  In  1680> 
the  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Plantations,  who  were  merely  the  mouth- 
pieces of  Devonshire,  declared  : — 

"  That  to  entrust  the  regulating  of  the  fishei^  in  a  GoTernor  will  tend  ([reatly 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  Newfoundlnnd  fishery,  .  ,  .  But  if  His  ilajestj  Bhoold 
think  fit  to  fortify  the  Harbor  of  St.  John's  uid  to  make  a  fJoTcrnor  of  the  Fort 
M>d  to  ftrra  the  GoTomor  with  a  military  pwwer  to  command  the  people  of  that 
conntry  (on  oec'ieSon)  for  their  defence,  and  with  ciTil  power  for  punishing  vice  and 
keeping  good  order — wilhoat  having  any  potrer  over  the  Fiahei-y  or  infringing  the 

t  jounfFSter    in      jual  as  a  hoy  in 
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charter — th«j  thought  the  ume  night  be  of  good  tu«,  And  no  prejadioe  to  the 
Trade  aud  His  M^eatj'a  Castoms."  ' 

The  same  able  stateamen  a  few  years  later  modified  their  opinion 
about  planters.  Fraoee  had  just  invaded  the  Island,  and  laid  all  the 
lishing  eetablisfaments  in  ruins.  The  Commissioners  then  expressed  their 
opinion,  after  referring  to  the  necessity  for  forts  and  soldiers : — 

"  That  Plaotere  in  moderate  numbern  were  at  all  times  coavenient  for  the 
preparation  and  preejiration  of  boats,  atages,  and  other  things  neceseary  for  the 
fiabery  but  they  ihoald  notexeeei  one  thotttmi."  ' 

There  is  one  further  suggestion,  somewhat  later,  from  a  military 
Solomon, — the  lieutenant-governor  of  the  Island,  Major  Elford : — 

"  That  they  allow  no  women  to  laod  in  the  Island  and  that  means  shonld 
be  adopted  to  remove  those  that  were  there."  * 

We  can  hardly  credit  rational  human  beings  with  the  production  of 
these  barbarous  ordinances  for  the  extirpation  of  British  colonists,  and 
their  still  more  absurd  restrictions ;  they  read  more  like  the  production 
of  some  mischievous  demon — the  grotesque  laws  for  some  Gargantuan 
island  or  the  territory  of  the  Yahoos — than  the  sober  production  of 
English  statesmen. 

The  eight  years  succeeding  the  defent  of  the  project  to  expel  the 
settlers  are  not  very  eventful  ones  in  the  history  of  Newfoundland ; 
the  agitation  for  a  governor  was  still  kept  up.  By  far  the  ablest 
argument  on  this  subject  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Robert  BobiiiRon,  for 
many  years  captain -of-convoy  on  the  coast.  He  points  out  very  forcibly 
that,  owing  to  the  terrorism  of  the  West  Countrymen,  many  of  the 
planteiB  had  gone  to  live  with  the  French,  and — 

'  the  chiefest  have  gone  to  New  England.'  That  by  a  settled  Qovemment  and 
harbonrs  fortified  they  will  avoid  the  abnaea  of  the  nugovemed  seamen,  who  deal 
with  them  as  they  please.  They  will  be  preserved  from  sea  rovers  and  enemies; 
have  a  Uinister  to  christen,  iuBtmct,  marry,  and  bnry  them;  and  they  will  have 
eqoa\  justice  which  wilt  greatly  encourage  all  except  those  who  desire  to  live 
nnder  no  Government,  but  in  alt  things  to  be  their  own  carvers." 

But  the  strongest  argument  of  all  was  the  danger  of  a  French 
invasion.     One  per  cent,  oci   the  fish  caught  would  have  borne  all  the 

■  AecDrdf.  (upon  the  fint  alamui  of  wire)   they  lEsy 

_  ^  remove  lo  other  Plantationa  ■□<!  tbo  reit  sK 

>  PsTiTiOK  or  Willi**  Dowwiko.  slrMdy    retireing    nearer    tlie    French    «nd 

"That  whereai   on  lllh   Oct.   Isst  the  declire  they  will  put  themgelves  nnder  their 

Ijoidiot  Trade  made  an  order  aboat  »ettle-  protection:  All   which   ou   oath  if  raqaired. 

ratnl  Newfbnndland  nnder  Government  ind  And  thai  the  season  a«un  draweth  ni^h  for 

fortifleatkiM !  "«    •'»'P*    '<>  go  thillier.      Tour   Fetiiioner 

"  That  there  U  now  an  account  friven  to  (herefbre   most   humhly  prays   for  a  speedy 

ronr  pedlion  that  (the  inhabitanU  btving  n«  couolowoa  of  the  aelllenient  &c." 
•ecDrity  and  utterly  dlipaiing  of  fwtawo)  the  [Not  eodowed,  proh.  1«SS.] 

greater   part   have    booght  vestt'U  whereby  {Board  of  Tradt,  Neirfoimdli»d). 
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moderate  expense  required  for  an  established  government,  forts/  artillery, 
and  a  mioiBter : — 

"  ir  the  French  [iiayi  Robinson]  eliould  take  it,  nherf&s  they  now  employ  abont 
four  hundred  Bail  and  eighteen  thonsEind  seamen  and  the  English  three  bnndrttd 
■ail  and  fifteen  thoasaod  seamen,  they  iruuld  emploj  seven  handred  abipa  and 
thirty  thonsand  geamen,  and  the  English  be  shat  out  of  £700,000  yearly ;  beaidea 
which  the  French  wonld  make  donble  that  enm.  The  Newfoundland  fishery  is  the 
great  nursery  for  seamen.  If  the  Frenob  shonld  add,  what  the  English  have 
planted  there,  to  what  they  possees  already  in  Canada,  Nora  Scotia  and  other 
plaoea  there»boat«,  tfaej  would  be  bad  neighbours  to  His  U^esty'a  floorishing 
Plantations  of  New  Bngland,  New  Tort,  and  Virginia." 


IHOBBTOX'l  MAP,  lAW. 

rrom  the  Bnglith  PUot. 

Bobinson  grossly  exaggerated  numbers,  but  liis  argument  is 
unanswerable  aB  rejardB  the  danger  to  all  North  America  from  the 
French    encroachments  in   Newfoundland.      West   Country  obstinacy, 

■  FnopoiED  BciLDiNO  or  a  Fo«t  it  a  little  lirsndr  to   the   crew  for  laboniiDg. 

St   John's  in  1880.  [ThiB  wm  probably  the  oomnMHoemeDt  of  a 

On  April   S,   Sir   Robt.   Eoblnson  aaki  forxon  theiiteof  Fort  Williami  it  iireferrrtto 

leaTB  t*  be  sllowed  to  hm  hil  crew  and  inch  in  1896  »nd  1697  in  the  InTMioo  by  D  Ibei^ 

Flanienai  are  willing  to  laiie  fortifi«iitioDs,  vUle  andBroaillon.] 

wbieh  (hall  be  done  with  no  eipcnM  eicepl 
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however,  Btill  npposed  all  reasonable  proposals  to  defend  the  Colony 
from  such  an  obvious  danger.  A  few  years  later  they  eaffered  terribly 
for  their  refusal  to  listen  to  reason.  There  was  a  strong  party  on 
Robinson's  side  ;  he  tried  to  bring  over  the  Duke  of  York  (aftervards 
James  IL)  to  his  views,  but,  hke  his  brother,  he  was  the  recipient  of 
large  bribes  from  Child  and  his  nssociates — the  Parliament  also  of  that 
day  was  utterly  corrupt — and  so  his  efforts  had  no  result. 

The  Colony  was  left  to  drift  along,  a  prey  to  every  enemy.  Each 
year  the  naval  officers  on  the  station  niade  reports  on  the  wanton  aggres- 
sion of  the  ship  fishermen,'  the  disorders  in  the  Island,  and  the  need  for 
a  stittled  government ;  but  it  was  all  to  no  purpose.     During  the  latter 


From  Thamltm'i  Map. 

years  of  Charles  II. 's  reign  there  were  no  attacks  from  the  French ;  botli 
nations  quietly  fished  without  disturbing  each  otlier.  Like  ourselves, 
the  French  had  no  military  or  naval  power,  their  fortresses  were  in 
ruins,  and  there  was  not  a  single  royal  soldier  or  sailor  in  any  of  their 
settlements.*  The  parent  Government  was  tusily  employed  in  Europe  ; 
and  after  the  tirat  outlmrat  of  energy  in  1662,  the  soldiers  were  witli- 
drawn,  and  their  (hsfencea  were  entirely  neglected ;  they  seldum  had 
ti\Qi\  a.  convoy  for  their  merchant  ship«. 

iplaiolB  mid  Adminl 


'  ('*iT*iN  OF  Convoy'*  Kkpurt.  I6S4. 

KiHhcriiipn  Don  utiiig  caaka  ioslead  of 
(hi*  for  Ihclr  oil. 

IlBnll;  a  hoiiKi'  but  arlli  driiih. 

If  (h<>  pt'uple  do  SKKi-iub^  ii  ii  not  for 
divine  trrviar. 

Ordt'r  13  March  1677  allowit  tbria  to 
liv(  nrnnhp  iihorc. 

OnliT  IH  fcUy  Iflj;  allows  p1int«n  to 
ki^p  thi'ir  own  hoiiw.  &c. 

(>p|«r  IS  Jany  1677  MaMi^n  allowed  to 
briDfl  i>Tt<r  |Miii>rn|tpn. 

Order  18  Jany  1677  Doudi  not  required. 


He  faai>hada hundred  c( 

vould  donolhinu  at  all  ---„- 

Charge  of  Gltinv  oat  10  boat*  and  a  vliip 
offln  toa>  for  the  Wert  Adventurers  lenice 
KvwEve  £l9!iO  ptj  £904— [foflt  £S6S. 

t'lautert  2  boats  take  £aiG  coit  £!68 
loss  £yi. 

[X'ery  full  detaila  of  both  animates 
KiTen  in  the  Keconli.] 

*  Tbe  Ti'bthI  Report  of  K>84  aayi: 
"  Seldom  any  eonvo;  tor  Freooh  veavela." 
— "  Forta  lu  ruinn." 
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I.  Downing'!  UTarrative. 

A  Bribp  Narbatitb  cODCemiD);  New- 
fouDdlBud,  bj  John  Dowoing. 

Becd  a4th  October  1GT6. 

"  BecilM  yarionit  patents  given — in  all 
vhich  ample  privileget  were  granted  for 
ciicoDrsg<  of  all,  tbat  ir'd  inliabit,  that  the 
Children  there  hom  fhould  be  free  denizena 
of  England  with  mm;  other  Ireedoma  (tc.. 
my  father  in  1S40  was  lent  orer  by  H.M.'a 
CommiMioDeis,  Dnhe  Hamilton,  Earl  of 
Peiubroke  &  Eocl  uf  Hollsnd'H  Iniitniclioiii 
lo  take  charge  of  the  Coloo}' ;  !Jlr  David 
Kirke  being  by  Hia  M""'"  Letter  bj  him 
Kent,  Galled  bomtf ;  mj  fother  fuuad  ander  the 
command  of  Sir  David  Kirke,  their  Gov'r 
fifty  Fix  gnnj  mounted  in  MTcral  forte,  as 
FcrrrUnd,  St.  John'*,  Boy  Ball,  Sic,  the  forts 
fitted  with  amall  arms  &e,  &  maaned  bj 
iuhsbitants.  The  proprietor*  had  given  tbeni, 
even  to  Duke  Hambleton.  anij  the  rest  nx 
admiral  U  places  tin  fiihing,  accounted  the 
the  best,  even  St.  John's  and  the  rest:  alsoe 
fire  fiabe*  in  six  score  caught  ur  bought  by 
any  shipp  having  more  strangers  aboard  thao 
free  deniiens  of  England  i  all  nations  in  amity 
with  his  M"**  might  freely  bny  and  catch 
fish  bnild  bontes  See  w  fi«elf  a«  English, 
provided  if  demandtid  he  paid  his  impost. 

"  By  Patent  the  inhabitants  were  not 
within  six  miles  to  destroy  wood*,  nor  convert 
rooms  for  drying  B»h  to  other  utes,  as  to  plant, 
plow  same,  and  (he  rest.  Even  in  Croi^- 
well'i  time,  In  the  worst  of  limes  the  in- 
habitant* being  accDsed  for  tnutors  to  bis 
Oovemment,  vett  by  an  order  then,  wee  had 
liberty  to  enjoy  our  houttcs  wee  had  built 
&C.  Cromwell's  Governor  Trcworgie  and 
bi>  mm  of  war  took  impost,  as  proprietors 
■furtmcotloned  bad  done,  even  as  far  as 
IVesposae. 

■*  There  hath  beeti  a  genemt'of  men  ever 
since  any  people  settled  in  Newfoundland. 
practicing  the  ruin  of  inhabit*.  First  that  no 
merchants  have  any  fish  but  from  themselves 
and  at  their  mlet  and  pleasures,  neit  that  all 
men  employed  in  fishing  aflairt  work  for  and 
serve  for  iDch  victualls  and  pay  as  tbey 
choose  to  give  them.  Inhabitants  distance 
from  Supreme  Ralers  Seats,  render  them  liable 
lo  false  calumnies — that  inhabitants  bum  their 
train  ffou  of  £nO  value  which  one  with  other 
were  not  worth  first  year  they  were  built  £6  if 
they  were  soe  wronged  they  misht  and  would 
bave  Rq-arat*  from  those  that  wronged  yearly. 
Bat  I  never  c'd  hear  of  any  man  there  that 
c'd  oomplaiD   of   any  such  wrong   I   haviog 


lived  there  aud  been  every  summer  these 
thirty  odd  ymres, 

"  The' i Dhabi tanU  home  their  stages  they 
complain  themselves,  as  the  fishing  sailes 
hurne  for  dressing  their  victualls  &  brewing 
their  beare,  wood  their  shipps  carry  home 
some  to  their  owners  yards  give  leave  to  the 
shipps  that  lake  in  their  fish  to  take  aboard 
i>bnt  they  will,  other  shipps  wanting  wood 
take  leave,  some  give  some  lo  some  iohabltants, 
others  howse  bU  thtir  stagps  and  flake  stult 
for  another  yeare,  by  this  meanes  befote  all 
the  shipps  deport  some  yeares  in  Si.  John's 
where  ii  is  said  three  hundred  bUHts  have 
been  kept,  is  loft  of  uU  tlieir  stages  two  or  threu 
pieces  standing.  In  1674  -.  iit  the  goeing  out 
of  the  bist  ships  was  left  standing  but  the 
Bedd  of  one  of  the  Admirals  Stages  which  at 
Spring  following  the  Admiral  enjoyed.  In 
1675:  by  the  care  of  Hir  John  Berry  their 
Stages  and  Roomes  were  tor  the  most  part 
well  left  &  OS  nell  found  at  their  relume  as 
themselves  have  there  &  mast  if  called  here 
acknowledge.  In  1676,  beforemy  coming  out, 
Capt.  Hussell  Cummand'r  of  U.M.'s  shIpp 
"Reserve"  forced  several  Mssters  of  shipps, 
even  their  admiral  for  one  to  build  up  again 
their  trayne  houses,  themxelves  had  cut  down 
contraiy  to  their  order.  Trvei  are  rinded,  the 
shipps  doing  it  most,  and  the  comers  nut  of 
England— done  not  only  for  18  foot  Cooke 
Rommea  but  to  cover  whole  stages  and 
lodging  houses,  even  last  summer  it  was  done. 
Inhab'is  stages  and  houses  are  most  covered 
with  New  England  and  the  country's  boards, 
BO  have  little  occasion  of  rinding.  Woods 
fired  by  foreigners  and  English  Shipps  Com- 
panys  going  into  woods  for  limber  in  warme 
weather  &  throwiag  carelessly  the  fire  they 
light  tobacco  with. 

"  From  New  Eng'd  oie  y'r  with  other 
come  co3imoiily  S  sail  of  vessels  bnrthen'd 
from  16  tons  to  60  tons  with  commodities  the 
prodaee  of  which  tbey  invest  here  in  Brandy, 
Cloath'g,  apparel  for  their  vessels,  piecM  of 
eight,  if  they  can  get  them  some  fftencb  & 
Spanish  wines,  some  redd  slinking  fish  for  the 
Negorei  of  Barbadues.  As  for  men  Inbahi- 
tants  have  out  of  fishing  ships  we  have 
Masters  good  will  to  have  them  soe  have  New 
Eng'd  men  it  sav'g  the  owners  victuals  they 
eat  homew'ds  Jk  often  they  cany  passengers 
in  tbeir  places  who  pay  own'rs  for  passages. 

"  Pracliceni  of  ruin  of  Inhabits  (if 
obtained)  will  produce  to  themselves  this  profit 
of  their  I«bour  as  formerly  the  Rrench  round 
before  any  Governor  was  sent  to  Newfoundland 
by  K.  Chaa  1st— Some  English  inhabitants 
w'd  bum  frenchmen's  boats,  earn  away  some, 
carry  away  ssl^  break  open  their  houses  and 
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rifle  them  tbejr  being  sure  to  fiod  Dotting 
left  oor  they  nho  hiid  done  it.  The  Engliah 
flthiog  BhipB  leave  alnsye  either  rait  or  h»h 
or  goods  tor  Hshing  and  all  their  boat*,  which 
if  their  boau  be  spoiled  the  voyage  is  ruined 
nttetlj  before  they  can  there  saw  hoards  or 
build  boai» — no  inerchantg  will  lend  salt  or 
any  other  goods  to  supply  any  thai  want  or 
waste  salt  &  provjg'ns  in  his  passage  over  fot 
if  it  be  to  be  housed  no  hoaRe  but  Cook  rooms 
allowed  of  la  feet  &  they  but  for  the  winter, 
yet  houses  unfit  for  salt  neither  any  man  to 
take  charge  of  it.  Some  years  fisbing  ships 
have  beene  lost  forty,  sixty  leagnea  from 
shore  being  rackt  by  ice  yet  in  boats  some 
of  their  men  have  come  to  land  and  been 
cured  of  Iheir  hurts  by  cold  and  hungijr,  by 
inhabitants.  Almost  every  year,  some  of  their 
men  sent  for  possess'n  might  with  cold  and 
hunger  starve  if  not  relieved  by  Inhab'tsg 
yearly  their  men  are  received  when  sick  with 
■carvy  aDd  other  sickness  Into  Inhabitants 
houses  and  there  most  times  got  their  cures 
&  become  able  to  do  service. 

"  Id  OMe  according  to  some  mens  desirea 
the  inhabitants  he  forced  to  quit  their  houses 
and  employments,  tbey  and  their  man  and 
famitiet  and  coom  home  tbey  will  fall  to 
extreme  poverty  and  want  and  if  tbey  get  relief 
it  must  come  from  the  landed  gentlemen  to 
whom  the  exteme  poverty  of  distressed 
families  will  be  neither  pleasant  nor  profit- 
able. 

"  Of  french  proToiting  their  interest  more 
and  more  in  Newfouudrd  complaiaers  agst 
inhabitants  take  no  notice.  In  y''  1670  Freoch 
hftd  Placentia  fortified  with  onlinance  a  Gar- 
rison of  Soldires  and  Chaine  also  SL  Peters 
fortified  with  great  guos  garria'n  of.Soldrs 
at  both  places  many  inbabitants  great  stores 
of  Cattle  and  sheepe.  Since  this  time  K. 
of  France  hath  pub'd  in  Seaports  of  France 
that  he  will  pay  passage  of  any  that  go  and 
inhabit  in  Newfid  give  a  grstuily  to  Mas' 
that  passeth  them  other ;  by  Governor  they 
shall  be  supplied  with  clothes  &  necessaries 
fVora  three  yean  &  then  pay  King  in  fish  fur 
orhoatd;  by  these  encouragements  inhabitants 

Srow  moreand  more  numerous,  some  Kuglinh 
ve  amongst  them  &  are  ccurteously  treated, 
lately  more  of  Engliih  labnbts  have  been  as 
formerly  by  French  Captains  invited  to  dwell 
amongst  them  promuing  then  kindness  and 
protection. 

"  A  Merch't  of  Walerford  in  Ireland 
Mr  John  Aylrod  beinf(  Id  Newfoundland  in 
June  16T6  gave  foU'g  relation  concerning 
Placentia — French  inhahitanti  were  there  now 
SSO  fkmilie*  which  according  to  onr  famil'a 
nay  be  mora  than  2000  men,  itieir  garrison 
of  soldiers  400  men  paid  by  King.  300  kintalls 
for  »oh  boat  one  year  with  another  accounted 
with  them  an  ordinary  voyage ;  their  fishrs 
Aom  Trepass  ronnd  the  IsT'd  near  to  Bona- 
vista   many    French    and    Biakenners,    the 


Biskenoers  subject  to  King  of  Spain — French 
ships  supposed  to  be  not  less  than  SOO  sail  of 
ships  of  good  force  from  80  guns  to  IS.  they 
have  9  men  of  war  ahoul  50  gnns  each;  to 
that  part  of  the  laud  where  the  French  forts 
are  as  Placentia,  Bt.  Peters  &  the  rest,  no 
Indiana  come  hut  some  ('anida  Indians  from 
forts  of  Canida  in  french  shallowayes  with 
f  tench  fowling  pieces  all  spared  tbem  by  french 
of  Canida  so  fot  them  need  no  chaine,  soldiers 
nor  ordinance. 

"  It  issaidNewfouDdlandisgoarded  after 
fish'g  ships  go  suSuc'tly  by  foggi  &  ice  till 
arrival  of  Knglish  fighennen  therefore  need  no 
other  guard  to  prevent  invasion  that  it  is  theirs 
who  are  strougest  at  sea.  St.  John's  &  tferry- 
land  and  other  harbours  nn  deemed  by  some 
men  accustomed  to  war  so  ttrongly  fortified  by 
nature  that  some  of  them  having  one  fort  Mnd 
necessaries  for  defence  its  bard  for  any  ship 
though  never  so  bravely  furuiihed  to  enter 
and  if  tbey  sh'd  pass  without  burning  or 
sinking  or  being  cast  ashore  wheti  entered 
they  may  stay  there  perhaps  14  days  for  a 
wind  to  go  out  the  meantime  fight  rocks  and 
fort.  Two  or  three  of  these  barhoura  fortified 
are  enough  after  tfae  manner  of  french  Gshing 
to  make  use  of  all  the  English  have  for  fishing 
in  their  patient  trom  Cape  de  Bace  to  Cape  de 
Ijonavista ;  except  the  fortified  harbours  they 
may  Rpoyle  the  rest  for  ships  rideing  in  the 
fortified  harb'rs  their  own  ships  may  ride  even 
in  war  and  fish  as  the  French  do  and  go  in 
their  boats  after  thefiah  from  three  to  eighteen 
leagues  each  aide  their  barboura  month  there 
salt  their  fish  in  tills  on  shore,  after  carry  sud 
dry  it  where  their  shipps  ride  in  guard  of  fbrla, 
when  they  have  taken  in  their  fish  a  strong 
westerly  wind  with  night  in  hand  frees  them 
from  danger  of  enemies  lying  off  the  shore. 

"  English  Gshing  ships  commonly  all 
gone  in  September  or  quickly  in  October— 
not  to  Bail  out  of  England  till  Isl  March. 

"  From  England  Ireland  France  &  Spain 
&  Portug»l  &  New  Eng'd  have  veiseU  oome 
to  Newfoundland  in  November  &  Doo'r  & 
have  loaden  oyle  aummer  fish  &  winter  fish 
out  of  the  houses  Sc  gone  out  some  of  them 
thr«e  days  before  Chnatmas  &  have  gone  well 
to  their  ports  desiied. 

"  In  be(,iDning  of  March  Ships  have 
arrived  fh>m  England  j  French  fishing  ships 
have  been  off  St.  John's  and  FenyUnd  the 
8nd  Feby  aud  might  have  oome  in  If  they 
pleated,  some  of  the  french  harbour,  in  Feby 
some  in  March,  their  best  flsh'g  being  in  May. 
Ice  comes  on  coast  commonly  In  middle  of 
Feb'y,  some  ye»»  in  March,  some  years  in 
April  some  years  none  to  be  aeen  it  is  not 
made  here  even  tbe  ice  but  breaks  up  the 
summer  befoi«  in  some  cold  straits  &  lo 
winds  and  current  bring  it  on  this  Coast 

Jo.  DOWKIKO. 
iCol.  Paper;  lfer/oundland,it.) 
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DOWNING'S  PETITIONS. 


n.  Downiaf't  Petitiou. 

(a.)  To  the  King'B  Most  Excelkot  Mntie. 
"  TheHamblePe^tioaorJoliiiDiiwiiiag, 
GeDtlemsD,  iDbsbitant  of  Newfcnodland. 
Hhcweth: 

"  TImt  yoar  Petiliooer'B  Fstbet  wm 
tCDito  NeitfoundlMii],  armed  nith  your  Boyal 
Father's  CommUHioii  and  satborily  and 
iiwtrnctioiis  from  the  then  Lonlg  Proprielon 
to  plant  people  there,  and  reduce  the  Indiana 
to  cirilily  and  religion.  That  to  that  purpote 
•ereniil  lawes  and  orders  were  then  made  and 
sent  over  by  your  Rnynl  Father  (o  be  obsen'ed 
there.  .  .  .  That  aRer  some  yeares  serTiee 
there,  hsTiDg  secured  the  forts  and  fldiings 
and  brought  iato  some  regularity  and  security 
the  place  and  imposla  payable  to  your  Majeely, 
Tour  FetitioDer'a  Father  there  died.BDdtiticebla 
death  your  Petitioner  amonxst  several  olhcn 
of  your  subjects  batb  settled  there  and  tired 
for  many  years  under  the  said  Iswes  and 
orders  given  them  and  by  their  industry  built 
hon*cs  for  their  habitation  and  cleansed  the 
wildemesse*  of  the  place,  whereby  to  keep 
Mine  cattle  for  their  sustenance  and  ihe 
support  of  such  of  your  Majesty's  subjects 
aa  come  to  trade  thero  and  have  by  leave  of 
the  former  Gorernors  and  Proprietori  erected 
teTerall  stages  and  Boomet  for  their  winter 
aod  sumver  fisheries  and  support. 

"  They  have  hitherto  liied  your  Maje*t7S 
obedient  sahjecll  oiainlaiiiing  by  their  own 
industry,  theuuelvet  their  wiv<rs  and  their 
children  in  pesce  and  comfort.  Rat  now 
some  of  Tour  Subjects,  pretendii>g  Your 
Majesty's  patent  and  orders  for  the  same, 
coming  over  thi[her,  have  not  only  taken  tha 
honsea  goode  stapes  and  roomes  built  and 
enjoyed  by  Your  Petitioner  and  bis  father  for 
nuny  yeares  last  past,  but  spoils  the  boats, 
keeping,  and  breake  open  Ihe  houses  of  the 
said  JnhabitaulB  at  their  wills  and  pleasures 
contrary  to  the  anlienc  tawes  and  orders  of 
the  said  place,  and  also  to  those  of  common 
tmnumity  and  ihe  freedone  which  all  other 
nations  which  have  settled  in  these  parts 
enjoy. 

«  For  that  the  said  iDbahllsnta  can 
neither  enjoy  the  effects  of  their  own  induslry 
Dor  have  any  secnrity  from  the  invaaion  or 
■poiles  of  their  neighbours. 

May  it  therefore  please  Tour  Majesty 
that  out  of  Yoor  Koyai  Favour,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  command  that  Tor 
the  future  no  such  ontivitcs  be  com- 
mitted, bat  that  Tour  Petitioner  may 
enjoy  such  houses  stages  &c.  an 
have  been  built  aad  enjoyed  by  his 
Father  and  himself  accordicg  to  the 
Mid  antient  Iswes  and  orden  of  (be 

tiace  and  find  security  for  himeeir, 
is  wife  and  fimily  from  such  out- 
rsget  from  lime  to  come. 

And  Tuur  Fetitianer  shall  ever 
pray. 


At  the  Court  at  Whitehall, 

November  7,  ISTS. 
"  Bis  Majesty  it  graciouily  pleased  to 
refer  ihis  Petition  to  the  Rt.  Houble.  The 
Committee  of  the  Coimcil  ftr  Foraigne  Plan- 
tacioDs  to  consider  the  contents  (hereof  and 
take  such  orders  therein  a«  to  their  Honours 
shall  seeme  meeie  fur  the  rdiefe  of  the  Petr. 
Tuoa.  PovKT. 


(S.)  DowHUio'a  Pbtition. 
"  To  the  Rt  Rouble  ye  Lords  of  his  Ma't 's 
moat  Ilonble   Privy    Councell    appointed    a 
Committee  for  Trade  and  Plantations. 

"  The  Humble  Petitiou  of  Johu  DowniDg 
Gent  Inhabitant  of  Newfoundland  Sheweth 

"  That  yoor  Pet'r  did  on  the  eib  day  of 
Nov'r  last  give  in  a  I'eticun  to  his  Matle 
humbly  imploring  his  protection  to  secure 
himself  and  fauiily  from  ye  oulrsKes  under 
which  they  had  suffered,  as  byyesaid  Peticon 
reference  being  had  thereunto  doth  more  at 
large  appeare. 

"  That  his  M""  was  thereupon  graciously 
pleased  on  ye  Tih  Nov'r  to  refer  your  Petr  to 
this  Honourable  Committee  to  lake  such 
orderforhisreleite  as  they  should  think  filt. 
and  that  your  Petr  bath  ever  since  attended  for 
what  redretse  this  Uonble  Hoard  shnll  judge 
meet  for  bim. 

"  That  ye  seasou  of  ye  year  is  now  instant 
wherein  ihipps  bound  for  Newfld  doe  set  forth 
and,  if  he  omit  ye  takeing  of  his  passage  now, 
it  may  tend  to  ye  utter  ruiue  and  nnduing  of 
himsells,  bit  wife  and  family  who  are  still 
remaining  there. 

"  Whereforehemoathumbly  prayes,  (his 
Sonble  Commee  would  be  pleased  to  com- 
miserate hii  condicon  and  take  into  their 
serious  consderacbn  hin  Mat's  said  referenee, 
tbat  your  Petr  may  speedily  obtain  some  relief 
what  in  your  Honor's  great  wisdom  shall  be 
deem'd  filling,  and  soe  may  prosecute  hit 
voyage,  and  lake  care  for  ye  support  of  his 
ruinous  famillT. 

And  he  shall  ever  pray  be 
Endorted : 

Peticon  of   John   Downing    Gent  of 
Newfoundland. 

Reed  2Sth  January  1676  [o.  s.]. 
{Colonial  Papert,  Tfo.  &6,  p.  104.) 


(c.)  DowirtHo's  roRTHiK  PatrnoN. 
To  the  King's  MoBt  Excellent  M"^. 
"  The  further  PetiMu  of  John  Downing 
Inhabitant  of  Newfoundland  Shcweth 

"  Thatthesaid  Inhabitants  till  your M*"" 
happy  reslanracon  had  a  Governor  Ibero  and 
fifty-six  guns  allowed  them  and  ftorts  for 
their  securities  And  that  the  same  were 
maiittained  by  the  six  admiralties  and  impoatt 
of  the  said  place. 

"  That  since  the  praelices  of  the  last 
Patentees,  all  the  same  have  been  neglecleil 
and  decayed  and  the  said  Inhabitants  notiuly 
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oppresMd  by  the  Patentees  (vtio  now  eogro'i 
the  whole  trade  nod  profitt  iind  sdmireltien  tn 
themeelveg)  But  Hls«e  are  left  oaked  aod 
deEencelesR  tn  the  InTasion  of  othen 
eiipecially  the  ffreuch  their  ton  Pntent  neijli- 
boar*  To  redre«ie  which  the  said  Inhabitauts 
<]oe  hambl;  offer,  that  jour  Malie  maj'  be 
pleaded  to  appoint  them  a  Governor  and  a 
milliliter  (o  live  amongBt  them,  and  to  whom 
the  liud  JDhabitBTita  enjoying  tbeit  former 
immniiitles  and  Kntatea  nil!  allow  a  competent 
maintenance  fitt  for  the  lapport  of  uich  em- 
ploymenlE  aod  haTinf^allowod  them  the  tatd 
Competent  number  of  )[unB  will  erect  and 
manitain  ffotta  neRessary  for  the  defence  and 
Mfcly  of  thir  e'd  place  and  Becuritj  of  the 
people,  And  further  to  pay  and  secure  to  jour 
Matie  such  iicposts  and  furlber  ciislome^  ai 
have  been  accustomed  to  be  recelred  by  sueh 
Governour. 

Then-fore  may  it  please  Tout  Matie  to 
consider  Ihe  deplorable  condicon  of  the 
said  inhabitants  and  to  take  such  order 
herein  as  to  yon  seeme  most  meets. 
And  your  Petr  shall  pny  See 
Endorsed  Petn  of  John  Downing 
New  found  [and 
read  in  Councill  Uarch  23rd  1676  [o.  s] 
(^Col.  Papers,  No.  56.) 


in.  Beport  concerning  the  Fishery 
A  Colony  of  Hewf onndland. 

Read  in  Councill  March  28th  1677. 

"  In  obedience  to  H.  Matie's  order  in 
Councill  of  23rd  in^it  &c  &c  have  called 
betbre  them  the  Peln  of  John  Downin/j  ap- 
pearing ou  behalf  of  himself  nud  rest  of 
Colony,  a*  also  several  Gentlemen  of  W. 
Country,  &  Merchts  concerned  in  the  Piahery, 
but  it  was  alleged  hy   siud  GentleuKn   and 


Uerchaots,  that  by  reason  of  the  short  warn- 
ing given  ihem  for  thdrappeanwce,  they  were 
iu  Doe  manner  preyared  to  make  out  their 
preteniioDs  in  (be  vaUdity  of  tbeir  Charter, 
which  the;  did  not  doubt  to  satisfy  them  in, 
if  spare  of  fifteen  days  were  given  them  In 
Bcquiiint  theircorrinpondrnts  in  the  Country 
and  proTide  themselves  with  those  evidence* 
&  demonstrations  of  right  by  wh.  their  patent 
is  supported.  Did  allow  of  soe  reasouab'e  a 
request,  and  did  assign  them  the  lOth  of 
April  ueit,  at  which  ume  propose  to  enter  into 
further  eiamintlion  of  whole  matter  for  final 
settlement.  But  in  meanwhile  least  Planters 
at  present  residing  in  Newfoundland  should 
be  molested  by  Msrs  of  Fisg  Ships  upon 
pretence  of  their  Chirler,  offer  unto  H.  Ui^tie 
that  orders  bee  forthwith  sent  by  a  Ship  calltd 
St.  John's  Merchant,  now  at  Dartmouth, 
unto  admirals  in  Newfoundland,  whereby 
Masters  and  Seamen  may  be  directed  tn 
forbear  any  violence  to  Planters,  upon  pretence 
of  said  Western  Cbartsr  and  suffer  them  to 
inhabit  and  fish  accordiog  to  ussire  ;  provided 
they  do  conform  to  the  rules  of  Charter — and 
inliabilanta  do  likewise  coutJDue  good  corre- 
spondences with  yish*m<n,  until,  H.  Matia 
shall  proceed  to  a  farther  resolation." 

D^UIBT,  ANOLESEr, 

Obmonde,  CiKuei.B, 

CtlAVBN,  BBIDOWITER, 


Council  Chamber 
SS  March  1677. 
"  Which  being  read  iu  Councill— H.M. 
was  pleased  to  order,  iliat  Council  tor  Tnidr 
atid  llBOt'nscaaseotderstobeseiittoadmiraia 
according  to  their  Lordships  advice  in  said 

John  Kiouolak. 
(Co/.  Papers,  iVo.  as.) 
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REIGN  OF  JAMES  II. 

1685-1688. 
The  Revolution. 

R£IGN  OF  WILLIAM  AND  MAR  11 
1688-1694. 
leSf*. — War  between  France  and  Ej^land. 
less.— Bill  of  Bights  pMied.    FrDDtenac  Vijeruy  of  New  France. 


1694.— Di^th  of  Queen  Mary. 

REIGN    OF   WILLIAM  IIL   ALONE. 

1694-1702. 

1694. — Halman'i  defeat  of  the  Fiench  at  Ferrylaod. 

1695.— Considerable  damage  done  bj  eight  French  prirateers  to  the  Engliab  leitieiiieiils. 

1696. — UnsnccesEful  attack  on  St.  John's  bj  Chevalier  Nesmond.  Capture  of  St.  John's 
by  tKIberrille  and  De  Rrouilluu  in  Norember;  desiraciion  of  all  the  seltiemenia 
except  Caibonear  and  Bonavista. 

1697.— Sir  John  Norrii,  with  fleet  and  two  thousand  aoldiers,  sent  oat  to  recover  New- 
foundland ;  found  It  sbimdoned  by  the  French ;  be  built  fort*,  &c.  Treaty  of 
Byswick  left  the  French  in  posaeeeion  of  Ptacenlla.  Colonel  Handyiide  and 
three  hundred  men  ivSt  to  garriion  the  forts ;  two  hundred  and  fourteen  died. 
Board  of  Trade  recommeuded  that  one  thousiind  persons  only  might  be  pennit'ed 
to  remain  on  the  Island  to  conslruct  boats  and  stBgeii  for  drying  fish. 
Bev.  J.  JacksoQ,  with  the  lanction  of  ine  Bishop  of  London,  settled  in  St.  John's. 

1698. — Act  of  William  III.  appointing  fishing  admirsls,  vice-admirala,  and  rear-admbals ; 
no  alien  to  flsh  or  ti^e  bait  j  rooms  built  since  I6BS  that  did  not  belong  to  llltbing 
ahips  made  propMy  of  residents ;  colonial  produce  relieved  of  duty.  Order  on 
81st  March,  establishing  a  permanent  garrison  in  St.  John's  i  Lieutenant  lilbome 
and  sixty  soldiers  and  gunners  winter  in  St.  John's.  Cock  of  Bonavisra's  letter  to 
Colonel  Norris  about  bnghsh  settlements  to  the  northward. 

1899. — Captain  Andrew*,  an  engineer,  in  command  at  St.  John's. 

/    P.S789.  O 
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1700v— CapUln  A.  Holdiworth,  Admiral  of  St.  John'i. 

1701. — Larfte  incresM  of  trade  with  New  England  g  cantinDcd  complsiDti  aeuiut  Hrw 

EngUod  traniporting  fislierTDeD.     S.P.G.  incorporated.    Beport  of  !Mr.  G«orge 

Jerkin  on  the  a&ira  of  the  Colonj. 

The  ehort  period  of  three  yeara  during  which  Jaraea  II.  reigned 
07er  England  is  only  memor&ble  for  the  treaty  made  in  1686  between 
Louis  XIV.  and  the  Englieh  king  for  the  settlement  of  their  respective 
territories  in  America  It  was  not  recognised  by  James'  successor, 
like  his  brother,  the  new  English  monarch  was  the  bumble  dependant 
and  vassal  of  France.  It  shows  how  insecure  was  the  tenure  by  which 
our  enemies  claimed  to  hold  their  [>ortion  of  Newfoundland,  that,  at  the 
commencement  of  this  reign,  Louis  XIV.  requested  permiasion  from 
James  II.  to  hold  Flacentia  and  the  other  portions  of  Newfoundland 
occupied  by  the  French. 

I  cannot  gather  from  the  records  that  there  was  any  great  excitement 
amongst  the  fishing  folk  in  our  Island  over  the  accession  of  the  Duke  of 
York,  and  there  was  certainly  no  lamentation  over  his  downfall.  The 
Colony  was  then  really  more  distant  from  England  than  the  far-off 
islands  of  the  Pacific.  News  was  conveyed  slowly  and  fitfully,  A  few 
of  the  leading  planters,  who  were  Royalists,  and  some  who  were 
Puritans,  may  have  been  moved  about  the  great  events  in  the  mother 
country,  but  to  the  great  bulk  of  the  settlers  and  the  ship  fishermen  it 
was  of  infinitely  less  importance  to  them  than  the  price  of  fish  or  a  good 
"  caplin  school,"  that  came  early  and  lasted  long.  AU  the  old  chroniclers 
declare  that  on  this  movement  of  the  bait  fishes  mninly  depended  the 
success  of  the  year's  fishing  voyage.  Though  the  cod  was  moet  abundant, 
there  were  then,  as  now,  good  and  had  seasons — some  years  abundance 
to  overflowing,  in  others  the  fisherman's  occupation  was  almost  a 
complete  failnre. 

The  following  letter  is  one  out  of  many  illustrations  on  this 
subject : — 

"Eennonae  29  July  1680. 
"  At  Trapasde  first  abipa  hare  220  qtle.  per  boat  and  3  h'da.  of  Traine,  later 
Bbipi  180  to  190  qtlB.  and  2h  h'dii.  of  Traine.  The  Freiirb  mea  that  is  thera  have 
done  250  to  300  from  St.  Shott's.  The  Admirals  of  St.  Maries  and  Gollinet  trere 
at  TrepaMie  last  week,  who  did  inform  ns,  that  at  Placentia  of  36  saile  not  ten 
iihipi  would  be  loadcn  and  St  Mary's  fighiDg  doth  fail  also.  ...  I  dojndge 
there  are  leTerall  of  onr  neighbours  thai  will  sell  their  fish,  if  they  can  attaine,  at 
a  considerable  price." ' 

Prior  to  the  aMession  of  William  III.  in  1688  and  the  declaration  of 
war  there  hod  been  a  long  interval  of  repose.     There  were  raids  by 

'  Becordt, 
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Eogliah  and  Fi-ench  privuteers,  but,  with  one  short  interval,  no  open 
conflict.  On  neither  side  were  there  soldiers  or  men-of-war  to  fight, 
and  the  defences  both  of  St.  John's  and  Flacentia  had  fallen  into 
complete  ruin.  With  the  return  of  the  warlike  Marquis  de  Frontenac 
to  the  Qovemment  of  New  France  in  1689  this  peaceful  stats  of  aflairs 
quickly  came  to  an  end.  The  defences  of  Flacentia  were  thoroughly 
repaired.  Fort  Louis  (now  Castle  Hill)  was  huilt,  the  trading  governor, 
with  his  fishing  boats  and  Government  store,  was  replace  1  by  a  amai't 
young  officer  who  had  served  under  the  great  Luxembourg  and 
campaigned  in  Flanders ;  everywhere 
in  North  America  the  old  order  was 
changed. 

The  Marquis  was  an  admirable 
oi^^iser,  a  brtwe  soldier ;  he  realised 
that  either  France  had  to  destroy  the 
English  colonies,  or  soon  Kew  Eng- 
land would  rout  him  out  of  Canada. 
He  vainly  imagined,  with  his  nine 
thousand  Canadians,  that  he  could 
annihilate  the  two  hundred  thousand 
hardy  and  prosperous  English 
colonists.  At  first  he  had  no  regular 
troops  nor  supplies,  so  he  trained 
militia.  In  Newfoimdland  he  con- 
tented himself  with  sending  French 

privateers  to  harry  our  settlemente.  ,^^^  «n'.J^vi"fb„  ooi.. 

In  1690  the  garrison  of  Chedabuctou, 

in  Acadie,  which  had  made  a  glorious  defence  a^inst  Sir  William 
Fhippfl,  was  sent  to  Flacentia  with  their  gallant  commander,  De 
Montorgueil.  In  1692  De  Bronillon,  afterwarda  the  successful  invader 
of  the  English  settlements,  was  made  Qovemor  of  Flacentia. 

Owing  to  the  continued  attacks  of  French  privateers^  on  the  English 
settlers,  England  determined  to  send  a  powerful  fleet  to  destroy 
Flacentia.  The  command  was  given  to  Commodore  Williams,  with 
three  sixty-gun  ships  and  two  smaller  vessels.  Brown,  in  his  "  History 
of  Cape  Breton,"  says  : — 

"  The  only  det'ences  of  the  place  were  Fort  Lonis,  with  a  garrisoD  of  fifty  men, 
BLtiwted  Tipon  a  rouk  a  handred  feet  in  height  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  narrow 

'  "The FreDch  [in  1695]  did  considerable  ww  barnt  to  prevent  her   railing  into  their 

damap in  Newfoundland,  trhere  moiit  of  the  hands.' — S.CoLUDXB.CWunnu  J{iu(aia,1728, 

Eaf(lUh  Battlements  were  destroyed  by  eight  p.  268. 
luge  privateen,  and  the  Saphirt,  a  fifth  rale. 
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entrance  of  the  Harbour,  and  a  battery  hastily  conBtruoUd  by  Ihe  Goremor, 
M.  de  Broai11o[i,  and  manned  by  Sftilors  from  the  FriTateera  and  Merchant  ships 
in  the  Havbour.  The  Commodore  in  1S92  after  six  hours  bombardment 
ignominiously  retired  having  only  partially  destroyed  a  portion  of  the  works." 

Tlie  admiral  of  the  powi^rful  French  ttquadrou.  Chevalier  (le  Palais, 
seemed  to  have  been  the  counterpart  of  the  English  commodore  ;  whilst 
De  Brouillon  waa  defending  his  beleaguered  little  town,  the  noble 
chevulier  remained  snugly  harboured  in  Sydney. 

It  Ifi  pleasant  to  turn  from  these  contemptible  naval  commanders 

to  the  exploits  of 
our  heroic  mer- 
chant seamen,  who 
on  several  occasions 
f^allantly  defended 
Newfoundland 
from  the  French. 
The  story  of  Hol- 
man's  action  at 
Ferryland  in  1694, 
for  which  the 
Lords  of  the 
Adininilty  gave 
him  a  "  meddall 
and  chayne,"  and 
the  defeat  of  two 
powerful  French 
frigates  of  forty 
and  fifty  guns,  is 
recounts d  in  the 
English  records. 
This  smart  naval 
fiction  would  have 
been  "  unhonourd 
and   unsung,"   but 

l.*ViL   Fllinr  BEIITbE^C   AN   BSQLISH  AVD  A  FBKKCU  HUH  ^'""     ^      Very    prOSaiC 

From  la  UoAian;  Xnut^u^  Fotaffe,,  /r<M-  reason.      The    fol- 

lowing petition 
and  affidavit  for  payment  of  |iowder  expended  in  defending  the  Colony 
alone  have  preserved  it  from  oblivion.' 

'  Holninn's  duim  wn,*   for  *^»5;  £150  the  f  150  for  epoilcd  fish  lo  be  fiaid  if  the 

for  rpoiled  fish,   £12   for  brandy  given   to  Treaeurr  thought  fit.     ItolDian  vaa  probiibly 

e-icouraire  his  meii  in  time  qf  fight,  &o.     Ob  recompeusci)  by  the  Governnienl  giving  him 

t'le   84(h  June   1697,  the   Board  of  Trade  a  contract  tor  freighting  *icluals,  &c.  for  the 

r^eonmended  ;l:i;  pdjmeul  of  £:sii,  and  left  garri«on  in  Newfoundhtnd  this  year. 
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"Account  of  an  action  that  happened  at  the  Harhour  of  Ferrylaud-  in 
Newfonndbnd  on  AogoEit  Slat  16&4 

"  There  being  eight  or  nine  English  ships  in  tlin  said  harbour  ontcbingtish, 
some  English  Prisonera  made  tbeir  escape  ft«m  Placenlia,  came  to  Ferryland  and 
acqaainted  Captcun  William  Hulman  Commander  or  ye  William  and  Mary  galley 
having  loltsra'ofmarqne  and  sixteen  gnns  and  the  rest  of  the  Masters  of  shipd, 
thai  the  French  bad  a  design  to  come  vith  five  ships  of  war,  one  fireship  and  a 
Bomb-ketch  to  deatroj  the  English  fisheTy  all  along  the  coast;  npon  which 
Captain  Holman  proposed  to  bnild  fortifioations  for  defence  of  the  barbonr  which 
h»d  been  twice  before  taken  by  the  French.  He  built  four  Forts  or  Fortifications 
in  less  than  a  month  and  placed  in  them  his  and  other  gnns  to  the  nnmber  of 
thirty  in  all," 

Commander  Charles  Desborow,  RN,,  who  arrived  iit  Ferrj-knd  in 
October  J694,  in  H.M.S-  Virgin  Prize,  tells  us  i — 

"  Holman's  greatest  difficulty  was  to  keep  the  inhabitants  to  tiis  nssistance,  who 
had  got  tbeir  arms  and  were  making  their  tlight  to  the  mountains;  Holman  sent 
a^r  them  and  let  them  know  that  if  they  &t  Hnch  time  did  desert  him  be  would 
certainly  make  division  of  their  fish  amongst  the  seamen  to  eticonrago  them  to 
stand  by  him.  and  not  only  so  but  he  would  biim  and  destroy  all  their  houses ;  npou 
which  seeing  the  defence  Captain  Holman  was  ready  to  make,  they  did  return,  and 
with  his  bravery  and  prudent  manf^emeut,  they  so  battered  the  French  men  of 
war,  that  they,  after  five  hours  fight,  ran  o£E  leaving  their  nnchors  and  cables 
behind  them  and  ye  French  lost  eighty  or  ninety  men  na  we  are  informed  by  somo 
English  prisoners  who  weje  on  board  the  French  ;  which  so  diaoonraged  them  that 
they  gave  over  their  intended  spoile,  which  might  have  mined  the  whole  country 
there  being  then  no  more  men  of  war  to  defend  it"  [Affidavits  sworn  to  by 
Jno.  Cleer,  Val  Carter  and  Richard  Christian.]  ■ 

The  Devonshire  men,  who  had  been  the  staunchest  adherents  of 
Charles  II.  and  James— patrons  and  defenders  of  their  monoix>lies — now 
became  the  equally  devoted  admirers  of  the  Prince  of  Orange.  They 
hoisted  his  flag  and  dmnk  his  benlth  in  New  England  mm,  with  as 
much  noise  and  enthusiaam  an  Ulster  men  of  to-day  commemomte  tlie 
same  "pious  and  immortal  memory." 

Amidst  wars  and  rumours  of  wars  ail  contentions  between  planter 
and  ship  fishermen  were  for  the  time  laid  aside ;  they  had  now  to  figlit 
for  their  lives.  Many  an  attack  was  made  on  them  and  repelled  with 
galliintry. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1696  the  Chevalier  Nesmond,  Commander 
of  a  large  French  fleet,  att:icked  St.  John's.  Two  small  hastily  con- 
structed forts,  one  about  Chain  Rock,  and  the  other  opposite  on  the 
south  side  (Fort  Frederick,  as  it  is  now  called),  defended  the  entrance. 
The  newly  erected  battlements  of  Fort  William  then  crowned  the  hill 
on  the  site  of  the  present  railway  terminus;  West  Country  mariners 
handled  the  guns  and  manned  the  forts,     Nesmond's  powerful  fleet  and 
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his  disciplined  sailors  and  Boldicra  were  completely  rooted  by  the 
inhaliitants  and  the  aQdisciplined  West  Country  crewn.  Wood«t  ships 
in  those  days  had  no  chance  against  well-manned  ftnis,  especially  in 
the  narrow  entrance  to  our  harbour. 

This  first  battle  of  1696  happened  in  the  early  summer.  *  All  throu^ 
-the  season,  news  came  from  Placentia  about  French  preparations,  the 
gathering  of  stores,  the  arrival  of  Canadian  Indians,  under  French 
officers  ;  still  no  precautions  were  taken  to  put  St  John's  in  a  tborougfa 
state  of  defence. 

When  the  Devonshire  ships  left  the  coast  in  August  and  September, 
there  appear  to  have  been  no  men-of-war  stationed  in  Newfoondland. 
The  only  guard  were  the  people  and  their  Governor  Miners — a  planter 
like  themselves — a  brave,  sensible,  determined  man,  elected  to  the  highly 
honourable  and  dangerous  position  for  his  well-recognised  valour. 

It  never  entered  their  mind  tliat  the  French  would  attack  by  land, 
preparations  were  only  made  to  resist  shipping.  We  may  infer  from  the 
French  narrative  of  Baudoin  that  De  Brouillon  had  made  an  attack  on 
St.  John's  about  the  end  of  September  1696,  and  had  been  ignominiously 
repulsed.  Doubtless  the  deluded  English  settlers  thought  that  two 
defeats  in  the  same  summer  would  have  checked  the  French.  They 
little  knew  the  daring  enemies  with  whom  they  had  to  contend. 

To  fully  understand  all  the  horrors  of  this  war  we  must  revert  a 
little  to  the  early  operations  of  De  Frontenac.  These  desultory  attacks 
of  the  French  privateers  on  Newfoimdland  weie  only  preliminary 
skirmishes  in  advance  of  his  great  design  to  destroy  the  English  in 
America.  From  the  date  of  his  second  arrival  in  October  1689,  until 
the  Peace  of  Ryswick  in  1697,  New  England  was  kept  in  perpetual 
terror  by  the  midnight  attacks  of  French  and  Indians.  Shenectady, 
Havei'ill,  ijalnion  Falls,  are  amongst  the  most  memorable  scenes  of  these 
barbarous  massacrea 

In  the  pages  of  Charlevoix,  all  the  incidents  of  these  affrays  aie 
minutely  related  and  gloried  in,  even  to  the  presentment  of  the  English 
scalps  to  the  aristocratic  Kiirquis  de  Frontenac.  The  horrible  cmetties 
and  cowardly  attacks  on  helpless  women  and  children  are  described  by 
the  French  h'storian  as  if  they  were  so  many  glorious  deeds — splendid 
and  honourable  actions.  The  French  Governor  boasted  of  bis  design  to 
destroy  Xew  England,  but  he  prudently  avoided  a  ccnfiict  with  tlio 
powerful  colony.  The  gallantry  of  France  was  displayed  in  minor  attacks 
on  fishing  villages  and  unarmed  settlent. 

Newfoundland  soon  experienced  all  the  horrors  and  barbarities  of  an 
Indian  and  French  invasion.  The  leader  was  the  most  distinguished 
Canadian  naval  oflScer  of  his  nge — the  Nelson  of  the  New  World — 
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Capbun  de  Frt^te,  Pierre  Le  Moyne  Clberville.^  In  the  spring  of 
1696  be  had  received  commaud  from  De  Frontenac  to  destroy  the  English 
settlements  in  NewfouDdlaud. 

The  two  French  men-of-war  under  hia  command  were  the  L'Enviettx 
and  the  Profond,  the  latter  commanded  by  M.  de  Bonaventure.  When 
tliey  arrived  in  Ptaceatia,  on  the  12th  of  September  1696,  they  found 


that  the  Governor,  De  Brouillon,  with  his  men  from  St  Malo,  had  made 
an  attempt  on  St.  John's,  but  had  failed. 

D'IberviUe,  a  Canadian,  well  acquainted  with  the  stealthy  Indian 
Warfare,  proposed  to  attack  the  unguarded  English  Bettlementa  by  lend. 

'  La  Uuine  Dlbcnille  and  bis  brother  «xpeditioiu  to  Hndsoii's  B&j  and  tbe  Minis- 
Biciitill«,  two  of  tb«  mott  Tennrkible  lippi.  Le  Moioe  died  at  Havaanah  a  tew 
Canadiani,  diMia^wbed  themaelTcs  in  French      jean  later  of  fever. 
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De  Brouillon  contended  for  an  attack  by  sea.  There  were  bitter  qoarrels 
between  the  two  leaders.  Bandoin,  the  lUcolIet  Father,  who  waa 
chaplain,  tried  to  reconcile  them.  The  CaoadiaDS  and  Indians  would 
only  follow  DTberville,  and  he  now  threatened  to  go  to  France.  As  a 
final  compromise  D'Iberville  with  his  Canadians  and  Indians  agreed  to 
proceed  against  St.  John's  by  land, '  whilst  De  firouillon's  Malovians 
were  to  make  the  attack  by  sea. 

From  French  sources  we  leam  that  the  Qovemor  had  niae  privar 
teers  belonging  to  St.  Malo,  three  corvettes  and  two  fireships,  and  that 
they  all — Canudians  und  Malovians — embarked  for  St.  John's.  Owing 
to  head  winds  the  expedition  was  a  partial  failure ;  they  bad  to  return 
to  Placentia  for  want  of  provisions,  havinjf  captured  tliirty-one  vessels 
(probably  boats),  and  destroyed  some  fishing  establishments.  Baudoin 
does  not  mention  this  adventure,  and  it  probably  refers  to  De  Broa>Ilon's 
attempt  iilone. 

On  the  1st  of  November  1696  DTberville,  with  his  Frenchmen  and 
Canadian  Indians,  started  to  walk  on  the  ice  up  the  soutli-east  arm  of 
Placentia.  Amongst  the  hybrid  peculation,  half  English,  half  French, 
then  living  there,  no  doubt  they  had  obtained  a  guide  for  the  interior. 
To  carry  provi^ons,  arms,  and  ammunition  across  such  a  country  waa 
a  great  exploit ;  white  men  alone  could  not  havedone  it. 

On  the  10th  November  they  arrived  in  Ferryland,  having  been  for 
two  days  short  of  provisions.  The  Profond  was  anchored  in  Renews. 
All  the  Ferryland  men  had  run  away  to  Bay  Bulls.  On  the  2l8t  they 
started  for  Bay  Bulls  in  boat-t ;  there  was  no  defence,  and  the  French 
captured  a  vessel  of  a  hundred  tons.  On  the  26th,  according  to  Baudoin'a 
narrative,  there  was  a  fight  in  Petty  Harbour  with  the  English 
sealers,  and  thirty-six  of  the  inhabitants  were  slain.  On  the  28th  tho 
French  encountered  a  body  of  the  English  fiom  St.  John's,  numbering 
eighty-eight,  who  were  posted  in  a  burnt  wood,  full  of  rocks,  behind 
which  they  lay  in  ambush. 

The  English  account  of  this  battle  is  that  they  went  out  to  help  tho 
Ptftty  Harboor  men,  and  that  about  a  mile  from  St.  John's  they  en- 
countered the  French  on  the  south  side  hill.  There  were  four  hundi-ed 
French  disciplined  troops,  and  it  speaks  well  for  the  courage  of  the 
plantciB  that  they  fought  against  this  overwhelming  majority  for  half 
an  hour,  and  it  was  only  when  nearly  half  their  uutuber — thirty-four 
men — wei\!  killed  that  they  retired  in  good  order  and  reached  the  fort^ 
The  French  way  nothing  about  their  men-of-war,  but  they  were  duubtleas 
brought  round  to  St  John's. 

The  unfortunate  settlers,  without  atnmunition  or  supplies,  with  no 
military'  forse,  no  military  or  naval  officers  to  direct  the  defence,  were 
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in  a  desperate  strait.  They  held  out  for  three  days,^  and  it  was  only 
after  the  brutal  threats  to  scalp  all  their  prisoners,  in  the  same  manner 
as  they  had  fiendishly  tortured  William  Drew,  that  they  capitulated  on 
articles  of  surrender,  which  the  French  commanders  dishonourably 
evade^l. 

Bsudcin  *  says  that  after  the  skirmish  outside  the  town  the  French 
advanced  and  captured  the  two  small  forta 

"  Seeing  [he  continued]  the  inhabitants  were  abont  to  derend  themaelres  [in 
Fort  William]  we  sent  to  Bay  Bonlle  for  the  mortare  and  bnmba  and  powder.  On 
the  night  ot  the  29th  and  30th  MM.  de  Mins  and  de  Uoutigny  went  with  sixty 
Canadians  to  bum  the  booKes  near  the  Tort.  The  30th,  the  day  of  St.  Andrew,  a 
man  came  from  the  fort  with  a  white  flag,  to  speak  of  inrrender.  Afterwards  the 
tiovemoar  with  fonr  of  the  principal  citizens  came  for  an  interview.  They  won  Id 
not  allow  us  to  enter  the  fort,  lest  we  ahoald  see  the  miserable  plight  to  which  they 
were  reduced.  It  was  agreed  they  eboald  sarrender  on  condition  of  being  allowed 
to  depart  for  England.  The  capitulation  was  brought  iii  writing  to  the  fort,  and 
approTed  of  by  the  principal  citizeos  and  signed  by  the  Grovernour  and  M.  de 
Bronillon."" 

The  barbarous  ti'eatment  of  Drew  will  not  surprise  anyone  who  has 
read  the  heartrending  stories  of  Haverhill,  Seneca  Falls,  or  Shenectady, 
where  the  French,  after  joining  in  the  solemn  rites  of  the  church  the 
night  before,  crept  into  the  villages,  murdered  the  inhabitiints,  and  calmly 
looked  on  whilst  their  Indian  allies  brained  infants  and  slaughtered 
children ;  the  French,  in  fuct,  encouraged  the  Indians  in  their  cruelties. 
A  letter  was  intercepted  from  Costabelle,  Governor  of  Flacentia,  to  the 
Minister,  dated  July  4th,  1711  :— 

"Had  despatohed  more  ofBcere  and  people,  who  knew  all  the  savages,  to  incite 
them  to  defend  and  take  part  of  a  feast  which  they  wonld  have  of  English  flesh  at 
Qnebeo."  * 

■  "  Upon  the  spproach  of  the  French  one  pound  of  bread  per  day  for  esch  person 
the   inhabititnU    of    Si.    John's    fled,    but      for  a  month  sud  all   necesimrLea  convenit^ot 


Ur.   Miners    and  Mr.   Boberu,  with    some  fur  tbe  p:uiiage  and  all  those  that  will  stay 

other  Biodl  men,  retired  to  the  gr>'ale>t  forli-  here  anit  take  tbe  oaih  ot  alleginnce  to  ihe 

fieation  and  kepi  (heir  eroand  for  48  boora  King  of  France  eball  lire  as  Ihej  due  and  go 

withont  any  proTisioDs.      (_The   Foil  Man,  ofl  with  ihem  and  lo  depart  the  Fort  imme- 

Jan.  IS,  1697.)  diately  and  erery  one  to  so  to  bis  own  home 
and  no  man  shall  moleit  them  and  carry  what 

»Badi>oii.'s  MS.  Diorn,  Quebec  laSS.  they  faaTe  with  them  given  under  my  hand." 

BL'BAUJKT. 

And  Ibose  that  will  go 
to  the  Northward  to 
take  pansage  in  what 
"Tbcseare toeerlifjyoii whoarelahaH-      phip   Ibi^   can    ahall 

tanta  of  the  Haibour  of  St.  John's  that  upon      have  a  I'atiiport. 

the  qaiet  surrender,  that  you  shall  have  good  St.  Johns  the  SOth  (30) 

quirter  and  thore  that  will  have  boats  to  go  NoTember  1696." 

in  the  Bay  shall  have  them  to-morrow  and  (fleeorrf*.) 

those  that  will  go  for  ED)|]Mid  shall  have  two  *  Quoted    in    Dbown'b    HUtoTy   of  C, 

ships  to  cany  them  home  and  Ibey  Bhall  have       Breton. 
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HANTS  HAH    FES 


Bandoin  gives  a  very  depreciatory  account  of  the  settlers,  who,  he 
raid,  were  good  shots  but  great  cowards,  so  that  one  hundi-ed  of  them 
would  fly  befom  oue  Frenchman. 

"  They  have  not  [he  saje]  a  aingle  minister  of  religion  in  these  establishmentd, 
tbongh  more  than  twenty  of  them  are  larRer  Bettlementa  than  Plaoentia,  They  do 
not  know  whaS  religion  they  belong  to.  The  greater  part  of  Ihem,  bom  in  tbia 
country,  have  nerer  received  any  instraction,  and  never  make  any  act  of  religion, 
no  inoi«  than  mere  savages.  DmnkenneES  and  impurity  are  common  and  pnblio 
among  them,  oven  among  the  women.  It  is  impossible  to  imagine  anything  more 
abominable  than  the  life  led  by  tha  English  on  these  coasts ;  they  are  left  altogether 
without  tha  Boocom-  of  religion  and  are  degenerated  into  a  race  almost  worst  than 
savages.  Crime  of  the  most  loathsome  nature  is  quite  pnblio  among  tbem;  they 
eadeatxnired  even  to  entice  oar  men  to  evil." 

To  anjone  acquainted  with  the  morals— especially  the  military 
morals— of  that  age,  the  idea  of  French  soldiem,  the  most  dissolute  set 

of  ruffians  in  Europe, 
OLOPtflLiCAN/  _Stl.'  being    led   from    the 

path  of  innocence 
by  our  poor  houeat 
settlers'  wives  and 
daughters  is  simply 
incredible. 

This  bloodthirsty 
little  Recollet  Fiither 
cursing  his  enemies 
and  exulting  over  the 
slaughter,  ruin,  and 
spoliation  of  the 
unfortunate  Xew- 
foundland  settlers  is 
quite  in  the  spirit— 
the  cruel  barharous 
temper — of  the  age, 
which  made  the  New 
England  divines  hang 
Quakers  and  wit- 
nessed the  Reverend  Cotton  Mather  on  horseback  superintending  with 
fiery  religious  zeal  the  judicial  murder  of  witches. 

The  victims  of  a  hundred  years  of  calumny,  our  self-reliant  settlers, 
constantly  petitioning  for  a  eetlled  government  and  a  minister,  stand 
out  in  contrast  to  the  rough  ship  fishermen  ;  they  constantly  succoured ' 


:dt>vGoogle 


BAUDOIN'S  DIABT.  219 

shipwrecked  Bailors,  and  nursed  them  through  sicluiesses.  There  was 
a  baser  element  among  them,  aa  in  all  commanitie!<,  subject  as  they 
were  for  many  months  to  the  incursion  of  ten  to  twenty  thoosand 
fishermen,  many  of  tbem  steeped  in  the  wickedness  cf  the  great  ports 
of  the  Old  World ;  in  the  hurry  to  be  rich  during  the  short  season  by 
supplying  mm  to  those  unruly  crowds,  some  in  the  larger  settlements, 
like  St  Jolin's,  were  occasioiially  wild  and  lawless.^ 

The  long  and  very  interesting  diaiy  of  Baudcin  is  an  important 
contribution  to  our  local  hititory  ;*  he  givex  a  graphic  account  of  thei 
expedition,  a  description  of  all  the  various 
English  settlements  around  Conception  Bay 
and  on  the  east  coast;  he  tells  us  of  the 
comtbrtable  homes  of  the  settlers,  their  stocks 
of  cattle,  horses,  &c,  the  hirge  mercantile 
establishments  in  St  John's,  Carhonear,  and 
Harbour  Grace.  Several  extncts  fiom  this 
diary  will  be  found  in  the  Notes,  it  is  much 
too  long  to  quote  in  full. 

A  ciitical  examination  shows  that  many 
of  the  ehapliiin'a  statements  are  incorrect. 
We  must  remember  that,  in  accordance 
with  French  u=age — of  whiih  many  amusing 
instances  are  given  by  Parkman — Baudoin 
was  a  spy  on  his  superior  ofFc^rs — 
De  Brouillon  and  D'Ib«-rville.  Every  official 
was  encouraged  to  make  these  kind  of 
reports,  so  the  chaplain  recounts,  with  avidity, 
to  "  Sa  Grandeur  " — evidently  thn  head  of 
his  order — the  misdeeds  of  De  Brauillon.  his 
qnanvls,  and  his  avarice,  whilst  everything 
irood  is  s^d  of  his  own  captain — D'Iberville. 

S  •  Frvm  Winnrr"!  }f,  «  C,  B.  n/ 

What  makes  one  doubt  the  truthfulness  Ammea. 

of  this  diary  is,  first,  it  is  the  story  of  a 

spy ;  secondly,  the  absence  of  a  list  of  the  French  killed  and 
wounded.  Our  settlers  were  splendid  shots;  if  bo  many  English 
were  killed  in  these  first  encounters,  the  French  most  have  equally 
suffered,  yet  all  tfaeir  li  ss  is  put  down  at  one  man  killed.     Baudoin 'a 

'  Cmpttln    TiTenor,    a     Ifewfoundlird  *  The  maouicript  in  French  was  lent  lu 

■kipper,  reported   in  1711  that  the   English  me  br  Biibop  Howle;^,  and  ha»  been  caiefnllj 

fre^tera   and   •kippari    from    Spain   and  tranxtnted  by  my   friend,  Madame  Biballier 

Pottogal  refuted  lo  *ell  salt  (o  the  ptantert  dea  Isles.    Cbarlevoix  u*ed  it,  almost  word 

tmless  the;  took  ^so  a  certain  qoanlity  cf  for  word,  for  bis  desciiption   of  this  caui- 

wine  and  ppiriti.  psign. 
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explaoation  about  the  inforiority  of  the  ElngliBh  guns,  and  the  superior 
akill  of  the  Canadian  Indians  in  bush  fighting,  admitting  it  all  to  be 
true,  would  not  account  for  the  tremendous  disparity  between  the  losses 
on  both  sides.  Mr.  Christopher  Pollard  petitioned  in  1697  that  the 
planters  from  Newfoundland  should  be  sent  back  to  take  part  in  tha 
war,  because  they  were  such  good  shots,  and  accustomed  to  camping  out 
in  the  winter.  He  said  the  regular  soldiers  would  not  be  able  to  tight 
successfully  against  the  Canadians  and  Indians. 

As  to  the  accusation  of  cowardice  he  makes  agfuost  the  Newfound- 
landers, his  own  accoimt  of  the  sally  of  the  Ivave  eighty-eight  men  to 
defend  their  brothers  in  Petty  Harbour  is  an  eloquent  reply  to  this 
charge.  Every  movement  of  the  French  was  watched  by  our  people, 
the  little  garrison  knew  all  about  the  large  force  of  disciplined  soldieis 
they  had  to  contend  with,  yet  these  gnllatit  civilians  threw  themselves 
into  the  breach — like  the  immortal  three  hundred  Greeks — to  die  in 
defence  of  their  country.  Talk  about  cowardice  !  Colonial  history  has 
seldom  recoivled  a  more  heroic  action  than  the  battle  of  this  dauntless 
handful  of  fishermen  against  their  four  hundred  foes. 

After  all,  the  gasconading  chaplain  admits  that  his  brave  French 
never  made  any  serious  attempt  to  attack  a  real  fortification  like 
Carbonear.  AH  their  heroic  exploits  were  assaulte  on  poor  fishermen, 
helpless  women,  and  children — the  burning  of  their  houses,  and  the 
plunder  and  pillage  of  their  goods.  One  regrets,  for  the  honour  of  such 
a  distinguished  Canadian  as  D'Iberville,  that  he  acted  in  bad  faith,  both 
at  the  surrender  of  St.  Jolin's  and  in  the  attempted  exchange  of 
prisoners  at  Carbonear  Island.  The  march  through  the  country  in 
winter  was  a  great  military  feat  j  but  after  the  capture  of  St.  John's, 
their  exploits  during  the  rest  of  the  campaign  were  simply  acts  of 
barbarity,  worthy  of  the  savage  Abenaquiu ;  certainly  they  added  no 
fresh  laurels  to  the  great  military  glories  of  France. 

The  French,  after  their  various  raids  between  lfi96  and  1713, 
never  remnined  in  possession  of  any  part  of  the  English  settlements. 
They  simply  swooped  down  on  the  peaceful  English  settlements  like 
birds  of  prey,  harried  them,  and  then  flew  away  to  their  nests  in 
Placcniia. 

Their  officers  and  troops  were  paid  out  of  the  booty  taken.  These 
expeditions  partook  more  of  the  nature  of  a  freebooting  expedition 
than  a  definite  scheme  of  conquest.  The  rich  English  settlements,  of 
which,  Cliarlevoix  said,  the  meanest  was  better  than  Placentia,'  otfered  a 
tempting  bait — a  suitable  opportunity  of  employing  restless  Canadians 

'  3he*'b  Charieroix. 
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and  Indian  braves  during  the  winter ;  they  always  retired  before  the 
advent  of  the  English  fishing  fleet.' 

During  the  wars  of  this  reign,  especially  in  the  French  expedition 
under  D'Iberville,  tremendous  losses  were  inflicted  on  the  English 
in  Newfoundland.  In  a 
peiition  to  King  William 
the  damage  to  the  little 
Devonshire  town  of  Bide- 
ford  alone  is  estimated 
at  £24,700;  the  planters' 
lose  at  Ferryland  is  put 
down  at  £12,000.  The 
greatest  sufferers  of  all 
were  the  unfortunate  in- 
habitants of  St.  John's. 
Accounts  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  11.  show  the  sub- 
stantial character  of  the 
settlent'  houses,  their 
wealth,  their  large  stores, 

shops,  and  extensive  fishing  | 

establishments.      In     this  S 

generation  we  have  twice  ^ 

seen  our  f«r  city  reduced 
to  a  heap  of  ashea  Some 
of  us  can  remember  all 
the  horrors  and  miseries 
of  that  terrible  night  of 
June  1846,  when  thousands 
of  poor  forlorn  families 
were  huddled  together 
without  shelter,  food,  or 
clothing.  The  night  of 
the  fire  of  '46  wus  a 
terrible  time  of  calamity, 
but  its  miseries  were  a^ 
nothing  compared  to  the 
sufierings   of   the  inhabi- 

tante  of  St.  John's  in  the  bitter  winter  weather  of   1696.      By  the 
invasion  and  destruction  of  St.  John's  they  were  not  only  made  homeless 
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and  beggars,  they  were  hanished  from  the  land  they  loved  so  dearly ; 
maDy  of  them  had  seen  their  brothern,  bods,  husbands,  and  lovers,  who 
had  sallied  out  so  boldly  on  that  froaty  November  morning  to  assist  the 
men  of  Petty  Harbour,  brought  back  to  them  dead  and  mutilated  by 
the  savage  allies  of  the  French  ;  to  crown  all  the  anguish  of  this  terrible 
time,  they  were  crowded  together  in  one  small  vessel,  two  hundred  and 
twenty-four  men,  women,  and  cliildren.  The  horrors  of  that  awful 
winter  passage  no  pen  can  describe.' 

This  total  destruction  of  the  Newfoundland  settlements  by  the 
French  in  1697  caused  great  excitement  and  alarm  in  New  England  *  and 
Virginia.  King  William's  Government  was  at  length  aroused  to  action. 
There  was  tremendous  indignation  in  England  against  the  Ministry  for 
the  loss  of  Newfoundland,  and  their  neglect  to  send  a  naval  and  military 
force  to  defend  the  Island.  When  it  was  too  late,  and  the  whole 
English  Colony  aud  their  possessions  had  been  swept  away  from  the  face 
of  the  earth,  a  large  squadron,  under  Admii-al  Norris,  and  no  less  than 
fifteen  hundred  soldiers  —  two  regiments,  one  from  Ireland,  under 
Colonel  Gibson — were  sent  out  (1697)  to  recapture  Newfoundland.' 
They  found  St.  John's  completely  abandoned.  The  French  had  burnt, 
pillaged,  and  destroyed  everything  movable  and  immovable  in  the  <mce 
flourishing  settlemeat.  There  was  not  a  solitary  building  lefl  Btanding, 
all  the  forts  were  razed  to  the  ground ;  literally,  there  was  not  one 
stone  left  upon  another,* 


'  The  followinnentry  onthe  coTuTof  Ihe 
ptuith  regis (er  of  the  old  church  ofCofflui- 
well  describes  these  eveDtg  in  rimple,  but 
pathetic,  language.  It  wai  extracted  for  me 
b;  the  late  Hou.  S.  Sendell  :— 

"The  18th  NovemberI69fl.  -St.  John's 
in  the  Neirfoondland  waa  taken  bj  (he  French 
and  je  lodiang,  and  mauj  men  wen  killed. 
They  in  tha  Fort  yielded  upon  articles,  and 
had  of  the  French  a  ship  to  bring  them  home 
to  England.  Thef  came  out  of  the  ship  S24 
souls.  Elias  Bickford  cbiih;  home  Ihe  loth  of 
January  -,  the  ship  came  to  Dartmoutb. 

John  Bickford,  Parish  Cleik." 

'  BoTtl  LeTTBB   SBItl   TO   TflR   GoVERKOUB 

OF  HAesACHdSBm  Bit. 

S«  March  1S97. 

Itelative  to  the  capture  of  St.  John's  by 
the  French,  the  Govemour  is  Tequir<^  to  send 
ships  and  Itind  forces  aa  may  be  spared  and 
provisions  to  Join  the  Boyal  ships  between 
Cape  Uace  and  Cape  Bonavista.  The  letter 
■ays  more  particnlarty  that  the  Colony  of  Kcir 
England  is  concerned  in  recoTeilDg  wbat  has 
been  kiel  in  Newfoundland. 

'  The  "  Life  of  Capiuin  Stephen  Martin," 
by  Clements  B.  Uarkham,  contains  a  full 
account  of  this  expedition. 


The  first  resident  on  this  small  island  in 
Conception  Bay  waa  John  Earle,  a  Weit 
Countryman.  He  waa  a  very  smart,  well 
educated  young  man ;  just  of  age  in  1SII8, 
when  he  married  in  Harbour  Graoe  Fanny 
Garlund,  sistvr  of  the  weU^tnown  Jnstioe 
Oarland  )  a  Mr.  Finseai  and  a  Mr.  Lilly 
married  other  sisters  of  Mr.  Garland.  The 
French  attacked  Little  Belle  Isle  srith  two 
barges  full  of  soldient.  John  Earle  had 
cannon  upon  the  cliff;  he  sank  one  bsuve 
with  a  shot,  and  the  other  then  rowed  off) 
lie  had  scarecrows  dressed  up  as  men  on  the 
top  of  the  cliff  to  make  the  enemy  belieire  be 
had  a  large  force,  hsrie  used  to  tell  of  the 
high  prices  in 'hose  days;  Garland,  ofTrioity, 
as  a  ^rour  to  a  relation,  sold  him  one  spring 
oite  cwt.  and  a  half  of  flonr  tbr  £S  st'g.,  and  one 
hb'd.  of  salt  for  £2.  John  Earle  lived  sod 
died  and  was  buried  on  Little  Belle  Isle.  One 
of  his  sons,  William,  lived  in  Juggler's  Cove, 
Bay  BobeiU,  attd  ^ed  there  of  tmall  pos 
in  1777.  The  other  son,  John,  lived  In  Por- 
tugal Cove,  and  is  mentioned  in  the  census 
of  1794-5.  There  are  numeroiw  deseeodauts 
of  both  branches.  The  family  bihle  of  the  first 
John  Earie's  wife  ii  in  the  St.  John's  Muaeum, 
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The  soldiera  were  set  to  work  at  once,  and  a  new  Fort  William  was 
erected  upon  the  old  site  nnder  the  direction  of  a  Mr.  Richards,  an 
engineer.    Not  much  was  done  the  first  year  heyond  erecting  the 
pftlieade,  but  between  1698  and  1708  the  ramparts  were  fnced  with 
brick  and  bomb-proof  parapetd,  and  powder-magazines  and  snbstantial 
barracks  erected.    An   additional  fort — Fort  George — was  made  below 
for  the  towii8pc<^le,  and  connected  by  a  subway  with  Fort  Willinm. 
All  the  work  about  Fort  William  is  the  labour  of  English  hands,  com- 
menced anew  in  1697,  with  considerable  additions  made  from  time  to 
time  by  English  engineers.     The  French  were  never  in  possession  of  the 
present  fort  except  from  Jnne  to  September  1762.     It  appears  to  have 
been    only  partially   destroyed   in    1708   by   St.    Ovide,    as   we   find 
Governor  Collins  mentioning  the  fort  in  1709  as  still  in  existence.    Two 
snbetantial  batteries  were  also  built  between  1697  and  1704  on  the  site 
of  the    earthworks  of  Captain  Martin — the    Cliain  Rock  end  Fort 
Frederick  batteries  of  our  days.     So  strong  were  the  sea  defences   of 
St.  John's  that  it  resisted   all  the 
attacks  of  the  Fiench  ships.    D'lber- 
ville,  with  true  military  genius,  was 
the  first  to  discover  that  our  capital 
— well-nigh    impregnable  by  sea — 
could    be    easily    captured    in    the 
winter  by  land. 

The  movements  of  the  naval 
and  military  forces  were  very  much 
hampered  by  being  under  separate 
commands,  and  required  to  call 
councils  of  war.  Admiral  Norris 
next  year  had  supreme  control  as 
Governor  for  the  time  being.  As 
a  result,  there  was  much  indecision. 
iBiL  a  BMs  When  Nesmond's  fleet  was  reported, 

in  Augfust,  to  be  outside  the  harbour, 

from  an  tn/rratrlnt  after  Burford,  °  _ 

instead  of  going  out  to  engage  it, 
an  extra  cable  was  put  across  the  harbour,  Bo  that  the  two  imposing 
expeditiOT-a  sent  out  by  France  and  England  returned  home  without 
having  exchanged  a  blow.  Norris's  conduct  of  the  war  is  severely 
censured  by  Burnet. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Handyside  and  three  hundred  men  were  left 
at  SL  John's  for  the  winter,  but  the  buildings  were  so  badly 
built,   the   winter   so   severe,   and   provisions   so  scarce   (a  ship  from 
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New  England  having  failed   to   reach   them),  that   two  hundred  and 
fuurteeii  died. 

On  the  Slst  of  March  the  Privy  Council  had  decided  to  atatioa  a 
permanent  garrison  at  St.  John's,  to  improve  the  fortifications,  and  erect 
a  boom  across  the  harbour.     The  Hoard  of  Ordnance  did  not  cany  out 
this  last  order ;  in  fact,  they  objected  to  do  anything  for  the  Colony, 
claiming  that  the  expense  should  be  borne  by  the  settlers,  like  the  other 
plantations.      Lieutenant    Lilbome,  with  sixty   soldiers   and  gunners, 
leimuned  through  the  winter,  and  in  1699  a  Captain  Andrews  seems  to 
have  been  in  command.     Ten 
recruits  sent  out  from  England 
this  year  were  returned  as  not 
being    required,    so    we    may 
conclude  that  the  fortifications 
were  complete,  and  were  con- 
sidered  to   be  practically  im- 
pregnable. 

The  reign  of  WiUiam  III, 

the     first    real    constitutional 

sovereign  of  England,  has  been 

drawn  for  us  by  Macaulay  in  a 

history  which,  despite   all  its 

faults   and    its   grievous   mis- 

stiitemeats,  ever  will   remain 

an  imperishable  monument  to 

the  character  of  this  illustrious 

warrior    and     statesman — the 

EiiouBH  BOLDiHBHis  1710.  uobUst   history  in  the  world. 

Prom  Winmr'i  !f.  *  c.H.  n/ Amtriet.  William    was    the    hereditary 

enemy  of  France.     Under  bis 

firm  rule  England  threw  off  the  galling  yoke  of  subserviency  to  the 

arrogant  Louis,  which  had  been  boroe  by  Charles  and  James. 

All  tlie  pretensions  of  the  French  in  the  Colony  were  sternly 
ignored.  The  king  declared  that  no  alien  or  stranger  shall  fish  or  take 
biut  in  Newfoundland,  and  in  hb  first  declaration  of  war  against  the 
French  he  sets  forth :— • 

"ItwftBnot  long  since  tto  Frenct  took  license  from  the  Governor  of  New- 
foundland to  flab  upon  the  coast  and  paid  a  tribnto  for  Buch  licenses  as  an 
ooknowledgement  of  the  sole  right  of  the  Crown  nf  England  to  that  Island;  bat 
of  lat«  the  encroftcbtneDts  of  the  French  on  his  Majesty's  subjects  trading  and 
fishing  there  bad  been  more  like  the  invaeiona  of  sn  enemj  than  becoming  friends, 
who  eiyoyed  the  advontAges  of  that  trade  only  by  pemtiseion." 
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This  is  a  plain  and  clear  Btatement  of  tlie  English  dominion  over  the 
island.  Unfortunately,  William  was  too  much  occupied  defending 
Holland  to  give  his  brave  words  effect  until  the  terrible  dlsaater  of 
1696-7.  After  the  Peace  of  Ryswlck,  which  left  France  in  possesHiou 
of  all  her  territory  in  America,  including  part  of  Newfoundland,  no 
great  effort  wns  made  to  drive  the  French  out  of  Newfoundland. 

On  the  9tli  December  1698,  in  his  speech  from  the  throne, 
King  William  recommended  Parliament  "  to  employ  their  thoughts 
about  some  good  BilLi  for  the  advxncement  of  trade,  they  were  enjoyned 
to  tnke  the  state  of  the  Newfoundland  fishery  into  their  consideration  "; 
and  in  order  to  restore  good  government  and  to  prevent  contentions 
and  disorders  for  the  future,  an  Act  was  passed  entitled  "  An  Act  to 
entourage  the  Trade  to  Keivfouitdland."  At  this  distance  of  time  we 
c:innot  understand  how  any  intelligent  Minister  could  have  propounded 
such  a  Bill ;  but  William's  Qovemment  was  notoriously  corrupt.  It  is 
only  through  the  strong  influence  of  Devonshire  and  bribery  that  we 
can  explain  the  passage  of  such  a  measure, 

In  the  first  section  of  the  Act  the  right  of  England  to  the 
Colony  was  clearly  set  forth.  No  alien  or  stranger  whatsoever  was  to 
take  bait  or  fish  there.  It  was  a  re-assertion  of  our  claim  to  the  whole 
island,  bat  King  William's  Government  never  gave  it  any  practical 
effect 

The  only  reasonable  provision  in  the  Act  was  the  seventh  clause, 
which  gave  a  title  "  to  all  persons  who  have  built  houses  stages  &c. 
since  1685  that  did  not  belong  to  fishing  ships  they  to  occupy  and 
enjoy  the  same." 

The  absurdity  and  monstrosity  of  the  scheme  which  was  arranged 
for  the  interest  of  the  West  Countrymen  lay  in  the  surrender  of  the 
entire  control  of  the  Colony,  including  the  administration  of  justice,  into 
the  rude  hands  of  a  set  of  ignorant  skippers,  who  were  so  illiterate,  that 
out  of  the  whole  body  of  these  marine  justiciaries,  only  four  could  be 
found  able  to  sign  their  names. 

There  is  one  very  singular  feature  about  the  Act  of  William  III, 
The  statute  is  entirely  declaratory  and  directory  ;  there  is  not  a  single 
penal  clause  in  it  from  beginning  to  end,  nor  is  any  compulsory  jurisdic- 
tion, ^vea  to  any  authority  acting  under  it.  The  framers  of  the  Act 
had  evidently  very  little  con6dence  in  fishing  admirals,  vice-admirals, 
and  rear-admirals,  for  they  virtually  gave  them  no  power  to  compel 
anyone  to  obey  their  edicts;  all  the  technical  words  used  to  constitute 
a  court  have  been  very  carefully  omitted  from  this  remarkable  statute. 
Charles'  Star  Chamber  Rules  contained  penalties  for  certain  offences, 
/  p.s7a».  P 
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here  there  were  none — every  punishment  inflicted  by  a  fishing  sdtniral 
vaa,  therefore,  wholly  illegal. 

Besides  the  admirals,  there  were  other  functionaries  with  still  more 
high'BOundiiig  titles.  We  read  in  the  records  of  the  violent  acts  of 
Ford,  the  "  Ooveraor  of  Petty  Harbour,"  and  the  truculent  humouts 
of  the  "  King  of  Quiddy  Vitty."  ' 

I  will  try  and  describe  the  fishing  admiral,  as  he  appeared  to  our 
ancestors,  clothed,  not  la  the  dignity  of  office,  not  in  the  flowing 
judicial  robes,  not  in  the  simyde  and  sober  black  of  the  police  magistrate, 
but  in  his  oi-dinaty  bl»e  flushing  jacket  -  and  trousers,  economically 
besmeared  with  pitch,  tar,  and  tish  slime,  his  bead  adorned  with  an 
old  senlskin  cap,  robbed  from  an  Tndian,  or  bartered  for  a  glass  of  mm 
and  a  stick  of  tobacco.  (The  sacred  temple  of  law  and  equity  was  a 
fish  store,  the  jiidjrial  Bsat  an  inverted  butter  £j^un.  Justice  was 
freely  dispensed  to  the  suitor  who  pnid  the  most  for  it  In  the  absence 
of  a  higher  bribe,  his  worship's  decision  was  often  &vourably  aflected 
by  the  judicious  presentation  of  a  few  New  England  apples. 

The  litigant  who  commenced  his  case  with  the  production  of  a 
flowing  bowl  of  calabogua '  captivated  the  judici^  mind  most 
eflectnally.  Sometimes,  alas !  the  dignity  of  the  Bench  was  diminibhed 
by  the  sudden  fall  of  the  CouH  prostrate  on  the  floor,  overcome  by  the 
too  potent  eflects  of  new  rum  and  spruce  beer. 

The  fishing  admirals  were  not  satisfied  with  the  powers  conferred 
upon  them.  The  Western  adventurers  petitioned  to  allow  them  to 
appoint  deputies  to  exercise  their  duties  ;  this  was  sternly  refused. 
Time  would  fail  to  recount  all  the  enormities  and  barbarities  of 
these  ignorant  vulgar  tyrants.  They  displaced  the  rightful  owners 
of  room,  seizing  them  either  for  themselves  or  their  friends  ;  they 
fined,  triangled,'  and  whipped  at  their  pleasure  every  unfortunate 
wretch  who  earned  their  displeasure,  and  against  whom  some 
trumped-up  charge  could  be  made  out. 

They  always  put  off  hearing  any  cases  until  August.  Invariably 
they  tried  their  own  causes  fiitst.  Chief  Justice  Brady,  on  his  first 
visit  to  a  Western  outport,  found,  to  his  astonishment,  that  the  agent 
of  the  great  English  house  in  the  place  had  sat  on  the  Bench  and 
given  a  number  of  judgments  in  favour  of  his  own  firm.  "  How  dare 
you,  sir,  commit  such  a  perversion  of  justice  ? "   said   the  indignant 

■  Th«  oldest  ship  fiahentun  in  each  toast :  "  The  Pope  and  ten  dollars "  (meaning 
harbour  was  called  the  "  king."  ten  dollars  t  quintal  for  fiab). 

'  Mt.  Pearce,  of  TwiUinpite,  who  died  not 

1  Calabogug  was  a  favourite  drink  with  long  ago,  remembered  as  a  boy  eeeing  a  maa 
the  Admimlii.  It  nas  composed  of  mm,  Iriangled — lied  b;  the  ontstretehed  arini — 
moIasMB,  and  spruce  beer.    Their  principHl      and  whipped  b;  order  of  a  fishing  admiral. 
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Chief.  "  Well,"  said  the  a^nt,  quite  unabashed,  "  I  must  be  a  pretty 
sort  of  a  vole  of  a  judge  if  I  oould  not  do  justice  to  myself."  This 
remarkable  Justice  rejoiced  in  the  name  of  "  the  Lord  High 
Hadmiral." 

The  most  celebrated  of  the  fishing  admiralB — Commander-iD-Chief 
and  Generalissimo  of  the  West  Country  adventurers  in  1700 — was 
Captun  Arthur  Holdsworth,  Admiral  of  the  Harbour  of  St  JoLn's. 
The  old  Devonshire  family  of  the  Holdsworths  of  Dartmouth  are 
closely  connected  with  our  history.  Cromwell  consulted  a  Mr.  Holds- 
worth  (or  Oldsworth) — probably  this  Captain  Arthur's  father— about 
the  afTaira  of  the  Colony,  A  later  descendant — also  Arthur  Holdsworth 
— was  Governor  of  Dartmouth  Castle,  probably  a  grandson  of  Admiral 


a  draieing  bt  iha  Bo*.  <md  Btv.  W.  Ora, 


Holdsworth.  He  was  the  last  member  of  the  old  family  who  took  any 
personal  share  in  our  trade.  He  built  the  large  stone  house  still 
existing  id  Ferryland,  occupied  by  Mr,  Morey.     The  late  Mr,  White 
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An  old  resident,  distinctly  remembered  tbe  Governor  of  Dartmouth 
Castle — a  very  tall,  powerful  man.  The  family  is  still  in  existence,  and 
own  lar^  property  in  St.  John's  (Holdsworth  Street,  &c.).  Both  the 
Brookings  and  the  Studdys  are  connected  with  the  Holdsworth  family. 
Mr,  Brooking,  who  managed  their  firm's  affairs  in  Newfoundland 
in  our  own  time,  was  called  Thomas  Holdsworth. 

In  1701  the  English  Government  sent  out  Mr.  Lavkia,  a  barrister, 
to  draw  up  a  confidential  report  on  all  the  English  North  American 
colonies.  In  his  report  on  Newfoundland  he  shows  how  tbe  West 
Coimtry  men  worked  this  Act  of  William  III.  to  their  own  advantage. 
In  1701  he  says,  writing  ti-oin  St.  John's : — 

"  The  tben  admiral  of  this  B^irbonr,  Captain  Arthur  EoldflirOTth,  brought  over 
troia  England  this  fishing  season  236  paasengers  all  or  great  part  of  which  were 
bfe  boat  keepers  and  they  were  brought,  nnditr  a  pretence  of  being  freighters 
aboard  bis  ship,  thongh  it  was  on);  for  some  few  provision b  for  their  necessary 
use.  These  persons  he  had  pat  and  coatinned  in  the  mo«t  convenient  stages  in  the 
Harbour  which  all  along  sinoe  the  jesr  1S85  had  belonged  to  fishing  ships, 
insomnoh  that  Beveral  masters  of  fishing  vessels  had  been  obliged  to  hire  rooms  of 
the  Planters. 

"These  bye  boat  keepers,"  sajs  Mr.  Larkin,  "  were  most  of  them  able  fisher- 
men and  there  was  not  one  fresh  man  or  green  man  amongst  them  as  tbe  Act 

S[r.  Larkin  goes  on  to  state  : — 

"That  Captain  Arthur  Holdsworth  and  one  or  two  more  who  constantly  used 
the  fishery,  made  it  their  bnainesa  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  rido  from  one 
mnrket  loivn  to  another  in  the  West  of  England  on  purpose  to  get  passengers, 
with  whom  thej  made  an  agreement,  that  in  case  they  should  happen  to  be 
Admirals  of  any  of  the  Harbours  [The  first,  second,  or  third  to  arrive  in  the 
Harbour]  they  would  pnt  and  continue  Ur.  Holdsworth  and  such  persons  as  he 
approved  of  in  fishing  ships  rooms. 

"  This,"  aajs  Mr.  Larkib,  "  was  very  great  abuse  and  discouragement  to  tbe 
other  Adventurers  ;  besides,  these  bye  boat  keepers  could  afford  to  sell  their  flsk 
cheaper  than  the  Adventurera,  which  mnst  lessen  the  nnmber  of  fishing  ships." 

In  the  last  year  of  King  William's  reign  the  great  English 
Missionary  Society,  which  has  done  and  is  still  doing  so  much  to 
sustain  the  Church  of  England  in  this  Colony,  was  founded  and 
incorporated  as  "  The  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in 
Foreign  Parts,"  under  a  Royal  Charter,  dated  the  16th  June  1701. 
ITiere  had  been  previously  several  abortive  attempts  to  establish  a 
similar  scheme.  I^aud  bad  proposed  one  to  Charles.  Cromwell  planned 
an  institution  for  all  Protestnnt  churches  that  was  to  rival  the  great 
Propaganda  of  Borne,  but  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century 
the  Church  of  England  bad  not  properly  fulfilled  the  Divine  command 
to  go  forth  and  preach  the  gospel  to  all  nations.     Since  then  she  has 
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nobly  recleemed  her  early  neglect  of  luiBsions.  Rome  had  her 
enthusiastic  mi^ionaries,  especially  a  devoted  band  of  Jesuits,  braving 
nil  dangers,  and  bearing  the  mes.sage  of  the  Cross  to  many  lands  long 
before  the  English  Church  biid  a  single  labourer  in  the  field.  There 
is,  however,  no  record  of  any  Koman  Catholic  priest  living  in  tiie 
English  settlements  during  this  or  the  two  succeeding  reigns,  unless 
Gowling,  mentioned  by  Koope,  was  a  resident  of  St.  John's. 

To  the  venerable  English  society,  Newfoundland  is  indebted  for  the 
first  resident  elei^man,  the  Rev.  John  Jackson.  He  had  been  chaplain 
of  one  of  the  men-of-war  that  caoie  with  Sir  Joha  Norris'  expedition 
in  1697,  and  had  resided  in  St.  John's  and  ministered  to  a  congregation, 
and  a  small  church  had  beea  built  close  to  Fort  William,  several  years 
before  the  first  grant  was  made  by  the  S.P.G,  In  1703  we  find  the 
following  entry  in  the  records  of  the  Society : — 

"  In  Newfoaadland  no  pablio  exercise  of  religion  except  al  St.  John's  wher« 
there  is  a  congregation  bnC  nnable  to  aabsist  a  ministeF.  To  Air.  Jackeon 
£50  per  annum  and  a  benefaction  of  £30." 

Probably  this  was  given  to  enable  him  to  bring  out  his  wife  and 
family.  Jack  ion  seems  lo  have  been  a  good,  earnest  mas.  He  bad  a 
difficult  part  to  play ;  to  many  of  the  lawless  residents  the  restraints 
of  religious  observances  of  decency  ahd  morality  were  irksome  in  the 
extreme.  What  rendered  the  poor  chaplain's  position  still  more  difficult 
was  the  direct  opposition  and  bad  example  of  the  Commandant  and 
resident  Governor. 
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I.  The  Campaign  of  16M-7. 

I  FasNCH 
1696. 

Philip  ItobeitH,  Richard  Oclmaa  and 
Samuvl  May  late  InhabilaDts  aod  fiahenaen 
of  St.  John's  in  the  North  p«rt  of  Newfound- 
laad  came  this  present  lOlh  day  of  JanusT? 
16t>9-7  befoK  me  Thomas  Hood  Esquire 
bfajor  of  the  Borongh  of  Clifton,  Dartmouth 
Hardness  and  Joim  tilmer  B9q.aire  the  but 
preceding  Maror,  two  of  His  MajeatyV 
Jnitices  of  the  Peace  within  the  same,  to 
swear  that  on  th«  16th  Noveoiber  last  the 
Inhabhaiita  of  St.  John's  had  information  thut 
the  French  to  iho  niunber  of  siEteen  raen  bad 
taken  Pettj  Harbour  ■  small  fishing  place 
about  nine  miles  ilistaut  from  St.  John's  ; 

Upon  which  the  Inhabitants  aforesaid 
sent  out  thirty  four  men,  armed  to  their 
rek-ife.  But  the  weather  proving  full  of  snow 
they  returned  the  next  day,  being  the  ITlh 
Korember,  without  effecting  anything.  On 
tbe  1 8th  they  sent  out  another  party  of  men 
to  the  number  of  eighty  four  armed  to  the 
aid  and  assistance  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Petty 
Harbour  who  had  not  marched  above  a  milu 
from  St.  John's  up  the  South  Hill  until  they 
met  a  body  nf  French  and  Soldiers  and 
Cnnada  Indiana,  to  the  number  of  Four 
hundred  or  thereabouts,  wilh  whom  they 
irngBged  half  an  hour;  in  which  action  were 
killed  of  tbe  inhabitants  thirty  four  men  anil 
fiuveral  others  wounded,  the  rest  retreating 
back  to  the  Harbour  of  St.  John's,  tbe  Fieocb 
pursuing. 

About  one  hundred  and  eighty  men  of 
the  Inhabitants  besides  women  and  children 
entered  into  a  fortification  collrd  Kin^ 
William's  Ffort,  which  they  kept  and  defended 
for  three  days,  the  French  in  the  meanlime 
burning  and  destroy hig  all  houses  boats 
stages  and  provisions. 

And  these  DeponcntH  further  say  that 
the  French  took  one  William  Drew,  an  In- 
habilnnl  a  Prisoner  and  cull  all  around  his 
scalp  and  then  by  the  strenatli  of  hand  slripC 
his  skin  from  the  forehead  to  (he  crowneand  »o 
sent  him  into  the  fortification,  B'^iuritig  the 
InhnbilanU  that  they  would  serve  them  all 
■r  if  they  did  not  surrender  i  who 


tnting 


ig  articles  of  surrender  from  (he  French 
(of  «hich  the  annexed  is  a  tnie  copy)  were 
accordingly  obliged  to  doc  and  with  about 
eiglily  men  of  the  said  Inhaliilanls  went  off  to 
the  Southward  with  the  French,  most  of  them 
being  forced  so  lo  doe  coDltary  to  the  articles 
of  cajjitulatioD. 


after  the  said  articles  of  surrender  wer 
signed,  he  heard  the  said  Governor  declare 
by  an  interprelcr.  that  the  English  were  asleep 
and  fools  to  suffer  their  plantation  to  be  thus 
taken  from  them  ;  That  tbe  French  did  not 
doubt  of  taking  all  New  England  neit  Bommer 
except  Boston ;  and  that  they  now  intended 
to  inhabit  Renews  having  already  fortified 
thut  place. 

The  bo^y  of  the  Preneh  and  Indianii, 
who  attacked  them,  were  comimndcd  by  the 
OoveTDor  i/l  Placeniia '  and  Canada,  who  eatne 
with  the  said  forces  from  llacentia  in  shifM 
and  boats  to  Bay  Bulls,  and  from  thence  to 
Petty  Harbour  and  Si.  John's  aforesaid  by 
land  and  that  after  the  deslraction  of  St.  John's 
a  party  <^  tbe  aforesaid  forces  were  detached 
to  march  through  tbe  woods  lo  commit  the 
like  spoyle  on  all  tbe  harbonn  to  the 
north  w  11^. 

That  on  ISth  December  last  theae 
Deponents  with  about  two  hundred  and  twenty 
men  women  and  children  luhabitouts  mme 
from  St.  John's  in  a  small  vessel  given  Ihem 
by  the  French  to  carry  ibem  for  England,  ' 
and  that  at  the  same  time  about  eighty  men 
more  of  the  Inhabitants  were  sent  In  another 
vessel  lo  France,  contrary  to  the  capitulation, 
and  that  at  the  time  of  these  Deponents 
leaving  the  Country  a  party  of  French  wer« 
then  in  po.isession  of  St.  John's. 
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The  CiPTDEs  op  St.  Jobm's  sr  tub 
French,  Nuvrhmib  IG96. 

Ou  tbe  morning  of  the  2Bth  of  Norom- 
1>er  M  de  Moniigny,  a  brave  Canadian 
[Uoutigny  was  at  the  taking  of  Schenectady 
and  I'emaquid  nod  served  in  afier  yeBrs  under 
Subercase  and  Ovide  in  NewfomMllaiid]. 
M  D'lbervillr's  lieutenant,  was  keeping  the 
advanoed  guard  with  thirty  Canadians  march- 
ing about  one  hundred  yards  in  advance. 
M  De  Broulllon  and  M  Dlberville  followed 
with  the  main  body  of  the  troops.  M  I>e 
Brouillon  had  orders  to  allow  the  Canadians 
to  take  the  lead  in  case  of  a  sudden  attack. 

After  two  houn'  march  our  advance 
guard  came  upon  tlie  enemy  aod  at  ahoui 
a  pistol  shot  from  them ;  they  numbered 
eighiy.eighl.  They  occupied  an  advantageous 
position  on  a  rocky  hill  amongst  burnt  woods. 
These  hills  [>Soulh  Side  Ililla]  served  lo  protect 
them.  Our  advanced  guard  opened  fire  upon 
the  enemy  who  thinking  we  numhered  but 
tweDLV  four  returned  &re.     These  gentlemen 
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[Dlberrille  and  De  BtoiuIIod]  soon  joined 
na,  and  after  haTine  receir^  abujlntion, 
e^erj  mnn  threv  aside  the  load  he  had  beca 
cuTjring  and  rushed  upon  the  eaemj.  M  De 
Brouillon  attached  them  ftnl,  then  M  D'iber- 
ville  chose  the  left  flank  and  discoTeriDg  ihe 
enemj'  amongst  the  rocki  and  bueheB,  he 
killed  a  gnat  nnmber;  after  half  an  honr'i 
engagement  they  gave  in.  [The  real  nnmber 
of  yrench  in  this  fight  was  about  100  man.] 
H  D'lberrille  pursued  them  >word  in  hand 
right  into  St.  JohD's.  which  waa  a  distance  of 
nbonl  three-quarters  of  a  league.  He  entered 
8l-  John's  fullj  a  quarrer  of  an  hoar  before 
the  arrirat  of  M  De  Brouillon  with  the  main 
bodj  of  oai  troops.  M  D'lberrille  got  into 
St.  John's  Bt  the  lame  time  aa  the  enemj,  and 
immedialel}'  took  pos(e«ioo  of  two  of  the 
firat  rort»  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned  i 
b«  also  took  thirty-three  prisonerH,  amongat 
the  number  some  enlire  fiunilies.  The  othera 
retreated,  some  into  the  large  Fort  and  some 
into  a  vessel  which  was  then  in  the  Harbour. 
Fear  was  so  general  amongst  the  enemy  [the 
English]  that  had  M  U'lbeniile  had  one 
hundred  men  with  him  he  would  have  taken  the 
larger  Fort  also,  for  there  were  in  it  bnt  about 
two  hundred  men  according  to  the  accounts 
fpvenuaby  the  prisooera,  and  these  but  pot.rly 
prepared  for  war. 

M  De  Brouillon  having  arrived  with  our 
iDiJn  army,  M  De  Minn  encamped  in  the  Fort 
nearest  to  the  enemy  with  hia  sixty  men,  and 
witliin  cannon  shot  of  them.  Thin  Fort  was 
palisaded.  The  remainder  of  oar  troops 
encamped  in  the  houses-  The  wind  being 
favourable  the  Vessel  which  lay  in  the 
Ilarbaur  set  sail  laden  with  all  that  na^  best 
in  SL  John's  and  eighty  or  a  hundred  men. 
The  enemy  lost  fifty  men;  M  De  Brouillon 'g 
trumpeter  was  killed  whilHi  Ktanding  beside 
him,  three  of  his  men  were  wounded  and  two 
of  M  D'Iberville'B.  M  De  BrouUlon  acted  all 
through  like  a  brave  man;  1  was  quite  nor 
him  most  of  the  time,  and  so  can  judge  of  his 
doings. 

Thene  people  would  require  one  or  two 
campaigns  with  the  Iroquois  to  learn  how  to 
defend  themselves  against  the  enemy.  Verily 
the  Canadians  had  much  the  advantage. 
having  learned  bow  to  fight  in  all  their  terrible 
wars  with  the  Iroquois.  In  these  wars,  as  in 
this  one,  it  is  far  better  to  be  killed  outright 
than  to  be  wounded,  for  there  are  no  remedies 
to  be  bad,  no  help,  no  refri-iibment  for  the 
sick,  each  man  having  only  just  what  he  can 
carry  on  his  back,  the  march  being  so  difficult 
through  this  barren  island. 

We  sent  a  priiioner  immediately  lo  the 
fort,  bnt  he  ws«  retained  there.  29th  Novem- 
ber, it  is  snowing  heavily,  some  of  our  Cana- 
dians going  into  the  woods  took  eight  pri.ioners, 
and  gome  othecs  came  and  gave  themselves  up. 
These  gentlemen  [the  French  commanderi] 
seeing  that  our  enemies  are  determined  to 
defend  themselves,  sent  to  Bay  Bulls  for  the 
mortars,  the  bombs,  and  the  posder  which 


tigny  went  with  sixty  Caoadiaos  to  bum  llie 
houses  which  were  near  and  beyood  the  fort ; 
M.  D'Ibervilie  stationed  himself  with  thirty  of 
his  men  to  support  them,  and  M.  De  Bronillou 
remained  at  the  advanced  posts  with  his  men. 
The  30th  November,  S(.  Andrew's  day, 
a  man  came  out  of  the  fort  carrying  a  white 
flag  and  asking  tor  terms.  Our  commanders 
agree  to  an  interview.  The  Govtmor  of  ths 
fort  came  out  with  forty  of  the  chief  in- 
habitants ;  they  would  not  allow  even  one  of 
our  people  10  go  within  Ihe  fort,  lest  we  might 
see  in  what  a  miserable  state  it  was,  and  to 
what  straits  they  were  reduced.  Tliey  in- 
sisted upon  deferring  their  surrender  until 
the  morrow,  hoping  that  the  two  large  vessels 
[these  may  have  been  H.M.S.  Drcadnonghl 
and  Oifiwd,  sent  out  to  rrlieve  them]  which 
they  bad  seen  for  two  days  off  their  Harb(  nt 
might  find  a  favourable  wind  to  hriog  them 
Into  it.  But  the  commanders  wonld  not  con- 
sent to  make  any  delay.  Tbey  then  decided 
to  surrendtr.  on  condition  that  two  ships 
should  be  given  ihem  to  return  lo  England, 
that  those  who  wished  might  go  to  Uonavisia, 
and  lesve  lor  England  from  there,  and  that 
they  should  not  be  searched;  which  was 
granted. 

The  wriiten  capitulation  was  taken  to  the 
fort  and  approved  of  by  Ihe  principal  iii- 
babitanig;  itwus  afterwards  brought  back  lo 
our  camp  where  il  was  signed  by  the  English 
Governor  [probably  Miners  or  Roberts]  and 
after  b j  M  De  Brouillon  ;  this  latter  did  not 
even  offer  it  M  D'Ibervilie  for  his  signature, 
though  he  had  had  at  least  as  much  to  do 
with  Ihe  Inking  of  the  place  as  had  M  De 
Brouillon. 

I  confess,  my  Lord,  that  this  act  shocked 
me  greatly.  The  Governor  then  re  entered 
his  fort,  from  whence  he  soon  afterwards  came 
out  accompanied  by  the  whole  garrison  com- 
posed of  one  handred  and  fift^  men,  some 
master  mariners  and  some  sailors  engaged 
for  the  fishery,  besidts  women  and  children. 
Our  enemies  had  but  one  man  wounded 
duiing  the  time  we  were  reconnoitring  the 
foil.  This  fort  was  situated  on  the  hill  to 
Ihe  north-wesi,  commanded  on  one  side  by 
Iwo  heights  bolli  wilhin  gunshot  of  it ;  it 
was  square  in  shape,  with  four  bastions,  a 
palisade  eight  leet  high,  a  covered  trench  now 
full  of  snow,  also  a  drawbridge,  with  a  smsll 
tower  upon  which  there  were  four  cannons, 
the  balls  for  which  weighed  four  pounds, 
under  the  lower  there  was  a  cellar  for4[eeping 
gunpowder.  There  was,  however,  very  liitle 
powder  in  it.  and  only  a  couple  cf  dozen  of 
cannoD  balls.  'Hie  English  not  having  had 
time  to  carry  anylhing  to  their  fort,  ihey 
only   took   refuge   tbete   when  they  saw  us 

They  depended  solely  upon  the  eighty- 
eight  men  whom  Ihey  had  chosen  from  their 
enlire  force  to  defend  them ;  but  these  latter 
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were  provided  with  very  inferior  gnim,  odIj 
suited  [or  fishermen  and  for  those  who  never 
had  the  slightest  idea  what  war  reallj  iraa. 
The  Governor  of  this  fort  wiu  siiaply  an  in- 
hahitnat  of  the  place,  and  not  s  captsio  of  one 
of  the  Engluih  ships ;  he  was  without  soldiers, 
and  had  no  commisuion  from  the  King  of 
England. 

Thus  ooe  cannot  feel  surprised  at 
M  D'lberville's  ventiuing  an  attack  upon 
this  place,  ftlliag  upon  St.  Joha'a  during  the 
night,  and  taking  the  inhabitants  entirely  bj 
■urpriiie.  Their  forts  beiog  without  men  and 
their  hoaees  quite  &r  one  from  the  other, 
we  should  actually  have  run  much  less  risk 
than  bad  our  ad\Boce  been  discovered. 

St.  John's  ha!  a  very  fine  harhonr,  which 
van  hold  Iwo  hundred  ships.  The  entrance  lien 
between  two  very  high  mountains,  distant 
one  from  the  other  about  a  gungboL  They 
are  aurmounted  by  a  battery  of  eight  guni. 
Tbe  inhabilaiita  of  St.  John  b  are  yary'  »etl 
settled  along  the  north  side  of  the  harbour  to 
a  distance  of  about  half  a  league.  There 
were  three  forte,  one  on  tbe  side  t<ivards  the 
roads  wtBtward,  another  in  the  centre  having 
a  native  as  Oovemor  with  sixty  men,  and  a 
third  which  save  ns  a  good  deal  of  trouble 
before  capitulating.  This  laltei  fort  protects 
the  enimnce  to  the  barbonr ;  although  at  a 
distance  from  it,  it  commands  the  barbonr, 
and  a  namber  of  the  booses — the  be»t  part  of 
St.  John's — was  around  this  fort  and  the  best 
liouses  were  built  there.  Unfortunately  these 
latter  were  burnt  on  the  night  before  the 
capitulation. 

On  tbe  Snd  of  Deoember  we  took  Por- 
tugal Cove,  which  contained  three  families', 
altoTorbay.  which  bad  likewise  three  families. 
and  Kerividi  [Quid!  Vidl],  which  had  nine 
families.  We  burnt  every  house  in  St.  John'H. 
Bud  the  boats  in  the  harbour.  On  the  14tb 
ot  January  1607,  we  started  for  Portugal 
Cove,  and  arrived  there  on  the  19th.  Thence 
we  travelled  along  the  shore  of  Conception 
Bay  to  tbe  bottom,  where  we  found  some 
men  sawing  wood,  who  had  coii'e  from 
Carbotiniere.  On  the  20tb  we  took  Harbor 
Men  [Maine],  where  there  was  one  house. 
On  the  SSrd  we  left  in  three  boats  for 
Carhonniere,  We  passed  by  Brigne,  where 
there  were  about  sixty  men,  and  arrived  at 
Port  Grave,  which  we  took.  There  were  one 
hundred  and  ten  men  and  seventeen  bouses 
there,  well  armed. 

On  the  24th  we  set  out  for  Carbonniere  ; 
Ijt  St.  de  Montigny  was  sent  with  a  detach- 
ment to  take  Musquilo.  In  pausing  from 
Harbor  Grace  to  Carbonniere  in  boats  we 
discovered  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  latter 

rince  had  entrenched  themselves  on  tbe 
uland,  and  they  nred  some  cannon  shots  at 
us.  There  were  about  two  hundred  oo  the 
Island,  having  fled  there  from  Harbor  Grace, 
MuHioito.  and  even  St.  John's.  They  had 
erected  barracks  and  strong  forts.  Iluving 
arrivvd  at  Carbonniere,  the  commander  sent 


the  people  on  the  Island,  but 
were  met  with  deGance.  We  found  it  im- 
possible to  attack  it,  as  it  was  steep  on  all 
sides,  with  the  exception  of  two  places  of 
landing,  which  were  well  guarded.  On  tbe 
29th  we  received  prisoners  from  Brigue, 
among  whom  were  eight  Irishmen,  whom  the 
English  treat  as  sUves. 

Several  attempts  were  made  by  M. 
D'Ibervitle  to  land  on  tbe  Island,  but  in  vain. 
On  the  night  of  the  31bi  we  went  all  round 
the  Isiand  in  boats.  The  sentry  challenged 
OS  and  Bred. '  We  had  ninety  men  in  nine 
boats,  and  M.  Monligny,  when  challenged 
by  the  sentinel  at  pistol  shot  distance  off, 
could  almost  touch  the  Island  with  his  hand, 
he  was  going  to  leap  ashore  first. 

On  tbe  3rd  we  took  Bay  Ver,  where 
there  were  some  fourteen  houses  and  about 
ninety  men.  From  there  we  went  to  Old 
Perlican;  there  were  there  nineteen  bouses, 
several  stores,  more  than  thirty  head  of 
horned  cattle,  and  a  number  of  sheep  and 
pigs.  On  the  7th  wb  went  to  Ance  Havre 
[Hanti  Harbor].  There  were  four  houses, 
but  the  people  had  all  fled.  On  the  morning 
of  the  Sih  we  started  tor  Celicove  [Silly 
Cove],  where  there  were  four  houses  and  a 
great  quantity  of  fish  and  cattle.  Thence  we 
came  to  New  Perlican ;  there  were  there 
nine  housrs  and  stores.  We  left  immediately 
for  Harbor  Content  [Havre  Content],  where 
there  was  a  sort  of  fort  or  barricade,  made 
of  boardi,  with  portholes  above  and  below. 
This  temporary  fortress  was  commanded  by 
an  Irishman.  They  surrendered  on  being 
summoned.  There  were  thirty  men,  besides 
women  and  children. 

Having  left  the  place  in  charge  of 
M.  Desehaufours  with  ten  men,  M.  D'lberville 
started  the  following  day  for  ('arbonniere. 
When  arrived  there  he  found  that  the 
English  had  taken  prisoners  one  Frenchman 
and  three  Irishmen,  who  had  taken  part  with 
tbe  French.  A  detachment  under  DoisbnanJ 
was  sent  to  bum  Brigue,  Port  Grave,  &c. 
Harbor  Grace  had  fourteen  houses,  Car- 
lionniere,  twenty  two, — the  best  built  in  all 
Neafotmdland.  Some  of  the  merchants  were 
men  of  £10(1,000  worth  of  property. 

On  the  17th  we  entered  into  negotiations 
with  the  people  on  the  Island  for  an  eiehange 
of  prisoners.  The  English  demanded  one 
Englishman  in  lieu  of  their  French  prisoner, 
ami  three  for  each  Irishman.  Tbe  jJace  of 
e.ichange  was  a^ireed  upon,  namely,  out  of 
punshot  ot  the  Island,  almut  half-nay  between 
It  and  the  shore.  The  English  came  without 
their  prisoners,  and  some  words  ensued. 
Our  ofiicer  accused  ihem  ol'  breaking  theif 
wold,  and  casting  ridicule  upon  the  ordera 
of  the  King.  The  Commander  sviied  the 
English  oRicer?,  snd  took  them  prisoners. 

On  the  at^th  we  burned  Carboiiniere. 
and  left  again  for  Havre  Content.  On  tbe 
1st  of  Maicb  M.  D'lberville  sent  MM.  de 
Uonligny  and  de  la  Peiriere  to  go  vtith  all 
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.   , ■  (aboat  two  haodred)  lo  Day 

Boulle  [Bay  Bulls  Arai],  id  the  bottom  of 
Trinity  Bay.  (le  left  11.  da  Boisbriaud  with 
a  detachmeDt  at  Havre  CouteDl,  with  ordert 
to  keep  a  Mrict  -watch  on  Csrbonniere,  aod 
he  himaelf,  with  nine  men,  let  out  across  the 
woods  for  Plaisance.  The  road  is  not  quite 
as  good  a*  between  HanH  and  Veraaillea. 

[The  liat  in  the  IStatUtical  Cbapter  gives 
the  Domber  of  tlie  settlers,  Sshing  establiib- 
mmts,  number  ot  fiihlDK  boats,  aud  quintals 
ot  fish  caught  as  noted  by  Baudoin.] 
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10  &  11  Wm.  III.,  Cap.  «v. 

An  Act 

to  oKCUraye  the  trade  to  Noufomtdland. 

Wheseu  the  trade  at  and  flxhing  at 
Kewfouodhuid  is  a  beaeEctal  trade  to  this 
kingdom,  not  only  in  the  employing  great 
numbent  of  seamen  and  ships,  and  eipnrting 
and  conitaming  great  quantities  of  prDTiEions 
and  manufactures  of  this  nwim,  but  aleo  in 
the  bringing  into  this  nation  by  returns  of  the 
effects  of  the  said  fishery  from  other  oouutries 
great  quantities  of  wine,  oil,  plate,  iron,  wool, 
&c.,  to  the  increase  of  revenue,  and  the 
encouragement  of  trade  and  navigatiou. 

Be  it  enacted  that  from  henceforth  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  all  his  Majesty's  subjeots, 
residing  within  this  realm  ot  England,  or  its 
dominions,  trading  to  Newfoundland,  to  enjoy 
the  free  trade  of  merchandize  and  fishing  to 
and  from  Newfoundland ;  peaceably  to  take 
bail  and  liberty  lo  go  on  shore  on  any  part  of 
NewfoDodland  for  the  curing,  salting,  drying, 
and  husbanding  of  their  fisb  and  for  making 
oil,  and  to  cut  down  trees  for  building  stages, 
sbiprooms,  tism-fals,  hurdles,  Bhips,  b^ls 
and  other  necessaries  for  theukselves  &c,  and 
all  other  things  which  may  be  useful  for  their 
Sshiag  trade,  as  fuliy  as  at  any  time  hereto- 
fore ;  and  that  no  alien  shall  bUie  bait  dt  use 
any  sort  of  trade  or  fishing  there. 

3.  And  to  preserve  the  hathours  .  .  . 
.  .  .  that  from  the  1st  March  ITOO  no 
ballast  &o.  shall  be  cast  out  but  carried  od 

3.  And that   at    their 

departing  no  person  shall  destroy  flakes  and 
al  their  arrival  they  shall  content  themselves 
with  such  stages  as  are  needful  for  them,  and 
they  shall  not  repair  Ihem  by  rinding  trees 
or  demolishing  other  stages. 

4.  And that  (acoording 

to  the  ancient  custom  there  used)  the  master 
of  such  ship  as  shall  first  enter  a  harbour 
shaU  he  Admiral,  the  second  Vice> Admiral, 
and  the  third  Bear<Admiral  and  that  the 
master  of  every  ship  shall  content  himself 
with  Boch  beaab  as  he  shall  have  necessary 
use  for,  and  if  possessed  of  planes  in  other 
harbours,  shall  make  his  election  in  forty-eight 
heart  of  such  plaoe  as  be  shall  chuse  to 
aUd«    inj    and    the    AdmirtJs   shall    lettla 


difter«Dce«  and  proportion  the'  places  to  the 
several  ships  according  to  the  number  of 
boats  which  each  ship  shall  keep, 

5.  And  whereas  several  inhabitants  in 
Newfoundland  and  other  persons  have  since 
t lie  year  168S  detained  in  their  own  bandn, 
and  for  their  private  benefit  stages,  cook- 
rooms  Sic.  and  other  places  (which  before  that 
time  belonged  to  fishiug  ships)  for  taking 
of  bait  and  fishing  and  curing  their  fish  lo 
the  great  prejudice  of  the  fishing  ships  and 
sometimpBtolbe  overthrow  of  their  vojsg-'and 
to  the  great  discouragement  of  traders  there  ; 

that  all  persons  as  since  the 

year  16F9  have  taken  stages  &c.  sball  on 
the  3Mh  of  March  next  relinijuish  them  to 
the  use  of  the  fishing  ships. 

C.  And  to  prevent  ingros^ing  in  future, 

that  no  Gshemian  or  inhabi  ■ 

tant  of  Newfoundland  shall  lake  any  stage 
&c.  which  at  anytime  since  16SS  belonged 
to  any  fishing  ship  until  all  such  ships  shall 
he  provided  wilh  stages. 

7.  Provided  always  that  aU  such  pereona 
OM  xiace  the  if.lJi  of  March  IGB5  have  built 
liou4a  andtiaifatthildid  not  beloru)  to fiahing 
ihipi  lines  1685  thall  peaeerAly  enjoj  the 
laaie  without  any  disturbance  from  any 
person  whatever. 

B.  And That  all    hy-boat 

keepers  shall  nol  pretend  to  meddle  wilh  any 
stage  &c.  that  did  belong  to  the  fishing  ships 
since  ISBS. 

9.  And that  every  master  of 

a  hy-hoat  shall  carry  out  two  fresh  men  in 
six  and  that  every  inhabitant  shall  be  obliged 
to  hire  two  fresh  men  tike  by-boat  keepers, 
and  masters  of  ships  one  fresb  man  In  five 
and  the  mastere  of  by-boats  and  ships  shall 
take  oath  before  the  colleclor,  &c.  that  they 
have  such  fresh  men,  and  the  offlcers  aro 
required  lo  give  a  oertificale  thereof  without 

10.  And that    Dusters  of 

ships  take  every  fifth  mm  a  green  maiL 

11.  And  ....  that  no  person 
shall  deface  masu  of  boats  &c. 

13.  And  .....  that  no  person 
shall  rind  trees  nor  set  fire  to  the  woods,  nor 
cut  timber  except  for  repairing  and  no  person 
shall  cast  anchor  or  do  anything  to  hinder  the 
haling  of  tayns  in  ihe  accustomed  baiting 
places,  nor  steal  nets  or  cot  adrift  boats. 

IS.  And  whereas  several  persons  that 
have  been  guilty  of  therts,  murders  and  other 
felloities,  have  escaped  unpunished  because 
the  trial  of  lueh  offenders  luth  been  ordered 
before  no  other  oourt  hut  Ihe  Lord  High 
Constablo   and  Earl    Marshall   ot    England 

that  all  robberies  and  murders 

&c.  Qommittcd  tiicre  may  be  tried  in  any 
sbire  of  England  by  virtue  ot  the  Kuig'a 
Qommisaion  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  i(aol 
delivery  aocording  to  the  laws  of  this  realm. 
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14.  And (hat  adminla  are  Grod  for  hi«  blcMiog  ob  th«ir  pttsoos   and 

required   (in  the  Imrtioun  and  on  (bora)  to      endeaToara that  all  the  inhabi- 

«ee  the  ruin  of  thii  prearnt  act  dulj  put  in  tant<  shall  strirti;  keep  ereiy  Lord*  Day  and 

eiecution  and  that  each  dull  keep  a  joDrnal  that  none  keeping  taverne  sliall  tell  wine  &c. 

or  the  ahiiis,  boala,  stages,  tranapong  and  of  on  that  daj. 

all  tbe  asamsD  implojed  in  their  reipective 

harboura  and  deliver  a  true  copy  to  the  PHtj  "-  And  whereas  by  an  act  to  grant  hia 

(^npU^  MajMty  a  further  •uhmdy   of  five  p»r  cent. 

.  on  all  merchandiie  imported  (all  manner  of 

15.  And  .    .    .    .    .    .  in  caw  of  di.pute  flgi,   pn-iigi,   taken   excepted)   and  wheraaa 

between  the  B.hing  ships  and  the  mhabitanU  ^i„e  doibt  ha.  arisen  whether  oil,  blabber 

the  AdnuraU  shall  determine  Ihem  and  if  any  ^„j  g^,  ^„  „„(  ,ig,,|e  to  the  said  duty  . 

party  shall  think  themselve-  "groived   they  _         _  ^^t  ^|   „;,,   g^^    ^   ^^,5,^  fighing 

canappealtothecftmmandersoflliaMaJestjs  ,^„    j^    j^^    ^^  ^    Newfoundland    and 

ihips  of  war  ^^imed  as  oonvoy..  imported    in    Englibh    ibippmg  are   hereby 

1«.  And  to  tbe  end  all  may  join  their  dMlsred  to  be  free  of  the  nid  duties. 
soIeniD  prayen  and  addresses  to   Almighty 
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CHAPTER  X. 

REIGN   OF  ANNE. 


1702. — CspluD  Leake  destroyed  Freoch  fiihiog  stagei  at  TrepaMe^,  St.  Mary's,  CoIiBel, 
St.  Lawreoce,  uid  dumaBtled  the  foci  M  St.  f  etet's.  French  attack  oo  e^ljcove 
and  BonaviMa. 

1TD3. — Lieoteoant  Llojd  sucueded  Captain  Kicbards  in  command  at  Fort  William, 
St.  JohD'f.  Admiral  Giajdon's  DDiuccGssful  expedilian  againit  Flaeeutia. 
Grant  from  8.P.G.  to  Kererend  J.  Jacfcson.  John  Roope  sent  out  to  Boperintenit 
the  jdacini;  of  a  boom  at  St.  John'd.  Purther  French  attacks  oo  Bonavista  by 
waj  of  Tnoitf  and  Placenlia  Bay  poiteragc. 

not. — La  Grange  repulsed  from  Bonavuta  by  Captain  Gill.  Battle  of  Blenbcim. 
Captain  LInjtl  inspended  by  Captain  Bridge  on  petition  of  tbe  soldiers  t 
Lieutenant  Moody  succeeded  to  tbe  commend.  BeTtrend  J.  Jackson  returned  lo 
England  lo  support  his  complaints  against  Lloyd. 

1705. — Attack  on  SL  Johu's  by  Subeccase,  Goternnr  of  Placeotia,  and  about  five  hundred 
troops  ;  successful  d^enee  of  the  fort*  by  Moody  and  Lditham ;  town  destroyed ; 
many  inhabitants  taken  prisoners  to  Placeotia;  Montigny  and  the  Abeuaquis 
plundered,  during  the  summer,  all  the  settlements  in  the  northern  bays  except 
CarbODear  Island,  aud  spoilt  the  fishing.  In  November,  Captain  Moody  and  the 
old  company  replaced  by  Major  Lloyd  and  ninety-one  fresh  soldiers.  Fishery 
very  much  curtailed,  only  twenty  ships  from  England  and  seventy-tiro  thousand 
qtls.  of  fisb  expocleii. 


1708.— Dtstruction  of  St.  John's  by  St.  Ovide  de  BroDill'>n;  Major  Lloyd  and  the 
garrison  taken  prisoners  and  sent  to  Placentia,  Quebec,  and  thence  to  France. 
Unsuccessful  attack  on  Buoy's  Island  by  a  French  uian-of-wur.  Milida  formed, 
in  St.  John's. 

ITOV.— Captain  Moody  again  in  command  at  St.  John's  during  tbe  summer.  Captains 
Aldred,  Pudner,  and  Purvis  destroyed  French  fishing  stations  in  the  Hurth. 
Commodore  Tajlour  partially  rebuilt  Fort  William  and  gave  Governor's 
commissions  to  Collins  for  St.  John's  and  the  coast  as  far  as  CatlraneftT,  to  Pynn 
for  Carbonear  Island,  &c. 
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I  Til. — AdminI  HoTendtn  Walker  with  flf teen  shipi,niDe  handred  kudb,  and  foDTthoDuad 
men,  decided  be  was  not  able  to  attjuih  FUcentia.  FreliminaTiea  of  peace  between 
France  and  Eogland.    Volnntvj  ■uembl]'  nude  lawi,  Caplaia  Crowe,  R.A., 

presiding. 

171S. — Armistice  eigned. 

1713.— Treat;  of  Utrecht.  The  Islaiid  wM  declared  to  beloog  orright  wholly  to  Great 
Biitaini  Fr^aeb  allowed  to  fish  between  BooaviBia  and  Ifoinl  Iticbr.  SuTTej'  of 
(he  Island  ordered  (o  be  made  by  Captain  Taieruer,  U.S.,  but  not  carried  out  for 
want  of  funds.  One  hundred  French  lettlera  arrived  at  Lauiiburgh  from 
PlaoeDtia  and  St.  Herie. 


During  the  whole  of  tliU  reign  our  unfortunate  Colony  was  devas- 
tated by  war;  besides  iniuor  attacks  from  French  privateers,  twice 
within  this  short  period  of  twelve  yenrs 
St.  Jolm's  and  the  outlying  English  settle- 
ments were  destroyed  by  the  French. 
Belgium  has  been  designated  "  tlie  cock-pit 
of  Europe " ;  we  were  certainly  the  cock- 
pit of  America. 

Whilst  the  British  army  in  Europe  was 
covering  itself  with  glory  at  Blenheim, 
Malplaquet,  and  Raiiiilies  under  Marl- 
borough, and  ihe  British  Navy  winning 
victories  under  the  gallant  Kooke  and 
Teake,  Benbow  and  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel, 
QCEiH  im.  North  America  witnessed   the  most   con- 

rrom  a»  ngraeiie  ajttr  KniiUr.  tcmptible  British  cowardice  and  ineffi- 
ciency; anything  more  ludicrous  than  the 

abortive    expeditions   of    Admiral    Graydon   and   Admiral    Hovenden 

Walker  against  Placentia  cannot  be  conceived. 

Amongst  the  voluminous  reports  of  the  Board  of  Trade  at  this 
period  is  one  which  brings  our  history  directly  in  contact  with  the 
wits  and  poets  of  the  classic  age  of  Queen  Anne.  It  purports  to  be  a 
report  of  Lord  Dartmouth,  but  it  was  really  written  by  the  genial 
jioet  and  liard-working  official  Mattliew  Ptior,  whose  signattue  ia 
appended  to  it. 

This  interesting  document,  which  is  too  long  to  quote  in  full,  ia  very 
well  written.  It  denounces  the  conduct  of  the  fishing  admirals,  their 
injuiitice  and    incapacity.     As  one  might  anticipate  from  Prior's  wcll- 
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known  nbility,  it  U  far  more  moderate,  well-reasoned,  and  sensible  than 
any  previous  paper  on  the  Colony.  It  iioints  oat  very  distinctly  that 
Newfoundland  can  never  prosper  whilst  the  French  hold  Placentia, 

In  1703  Grsydon  was  sent  out  to  protect  the  West  Indies  after  the 
death  of  Benbow ;  he  was  ordered  to  attack  P!ncentia ;  he  had  a  Iwrge 
fleet   and   a  considerable  knd   force.      When  ofl"  Placentia  he  held  a 
council  of  war,  consisting  of  Rear-Admiral  Whetstone,  thirteen  captains 
in  the  Royal  Navy,  Colonel  Rivers,  commander-in-chief   of  the  land 
forces,  six  captains,  and  an  engineer. 
They    decided  that    an    attack    on 
Placentia    was    impracticable,   and 
might  tend  to  the  disKowAir  of  Her 
Majesty's  arms.     For  his  cowardice 
Gray  don    was    dismissed   from   the 
service.      The   failure    of  this    ex- 
pedition no  doubt   encourriged   our 
enemies  to  attack  the  Colony. 

Admiral  Hovenden  Walker's 
great  expedition  to  capture  Quebec 
and  Placentia,  in  1711,  was  a 
still  more  ludicrous  failure.  This 
nautical  Falstaff  complained  bitterly 
that  "frivolous  pamphleteers"  had 
laughed  him  to  scorn  as  an  idiot 

5*  ,  ,  ....  lUTTBIW  FBIOB. 

and     a   coward ;    he    was    ternblv 

indignant   because    they  had  held 

him    up  to  ridicule  for  not  taking   Placentia.      The  frivolous  writers 

declared ; — 

"  The  takiof;  of  the  French  Ifewronndland  Capilal  noald  have  been  aa  eaaj  a 
tack  for  the  admiral  as  a  citizen  riding  home  in  hie  chaise  from  Hampetesd 
c&lling  at  a  cake  house  to  regale  himself  and  his  irife  with  a  glass  of  cyder  and  a 
oheescftke." 

Acd  well  they  might  scout  and  ridicule  a  British  admiral  with  flfteen 
ships  of  war,  nine  hundred  guns,  and  a  land  force  of  four  thousand  men, 
actually  declaring  that  it  was  not  practicable  to  make  an  attempt  on 
Placentia,  whilst  they  knew  from  an  intercepted  despatch  of  Costabelle's, 
the  French  Governor,  that  the  little  garrison  was  in  want  of  supplies  of 
all  kinds,  that  the  promised  reinforcement  of  two  companies  of  soldiers 
had  not  arrived,  and  that  La  Valear,  their  only  armed  ship  on  the 
station,  had  been  lost. 
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Anyone  who  Btudies  the  topography  of  Placentia  will  see  at  once 
that  it  could  have  been  captured  by  a  flank  movement  similar  to  tbe 


one  adopted  against  Louisbourg ;  the  attacking  force  could  easily  land 
under  cover  of  night  at  Little  Placentia,  and  seize  the  heights  com- 
manding Caatle  Hill.  All  the  defences  were  seaward ;  it  was  open  to 
any  vigorous  attack  on  the  land  side,  especially  to  such  overwhelming 
forces  as  Graydon  and  Hovenden  Walker  commanded.  With  Castle 
Hill  taken,  Placentia  waa  at  the  mercy  of  the  attacking  force. 

Between  1697  and  1705  the  French  directed  their  whole  attenti(»i  to 
the  unprotected  outlying  settlements  in  Conception  and  Trinity  Bays  ; 


yroiii  a  pholo^rapk  ig  B.  IT.  Pariom. 


detachments  of  Canadians  and  Indians  came  from  Placentia  either  by 
land  or  in  small  boats  by  the  porterage  in  Trinity  Bay,     We  have  an 
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FRENCH  ATTACKS  ON  BONAVISTA.  2,39 

acooont  of  an  attack  (m  one  settlement,  and  Mr.  CTampbell  mentions  loeaes 
snstained  by  him  at  Bonavista  in  1702  and  1703  : — 

"  To  Ur.  Samael  Uerrett     Sept.  21, 1702  &om  Fool. 

"  This  Berrefl  to  adTice  yoa  thmt  yeaterda;  Mr.  ThoB.  Wadhnm  in  the  Soptviell 
of  this  place  arrired  here  in  three  weeks  from  Trioily  HarbonT ;  he  briD|i;a  the  bad 
news  that  about  a  week  before  he  left  40  or  fiO  armed  Frenchmen  came  OTer  by 
land  from  Flaoentia  to  SiUicore,  Biu-priBed  the  inhabitant*  killing  3  or  4  and  took 
Mr.  John  Hastera  ont  of  Lib  bed  rifled  hia  boose,  and  carried  him  and  hie  gooda 
aboard  a  Jersey  ship  ladon  with  fish  and  aailod  northward  with  the  ship  and  1,000 
qtls.  of  fieh  bnt  took  no  fish  from  the  rocks  ;  they  mnoh  donbt  their  being  gone  to 
BonBTista  where  is  only  Captain  Weston.  A  French  man  of  war  hath  be^i  off 
St.  John's  all  the  snmmer  and  hath  taken  aeren  ships  in  sight  of  that  harboar. 
The  CoDToys  were  not  arrived  when  be  came  away." 

Charlevoix  mentions  a  further  attack  on  Bonavista  in  1704  made  hy 
1a  Gtaage,  who  had  served  in  Hudson's  Bay  under  d'lbberville : — 

"  ^nipping  two  barks  with  a  hundred  Canadians,  he  came  to  Bonavista  in  the 
hope  of  ■nrprising  the  abips  there.  On  arriving  within  twelve  leagues  of  that  port, 
he  left  his  bark  to  escape  observation  and  kept  on  in  two  gigs  entered  the  port  ,at 
night,  boarded  a  24  gan  frigate  loaded  with  codfish  captured  it,  bnmed  two  atcre- 
■hipe  of  two  or  three  bnudred  tons  each,  sank  another  small  frigate  and  sailed  off 
with  his  priae  and  a  grevt  number  of  prisoners.  There  were  six  hundred  English 
in  Fort  Bonavista,  who  appeared  under  arms  next  morning  bat  it  was  too  late,  our 
gallant  fellows  were  already  under  sail." 

The  following  very  graphic  letter,  which  agrees  with  Penhallow's 
description,  exposee  the  skilful  evasions  of  the  French  writer  r — 

"  The  Flying  Po»(.— March  10th,  1705. 

"  St.  John's  in  Newfoundland,  Sep.  21. 
"  On  the  IBth  of  August  last,  about  144  French  and  Canada  Indians  came 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  in  two  sloops  and  canoes  to  Bonavista  Harbour, 
about  30  leagues  to  the  Northward  of  this  place  and  surprised  the  FemhToke  galley 
of  London  of  250  tuns,  44  men  and  20  guns,  John  Noll,  Commander  laden  with 
dry  fish.  And  the  Boeiely  of  Pool  of  140  tons,  14  guns  and  24  men,  Captain  Auten, 
Commander.  And  also  the  William  of  abont  115  tana,  10  men  but  no  guns,  having 
30  tuns  of  lamp  oil  on  board.  They  also  attempted  to  surprize  Captain  Michael 
Gill  of  Obarles-Town  in  New  England,  of  14  guns  and  24  men,  who  discovering 
their  boat  to  be  French,  iired  briskly  upon  them,  killed  and  wounded  some  of  them 
so  that  they  returned  to  the  Priaos  they  had  taken  and  brought  the  great  guns  of 
both  ships  to  beAT  npou  Captain  Gill  and  continned  firing  npon  him  with  both  great 
and  small  arms  for  the  space  of  6  hours,  till  his  ship  was  much  shattered.  He,  on 
the  other  hand,  playing  his  great  guns  and  smalt  arms  all  the  time  on  them. 

"During  the  action,  he  veered  his  ship  somewhat  to  the  shoar.  About 
8  o'clock,  when  they  fonnd  he  could  not  be  taken,  they  set  fire  to  the  Society  and 
cat  her  loose  in  a  flame  to  drive  upon  him,  bnt  by  the  great  diligence  of  Captain 
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Qill,  he  got  clear  of  her  nnd  she  bamt  to  the  keel.  FindiDg  that  wonld  DOt  do, 
thej  set  fire  to  the  ship  William  and  set  her  before  the  itind,  furiously  burning  to 
that  degree,  that  the  iamp  oil  bnmiiig  in  a  flame  on  the  water,  w^  like  to  hare  Bet 
bim  on  flre,  but  that  hoth  he  and  his  men  labonred  in  the  fire,  and  tnmed  her  clear 
of  them.  [The  booy-ropo  of  the  Williant't  anchor  got  between  the  rudder  and  the 
etem  &nd  kept  her  clear  of  them. — Penhalloie.}  And  when  the  inhabitants  vho 
had  fled  into  the  woods  and  rooks,  saw  Captain  Gill's  conrage,  tb^  cam«  down  and 
appeared  in  a  body  in  arms,  which  wben  the  French  saw,  they  immediat«1y 
weighed  and  set  sail  and  carried  the  Masters  and  men  with  them.  And  about 
forty  leagaos  off  [on  the  N.E.  uoost],  they  gave  the  Masters  and  some  of  the  men  a 
boat,  who  Boon  after  returned,  to  whom  the  French  declared,  that  had  they  taken 
Ctiptain  Gill  they  would  not  hare  left  house  fatage  or  goods  in  the  harbour ;  all 
which  is  owing  nnder  God  to  the  courage  and  condoot  of  Oapt&in  Gill.  He  had 
but  one  man  killed  and  three  wounded ;  but  the  enemy  had  several  killed  and 
wounded." 

To  understaiid  rightly  Gill's  euceess  we  niuBt  remember  that  New 
England,  from  *ho  very  first,  had  a  traiopd  militia.  The  American 
soldiers  were  the  admiratiou  of  the  Bi  itiuh  officers  who  came  to  America. 
They  were  fine  marksmen  and  scientific  artilleryiats ;  we  need  not  then 
wonder  at  Gill  being  such  a  splendid  gunner.  It  requires  no  efibrt  of 
the  imagination  to  picture  to  ourselves  the  scene  on  that  memorable 
morning  of  the  18th  of  August,  1704;  the  fish  vessels  lying  at  anchor 
in  calm  placid  waters  of  Bonavista ;  the  stealthy  approach  of  the  Frtnch 


Prom  a  photograph  bg  &  B.  Pariont. 

with  the  war- vessels,  and  the  Indians  in  their  canoen  ;  the  sudden  attack, 
surprise,  and  surrender  of  the  West  Country  vessels ;  the  fright  of  the 
inhabitetnts.  Newfoundlanders  dreaded  the  murderous  savages — the 
Abenaquis — ^more  than  the  foreign  foe.  Above  all  this  panic  and  din 
and  craven  fear  rises  the  master  spirit  of  the  bold  New  England  skipper, 
Uichael  Gill ;  in  a  moment  he  is  on  the  alert,  the  deck  is  cleared  for 
action,  his  guns  are  loaded,  hia  men  at  their  post  ready  to  give  the 
French  a  warm  reception. 
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Capt.  Michael  Gill,  of  Charles  Town,  in  New  England,  firat  appears 
in  our  history  in  the  list  of  shipping  for  1698.  Capt.  Michael's  vessel 
was  a  very  small  one  at  this  time,  only  40  tons,  and  she  brought  rather 
a  mixed  cargo :  salt,  pork,  and  New  England  cider. 

By  the  year  1704  our  old  friend  Capt.  Michael,  a  shrewd  trader — 
brave  aa  a  lion — had  profited  by  the  Newfoundland  business.  His  little 
hooker  of  1698  had  been  exchanged  for  a  fine  ship  of  160  tons,  carrying 
24  men,  and  armed  with  14  guns.  There  had  been  fionaidetable  trade 
between  New  England  and  Newfoundland  from  1698  to  1704.  Fort 
William  was  being  rebuilt  in  St.  John's ;  there  was  a  garrison,  and  large 
supplies  were  required.  Tlie  English  commandant  complains  bitterly  of 
the  way  he  was  fleeced  by  provincinls.  Gill's  nnme  does  not  appear  as 
one  of  the  army  suppliers,  but  there  is  mention  of  a  shrewd  Boatonian, 
Captain  Gl'adstane.  Gitl  found  more  profit  in  the  out-poits,  and  he 
appears  to  have  traded  chiefly  with  Bonavista. 

Gill's  ^  gallant  conduct  saved  Bonavisto,  but  when  Montigny  ap- 
peared there  next  spring,  George  Sciffington,  who  was  in  comman<J, 
being  a  Quaker  and  "the  spirit  not  moving  him,"  capitulated  at  onco 
and  paid  a  ransom.  But  more  serious  attempts  were  soon  to  be  made 
upon  the  Englbh  settlements.  On  the  7th  of  September  Lieutenant  Lloyd 
was  suspended  by  Commodore  Bridge  upon  a  petition  of  his  own  soldiers, 
and  when  the  fleet  depnrted  Lieutenant  Moody  was  left  in  command  at 
St.  John's.  Moody,  though  a  remarkably  brave  man,  had  not  sufficient 
control  over  hw  subordinates ;  hia  authority  was  soon  disputed  by 
Roope,  an  engineer,  and  by  the  next  in  command.  Lieutenant  Latham, 
a  master  mason. 

Latham  disliked  the  position  assigned  to  Iiira  as  commander  of  the 
"  south  side  castle,"  a  substantial  stone  fort  with  a  wooden  block-liouse ; 
besides,  his  commission  as  lieutenant  does  not  appear  to  have  been  quite 
in  order,  and  no  doubt  at  the  south  side  he  had  not  as  full  scope  to  traae 
on  his  own  recount  as  he  had  had  under  Captain  Lloyd. 

Roope,  who  was  engaged  at  "  Maggott's  Cove,  near  Mr.  Latham's 
house,"  in  constructing  the  boom,  wishing  to  have  a  little  authority, 
advised  the  planters  not  to  keep  watch  in  the  north  battery,  a  terribly 
trying  duty,  or  obey  Mr.  Moody's  regulations.  The  planters,  not  having 
been  paid  for  former  services  of  this  kind  or  for  scouting,  though  tlie 

'  Michael  Gill  Menu  to   have   Tended  ns  can  remeiab^T  ns  a  verj  oM  man,  carried 

ia  Ke»  EuslaDd)  about   1743   or  1750  his  on  a  large  West  India  bauiuM.    The  only 

•on  Michael  came  to  this  colony.     He  «oon  survivor  of  hi»  children  i»  old  Mr.  Frederick 

we  to  an  eminent  position;   waa  the   first  Gill  (Torbay  Rood),  groBt  grandson  of  the 

colonel  of    militia.      His   brother    Kicholua  heroof  Bonavihta,  1701.     His  sitter,  Miu  Gill, 

*as  naval  officer  and  afterwards  chief  magis.  died  reueotly,  leaving  )[7,ooo  lo  the  Church 

ttale  Id  Hu  John's.    The  sod  of  this  Nicholas  of  Eagland,  and  $6uo  to  the  Belvidere  Ur- 

Gill,  also  csJled  NichoUr,  and  whont  some  of  phaoage. 
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money  had  beeo  sent  from  England,  were  easily  persuaded.     Another 
actnr  on  the  scene  was  Colin  Campbell,  the  prize  a^nt. 

Campbell  and  Boope  were  accused  of  treachery  in  furnishing  the 
French  with  information ;  the  charges  and  countercharges  do  not  seem 
to  have  been  at  all  justified.  Most  certainly  the  French  liad  spies  in 
St.  John's  at  this  time,  in  conse^juence,  nearly  everyone  except  Hoody 
and  Latham  were  accused ;  it  was  a  time  of  painful  suspicion,  every 
man  mistrusted  his  neighbour.  The  truth  seems  to  have  been,  that  when 
in  the  power  <if  the  French  and  exposed  to  the  strong  arguments  of 
the  Indians,  Roope,  Campbell,  and  others  turned  cowards  and  Ume- 
eervers,  and  became  subservient  to  the  crafty  French  tactica  The 
fishing  admirals  took  the  side  of  Roope  and  afterwards  of  Major  Lloyd. 


I'rom  a  plialoiiraph  Ay  S.  H.  Parimu. 

In  November  three  men  were  murdered  at  Kenewse  by  the  Indians, 
but  it  was  not  till  the  middle  of  January  that  Subercase,  with  about  two 
hundred  and  lifty  inhabitants  of  Placentia  and  Canada,  ninety  regulars, 
and  a  hundred  Indians,  passed  through  Bay  Bulls  and  Petty  Harbour 
and  camped  a  short  distttnce  from  St.  John's.  The  snow  waa  falling 
heavily.  Rising  before  daybreak,  benumbed,  and  doubtless  without 
food,  the  French,  in  their  cruel  r^e,  attacked  the  slumbering  inhabi- 
tants near  the  fort,  and  killed  many  in  cold  blood.  With  a  strange 
lack  of  generalship  they  tailed  to  promptly  atl:.ack  the  fort,  which  it 
appears  miglit  easily  have  been  taken.  The  garrison  once  aroused, 
their  opportunity  was  lost.  Securing  the  men  as  prisoners  in  the  church, 
thev  sent  the  women  and  children  into  the  fort  in  the  hope  of  starving 
the  garrison  out.    These  brave  women  were  afterwards  of  great  help  to 
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Lieutenant  Moody  in  strengtheoing  the  defences.  At  first  the  French 
were  sheltered  by  houses  built  dangerously  near  the  fort,  but  they  were 
gradually  driven  from  these  by  the  heavy  firing  and  burning  them. 
They  retreated  under  cover  of  the  smoke  to  a  safer  position. 

The  garrison  were  taken  at  a  great  disadvant^e.      On  Friday  there 
had  been  a  very  heavy  fall  of  snow,  and  on  Sunday,  the  morning  of  the 
attack,    the    guna    were    still    buried     deep    in    snow.     The    soldiers, 
wretchedly  clothed,  and  many  without  boots  or  stockings,  set  to  work 
with  a  will  to  clear  them.     They  suffeied  also  in  another  way ;  the  guns 
were  naounted   on    the  ramparts  without    ony  shields   to   protect   the 
gunners  from  the  galling  fire  of  the 
enemy,  directed  from  various  points 
of  vantage  near  the   fort ;  working 
night  and  day  with  the  help  of  the 
women,    and   even,   in   defiance    of 
military    custom,    during   the   four 
days'  armistice,   this   was   partially 
remedied.     Fortunately  they  had  no 
lack  of  provisions  and  ammunition. 

The  French  had  no  heart  to  take 
the  fort  by  storm,  so  they  tried  to 
effect  it  by  intimidation,  by  flat- 
tery, by  bribery,  by  playing  Moody 
against  Latham.     Moody  says : — 

"  AboDt  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  attaokthe  Fi-ench  sent  one  of  the 
inhftbitantB  with  a  flag  of  tmce  with  a 
Toong  child  in  hie  arma  with  its  throat 
CDt,  ttireatening  if  I  killed  one  of  their 
men  they  wonld  pat  all  peraona  (withost 

diatinoiion  of  age  or  aei)  to  the  aword—  c.ir»Di  h  soldib 

and  hang  me  at  the  Fort  Gate." 

■Pnm  PotSerit'i  Sitfoirt,  lyn. 

Perceiving   after     a    fortnight's 
siege  that  he  could  neither  force  nor  bribe  the  English  commanders  (o 
surrender,  Snbercase  sent  them  the  following  letters : — 

"  U.  SnBEKCASE  to  Lieut.  Moodt. 
"Sib, 

"I  woald  not  until  now  let  yon  know  mj  bnsiness  here  (it  was  not  con- 
venient) I  now  sa^  it  is  m^  intention  to  poeaesa  myself  of  all  j-e  English  sottlementa 
which  bj  God'a  help  I  have  done  with  an  intention  to  intirelj  rain  the  trade, 
hoping  in  a  little  time  to  become  master  of  ye  Forts  that  yon  command  and  I 
Wiere  yon  yonraelf  see  the  impoaaibility  that  yon  oan  long  defend  yonraelf  against 
the  attacka  that  I  oan  make,  I  do  not  at  all  doubt  of  it ;  bnt  to  save  blood  am 
willing  to  grant  a  reaaonable  oapitnlation  provided  it  be  done  in  a  few  daya  othcr- 
wiie  I  shall  not  be  able  to  hinder  the  fnry  of  ye  Indians  which  with  the  rest  of  our 
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troops  do  importune  me  Tigoronaly  to  prosecute  m;  design  ;  its  your  baeioeM  b) 
coDHider  ye  fate  of  70  number  of  prisoners  I  have  io  mj  bands  nnd  also  ;e 
plantations  and  settlements. 

"  T  will  send  yon  one  of  ye  prisoners  that  yon  shall  think  fit  if  yon  think  of 
entering  into  a  treaty  [Prisoaerg  sent  in  because  Ifoody  conid  not  nnderrtand 
ITrenob.] 

"If  I  can  do  yon  any  pnrtioular  serrioe  as  to  yonr  owns  affairs  you  may 
command  me  who  am 

''  Yonr  most  humble  servant, 
"  February  1705.  Subbkcass." 

"Us.  John  Boops  to  Un.  Bobebt  L&tuam  [irritten  under  Sdbbboask's  diotationj. 

"  Feby.  4, 1705. 
"  My  misfortune  bath  made  mo  a  prisoner  but  I  hope  in  good  hands,  ye 
Governor  baving  bitberto  been  very  kind.  He  was  muob  enraged  against  yon 
beonnse  there  were  three  mnskotts  Ered  at  his  flag  of  truce  bnt  I  told  bim  it  must 
be  done  without  your  knowledge  in  which  be  seemed  satisfied.  He  declared  be 
knew  nothing  of  the  bnming  of  your  house  but  to  the  contrary  he  is  for  making 
anything  good  to  an  officer.  There  is  a  treaty  on  foot  between  Ur.  Moody  and 
him.  I  think  it  is  about  a  surrender,  he  would  not  at  first  hear  that  you  should  be 
concerned  in  ye  treaty  bnt  now  is  satisfied,  so  desire  you  to  take  ye  best  measures 
that  yon  can  think  of  for  ye  good  of  all  and  the  preservation  of  whole  conntry 
which  b  threatened  with  fire  and  sword  ;  ye  properest  measures  yon  know  better 
than  I  can  inform  yon  so  commit  yon  to  ye  protection  and  direction  of  Allmighty 
God. 

"  Your  humble  servant, 

"  Jous  BoopE." 

Moody  procrastinated,  and  asked  for  four  days'  truce,  employing 
the  time  in  etreagthening  the  fort.  After  several  confereQcea  with 
Ciimpbell  and  Pemberton,  two  of  tlie  principal  inhabitant*?.  Moody 
refused  to  surrender.  Subercase  sent  him  a  brace  of  partridges,  and 
proposed  a  personal  interview,  but  Moody  said  it  would  be  of  no  use. 

The  French,  after  burning  nearly  all  the  hou.'^es  on  the  north  side, 
directed  all  their  attention  to  tlie  castle.  They  first  tried  to  induce 
Lieutenant  Latham,  by  means  of  a  letter  from  Moody,  taken  by 
Campbell,  to  cross  over  to  consult  with  Mooily,  intending  to  kill  him 
on  the  way,  but  Latham  stubbornly  i-efused  to  quit  his  post,  and  the 
Indians  could  scarcely  be  restrained  from  murdering  Campbell  in  their 
rage  at  his  failure.  They  then  bombarded  the  castle  with  two  guns, 
found  on  the  south  side,  which  they  loaded  with  powder  they  had 
accidentally  discovered  in  the  "  Queen's  warehouse  at  the  waterside." 
They  had  spoilt  moat  of  their  powder  in  fording  rivers  on  their  march. 
The  guns  having  no  effect  they  tried  fire-arrows,  but  they  were  badly 
made,  and  fell  harmless. 

Their  provisions  and  powder  exhausted,  the  planters  from  Flacentia 
more  anxious  to  carry  off"  their  spoil  than  to  ri.sk  their  lives,  and  their 
expected  supplies  of  ammunition  not  arriving,  the  French  retired  to 
Ferryland  after  a  five  weeks'  siege.     They   took  to  Flacentia,  where 
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Subercase  now  returned,  the  beat  of  the  "fishermen  to  carry  tlieir 
plunder  and  assist  in  their  fishery.  Some 
eventually  were  sent  to  Canada  and  France, 
some  escaped  to  St.  John's,  and  the  rest, 
chiefly  Irish,  entered  the  French  service. 
The  coolness,  judgment,  and  bravery  shown 
by  Moody  and  Latham  in  the  face  of  over- 
whelming numbers  and  French  diplomacy 
is  worthy  o£  the  highest  praise.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  French  showed  great  want 
of  courage,  and  again  availed  themselves 
ot  the  barbarities  committed  upon  the 
helpless  planters  by  Montigny  and  the 
Abenaquis.  In  the  words  of  their  own 
chronicler,  "  The  very  name  of  Montigny 
made  the  arms  fall  from  the  hands  of  the 
most  resolute."  The  English  loss  in  the  forts 
was  very  small,  but  ihe  French  suffered 
very  heavily,  though  probably  the  English 
estimate  of  two  hundred  is  exaggerated. 

From    Ferrytand,    Montigny    and   the  cihadiu  HUDtn. 

Indians    marched    through    Holyrood    to  rnm  wimor'i  y.  a  a  a. 

Harbour  Orace,  mnrdering  and  destroying 

as  they  went,     Carbonear  Island,  gallantly  defended  by  Davis  and  Pynne, 
again  resisted  their  attack,  much  to  Montigny's  mortification. 

"  Lettbk  from  Caksoneke,  2S  March  1705. 
"  Montigny  £500  out  of  pooket  oa  his  Indians  and  resoived  to  have  it  of  ns 
and  hare  our  lives,  and  will  wait  all  the  anmmer  to  taka  vengeance  on  us  for 
keeping  the  Island,  for  which  he  aaya  he  will  lose  his  Comm 


Montigny  then  proceeded  to  Bonavista,  where  the  inhabitants  had 
retired  to  Oreen  Island,  under  command  of  Geo.  Sciffington,  but  he 
surrendered  at  once  upon  terms  of  ransom. 

Moody  says  in  his  narrative  : — 

"  Xlie  French  surprised  Bonaviata  bnt  about  80  or  90  of  th«  inhahitanta  got  on 
Oreen  lalnnd  where  they  fortilied  themaelves  and  might  have  made  good  thfir 
defenoe  bnt  their  coaragc  failing  and  anwarlly  admitting  the  enemy  to  come 
among  thetti,  they  heaved  their  guns  (being  nine  in  number)  over  the  cliffa  into 
the  sea  and  afterwai^s  the  inhabitants  capitnlated  and  ranaomed  their  houses  for 
450  ponnda  payable  to  Montigny." 

In  July  I70C,  Montigny  was  reinforced  by  more  Indians  from 
Placentia.  Lurking  in  the  woods,  they  kept  tho  whole  of  Trinity  and 
Conception  Bay  in  terror,  and  spoilt  the  year's  fishing.  They  carried 
their  spoil  away  by  the  porterage  at  Btiy  Bulls  arm,  in  Trinity  Bay, 
to  Placentia. 
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Captain  Uoody  and  his  company,  who  appear  to  have  been  resideat 
in  St,  John's  since  1698,  wert;  in  Noverabor  succeeded  by  Major  Lloyd 
and  ninety-one  nt'W  soldiers,  volunteers  from  various  English  regiments. 
Major  Lloyd,  who  was  in  England,  had  skilfully  used  Moody's  disgrace 
to  secure  his  own  re-appointment ;  ho  came  out  armed  with  a  power  of 
holding  court-martial.  During  the  winter  of  1705-6  Lloyd  behaved 
with  great  vigour,  personally  lending  out  detachments  of  troops  to 
protect  Ferryland,  Harbour  Grace,  and  other  points  threatened  by  tlie 
French  and  Indiuia 

Captain  Moody,  upon  his  return  to  England,  explained  his  conduct 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  strongly  recommended 
him  for  promotion.  In  a  few  years  Nemesis  ovei'took  the  tyrant  Lloyd, 
and  his  rival  Moody  was  again  in  command  at  St.  John's. 

The  loss  iDcurred  by  the  planters  in  1705  was  very  great ;  it  shows 
the  recuperative  power  of  the  people  that  they  were  able  to  survive  it : — 
"  Sworn  -valae  of  destmotion  made  to  C&ptain  IfoODT. 
St.  John's  and  QaidiTidi   .  -  -  .    45,000 

"  "       "    "  25,000 


Ferryland  and  Bay  Bnlta  - 
Harbonr  Grace  Ac. 
Carbonere,  Bay  d«  Terda  4c. 
Parlican,  Trinity  Ac. 


38,000 
46,000 
34.000 


£188,000  Stg." 
Beyond  the  destruction  of  the  French  fishing  stages  at  Trepassey, 
St.  Mary's,  Colonet,  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  dismantling  of  the  fort  at 
St.  Peter's,  by  Captain  Leake  in 
1702,  and  the  abortive  attempt  of 
Graydon  on  Placentia,  all  the  English 
operations  had  been  directed  to  the 
capture  of  the  French  fishing  6eet3 
on  their  way  out  from  France  and 
bock,  and  in  this  they  had  been  very 
successful ; '  we  have  noticed  the 
presence  of  a  special  prize  agent  at 
St.  John's.  Now,  however,  acting 
upon  the  suggestion  of  Boope  and 
others,  the  Government  determined 
to  destroy  the  French  fishery  in  the 
Petit  Nord.  Anspach  thus  describes 
the-se  operations : — 

Fro^  a»  .nr^«ng  i»  c«*.  „.    "  }\  *\  f-llowiag  year,  Viz.  on  tbo 

2Mb  Jnly,  1706,  a  report  woa  brought  to 

"'For»bouttheB«ineliine[1703]C»pliin      ruined   s)l    tho   KreBch  settlemeDts  on    the 

John   Leake  (aiUnvards  .Sir  John),  failioK      islandfl."— S.   CoLLiBtu,  Coluauia  Rottrata, 

urith  a  small  fiqusdrou  to  Xeu  found  land,  took       17^7,  p.  292. 

or  dcBlroyed  no  leiB  than  fiftj-one  abips  and 
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8t.  John's,  that  the  enemy  had  »  ooneiderftble  number  of  ahips  employ«d  in  th« 
fishery  in  Beveral  harboura  to  the  northward,  and  other  parts  of  the  island. 
Captain  John  TJnderdown,  commander  of  the  Qaeen's  ship  the  Falkland,  wna  then 
in  St.  John's  harbour  with  the  Noiuitoh,  commanded  by  Captain  Carlcton. 
Having  been  petitioned  by  the  merohaota,  masters  oT  Tesaels,  and  inhabitanta  of 
that  pUoe,  to  protect  th«  British  trade  in  those  parts,  he  accordingly  set  a^l  t>om 
St.  John*B,  on  the  26th  of  July,  ao4X>mpaDied  by  Major  Lloyd,  who  desired  to  be 
employed  in  this  expedition,  with  twenty  of  his  company,  on  board  the  Falkland, 
and  as  many  on  board  the  Nontttck.  The  next  day  they  cams  before  BonaTiata. 
and  finding  there  no  appearance  of  an  enemy,  the  Commodore  ordered  Captain 
Hagbes,  commander  of  the  Medway  on  that  station,  to  join  him  with  a  French 
ship  of  war,  which  the  latter  had  taken  a  few  days  before. 

"  On  the  2nd  of  Angnst  they  Btood  into  Blanche  Bay  till  they  arrived  off 
Fleur-de-Lja  Harbonr,  when  Mnjor  Lloyd  in  the  Commodore'a  pinnaoe,  and  the 
first  lieutenant  of  the  Falklaiui  in  the  pinnace  belonging  to  the  Namueh,  were 
immediately  sent  into  the  harbonr.  They  funnd  there  several  stages  and  other 
Deoeeaariea  for  the  fiabery,  which  they  destroyed,  and  afterwards  returned  to  their 
ships.  At  six  o'clock  next  morning  they  donbled  the  Cape,  and  aaw  a  ship  which 
struck  upon  the  brisk  exohange  of  a  few  shot;  this  was  fonnd  to  be  Le  Dao 
d'Orleant,  from  Saint  Maloea,  of  about  three  hundred  and  sixty  tonx,  thirty  guns, 
and  one  hundred  and  ten  men. 

"  In  another  arm  of  the  same  bay,  called  Egnillete,  they  saw  another  large 
ship;  but  the  place  being  rocky,  and  the  water  so  shallow  that  uono  of  the 
English  men  of  war  could  oome  near  her,  the  iiedway'B  prize  was  ordered  to 
go  in  as  close  as  she  could  with  safety,  whilst  Captain  Carleton,  Major  Lloyd, 
and  the  first  lieutenant  of  the  Falkland,  in  boats  well  manned  and  armed,  were 
directed  to  land  npon  the  island  under  which  that  ship  lay.  This  was  executed  so 
promptly  and  ably  that  the  French  ship  struck,  after  having  fired  several  broad- 
sides, her  crew  being  no  longer  able  to  keep  the  deck  against  the  small  shot  from 
the  shore.  This  ship  also  belonged  to  Saint  Malces,  carrying  twenty  gana  and 
eighty  men. 

"  Having  here  received  inrormation  that  about  three  leagues  farther  north,  in 
a  place  called  La  Conche,  or  Conche  Harbonr  there  were  two  ships  of  thirty-two 
and  twenty-six  gnus,  both  of  Saint  Maloes,  the  comtnodoi-e  directed  Captain 
Hughea  to  bum  the  last  prize,  and  afterwards  to  join  him  at  that  plaoe,  whither  he 
proceeded  himself  with  the  Falkland  and  the  Noneiuih.  On  the  afternoon  of  tho 
fifth,  they  arrived  at  Concho  Harbour,  where  they  found  two  ships  ready  for 
sailing.  After  exchanging  several  broadsides,  the  French  set  their  ships  on  fire, 
and  went  over  to  the  next  harbour,  called  Carouge.  The  commodore  being  in- 
formed  that  there  were  four  French  ships  in  that  place,  immediately  stood  for  it, 
meeting  in  bis  way,  at  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  iCedxoay'a  prize ;  but 
there  being  very  little  wind,  and  that  at  south-west,  it  was  near  six  o'clock  the 
next  morning  before  he  could  get  oS  the  harbour's  month.  He  then  sent  in  his 
boat,  and  found  that  the  French  ships  had  escaped,  taking  advantage  of  their  great 
number  of  men  and  boats  by  cutting  and  towing  out. 

"The  English  ships  then  proceeded  to  the  ncrthward,  and  abont  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  came  off  the  harbonr  of  Saint  Julian,  where  they  discovered  a 
lai^  French  ship ;  standing  in  for  that  harbour,  they  came  to  an  anchor  in. 
twenty-six  fathom  water.  The  place  where  that  ship  had  been  hanled  in  being 
very  narrow  and  shoaly,  the  Medmay'e  prize  was  ordered  to  go  as  near  her  as 
possible.  The  French  ship  then  fired  two  guns;  bat  it  being  late  in  the  evening,  and 
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the  enemy  appearing  determined  to  make  a  spirited  resiatanoe,  it  was  not  thought 
advirable  to  commence  the  attack  before  the  foUowing  morning. 

"  On  the  sixth  of  Angiist,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  Captain  Carleton, 
Major  Lloyd,  and  Lieat.  Eagle  went  towards  her  with  all  their  boats,  well  manned 
and  armed ;  and  having  effected  their  landing,  attooked,  and  at  laat  drove  the 
enemy  from  a  strong  post  which  they  occnpied  on  the  shore.  Thej  then  boarded 
the  Frenqh  ship,  where  they  foand  several  trains  of  powder  laid,  for  the  purpose 
of  blowing  her  np.  By  this  timely  discovery  the  ship  was  preaerred,  and,  by 
noon,  towed  ont  to  aea. 

"  The  British  pilots  being  unacquainted  with  the  ooaet,  the  commodore  re- 
solved not  to  proceed  any  farther  north,  but  to  sail  back  to  Caronge  and  there 
await  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of  Orleaiu  prize,  which  had  been  left  at  Grand 
Canarie  with  a  lieutenant  and  sixty  men.  They  looked  into  Petit  Maitre,  where 
they  destroyed  a  considerable  numbnr  of  etagea  and  boats,  and  found  Ttut 
quantities  of  fish  and  oil ;  and  at  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  tbey  came 
to  an  anchor,  and  moored  in  Caronge  Harbour,  On  the  ]2tb  and  13th  it  blew  a 
hard  gale  at  south-west ;  on  the  l^th,  having  been  joined  by  the  Duhe  of  Orleant 
prize,  they  weighed  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  stood  out  to  sea  with  her, 
and  came  into  Saint  John's  Harbour,  where  the  Falkland  and  the  Konsnch  arrived 
with  the  two  prizes  on  the  17th,  the  Me^ay't  prize  having  before  been  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Trinity. 

"  From  this  expedition,  which  deserves  to  be  recorded  on  accoant  of  (lie 
activity  and  judgment  displayed  by  Captain  Underdown  and  his  associates,  eqnsl 
to  the  good  fortune  that  attended  their  operations,  it  appears  that,  while  the 
EngliRh  had  on  that  station  only  the  Falkland  and  Nontuek  in  St.  John's,  and  the 
itedneay  at  Bonavi^ta,  the  French  had  in  the  northern  part«  of  Uie  island  no  le«s 
than  ten  armed  ships,  mounting  from  twenty  to  thirty-two  guns.  The  loss  which 
the  latter  suffered  by  the  capture  or  destruclion  of  six  of  them  and  the  ruin  of 
their  fisheries,  must  have  been  a  severe  blow  to  their  trade.  So  large  a  force 
shows  the  degree  of  importance  which  they  then  attached  to  the  Newfonndlsnd 


Tlic  French,  after  a  period  of  inactivity,  caused  doubtless  by  the 
better  orffantsation  for  defence  of  tlie  different  settlements,  again  attwked 
St.  John's  in  1708,  and  this  time  with  succeas.  They  must  have  beeo 
acquainted  through  their  spies  in  St.  John's  of  the  want  of  vigilance 
shown  by  the  once-energetic  Major  Lloyd.  The  first  exa^erated  report* 
braught  to  England  accused  him  of  trea«hery,  but  there  appears  to  hare 
been  no  real  foundation  whatever  for  this  charge ;  it  would  seem  laon 
likely,  from  the  account  of  Keen  and  the  aerjeant,  that  he  had  become 
quite  incapable,  perhaps  through  intemperance. 

The  French  guides,  either  through  design  or  mistake,  bronght 
St.  Ovide  de  BrouiUou  and  his  troops  too  lato  to  St.  John's  to  effw*  * 
complete  surprise  ;  they  were  seen  advancing  in  the  clear  moonlight  by 

1  Anspacd's  H.  of  Newfoundltmd,  pp.  134-130. 
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the  sentry  on  the  new  fort,  but,  in  spite  of  his  alarm,  the  French  were 
800Q  in  possession  of  Fort  William,  and,  through  a  blunder,  the  Colonial 
Militia  were  unable  to  enter  the  fort  by  the  subterranean  passage 
specially  provided  for  such  a  contingency.  The  capture  of  Fort  William 
was  effected  in  half  an  hoar.  The  new  fort,  which  was  overlooked  by 
Fort  William,  surrendered  upon  terms  of  quarter  which  were  not  fully 
kept.     The  "  south  side  "  castle  surrendered  next  day. 

St  Ovide,  anxious  to  secure  all  the  advantage  to  himself  of  his 
fortunate  adventure,  sent  word  direct  to  France,  and  immediately  two 
hundred  soldiers  were  di^^patched  with  a  commission  appointing  him 
Governor  of  St.  John's ;  but  they  arrived  too  late.  Coatabelle,  partly 
jealous  of  St.  Ovide's  success,  and  presuming  that  the  home  Government 
were  too  much  occupied  in  Europe  to  spare  troops  for  the  retention  of 
St.  John's,  had  ordered  St.  Ovide  to  destroy  the  fortifications  and  return 
immediately  to  Flacentia,  which  he  was  reluctantly  obliged  to  do,  leaving 
St.  John's  on  March  31st. 

During  his  stay  in  St  John's,  St.  Ovide  sent  Captain  Larond  to 
take  Ferryland,  but  the  inhabitants  were  too  strongly  fortified ;  it  is 
significant  to  note  they  even  refused  to  admit  a  flag  of  truce. 

Major  Lloyd  was  first  taken  to  Placentia  and  Quebec,  and  afterwards 
to  France.  Captain  Moody  succeeded  him  in  command,  but  returned  to 
England  for  the  winter  to  report  upon  the  condition  of  affairs.  One  of 
his  proposals  was  to  remove  the  garrison  to  Ferryland,  and  not  rebuild 
the  fortifications  at  St.  John's,  but  it  met  with  no  favour. 

The  only  other  French  movement  during  this  year  was  an  unsuc- 
cessful attack  on  Buoy's  Island,  Ferryland,  by  a  French  man-of-war. 
The  settlers  were  by  this  time  too  well  organised  to  be  surprised. 
Commodore  Taylour  employed  his  men  in  1709  in  rebuilding  Fort 
William,'  which  had  been  entirely  demolished  except  the  earthworks, 
upon  an  improved  plan,  mounted  eight  guns,  and  erected  huts  in  the 
fort  for  the  inhabitants  for  the  winter.  The  fort  and  the  coast  from 
Ferryland  to  Curbonear  were  placed  under  John  Collins;  Pynn  was 
in  commnnd  at  Carbonear,  and  others  at  Trinity  and  Bonavista,  with 
local  commissioned  officers  under  them.  The  French  claimed  a  ransom 
for  St  John's  and  neighbourhood  of  over  £7,000  which  appears  to  have 
been  promptly  paid  to  the  Placentia  Governor  Costabelle.  This  was  one 
of  the  last  episodes  in  the  dreary  guerilla  warfare  carried  on  by  the 
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French  from  Flacentis  against  oar  Bettlements ;  from  1706  ^e  land  had 
rest  for  over  fifty  yeanj. 


Turning  from  these  stirring  scenes  of  fighla  and  pillage  to  the  more 
ppaceful  subject  of  the  fishery,  we  realise  in  the  terribly  shrunken  state 
of  the  trade  the  immense  destruction,  loss,  and  waste  produced  by  the 
incessant  warfare  waged  by  the  two  countries  in  this  unfortunate  Colony. 
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These  poor  meagre  figures  in  the  war  times  of  1705  are  in  striking 
contrast  to  tlie  great  results  of  former  affluent  seasons  of  peace : — 
"  An  aooonnt  of  the  trade  and  fieheorj  of  NewfonudUad  for  the  rear  1705  :— 

Number  of  fishing  ghipe 

Knmber  of  sack  ehipa 

Hnmber  of  ships  from  America 


Burthen  of  fi^ung  AipB 
Nnmber  of  fishing  tthipa'  boats 
Namber  of  bj-boats   ... 
Number  of  inhabitants'  boats 

Qnantilj  of  fish  made  bj  ships 
Qaantitj  of  fish  made  hj  boats 
Quantity  of  fish  made  bf  inhabitants'  boats 

Qnantitf  of  fish  oarrejred  to  marlut 
Quantity  of  train-oil  made  bj  ships  • 
Quantity  of  train-oil  made  by  beats  . 
Quantity  of  train.oil  made  by  inhabitants    ■ 

l^nmber  of  stages       .  .  .  . 

*  Number  of  inhsbitanta; — 

Men  .-..-. 
Women  .  -  .  - 
Children 


2,400  fa 


18,000  ■ 
li!,000 


78,000  qtls. 
72,000  qtis. 


Besides  6,000  Qlls.  lif  fiih  loft  on  land;  A  further  qnauti^  was  ipoyld  by  bad 
weather  computed  at  2,000  Qcls. 

SlATISIiCS  or  THl  NEWreDNM,A»D  FiSBEBT. 

1700  to  1713. 
From  the  Reports  of  the  Naval  Officers. 


Years. 


Fishing  Shipo. 


Boais. 


InbabiUnti'  Itost», 


In  the  former  reign  mention  wus  made  of  the  Reverend  John  Jackson, 
the  first  resident  clergyman  appointed  by  the  Society  for  the  Propagation 
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of  the  Onspel  in  Newfoundland,  and  liis  difficulties  with  the  inilitar;^ 
commtuidanl'.  aud  governor  of  the  Colony,  Major  Lloyd.  The  recordtt 
give  us  a  very  full  account  of  these  proceedings. 

Major  Lloyd  was  appointed  commandant  of  the  forces  in  Newfound- 
land in  1703,  succeeding  Major  Richards,  as  being  the  "  eldest  lieutenant " ; 
he  came  to  Newfoundland  in  1700  as  paymaster.  It  is  hard  to 
imagioe  anything  more  scandalous  than  the  conduct  of  this  unprincipled 
and  tryannical  officer.  He  seems  to  have  taken  a  mischievous  delight  in 
annoying  and  insulting  Parson  Jackson,  The  naval  chaplain,  however, 
WHS  not  one  to  fear  the  face  of  man.  Lloyd's  character  is  typical  of  the 
inilitaiy  rou^  of  that  day — unprincipl«^,  reckless,  dissipated,  yet  witlml 
as  valiant  a  soldier  as  ever  sought  "  the  bubhie  reputation  at  the  cannon's 
mouth."  Anspach  has  given  us  some  account  of  his  exploits  in  1706. 
The  condensed  account  of  the  charges  made  against  him  by  the 
Reverend  John  Jackson,  alt  of  which  are  substantiated  by  the  evidence 
of  the  various  witnesses,  is  graphic  and  grotesque. 

Mr.  Jackson  spent  many  weary  months  in  London,  tormented  with 
sickness,  petitioning  the  Government  and  the  Church.  He  and  his 
large  family  were  recommended  to  the  attention  of  charitable  people ; 
eventually  he  was  appointed  to  a  living  in  England  by  Queen  Anne. 
Lloyd  was  killed  in  France,  probably  in  a  duel  with  some  fire-eating 
Frenchman  whom  he  had  insulted.  Thackeray's  immortal  Irish  hero, 
Barry  Lyndon,  strongly  resembles  this  brave,  unprincipled  swnsh- 
buckler. 

"  1705. — CompUints  Bgaiost  the  then  Lt.  Thomu  Lloyd.  In  letter  from 
Ur.  John  Jocksoa  Minieter  at  St.  John's  to  the  Lords  CornmiaBionera  for  trade 
and  plantations : — 

1st, — Lt-  ThoH.  Lloyd  came  te  command  in  chief  at  Fort  William  in  8t,  John's 
harbonr,  Sept.  24th  1703.  He  pat  in  practice  all  sinister  mje  nnd  base 
meana  he  oonid  deviite  to  get  money.  £660  of  Qaeeu'a  money  to  pay 
Boldiera  be  converted  into  trade.  Sapplanted  inhabitanta  by  falling  price  of 
fiah,  bnying  liqaors  at  low  rates  lo. 

2ndly.— Rained  families  by  hia  tyranny;  beat  one  Adams  a  planter,  ao  that 
poor  man  is  iniiapable  of  getting  bread  for  bis  numerona  family. 

3rd1y. — Gauiied  Mr.  Jamea  Benger  to  be  imprisoned  for  not  paying  debt  of  £50 
another  man  owed  him,  snd  thongh  Benger  paid  it,  got  him  kept  in  prison 
till  season  was  past  in  order  to  rain  him.  Benger  dealt  that  year  for  about 
2000  qtle.  of  Rah  and  said  Lloyd  worsted  him  £300  that  year, 

ithly. — Hie  dobtors  would  ran  from  their  flakes  and  buaineaD  in  flshing  season 
as  from  an  Indian  when  they  eaw  him  coming,  which  he  often  did  with  bis 
Bword  and  caine  in  bis  hand  and  threatning.  if  not  beating,  those  he  lighted 
on.  When  ships  nrriTed  in  barbonr  )ie  wonld  forestall  inhabitants  in 
choosing  goods  and  when  Masters  of  ships  demanded  pay  cavilled  with  and 
beat  them  oa  Cnpt  Hatch,  OapU  Davy,  Copt.  }'iokering,  &c.  for  dentanding 
reasonable  rates. 
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Sthly. — In  tsfciDg  farewell  demanded  hsndB  of  mbabitftDts  to  Uatimoay  of  good 

behanoar  Ac  ;  refnaers  he  threatens  W  mnrtber  and  beat;  drew  his  sword 

npon  some  and  pnlled  them  out  of  their  beds. 
Sthly. — His  return  to  the  ooontr?  amaaing  to  most ;  old  traders  left  the  cotintiy 

fearing  he  should  treat  them  aa  formerly. 
Tthly. — If  speedy  care  ba  not  taken,  trade  of  ooantry  must  fall  to  min.    He 

has  declared  aa  it  coat)  him  dear  to  reaaaume  command,  ie  resolved  to  repay 

himself  by  trade. 
Sthly. — 3o  greedy  of  getting  money  he  neglected  seriaosly  the  garrison  and 

soldiers, 
dlhly. — Took  to  live  with  him  a  woman  of  disrepntable  character,  who  oaused 

the  soldiers  to  be  whipped  and  abnaed  at  her  pleaanre. 
lOthly. — A  constant  breaker  of  the  Sabbath,  threatening  and  cnrsjng  those  who 

would  attend  service,  going  aboat  the  harboar  with  his  fiddle  to  divert  the 

people  and  spending  remainder  of  the  day  in  must  di ^gracerul  rioting  &c. 
llthly. — Took  care  no  account    should  reacb  home  and  intercepted    letters 

relating  to  bis  condoct. 
12thly. — Snspended  by  Commodore  ;  command  devolved  en  Lieut.  John  Moody." 

The  following  complaints  were  made  againt  Major  Lloyd  during  his 
second  term  of  office,  from  1705  to  170S,  and  may  be  appropriately 
mentioned  here.  He  told  the  planters  it  had  cost  him  a  large  sum  to 
obtain  hia  re-appointmeut,  asd  he  meant  to  have  it  out  of  them.  Many 
settlers  left  the  country  on  his  account : — 

"  Mb.  MiNsBEw's  ArraiAVii. 
1707-8. 

"  (a.)  His  tyranny  in  general! ;  (&.)  his  dispoaseasing  Mr.  Benger,  for  not  signing 
a  paper  against  Moody ;  (e.)  his  wounding  an  inhabitant ;  {d.)  hia  barbarity  to  the 
surgeon ;  (e.)  bis  omelty  to  bis  maid  servant ;  (/.)  his  small  allowance  to  the 
soldiers  letting  them  ont  to  hire  and  taking  three  parts  in  four  of  their  wages ; 
{g.)  his  plundering  in  the  north  ;  (h.)  his  feasting  Monsr.  fiellater;  (i)  his  extorting 
three  qtls.  ont  of  every  fishing  boat ;  ^k.)  hia  oppression  causing  the  inhabitants  to 
remove;  (l.)  bis  contriving  certificates  and  compelling  them  to  subscribe  them; 
(m.)  biaagent'scini^lty  to  Adams;  (n.)  his  barbarity  to  Burt ;  (0.)  his  injustice  to 
Minshew's  wife;  (j>.)  hia  menacing  Minshew  for  asking  hia  money;  (q.)  his  abuse 
to  Coffiodore  Underdowne ;  (r.)  Minshew  dnrst  not  return  to  hia  family, 

"  Seven  affidavits  with  otber  papers  to  prove  the  allegations  in  Mr.  Campbel's 
memorial  relating  to  the  unwarrantable  proceediiigs  of  Major  Lloyd  in  New- 
foundland-" 

One  most  beneficial  effect  flowed  from  these  extraordinary  proceed- 
ings of  Major  Lloyd.  As  the  result  of  the  inquiry  into  these  scandals, 
the  position  of  Governor  was  taken  from  the  Commander  of  Fort 
William  and  conferred  upon  the  commodore,  and  remained  vested  in 
the  superior  naval  officer  on  the  Newfoundland  station  from  1708  until 
1825.      It  appears   £roin  the  records  that  from   1697  to   1703  the 
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commodore  had  been  goveiDor ;  in  the  Utter  year  Uie  appointment  vas 
confen-ed  on  Lloyd  as  commandant. 

The  command  in  Newfoundland  became  afterwards  one  of  the  great 
prizes  of  the  service ;  it  was  held  by  some  of  the  most  distinguisbed 
officers  in  the  navy.  Sir  John  Leake,  Rodney,  Duckworth,  Graves, 
Lord  Badstock,  &c.,  are  amongst  the  honoured  names  of  Newfoundland's 
floating  governors. 

Much  abuse  has  been  bestowed  on  our  naval  rulers;  never  was 
censure  less  deserved.  No  doubt  they  were  often  severe,  sometimes 
narrow  iu  their  views.  We  must  remember  they  were  always  hampered 
by  instructions  to  repress  settlement.  On  the  whole,  I  think  they 
filled  their  very  difficult  positions  admirably.  In  order  to  protect  the 
settlers,  they  encroached  on  the  prerogatives  of  the  fishing  admirals, 
and  after  a  few  years  virtually  superseded  them.  Of  course,  quarter- 
deck law  was  their  sole  guide;  in  the  rude  state  of  society  then 
existing  amongst  the  fishermen  it  was  probably  the  best.  As  the 
Colony  became  more  populous  and  civilised,  naval  government  became 
simply  intolerable ;  it  was,  however,  decidedly  a  great  improvement  on 
the  fishing  admirals'  law. 

"In  the  year  l7ll,  I  find,"  says  Mr.  Reeves,  in  his  history  of  New- 
foundland, "  a  record  of  several  laws  and  orders  made  at  St  John's. 
"  It  is  worth  while  considering  whether  such  a  local  le^lature  which 
"  the  people  seem  in  this  instance  to  have  created  for  themselves  might 
"  not  be  legally  lodged  somewhere  for  making  bye-laws  and  reflations 
"  as  occasion  should  require."  The  Commander,  Captain  Crowe,  pre- 
sided at  this  voluntary  assembly.  His  saccessor,  it  seems,  followed 
his  example,  and  held  a  meeting  of  the  same  sort.  These  assemblies 
were  somewhat  anomalous,  a  kind  of  le^slative,  judicial,  and  executive 
all  blended  together. 

It  is  very  easy  to  discover  the  original  idea  from  whence  Captain 
Crowe  and  Sir  Nicholas  Trevanion's  voluntary  assemblies  were  taken. 
These  gatherings  of  the  inhabitants  were  literal  copies  of  the  New 
England  town  meetings.  All  the  citizens  of  the  township  assemble  in 
general  meeting  once  a  year  or  oftener,  levy  taxes,  decide  on  improve- 
ments, and  appoint  the  necessary  executive  officers  to  carry  out  their 
arrangements  during  the  ensuing  twelve  months.  All  men  meet  on  an 
equality,  every  citizen  is  entitled  to  free  speech  and  free  vota  As  the 
New  England  towns  become  more  populous  they  pass  out  of  the  stage 
of  town  meetings  into  representative  government. 

Unfortunately  for  the  development  of  home  rule  in  this  Colony,  we 
stopped  short  at  the  callow  stage  of  the  town  meeting.     What  one 
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admires  most  in  tbis  aasembly  is  the  political  ability  of  the  New 
Eoglander  who  engineered  the  proceedings  ;  we  have  had  clever  wire- 
pullers in  the  Coloiiy,  but  we  doubt  it  any  of  our  party  managers  were 
ever  skilful  enough  to  blend  together  into  one  harmonious  meeting 
such  antagonistic  elements  as  the  fishing  admirals,  the  Devonshire 
adventurers,  and  the  phmters.  The  great  principle  of  politics  is  com- 
promise ;  these  laws  show  us  how  adroitly  the  Americm  satisfied  the 
Devonshire  party  by  declaring  certain  rooms  used  by  the  bye-boat 
keepers  were  ship's  rooms,  nnd  turned  out  the  all-grasping  Holdsworth. 
The  inhabitants  were  gratified  by  the  arrangements  for  their  defence 
and  the  support  of  their  minister. 

Under  this  astute  settlement,  everything  seems  to  have  worked 
harmoniously  ;  doubtless  the  war  and  their  common  danger  from  the 
French  made  the  discordant  ele- 
ments tor  the  time  at  least  united. 
We  notice  the  poor  pay  received  by 
the  Rev.  Jacob  Rice ;  it  was, 
perhaps,  tbf?  insufficient  salary 
which  had  driven  away  bis  pre- 
deceeeor,  J.  Jackson. 

From  the  re-appointment  of 
our  old  friend  Governor  Collins, 
it  appears  that  the  Home  Govern- 
ment had  again  withdrawn  tiie 
military,  otherwise  a  civilian  would 
not  have  been  left  in  charge  of  the 
forts. 

At  this  time  preliminaries  for 
peace  began ;   for   two  years  the 

■^  ,.    ,.  ,  ...  ,  Prom  an  tngraving  tt/ter  Sntnai. 

negotiations   dragged    their    slow 
length    along.      From     1710    the 

merchants  kept  making  representations  to  the  Board  of  Trdde  that 
in  any  treaty  of  peace  with  the  French,  Newfoundland  might  be 
resened  wholly  to  the  English.  This  idea  wns  adopted  by  the 
Board,  who  pressed  it  strongly  on  the  Ministry.  The  treacherous 
way  in  which  the  pence  of  Utrecht  was  concluded  is  well  known,  how 
England  abandoned  her  allies.  The  literature  of  the  day  is  full  of  the 
subject ;  one  of  Dick  Steele's  most  trenchant  articles  is  an  attack  on 

'  Harle;  was  imp(>aehed  for  hU  conduct  is  negotiatitig  tbe  Treatjr  of  Utrechl. 
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this  peace.  No  condition  was  more  disgracefal  than  the  surrender  of 
the  Newfoundland  fishery  to  the  French. 

EngHsh  stateBmen  in  Queen  Anne's  reign  were  violent  partisana,' 
many  of  them  corrupt  and  venal,  hut  the  mobt  prejudiced  and  ignorant 
amongst  them  understood  that  in  the  struggle  with  France  victory 
rested  with  the  nation  that  possessed  the  stiongest  sea  power ;  they 
were  also  well  aware  that  France  was  almost  solely  dependent  on  her 
great  North  American  fishery  for  the  manning  of  her  navy ;  they  knew 
also  tliat  her  restless  ^greasive  policy  was  a  constant  menace  to 
English  power,  botli  in  Europe  and  America. 

In  1713  Fiance  was  at  England's  feet;  never  since  Crecy  and 
A^ncourt  had  the  French  armies  received  such  overwhelming  defeats. 


France  has  always  valued  her  trans-Atlantic  fishery  not  for  the  sake 
of  peaceful  coinmerce,  but  as  an  engine  of  war.  The  enoimous  bounties 
paid  to  her  fishermen  in  Newfoundland  are  not  to  sustain  the  paltry  trade 
of  St  Pierre,  but,  as  it  has  been  declared  over  and  over  again  by  French 
Ministers,  to  recruit  her  navy. 

It  may  be  argued  that,  compared  with  the  European  interests 
involved  in  the  Utrecht  negotiations,  the  North  American  fishery  was 
of  quite  minor  importance.    But  this  is  not  the  case.    For  England,  the 

'  Contemporary  wriiere  quoted  bj  Hallsm  all  the  boon  cooipanion»,  many  phjeicians,  a 

ray  that  "  The    deiiire  for  French  wine   anil  great  many  of  the  lavyerii,  the  inferior  cler^, 

the  deanietia  of  it  alienated  many  from  the  and  the  loose  womeu,  were  united  in  a  Action 

UuLe  of  MarlboTOutrh.      The   hard    drinkers  agaioBt  the  Duke." 
complained  Uuti  thej  were  poiiOQed  by  port ; 
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North  American  fishery  was  of  paramount  importance  ;  it  involved  the 
question  of  British  supremacy  at  sea,  and  the  English  dominion  in 
North  Ameii'-a. 

The  vast  naval  force  of  France  had  grown  up  and  was  sustained  by 
■  lier  fishery  in  Newfouu'Jland  and  the  St.  Lawrence,  yet  with  the  full 
knowledge  of  all  that  happened  iii  the  past,  England,  with  her  enemy 
at  her  mercy,  gave  back  to  her  rival  both  Cape  Breton  and  the  fishery 
in  Newfoundland. 

In  the  negotiations  about  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  the  French  knew 
that  they  must  lose  Newfoundland.  English  public  feeling  at  the 
time  waa  indignant  at  the  frequent  French  raids  made  on  the  Island,  and 
insisted  on  its  entire  possession.  France  ofTered  to  surrender  our  Island 
and  the  fisheries  and  St.  Martin  and  St.  Bartholomew  in  the  West 
Indies  for  Acadie  (Nova  Scotia).  The  English  Government  were  firm 
in  their  refusal  to  ^ve  up  Nova  Scotia,  and  insisted  on  fishing  rights 
in  Cape  Breton,  and  that  it  should  not  be  fortified.  But  in  all  these 
demands,  except  the  retenticm  of  Nova  ScutJa  and  Newfoundland,  they 
were  outwitted  by  their  opponents. 

The  French  argument  about  Cape  Breton  was  that  the  English  and 
French  could  not  fish  together  there — that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
preserve  peace  amongst  thern.  Yet  in  the  face  of  this  unanswerable 
argument,  England  consented  that  there  should  be  a  cont-urrent  fishery 
in  Newfoundland,  involving  pei^etual  quarrels  between  the  subjects 
of  both  nations.  The  surrender  of  the  Newfoundland  fishery  was  a 
wilful  blunder  on  the  part  of  the  Rnglish  Ministry. 

The  entire  exclusion  of  the  French  from  Newfoundland  and  from 
all  participation  in  the  fishery  was  strongly  urged  on  the  Government 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  by  the  whole  body  of  British  merchants,  by  the 
united  voice  of  the  North  American  colonies,  and  by  the  urgent  entreaty 
of  the  Newfoundland  settlers.  The  appeal  was  made  to  unwilling  ears. 
Prior,  one  of  the  chief  negotiators,  had  expressed  in  his  report  in  J70(i 
the  absolute  necessity  of  extlu'ling  the  French  from  the  Island,  evi-ry 
naval  commander  had  reiterated  the  same  opinion,  but  it  was  all  to  no 
purpose— there  has  hardly  ever  been  a  more  senseless  surrender ;  tlie 
consequences  have  been  lasting  and  widespread — for  the  English 
Colonies  an  exhausting  war.  Unfortunately  to-day  we  suffer  for  the 
base  treachery  of  Queen  Anne's  Ministry. 

This  great  treaty,  over  which  the  fierce  intellectual  giant,  Swift,  and 
the  well-beloved  Joseph  Addison  fought  their  great  literarj'  battles,  is 
to-day  the  rule  under  which  the  French  fisherman  builds  his  temporary 
hnt  and  erects  his  stage  on  the  treaty  shore  of  Newfoundland. 

/     p.  3739.  R 
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It  remains  a  dangerous  cause  of  quarrel  between  two  great  nations, 
a  perpetual  irritating  sore,  a  bar  to  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the 
Colony. 

By  Article  XIII.  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  1713,  it  was  agreed 
that^ 

"  The  islancl  called  NewFouadlniid,  irUh  tbe  adjaccDt  islands,  ebftU,  from  this 
time  forward,  belong  of  right  tehoUy  to  Britain,  and  to  that  end  the  town  and 
fortress  of  Placentia,  and  whatever  other  places  in  the  said  Island  are  in  the 
poaseasion  of  the  French,  shall  be  yielded  and  g-iven  up  within  seven  months  from 
the  ezchnnge  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  or  soouer,  if  possibte,  by  the  Moat 
Christian  King  to  those  who  have  a  commission  from  the  Qaeen  of  Great  Britain, 
for  that  purpose.  Nor  shall  the  Most  Christian  King,  his  heirs  and  successors,  or 
any  of  their  subjects,  at  any  time  hereafter  hiy  claim  to  any  right  to  the  said  itland 
and  islands,  or  to  any  part  of  it  or  them,  Mureoaer,  it  ehall  not  be  luwfal  for  the 
luhjecla  of  France  tofurtify  any  place  in  the  said  ithind  of  Newfoandland,  or  to  erect 
any  bviUHngt  there,  beiidea  stagee  mide  of  hoards,  and  huts  nec-ssofry  and  iwe/uf  for 
drying  of  fish,  or  to  retort  to  the  said  inland  beyond  the  time  neaeuary  for  fishing  and 
drying  of  fish.     But  it  sluill  be  allotced   to  tke  eiJijecls  »/  France  to  catch  fish  and  to 


From  Blafi  anJ  iyi.Ue. 

dry  them  on  land  »n  that  part  only,  and  in  no  other  besides  that,  of  the  siid  Island  of 
Newfoundland,  which  stretches  from  the  place  called  Cape  Bonavista  to  the 
northern  point  of  the  said  islund,  and  from  thence  rnuniiig  down  by  the  western 
side,  reaches  as  far  as  the  place  called  Point  Biche,  But  the  island  calledTjitpe 
Brclon,  as  also  all  others,  both  in  the  mooth  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence  and  in  the 
gnlf  of  the  same  name,  shall  hereafter  belong  of  right  to  the  French,  and  the  AIoBt 
Christian  King  ehall  have  aU  manner  of  liberty  to  fortify  any  place  or  places 
there." 

The  language  of  this  tieaty  is  veiy  cloar  and  explicit,  the  sovereignty 
of  Great  Britain  over  the  Island  of  Newfoundland  is  mnde  absolute. 
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The  Freacli  ore  confined  to  a  temporary  user  of  the  shore  for  ODe 
purpose  only,  the  fishing  ajid  drying  offish  ;  no  other  rights  are  granted 
to  them.  It  will  be  seen  that  their  preposterous  claim  to  build  factories 
Knd  tin  lobsters  is  entirely  opposed  to  the  plain  language  of  this  treaty, 
which  is  still  in  force.  No  other  fishery  but  the  cod  fishery  was  iu 
existence  at  that  time,  and  no  other  fishery  was  contemplated  by  the 
treaty ;  which  view  is  further  confirmed  by  the  Treaty  of  Veraailles, 
1783  :— 

"  The  XIII.  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  and  the  method  of  oariyinf;  on  the 
flaherf-,  which  has  at  all  times  been  aaknowledged  [a  ship  cod  fishny],  Hhall  be  th« 
plan  npon  which  ihe  fisher;  shall  be  carried  on  there ;  it  shall  not  be  deriated  from 
hj  ftither  parly ;  the  Frenoh  fishermen  building  only  ttieir  scaffolds,  confining 
tbemeelTes  to  the  repair  of  their  fishing  vessels,  and  not  wintering  there;  the 
enbjects  of  His  Britannic  Uajesty  on  their  part  not  molesting  in  anj  manner  the 
French  fishermen  daring  their  fishing  nor  injaring  their  scaffolds  daring  their 


In  the  original  draft  proposal  of  the  French  the  word  used  was 
eod/ish,  not  fish,  but  the  purists  who  drew  the  treaty  considered  codfish 
too  vulgar  a  word,  and  inserted  in  place  of  it  fisJi.  The  meaning, 
■  however,  is  exactly  the  same,  as  the  codfishery  was  the  only  fishery 
then  carried  on  as  a  ship-fishery  by  both  nations,  the  only  fishery  m 
■which  stages  and/ote«  (scaffolds)  are  used. 

By  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  Plaeentia  was  to  be  given  up 
to  the  English  immediately.     Brown  writes : — 

"M.  Da  Costabelle,  the  Governor,  therefore  lost  no  time  in  sending  off  the 
garrison  and  inhabitants  to  Cape  Breton  so  that  the  latter  might  not  lose  their 
aummer'a  fishing.  Some  of  the  people  objected  to  leaving  Flaisance  [probably  the 
Knglish  and  Irish]  and  would  willingly  have  remained  under  English  domination, 
but  Costabelle  nrged  all  to  go  except  idlers  and  vagabonds,  whom  he  discreetly 
left  as  a  legacy  to  bis  snccessor. 

"  In  the  first  instance  the  garrison  and  inhabitants  wont  to  Havre  h  L'Angloia 
(Lonisbonrg),  which  was  known  to  be  favonrably  sitnated  for  carrying  on  the 
fishery.  In  the  course  of  the  unmmcr  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  persona,  chiefly 
fishermen  and  their  families,  arrived  from  Flaisance  and  the  Isle  of  St.  Pierre. 
Some  of  these  settled  at  Baloine,  Scatari  and  the  ont  harbonrs,  but  the  majority 
took  up  their  abode  ot  Havre  h  L'Anglois.  All  were  supplied  with  provisions  by 
the  French  Government  for  some  time  after  their  arrival." ' 

This  is  the  last  episode  in  the  history  of  the  French  Colony  in 
Newfoundland.  The  settlement  exbted  there  over  half  a  century,  but 
during  all  that  time  it  never  increased,  it  was  f  sscntially  military ;  after 
fifty  years  of  occupivtion  the  whole  permanen  French  population  of 
Newfoundland  numbered  less  than  two  hundred  souls.    Aa  colonisers  the 

'  Bkown's  Hitlory  of  Cape  Breton, 
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French  have  been  failures,  always  and  everywhere.  In  one  respect 
they  were  superior  to  their  English  rivals.  "No  other  Europeans," 
says  Merivale,  in  his  lecture  on  colonies  and  colonisation,  "  have  ever 
''  displayed  equal  talents  for  conciliating  savages,  and,  it  must  be  added, 
"  for  approximating  to  their  usages  and  modes  of  life  as  the  French." 

The  French  in  Cape  Breton  were  just  as  bad  neighbours  to  Nova 
Scotia  as  they  had  been  to  Newfoundland ;  they  secretly  enooaraged  the 
Indians  to  make  raids  on  the  English  Bettlers;  they  were  always 
planning  the  i-e-conquest  of  Acadia 

French  writers  differ  somewhat  in  their  views  of  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht,     Charlevoix  says: — 

"  FraDce  was  Bmplj  compensated  for  the  loss  of  NewFonndland  by  tbo  acqai- 
ritian  af  Cape  BretoD,  wbere  tbe  inbabit&nts  of  Plaiaance  found  themselves  more 
agreeably  and  more  advaDtageoiiBlj  sitaated  tbon  thej  bad  ever  been  in  New- 
foundland, whilst  the  Eaglisb  were  new  abBolote  maeter^  of  the  country,  wbera 
before  thoy  oould  not  assure  tbemselres  of  anything  so  loiig  as  they  bad  ne  for 
their  neighbocTB." 

Abb^  Baynal  laments  bitterly  over  the  loss  of  Newfoundland  and 
Acadie.     Oarneau  says : — 

"  The  Treaty  of  Utrecht  snatched  from  the  feeble  hands  of  Louis  tbe  portalii  of 
Canada,  Acadie,  and  Newfoundland.  From  thin  treaty  dates  the  decline  of  tbe 
monarohy  and  the  coming  of  the  tevolution." 
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Z.  Campaig:!!  of  1701-5. 

[No  eTcnl  Id  the  whole  ofonr  hirlorj  is  gn  Tully 
rrcordrd  m  Ihiii  siege  of  Fort  William  ; 
we  caa  truce  the  course  of  evenlx  fnjm 
day  to  day,  after  a  Upae  of  aliuont  two 
huodred  jdara.] 

(o.>    CUIRLETOIX'S   AcCOliNT. 

M.  de  SaberoBse  let  out  an  (he  Iftth  ot 
Jaotitr;  with  'ISO  well  armed  m«o,  BOldiEn, 
Canodiana,  privaleemnen  and  Indians,  all 
delcrmined  ii>ea  aoaaatomed  to  walk  in  mow 
khoM.  Eacb  nuu  bad  proviiiiani  for  iwentjr 
diji,  his  arma,  hit  blanket  and  a  tent  to  eauh 


The  HeTSTCit  part  of  the  march  was 
Mated  bj  four  of  die  riters  not  brini;  troieu 
over.  ArriTiD);  at  Rebou  [Baj  BulU]  on  the 
iBlh  at  DOOD  the  people  b^KK^  tof  quarter. 
Here  the  ariDy  fouud  conilderable  provisioDS. 
TJiey  proceeded  after  48  hours  rest  three 
leaguet  to  Petty  Harbour.  They  entered  it 
the  next  day  and  leaving  fort;  men  to  BUard 
the  prisoners  tabeu  at  Kchoa,  marched 
forward,  the  Eogliah  at  St.  John's  wpre 
ignorant  of  the  pmximi^  of  the  French  and 
perhapa  of  their  departure  from  Placentia, 
hut  the  want  of  otder  preaerred  in  leaving 
Petty  Harbour  and  the  nvgleci  to  n^coiinoitre 
tit.  John'a  well,  deprived  the  atmy  of  all 
advantage  of  lurpriskg  it. 

There  were  then  at  St.  John'a  two  forta, 
one  much  larger  ihau  the  other.  They  bi^n 
at  the  former,  which  was  well  defended,  the 
Knglisb  keeping  upon  Ihe  besiegers  a  constant 
fir«  of  bombs  and  cannon  balls  which  the 
Freneb  atood  with  all  poasible  inirepiijiiy. 
Mevertbelatia  we  hud  only  fifteen  killed  or 
wonuded,  the  Chevalier  de  la,  eii*ign  among 
them.  Want  of  ammunition  at  latt  forced 
onr  mcD  to  raise  the  aicge,  a  part  of  the 
powder  brought  from  Pliicentia  having  been 
wet  in  croasing  (he  rivers  ;  but  they  did  not 
draw  off  till  Ihej  had  laid  in  asbea  every 
boa>e  around  the  barbonr. 

On  the  5lh  of  March  the  army  decamped 
and  marched  to  Porillon,  where  the  inhabi- 
taou  at  first  made  a  ahow  of  defence  but  soon 
KUrrendered.  The  town  was  burned,  after 
which  Mart^y,  who  had  brought  bis  faithful 
NeaeamlMOUil,  was  detached  with  the  Indians 
and  a  part  u(  the  Canadians  to  Carhonniere 
and  Bouavisin  wii borders  lo  bum  and  destroy 
■II  the  eoatt,  which  be  executed  without  losing 
a  aingle  man,  so  great  was  the  terror  among 
the  English. 

HiR  very  oame  nade  the  arma  fall  from 
(he  banda  of  the  mott  resolute  and  gave  him 


a  DDmbM-  of  priaonem  whom  he  had  only  the 
trouble  of  binding.  But  he  had  lo  reserve 
Carbouniere  Island  for  another  time.  It  held 
three  hundred,  and  was,  as  I  have  aald, 
loaccesaibte  in  winter. 

Every  other  place  was  carried  or  aub- 
mitted  t  MM.deLinclot,  de  VilledonoSaud  de 
Beletre  thoroughly  supported  Montiiiny,  and 
Nescambiouit,  a«  luual,  dtaiingiiished  him- 
self. Id  fine,  this  campaign  completely 
ruined  the  English  trade  in  Newfoundland. 
(^HKa's  Charlevoix.) 

(6.)     PKKHALUin-'g    DEBCBIPTIOlt. 

The  depcent  that  the  enemy  afrsin  made 
on  Newfoundland  waa  more  terrible  and 
surprising  than  the  former;  for  on  Jannarv 
2lBt,  at  brrak  of  day,  M.  Supercas^  fell  oil 
St  .lobn's.  where-  in  the  sparse  of  two  hours  ail 
were  become  prisoners  of  war  except  those  in 
the  castle  und  fort.  The  night  tiefore  the 
eDierpriiw,  they  were  obliired  (o  lie  on  a  bed 
of  snow,  six  feet  deep,  tor  fear  of  being  dia- 
covered,  which  cruspiI  euch  numbness  in  tbe 
joiula  of  several,  that  the  General  vowed 
revenge,  and  accordingly  executed  his  resent- 
mom,  tor  that  he  dei<troyed  all  before  him. 
and  gave  no  quarter  for  some  time,  till 
M.  Boocore,  who  was  a  gentleman  of  more 
humanity,  did  interpose  and  abate  his  fury. 
The  number  that  they  took  alive  was  one 
hundred  and  forty,  whom  they  sent  into  the 
garrison,  not  out  of  pity  to  the  prisoners 
but  with  a  design  to  starve  the  whole  [eoo- 
firmed  by  Lieut.  Moody],  After  that  they 
laid  sie^  to  the  garrison  and  fort,  which 
continued  thirty  days  without  relief;  (except- 
ing three  who  made  their  escape  lo  the  former 
and  seventeen  to  the  latter).  In  the  fort  were 
only  forty  men  under  thecommand  of  Captain 
Moody  and  twelve  in  the  castle  underCaptain 
Latham,  who  behaved  themselves  with  such 
bravery  that  ihey  slighted  ail  manner  of 
tenders  that  were  made  them  of  surrender, 
with  the  highest  contempt  imaginable.  Upon 
this,  the  enemy  committed  many  barbarities 
and  sent  several  tbreatenings  i  but  they  had 
no  inBuence  on  either  ofBcers  or  soldiers,  for 
they  plied  their  bombs  and  mortar  pieces  to 
so  Eood  effect,  that  they  killed  several,  and 
loat  but  three  in  the  whole  engagement. 

After  this  the  French  steered  to  Con- 
anmption  Bay,  having  first  demolished  all  the 
Englilh  settlements  in  Trinity  and  Bonavista, 
where  they  liumt  their  stages  and  boats  and 
laid  a  cootribnlion  besides  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants. From  thence  they  went  lo  Carboneer, 
where  they  met  with  some  repulse,  and 
finding  their  proviaions  fall  short,  they  sent 
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ft  farther  Dumber  [of  the  inbabitknti]  into 
the  fort  [William],  retterviog  the  most  skilful 
and  able  figbermen  for  themselves  ontil  the 
succeeding  spriiig.  [The  laHei  part  ot  the 
accoQDt  ii>  alightl;  confused.]  [S.  Fxnballow, 
Indian  Wan.  1728.] 

(c.)  Campbbll'b  kocoji-n. 

AecooDl  OD  June  15th  1T0S  of  Colin 
Campbell  merchant  ot  the  attack  ou  St.  John's 
written  from  memory — the  deipalchei  from 
Lt.  Moody  &e.  baring  boen  Ihrovn  overboard 
lo  (irevent  their  falliog  into  the  handa  of  a 
French  privateer  :  — 

That  on  the  Blat  Janj  1T05  the  French 
forces  under  M.  Subrrcas»  to  the  number  of 
BOO  men  (Indians  nnd  Canadian!  about  150 
inclnded)  marched  from  I'lacentis  to  Baj 
Biille  and  Petty  Harbour,  reacbing  St,  John's 
at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  took  it  by  lurpnM) 
and  after  having  barbarouiily  murdered  many 
of  the  inhabitoQls  and  made  the  best  prisonura, 
they  laid  sieee  to  the  fort  and  castle  com- 
manded in  chief  by  Lt  John  Moody  and 
Mr.  Riibert  Latham  with  seventy  men,  whereof 
about  twenty  inhabitants  i  they  conlinued  in 
the  harbour  till  tbe  S3  February  in  which 
time  the  If'rench  had  many  men  killed  and 
wounded  amongst  whom  were  severall  officers 
of  Dote  particularly  the  Govediour's  own 
nephew  i  the  fort  and  csslle  were  bravely 
defended  without  the  lusa  of  any  more  than 
one  Serjeant  and  two  or  three  private  meni 
during  the  time  the  French  burnt  and 
dislroyed  all  the  houses  storehouses  goods 
&c.  wluktsoever  in  St.  John's  and  marched 
South  as  far  as  Fair  Ellen's  [Ferrylaud] 
carrying  away  as  prisoners  all  the  inhabitanis 
and  myself  (a  few  sick  men  excupted)  and 
left  behind  the  Canadians  and  Indians  to 
make  good  their  retreat,  wbo  joined  them 
soon  after  committing  the  like  baibarity  as 
they  bad  done  at  St.  John's  all  along  as  they 
went  as  Kitty  Vitly,  Petty  Harbour,  Bay  of 
Bulls,  and  Fair  Ellen  &c.,  where  I  obtained 
my  liberty  by  humble  lollicitaiions.  At  Fair 
Ellen  M.  Snbercass  ordered  tbe  Canadians 
and  Indians  [about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men]  under  M.  Montigny  to  mareh  Nnrthwaid 
whicb  next  day  Ihey  did  by  Holyrcod  burning 
and  destroying  in  like  mannerthe  harbours  of 
Harbonrmaine,  Breckhouse  [Brtgus]  Forle- 
erave.  Island  Cove,  Harbour  Grace,  Carbineer, 
%a.j  of  Vardes  &o.  and  when  I  came  away  on 
tbe  4th  May  thCT  were  not  gone  away  from 
Trinity  Bay ;  H.  Snbercass  with  the  rest  of  tbe 
forces  returned  lo  Placenlia  by  Trepasse  end 
St.  Mary's  with  200  English  prisoners  and  is 
there  safely  arrived. 

He  says  further  :  The  packet  also  con- 
tained depositions  from  Lt.  Mood^  against 
one  Mr.  John  Roop  of  St.  John's  importing 
that  the  said  Roop  had  indeavoured  to 
persuade  the  inhabitants  during  the  winter 
from  conlriboting  any  assistance  by  watching 
at  the  forts  and  Arbour  and  while  tbe  French 


were  thei«  discovered  to  them  whatever  ho 
knew  of  the  weakness  of  the  Fort  and  Castle 
and  that  tbe  enemy  acknowledged  lo  have 
received  consideiBble  service*  from  him  and 
after  three  or  four  days  he  was  at  petfect 
liberty  during  all  the  time  tbe  French 
contiuaed  at  St.  John's.  1  believe  the  fortifi- 
cationn  require  to  be  repaired  especially  F<Mt 
William  and  the  outworks. 
(^Rtcord*.') 

(d.)   CAMrBBLI,'!   FtJBTHBK  ACOODNT. 

Colleo  Campbell  ntaketb  oath  that 
M  Supercass'  men  during  the  time  they  were 
at  St  John's,  they  m  a  moat  barbarous  manner 
did  marder  in  and  about  St  John's  to  Uie 
number  of  thirty  and  hiltng  to  reduce  the 
forts  burnt  all  the  houses,  3  or  3  excepted, 
and  when  they  departed  the  Goveraor  sui 
in  his  bearing  :  That  at  another  time  they 
would  destroy  what  they  now  left,  and  carried 
away  as  prisoners  the  greater  part  of  the 
harbour ;  as  far  as  he  can  remember  the  loues 
sustained  by  them  from  tbe  French  on  this 
occasion  did  amount  according  to  the  oaths 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  laken  by  Ll  Moody 
to  between  one  hundred  and  forty  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  poonds  stg. 

Com  CmrasLL. 
(BeeonU.) 

(s.)  RiCHAED  Savpboh's  Aocottmt. 

He  says  two  companies  of  French  soldier* 
each  between  40  and  60  commanded  by 
M  Supercass,  90  Indians  and  between  two 
and  three  hundred  inhabitants  of  Plaeentia 
arrived  at  Bt  John's  on  the  21st  Jsooary  half 
an  hour  before  day  and  surprised  the  harbour 
(they  not  having  kept  this  winter  any  guards 
and  killed  nine  ^  je  inhabttimts  vis.  :  [namel 
given]  and  some  of  the  soldiers  who  wet« 
permitted  to  He  in  the  harbour. 

There  being  no  guard  kept  in  ye  North 
Battery  they  took  ye  Cannon  there  being  13 
with  which  they  annoyed  ye  South  Batteir 
having  found  two  barrells  of  powder  which 
belonged  to  ye  fort  or  ye  Quern*  alorthoure 
by  tkt  water  Midi.  Tbe  Erst  day  they  attacked 
the  South  Battery  which  was  commanded  by 
Lt.  Robert  Latham  who  had  12  soldiers  and 
15  inhabitants  ;  ye  French  fired  on  them  out 
of  ye  woods  very  much  with  two  great  guns 
which  they  found  on  ye  South  point. 

In  ye  main  garrison  we  had  two  men 
killed  J.  Bargery  a  serjt.  and  John  Tieldad 
inhsbitanf.  The  French  sent  very  often  small 
parties  between  10  and  20  to  amuse  the 
garrison  which  were  geuerally  commanded  by 
a  Serjt  but  to  tbe  sonth  side  they  always  sent 
a  commissioned  officer.  They  allowed  the 
people  at  Kitty  Vitty  having  a  hundred  men 
fit  to  bear  arms  to  live  in  their  own  bouses 
but  tbey  never  offered  to  go  to  the  help  of  the 

Sirrison  and  told  the  enemy  of  one  Richard 
ing  proposing  going  to  ye  fort  and  tbey  had 
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him  presently  killed.  Several  tnhabilnDts 
wore  biupccted  of  being  in  correspondence 
with  tbo  French. 

They  destroyed  all  the  toon  except  foar 
bODies  and  took  all  the  inhabicaota  with  them 
to  Petty  Hiirbour  four  men  beioK  killed  on 
the  road  rrom  whence  the  inhabitants  were  at 
libertf  except  60  or  TO  whom  they  carried 
to  FltMAentin  sevenl  of  which  have  eince 
•«aped. 

The  said  Campbell  aod  one  Pemberton 
wae  Mnt  from  ye  French  eevenil  timei  with  a 
flag  of  tmce  and  that  the  French  having 
band  some  papers  with  John  Roope  have 
taken  b!m  to  Plaoentia  and  intend  to  send 
him  to  France  and  the  sd  Boope  is  afraid  they 
will  oeTCT  relea«e  bim. 

BlCHAKD  SaMFSON. 

IS  June  17DS. 

CRtcordt.) 


(/.)  RooFB'a  AcootniT. 

M.  SapercaiH  surprized  the  town  all  bat 
ye  gmtrisnii  and  neare  ye  fort  for  noma  little 
time  gave  do  quarter  but  soone  contrudicied 
that  order  j  all  ye  men  which  were  about  2^3 
were  put  in  ye  Church  for  a  prinon  which  in 
an  open  place  and  itt  being  bitter  sharp  frost 
Ukd  mncli  snow  often  falling  scverull  died  of 
ye  cold  and  several  bad  their  feet  frozen. 
Some  days  after  he  sent  some  Indians  to 
Torbny  who  killed  two  men  several  hoars 
after  they  had  given  them  quarter ;  aud  after 
those  in  ye  Cboruh  bad  been  ihrte  a  month 
be  sent  80  of  them  under  guard  of  a  French 
party  without  Indiana  (each  prisoner  liaving 
a  burden  of  SO  lbs.  on  bia  back)  to  carry  to 
Petit  hurbuar  their  plunder  but  five  being 
taint  and  not  able  to  carry  their  butdeng 
and  for  no  other  raasua  were  barbarously 
mordered. 

The  Indiana  for  some  months  after  went 
lo  parties  and  everywhere  disturbed  ye 
fishery  and  in  Trinity  Bay  and  Bonavista 
committed  several  barbaroas  murders  aa  'tis 
■aid    10    men    and    2    little    childreo  after 

M.  SupercMs  when  departed  bumed  and 
destroyed  all  ye  btmli^,  houaes  &o.  and 
carried  with  him  150  of  the  ablest  men  and 
forced  them  by  ill  usage  to  work  on  their 
fishery;  some  ofBcera  did  pay  them  others 
did  not  and  ye  inhabitants  gave  them  nothing, 
and  att  ye  end  of  the  season  he  sent  sei-erall 
to  Canada,  some  to  France  and  some  still  at 
Ptacentia  who  are  said  to  have  entered  the 
French  terrice  all  ye  Irish  are  certainly 
entted. 

CRecordi.} 


(^.)   BoOFB'B  FttBTHBK  ACOODKT'. 

About  daybreak  M.  Subercaas  came  and 
in  two  bodies  fell  in  uppon  ye  harbonr  yrx 
one  of  them  by  ye  fort  who  killed  and  looke 
all  ye  people  yt  were  in  ye  housea  under  ^^e 
glacis  ueare  an  hour  before  it  was  known  in 


ye  fort  and  it  was  known  by  means  of  one 
Archebald  Taylour  a  sokltHr  about  suns 
ryseing  lowered  ye  little  drawbridge  and  went 
out  witb  a  bottle  of  Turn  to  drink  with  some 
of  his  ooDsorts  but  when  he  came  to  ye 
nttmoBt  part  of  ye  glacis  he  saw  ye  enemy 
who  fyered  on  him  which  made  bim  tunm 
and  runn  to  ye  bridge  and  pull  it  up  and 
allarmed  ye  garrisons  who  came  some  cloathed 
and  some  not  and  then  about  five  or  six  of 
the  enemy  crep  up  to  the  lop  of  the  ghtcis 
and  fired  and  killed  one  of  our  people,  one 
of  them  was  killed,  ye  rest  retireed  to  their 
body  which  was  under  shellcr  of  tome  houses 
about  80  paces  from  there  and  then  out 
people  went  to  clear  away  ye  snow  from  ye 
gunns  which  there  was  all  ye  times  ye  enemy 
was  neare  ye  forts.  And  immediately  after 
tbey  sate  fire  to  one  of  ye  houses  and  retired 
ill  ye  tmoake  thereof;  about  II  days  after 
M.  Subercaes  sent  a  truce  with  a  letter,  a 
copy  of  which  I  herewith  offer  [see  p.  243] 
ye  purport  whereof  was  to  have  a  parlee, 
which  was  held  for  four  daya  and  then  broke 
off;  on  ye  Sd  day  M.  Subercass  forced  me 
to  write  the  letter  to  Mr.  Latham  tben  com- 
manded ye  Southside  Castle  aud  that  ia  tbo 
letter  yr  Lordships  were  informed  was 
treasonable  which  letter  I  herewith  present 
[see  p.  244].  M.  Subercass  not  gainiog  bis 
point,  having  found  two  barrels  of  powder 
gott  two  facre  guns  on  a  hill  about  300  yards 
from  ye  Southside  CJsitU  began  to  cannonade 
ye  woodwork  thereof  and  fired  on  ye  first 
day  about  So  shot  but  seeing  he  did  little  or 
no  dam^i^,  he  fired  but  now  and  theo  and 
seeing  vt^  sloope  he  had  orders  I  to  come  with 
30U  shells  and  an  11  inch  mortar  did  not 
appear  nor  tbeir  fire-arrows  that  they  threw 
into  ye  Southside  Castle  did  not  take  (for 
tbey  were  not  well  made)  ho  prepared  to  go 

1  have  before  described  how  they  burnt  ye 
houses  and  treated  ye  prisoners,  1  only  forgot 
that  one  Gouling  a  missiocary  Jesuit  allwaya 
kept  close  to  ye  Indian*  until  they  came  to 
Ferriland.  In  eight  days  he  arrived  at 
Feiriland  where  thi-y  destroyed  all,  for  on 
going  forth  they  had  buroed  none  and  whilst 
in  St.  John's  tbey  declared  that  if  tbey  could 
take  the  lort  they  would  destroy  nothing,  that 
M.  Ciistabelle  ye  Leu'  du  Boy  was  to  be 
Goveruour  and  a  Capucian  Friar  come  to  he 
chaplain,  that  which  fnar  came  from  Quebec 
and  is  !>till  at  Placeniia  and  da  said  there 
that  there  was  an  order  from  ye  Court  of 
France  for  ye  eipedition  j  'tis  agreed  by  all 
there  that  as  soon  as  ye  Charenle  which  ii 
a  Kings  ship  arrived  att  Placeotia,  La  Vetpt 
was  with  all  speed  fitted  out  for  Quebec 
and  brought  bach  about  loo  Indiaoa  and 
Canadiam  of  ye  race  of  ye  French. 

Three  days  after  thay  came  ta  Fern- 
land  they  departed  and  then  sent  away 
M  Moutipiy  and  most  of  the  Canadians  who 
went  fint  to  Conception  Bay  and  plundered 
and  demroycd   ail   there  (Carbonear  Island 
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excepted),  from  tbcoce  (o  Tiiuity  Bi;  ;  fr»ia 
Iheuce  to  BurDS  Vi«ta  vtliere  Lt  Moody  (as 
'tiK  Bald)  had  ccDBlituleilnueUeorffe  SriSnton 
Cbiete  nhii  is  a  Quuker  and  ye  spirit  not 
moving  him,  he  capitulated  as  noon  na  aum- 
nioiieil  and  agreed  to  pay  a  certain  sum, 
350  ii  of  wch  HUB  to  be  paid  b;  bill  of 
eichaogn  in  ttogl'm  ui  M  MontinDy  but  wiien 
he  capicubted  be  wa«  ou  aa  Island  aod  had 
IZO  men  with  B  guns  and  ecvenll  Biorea  and 
anna  of  ye  QiicenB  whiub  he  had  had  from 
Ll  iklondy  ;  bad  notice  uf  je  enemy  aud  well 


nye 


They  carried  all  je  plunder  of  Conccp- 
lioD  and  Triniiy  Bay  over  ye  i»bmua  of  Buy 
Bulls  in  Triiiily  Bay  where  ye  iund  carriage 
in  butt  2  litile  miles  oil  plaine  ground  and 
where  they  launch  over  boats  of  three  or  four 
tun  and  it  is  ih&t  way  they  infent  otii  northern 

About  ye  begiDDJog  of  July  (here  came 
1o  I'lacenlia  about  150  liidlane  of  another 
nation  and  brought  their  wivea  and  children 
and  went  immediately  to  disturb  our  fisheiy 
and  ye  Governor  did  declare  that  our  fii^bery 
should  always  be  disturbed  and  that  be 
expected  a  greater  force  and  ihtn  would  ajiaio 
attempt  St  Johns. 

John  Roopb. 
iRtcordt.) 

(A.)  Anotber  Fbbnch  Accocnt. 

[Bithop  Howley,  who  translated  this 
MS.  and  published  it  in  the  F.Btning 
Ttlegram  of  December  13,  1693,  aajB  :— 
"This  account  Is  taken  from  the  Collection 
dt  D-cvmenU  Helali/a  i  I'Hiiloire  de  la 
Nouvtlle  France,  publiahed  noder  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Legislature  of  Qut^bec  in  1883. 
Tbe  original  of  the  present  MSS.  is  in  French. 
The  name  of  the  author  is  unknowo,  biil  it  is 
auppo^ed  (o  be  either  Ckauiiegroi  de  Lery  or 
Gedeon  de  Calalogne."] 

bfocsieiir  de  Subercasse  waa  namrd 
Oovernor  of  Piacentia  in  ITOa.  In  1704, 
M.  Subercasse  sent  to  Quebec  to  M.  the 
Marquees  of  Vaudrenil,Govemoi-G(Denl  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  Canada,  the  King's 
■hip  L«  Vape,  commanded  by  Monsieur 
Delepiney,  to  demand  a  detachment  of  troope 
to  go  aiid  deftroy  the  colonies  (or  setije- 
menls)  of  the  English  ou  the  coasts  of  New- 
[oaDdlabd.  '  •  •  We  left  Quebec  on  the 
Bud  of  November  </e  ieiideouii'n  de  la  Toui- 
Htn(>  to  tbe  number  of  40  French,  und  40 
AbenBi|iiis  (Indians),  and  arrived  at  I'tscentia 
the  IMh.  Preparations  were  at  once  made; 
rackets  and  slide*  got  ready  to  go  direct  to 
St.  John's.  But  at  the  winter  was  very  mild, 
and  it  did  not  freeze  up  to  the  ISIh  of 
January,  we  began  to  despair  of  carrying  out 
the  project,  although  everything  was  ready. 

Ou  the  14tb  it  froie  hard,  and  on  tbe 
1 1th  we  began  the  march.  Each  one  carried 
his  outfit  and  grub  {nivre-)  ou  his  back,  as 
thrtre  was  no  snow  down  to  enable  us  to  use 
the  slides,  vhich  weie  left  behind,  and  the 


greater  pari  also  threw  away  their  rackets ; 
but  when  we  were  at  a  short  distaoce  from 
Beboulle,  an  English  settlement,  snow  fell  to 
a  depth  of  two  feet.  So  we  were  delayed  (or 
two  days.  Among  400  men  we  had  only 
60  pairs  of  rackets.  It  whs  pitiable  to  see 
those  who  had  none  sinking  to  the  thighs  in 
the  snow. 

At  length  we  arrived  at  Beboulle, 
where  we  surpiised  the  Inhabitauti',  and  we 
refreshed  ourselves  for  two  dajs  and  left  a 
garrison  there.  We  then  scaled  tbe  mountain, 
which  is  very  steep,  high,  and  wooded; 
then  follow  a  sort  of  marshes  or  barrens 
(pJaines)  for  four  leagues,  with  little  drokes 
of  woods  here  and  there.  Tbe  snow  was  very 
deep,  and  the  men  without  rackets  were  very 
much  fatigued.  M.  de  Coeinbelle  was  of  ibis 
number,  and,  not  being  able  to  reach  the 
camp,  ho  remained  in  a  small  wood,  where 
he  bad  spread  a  sail  to  serve  as  a  tent,  and, 
being  seated  beneath  it,  one  of  his  men,  in 
cutting  a  tree  to  make  a  fire,  let  ii  fall  npon 
the  lenr,  so  that  M.  de  Costabelle  was  caught 
like  a  marten-cat  in  a  trap  I  It  wss  necessary 
to  cut  the  tree  in  order  to  get  bim  out,  during 
which  bme  he  was  very  much  inconvenienced. 
We  did  not  know  anything  of  this  accident 
nntil  the  following  day.  M.  Subercasse  sent 
me  with  four  strong  Canadians  to  bis  assist- 
ance. I  found  him  lying  down,  and  nnable 
to  walk.  1  made  a  litter  and  had  him  carried 
by  two  men,  and  in  many  pinces  we  had  to 
cut  a  rrad  through  tbe  bnshea  to  get  hiu 
along.  That  evening  we  made  a  tilt  for  him 
(cabane) ;  the  troops  took  Fctiy  Harboat 
withoat  any  reaislanee.  The  following  day 
we  left  him  in  charge  of  S  Ahenaquis,  to  whom 
we  promised  eight  dollars  (Anict  emu).  So 
we  left  him  there  with  a  good  escort 

The  following  day,  Blst  March,  we 
gained  the  depth  of  the  wood  to  ronnd  the 
bottom  of  tbe  bay  of  tbe  harhonr  of  St.  John's, 
where  we  arriied  before  sunset.  Altbo'  it  was 
inteniely  cold  we  were  not  allowed  to  make 
a  fire.  Kacb  one  sought  a  bed  beneath  the 
firs,  which  are  vrry  (hick,  and  we  placed  our 
moccasins  under  us,  to  thaw  them,  so  that 
we  would  be  able  to  put  them  on  next  da}'. 
Before  nightfall  we  asceuded  with  M.  Suber- 
casse a  height  from  which  one  could  see  all 
the  harbour  wtlhout  being  ahle  to  distinguish 
the  forL  Having  returned,  M.  de  Subercasse 
told  me  that  M.  De  Custabelle  and  the  other 
Mtssieurs  (^u.  officers)  were  not  for  attack- 
ing the  fort  until  after  all  the  merebanta  and 
inhabitants  should  have  been  taken.  1  said 
that  that  was  a  sure  way  not  to  succeed. 
They  relied  upon  the  fact  that  they  had 
despatched,  from  Placenlia,  a  brigantine,  with 
orders  to  joinlis  at  St.  John's.  She  was 
armed  with  a  morlar  and  a  number  of  bombs. 
However,  he  gave  orders  to  M.  De  Beaucourt 
to  go  straight  to  the  fort,  to  surprise  aikd 
enter  it,  saying  to  him  that  appetite  comes 
with  eating.  M.  de  Montigoy  commaQded 
another  detaohueDl  of  Canadians  and  Indians, 
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•Dd  M.  L'Hermille  nurebed  at  the  head  of 
the  PUc«Dtia  m«D,  wbo,  fi>r  want  of  r»:keiB, 
toaht  Dot  folio*  the  racketen,  who  iraited 
for  them  till  broad  d&jligbi. 

He  (L'Henuilte)  had  taken  the  beaten 
path  by  which  the  English  bring  their  wood, 
mi  that  it  was  necessary  to  run  at  full  speed 
to  inieat  all  the  hoiuen,  and  the  inhabitants 
were  taken  in  their  night  ihirts  ((on*  ntidt 
m  rkeaiUe,  the  MS.  is  not  very  claar  here. — 
M.  F.  H.) 

At  the  fort : — M.  de  Beaucourt  coDtrnted 
himaelf  with  walking  along  the  glacis  of  the 
fort,  without  a  soul  itin-ing ;  and  the  Indiaoi 
took  three  or  four  famiUes  oiiiside,  or  beyond 
the  fort.  For  all  that  the  garrison  did  Dot 
wake  op,  and  it  was  about  H  o'clock  when  I 
arrired  at  the  foot  of  the  glaciH,  where  I  found 
U.  L'Hennitte,  who  was  awaiting  orders.  I 
proposed  to  him  to  go  direct  to  the  fort. 
Ihe  dilchea  were  filled  with  snow;  be  said 
he  bad  not  orders  to  do  that.  At  last  an 
Englishman  ap^ared  on  the  paraput,  wbo 
admired  its  running  on  rackets  upon  the  slow, 
and  when  we  aimed  at  bim  he  ran  to  give 
woid  to  the  guard,  who,  with  aboveU,  cleared 
the  cannonn  of  snow  and  commenced  (o 
cannonade  as,  and  forced  ni  to  retire,  and 
kiUedtwoofourmen. 

All  the  inhabitants  and  merchants,  to 
the  number  of  317,  irere  placed  in  the  Itntple 
(>»:),  and  four  merchants  wbo  were  left  on 
parole  among  out  people.  As  there  were 
about  60  women,  itbo  would  bare  eauFcd 

disorder,  I  advised  M.  Subercasse  to  arnd 
them  to  the  fort,  which  was  done.  The  fort 
was  encliMed  with  "takes  to  a  certain  height 
in  tonn  of  a  terrace,  which  gave  it  the  depth 
of  a  ditch,  which  palissade  was  also  terraced 
behind,  and  almost  brifeiling  with  cannon. 
U*er  the  fosse  (or  ditch)  there  is  a  draw- 
bridge, and  the  glacis  on  the  water  side  and 
lowuds  the  bouses  i«  sloping  «t  a  moderate 
incline  (en  penle  atlre  la  douce  et  ta  rapid), 
Vit-i-Bia  on  the  other  side  of  the  harbour 
was  the  cAslle,  enclosed  by  ^ood  and  strong 
walls,  partly  wet  at  high  tide,  to  attack 
vessels  either  entering  or  going  out  (gu. 
Chain  Bock  Battery  —  M.  F.  H.)  There 
were  two  other  batteries,  one  above  the  other, 
thu  Ent  well  vaulted  and  ranging  at  water 
level  (ballattt  a  Jlear  de  Veaa ),  with  cannon 
of86  (fti.lbs.).  The  one  above  of  12)  the 
batteries  made  in  form  of  horae-shoe  iipt. 
Waldegrave  and  Queen's  batteries). 

As  the  stores  and  houses  of  the 
inhabitants  were  situated  ill  along  the  harbour 
for  about  Iialf  a  league,  the  If^ncb  troops 
took  ap  their  lodgings  as  they  cbose,  but  oat 
of  range  of  tbe  cannon,  and  they  establiibed 
a  service  of  gnarde  iit  the  foot  of  the  glacis. 

Some  days  passod  without  any  action 
being  taken,  although  the  garrisuii  made 
several  discbarges  of  csntion  every  morning 
upon  the  houses  from  which  they  saw  smoke 
issuing.  One  ball  carrird  away  the  pillow 
from  niidec  the  head*  of  MM.  Monsengs  and 


Davigrand,  who  wera  sleeping  together, 
without  wounding  them. 

At  about  a  league  from  Ihe  fort  there 
is  a  small  harbour,  called  Cjuidimity,  where 
there  were  72  Kiiglii>h  fishing.  M.  De 
Montigny,  with  tome  Canadians  and  Indian*, 
went  to  take  tbem,  and  there  was  there  a 
Befonner  of  the  Tremblers,  a  Quaker  (ua 
Heligiemaire  de  la  Trembladt  un  Quatre), 
who  was  their  commander.  They  ashed  to 
be  allowed  their  paiole.  It  was  granted  on 
condition  that  if  anyone  deserted  to  go  lo 
tbe  fort,  all  the  rest  would  be  put  to  tbe 
■word,  to  which  they  consented.  Some  of 
our  IndiHOt  went  there  occasionally  to  count 
them.  As  soon  as  the  Indian  came  thej  all 
put  themselves  in  a  row.  It  happened  that 
one  day  one  of  tbem  wished  to  desert ;  ib« 
others  followed  and  arrested  him,  and  gave 
notice  of  it  lo  the  French,  and  without  further 
trial  OF  procedure  be  had  his  bead  broken  00 
the  spot  where  be  was  taken. 

After  Ibree  or  four  days  of  refreshment 
M.  SubercasHc  sent  U.  de  Beaucourt  and  an 
interpreter  to  iiummon  Ihe  governor,  whose 
name  was  John  Maudy,  to  surrender  the  fort. 
He  replied  that  first  tie  would  like  to  consult 
with  Mr.  Cambell.  the  Commissary,  and  two 
of  the  principal  merchants,  wbo  were  prisoners. 
He  asked  M.  Subercasse  to  tend  them  lo  h' 


assured  him,  and  in  reply  he  requested 
M.  Subercasse  to  send  and  find  out  the 
sentiments  of  tbe  commander  of  the  castle, 
which  he  did ;  but  at  tbe  approach  of  tbe  flag, 
Ihe  commander  fired  upon  tbem  and  would 
not  enter  into  any  discussion. 

As  Ibis  castle  is  at  tbe  foot  of  the 
monnlsin  which  commands  it,  almort  per- 
pendicularly (meiKt  en  pl<mgennf),wB  houted 
up  with  capstans  four  piect-s  of  cannon,  of 
those  which  we  had  taken  from  the  detached 
platforms.  We  fired  a  few  shots  with  but 
little  effect.  However,  we  formed  a  guard  to 
harass  them  night  and' day.  They  kept 
ibemselves  always  ou  guard  for  the  33  day* 
that  we  besieged  them.  Tbe  steep  brow  of 
the  hill  prevented  the  cannon  from  the  fori 
from  doing  much  harm,  as  they  could  not 
reach  tbe  houses.  So  they  erected  a  scaffold- 
ing in  the  fort  and  placed  cannon  on  it.  by 
wbicb  means  they  could  command  the  honses. 
One  shot  struck  a  chimney,  and  some  of  the 
bricks  or  stones  flying  hom  it  broke  the  1^ 
of  a  Spaniard  whom  they  (the  French)  had  as 
a  prisoner ;  also  of  M.  Delean,  nephew  of 
M.  de  Subercasse.  Tbe  former  died  tbe  next 
day.  the  latter  the  third  day  after. 

Seeing  that  the  brigsntine  did  not  come, 
and  as  the  season  was  advancing,  tbey  deter- 
mined 10  decamp.  They  took  three  loads 
(rkarrors)  of  goods  from  Ibe  stores  and 
houses,  cKtinialed  at  tbe  value  of  about  40,000 
pounds  (fi'tres,  qu,  francs).  M.  de  Montigoy 
escorted  ihem  by  night-time  past  tbe  castle. 
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REIGN  OF  AKNE. 


The  night  hefore  tho  <1epartai«  it  froM 
bftrd,  and  the  whole  barboar  was  caught 
Elroug  enough  tn  bear  ■  horse,  which  forced 
them  to  bam  the  boatu  and  ahnoet  all  the 
mercbaadbe,  not  bein^  able  to  bring  them  by 
land.  In  the  meantime  the  iobabitanta  of 
Quimiditj,  who  had  twelre  nbaloupes  readj, 
offered  to  carry  oar  loads  to  Beboulle.  Their 
offer  va«  acceptei  ;  bat  we  onlj  gare  them 
proTiiions  to  carry.  And  we  left  on  the  5th 
of  March,  after  baring  set  fire  to  all  Ibe 
vegeeU,  aod  broken  ap  a  ship,  and  a  great 
number  of  boats. 

Note  that  M.  Montigny  had  been  to 
Conception  Bay.  where  he  fouud  all  the  io- 
babitantr  retired  to  the  Isle  of  Carbonniere, 
which  in  inaccessible.  When  we  got  to  Petit 
Harbour,  where  we  had  left  M.  de  Costabelle, 
as  we  had  made  alinost  all  our  priaoners 
follow,  we  resolved  to  send  on  gome  of  them  ; 
80  we  fitted  out  three  ehaloupes.  M.  de 
Costabelle  embarked  on  one  ot  tbeni ; 
M.  Durant,  commitisar;,  on  another,  and  we 
coasted  along,   destroying   all    the    English 


sad  brought  her  to  Placentia.  The  two 
citiseoi  in  charge  of  her,  Geffr;  and  Quinn, 
asked  to  be  allowed  free  on  parole,  which 
was  granted;  but  a  few  days  afterwards 
(Juinn  managed  to  get  a  ehaloupe  and  escape 
to  St.  John's.  GeOry  was  afterward*  ex- 
chanjied  for  a  Basque  named  Melle  Boup, 
whom  the  St,  John's  people  had  taken. 


When  we  arriTed  at  Forillon  the  enemy 
were  entrenched  with  caanoD.  M.  Suber- 
casse  sent  to  summon  them  to  surrender, 
which  they  refused  to  do ;  so  he  determined 
to  gire  battle.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  saw 
this  movement,  tbej  abandoned  their  posts, 
opened  the  door  to  us,  and  surrendered  at 
discretion. 

As  we  bad  no  farther  enemies  lo  fear, 
M.  de  Montigny  denuindeA  a  detachment  of 
Canadians  and  Indians  to  go  and  try  to  take 
the  island  of  Carbonniere.  They  made  some 
prL'oners  there,  and  socoe  plunder,  and  re- 
turned to  Flacentia,  where  we  had  arrived 
about  a  month  previously.  M.  de  Moutigny 
was  scarcely  arrived,  when  he  asked  for  a 
party  to  go  along  the  English  coasts,  which 
was  ftranted.  He  left,  and  took  tbe  route  of 
the  Bay  of  Carmel,  made  the  portage  of 
Trinity  Bay,  where  be  captured  &ie  inhabi- 
tants, and  took  their  eftvcts  in  his  little  boat, 
which  he  sent  back  to  Placentin,  and  he  him- 
self continued  bis  course  to  Bonneuisle, 
where  he  fbund  the  inhabitanls  entrenched 
on  the  island.  He  attacked  them  and,  with- 
out much  resistance,  they  surrendered  to 
about  50  men.  The  commander  of  the  line- 
lish,  who  was  a  merchant,  anked  lo  ransom 
himself  for  4,000  poundu  sterlicg,  which  he 
paid  by  a  draught  on  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Boston. 
De  Montigny,  on  receipt  of  the  money,  re- 
tired to  Flacentia,  promising  the  people  that 
they  should  not  t>e  fiiriher  molested  by  tbe 
French,  and  that  they  migbl  pursue  (heir 
fishery  in  peace. 

After  that  another  Canadian  went  to 
Bonavista  and  seiivd  more  prisoners,  who 
also  had  to  ofTer  round  sums  to  secure  their 

in    the    month    of   June,    M.    J^Tm, 

commander    of   a   vessel,   captured  a    prize 
which  was  going  from  Boston  to  St,  John's, 


■      (i,)    GuNKniL   NOTB. 

These  narratives  do  not  by  any  meani 
exhaust  the  matter  preserved  about  this 
troubled  year,  but  have  been  cboeen  m 
illnstratiug  tbe  period  best.  Lieut.  Moody 
kept  a  diary  recording  the  events  of  each  day ; 
it  is  very  interesting  but  too  long  to  print, 
and  not  easy  to  oondeuM.  The  evidence  of 
Campbell  and  Sampson  must  be  received  with 
discrimination,  ^mpson,  who  wu  Camp- 
bell's servant,  made  a  further  affidavit  that  he 
had  been  made  drunk  by  Major  Lloyd  and 
oompelled  lo  sign  bis  first  and  afterward* 
signed  a  third,  reciting  that  the  second  bad 
been  obtained  by  Campbell  placing  ft  pistol 


II.  Lord  Ssrtmouth'B  Report.  1706. 

(Abatraoi.) 

[Written  by  Mattsbw  Pbiok, 

January  16,  1706.] 

The  EngliHh  have  at  all  limes  osed  thia 
Fishery  on  the  Eastern  coast  and  in  Harbours 
and  Fishing  places  on  that  side,  wherein  they 
are  protected  against  the  French  in  the 
Summer  iSeason  by  yearly  convoys  and  men 
of  war  sent  (hither.  A  Fort  was  erected 
some  years  past  in  Bay  St.  John's  fbr  tbe 
defence  of  the  inhabitants  and  retreat  of 
others  that  may  come  for  prolectioa  from 
other  harbours  during  the  winter. 

The  French  who  nsQallj  fish  fhnn 
Flacentia  on  the  south  to  westward,  and 
Northward  of  the  Istind ;  have  their  fortifiea- 
tions  in  L'lacentia  Bay  for  defence  of  theiT 
Trade  and  Protection  of  their  fishery 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  last  war,  the 
Conviiys  and  men  of  war  sent  to  Newfound- 
land have  at  times  very  much  molested  tbe 
French  in  thi.ir  trade  and  fishery,  taken 
considerable  number  of  ships  and  destroyed 
their  fishing  Materials  On  the  South  Coast, 
BO  the  French  hare  taken  all  advantage  to 
annoy  her  Majesty's  subjects  by  their 
shipping  i  but  chiefly  by  land,  with  assistance 
of  Canadians  as  well  French  u  Indians. 

Mans.  Suhercase,  Governor  of  Flacentia. 
came  in  January  last  with  about  430  men, 
surprised  the  fishing  places  to  the  Southwapl 
of  St.  John's  an<l  possessed  himself  ot  that 
Harbour,  Forts  excepted,  where  garrison* 
maintained  themselves  agninst  the  enemy  abt, 
thirty  days  when  thev  retired. 

They  marched  from  St,  John's  to  Ferry- 
land  and  then  Northward  to  Bonavista  and 
committed  barbarities  and  destroyed  boats 
and  llakes  in  the  harbours. 
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LOED  DARTMOUTH'S  EEPOBT. 


Honi.  de  SabercaBse  took  Biray  wiih 
him  a  bandred  and  fifty  of  onr  ablest  men, 
forcing  theni  to  work  id  the  Trench  FinharT  i 
U  the  end  of  the  teanoa  lent  ienral  of  tLe 
jonnft  men  to  Canada  and  to  Fiance,  the  rest 
are  Htill  nt  Placenda,  the]'  are  BBld  to  have 
entered  French  Rervice  panicularlj  the  Irish. 

Placentia  is  the  onlj  placu  TortiGed  b; 
the  French  in  Newfoundtind,  Two  Forts 
there.  Id  lower  Fort  thiny-Bix  Guns  and  in 
the  Castle  on  the  Hill  eleven  Gddb  and  two 
Mortars.  Three  compBnj'g  of  aoldiers,  in 
whole  one  hundred  and  twentj  men.  In- 
habitants— two  hundred  flghting  men  and  can 
draw  fnrther  supply's  from  i^itlements  in 
Canida,  besides  Indians. 

Oar  chief  Fishery  is  on  the  East  of 
Newfoundland  from  Cape  Race  to  Cape 
BonaTista  uid  French  euiploy  craft  around 
rest  of  Island.  Fish  coming  from  the  South- 
ward reach  the  French  in  the  beginning  of 
April,  whereas  they  do  not  con-.e  to  our  most 
•anthem  Harbours  before  the  end  of  the 
monih  aod  not  to  St.  John's  till  the  middle 
of  May  ;  the  French  hivinff  beach  on  the 
coast  side,  to  dry  and  cure  fish  ran  be  ready 
to  Fish  in  four  or  five  days  after  their  arriial 
and  on  the  E.  and  N.  side  of  the  Island, 
having  not  met  with  moleslalion  from  lis  in 
lhe«e  desolate  harbours,  find  their  stages  aud 
flakes  in  oiindllion  they  left  them,  whereas 
we  haTB  snflered  much  in  destruction  of 
hoasen  flake*  and  stuges  by  incursions  of 
French  of  Placentia  assisted  by  their  neigh. 
boors  of  Canada, 

We  have  upon  the  petition  of  Merchants 

ted  oar  opinion  that  two  or  more  men 
r  might  be  appointed  early  in  the  year 
lo  convoy  the  Filing  Ships  and  two  others 
to  convoy  sack  ships,  which  have  been 
accordingly  ordered. 

Salt  tor  fishery  chiefly  supplied  from 
PortaKalj  ordered  convoy's  for  salt  ships 
ftom  Lisbon  lo  Newfoundland. 

Has  been  onr  care,  to  prevent  Irrega- 
larities  committed  b^  inhabitants  and  Fisher- 
men, lo  give  Instruction  to  Commodore,  with 
regard  tu  the  late  Act  of  ParliamenL 

We  further  offer ;  That  the  English  thnt 
continue  yearly  ia  Newfoundland  are  dis- 
pened  into  about  thirty  greater  harbours 
besides  coves  and  other  Fishing  places  above 
Eighty  leagaes  distant  from  N,  to  S.  according 
to  following  scheme  : —  [Omitted.] 

That  the  English  live  there  the  whole 
year  without  civiU  or  Military  Government 
except  St.  John's  where  are  fortifications 
with  a  Captain  who  commands  only  bin  own 
officers  and  soldiers ;  By  reason  of  the  dis- 
tances of  the  habitations  from  each  other 
and  the  inhabitants  being  nndcr  no  discipline 
tbey  will  be  exposed  to  iucnrsioiks  of  the 
enemy,  who  are  under  strict  mlea  of  Govem- 

For  better  security  of  the  harbours  of 
St.  John's  a  boom  and  chain  has  been  phKed 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbonr  on  repre«enta- 


tioD  to  Her  Majri^ty.  And  for  beneflt  of 
Merchants  and  Planters,  we  represented  to 
Her  M^esty  ihat  the  officers  of  the  Garrison 
of  St.  John's  be  strictly  prohibited  from 
trading  for  thereby  they  have  appnrlnuity  of 
engrosing  ttade  and  forestalling  the  Market. 

And  thai  the  Prise  officer  settled  there 
be  for  the  same  reasons  forbiddtn  to  trade 
except  for  disposal  of  ships  and  goods  brought 
as  prises  into  Newfoundland.  Orders  in  this 
behalf  have  in  like  manner  been  given. 

Our  Fishery  has  not  of  late  years  been 
so  considerable  as  formerly,  imputed  chiefly 
to  die  interruptioni  occasioned  by  war  as  well 
in  winter  as  Fishing  Seasons  and  in  the  passage 
of  our  ships  to  and  from  Europe  as  also  by 
want  of  a  vent  for  onr  Fish  in  the  dominions 
of  Spain  and  other  parts  of  the  MedilerraneaD. 

This  trade  was  first  supported  by  an  Act 
of  Parliament  in  the  second  year  of  King 
Edward  the  Sixth  ;  a  commission  was  sent  in 
IGiafarenquiriog  into  abuses  ;  several  refla- 
tions haviiig  been  Ihereupoa  agreed  in  the 
Star  Chamber  the  same  were  firamed  into  a 
charter  in  1633  known  as  the  ■esteru  cbarttr— 
this  continued  in  'force  till  1 699  when  an  Act 
of  Parliameut  was  past  to  Encourage  Trade 
to  Newfoundland  by  which  the  same  is  at 
present  regulated— and  we,  having  carefully 
observed  tbe  management  of  the  Fishery  in 
pursDBDce  of  the  said  Act,  do  find  by  Infor- 
mation, of  diven  matters  prejudicsl  to  thia 
Trade. 

That  in  general  the  inhabitants  have  not 
dne  regard  to  the  Hegulalioos  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  it  being  found  that  N.  of  St 
John's  as  far  as  Carbanier  and  8.  as  far  as 
Fen7]and,  the  trees  have  been  riiidod  and 
woods  destroyed  as  much  as  before  the  Act. 

Fishing  Admirals  and  msstersof  ships  do 
not  eiactly  observe  the  Bules  of  the  Act. 
There  are  few  Admirals  capuble  of  keeping 
Journals  aud  Accounts  as  the  Act  directs. 
Fishing  Admirals  before  the  30th  of  August 
will  hear  complaints,  but  none  received  after  ; 
tbey  being  generally  the  greatest  offenders 
themselves. 

Vessels  from  New  England  supply  New- 
foundlaud  with  provisions  vii  Bread,  Beef, 
Pork,  Flour,  Pease,  Butter,  Boards,  and  great 
(^uautitys  of  Tobacco.  Knropean  commodiilet 
carried  lo  Newfoundland  by  masters  of  ships 
as  follows :  from  France  m  lime  of  peace, 
Brsndy,  Wine,  Salt  linnen  canvas  paper. 
Hats  and  Silks;  from  Spain,  Wine,  Brandy, 
Iron;  from  Portugal  Wine,  Brandy,  Salt, 
Gyle  and  Lionea ;  all  which  gocds  sold  or 
truckt  with  traden  from  New  Eogknd  for 
Tobacco  Sugar  &c.  which  they  carry  to 
Foreign  Farts  to  at  the  end  of  the  year 
masters  are  wholy  taken  np  in  Management 
of  that  illegal  trade. 

New  England  Traden  seldom  depart  till 
men  of  war  are  sailed  and  then  carry  away 
handy- crafts-Men,  Seamen  and  Ushermeu 
whom  they  eniice  in  expectation  of  great 
wages. 
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MasterB  of  ship*  negligent  in  briugin^ 
their  men  home,  whtrehj  the;  gave  thechsr|re 
of  their  passage,  meo  so  left  are  inticed  and 
carried  away  to  Kew  Eaj(land. 

The  Reiuon  vhy  the  New  England  itgii 
Gah  apon  the  coaat  of  Nenrfoundland  besidea 
carrying  on  illegal  trade  in  that  ihe;  may  get 
those  men ;  thej  baling  otberwiae  a  moit 
udvRntageous  fishery  on  their  own  coa«l. 

The  preveating  of  which  Irregulariliia 
we  humbly  offer  to  this  Honble  Uoaae  our 
opinion,  that  a  power  be  given  by  a  clause  in 
vx  Act  that  (hall  be  pB«Bcd  to  commanders  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ships  of  war,  and  to  admirals 
of  each  Hurboiir  in  Newfoundland,  to  lay 
fines  and  penalties  upon  offeDders  against  the 
said  Act.  such  fine  not  eiceediog  the  sum  of 
£5.  stjc  Bud  power  likewise  given  (hem  of 
coufioiug  sncb  offenders  in  case  of  nou-pay- 
ment,  such  roDGnemeut  not  exceeding  the 
space  of  ten  days. 

That  the  commanders  of  Her  Majeslys 
Ships  may  have  the  power  of  a  custom  house 
officer  to  search  New  England  Ships  upon 
their  coming,  and  to  take  aceouut  of  the 
number  of  tbeir  crew  and  Pussengera  and  to 
take  bond  from  each  of  the  masters  that  they 
shall  not  carry  away  a  greater  Dumber  of  men 
than  they  brought,  which  we  hope  would  in 
B  great  measure  pri'Vent  irregularities  com- 
mitted bj  Kew  England  Traders. 

As  early  as  the  year  1615  the  fish  killed 
by  English  ammouuted  to  300,000  Quintals, 
and  we  hove  been  well  informed,  that  in 
several  jeara  after  ye  year  1650,  we  have 
taken  (season  favourable)  ab<jse  400,000 
Quintals,  but  that  about  ye  year  1651.  (until 
nhich  year  aud  some  time  afcerwnrda,  we 
furnished  France  itself  with  fish)  tbe  French 
entered  upon  that  Trade,  and  have  possession 
of  a  large  part  of  the  Island,  and  have  by 
degrees  advanced  their  Fishing  so  es  to  be 
BuperiouT  to  ours,  by  which  means  our  trade 
has  decreased,  they  having  since  fumitihed 
the  Dominion  of  France  and  even  other  nations 
befoie  solely  supplied  b;  us. 

Upon  all  which  foregoing  considerations, 
we  cannot  bat  conclude  that  whilst  Placeiiiia 
does  remain  in  rhe  hands  of  the  French,  our 
Fishery  will  he  under  continual  discourage- 
ment all  which  is  most  humbly  submitted. 

in.  Capture  of  St.  John's  in  1708. 

(n.)  Chabi^voix'b  Account. 

I  have  already  observed  that  tbt)  centre 

and  stores  oF  ail  the  English  settlements  on 

that  ieland   were  on   St.  John's  Bay.      I)e 

St.   Ovidc  proposed  to  M.  de  Costebelle  to 

reduce  St,  John's  at  his  own  expense 

He  arrived  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  [with 
one  hundred  and  BixIy-fouT  men  including 
Indians]  about  five  leagues  from  St.  John's 
without  being  observed.  Two  hours  before 
day,  they  pushed  on  in  a  clear  monulight  lo 
the  head  of  St.  John's  harbour,  whence  he 
reconnoitred  the  whole  place  leisurely.     He 


then  marched  nn,  led  by  bad  guides,  wbom  he 
should  have  distrusteil. 

As  soon  as  he  delected  their  treachery, 
he  moved  from  the  centre  where  he  was,  to  the 
van,  where  the  volunteers  were  and  pot  him- 
self at  their  head.  He  was  discovered  three 
hundred  paces  from  tbe  fort  be  designed 
Btlackiog,  so  that  some  ranski^try  fire  opened 
on  him  as  he  approached  the  first  pallisade. 
Some  of  bis  volunteers  abandoned  him,  but 
this  did  not  prevent  his  puHhing  on  to  the 
covered  way,  (he  entrance  to  which  ihey  had 
fortunately  neglected  to  close.  He  entered 
shouting  Vive  le  lioi/,  a  ci'j  that  nised  the 
coumg"  of  his  men  and  made  the  English  lot« 
all  heart.  Leaving  fifteen  or  sixteen  men  lo 
guard  (he  covered  way,  he  croxsed  the  ditch 
under  the  fire  of  two  olber  forts,  which 
wounded  ten  of  his  men,  pluoted  two  ladder* 
against  tbe  rampart,  which  was  twenty  ibol 
high,  and  scaled  in  with  sii  men,  three  of 
whom  were  dangerously  woniided. 

At  that  moment  Uespenseus  arrived  with 
his  detachment  and  planted  his  ladders.  He 
was  tbe  first  to  ascend,  entering  Ibe  fort  with 
two  or  three  others.  Renou,  Jobannis,  dn 
Plessis,  la  Cheeuaye,  d'Argenteuil  and  d'Aille- 
bout  bis  brother  followed  close  on  this  brave 
man  ;  some  seized  Ibe  banscks,  others  the 
Goveroor's  quarters,  some  others  ran  to  the 
drawbridge  connecting  this  fort  called  Fort 
William  with  that  of  tbe  colonists  and  tbe 
Governor,  who  was  hastening  to  throw  in 
three  hundred  settlers,  was  struck  down  with 
three  wounds.  Despenaeus  immediately 
lowered  the  drawbridge  and  opened  the  gale. 
Then  all  the  resc  of  tbe  lumy  entered  and 
(be  English  cried  qnarter. 

Thus  in  less  than  half  an  hour  the  Fteooh 
took  two  forts,  either  of  which  might  have 
resisted  a  whole  army  -,  one  had  eighteen  gnns 
mounted,  four  mortars  for  bombshells,  twenty 
for  grenades  and  a  garrison  of  over  b  hundred 
men,  commanded  by  a  very  brave  offifset. 
Tbe  other  had  six  hundred  colonists  well 
entrenched,  ready  to  come  to  (he  succour  of 
the  first  fori,  but  a  subterranean  door  by 
which  they  expected  to  pans  wben  occasion 
required,  was  fonod  so  well  closed  that  it 
could  not  be  forced  open  in  time.  A  small 
fort  slill  rrmained  at  the  enirance  of  the  port. 
]>e  Si.  Ovide  sent  to  summon  it,  and  the 
commander  asked  twenty-four  hours  to  reply, 
and  allhousb  he  bad  eighty  men  in  a  strong- 
work,  provisions  tor  several  months,  quite  a 
good  supply  of  nrtillery,  large  cannon  and  a 
bomb  mortar,  as  well  as  a  bomb-proof  vault, 
he  surrendered. 

Uvide  dii^patched  a  messenger  lo  inform 
CoBtabelle  of  bis  success.  Learning  that 
sums  Englihh  had  escaped  to  Belle  Isle 
and  bad  embarked  from  there  to  Eugland,  he 
sent  word  at  ooce  by  a  small  ship  to  France, 
that  the  Court  there  might  learn  what  had 
been  achieved  sb  early  as  that  of  London. 
This  atep  offended  M.  de  CoMabelle,  who 
considering  it  useless  to  expect  troopi  fron 
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FtBDM  and  DOt  having  mm  enoagh  to  ikfrnd 
bolb  places,  ordered  De  St.  Uride  to  deoiolisb 
the  foru  and  return  to  PUcentia  by  th«  end 
of  Mircb  at  least.  Thej  brought  away  large 
stores,  as  three  handred  Engluh  were  on  the 
point  of  iDaTChingtOBurpriHe  Placentia. 

(6.)  FiBBT  Ehombh  Accucrnr. 
Letict  from  H.  E.  Harbargntce  Island 
IJany  1T09.  On  the  2 1st  December,  the  French 
ftom  Placentia  to  the  number  of  one  hundred 
and  BiitT  came  to  tbe  Fort  of  St.  John'i  &iid 
there  with  loallnK  ladders  got  over  the  work 
withont  any  aiuistauoe,  only  two  small  guns 
the  sentry  Sred ;  Major  Lloyd  then  anleep  in 
his  bed  and  after  tbe  yrcDch  got  into  the 
fort,  the  inhabitant*  in  the  New  Fort  rose  in 
arms  and  would  hBTe  takeo  tbe  fort  again 
from  tbe  Freuch  but  tbemldierseouldnot  get 
the  keyi  out  of  ihe  Major's  bout?  ;  but  when 
tbe  French  came  he  could  find  them  )  no  from 
some  of  those  men  that  made  tbeir  escape  (o 
those  reflpective  islands  Harbargrace  and 
Oarboniere  lelandsi  the  fort  was  actually  sold 
to  tbe  Fri-neb  or  eUe  that  number  could 
never  have  taken  it.  They  surrendered  tbe 
Caxtle  next  day  being  uerer  an  officer  in 
it  to  coDimand  it. 


<o.)  Toe  Post  Bov,  Fenr.  8. 
On  Tuetduy  inst  an  express  arrived  from 
Usbon  that  the  French  have  made  themselves 
muiers  of  Fort  St.  .lobns  by  treachery ;  tbe 
woodcD  palisadoea  that  defended  (be  same 
having  beau  cut  down  upon  notice  of  tbe 
enemy's  advancing  that  way  under  pretence 
of  pottiDg  iron  spikes  in  their  stead. 

(d.)  JOHM  CoiiiNB'  AccoLwr. 
A^ut  four  io  the  morning  the  sentinel 
of  the  S.W.  comer  of  the  New  Fort  dis- 
covered Ihe  enemy  but  his  gna  would  not  go 
off  BO  he  called  to  the  sentinel  of  the  N.W. 
comer  who  fired  bis  piece  which  allarmed  tbe 
place  t  this  deponent  being  one  of  the 
Captains  of  Miliiia  for  the  New  Fort  wtnt  to 
bis  appointed  quarters  which  was  tbe  gunrd 
hOBPO  of  the  fort  where  tvo  other  compunies 
besides  his  were  appointed  their  quartiTS. 
He  then  beard  firing  at  Ihe  N.W.  corner 
between  the  enemy  and  our  men.  The 
d^ionent  naltb  to  the  best  of  bis  remembrance 
at  the  time  of  the  firing  he  heard  quarter 
called  iu  'he  old  fort  and  presently  after  the 
French  there  i;ried  Vive  U  Ho<,  three  limes 
upon  which  this  deponeot  and  others  in  the 
old  fort  gave  three  Huzaaa  and  the  enemy 
immediately  fired  at  them  and  they  at  them 
and  eight  of  our  men  were  killed  and  Sfven 
wounded.  They  of  the  new  fort  called  to 
tbose  in  the  old  fort  to  have  tbe  sally  port 
Opened  and  tbe  bridge  lei  down  but  could 
hive  no  answer  i  Mme  of  tbe  soldiers  of  tba 
old  tort  gotiuto  the  new  fort  and  said  there 
ware  five  hundred  French  and  that  they  gave 
no  quarter  (upon  which  we  accepted  tbe  offer 
<rf  qoartar  on  the  SGth  [?] ), 


This  deponent  heard  Snrjeant  Steel  say  at 
Mr.  Winchen's  house,  that  when  the  French 
entered  the  old  fort  but  one  man  was  beside 
himself  on  the  works  and  ibat  Major  IJoyd 
came  as  far  as  the  ramparts  and  raid  "Fight 
hoys,"  and  went  away  and  he  never  faw  him 
afterwards,  until  the  garrison  vras  taken 
which  was  within  hilt  an  boiir  of  the  alarm 
and  that  be  believed  it  was  lost  by  oegtect 
[and  Dot  by  treachery]. 

(f.)  Mr,  Wm.  Keen's  Jourkal. 
Deer.  21  I70S.  Abont  4  this  morning  we 
vere  allarmed  by  tbe  firing  of  small  mnskelts 
and  were  vitbin  half  an  hour's  time  surprized 
to  hear  the  tort  was  taken  withont  meting 
resistance  i  some  small  time  after  the  Fort 
surrendered,  the  Catille  took  the  alarm  and 
fired  two  gnns,  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  side 
being  about  sixty  men  were  retired  into  the 
Castle  ;  Hbout  7  this  morning  two  French 
officers  came  to  asfure  the  inhabitants  of  good 

Suarters  and  took  with  them  tbe  Most  Master 
nbabitsnts  and  Merchants  into  the  Fort 
where  1  saw  Major  Lloyd  very  heavy  eyd'd 
and  little  notice  taken  of  him  ;  in  entering 
the  fort  Ihe  French  lost  three  killed  by  the 
inhabitants  ;  about  five  in  tbe  evening  the 
inhabitants  and  servants  were  imprisoned  in 
storehouses,  eicepling  some  tew  that  were  kept 
in  their  own  honees. 

A  fire  happened  and  burnt  two  streets  of 
houses;  Mr.  Itussell  was  committed  to  th« 
guard  house,  Mr.  Wm.  Keen  was  confined  io 
bis  own  bouse  \  Captain  Dennis  was  sent  to 
bare  tbe  castle  surrender,  which  was  at  first 
refused  bat  next  day  tbe  S9nd  tbe  people  gave 
it  up;  the  French  hoisted  a  white  flag  and 
fired  three  guns  I  the  people  were  to  have 
their  clotbes  and  provisioDs  and  be  reinstated 
in  their  houses  which  was  not  complied  with  ; 
on  the  24  the  Coniiss°'  St.  Ovide  de 
Brouillon  sent  four  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
men  prisoners  to  the  church  and  the  house  of 
Mt.  Collins  allowing  them  one  pound  of  bread 
fouTozs.  of  pork  and  tour  oxs.  of  pea<e  per 
diem — the  prisoners  were  set  in  ranks  aad 
counted  br  the  Indians  who  threatened  if  any 
escaped  they  would  kiil  an  equal  number  in 
their  room  ;  on  the  SSth  an  account  was  taken 
of  tbe  goods  in  the  town  ;  on  tbe  26  an  express 
was  eecit  lo  Placentia  which  returned  in 
nineteen  days— tba  French  did  not  resort 
with  tbe  Eogliah  during  this  time.  With  the 
express  arrived  two  hundred  more  soldiers 
from  I'lacentia.  The  French  sent  Major 
Lloyd,  Lieut.  Philips,  Engineer  Vane  and  his 
wife  by  ship  to  Placentia  on  Jooy,  8. 

M.  St.  Ovide  gave  the  inhabitants  94 
hours  to  consider  liis  proposals  of  ransom 
which  if  rejected  he  would  send  them  all 
prisoners  lo  Canada  i  he  said  it  was  His 
Master's  intention  to  keep  tbe  country.  The 
inhabitants  under  threat  of  burning  the  town 
were  forced  to  agree  to  terms  of  ransom.    A 
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leAuing  to  tdmlt  a  flag  oftrucfl.  TheFtencb 
nlrest  vaa  hindered  for  a  monih  by  ice. 
AfMr  the  dMtroction  of  the  fort  M.  St.  Oride 
retired  to  the  castle  where  he  wa*  nearly 
blown  op  by  poirder,  one  officer  waa  kitted. 

March  37  M.  St.  Ovide  aailed  for 
Placenlia  takiog  B.  Cole,  Alljo  Soulhmayd, 
Wd>.  Kreo,  TEomos  KuBiell,  Wm.  Nicholli, 
Joho  Cotlbs,  and  Squarry  and  arrifed  at 
FlaoeDtia  the  Sih  of  April. 

On  the  13th  May  Mr.  IJoyd  and  Mr. 
Phillip*  wted  for  Canada.  Oathe  S6th  of  May 
arrived  the  Fiddell  miui-of-wBr  from  France 
*ith  two  hundred  soldiers  for  reinforcing 
St.  John's  sod  St.  Oride  received  new*  of 
his  being  created  Knifjht  of  St.  Lewis  and 
Governor  ot  Si.  John's,  On  the  Bfllh  of 
June,  the  principal  merchant)  arrived  back  in 
St.  Johii'i  having  been  kept  Bevenil  month* 
hiDger  than  they  bad  been  told  they  would  be 
npon  St.  Ovide's  word  of  honour. 


{/.)  Tebhs  or  Sdbbbhdkb. 

The  inhnbitants  of  St.  John's,  Petty 
Harbour,  Bay  Bulls.  Quidi  Vidt,  Tar  Bay, 
Portugut  Cove  and  Parlican  have  this  day 
(ind  Feby.  1709)  desired  M.  St.  Ovide  to 
grant  us  liberty  to  ransom  or  buy  one  goods 
as  speeified  fn  the  9  following  article* : — 

Pint.  We  proniiBe  to  pay  M.  St.  Ovide 
or  h!*  order,  a  hundred  quintals  for  each 
shallop  and  fifty  for  each  half-shallop  sent 
fishiuK  of  the  fish  first  cured  or  if  the  EngliMh 
t*he  this  port,  to  St.  Oride'n  order  in  Londofi 
Beveot^  and  thirtj-tive  pound*  *tt!rhng  re*peo- 
tively  ID  ,\ugust  or  Ootolter. 

Second.  That  our  house*  and  clothe*  t>e 
preserved. 

Third.  That  do  damage  be  done  to  our 
stages,  boats,  ke. 

l-'ourlb.  That  the  *8id  SI.  Ovide  i*  to 
fumicb  u*  twenty  hogshead*  of  salt  per  sbalkp 
ransomed. 

Fifth.  That  the  French  do  not  waste  our 
victoal*. 

Sixth.  That  onr  boats  be  allowed  to  go 
fishing. 

fteventh.  That  any  French  plundering  ns 
shall  make  restitution  and  be  punished  by  M. 
St.  Ovide. 

Eighth.  We  promise  to  be  neuter  until  out 
ransom  be  paid. 

Ninth.  If  the  French  retsio  Newfound- 
land, to  have  liberty  to  go  to  Kew  or  Old 
England  or  renaln  in  the  country  and  retain 
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The    whole  ntnsom    wa*  computed  i 


(f .)  OOTBBHUK  COLLtHS'   PRITIOW. 

By  Captain  Jobepu  Titlodb  Commander  of 
her  Maj.   ship   LilchfieM    and   Com- 
mander-m-chief  of  her  Malestie*  force* 
in  Newfoundland  to    Johk   Collin* 
Esqre.  hereby  appointed  Qovemour  and 
ComiDander  io  Chief  of  the  Fort  and 
Harlmur    of    St.   John's  and   all  the 
sea    coasts   between    Ferry  land    and 
Carbonear  Island- 
By  virtue  of  the  power  given  me  by  Her 
Haj,  I  do  hereby  Constitute  snd  appoint  yon, 
otitil  further  order  Goreraour  and  Commatidet 
in  chief  of  the  Fcrt  and  Harbcurof  St.  John's 
and  all  the  sea  coasts  betwcpn  Ferryland  and 
Carbonear  Iiland,  Willing  and  requiting  you 
fortbwiih  to  take  upon  yon  the  said  charge 
and  oooimand  r  Bequiring  all  offioers  inhabi- 
taols  aod  others  to  be   obedient  to  yon  m 
thnr  Governour  :  and  you   are  to  take  care 
to  secure  and  defend  the  said  fort  against  the 
enemy  and  to  keep  good  order  and  disciple 
amongst  those  under  your  command  and  to 
order  all  the  iohahitants  into  the  said  foit  and 
to    compel   them    to   bring  their    provition 
there  and  for  yiur  belter  security  md  guard 
of  the  Miid  Fort  and  Harbour  of  St.  John's, 
you  are  hereby  empowrd  to  make   a*  mnny 
Captains,  Lieuts,  Enxign*,  and  inferior  officer* 
as  yon  find  necessary  and  to  do  what  ii  further 
for  Her  Majesties  servioe. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  *ea1  H.M3. 

Litchfield  in  St.  Johns  Harbour  6  Oct.  1109. 

JosBFB  Tai 


Sbeweth  : 

That  about  Deem.  1708  the  taid  fort 
was  surprized  by  the  French  and  the  then 
governour  Capt.  Loyd  taken  thei«in.  at  which 
time  y'  pet'  being  Commander  of  the  Militia 
raised  the  best  force  he  could  and  attempted 
III;  Belief  of  the  said  garrison  with  great 
hazstd  of  hid  life.th«  two  nearest  persons  to  him 
being,  the  one  killed  and  the  other  wouuded : 
But  the  town  being  altogether  defenceless  and 
under  the  garriM>n,  ]' pel' was  forced  (after 
all  possible  resistance)  to  submit  with  the 
rest  of  the  inhsbilams  ai-d  to  pay  a  consider- 
able ransom  after  which  be  was  treacherously 
carr^''  away  to  Flaceniia  and  detained  there 
in  his  great  prejudice  several  months  before 
be  was  permitted  to  return. 

That  in  Oct.  1709  Capt.  Tajlonr  y  M^}. 
Commodore  being  there,  and  impowered  and 
Butboriced  to  grant  a  commission  to  whom- 
*oeTer  he  should  find  most  deierving  upon 
the  place.  (The  former  Governour  Captain 
Loyd  being  carrii.d  into  France  and  sini-e  killed 
then.')  your  pctioner  was  appointed  gov',  and 
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CAPTAIN  CEOWE'S  LAWS. 


Com'  in  chief  of  the  Fort  of  81.  Jolui's  which 
he  accepted  at  the  request  of  the  i"  Com- 
modore the  Bevcnd  Merchants  and  Traders 
and  all  other  the  inbabitants  of  the  Place  aad 
y  pet'  baa  ever  since  held  the  Bsme  at  bis 
own  p«st  charge  anrl  lo  the  utiifactioa  of  all 
concerned  in  the  Trade  there.  Wherefore  j' 
pet'  having  supplanted  no  other  pretcnHioD 
(coming  in  npon  an  entire  lacancy)  peP  for 
Ootemour's  pay  and  coEiinuaoce  in  Govt. 
and  not  to  be  removed  witboat  just  Reason 
and  jour  pet'  &c.  &c. 

Tot 
The  hnmble  address  of  the  inhabitants  ii 


Nei 

Bread  SoTereijn)  ! 

We  jour  moBt  dutiful  rabjects  inhibit- 
iog  yr  proviDce  of  Nctrfouudlnnd  do  humbly 
bep  leave  to  tender  our  unfei^t^d  fcratitude 

for  f«Tours  ....  which  with  God's 

assistance  have  in  a  great  mesaure  contributed 
to  our  being  protected  against  the  violent 
outrages  of  our  barbarous  neighbours  the 
French,  whuie  bold  altercpt  upon  our  cosxt 
have  rendered  the  ndjucent  unfortified  bar- 
bonrs  most  dnD|!;erous  eu  tbey  would  our 
residing  at  St  John's  bad  not  jr  Maj.  Royal 
Wisdom  thought  proper  to  order  our  being 
resulated  into  a  Miliiia  and  to  be  put  under 
command  of  John  Collins  irhone  extraordinary 
vigilance  aud  prudent  conduct  in  guarding 
and  repairing  yr  Maj.  Fort  in  St,  John's  aud 
regulating  and  ordering  us  fur  ils  defence 
have  been  manifriiied  to  our  eutire  aatisfaotion. 

We  Iberefore  beg  leave  to  recommenn 
him  for  the  care  he  has  taken  and  the  great 
and  Decessarr  eipence  he  has  been  at  to  the 
prejudice  of  nil  private  aSairs. 

Subscribed  by  all  the  best  inhabitants 
that  are  masteTs  of  families. 

Concurring   pet°     from    a    nnmbet   of 

K'ncipal  Merchants  and  Masters  of  ships  in 
ndon   (and  more  are    ready  to  do   it  if 
needful). 


17.  Captain  Crowe's  Laws. 

By  Captain    Jos.    Cbows,   Commander-in- 

Chief  of  HM  shiijs,  forts,  and  garrison 

in  Newfoundland. 

A   record   of   several  laws  and  orders 

debated   at    several    courts.     Present,   oom- 

minders  of  merchaut  ships,  crhief  iuhabitanla ; 

and  witnesses  being  eiamiued,  it  w.>s  brou)iht 

to  following  aoncluniou,  betaeeo  33rd  August 

and  asrd  Octob>rr  1711  :  — 

Ist.  That  a  sum  of  money  shoold  be 
collected  by  loluniary  gift  from  commanden 
of  ships,  merehants,  masters  of  families,  and 
others,  for  repairing  churcb  which  was  de- 
molished, and  subsistence  of  minister. 


Snd.  That  orders  be  put  Dp  at  publio- 
bonses  and  other  places  for  suppressing 
drunkenness,  carsing,  and  swearing.  Flue* 
and  punishment  according  to  annexed  copy 
[omitted]. 

3rd.  A  body  of  seamen  or  others  should 
heap  guard  in  the  night  to  prevent  mischiefs 
by  spyes  of  Ihe  enemy  and  others  to  be  raised 
as  follows.  \\i.,  from  the  couiplemeutt  of  ihe 
ship  in  the  harbour,  one  man  tor  every  fifteen, 
and  one  niao  for  every  three  boats  of  in- 
habitunts  and  by  boat  keepers  i  a  commander 
of  a  ship  and  a  merchant  to  command  them 
each  night. 

4th.  The  lenemenis,  store-honses,  and 
stages  which  are  now  in  possession  of  persona 
Qoder-mentioned  (to  wit),  Bichurd  Coles- 
worthy,  upper  stage-house  and  room  at  ffart 
at  Burathart  Hilh  Captain  Stafford,  in  behalf 
of  Henry  Perden,  one  store. house  on  vice- 
admiral's  room  I  Thomas  and  John  Squary, 
one  store  -  house  on  admiral's  rocim ; 
Mrs.  TutTs,  in  behalf  of  Mrs.  Anne  Earll, 
the  npper  stage  adjoining  to  bis  own  two 
boats  room;  Governor  Collins,  in  behalf  of 
Mrs.  Iloleman,  one  store-house  on  the  vice- 
admiral's  room ;  Hugh  Tucker,  in  behalf  of 
John  Harris,  Esq.,  of  Kzon,  one  store  bouse 
on  Ihe  admiral's  room;  Captain  llolswoith 
in  belialt  of  Michael  Martin,  one  store  house 
on  the  admiral's  room.  Being  proved  formerly 
belonging  to  ffishing  ships  and  iugtossed 
since  tho  year  1685  contrary  to  Act  of  Par- 
liament to  prejudice  of  said  ships,  »c.  I  do 
therefore  hereby  dispossess  them  of  tame  in 
right  of  fflahiug  ships. 

5th.  InhtbitanlSj  ffisbermen,  and  ser- 
vants to  repair  lo  winter  quarters  allotted 
them  by  1st  of  October,  and  be  under  com- 
mand of  several  governors  for  better  security 
against  the  enemy  in  smell  bodies  to  par- 
ticular places  (to  wit)  :— 

St.  John' 

Quilty  Vitly.     |  Into  Fort  William,  under 

Torbiiy  f     Governor  Collina. 

Petty  Hsrbonr. 

Cafhiuear    Is-' 

Little 
Bell  Isle,  and 
Harbergrass 

Trinity  Bay,  on  Foze's  Island  and  Dildo 

Bay  of  BuU,  Wilt-  ]  On  Gull  Island,  under 
less     Bay,   and  >     Governor 
Toad's  Cove.      J      worthy. 
From  Isle  of  Speer,  Southerly,  into  fort  at 
Fenyland. 

5th.  Honses  in  Itort  William  not  to  be 
sold  or  let,  but  in  caa«  the  person  who  built 
it  does  not  inhabit  it  themselves,  said  houses 
to  be  at  the  disposal  of  Governor  Collins,  to 
put  in  persons  destitute  of  habitation  in  said 
fort. 


laces  (to  wit) 
lin's.        "1 
Vitly.     1  Ib 

'  f 

Hsrbonr.  J 

fCi 

,n        I 

-\     I 


Under   their 

■     respective 

governors 
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7th.  Owner*  of  iuch  faoniea  not  b&TJng 
propoTtinn  of  people  to  laid  bouse,  at  Ulscre- 
tivD  of  Gorernor  Ccllins  to  pul  ia  otht^rs. 

eih.  If  not  sufficieot  gtoDud  in  fort  to 
bnild  liftbitsliona,  Governor  Coll  ids  to  give 
leave  t'nr  building  proper  habitatioos  under 
the  gua*  vitiiin  outwork  of  fiirt. 

9th.  To  prevent  servants  hiring  Ihcin- 
•elves  to  one,  two,  or  three  oiusterx  at  unce, 
fiovernor  to  oblige  them  to  paj  for  such 
offence  £2  lOi.,  or  olherwise  cause  (hem  to 
be  whipt  three  times  forward  and  backward 
along  some  public  place. 

lOth.  Five  men  for  each  ship  io  harbonr 
shall  go  into  the  woods  and  cut  twenty  stock- 
ades and  pallssadoes  to  repair  works  nf  fort  of 
Hi.  John's,  and  boat  keepers  for  everj  boat 
to  fetch  as  many, 

llih.  Plantation  of  John  Drae,  of 
Si.  John's,  proved  to  be  ship's  room,  yet,  in 
reganl  to  his  age,  and  thereby  past  labour, 
may  eigoy  same  during  life,  but  arter  his 
decease  to  return  to  right  of  ships. 

luih.  Mr.  Turf's  conGnned  at  second 
application  to  loose  upper  stage  adjoiniiw 
his  own  two  hoati  room  that  he  now  holi^ 
in  behalf  of  Hra.  Anne  Earl,  mentioned  in 
4ih  Article. 

13th.  Whosoever  shall  demolish,  deface, 
or  break  down  any  stage,  cooke  room,  honse, 
or  flakes  by  removing  rufllers,  rindB, 
floorings,  shoars,  stake.*,  or  layers,  eiirept 
to  employ  them  on  game  room  next  year, 
shall  forfeit  ^10  for  repaintig  same  to 
possessor  of  said  stage  and  roam. 

14th.  Houne  in  possession  of  Captain 
Arthur  Holdswurth  that  formerly  belonged 
to  Mr.  Lint,  confirmed  to  aaid  Captain 
Uoldsworth,  right  being  aftgned  to  uim  by 
Mr.  Hicbard  IJoleewutthy. 

15th.  Minister  to  have  subscription  for 
ensuing  year  from  shollups,  three,  the  two 
men  boa's,  two,  and  the  ship  one  quintol 
of  dry  merchondable  fish  to  be  levied  as 
followeth  :— One  from  owner  of  stage,  one 
from  boat  keeper,  and  one  from  servauts. 

18th.  A  plantation  of  three  boats  room> 
in  possession  of  Abiaham  Burrot  and  Richard 
Sutton  in  Torbiy.  Being  ships  nioms,  they 
are  ilispossessed  in  right  of  ships  that  have 
occasion  lor  them  next  year. 

Jos.  Citons. 

V.  Sir  N.  Trevanion'B  Orders  and 

Fishery  S<:lieme, 

(a.)  By   Sir    Nicholas    Trevanion.    Knight, 


found  land. 

(Deer.  10,  1713.) 
A    Record   of    several   Courts   held   i 
St.   John's   for    hetier  discipline  an 


good  order  of  people,   fte.     Debated 

at  Courts  held.      Present :    Admiral 

and   Vice-Admiral,    Merchants,    and 

Chief    Inhabitants  ;    and     witnesses 

being  examined,   it   was  brought    to 

the  Allowing  conclusions  :  — 

iBi.  That  orders  be   put  up  at   pnUie 

houses    and    other    places    for   snppreniiig 

drunkenness,  &c. 

Sod.  Conlirmed  list  year  by  Capltun 
J.  Crow,  that  Mr.  Jacob  Bice,  ninister  of 
St.  John's,  should  have  as  follows  ; — 

From  shallops  •  three  1  quintals  of  dry 
From  two-men  boat  two  >  merohandablB 
From  the  skiffs        -  one    J  fish. 


Confirms  what  Commander  Crow  and 
Ciinrt  agreed  to  lor  minister's  snbdintence, 
and  to  encourage  him  to  remain. 

8rd.  Confirms  John  Collyns,  Esq., 
Governor  of  Fort  William,  and  it  w 
appointed,  during  cessation,  that  twenty 
men  lie  In  fort  every  night. 

ith.  Warrant  Eranled  to  call  Mr.  Bengcr 
before  him  [the  Governcr]  relaticg  to  Sir 
William  Hopkins'  place  at  Ferryland,  now 
in  pouession  of  Widow  Clapp,  and  tenement 
formerly  in  possession  of  Sir  David  Kirk  i 
but  Mr.  Benger  did  not  appear. 


William  Uennet,  deceased,  to   one  Tomson 
Reeve  iilO  per  annum  till  Airther  decided. 

6lh.  Other  matters  between  masters  of 
ships  and  planters  and  boat-ketpers  relate  to 
debts  not  mentioned,  parties  being  satisfied. 


(i.)  F.fi 
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I  I71S. 


1st.  Referred  to  annexed  scheme  for 
number  of  Kn^tish  planters  [olvrays  given 
ou  a  separate  iiheet]. 

2iid.  I'lanters  receive  little  sustenance 
from  the  countries,  and  kill  few  bravers  and 
other  wild  beatts. 

3rd.  Inhabitant!!  have  most  salt  pro- 
visions from  Ireland ;  fresh  provisions,  as 
bread,  pease,  &c.,  from  New  England  and 
Pensilvania ;  salt  from  Lifbon  and  Isle  of 
May,  and  iu  war  time  from  prizes  brought  in. 

4th.  Strict  orders  that  uo  trees  be  cut 
down  or  rinded,  nor  woods  set  on  lire,  except 
for  building,  nor  trees  cat  down  on  account 
of  making  oyle. 

&th.  Has  taken  all  care  to  settle  matters 
between  fishing  ships  and  planters,  to  give 
each  the  it  rights. 
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FISHERT  SCHEME  FOB  L712. 


flth.  No  complamta  of  fishing  sbipl. 

Ttb.  Care  taken  that  bje  boat  keepers 
and  fishing  «hips  do  cany  such  nnmbet  of 
fresh  men  and  green  meo  as  Act  directs. 

9th.  No  comphints  of  marliB  of  maj 
boats  or  train  Tata  being  altered. 

9th.  So  oompliunts  of  any  person 
leaving  the  counir}'  j  do  not  deatroy  or 
iqjui«  ata^s,  &c. 

10th.  No  complaints  that  any  admiial, 
vice-admiral,  and  rear-admiral  do  ingroaa 
more  beach  or  Bakes  tbut  thej  pitch  upon 
at  their  arritiU. 

1 1th.  Orders  sent  to  admirals  and  chief 
planters  of  every  little  core,  to  give  account 
of  boats  and  fish  and  of  inhabitants,  which  is 
hereunto  annexed. 

IJth.  General  court  held  twice  a  week 
with  admiral  and  vice-admiral  to  assist,  and 
endeavoured  to  settle  diSereaces  reladng  lo 
planters  and  boM  keepers,  serrants.  See. 

13th.  Orders  to  captains  of  men-of-war 
and  admirals  of  harbours,  that  no  ballast  be 
thrown  out  of  ships  in  harbours. 

14th.  Care  taken  that  oftils  have  not 
been  ofleusive,  stages  so  near  water,  when 
thrown  iit  it  is  washed  awa;. 

15th.  Care  that  Lord's  Daj  duly  ob- 
Mrved.     Corrections  to  all  so  offending. 

leth.  None  bat  Her  Majesty's  subjeott 
fish  «r  take  bait  ia  portc  inhabited  by 
Boglish. 

ITth.  Care  taken  that  fish  be  preserved 
with  good  salt  and  sent  to  market  in  good 


IBth.  No  wine  nor  braudy  hronght  from 
New  England,  only  ram  and  ti  classes, 
which  is  the  liquor  drunk  by  servants.  Bod 
7av  of  fiahiog.  Flaolera  in  debt  to  masters 
of  ships  and  matchants  to  pay  ensuing  year 
if  able. 

19th.  17th  of  September  when  goverooor 
■rrived,  so  coald  not  get  master'a  names ; 
nn«t  of  them  gone  before  hii  arrival,  but  by 
•chenie  it  is  fnnnd  there  were  twenty  sail 
belonging  to  America,  brought  bread,  pease, 
rice,  yum,  tobacco,  moUassee,  and  cattle,  &o.. 


SOth.  Provisions  from  England,  Ireland, 

Ud    New    England.      Kew    England    men 
letntn  home  in  their  baJlasL 


tobacco,  but  cannot  fiud  any  cotton  wooU, 
indico,  ginger,  fustick,  or  any  dying  wood,  nor 
any  put  on  board  ships  to  Spun,  Portugal,  or 
any  foreign  part. 

22nd.  Befers  for  Information  to  scheme 
for  number  of  boats  and  men  employed  by 
inhabitants. 

23rd.  Asto  27th  Article,refer«  toscheme 
for  number  of  fishing  ships  and  boats,  with 
burthens,  &c.  Men's  food  is  beef,  fish,  pease, 
&c.  Beer  brewed  with  molatsei  and  spruca. 
Go  out  of  harbours  in  shallops,  seven  men 
and  five  men  in  a  hof>t ;  catch  fish  with  hook 
and  line,  first  part  of  year  their  bait  is 
muscles  and  lances ;  about  middle  of  June 
bait  is  capeling,  squid,  and  fresh  herring, 
and  end  of  ye«r  they  fish  with  herring  only — 
nets  purposeli  for  taking  the  sort  of  bait. 

24th.  Price  of  fish  this  year  from  thirty 
to  thirty.uli  ryalls  per  quintal  good  mer- 
chandabte  fish.  Broken  fish  which  they  call 
refuse  fish  sold  for  twenty  ryalls  per  quintal, 
and  carried  to  Spain  and  Portugal  and  oyl 
made  of  livers  carried  to  England  j  value  of 
oyl  16^.  per  tun. 

SSth.  Kefers  to  scheme  for  number  of 
sack  ships.  They  toad  with  dry  fish  bonnd 
to  several  ports  as  Spain  and  Portugal.  Bot 
eight  ships  this  year  could  not  get  loading 
and  forced  to  go  in  ballast  to  Virgiuiit  to  sedt 

SGtb.  Strict  charge  to  cany  back  men 
brought  from  England. 

87th.  Best  enquiries  made  to  know  what 
inhabitants  at  Ploccntia ;  five  hundred  raen, 
two  hundred  wonien,  and  children.  Great 
quantities  of  fish  catchud  there  this  year  and 
sold  for  Iwenty-two  ryalls  a  quintal. 

28th,  Fort  and  platform  of  sixty  gvui, 
ammunition,  and  victuals  from  France  and 
Canada.  Quantities  of  ammunition  not  in- 
formed of  and  protisions  no  want  of. 

29tb.  Thirty  sail  from  Placeotia  thi« 
year — most  came  to  make  fishing  voyage,  and 
■ome  to  buy  fish  to  carry  to  market — ship* 
that  fisb  upon  banks  taking  cod  and  sailing 
anil  carrying  tbem  in  hulk  lo  France,  and  in 
bay  they  fish  upon  coast  of  Canada,  and  salt 
fish  after  same  manlier. 

SOth.  No  other  natioh  besldea  England 
and  France,  except  Spaniards,  cqine  by  sleidth 
into  harbours  where  they  are  not  discovered. 

3Ist.  Care  taken  to  see  all  Kew  England 
men  out  of  port,  so  thai  they  do  not  can; 
away  any  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects. 
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CHAPTER  ZI. 

REIGN    OF   GEORGE   I, 

1714-17*7- 

1714.— Difficoltiea  abont  fisbiug  rooms  io  PUcentia  sold  by  French  to  photern  aod  afflccn. 

171S.— Spaniards  nol  allowed  to  Ssb,  by  o^ci  of  GoTernor  at  PIsecDtla. 

1718.— Difficulties  viih  the   French  about  EngllBh  settler*'  fishiog  e«labli«bments   Dew 
Cape  BoiuLvista. 

1719.— Claim  s^in  made  by  BiBCBjRDs  to  fish  in  Newroandland  disallowed. 

1788.— Graot  of  uJmon  fithery  to  Sklffingtoo  between  Cape  Bomnato  and  Cape  John. 

Under  the  sovereignty  of  the  first  Hanoverian  King  there  were  few 
Btirring  events  in  the  Colony ;  the  histoiy  of  onr  Island  in  this  reign  is 
a  chronicle  of  the  piping  times  of  peace.  Engliah  trade  flooriehed, 
settlements  increased,  the  poor  Newfoundland  planter  no  longer  listeoed 
for  the  dreaded  war-whoop  of  the  Ahenaquia,  or  the  tramp  of  the 
invading  French  soldiers.^ 

The  immediate  result  of  the  peace  is  best  shown  by  the  enonnous 
increase  of  the  English  fishery.  Whilst  in  1713  there  were  only 
forty-nix  fishing  Rhips,  with  one  hundred  and  aixtytwo  boats,  one 
hundred  and  ninety-five  bye-boots,  and  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
inhabitants'  boats,  in  the  following  years  the  figures  were : 

VMAag        j,_j.      a,.  h_,^  Inhabilmls-    ''Si  ?!'!«'"      Fish  camht  by 

BhipaT       "•*     JljB-b»tfc      ^^         „by  Ship  lohoUtuta 

i~.  HHi.         puhem™.      and  Bye-boata. 

m*       .       .  loe  MI  iss  M  iiwSi''         ^'ie^ 

17U  .  .  108  STB  167  168  89,821  ajjsSl 

1718  .  .  88  ns  IM  m  88,4W  t3.SW 

*  In   1717  the  "  Second  Somersetshire  flint-lock  mnakefs  and  abort  swoida.    Kitibx 

Itrgiment,"  now  ihe  First  Batt«lion  Prince  of  served  in  the  Colonies  for  nearlv  fifij  jean 

Wftlea'VolDnteers,lbe"FighiiDgForlieth"—  tbn  regiment  was  traosfenvd  to  Ireland  io 

a  corps  (amiliarlj  known  by  the  sobriquet  of  1764,  where  il  remsiiied  (lirouf[hout  a  decade 

•'  Escellerg  "  (XL-er»)— was  formed  of  eight  having  sii  yean  previously  to  Its  recall  from 

lodependeat  companies  raised  in  Novs  Scotia  Canada  won  the  first  "honour"  ioEcribed  on  it* 

and  Newfoundland.    The  field-officers  carried  colourfl  at  the  mpiuorabtc  sieRe  of  Louisburf 
balf-pikes  \  the  company-officers,  aponloons  (  The    Kcgimental    Itecords    have    Imii 

tbe  Mfjeauts,  halberds,  and  the  rank-and-file,  edited  by  Captain  Huymond  Smytbies. 
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Id  1711  and  1712  the  common  danger  had  tinited  the  ship  fiaher- 
zaen  and  the  planters  in  arrangements  for  orderly  government.  Their 
town  meetings  lasted,  however,  only 
for  the  two  yeara  When  once  the 
stem  pressure  of  war  was  removed 
hy  the  peace  of  1713  all  the  old 
quarrels  revived,  the  fishing  admirals 
and  the  merchantadventurers  returned 
to  their  normal  habits  of  disorder 
t^iranny,  and  persecution. 

The  Commodore  and  hia  officers 
were  gradually  curtailing  the  fishing 
admirals'  powers.  If  we  are  to  judge 
by  Mr.  Larkin's  report,  in  some 
instances  this  was  going  from  bad  to 
worse.  The  lieutenants  in  Captain 
Poulton  and  Captain  Fair  bourne's  time 
all  took  bribes  of  fish,  "  The  present 
Commander,  Captain  Oraydon,"  he 
says,  "had  taken  much  pains  to  do 
«.,-«™,™rf-,7=irt«-Jt«c«-.  j,jg   country   justice    and    to    Bettle 

religion     amongst     them."       Larkiu 
gives  s  doleful  picture  of  the  disorders  prevalent  in  the  Colony. 

This  unfortunate  condition  of  affairs  was  due  to  the  extraordinary 
imbecility  of  the  British  Government.  They  endeavoured  to  rule  the 
Colony  without  a  Governor,  to  defend  it  from  invasion  without  adequate 
militaiy  or  naval  force,  to  distribute  justice  without  duly  constituted 
courts  or  laws  made  by  the  authority  of  the  Imperial  Parliament ;  in 
fine,  they  went  on  administering  the  affairs  of  the  Island  in  the  most 
blundering  manner,  and  then  atu|»idly  wondered  because  the  inevitable 
result  was  chronic  disorder  and  chaotic  confusion. 


After  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  a  very  singular  and  ill-conceived 
arrangement,  Placentia  was  placed  under  the  government  of  Nova 
Scotia,  whilst  the  rest  of  the  island  was  ruled  by  the  admiral  or 
commodore.  A  very  troublesome  question  arose  out  of  the  Queen's 
sympathy  with  the  sufferings  of  the  French  E^otestants  undetgoing 
the  hardships  and  cruelties  of  the  galleys  by  order  of  Louis  XIV.  In 
order  to  get  these  poor  slaves  released,  she  made  (be  following  liberal 
arrangement. 

8  2 
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The  Treaty  of  Utrecht  was  dgned  on  the  31st  of  March  1713  ;  on 
the  23rd  of  Juno  of  the  same  year  Queen  Anne  wrote  to  Nicholson, 
Governor  of  Nova  Scotia : — 

"WhereBS  our  good  brother  the  most 
Christian  King  huth  at  oar  deeire  releaaed 
fVom  imprigOQnient  aboard  his  galleja 
such  of  his  Bubjecte  as  were  detained 
there  OQ  accotint  of  their  professing  the 
Protestant  religion,  we  being  willing  to 
shew  by  some  mark  of  oar  favonr  towards 
his  anbiects  how  kind  we  take  his  com- 
pliance therein,  have  therefore  thought 
6t  hereby  to  signify  onr  will  and  pleasure 
to  f  OD ;  that  yon  permit  snch  of  them  as 
have  any  lands  or  tenements  in  places 
under  yoar  Goremment  in  Acadia  and 
Ifewfoand  Land,  that  have  been,  or  are 
to  be  yielded  to  Ue  by  ^-irtne  of  the  late 
Treaty  of  Peace,  and  are  willing  to  con- 
tinue onr  subjects,  to  retain  and  enjoy 
their  said  lands  and  tenements,  without 
molestation,  as  fnlly  and  freely  as  others 
of  onr  sabjects  do  or  may  poBBess  their 
lands  or  estates,  or  to  sell  the  same,  if 
they  shall  choose  to  remove  elsewhere. 
And  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  yonr 
warrant" 

Legal  questions  arose  oat  of  this 
transaction.  Most  of  the  French- 
men, before  leaving  Placentia,  sold 
their  places ;  Governor  Moody  and  the  English  officers  hought  several 
pieces  of  land ;  some  of  these  at  the  gut  were  required  for  fortifications, 
and,  after  some  delay.  Moody  was  paid  for  his  land  by  order  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  The  ship  fishermen  complained  bitterly  of  this  trans- 
action, which  deprived  tliem  of  free  ships'  rooms,  and  as  Placentia 
was  renowned  for  fishing,  they  could  not  benefit  by  the  new  acquisition 
without  paying  high  rents  to  officers  and  the  Governor. 

It  appears,  notwithstanding  Costabelle's  urgent  appeal,  many  French 
remained  behind  in  Placentia,  and  secretly  encouraged  Biscayans  and 
French  Basques  to  fish  there.  The  poor  Biscayans  were  misled  by  the 
Spanish  authorities ;  they  believed  that,  under  Article  XV.  of  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht,  they  had  fishing  rights  in  Newfoundland. 
This  Article  declares ; — 

"  And  because  it  is  contended  on  behalf  of  Spain,  that  the  BiBoayana  and  other 
subjects  of  His  Catholio  Majesty  have  a,  certain  right  of  fishing  in  Kewfonndland 
His  Britannic  Majesty  agrees  that  to  the  Biscayans  and  other  Inhabitants  of  Spain 
be  reserved  all  ibe  privUeget  to  whioh  ihey  can  leilh  rtgkt  preUad." 
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The  English  declured  tlie  Biscayans  had  no  fiahery  rights  in  New- 
foandland,  and  under  no  circumstances  would  they  tolerate  the  Spanish 
pretensioniL  In  the  year  1715,  according  to  the  Spanish  records,  some 
Biscayan  vessels  arrived  at  Placeatia  and,  as  they  had  expected,  the 
English  Qovemor  of  Placentia  ordered  them  off     He  said : — 

"  He  had  no  orders  from  the  king  to  consent  that  the  Spaniards  ahoold  enjoj 
dny  fishing  privileges  nnder  tba  Treaty  of  Utrecht." 

The  unEortouate  ship  masters  had  to  return  empty  to  Spain,  losing 
their  voyage  and  the  large  expense  of  outfit ;  however,  notwithstanding 
this  order,  many  Biscayan  ships  fished  out  of  Plaeentia,  and  when  the 
English  Qovemmeut  became  very  strict,  they  transferred  their  vessels 
nominally  to  English  owners,  and  sailed  under  the  English  flag.  A  case 
is  mentioned  as  late  as  1765,  in  which  two  ships  were  found  to  be 
owned  by  Spaniards. 

It  has  been  contended  by  the  French  that  the  English  never  settled 
or  fished  north  of  Cape  Bonavista  prior  to  1765.  This  statement  is 
contradicted  by  many  facts  recorded  in  contemporary  history.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  sixteenth  and  in  the  early  part  of 
the  seventeenth  century  the  French  fished  about  Notre  Dame  Bay, 
and  it  was  in  this  locality  that  they  came  in  collision  with  the 
Red  Indians,  but  afterwards  we  find  all  their  fishing  establishmenb) 
were  further  north,  only  an  occasional  ship  locating  east  of  Fleur- 
de-Lys,  in  Notro  Dame  Bay.'  In  proof  of  this  we  have  the  ex- 
pedition of  Captains  XTnderdown  and  LI<^d  in  1706 ;  all  the  French 
places  mentioned  are  on  the  line  of  coast  extending  from  White 
Bay  to  Quirpon,  none  were  found  elsewhere. 

The  reason  why  our  opponents  selected  this  portion  of  the  coast 
is  very  obvious ;  it  contained  a  number  of  excellent  harbonrs,  it  was 
removed  from  their  dreaded  enemies  the  Red  Indians  and  the  English, 
and  for  fishing  vessels  it  afibrded  the  very  best  field  for  operations.  We 
know  from  the  i-ecords  that  the  French  moved  about  a  good  deal,  shifting 
their  quai-ters  oftener  than  the  English ;  here,  at  Petit  Nord,  they  had  the 
beat  part  of  the  north-east  coast  and  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle,  then  as 
now,  the  very  best  fishing  ground  in  the  Colony. 

Subsequent  to  the  French  attack  of  1696-7,  from  about  1700.  the 
English  settlements  were  gradually  extended  north  from  Bonavista  ; 

"  Thomai  Mitchell  captured  and  taken      fourteen  leagues  N.  at  Cape  FiilU.    No  m 
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some  of  the  first  "  liviera,"  in  Old  Newfoundland  parlance,  had  hy  this 
time  built  their  huts  and  fiahing  stages  as  far  north  as  Twillingate, 
Kxploits,  and  Fogo. 


There  can  be  no  surer  guide  to  the  nationality  of  the  occupiers  of 
the  Newfoundland  coast  than  the  names  of  the  various  harbours.  Pla- 
centia  Bay,  St.  Mary's  Bay,  Fortune  Bay,  and  the  western  shore  towards 
Cape  Ray,  all  testify  by  their  nomenclature  to  French  occupation ; 
Hinilarly  such  vulgar  English  names  as  Bett's  Cove,  Tilt  Cove,  Seldom- 
Come  By,  Nippers  Harbour,  Joe  Batts  Arm,  Leading  Tickles,  undoubtedly 
prove  the  presence  of  English  fishermen  as  the  occupiers  and  first  settlers 
in  these  localities.     Turning  Pai-tridge  Point  we  find  from  the  bottom 
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of  White  Bay  to  Qulrpon  mainly  French  namea,  showing  that  these 
harbours  were  used  by  our  opponents.  The  following  historical  evidence 
bears  out  the  same  conclusion : — 

"  Lbttek  from  Wm  Cooh  of  Bonftvista  to  Col.  Kobbb  7  Sep.  1698. 
"  I  think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  Honour  that  to  the  North  aide  of  this 
bay  ore  manj  extraordinary  barbouTB  and  better  fishing ;  otie  William  Wyng  bu 
fished  there  some  years  (it  being  14  lei^nee  N  Wo  N°  from  tbia  pl&c«)  who  haa 
atill  inoreaeed  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  very  coneiderahly,  aod  this  yanr  one 
Nowill  baa  been  that  way  who  has  mor«  fish  for  his  two  boats  than  they  bare  for 
shallops,  so  that  next  enmrner  Beverall  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  barboar  design  to 
remove  thither  and  their  masters  of  ships  that  have  fished  there  tbis  year  intend 
to  he  likewise,  for  it  is  certain  the  fewer  boats  are  kept  in  a  place  the  better  the 
fishing. 

"  I  write  tbis  that  those  sent  to  settle  affairs  may  have  power  as  far  as  Cape 
Frills.  I  think  a  draught  [cbait]  ongbt  to  be  drawn  of  that  place.  There  is  room 
for  five  hundred  Bail."  ' 

The  English  settlements  north  of  Bonavista  grew  so  rapidly  that 
in  1732  the  commodore  was  instructed  to  include  in  his  "scheme  "an 
account  of  Fogo,  Twillingate,  and  any  other  places  he  thought  fit,  hut 
none  appears  to  have  been  furnished  until  that  of  Captain  Vanbrugh  in 
1738. 

The  most  important  particulars  then  were : — 


BcBl*    Bnnlti 

Tishing  g>ck  Pusen- 

of  Fish-  of  In-   Bje.              fi«l 

Shlpii.  Sh<p>.  gera. 

ini       h<Lb\.   h6tt.  PUIi.    Oil.    Pun. 
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Qnll*.      £         e 

yofCO          -        7         4          70 
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s        18      ISO  ii.m  *«      m 

IS 
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In  1739,  386  persons  rem:)ined  during  the  winter.  In  1742  Fogo 
and  Twillingate  were  credited  with  making  £2,550  from  seal  oiL' 

These  of&cial  returns  prove  conclusively  the  English  occupation 
prior  to  1763,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  were  a  number  of 
smaller  settlements  which  never  made  any  returns. 

Palliser,  in  his  report  of  17G8,  says  Twillingate  was  never  formerly 
used  by  the  French;  and  the  master  of  the  Bon  Ami  admitted  that 
he  received  an  extra  bounty  from  the  French  Government  to  fish  there, 
in  order  to  annoy  and  drive  away  the  English  settlers. 

There  are  entries  in  the  books  of  Messrs.  Gundry,  Bridport,  showing 
purchases  of  nets,  lines,  and  cordage  by  the  INobles  as  far  back  aa  1760, 
and  thirty  years  later  (1790)  Kowsell's  accounts  with  tliis  most  ancient 
firm  showed  very  large  dealings  aod  very  extensive  fishery  operations, 

Jtecordi,  Board  nf  Trade,  Nevfonndiittid. 
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funcniDtmg  in  some  cases  to  £1,000  for  the  year,  John  Slade  of  Poole, 
vho  carried  on  business  in  Twillingate  early  in  the  eighteenth  century, 
died  in  1792,  leaving  a  fortune  computed  at  £70,000  sterling,  all  made 
out  of  the  Newfoundland  trade. 

All  these  facts  form  a  complete  answer  to  the  French  contention 
that  the  Enghsh  never  occupied  any  place  north  of  Cape  Bonavista 
prior  to  1763.     It  is  well  known  that  during  the  celebrated   Seven 
YeatB'  War  which  commenced  in  1756  the  French  virtually  abandoned 
Newfoundland ;  they  were  chased  from  the  North  American  seas  by 
British   cruisers  during  the    ten  years  prior  to    1763,  and  English 
fishermen  occupied  all  the  deserted  French  establishments  as  far  north 
as  Quirpon.     There  is  abundant  evidence  on  this  point  from  the  records. 
Many   years,  however,  prior   to  1763  there  were  British  settlements 
sparsely  scattered  all  around 
Qreen    Bay    and    along    the 
Newfoundland     coast     from 
Cape  Bonavista  to  Cape  John. 

By  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 
the  boundaries  of  the  New- 
foundland coast  on  which  the 
French  were  permitted  to  fish 
extended  from  the  well-known 
point  Cape  Bonavista  to  Point 
Riche.  The  French  claimed 
that  Point  Riche  was  Cupe 
Kay,  citing  in  proof  of  their 
contention  a  map  of  Hermann 
MoU.  The  merchants  and 
planters  of  Newfoundland,  in 
a  petition  presented  to  Par- 
liament in  1716,  declared  the 
Point  should  be  fixed  at  fifty 
and  one-half  degrees  of  North 
latitude.    A  letter  was  found 

from  Prior,  settling  the  limita,  and  was  admitted  by  the  French  as 
conclusive,  in  17G4. 

Later  on  our  opponents  alleged  that  they  had  found  a  map  drawn 
by  Jean  Denys,  to  which  reference  had  been  made  in  the  negotiation 
of  1713,  which  placed  Point  Riche  at  49",  upon  the  borders  and  to  the 
north  of  the  Bay  of  Three  Islands  (Bay  of  Islands),  now  called  North 
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Head.  "  Thia,"  said  the  Ahh6  Reynal,  "  was  a  reasonable  and  jnat 
"  demand,  and  yet  the  French,  who  ventured  to  frequent  the  contested 
"  space,  experienced  the  lo83  and  diBgrsce  of  having  their  boats 
"  confiscated."  This  dispute  continued  between  the  two  nations  until 
1778.  Ah  a  matter  of  fact,  both  nations  showed  a  marvellous  ignortuice 
of  ge(^Taphy ;  Point  Riche  is  really  situated  a  little  to  the  north  of 
Ingomachois  Bay. 

There  were  other  difficulties  with  the  French  besides  the  question  of 
Point  Riche.  Many  English  settlers  had  fishing  eHablishments  and 
dwelliug-houses  north  of  Cape  Bonavista ;  the  French  claimed  that 
they  interfered  with  their  fishery  rights  under  the  treaty,  and  that  they 
should  be  removed.     The  Englisli  Qovemment,  as  usual,  did  nothing. 

Tins  question  arose  again  in  a  still  more  troublesome  and  compli- 
cated forui  in  1763,  at  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  when  there  was  a  still  lai^er 
Engli^  settlement,  extending  from  Bonavista  to  Cape  John,  some  stray 
English  fishermen  having  fixed  estabhshmenta  as  far  north  even  as 
Quirpon.  An  Irishman — a  Mr.  Dunien — was  so  obstreperous  in  his 
altercations  with  the  French  at  Si.  Julian's,  that  Admiral  Palliser  ordered 
him  to  be  banished  from  the  Colony. 

Whilst  the  French  had  occupied  Placentia,  all  the  best  places  on  the 
beach,  nnd  tlie  most  convenient  positions  for  fishing  stations,  had  been 
appropriated  by  the  Governor  and  his  officers ;  a  regular  part  of  the 
business  of  the  soldiers,  marines,  and  s^lors  was  to  catch  fisb  for  their 
mapterd  ;  a  small  share  was  allowed  them,  but,  of  course,  the  lion's  portion 
went  to  the  officers.  The  Frenchmen  complained  bitterly  that  they  had 
not  so  much  beach  room  and  conveniences  for  the  fishery  at  Louisbourg 
as  they  had  enjoyed  for  many  years  at  Placentia, 

When  the  English  took  possession,  Governor  Moody  and  his  suc- 
cessor. Governor  Gledhill,  followed  the  same  practice  as  tlieir  prede- 
cessors ;  Moody,  and  some  of  his  subordinates,  bought  out  the  French 
officers,  and,  as  we  have  seen  before,  their  riglits  were  confirmed.  This 
military  dominion  and  military  trading  was  too  much  for  the  West 
Countrymen,  and  a  peremptory  order  was  sent  to  the  heutenant- 
govemor  of  Placentia,  Colonel  Gledhill,  putting  an  end  to  their  trading 
and  fishing.  In  defence  of  the  officers,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
they  were  always  very  badly  paid,  often  not  paid  at  all,  and  frequently 
in  arrear.  Tbey  had  no  alternative  but  to  eke  out  a  living  in  some 
way. 

Other  peculiarities  were  copied  from  the  French ;  in  Placentia  dilutes 
were  decided  according  to  French  rules,  and  it  was  some  considerable 
time   before  Plaisance   became   a   thoroughly  English   settlement  and 
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settled  down  to  English  ways.    It  remained  under  the  government  of 
Nova  Scotia  until  1729. 

In  the  records  we  find  an  account  of  a  large  salmon  fishery  carried 
on  by  Mr.  Skeffington,  from  Bonavista,  between  Cape  Bonaviata  and 
Cape  John,  which  it  is  expressly  stated  was  never  used  by  fishing  sliips. 
Aft«r  considerable  delay  and  a  reference  to  the  law  officers  of  the 
Grown,  Skeffington  ohtuned  a  grant  in  1723  for  twenty-one  years  in  a 
sole  fishery  for  F>almon  in  Freshwater  Bay,  Ra^ed  Harbour,  Gander  Bay, 
(uid  Dog  Creek.  About  this  time  the  salmon  fishery  was  also  extended 
to  Exploits  and  various  other  rivers  in  Notre  Dame  Bay,  and  with  this 
new  enterprise  there  wns  a  corresponding  increase  of  the  resident 
English  population  in  this  portion  of  the  Colony. 


from  the  SngliA  Pilot,  ^aa. 

The  whole  of  this  period,  1714  to  1727,  was  like  the  heavy  prosaic 
Hanoverian  monarch — dull,  uneventful,  peaceful,  and  prosperous.  Popu- 
lation and  the  fishery  increased  cuusiderably ;  the  trade  with  England 
for  provisions  almost  entirely  ceased ;  salt  beef,  pork,  butter,  bacon,  all 
came  from  Ireland ;  fresh  meat,  live  stock,  com,  fiour,  lumber,  lime,  and 
bricks  were  all  imported  from  the  North  American  colonies ;  woollen 
clotbs  were  largely  shipped  from  Ireland ;  linen,  &c  from  France  and 
Spain,  and  from  the  latter  country  iron,  for  which  the  Basque  provinces 
have  always  been  famous. 

Tbe  tyraimy  of  the  fishing  admirals  still  prevailed,  but  it  was  very 
much  tempered  by  the  interference  of  the  naval  officers,  who  assumed 
tiieir  functions,  and  in  a  rough-and-ready  sort  of  way  administered 
justice.  The  want  of  a  ruler  and  a  settled  government  was  felt  acutely 
at  this  period  ;  representation  after  representation  was  made  to  the  home 
Oovemment  on  the  subject,  and,  at  last,  after  many  delays,  in  1729,  a 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  was  appointed. 
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17S9. — Lord  Ten  Beauclerc  recommeaded  for  Gnt  Governor,  bat  Captaio  Oibome,  B.N.. 

eTeatiially  ippoioled  Governor  and  CommiQder-iD-Chief ;  FlaccDlia  pikced  uDder 

him ;  lalind  divided  into  six  diiitrlcta ;  J.P.'s  sppoiDl«d ;  contMU  betwMO  flubing 

adminls  aod  justices  ;  Osborne's  letter  to  the  Uuke  of  Nevcaslte ;  J,  P.  Tkylor, 

of  St.  John's,  allowed  to  open  a  shop  in  BoMon. 
1730.— Court  House  and  Prison  at  St.  John's  completed   in   September.      St.   John'i 

ma^iilraies  threaten  lo  resign  on  account  of  indignities  tod  obstraotious  expected 

during  the  winter. 
I731.~-Captun  Clinton,  It.N.,  appointed  GoTemor, 
1T3S.— Captain  Falkiahain.   R.N.,  ot   H.M.S.   Durteltg   GalUg,   Governor;    Governon 

requested  to  furnish  account  of  iniiabitauts,  lie.  at  Fogo  and  Twillingate. 
1733, — Lord  Musketry,  Goveraor. 
1735, — Great  complaints  of  French  compctiiion  in  Karopean  flrh  markets. 

«  of  trying  two  eases 

1738. — Captain  Vanbrugh's  account  of  inhabitants  at  Fogo  and  Twillingate. 

1740. — Lord  George  Graham,  Captain,  B.N.,  Governor. 

IT41.— Hon.  Jno.  Byng.  R.N.,  Governor.     Air.  William  Keen  appointed  Naval  Officer 


1T43. — War  between  France  and  England ;  Captain  Welch  prnieciited  at  Boston  for 
bringing  passeogers  from  Newfoundland  without  reporting  them. 

1743. — Captain  Byng  appointed  Naval  Officer  to  prevent  smuggling. 

1745. — Ijouisijonrg,  Cape  Breton,  captured  by  Pcpperell  and  Admiral  Warren ;  great 
rejoicings  in  England  over  the  victory ;  woo  prindpalljr  bjr  New  Bnglsud 
troops  )  Admiral  Watson,  Governor. 

1747. — British- American  officers  recruiting  in  Newfoundland. 

1748.— Peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  betwi 

France  i  great  indignation  in 
1749. — Captuu  George  Brydges  Bodney,  U.N.,  Governor  (celebrated  at  Lord  Boduey). 
1750. — Captain  Francis  W.  Drake,  Governor.     Commission  ot  Oyer  and  Terminer  lo  try 

felons  in   Newfoundland.    E.   Carter,   Esq.,  J.P.   for  Ferrylaitd.     Murder  ot 

William  Keen,  the  magistrate. 
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175S. — Bichard  Dorril,  OD*enior.  Soman  Catbolica  prosecuted  for  eelebrattnj;  Miu 
Bradley  reporU  from  Fojfo.  piesenoe  of  forty  French  armed  ships  Bun-eyinjc  and 
fishiag;  also  capture  of  French  spies;  complainc  bj  Harbour  Grace  fishing 
admiral  of  destruciion  of  property  by  loose  churaoters  living  in  huts  M  the  ond 
of  the  harbour. 

1756. — CommencenieDt  of  the  Sefeo  Years'  War. 

1757. — Local  Mililia  appointed;  Michael  Gill,  J.P,  hoDorary^atDael.  Governor  Edwards. 
Small-pox  epidemic.  Number  of  French  prizes  captured ;  a  captured  Waterfoid 
vessel  recaptured  by  her  oini  crew. 

17S9. — Qneben  captured  hj  Wolfe ;  great  power  of  France  in  America  destroyed.  New 
English  cbnrch   built  at  St.  John's  g  Rct.  Edward   laaguan,   minister.    The 


The  period  covered  by  the  reign  of  the  second  Hanoverian  king  is 
distinguiubed  by  two  of  the  most  Btirring  events  in  the  history  of 
North  America,  the  capture  of  Louisbourg  and  the  fall  of  Quebec.  For 
Newfoandland  there  was  the  dawn  of  a  brighter  day  :  England  at  last 
determined  to  confer  the  blessings  of 
government  on  the  unforttmate  Colony. 

Daring  the  preceding  years  of  peeice 
the  trade  and  fisheries  of  the  Isknd  had 
wonderfully  increased.  The  average  catch 
for  the  years  1749,  1750,  and  1751  was 
about  four  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
quintals  of  fish  and  two  thousand  five 
hundred  tons  of  cod  oil;  the  population 
had  become  about  six  thousand  permanent 
inhabitants. 

Whilst  no  rude  alarms  of  war  disturbed 

the    Newfoundland   colonists,   tlie   mother  

country  all  through  this  reign  experienced  oHOEaB  u. 

the  perils  and  dangers  of  '45 — the  Jacobite         from  on  a%gramnt  bf  Fatn: 
rebellion.    The  air  was  full  of  war  and 

warlike  preparations.  To  the  alarm  caused  by  Prince  Charles  Edward 
we  owe  the  eflicient  fortification  of  St  John's,  Trinity,  Carbonear,  Ferry- 
land,  and  the  maintenance  of  garrisons  and  artillery ;  it  v/aa  all  allowed 
to  fall  into  decay  just  before  the  French  again  made  another  successful 
attack  on  St.  John's, 

Acting  on  the  most  urgent  representations  of  the  naval  commanders 
the  Ministry  determined  to  appoint  a  Governor.  The  Committee  of 
Council  had  recommended  that  Lord  Vere  Beauelerc,  who  had  been 
Commodore  on  the  Newfoundland  station,  should  be  appointed — 

"  Governor  and  Commwider-in-cbief  in  and  over  the  Island  of  Newfoandland, 
oar  fort  and  garrison  at  Flacentia,  and  all  forte  and  garrisonB  erected  and  to  bo 
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erected  io  the  Island,  with  aathoritj  to  appoint  Jnsticea  of  the  Peace  Knil  to  erect 
Court  Houses  and  Prisons ;  that  a  person  skilled  in  the  lane  should  be  sent 
annually  to  the  Island  with  His  Uajestj's  CommisBion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer ;  and 
that  Flacentia  should  bo  separated  from  the  Govemmeat  of  ITovft  Scotia  and 
placed  under  the  control  of  Newfoundland," 

Ab  OBual  with  the  Home  Government,  this  wise  and  practical 
measure  was  frustrated  and  marred  in  its  execution ;  instead  oE  the 
learned  counsel  skilled  in  the  law  heing  sent  out,  it  was  thought  quite 
Bufiicient  to  forward  copies  of  the  Acte  of  Parliament  and  eleven  sets 
of  "  Shaw's  Pi'actical  Justice  of  the  Peace,"  impressed  on  the  covers  in 
gold  letters — Flacentia,  St.  John's,  Carboneer,  Bay  of  Bulls,  St  Mary's, 
Trepassey,  Ferryland,  Bay  de  Verd,  Trinity  Bay,  Bonavista,  and  Old, 
Parlekin,  in  Newfoundland.  This  ancient  treatise — e>^  dull  and  pedantic 
as  were  all  law  books  before  Blaekstone  wrote  in  the  language  of  a 
scholar,  and  with  the  style  of  a  gentleman — were  to  guide  the  Governor 
in  all  matters  of  justice ;  in  place  of  a  lawyer  to  advise  him,  he  was  to 
have  unintelligible  law  books. 

Instead  of  the  able  and  energetic  Lord  Yere,*  who  had  experience  of 
the  Colony,  and  was  both  a  politician  and  a  naval  officer,  a  subordinate, 
Captun  Henry  Osborne,  Commander  U.M.S.  Squirrel,  was  appointed 
the  first  Governor  of  Newfoundland. 

Os1x)me  proved  himself  a  painstaking,  honest,  and  conscientious 
ruler,  but  he  had  neither  the  weight  nor  the  strength  of  will  to  contend 
successfully  with  the  great  difficulties  that  surrounded  him ;  he  was  both 
badly  advised  and  badly  supported  by  the  Home  Government. 

The  Governor,  in  all  his  ways  and  works,  was  vigorously  attacked 
by  the  West  Country  adventiu^rs.  They  argued,  with  a  show  of  reason, 
that  their  fishing  admirals  had  authority  under  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
whilst  Osborne's  justices  derived  their  authority  only  from  one  estate 
of  the  realm,  the  king  ;  of  course,  the  great  mistake  made  was  in  not 
passing  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  government  of  Newfoundland  and 
the  establishment  of  courts  of  justice. 

Subservient  Crown  lawyers  in  the  Georgian  era  might  hold  that  the 
king  had  absolute  power  over  the  plantations,  and  could,  by  his  mere 
motion,  create  governments  and  constitutions  and  courts  of  law  for  the 
Colony.  Intelligent  public  opinion  took  a  different  view  ;  independent 
lawyers  advised  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  necessary  for  the 
constitution,  law,  and  government  of  the  Island,  but  from  this  date  until 

'  Lord  Vere  would  baTC  bad  to  vacate  his 
Beat  ID  Parliament  on  accepting  an  office  of 
emolnineDt  aodet   the  Crown  )  the  Ministry' 
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1791  Uie  necessary  measore  was  not  passed  ;  in  consequence  there  was 
nothing  but  contention,  confusion,  and  ancertainty.  The  following  letter 
explains  the  new  Governor's  proceedings : — 

"  GOTXINOX  OSBOKNM  tO  the  DUEI  or  NlTCASTLB. 

"  St.  John's  Kewfonndland,  14th  October  1728. 

"  Trftimnits  to  His  Grace  particulars  of  his  proceedings  since  hia  ftrrival  in 
Kevrfonndlftnd )  as  tha  principal  powtsrs  ho  had  to  execute  were  establishing 
JnsticeB  of  the  Fe»oe  and  other  Ministers  of  Jastice,  has  divided  the  Island  into 
conrenient  DiHtricta  imd  has  appointed  over  eaoh— of  thome  the  little  tiToo  I  have 
been  here  wonld  admit  mo  to  visit — out  of  the  Inhabitants  and  Planters  of  the 
best  characters — snch  a  nnmber  of  juBticea  of  the  Peace  and  Conaiables  according 
to  the  bignesa  of  the  fliihery  the^  preside  over,  as  he  judged  neceaaarj,  in  case  they 
did  their  dnty,  to  prefcrre  peace  and  quietness  in  the  Island.  Fnrthor  particnlara 
of  which  he  has  enclosed  for  Hia  Grace's  approbation,  as  hkewiee  a  copj  of  th« 
Commission  given  to  justices  drawn  op  in  the  best  manner  he  was  capable  of  doing 
not  being  well  acquainted  with  forma  of  such  Commissions  nor  with  powers  granted 
him  not  having  time  enongh  to  prepare  himself  with  them  before  he  received  His 
Ifajestj'e  commands  to  be  gone.  In  considemiion  of  which  he  begs  His  Qraoe  to 
look  favourabl;  upon  it.  Could  set  apart  no  bouse  proper  for  a  prison  and  in 
regard  many  delinquents  otcape  with  impnnitj  for  want  of  places  to  secure  them, 
haa  ordered  a  ratu  presented  to  him  by  justices  of  the  Peace  of  little  hnrthen  to 
the  people,  to  be  raised  in  Districts  of  St.  John's  and  Ferryland  for  building  a 
prison  in  oach  of  these  places— rate  hulf  a  quintal  of  Merchantable  fish  per  boat, 
and  half  a  quintal  for  every  boat's  room,  including  the  ships  rooms  of  those 
fishing  on  the  Banks  tliat  have  no  boats,  with  like  proportionable  rate  upon 
parsons  in  trade  and  not  concerned  in  the  fishery  and  only  for  one  fishing 
Beaaoa. 

"  For  pttniahing  of  petty  crimes  has  erected  several  pairs  of  stocks.  Makes  no 
doubt  but  all  these  measures  will  be  sufficient  to  aupiiress  great  disorders  in  the 
Island.  But  what  is  yet  to  be  feared  ia  that  as  the  beat  of  theae  magistrates  are 
hot  m*en  people  and  not  used  to  be  subject  to  any  Qovemment,  that  no  longer 
than  they  have  a  superior  amongst  them  will  they  be  obedient  to  any  orders  that 
are  given.  Besides  these  measures  my  Lord  Yere  and  he  have  done  many  acta  of 
justice  to  inbabitants  and  planters  and  particularly  at  Placentia  where  they  bad 
restored  several  Planters  which  Col.  Gledhill  had  unjustly  diapoEsesaed  for  several 
years  and  approbeud  would  have  taken  ftum  him  many  more  which  he  holds  by 
very  unjttflt  '  Tenners,'  bad  the  proper  proprietors  been  on  tho  spot  to  bav« 
sued." 

By  September  1730  the  Governor  bad  the  satisfaction  of  completing 
his  new  court  house  and  prison  in  St.  John's ;  he  hoped  his  stocks  and 
his  jails  wonld  be  a  sufficient  terror  to  evil  doers  and  to  all  his  opponent& 
The  (^pocdtion,  however,  to  the  Governor's  authority  increased 
rather  than  diuunished.  The  admirals  declared  the  justices  were  only 
Wvater  Justices,  and  accordingly  they  had  liceused  public-houses, 
seized,  fined,  and  whipped  at  their  pleasure,  and  entirely  set  aside  his 
new-fledged  magistrates.  Their  worships  were  not  the  men  to  resist 
these  bnllying  old  ship-fishermen.    In  September  1730,  just  before  the 
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Governor  sailed,  the  St.  John's  magistrates,  Wm,  Keen,  William  Weston, 
and  A.  Southmayd,  wrote : — 

"  Thej  hare  reoflon  to  think  that  they  are  like  to  meet  with  some  obstractioDB 
in  the  execution  of  their  office  Trom  Admirals  whose  authority  ia  Utnitod  to  dispntes 
relating  to  the  6shorj,  but  who  oppose  all  aathority  bnt  their  own.  Rather  than 
Buffer  any  indignities  M  jnsticea  shall  resign  their  anlhority." 

The  Attomey-Gener.ll  very  properly  advised  that  Oabome'a  taxes 
were  illegal ;  he  suggested  there  should  be  a  grand  jury  to  fiz  the 
rates,  and  that  they  should  be  assessed,  not  on  property,  but  on 
persons, — a  nice  distinction  which  the  Newfoundlanders  do  not  seem  to 
have  appreciated.  No  doubt  the  Crown  could  appoint  justices,  it  ia 
part  of  the  prerogative.  When,  however,  it  came  to  the  creation  of  a 
tiupenor  court  of  record  and  taxation,  it  was  clear  that  the  authority 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  required.  After  a  time  this  fact  dawned 
upon  the  authorities  at  home.  The  contest  between  the  Western 
Adventurers  and  the  fishing  admirals  on  one  side,  and  the  GovemorB 
and  the  justices  on  the  other,  continued  for  more  than  half  a 
century. 

The  merchants  declared  that  some  of  the  justices  were  New  England 
men — probably  referring  to  M.  Gill,  who  waa  a  provincial,  and  that 
they  supplied  the  fishermen  with  intoxicating  liquors  at  higher  rates 
than  the  merchants.  Their  great  offence,  however,  waa  that  they 
summoned  masters  and  merchants  to  pay  wages — an  unknown  thing 
in  the  Colony — the  merchants  having  been  specially  exempted  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  fishing  admirals. 

Owing  to  Ml  afiray  in  Torbay,  in  which  one  of  the  ancient  family 
of  Gosse  was  killed  by  a  man  called  Blackmore,  and  another  case 
of  murder  by  one  Steele,  with  the  expense  and  delay  of  sending  home 
the  accused  and  the  witnesses  for  trial,  generally  at  Exeter.  In  1737  in 
Governor  Vanbrugh's  Commission  a  clause  was  inserted  giving  him 
authority  to  hold  one  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  whilst  he  was 
resident  in  the  Colony,  but  not  ia  suffer  any  sentence  to  be  executed 
"  till  report  thereof  be  made  to  His  Msjeaty." 

When  the  Commisaion  went  before  the  Privy  Council,  the  clause 
was  struck  out ;  it  was  ultimately  granted  in  Governor  Drake's  Com- 
mission in  1750.  All  these  difficulties  about  creating  an  efficient  court 
of  justice  were  really  prompted  by  West  Country  influence,  and  by 
narrow  commercial  jealously ;  they  lasted  until  about  the  year  1828. 
The  story  of  the  fight  against  the  Courts  and  Government  waa  as  bitter 
a  controversy  as  tbe  design  to  extirpate  the  settlers. 

In  following  the  course  of  our  history  through  this  period  we  find 
amongst  our  naval  Governors  such  distinguished  names  as  Lord  Geoige 
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Qraham  in  1740,  and  the  Hon.  John  Byng  in  1741.  In  this  year 
Mr.  William  Keen,  a  merchant  of  St.  John's,  one  of  the  first  justices, 
was  appointed  Naval  Officer,  Health  Officer  for  the  port,  and  Judge  of 
the  Vice-Admiralty  Court — another  attempt  to  create  a  court  of  justice, 
which  subsequently  led  to  a  curious  conflict  between  this  tribunal  and 
the  rival  civil  court 

In  1742  war  was  declared  between  France  and  England,  and  in  1745 
that  most  brilliant  victory — the  capture  of  Louisbourg — was  achieved  by 
the  American  colonists  under  the  gallant  Pepperell  and  Admiral  Warren. 
The  siege  was  being  carried  on  under  great  difficulties,  until  the  timely 
arrival  of  the  English  squadron  from 
Newfoundland    gave   the    besiegers 
the  necessary   iulditional   force  and 
supplies  to  capture  the  great  French 
fortress. 

When  the  French  retired  from 
Placentia  in  1713,  Cape  Breton 
became  the  head-quarters  of  their 
fishery.^  Always  benton  aggression, 
they  spent  millions  of  dollars  in 
raising  a  great  fortress  at  Louisbourg, 
Tlie  fishery  carried  on  by  the  French 
in  Cape  Breton,  St,  John's  Island 
(Prince  Edward's  Island),  Gaap^.  and 
Newfoundland  employed  at  this  time 
sixteen  thousand  men,  Fmnce  waa 
at    the    height    of    her    power    in 

North  America.     Her  constant  raids  Fra«anf»graH*e<fnr^Ba>ui<H^ 

and  insidious  attacks  on  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies  raised  such  a  spirit 

of  resentment  in  New  England  that,  immediately  the  war  broke  out  in 
1742,  preparations  were  commenced  tor  an  attack  on  the  great  Island 
fortress. 

Both  in  England  and  British  America  the  fall  of  Louisbourg  was 


'  Beaide*  tbe  flaberj  the  French  »iTied  French  trader*.     AH  North  Ameriea  Joined 

OQ   ■    large    imuggling    buiiaeBB    in    Cape  In   thii  eilenBive   tmuggUoK   trade,    and   in 

Breton  1  French  brandy,  ailka,  &o.,  »nd  West  cheating    the   French   and  KnulLsh    govem- 

India  produce  were  clandestinely  exchanged  ments.     The  Tery  fortiflcalion*  of  Louisbourg, 

with    New  England    traders    (or    fleh,    far,  in  defiance  of  laws  which  prohibited  trading 

lamber,  floor,  &c.     Whole  cargoes  of  English  with  tbe  enemy,  were  built  with  Yankee  bricks, 

Newfoundland  fish  were  exchanged  with  the  boards,  lime,  and  stone. 
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hailed  with  a  far  wilder  excitement  and  enthusiasm  than  the  fall  of 
Sebastopol  in  our  own  days.  In  1747,  when  a  French  attack  to  recover 
the  fortress  was  expected,  Shirley  and  Pepperella  officers  were  busy 
recruiting  all  over  the  provinees ;  many  soldiers  for  the  service  were 
obtained  from  Newfoundland.  At  the  Peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  in 
1748,  Cape  Breton  waa  restored  to  France.  New  England  was  naturally 
indignant  over  this  base  surrender  of  a  conquest  achieved  at  the  cost  of 
so  many  valuable  lives,  which  they  looked  on  with  just  pride,  not  only 
as  a  proof  of  their  own  prowess,  but  also  as  a  material  guarantee  for  the 
security  of  their  fisheries  and  commerce.  They  were  furious  that  this 
great  fortress  should  be  given  up  in  exchiinge  for  "a  petty  factory 
(Madras)  in  the  East  Indies."  The  Colonies,  after  a  time,  received 
£236,200  sterling  to  recompense  them  for  their  expenditure  incurred  in 
the  capture  of  Louisbourg.  Colonel  John  Bradstreet  of  Massachusetts, 
who  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  siege,  was  made  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  St.  John's,  our  second  colonial  ruler.' 

In  1749  arrived  the  most  distinguished  of  our  early  naval  governors 
I — Captain  George  Brydges  Rodney*  —  the  heroic  admiral  who  broke 


■  Bradgtreet,  whtMe  name  appeart  id  onr 
record*  as  Liuuteiuuil-Oovenior  of  St.  John's 
in  1T19,  iras  a  very  dietiofFuiahtd  AiDiricaa 
offlcer.  Betides  bis  brilliiDl  aervlivB  at 
Louiibourg.  be  vu  coonpicuoui  for  his 
eallantry  in  several  other  encounters  wirfa  the 
E^nch.  In  the  absence  of  the  Commodore 
h«  was  the  real  Governor  of  ihe  Colonj' for 
nine  month*  of  the  year. 

John  Bradstreet,  soldier,  bora  in  Horblinir, 
Enf[land,  in  1711;  died  in  New  York  ciiy, 
i5th  September  1774.  When  a  voung  officer 
he  was  seat  to  join  the  Brilisb  toroei>  in 
America,  where  he  renmned  for  the  rest  of  his 
life.  In  1749  he  served  with  the  expedition 
aguDSl  Loaisbourp.  as  lieaieaant-colonel  of 
Feppercll's  (York,  Me.)  regiment,  and  i:ontri- 
buted  largely  to  its  success  by  bis  leal,  »olivi[y, 
and  judgtnent,  and  by  his  particular  koowledge 
of  Ifae  oircametaoces  of  the  place.  On  the  5th 
of  September  1745,  he  tras  mnde  a  captain, 
and  00  I6th  Septeniber  1746,  wai  appointed  to 
the  lieutenanl-gOTemorship  of  St.  John'p, 
Newfoundland,  a  sinecure.  In  ITilS  he  was 
ordered  by  General  Braddock  to  ()»w<-go,  and 
became  the  adjutant-general  to  Governor 
Shirley.  Durini;  the  following  eummrr  ho 
conveyed  from  Albany  a  great  quantity  of 
stores,  with  six  months'  proviaiong,  to 
Oswego,  and  on  bis  return  from  the  fort  was 
attacked  by  a  strong  party  of  French  whom 
be  defeated. 

la  March  1797  he  was  appointed  to  a 
company    in    the    60th    Uegimeni,    Boyal 


American,  ai»d  in  December  wu  mide 
lieutenant-colonel  and  deputy  quartermasta- 
general  with  the  rank  of  colonel.  On  87(h 
Augiuit  1798,  he  captured  Fort  Fronttnae, 
which  he  razed  to  the  ground,  and  destroyed 
such  stores  *s  could  not  be  removed.  He 
served  under  Amherst  in  his  expedition 
against  Ticnnderaga  and  Crown  Point  in 
17S9,  received  bis  colonelcy  in  February 
1 76£,  and  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  major- 
general  on  saib  Uay  177S.  During  PoDtiac'a 
war  he  commanded  an  expedition  against  the 
western  Indians,  with  whom  he  negotiated 
a  treaty  of  peace  In  DetrtHt  fth  September 
1764. 

'  Kodrey,  ii>-it  to  NeliOD  the  uHMt 
renowned  Briliiih  naval  hero,  when  appointnd 
Commodore,  OoTemor,  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  Newfoundlatid,  in  1749,  w a*  only 
thiny-onei  he  was  a  post  captain  at  twenty- 
four,  and  two  jeara  before  coming  to  the 
Colony  had  dislinguir-hed  himself  iq  Hawke*! 
great  victory  oft  Uabanl.  As  Governor  of 
the  Island  Kndney  showed  shrewd  comiDoii 
BPnce,  firmness,  a  great  regard  for  justice  and 
fair  play,  and,  what  is  most  remarkable  in  that 
age,  a  kindly  benevolent  leeling  tor  ooi 
hiirdy  toilers  of  th«  sea  ;  he  carefully  protected 
them  from  Iheir  graspiog  employers.  As 
Wellington  has  been  immortalized  in  a  boot, 
so  Rodney  is  for  ever  remembered  in  the 
name  of  a  small  boat.  One  renurkabJe  event 
in  Rodney's  life  shows  the  cbatacler  of 
the  age.    Disappointed  at  not  obtaioing  the 
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the  line,  and  ftcliieved  the  great  victory  over  the  French  in  the  Weot 
Indiefli  In  Rodney's  time  the  Newfoundland  appointment  wuti  one 
of  the  coveted  prizes  of  the  service.  Tliougli  a  very  young  man, 
Rodney  showed  marked  abiliiy.  In  giving  instructions  to  hie  sur- 
rogate. Lieutenant  Frankland,  R.N.,  lieutenant  of  H.M.S,  Eainboiv,  he 
eays: — 

"  In  case    Bny  other  complainta    ehall    appear    before  yon    of  crimes   and 

iniiidemeanoarB  oommitted  upon  the  land  yom  hare  fall  power  and  aatboricy  to 

adjudge  and  determine  the  aaiue  aocordiog 

to  the  custom  of  the  oouutry  and  the  hett 

of  yottr  judgment." 

Governor  Rodney  figures  largely 

in  our  colonial  records.     Two  lettera 

of   his  are  characteristic;  one  is  in 

reply   to   George    Garland,   and   the 

magistrates  in   Harbour  Grace,  who 

asktd   leave  to  reduce  the  servants' 

wages  on  account  of  a  had  fishery ; — 

"In  regard    to   what  yon    hare   laid 

before    me     conoemiug    the    merchants' 

request  that  the  aerranta    may    bear    an 

equal  proportion  with  them  in  their  losses — 

I  oan  by  uo  means  approve  of  it,  as  both 

law  and  equity  declare  the  labourer  to  be 

worthy  of  his  hire. 

toRD  bddhbt.  "Mr.  Drake  and  myself  would  bo  glad 

From  a*  mgram*g  after  Btyiuid:  *^  ^"*  *'''*  merchants  iu  all  that  lay  in 

onr  power,  but  we  are  by  uo  means  capable 

of   oommitting    so    flagrant    a    piece    of 

injustice  as  desired  to  serve  any  people  whatever.    I  have  only  one  question  to  ask 

namely :  had  the  season  been  good,  in  proportion  as  it  has  proved  bad,  would  the 

merchants  or  boat  keepers  have  raifed  the  men's  wages  P 

"  I  am  Sir 


"  Yonr  moat  obedient  hnmhle  SOTVant 


'  George  Ghu-land  Esq." 


Govemorsbip  at  JamaicB,  Rodoey  was  living  have  an  opportDnttj  of  learning  Enjtliah," 

in  Paris ;  bj  election  expensei  aud  high  play  was  the  Adinital'a  ready  ansver.     Wilbio  two 

be  wa*  in  terrible  money  difficallies.    On  the  years  he  had  taken  two  Spanigh,  one  French, 

breakinji  out  of  the  war  be  was  in  )[reat  HtrailR ;  aikd   one  Dutch  admiral,  and   on  the  9th  of 

from  (bis  be  was  relieved  by  Iub  noble  French  April  1T83  came  hii  crowning  rictory  orer 

friend  Uar£chal  Riran,  and  enabled  to  take  De  Gnute  at  Dominica,  when  he  broke  the 

command  and  destroy   the    prestige   of    the  line.    Rodney  was   remarkable  for  decision, 

French    Navy.    When    the    French    Prince  boldness    in    attack,     and     conSdent    lelt- 

rhilippe  £gslit£  a«ked  Rodney  what  would  reliance)  the«e  quahtiei  were  connpicuooB  in 

happen  if  be,  the  Duke,  met  the  English  at  bis  character  both   as  a  younK  commodore 

se«_off  Bt^t :   "  That  your    Highness   will  and  as  an  experienced  and  victorioiu  admiral: 

T  2 
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The  other  letter  is  to  the  same  Harbour  Grace  magiatrates,  aboafc 

their  neglect  to  aummon  John  Pike,  who  was  charged  with   cnielly 

whipping  David  Careen   and  Michael  Moreeo.      Pike,   after  a  Bbarp 

reprimand  from  Rodney  to  the  mi^trates,  appeared  before  the  court  on 

the  23th  of  September.    He  waa  fined  £25  sterling  and  costs  in  Careea 

and  Moreen's  cases,  and  ordered  to 

pay  £100  to  Amos  Vincent,  whose 

fish  he  had  seized  illegaDy.    The 

Governor  was   not  a  man   to  be 

trifled  with. 

Rodney  was  succeeded,  in  1750, 
by  Commodore  Francis  William 
Drake,  E.N.  He  appears  to  have 
been  Rodney's  senior  officer,  for 
whilst  in  the  Colony,  Rodney  acted 
as  his  surrogate.  Drake  remained 
in  command  until  1752,  when 
Captain  Hugh  Bonfoy,  B,N., 
succeeded  him. 

Several  horrible  murders  were 

committed    about    this  time,  the 

most  notable  being  the  killiag  of 

the     magisttate,     William     Keen. 

J.™, ,«,  ^  "i.~  »^       .  ,  Nine      persons     were      involved 

in  it 

Four  were  hung,  two  the  day  after  the  conviction,  and  two  the 

next  day ;  the  other  five  were  respited  on  condition  of  their  leaving  the 

Colony.     Keen  was  murdered  partly  out  of  revenge  for  the  punishment 

of  a  man  charged  with  larceny,  and  partly  for  the  sake   of  money  he 

had  hid   under  his  bed.      The   details,   which  are  given  at  length  in 

the  records,  are  most  revolting.     A  womnn,  dressed  in  man's  clothes, 

was   one   of    the  prime   instigatois   of   this   horrible  crime ;  three   of 

the    murderers    were    aoldieiB.      The    principal    culprits    were    hung 

on  a  gallows  erected  at  the  end  of  Keen's  Wharf,  west  of  Hunter^s 

Cove. 

Another  case  about  the  same  time  illustrates  the  curious  way  in 
which  justice  was  dispensed.  A  man  named  Martin  Doyle  was  charged 
with  causing  the  death  of  his  servant  at  Bay  Bulls  in  a  drunken  fray. 
The  jury  acquitted  him  "  by  reason  no  man  saw  him  lift  hand  against 
"  the  deceased,  so  we  all  give  in  our  opinion  for  the  man  to  be  not 
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■"  guilty."  Whereupon  Doyle  was  set  at  liberty  on  payment  of  the 
ekargee  of  the  court. 

In  1763  the  North  American  Colonies  confederated  for  matual 
defence  against  the  French.  In  the  next  year  a  descendant  of 
Lord  Baltimore's  attempted  to  renew  his  claim  to  the  exclusive  posses- 
.lion  of  part  of  Avalon.  The  CouncU  decided  unanimously  that  the  title 
had  lapsed. 

We  find  from  the  records  that  the  defences  of  the  Colony  were 
considerable  compared  with  former  times  There  was  one  company  of 
infantry  and  a  train  of  ortillety  in  St.  John's,  sixty-six  foot  and 
nineteen  artUlerymen  at  Flacentia.  Fort  William  mounted  in  1753  seven 
twenty-four-pounders,  six  eighteen-pounders,  and  ten  six-poimders ; 
Port  Qeor^re— the  lower  gun  battery — ^thirteen  twenty-four-pouoders, 
and  ten  guns  on  the  platform;  and  the  south  side  battery — Fort 
Frederick — four  eighteen-pounders. 

In  this  year  a  grant  was  made  to  Robert  Caxter,  of  Feriyland,  of 
Isle  aiix  Bois,  described  in  the  applicatioa  as  Little  Bog  Island.    In 

1755  Christopher  Bradley,  residing  at  Fogo,  reports  the  arrival  of  forty 
French  ships  on  the  north-east  coast,  engaged  in  the  fishery,  well 
armed,  and  surveying  the  harbours.  He  also  mentions  the  capture  of 
French  spies  at  Pogo.  In  the  next  year,  1756,  the  Seven  Years'  War 
commenced,  and  the  French  virtually  abandoned  the  Newfoundland 
fishery,  English  fishermen  during  this  period  taking  possession  of  the 
French  fishing  establishments  at  Petit  Nord. 

Governor  Dorrill's  administration  of  the  Government  in  1755  and 

1756  is  distinguished  by  intolerant  bigotry  and  the  persecution  ot 
IWman  Catholics  for  exercising  their  religion.  The  Governor  and  other 
officials  naively  lament  that  these  poor  Irish — hunted  <lown  like  wild 
beasts — were  disloyal.     What  else  could  anyone  expect  them  to  be  ? 

In  1755  Governor  Dorrell  wrote  to  the  magistrates  of  Harbour 
Grace: — 

"Whereas  I  &m  informed  that  a  Romaa  Catholic  priest  is  at  this  time  at 
Barboor  Grace,  and  that  he  pnblicl]'  read  mass,  which  is  cantrarf  to  law,  and 
against  the  peace  of  our  soverei){n  lord  t3x6  king.  You  are  hereby  required  and 
directed  on  the  receipt  of  this,  to  cause  the  said  priest  to  be  taken  into  custody  and 
Bent  round  to  this  place.    In  this  you  are  not  to  faiL" 

The  magistrate  replied  >— 

"Ah  ooncemiBg  the  Roman  priest  ofwhom  yon  were  informed  that  he  read 
public  mass  at  Harbonr  Grace,  it  was  misrepresented,  it  was  at  a  place  called 
Oaplia  Core,  somewhat  below  the  Harbour ;  for  if  he  read  it  in  the  Harbour  I 
■honld  have  known  it  and  would  hare  aecnred  him.  After  he  was  informed  that  Z 
t>ad  intelligenoe  of  him,  immediately  [he]  left  the  place,  and  yesterday  [I]  was 
iaformed  be  was  gone  to  Harbour  Uain." 
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The  matter  was,  however,  not  allowed  to  drop,  an  the  following 
record  shows : — 

"  By  Trouas  Bdknkti,  Esq.,  deputy  or  Bturogate, 
to  BiCHABD  SoBXXLL,  Esq.,  goTemor,  Sas. 
'  "  At  B  coart  leld  before  me  ftt  Fftrbonr  Main  the  20t,h  ot  September,  at  which 
7on,  Charles  Garland,  was  present,  at  nhioh  time  Uiobael  Katem  did  appear  befura 
na,  and  by  his  own  confeSBion  did  admit  a  Roman  priest  to  celebrate^  pablio  maea 
according  to  (be  Church  of  Rome,  in  one  of  his  fiMh-rooms  or  etore-housea.  and  he, 
tieing  present  himself,  which  ia  contrary  to  )ftw,  and  against  oar  HOvercign  lord  th« 
king,  we  think  proper  to  fine  bim  the  sum  of  fifty  pounda,  and  to  demclUh  tha  latd 
^h-rtxim  or  ttore-room  where  maM  wot  taid,  and  I  do  likewiae  order  the  eaid 
Michael  Katem  to  sell  all  the  posBesHiona  he  has  or  holds  in  this  harboar,  on  or 
'before  the  25th  day  of  November  enauing.  At  th«  same  day  appeared  before  tu 
Hichael  Landrloan,  who  was  guilty  of  the  Fame  crimes,  for  which  we  think  proper 
to  fine  bim  the  anm  of  twenty  ponada,  ta  bum  hit  htyiue  and  ttage  down  to  tha 
grovnd,  and  he  to  quit  the  said  barbonr  by  the  25th  of  November  enaoing.  At  the 
game  time  appeared  before  na.  Darby  Costley,  Robert  Finn,  Michael  Mooring,  and 
Ronold  McDonald,  all  which  by  their  own  confession  are  Ttomaa  Catholics  and 
inhabitants  of  this  place,  which  ia  contrary  to  law  that  they  ahould  hold  any 
property  in  thia  island.  We  therefore  think  proper  to  fine  the  aaid  Darby  Coetley 
ten  pounds,  Robert  Finn  ten  pounde,  Michael  Mooring  the  snm  of  eight  pounds, 
and  Bonold  McDonald  the  sum  of  two  pounda  ten  Bhillinga,  all  the  eaid  fines  in 
sterling  money  of  Great  Britain,  and  all  the  aaid  persons  to  qnit  tha  said  island  by 
25th  of  JfoTomber  ensniog. 

"  T.  Bd&neti, 
"  To  Charles  Qarland,  Esq.,  one  of  Hia  Majeaty'a 
"  Jnatices  of  the  Peace  at  Harbour  Main." 

These  were  not  the  only  Bufferers ;  sixteen  others  in  Harboar  Main 
&nd  many  itt  Harbour  Grace  and  Ciirbonier  were  convicted,  and  in  every 
case  the  building  where  the  service  had  been  held  was  destroyed. 

In  1757,  owing  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  great  Seven  Years'  War 
in  the  previous  year,  a  local  niilitia  was  formed  in  St.  John's. 
Mr.  Michael  Gill,  judge  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court,  was  appointed 
colonel,  Wm.  Thommasley  captain  of  the  first  company,  John  Stripling 
of  the  second,  Wm.  Baird  of  the  third,  Robert  Hutchings  of  the  fourth, 
Messrs.  Green,  Robert  Hutchings,  junr..  Cocking,  Morley,  Stokes,  Fly, 
O^fe,  Tucker,  and  George  Hutchings,  lieutenants.  Every  officer  had  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  supreniauy,  and  abjui'ation. 

In  1755  there  is  a  complaint  from  the  fishing  admiral  of  Harbour 
Grace,  signed  by  Webber,  Parsons,  Snow,  Martin,  Sheppard,  &c,,  "  com- 
"  plaining  of  the  destruction  of  their  sheep  and  cattle  by  people  living 
"  in  huts  at  the  upper  end  of  the  harbour  [River  Head],  loose  and  bad 
"  characters,  harbouring  numbers  of  idle  persona" 

In  1757,  under  the  active  and  spirited  Governor  Edwards,  a  number 
of  French  prizes  are  brought  into  St.  John's.  Judge  Gill  and  his 
officials  reaped  a  ri(^  harvest  of  fees  and  commissions ;  in  one  case  » 
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vessel  from  Waterford  was  captured  by  a  French  privateer,  and  after-" 
wards  gallantly  recaptured  by  her  own  crew.  An  unfortunate  epidemic 
of  small-pox  broke  out  this  year.  The  magistrate  was  ordered  to  take 
steps  to  prevent  it«  spreading.  ■  "  ■ 

In  1759  it  appears  that  four  hundred  pounds  had  been  collected 
towards  the  building  of  a  new  English  church,  near  the  site  of  the 
present  Anglican  cathedral.  The  building  committee  and  trustees 
were  Michael  Gill,  treasurer,  the  Rev.  Edward  Langman,  B.A.,  of  BaUiol 
Collie,  Oxford,  incumbent,  John  Monier,  William  Bevill,  and  William 
Thomas : — 

"  Decideii  at  a  meeting  of  the  TreMnror,  Trnstees,  Snbscribera  to.  29  Oct.  1759 — 
!Chat  the  polpit,  Communion  Table,  clerk's  dnsk  &o.  be  as  in  the  old  clinrch.  The 
West  Gallery  for  the  boat  keepers  ae  in  the  old  Chnrch ;  tha  North  Gallery  to  be 
divided  into  three  pewa,  the  middle  oae  for  the  Governor,  one  for  the  officers  of 
the  garrison  and  the  other  for  the  officers  of  the  Havy.  Bells  to  bo  put  op  io  the 
belfry  at  the  west  end. 

"  That  William  Keen  »hon1d  have  the  fint  pew  on  the  right  coming  in  at  the 
west  door  and  Michael  GiU  the  first  on  the  sonth  door. 

"  That  the  Panon  should  have  a  pew  bailt  for  himself  and  family  nnder  the 
pnlpit  next  the  clerk's  deek. 

"  First  choice  of  pews  to  Etnbscriben  from  £25  to  £15  to  he  settled  by  lot. 

"  That  those  of  £10  should  have  one  square  pew  aetled  in  the  same  manner. 

"£5  to  £10  snbBoriberB  to  hare  single  pews  setled  in  the  same  manner. 

"  That  the  Gallows  should  be  removed  and  pat  on  Gallows  HilL 

"  That  the  bodys  which  is  bnried  in  the  old  church  should  be  left  at  (die  election 
at  their  friends  whether  they  would  remove  them  or  no." 

Governor  Edwards'  method  of  completing  the  new  church  waa 
eminently  practical ;  he  did  not  beat  the  drum  ecclesiastic,  or  hold  a 
bazaar,  or  appeal  to  anyone's  religious  feelings,  but  following  the  naval 
practice  in  vogue,  be  simply  made  prisoners  of  all  the  leading  persons 
of  the  town  who  had  not  paid  their  subscriptions  like  "the  well 
disposed  inhabitants."  He  satisfied  his  own  conscience  by  putting  down 
■his  name  for  £25 ;  there  is  no  reference  to  its  payment  The  thirty- 
four  substantial  residents  mentioned  in  the  margin,  who  were  apparently, 
judging  from  their  names,  chiefly  Soman  Catholics,  Presbyterians,  and 
Nonconformists,  all  had  to  work  on  the  church  or  pay  a  carpenter,  or 
else  go  to  jnil.  The  whole  proceeding  was  illegal  The  Governor's 
proclamation  reads  thus : — 

"  By  BiCEiKD  Blwaeds,  Esquire,  Governor,  Ac, 

"Whereas  the  Church  of  this  place,  St.  John's,  has  been  carried  on  by  the 
Bubscription  of  well  disposed  persons  and  it  being  highly  necessary  that  the  same 
should  be  covered  as  soon  as  possible,  you  are  therefore  hereby  required  and 
directed,  to  cause  the  men  mentioned  in  the  margin  to  repair  to  work  on  the  said 
'church  from  the  date  hereof  to  the  4th  day  of  November  next,  as  it  appears  that 
they  are  livers  in  this  place  and  have  noi  snbscribod  towards  the  building  of  the 
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f  ftme ;  or  to  csUBe  each  of  them  that  ahsll  neglect  oomplying  herewith  to  p»7  tha 
nsnal  price  given  to  carptenters  daily  io  this  place  [till  that  time]. 
■'  For  which  this  shall  he  your  order. 

"  B.  Edwards. 
"  To  His  Uajcety'B  Jnetices  of  the  Peace  By  oommand  of  the  GoTernor, 

"  for  the  District  of  Sc.  John's.  B.  Fatkb." 

The  end  of  George  II-'b  reign  was  signalized  by  Wolfe's  victory  at 
Quebec,  and  the  complete  destruction  of  the  great  French  empire  in 
America. 

Lieutenant  Griffith  Williams,  K.A.,  who  was  stationed  at  Carbonear 
Island  in  1745  (afterwards  promoted  to  St.  John's,  where  he  Uved  for 
some  twelve  or  fourteen  years),  was  a  very  active,  enterpnsing  young 
officer.     He  cleared  the  present  Grove  Farm,  Quidi  Vidi,  and  obtained  a 
jgrant   of   two   hundred   acres.     Subse- 
quently  he    served    in    the   American 
war  and  attained  the  rank  of  general. 
He  was  connected  with  the  old  family 
of  Williams   in  this  Colony ;    the  late 
Sir  Robert    Pinsent,    D.C.L.,   and    the 
distinguished  Sir  Monier-Williams  are 
hie   collateral    descendants.      In    1765 
he  published  an  account  of  the  Colony. 
Cotnmenting  on  the  veiy  irregular  and 
unsatisfactory   manner    in   which    the 
fishery  returns  were  made  up   at   the 
time,  he  says : — • 

"  I  remember  one  of  the  above  kind  of 
iBetams  being  sent  to  the  GoTcmor  with  an 
account   of  the  nnmber   of  boats  kept,  the  qenibil  wolh. 

qu»ntity  of  fiah,  the  oil  caaght  4c.      Having  prom  an  mgraving  ajtvr  Scliaak, 

a  boat  and  men  of  my  own  I  had  the  curiosity 

to  know  how  near  they  came  to  the  ti-nth, 

and  therefore  began  at  Bay  de  Verds  in   Conception  Bay  and  went  into  eveiy 

oreek  and  cove  qnite  round  to  Portngal  Cove  and  foand  they  had  not  got  within 

%  third  part  in  any  one  account. 

"I found  in  Conception  Bay  496  boats  kept,  and  computed  on  an  aTCrage  each 
boat  caught  500  qtls.  of  Bsh  (thoagh  many  caught  750  and  several  at  Trinity 
Harbour  990).  llieee  made  248,000  qtls. ;  I  allow  for  the  shipping  about  10,000, 
whioh  I  make  258,000  and  allow  for  men,  women  and  children  employed  in  catching 
and  curing  the  fish  of  each  boat  (as  they  all  equally  work)  ten,  which  will  make 
4,960  and  for  the  shipping  300  making  in  all  5,260  people. 

"  It  is  not  00  easy  to  come  at  the  exact  quantity  of  oil  aa  some  years  the  livers 
of  the  fish  yield  so  much  more  than  in  others;  and  some  years  the  Cape  Ood  men 
tneet  with  great  success  in  the  whale  fishery  and  at  other  times  little  or  none, 
tither  in  that  or  the  seal  fishery.  Some  years  from  the  shore  fish  yon  have  three 
hhds.  of  oil  to  100  qtls.  of  iish  and  from  the  bank  flsh  you  have  but  a  small  quantity, 
however  I  shall  allow  one  hhd.  to  the  100  qtls.  which  will  be  645  tnns  of  train  oil. 
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I  have  known  tliat  oil  sell  at  Newfoundland  from  £8  to  £16  per  tan  and  in  Engluid 
from  £14  to  £36  per  tan. 

"  As  the  fiehery  of  Conception  Bay  was  reckoned  equal  to  one  qnarter  part  of  the 
whole  fiahety  of  Newfonndland  from  the  year  1745  hi  1752  i.e.  Trinitrf,  BonariBta, 
Catalina  with  the  creeks  thereantobelougingon^ qnarter;  BaydeYerd, Carboneiro 
Harbour  Grace  and  the  eeveral  creeks  and  covee  thereaato  belonging  one  qnarter  t 
Torbay,  Kidivide,  St.  John's  and  Petty  Harbonr  a  qnarter  ;  Bay  of  Bnlla,  Firiland, 
FirmoTos,  Trepaf^sej  and  Flacentia  Bay  another  qnarter  part;  bo  that  the  whole 
produce  of  fieb  and  oil  for  one  of  the  aforesaid  years  will  be  (exolnsive  of  the  whale 
and  seal  oilj  of  fish  1,032,000  qtls.  and  oil  5,100  tuns. 

"  Fish  upon  an  average  sell  at  foreign  markets  from  eighteen  to  thirty  shillings 
per  quintal  but  suppose  it  at  20/-  it  will  then  amount  to  £1,032,000.  Oil  is  often 
sent  to  Spain  which  upon  an  average  sells  at  £18  per  tun,  it  will  then  amount  ta 
£92.880  sterling. 

"  I  shall  make  no  calculation  on  the  fur  trade,  wMcli  was  very  oonsiderablo 
before  the  French  had  snch  vast  possessions  to  the  northward.  The  salmon  fishery 
is  of  no  great  consequence,  though  before  the  French  were  so  powerful  many  a 
hundred  tierces  were  sent  to  the  Italian  markets." 

Referring  to  the  forts,  he  says : — 

"  St,  John's  from  1745  to  1750  was  very  well  garrisoned  by  four  companies  of 
Foot,  (»  captain  of  artillery  with  about  50  men.  It  was  also  well  supplied  with  all 
manneT  of  stores  and  about  40  pieces  of  cannon,  Ferllond,  Carboniere  and  Trinity 
Harbonre  had  each  an  officer  of  artillery  with  about  18  or  20  men  and  an  officer 
of  Foot  and  30  men.  There  were  200  smalt  arms  at  each  place  for  the  ase  of  the 
Inhabitants.  If  those  defenoes  had  been  kept  up  Uie  French  would  not  have 
succeeded  in  captariug  these  places  in  1763." 

The  gallant  major  is  very  bitter  against  Irishmen,  says  they  are  not 
half  BO  good  as  Newfoundlanders  and  English  to  catch  fish.  He  gives 
,U8  a  life-like  description  of  the  fishery  at  this  period,  its  wonderful  pro- 
ductiveness. Nine  hundred  and  ninety  quintals  a  boat  seems  to  us 
an  enormous  catch,  but  on  the  Labrador,  even  within  my  recollection, 
some  of  Hunt  &  Henley's  men  have  equalled  this.  We  must  remember 
there  were  five  men  in  a  boat,  or  rather  a  large  akifil 

Williams  complains  of  the  large  expense  of  olive  oil,  owing  to  its 
having  to  be  brought  to  England.  The  fishermen  could  not  do  without 
it  to  cook  their  salt  fish ;  butter  was  scarce  and  dear.  Olive  oil 
is  miiversaJly  used  for  cooking  in  Spain,  and,  when  good,  it  is  the  best 
to  fry  fish  with.  The  native  Spaniard  does  not  care  for  the  mild 
Locca  liquid,  he  likes  his  oil  with  a  flavour — "  que  huele." 

We  still  hear  a  good  deal  in  these  records  about  tlie  bye-boat  men^ — 
the  planters  who  brought  out  West  Country  servants.  The  late  Hon. 
Stephen  Readell  has  often  told  me  that  even  when  he  came  to  the 
Colony  in  1834,  hundreds  of  sturdy  Devonshire  lads  came  out  every 
spring  to  Bowell's,  Boden's,  Bulley's,  Mudge's,  Job's,  and  many  others  on 

'  Bje  -  boat     keepers     were    wliat    we  hired  them  i  thnj  fitted  out  ■  nnmber  of  men 

■hoald  DOW  call  planltrBormiddlvmeD.    Thej  and  boais)   all  wbo  wci«  bdependent  sold 

were  not  pai<i>e»i>ed  of  Gi>biD|[  sfaipi'.  tiut  tbcy  their   fleh   for  tlie  best  price  lo  B>ok-«bi|ig, 

generally  either  had  fishiiig  ratabliBbineflls  or  tradeni,  &e. 
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Ihe  South  Side  and  in  Hoyle's  Town  (Magotty  Cove),  and  to  Torbay, 
Bay  Bulla,  Petty  Harbour„&c,  All  tbeae  " youngsters "  were  shipped 
for  two  summers  and  a  winter. 

Mr.  Kendell  said  nearly  every  labouring  man  about  CoffinaweU  had 
been  a  servant  in  XewfoundEand.  The  regular  place  for  shipping  was  at 
Newton  Abbott,  in  the  still  existing  hostelry,  "  The  Dartmouth  Inn  and 
NewEoundlaod  Tavern."  Here  the  engagement  was  "  wetted  "  with  cyder, 
strong  beer,  and  the  still  more  potent  Jamaica.  There  were  the  same 
scenes  enacted  every  spring.  The  coming  and  going  of  the  Newfound- 
land men  was  an  event  in  Devonshire.  The  i-urals  reckoned  the  time 
by  the  old  Church  of  England  lectionary :  "  Jan  I  the  Parson  be  in 
Pruverbs,  the  Newfanlan  men  will  soon  be  a  coming  wbome," 

Dartmouth,  Teignmoutb,  Exmouth,  and  "  the  seven  strong  firms  "  of 
Poole,  every  year  sent  out  their  contingent  of  West  Countrymen  to  fish 
and  work  in  Newfoundland.  Jersey  men  and  Newman's  crew,  even  in 
our  day,  all  had  their  passenger  vessels  sailing  spring  and  autumn. 

What  helped  to  keep  more  Devonshire  men  in  the  country  later  on 
in  the  eighteenth  century  was  the  development  of  the  ship  seal  fishery. 
Most  writers  on  Newfoundland  have  described  the  seal  fishery  as  only 
commencing  about  1790,  but  this  is  a  mistake.  Ever  since  Newfound- 
land had  permanent  ssttlers  there  was  more  or  less  uf  a  seal  fishery, 
carried  on  at  first  simply  as  a  shore  fishery,  with  nete,  afterwards  in 
punts,  and  gradually  in  larger  boats,  until  schooners  came  into  play. 
The  statistics  show  how  it  fluctuated,  rising  from  £1,016  worth  of  seal  oil 
in  1749  to  £12,664  in  1768 ;  at  the  price  of  oil  ruling  then,  this  latter 
figure  shows  quite  a  respectable  "  haul,"  even  in  those  early  day&  Every 
"  Room  "  and  every  merchant's  establishment  at  that  time  had  its  vats, 
both  for  seal  and  cod  oil,  the  latter  always  called  "  Train."  But  besides 
the  seal  fishery  there  was  more  or  less  of  a  whale  fishery.  New 
Englanders  from  Cape  Cod  were  expert  whale  men,  and  with  their 
splendid  Hampton  boats  killed  the  cetaceans  around  our  southern 
coast,  particularly  about  Fortune  Bay.^ 

>  OF  the  whale  flihery  in  Fortune  Bap  tbe  Uoired  States;   that    three  jttn  after 

the  Rev.  P.  Toque  u}H  :—  ibU    k     schooner     waa    fitted    out   b;    the 

"  It   appear*  from    evidence    given  hj  Americanii,  which  ■rrived  at  Burin,  but  on 

Heni7  Buller.-  hrfore  a    committee   of    the  B<M:ounl  of   a    maD-of-war    lieiog    ttalioned 

HouKEof  AsBeiDblj,  in   IBJO,  that  the  whale  there,  the  whonner  proceeded  lo  Su  Mvj's 

.fisherv  was  carried  on  by  the  Americana  In  Hay,  where  ahe  remained   until  the  month  of 

a  great   extent  in   Hermilaice  Bay.  Bay  of  .AiiguM,  and  hod  nL-arly  completed  brr  load 

Despair,  and  Fortune  Bay,  during  the  yenrii  when  she  was  tnkco   by  a  Britiiih  sioop-of- 

1796.  IT9T.  179?,  and   1799;  that  during  the  war,   and    ordered    to    St.    John'j ;    but   the 

three  first  years,  twelve  venjtele  were  enipioytd  crew  being  too  itrong  (or  the  priie-maaler, 

by  them,  manned  by  fifteen  mew  each ;  Ihut  the  schooner  nhaped  her  coarse  for  Ameritti, 

all  of  the   veseeU   returned  nearly  loaded;  and  arrived  io   mifpty  at  Cape  Coi.    With 

that  they  carried  on  the  whale  fishery  in  Ihlu  this  ended  ihe  Americnn  wha\e  fixbery  on  the 

part  of  the  conniry  nnrit  about  the  year  ISdT,  western  Khcrrti  of  Newfoundland.    Mr.  Batter 

when   it   was   disrouiiiiued,  owing  to   eoaie  Hialed   that  a  whale  Gshery   commenced  in 

dispute   arining  betneen   Gieat  Britain  and  Hvrmiisge   Bay,    unilcr    the    firm   of   Pelidr 
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-  .Considering  the  large  intercourse  between  Newfoundland  Bnd  Nev^ 
England  at  this  period,  American  records  contain  very  little  information 
on  the  subject.  In  1729,  in  tlie  Boston  Becorde,  there  is  an  entry 
about  the  admission  of  James  Fuhnon  Taylor,  of  St.  John's,  and  "liberty 
"  gianted  to  him  to  open  a  tihop  on  giving  Bond  in  £100  to  iii,demnifie 
"  the  Town."  In  1742  Captain  NathaniQl  Welch  was  to  be  prosecuted 
for  bringing  passengers  from  Newfoundland  without  reporting  them 
at  the  impost  office.  In  1735  there  are  great  complaints  about  French 
competition  in  the  European  fish  mnrkets. 

England,  in  1759,  imposed  a  duty  of .  sixpence  per  gallon  on 
molasses,  mm,  and  sugar  imported  from  the  West  India  Islands  other 
than  British.  It  caused  great  excitement  in  Uassachusetts  and  Nevt 
England ;  the  colonists  declared  they  were  ruined  to  appease  the 
clamours  of  the  British  West  India  planters  ;  all  the  same,  the  Americans 


Fnm  Wimor't  y.  <t  C.  B.  ef  Amariea. 

never  paid  any  duty.     In  1764  the  Act  was  renewed,  and  larger  powers 
given  to  the  Admiralty  courts  to  try  smuggling  cases  without  a  jury, 

I«Ueunrier&  Co.,  vtiicliccDiiijiied  for  four  &  Co.'b,  (ad  began  the  whale  fisherj'  on  a 

jeargoDl;,  nhen  the  paitnenhip  dimolved  [  large  scale." 

that  the  Dktivcg  of  HenoilBge   Bny,  baring  On  Mewn.  Nowman'i  entablinhment  at 

Mtmeideaof  the  Siherjibepan  avhalefinbery  GaultoD,  Hermitage  Ba;,  there  are  aiiil  the 

on  a  let;  small  scale ;  thai  a  penon  i>(  the  buildio^  and  machlDery  for  usrrjing  od  an 

Dune  of  McDonald  had  made  a  large  properlj  eitenitiTe  whaling  business.      The  premisea 

hjril;  that  the  bouse  of  NcwmiD  h  (o.  beinit  ste  sitnated  on   au  Island  In  that  beaulifal 

awaic  of  theae   proceediogB,  pnTchaned  the  land-locked  harbour ;  thry  hi>ve  not,  however, 

preniUes  that  had  been  F<:ter  L4>  Meseurier  been  mod  lor  Hime  jears  past. 
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besides  arming  the  Custom  House  officers  with  formidable  power  under 
writs  of  assistance.  The  Yankees  evaded  this  law  hy  lading  their  yessels 
in  the  French  islands  and  purchasing  clearances  signed  with  the  name, 
if  not  in  the  handwriting,  of  the  Governor  of  Anguilla,  who  acted  as 
collector.  Anguilla — a  British  island — was  so  email  as  not  to  aSbrd  a 
cargo  for  a  single  vessel,  yet  the  collectors  in  Kew  England  allowed  all 
vessels  with  these  dearancea  to  pafs  without  inquiry.  Suddenly  this  was 
all  changed ;  a  vessel  putting  into  Bermuda  was  seized  and  scJd,  the 
Governor  getting  oue-third,  the  Colony  one-tbird,  and  the  informer 
one-third  of  the  forfeiture. 

Most  American  writers  admit  that  thia  molaeaes  difficulty  was  one  of 
the  primary  causes  of  the  Revolution.     England  was  absolutely  wiUiin 


From  Bamrtitol't  Bittorf  iif  Cape  Brtlim, 

her  right  in  protecting  her  sugar  islands,  but  AmerlcsDS,  in  their 
ignorant  impatience  of  taxation,  thought  they  had  good  cause  to  be 
angry.  Both  Burke  and  Joeiah  Quincy  declared  these  Acts  were  amongst 
the  causes  which  led  to  separation.  The  result  of  the  Molasses  Act  was 
to  increase  the  direct  trade  between  Newfoundland  and  the  British 
West  Indies,  from  whence  rum,  sugar,  and  molasses  could  be  imported 
free,  and  to  decrease  the  imports  from  New  England. 
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CHAPTER  XIII,  

REIGN   OF  GEORGE  III. 

1760-1810, 

17W.     Captwn  Webb  Qoytram. 

1761. — CaptuD  (afterwards  Lord)  Grarei  Oovemor. 

176B. — St.  JobaV,  Cartmnear,  and  Trinitj  captured  by 
September,  \>j  Oulonel  Amherat ;  battle  <A  Quidi  Vidi. 

17fl8. — War  witb  Spain;  importatiOD  of  fish  from  NewToundlaud  prohibited.  Treair  of 
Paris )  at  I^erre  and  Mlquelon  confinned  to  France  i  all  the  leH  of  North  America  gireo 
op  to  England.     Survey  of  tbe  lalund  bj  Cook.    Iiabrador  re^oiieied  to  Newfoundland. 

1764. — Sir  Hngh  Rilliser  Ooremor.  Collector  of  cnstoma  appointed  in  St.  John's,  Court 
of  Vice- Admiralty,  S^  John's. 

1763.— Rot.  Laurence  Conghlan  introduced  Wesleyanism.  1 


177J. — Rev.  Johli  Jones  first  Congregational  minister  io  St.  John's.  HesTiest  ntonn  ever 
known  in  Newfoandland ;  SOO  persons  drnwned.  Palliser's  Act,  m  Oco.  Ill,;  Commodore 
Duff  iwnea  ProclamatioQ  about  salmon  Asheries  at  Exploits,  Gander  Bay,  &c. 

I77e. — Deolanition  of  Indepeodenoe,  United  States. 

I77T. — Admiral  Montague  fitted  oat  armed  tcbscIs  to  crnise  against  American  privateen. 

1782. — Independence  of  United  States  acknowledged  by  England. 

ITBS.— Treaty  of  Versailles;  French  allowed  to  fleh  from  Cape  John  to  Cape  Itaj^; 
Declaration  of  Kmg  George  III.  that  English  were  not  to  interrupt  French  fisheiy  by  their 
competition. 

17B4.— Eeligioat  tretAma  establiihed  in  the  Colony  1  Dr.  O'Dontl,  first  Boman  Cathdio 
Prefect  AjMstolio,  arrired.  

1786-— Act  96  Geo.  III.  c.  2S;  eoodnaiog  bounty  to  Bank  iflsheiy  fat  ten  years. 
Jnrisdictioh  of  Courts  of  Vice-Admirallr  to  try  fleheiy  casta  (raDsferted  to  Sessions  Coorta. 
Prince  WilUam  Henry  arrived  in  Kewibundiand.  j 
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1 788. — BennudlBo  venelB  fishing  in  Newfoaodlaud. 

ITBS. — French  BeTolation.    Court  of  Commoa  Pleai  entaliUihed  for  th«  Colony. 


1T99. — "  Supreme  Court  of  Jndictinre  of  the  Idlnod  of  Hewfoandland  "  created. 

1793.— Chief  Jnatice  D'Bwes  Coke. 

1791. — Murder  of  Ueut.  Lawrie,  B.N.    France  decUree  yru  agKiast  Uagland. ' 

1795. — Boyal  Newfonndlaod  regunent  embodied)  Commander,  Colonel  Skinner. 

1796. — Freocb  deMroyed  Bay  Bulla,  Enjflaad  and  Spain  at  war.  Dr.  O'Donel  con- 
wonted  ffisbop  of  Thyatira  in  partibtu,  and  Vicar  Apo«t<dic  of  Newfonndluid ;  CrM  Boku 
Catbolie  Bishop. 

1797.— Battle  of  Cape  St.  Vinceot.     Motiny  of  the  Nore. 

1799. — Fint  grammar  school  opened. 

1800. — Mutiny  In  the  gairiBon  at  St.  John's. 

ISOa. — Treaty  of  Amiens,  ngned  by  England,  Fmnce,  Spain,  and  Holland. 

1809. — "  The  Newfbondland  Light  Infantry  "  formed. 

1  SOS.— The  Bnt  Pott  OSoe  eetablished  in  ihe  Colony. 


1807.— The  "  Royal  Oaiette  and  Kevfoundland  Advertiier  "  first  published. 


IBIO. — Proclamation  to  protect  Red  Indians.     Sir  John  Tlu».  Duckworth,  Ooremor. 

1811. — Lieut.  Bochan's  eipedilioD  to  Beolhics.  Waterside  in  St.  John's  cleared  of  ships' 
rooms  i  leased  by  auction  to  the  pablic    Penoiwioo  first  granted  to  erect  permanent  bouses. 

181S.— Second  Ameiiean  war.  Harbour  of  St.  John's  full  of  priies.  Volunteer  force 
reorganised. 

1813.— Capture  of  the  Ckuapealie  bj  H.M.S.  Sheatnon.  8Ir  Bichard  Godwin  Keats, 
Governor.  First  grants  of  land.  Publication  of  Dr.  William  Carson's  pamphlet;  agitation  for 
Colonial  Parliament. 

1814.— tint  Treaty  of  Paris. 

1815. — Second  Treaty  of  Paris ;  last  Treaty  made  between  England  and  France  about  the 
Newfoundland  fishery;  confirms  Treaty  of  Venailles,  1789.  Nomerous  failures  caused  by 
the  peace  and  the  depreciation  of  fish  in  foreign  markets. 

1S16. — St.  dohn's  nearly  destroyed  by  fire ;  cargo  of  provisioDs  sent  in  winter  by 
benerolent  people  of  Boston,  U.S.  Francis  Porbes,  Esq.,  afterwards  Sir  Francis,  Chief 
Justice,  arrived.  First  visit  of  an  Anglican  Bishop  to  Newfoundland.  Dr.  Soallan,  Boman 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Drago  in  partibia,  and  Vicar  Apostolic  of  Newfoundland. 


1818. — Convention  with  the  United  Slates  respecting  the  fisheries.  Admiral  I^ckmore 
fint  resident  Governor,  died  in  St  John's.  Captain  Bowker,  Adminisiratoi.  Sir  C.  Hamilton^ 
Qovemor.  .         .     , 

1819.— Case  of  Batler  and  Lundrigan.     Great  Bie  in  St.  John's^ 
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The  reign   of  our  sovereign   lord   King   George,  "  the  good  King 
Geoi^  "  of  our  forefathers,  is  the  longest  and  most  eventful  in  English 
history.     It  begins  in  an  age  which  appears 
to  us  remote ;  it  ends  in  a  period  in  which 
many  of  us  have  lived,  and  with  which  we 
are  all  familiar. 

It  witnessed  great  disasters  and  great 
Tictoriea — the  loss  of  the  American  colonies, 
the  overthrow  of  France  in  thren  great  wars. 
It  commenced  when  the  British  navy  was 
neither  well  organised  nor  in  uniform ;  it 
ends  with  making  England  the  greatest  ses 
power  the  world  has  ever  seen,  and  the 
British  fleet  a  real  invincible  armada,  whicli 
had  beaten  every  nation  in  fair  fight,  a  fleet 
from  which  Spanish  and  gallant  French 
officers  were  carefully  instructed  by  their 
respective  Govemmente  to  flee  away  on  the  '*™  ""  "'"•"'  ^"-  «<'™»- 
wings  of  the  wind. 

It  begins  with  the  bungling  appliances  of  the  eighteenth  century ; 
it  ends  with  steam,  macadamised  roads,  the  electric  telegraph,  the 
railway,  and  the  steamboat. 

Our  own  history  also  advances  with  this  age  of  prt^ress.  We  pass 
away  from  the  fishing  admirals  into  the  modem  epoch,  with  roada, 
education,  responsible  government,  and  courts  of  justice.  This  later 
Georgian  era  is  the  transition  period  in  our  history  between  the  bad 
old  days  of  tyranny,  corruption,  and  violence,  and  the  dawning  of  the 
brighter  days  of  civilisation  and  progresa 

In  the  first  year  of  this  reign  the  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief 
was  Webb.^  All  the  captains  appointed  on  this  station  were  given  the 
honorary  rank  of  commodore  whilst  in  tliis  commission.  The  new 
Governor  was  active  and  vigilant.  He  captured  a  large  number  of 
French  vessels ;  one  of  these,  the  Tavignor,  realised  at  the  Admiralty 
sale,  by  order  of  Michael  Gill,  Judge  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  the 
handsome  sum  of  £2,570  sterhng  for  three  thousand  five  hundlred 
quintals  of  fish,  the  price  being  fairly  good,  with  a  brisk  demand  in 
the  Mediterranean  markets.     The  French   merchant  navy  was  almost 


guished  himself  Tery  gre«tly  bj^  the  capture      board  the  Antelope,  which  wM  then  preptrtd 
of  a  large  number  df  Frenah  prirateen.     He      to  sail  to  NewfoiuidlaiuL 
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annihilated  by  English  privateers  and  men-of-war.  The  merchant  fleet 
convoyed  from  Newfoundland  in  1761  consisted  of  seventy  pail  of 
vessels,  armed  with  two  hundred  guns,  and  manned  by  six  hundred  and 
eighty  hardy  West  Country  sailors.  They  all  arrived  safely,  and  sold 
their  fish  well. 

Governor  Webb  seems  to  have  given  most  of  his  time  to  capturing' 
stray  French  vessels.  The  civil  business  of  the  Qovemment  was  of 
a  very  petty  character — writing  threatening  letters  to  some  of  the 
merchantn'  debtors,  and  settling  the  tiUes  to  land. 

Nelrman's  land  at  the  foot  of  McBride's  Hill,  Keen's  property  at 
the  foot  of  Freecotfc  Street,  extending  to  Hunter's  Cove  (then  called 
Hudson's  Cove),  the  property  of  Peter  Weston,  Esquire,  J.P.,  at  Ferryland 
(ancestor  of  Sir  F.  B.  T.  Carter,  K.C.M.G.),  and,  amongst  others,  the  titles 
of  the  Qosses  and  Codners  in  Torbay,  were  thus  disposed  of  by  his 
Excellency.  There  is  a  curious  report  about  a  murder  at  St  Pierre, 
then  in  possession  of  the  Grandys  of  Belloram  and  other  English  families, 
which  will  be  found  in  the  chapter  on  the  French  colony  of  St.  Pierre 
and  Miquelon. 

Though  war  was  raging  with  France,  the  Colony  seems  to  have  been 
very  peaceful  and  orderly,  and  fairly  prosperous  up  to  the  end  of  1761. 
Afler  their  numerous  defeats  the  French  were  anxious  for  peace.  To 
secure  favourable  terms,  and  especially  a  share  of  the  fishery,  it  was 
most  desirable  that  they  should  capture  some  English  possession.  Their 
well-served  Intelligence  Department  informed  them  of  the  defenceless 
state  of  St.  John's,  its  neglected  military  condition  and  weakened 
garrison.    On  our  capital,  therefore,  they  made  their  successful  attempt. 

Whilst  England  had  been  spending  millions  of  dollars  on  the 
colonisation  and  defence  of  Nova  Scotia,  St.  John's  was  left  with  less 
than  a  single  company  of  soldiers — sixty-three  men — and  all  the  forts 
in  a  state  of  decay. 

The  French  Qovemment,  in  the  spring  of  1762,  sent  out  four  ships 
of  war,  thirty-two  oflicers,  and  nearly  seven  hundred  troops,  under  the 
command  of  Count  D'Hanssonville.  They  managed  to  elude  the  British 
cruisers  by  sailing  from  Brest  in  a  thick  fog.  Sir  Edwai-d  Hawke 
was  sent  in  pursuit  of  them,  but  tiiey  escaped,  and  the  squadron  under 
Admiral  De  Temay,  with  the  troops  and  transports,  took  Bay  Bulls  on 
the  24th  June,  and  marched  towards  the  capital. 

On  the  27th  they  arrived  before  St.  John's.  Against  such  an  over- 
whelming force  no  resistance  could  bo  made  by  a  handful  of  men  and 
one  English  eloop-of-war — the  Oram/mont,  of  twenty-two  guns.  After 
this  easy  capture,  the  French  genertd  set  to  work  to  repair  the  ruined 
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'fortiilicatioD8  and  erect  fresh  defences  on  Signal  Hill,  where  the  remains 
of  the  old  French  barrackB  are  now  crumbling  into  decay. 

When  the  intelligence  of  the  capture  of  St.  John's,  Carbonear,  and 
Trinity,  and  the  devastation  of  the  trade  and  fishery  reached  England, 
the   English   Ministry   were  loudly  and  universally  blamed  for  their 

■neglect  of  the  great  Chatham's  advice  about  the  defence  of  the  Colony. 


From  a  phoiOQraph  bf  S.  B.  Partmt. 

Preparations  were  at  once  made  on  an  extensive  scale  to  retrieve  their 
negligence.  Fortunately  for  our  Island  the  governorship  of  New- 
foundland had  been  entrusted  to  one  of  the  bravest  and  most  skilful 
naval  officers  of  the  period — the  distinguished  Captain  Graves,  after- 
wards Lord  Graves. 

Captain  Douglas,  R.N.,  of  H.M.S.  Syren,  happened  at  the  time  of  the 
French  invasion  to  be  on  a  cruise  off  Cape  Race.  As  soon  as  he  heard 
of  their  arrival  in  Bay  Bulls  he  pressed  into  the  service  two  English 
merchant  vessels  in  St.  Mary's  Harbour — the  brig  William  and  the 
sloop  Btmetta.  The  master  of  the  Syren,  Peter  Bume,  was  given 
charge  of  the  sloop,  and  a  petty  officer  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  brig, 
tvith  orders  to  cruise  on  the  banks  and  endeavour  to  intercept  Captain 
Graves^  in  H.M.S.  Antelope,  with  the  English  convoy. 

■  ThomaB  Lord  Gravea  entered  the  qbtj  1T44;    vaa   on  the    Monntotitk  in    AoMn't 

U    on   early   s^e,  and   wal    present   at  the  action  off  Finiaterrn,  and  Uavke't.  BCtion  in 

msucficfisful  attack  on  CartbafreDa  in  IT4I.  the  Bay  of  Biscay  in  1747.    He  was  tried  by-' 

tie  vas  a  lieatcnanl  in  the  Jtomnei/  at  the  couTt-martial  in  1151  tor  not  endcavouriDg  to 

UDtoiioug  action  oS'njulon  on  11th  February  discover  whether  ■  French  ahip  he  met  wa* 
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The  WUliam  missed  the  fleet,  and  proceeded  with  her  intelligence  to 
'Halifax,  U.S.  Buine,  however,  met  Graves  at  the  outer  edge  of  the 
Gnind  Bank  with  hi?  large  convoy.  The  Governor  ordered  him  to  land 
a  party  of  marines  at  Ferrylanil,  and  then  to  proceed  at  once  with 
despatches  to  Halifax.  Graves  in  the  meantime  put  the  defences  of 
Placentia  in  order,  and  Captain  Douglas  looked  after  Ferryland. 


Colonel  William  Amherst,^  who  commanded  the  troops,  was  in  New 
York  at  the  time.  He  at  once  proceeded  to  embark  with  part  of  the 
Royal   Americans — a    fine   regiment,   mostly   composed   of   Swiss   and 


a  mao-of-war  or  an  Bast  Indiamao,  and  vat 
reprimaoded.  In  1759  he  was  at  tha  bom- 
bardmeut  of  Havre  de  Grace ;  be  wag  ap- 
pointed to  the  Aftelope  imniediately  on  the 
death  of  Webb,  In  Maj  ITGl.  In  1778  be 
went  with  Bjroa  to  North  America  and  the 
West  lodiex,  and  in  1781  bccBine  comnumdei- 
in-chief  oa  the  North  American  atatiun.  He 
was  UDBDCceaafuI  in  an  action  with  De  Grasse 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Cbesapeake,  for  which  he 
was  mocb  bJamcd.  la  1787  he  wa«  lice- 
sdmiral,  and  next  year  commander-in-chief 
at  Plymouth.  He  became  admiral  in  179-1, 
and  bad  aa  important  sbare  in  Lord  Howe's 
victory ;  fur  hit  gallant  conduct  he  naa  created 
an  Iri^h  peer,  and  received  a  pension.  He 
WM  woanded  in  this  engagement,  so  he 
resigned  hi«  command ;  he  died  in  February 
1802.    i&iEraiai'a  Diet.  1^  Nat.  Biograpki/.) 

'  General  Amherst  was  an  ensign  3rd 
Foot  Guards,  I7S3|  lieutenant  and  captain, 
1767  i  colonel,  17GC;  colonel 32nd  Kegimenl, 


1775;  major-general,  1777;  and  lieutenant- 
general,  1779.  During  his  dislinguished 
career  he  held  the  appointment  of  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Portsmouth,  adjutant-general  at 
head-quarterii,  ami  aide-de-camp  to  the 
King.  He  died  13th  May  17S1.  He  married 
■  Mi^s  fattersoD,  a  celebrated  beauty  at 
George  III. 'a  Court.  The  portrait  of  htm  is 
from  a  painting  by  Sir  J.  Reynolds  at 
Montreal,  Sevenonks,  in  the  possession  of 
the  Biglit  Hon.  Earl  Amherst;  it  is  re- 
produ^-ed  from  a  photograph  by  Mr.  E. 
Esseuhigh  Corke,  Sevcnoaks.  Amherst's  peu 
was  aa  sharp  as  his  aword;  be  telU  D'Hans- 
soniille,  in  aiiBwer  to  bis  gasoonading :  "  If 
any  injury  is  done  to  the  (brt,  he  will  put 
every  man  lo  the  sword."  In  pith  and  point 
the  gullaut  Colonel's  despatches  remind  one 
of  tbe  Duke  of  Wellington's.  General  Am- 
herst's son,  William  Pitt,  who  succeeded  hi* 
uncle  aa  second  Baron,  served  as  Atubassador 
to  China,  and  as  Govertior- General  of  India; 
he  was  ctealed  Earl  Andiersl. 
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Germans;  troops  were  also  deHpatched  from  Louisboarg.^  On  the  llLh 
of  September  the  fleet,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lord  Colville,'  and  the  transports 
with  the  troops,  were  off  the  narrows  of 
St.  John's. 

The  French,  besides  the  strong,  almost 
impregnable  poHition  which  they  occupied 
in  St  John's  with  seven  hundred  soldiers, 
had  a  squadron  consisting  of  the  Robuste 
(74),  L'Eveille  (64),  La  Garonne  (44), 
La  Sicome  (30),  and  a  bomb  ketch.  The 
whole  English  force  was  less  than  seven 
hundred. 

Aoiherst  had  distinguished  himself  at 
Loui-sbourg  and  Quebec,  and  right  gallantly 
he  led  his  troops.  The  French  attempted 
to  stop  his  landing  at  Torbay  but  the 
light  infantry,  under  Captain  McDonnell, 
soon  drove  them  back.  The  English  then 
advanced  rapidly  on  Quidi  Vidi,  where 
there  was  a  sharp  Bght  The  French 
retreated  up  Signal  Hill  with  such  pre- 
cipitation that  they  left  several  prisoners 
in  our  hands. 

Before  daylight  the  next  morning  an 
assault  was   made   on    Signal     Bill;    the 
heroic    McDonnell    actually    passed    the 
sentries,  and  was  not  discovered  by  the  enemy  until  they  saw  him 

'  The  Britiih  trt>op«  were  compo«ed  of  as  c»ptain  of  tlie  Dursieg  gtMeg.    He  dietiD- 

compttuiM  of  the —  giiished  himself  bf  CHptuHng  a  French  Teasel, 

Bojalt.DDiT  theBo7«]SooU(Lotbiaii  and  destrayin^  eight  oChen  off  Geooa.     In 

KegimeDt).  17SS  he  was  aenl  to  North  AniericB ;  and  in 

T7th,  OT  Hootgomerr'a  Highlanden  t  IT57  wan  present  at  the  miBnecesFfnl  attack 

dUhanded  in  1763  [1773?].  on  LouiabouTg,  bj  Admiral  Holhame,  and  at 

78th,  or  Fnupr'B  Highlanders)  di»-  the  lakini;  of  tiie  eame  place  next  jear.    He 

banded  in  1768.  was  left  on  the  stalion  with  temporarj  com- 

Boyal    Americana,  afterwards    60th  modore's  rank  dnrinR  the  winter.    He  serred 

Rifles.  under  Sir  C,  Saunden  in  tbe  eipedittOD  against 

MontfEnmeiy's   was   laiaed  in    1757  by  Qnebeo  in   1TS9.    He  wintered  at   Halifax, 

A.  MoDtgomerjr,  afterwards  Gart  of  Eglintou)  and  wan  engaged  in  IISO  trying  to  intercept 

Fraier*a  by   Sir   Simon   Fraser,  son   of  the  Bupplies  to  the  French  army  then  besiefiitu; 

celebrated  Lord  LoTati  the  Roya]  Scott  is  Quebec.     He  continued   to   serve  in  North 

the  most  ancient  and  one  of  the  most  dii-  Americadaringl761aDd  17SS.     Onretnming 

tinguished  of   the   British  regiments.      The  to  England  after  (he  recapture  of  St.  John's 

French  were  very  mach  afraid  of  these  kilted  m  1763,  be  was  made  R^-Adminl  of  the 

warriors  j  no  better  troops  could  have  been  White.    He    BubeeqnentJy    served    as    com- 

cboaen  for  the  work  ;  they  were  Ihoroughl;  at  man der-io  chief    on    ibe    North    American 

bomcinlhedifficnltcountryaroundQuidi  VIdi.  station.    He  retorned   to   England  in   1766, 

)  Alexander   Lord   Colville,  the   fourth  and  died  in  1770.    (Ca^iosoaL'M  Biogra^ia 

Baron,  served  in  tbe  MediterTaoean  in  1744  NiwalUJ) 
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at  the  top  of  the  hill.  Against  such  determined  hravery  the  French 
could  not  stand.  The  gallant  McDonnell  was  badly  wounded  in  the 
moment  of  victory,'  and  Lieutenant  Scliuyler  of  the  Royal  AmericaoB 
and  about  thirty  men  were  killed.  Under  cover  of  a  thick  fog,  the 
French  admiral  slipped  his  cables,  and  left  the  troops  to  their  fate, 
On  the  20th  the  whole  French  garrison  surrendered. 

The  retaking  of  St.  John's  in  1762  is  represented  as  one  of  the  best 
conducted,  most  splendid,  and  most  important  of  all  the  successes  of  the 
glorious  war  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Havanna  and  Uanilla. 


From  a  draieing  by  Oil.  atin»er  about  ijgs,  S.X.  XSS.,  w,Mt. 

The  fleet  and  the  army  co-operated  with  singular  harmony  and 

both  the  whole  plan  and  the  subordinate  parts  of  the  expedition  were 

conducted  with  consummate  wisdom  and  het'oic  bravery,' 

In  order  to  understand  the  surroundings  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,* 
which  concluded  tlie  war  in  the  next  year,  it  is  necessary  to  explain 
shortly  the  preceding  events. 

■  Captain  McDonnell,  the  hero  of  this  cb&pter  taken  from  ,tbe"OeQtlemaii'»MagB- 

gallant  atlack,  ihou);h  stverely  wounded,  was  line  "  of  October  1762,  kindlj  lent  to  me  by 

Dot  killed  ;  he  finally  recovered  and  returned  Dr.  Pilot. 

to  England.     Daring  his  illness  he  was  moat  *  Tseitt  or  Fakib. 

cuvfully  norjed  bj  Mrs.  Horwood,  of  Quidi  Ar^cle  V.— It  is  agreed  th&l  the  anbiectii 

Vidi.great  grand  mother  of  Mr.  John  Horwood,  „(  Franco  shall  have  the  liberty  of  fishinfr  and 

best  known  amonggC  us  as  "  Protestant  John,  drjinR  fish  on   a   part  of  the  eoast  of  tlie 

of  Qaidi  Vidi."  Island  of  Newfouodland  such  as  is  epecifled 

)  A  very   full  acconnt  of  Ihene  gallant  in  Article  XIII.  of  the  Treaty  of  Utraeht, 

Htious  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  (his  which  article  is  renewed  and  confirmed  by  the 
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When  George  III.  came  to  the  throne  the  Seven  Years'  War  was  still 
in  progress ;  Frederick  the  Great  was  gallantly  fighting  France  and 
Austria^the  alliance  "  dea  troia  cotillons  " — three  petticoats — Maria 
Theresa  Empress  of  Austria,  Madame  de  Pompadour,  and  the  Empress 
of  Russia  The  English  had  beaten  the  French  at  sea,  in  the  East  and 
West  Indies,  and  in  America ;  there  had  been  one  fatal  miscarriage  at 
Minorca,  for  which  Admiral  Byng  was  shot,  according  to  Voltaire, 
"  killing  one  admiral  to  encoura^  tlie  others,"  Pitt,  in  order  to  balance 
the  loss  of  Minorca,  captured  Belle 
Isle  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay. 

Whilst   negotiations   for  peace 

were  being  cairied  on  throughout 

1761,    Pitt     suddenly   found    the 

French   growing   bolder    in    their 

demands ;   they  insisted   that   the 

Spaniards,  as  well  as   themselves, 

should  have  the  right  of  fishing 

in    Newfoundland.      He    declared 

he    would    not    consent    to    this, 

even   if    the    Spajiiartls   captured 

the  Tower  of  London.     Pitt  found 

out  through  his  agents  that  there 

vas     a     secret      treaty     between 

Fiunee   and   Sp;un  —  t!ie    family 

eompavt  —  and     that    Spain   was 

only     awaiting    the     arrival     of 

her     treasure     ships     to     detuara 

war, 

The  genius  of  Cliatham  paw  thraugh  their  desig,nB,  and  to  counteract 

them  lie  resolved  to  immediately  licgin  the  fight  wilh  Spain.     Geoige  III 

opjiosed  him,  his  colleiigues  were  timid,  and  as  he  could  not  carry  out 

what  he  believed  to  be  the  true  policy  for  England,  he  resigned  on   the 

5th  October  1701. 

present  TrfSty  (eiccpt  wbnt   relnlcs   to  ibe  St.  Lawrmce.    And  as  to  whsl  relates  to  the 

Island  of  Ciipe  TIretoit  ns  well  at  to  the.  other  fiflierj-  on   the  const  of  {\iv   Ulaad  of  Cape 

iKlHDds   >nd  coasts  in  the  imiulh  and   iu  the  Itrcton.  ont  of  tdu  tuid  Gulf  the  subietts  of 

GulfSt.I^«THicc),undHt«nri(annieMa]i>-fy  the   most  Christian   Kine  xhall  iiot  be  per- 

eaii(«ntR  to  leiivB  tci  tie  Bubji-ci?  of  the  hk.m  milted   lo  nerciiic  the  ^id  fishery  but  at  a 

Chnftian  Zing  ibc  lihcrt.v  of  fi.ihitip  in  the  distance  of  fifteen  lesfcurs  from  the  eo»8t  of 

Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  on  condition   (bat  the  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton,  and  tbe  fi«herv  oa 

•nbjeets  of  Krani'e  do  not  exercise  the  Mime  the   ei.nKts  of  Kova   f>colia  or  Acadie,  and 

fishery,  but  at  tbe  distance  of  three  leagues  everjwbere  el^e  out  of  tbe  said  Gulf   iball 

from    all    tbe    coasts  belonging    to    (iieat  remain  on  the  foot  of  former  treaties. 
Bntam   as   *«!!  IhOFC  of   (b«  continrnt    as  Article  VI,— The  King  of  Great  Briuin 

Ijiofle  of  tbe  lalanda  situated  in  the  Giilf  of  cedes  the  ItOands  of  St.  Wecre  and  Uiquelon, 
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On  the  2Dd  of  January  1762,  his  feeble  and  corrupt  successor,  Bute, 
had  to  declare  the  very  war  against  Sp»in  which  he  had  foreseen  was 
inevitable.  In  one  short  year  the  unfortunate  Spaniards  saw  their 
armies  beaten  in  Portugal,  Cuba  and  Manilla  torn  from  their  grasp, 
their  coninierce  destroyed,  and  their  fleets  annihilated. 

Both   our  antagonists   were   now   clamorous  for   peace.     Pitt  had 
declared  to  Choiseul,  the  French  minister,  that  he  would  make  no  second 
Treaty  of  Utrecht.     On  the  10th  of  February  1763,  the  Treaty  of  Paris 
was  signed.     It  excited  even  more 
indignation   in   England   than    the 
former  one  of  1713. 

The  great  Chatham,  so  ill  that 
be  had  to  be  allowed  to  sit  in 
the  House,  denounced,  in  one  of 
his  uiost  magnificent  speeclie'^,  the 
terms  of  this  infamous  treaty.  Al- 
most in  the  language  of  prophecy 

he   predicted   what   the   cession   of 

St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  would  be 

to    this    Colony;    he    vehemently 

Attacked  the  surrender  of  the  right 

of  fishery  in  Newfoundland  to  the 

French,     and    the     restoration     of 

Cuba — the     pearl     of     the     West 

Indies — to  the  Spaniards.  ioedbut*.    ■ 

Bute  was  openly  charged  in  the  rrom  oh  engravinn  t*  tiie  B.M. 

House   of  Commons  with  bribery ; 

the  very  sum,  £300,000,  was  named,  that  had  been  paid  to  him  by  the 

French.'     There  can  be  no  other  explanation  of  this  shameless  surrender 

of  territory  actually  in  our  possession. 

The  folly  of  the  English  Ministry  in  ceding  the  fishery  and  St.  Pierre 

and   Miqnelon   to   France  had  nearly  been   eclipsed   by   a   still  more 

in  fnll  right,  to  Hi*  mnet  Chnatian  MBjestf,  with  bribery :— "  Belle  Isle,  Qotee,   Qiuida~ 

to  Krvc  iw  a  iihelter  to  the  French  fisberuion ;  Inape,  St.   Lacia,  Martinique,  The  Fiaher;, 

and  bis  said  most  Chriatian  Majesty  engages  and  tbe  Hivina,  are  glorious  mooan^ntg  ot 

kot  to  fortifj  the  said   Islanda,  to  erect  do  jour   Grace'*   talt'Dts   for    negotiatina,     t/lj 

buiidlDes   upon    them,   hut    merely   for    the  Lord,  we  are  too  nell  acquainted  vilh  four 

convenience  ot  the  fishery,  and  to  keep  upon  pecuDiiry  charaater  to  think  it  possible  that 

them  a  guard  of  llfty   men   only,   for  the  ao  many  pablio  aacrificea  should  have  been 

police.  made  witlioat   some    private    compenaatinn. 

'  Junjaa,  in  faia  celebrated  letter  to  the*  Tour   conduct   carries   vrith    it    an   internal 

Doke  of  Hedford,  does  not  acruple  to  charge  evidence,  beyond  all  the  legal  proofs  of  a 

hia  Qraee,  who  was  one  of  Bute's  eolieaguea.  Court  of  Justice.' 
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outrogeouB  proposition.  A  stroDg  party  in  the  Ministry  were  in  favour 
o£  restoring  Canada  to  France  ;  it  was  mainly  due  to  the  strong  protests 
of  the  American  Colonies,  through  their  most  able  diplomatist,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  that  this  was  prevented. 

The  secret  history  of  the  treaty,  which  is  now  laid  hare,  shows  the 
ministry  in  their  very  worst  light.  They  voluntarily  offered  to  restore 
the  fishing  privileges  ^ven  under  the  Utrecht  Treaty.  In  the  com- 
mencement of  the  negotiations,  France  agreed  to  surrender  Canada, 
provided  she  was  allowed  to  keep  Cape  Breton,  imd  to  eiyoy  the  fishery 
in  the  St.  Lawrence  and  on  the  hanks  and  Island  of  Newfoundland, 
The  fortifications  of  Louisbourg  were  to  be  destroyed,  and  the  harbour 
laid  out  for  common  use. 

The  English  Ministry  flatly  refused  all  concession  of  Cape  Breton, 
Nova  Scotia,  or  Canada.  They  would  give  the  right  of  fishing  in  New- 
foundland, if  the  stiptilations  about  the  dismantling  of  the  French 
fortifications  at  Dunkirk  were  agreed  to.  They  might  have  St.  Pierre 
on  four  conditions : — 

"  1.  Th»t  the  Island  Bhonld  not  be  fortified  or  troopa  bo  Btetioned  there. 

"  2.  That  no  other  Teasels  shonid  be  admitted  there  even  for  shelter ;  that  the 
harbonr  shonid  be  nsed  for  her  own  fishermen  alone.  [This  was  meant 
to  keep  ont  Basques  and  to  prevent  smuggling ;  an  utterly  unworkable 
condition.] 

"  3.  That  the  possession  of  St.  Pierre  should  not  be  deemed  to  extend  in  any 
way  the  stipnUtioos  of  the  Treaty  of  .Utreoht :  that  is  to  say — 

"  A  loco  Cap  Bonavista  non  cnpato,  asqne  ad  extremitatem  ejuodem 
insulsB  septentrionalem,  iodique  at  latns  oooidentale  recnrrendo  nsqae 
ad  loonm  Pointe  Rtche  appellatum." 

"  From  the  place  called  Cape  Bonavista  to  the  northern  extremity  of 
the  said  Island  and  thence  running  westerly  to  the  place  denominated 
Point  Bicbe." 

"  i.  That  an  English  Commissary  should  he  nllowed  to  reside  at  St.  Pierre, 
and  the  Commander  of  the  British  Man  of  War  on  the  Newfoundland 
station  should  have  liberty  to  visit  the  Island  and  see  that  these  four 
conditions  were  complied  with," 

The  French  were  dissatisfied.  They  did  not  want  St.  Pierre.  They 
said  it  was  too  small,  that  it  was  so  near  Placentia,  that  it  would  not 
serve  aa  a  shelter,  and  that  it  would  create  disputes  between  the  two 
nations.  They  would  prefer  Prince  E^lward  Island  or  Cape  Breton; 
finally  they  c^reed  to  accept  Canseau. 

The  British  Ministry  would  not  consent  to  give  up  Canseau.  Of 
course  New  England  and  Nova  Scotia  had  strong  influence,  and  they 
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did  aU  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  French  getting  any  settlement  on 
the  continent,  finally,  when  the  English  Ministry  threw  in  Miquelon, 
they  then  accepted  the  terms  offered. 

The  French  agreed  to  keep  up  no  military  establishment,  only  a 
gaard  of  fifty  men  to  support  pohce  regulations,  and  that  aa  much  aa 
poambte  vnth  aq  tueak  a  force  they  wovid  prevent  ail  foreign  veaaela 
from  sheltering  aa  required. 

How  childlike  and  bland  were  these  French  diplomatists.  By  the 
light  of  the  present  day,  when  St.  Pierre  is  the  common  resort  of  all 
the  smugglers  in  North  America,  and  when  vn  no  consideration  will 
France  allow  England  to  have  a  consul  in  their  Colony,  this  paragraph 
reads  very  humoronsly. 

The  French  agreed  that  their  fishery  in  Newfoundland  should  be 
regulated  by  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of'  Utrecht ;  they  made  no 
objections  whatever  to  the  residence  of  the  commissary. 

As  usual,  the  whole  commercial  world  of  England  was  opposed  to 
any  concession  of  the  Newfoundland  fishety  to  France.  The  commerce 
of  England  had  suffered  -  very  much  from  the  French  navy  and  the 
privateers  of  Dunkirk.  They  knew  that  the  fishery  was  a  great  source 
of  wealth  to  their  enemy,  and  the  chief  nursery  for  her  seamen  j  on 
strong  national,  as  well  as  commercial  grounds,  they  sternly  opposed 
the  concession.  The  Common  Council  of  London,  as  representing  the 
whole  mercantile  interest  of  Great  Britain,  transmitted  to  the  House  of 
Commons  peremptory  instructions  to  the  city  membera  The  New- 
foundland fishery,  it  was  said,  was  worth  more  than  all  Canada.  They 
declared  "  that  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  fishing  in  the  American 
seas  should  be  reserved  to  the  subjects  of  the  British  Crown."  All 
the  ablest  and  most  patriotic  Englishmen  of  the  day  were  opposed  to 
the  fisheiy  clauses  of  the  treaty ;  the  pamphlets  and  periodicals  of  the 
time  are  full  of  denunciations  of  Bute.  The  hterature  on  the  subject 
is  fuller  and  far  more  fierce  than  the  famous  opposition  to  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht ;  Hie  scurrilous  Wilkes,  and  the  unscrupulous  Churchill, 
abused  and  caricatured  the  authors  of  the  treaty  in  every  mood  and 
tense  of  objurgation. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  attacks  and  all  the  inteUigent  opposition, 
the  treaty  was  carried  by  the  immense  mf^ority  of  three  hundred  and 
nineteen  agtunst  sixty-five  in  the  corrupt  House  of  Commons.  All 
Pitt's  splendid  eloquence  was  wasted  on  members  that  were  bribed  and 
bought  by  tiie  ministry.  Chatham  stud,  in  his  great  philippic  against 
hoti  Bute,  that  England's  exclusive  right  to  the  fishery  and  to  the 
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pofisesaioQ  of  St,  Pierre  and  Miquelon  was  an  object  worthy  to  be 
contested  by  the  extremity  of  war. 

Under  the  governorship  of  Lord  Rodney,  1749,  begin  a  series  of 
records  preserved  in  the  Colonial  Secretary's  OflSce.  Through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Hon.  Robert  Bond,  I  have  been  allowed  to  peruse 
them ;  they  make  reference  to  other  record  books,  which  are  either 
mislaid  or  were  removed  to  England,  or  destroyed  in  the  French 
invasion.  They  are  not  quite  complete,  but  for  the  period  over  which 
they  extend  are  an  excellent  guide  to  our  local  history. 

Amongst  the  names  in  these  books,  distinguished  amcoigst  many 
celebrities,  is  that  of  Thomas  Graves,  B.N„  Captain  of  H.U.S.  Antelope. 
One  cannot  peruse  these  musty  old  papers  without  forming  pictures  in 
the  mind's  eye  of  the  various 
worthies  whose  acta  are  recorded 
in  these  gubernatorial  diariea  I 
must  confess  to  a  strange  liking 
for  this  worthy  hero ;  as  I  read 
his  crabbed  old  writing  I  fancy 
him  presiding  with  dignity  in  the 
plocentia  court  lionse,  then  held  in 
A  dingy  xoom  in  Thomtvs  Kennedy's 
house. 

The  cool,  methodical  way  in 
which  he  sets  to  work  to  defend 
the  Colony,  his  admirable  arrange- 
ments, his  lucid  judgments,  hia 
entire  freedom  from  the  higotiy  of 
the  age,  mark  the  high  qnalities  of 
LORD  QBiiM.  one  who,  in  an  age  of  naval  heroes, 

From  an  «,eraving  qfler  jforihrou.  ^^  distinguished  for  his  undauntcd 

courage  And  -^ill.  His  fight  with 
the  French  admiral  lai^ely  contributed  to  Lord  Howe's  victory  on  the 
memorable  first  of  June  1794.  Tliis  terrible  duel  is  one  of  the  most 
Stirling  passages  in  English  naval  history.  For  his  gall^try  he  was 
created  Lord  Graves. 

Both  before  and  after  the  peace  he  had  difficult  and  arduous  work, 
settling  claims  arising  out  of  the  wjir — restoring  property  plundered 
from  the  inhabitants.  Many  had  taken  advantage  of  the  war  to  rob 
their  merchants ;  Oraves  dispos&d  of  all  these  various  questions 
promptly  and  fairly.  I  gather  from  these  records  that  whilst  the  French 
held  St.  John's  from  the  27th  of   June  until  the, 20th  of  September 
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following,  the  English  remained  in  poasession  of  the  other  fortified 
places.  Carbcmear  Island,  however,  for  the  only  time  in  our  history^ 
waa  captured  and  the  fortifications  destroyed.  Placentia,  Fertyland, 
Carbonear,  and  Bay  Bulls  were  peaceably  occupied  by  part  of  Colonel 
Amherst's  forcea  Mr.  Nathaniel  Bi-ooka  of  Bay  Bulls,  Mr.  Robert 
Carter  of  Ferrylond,  and  Mr.  Charles  Garland,  the  Harbour  Grace 
magistrate,  furnished  supplies  to  Carbonaar,  Ferryland,  and  Bay  Bulls. 
These  fine  old  merchants  not  only  supplied  the  garrisons,  but  were  most 
euei^tic  in  getting  men,  providing  boatfl,  and  fitting  out  small  vessels 
to  aid  in  the  defence  o£  the  Colony. 

Besides  tha  St-  John's  records,  books  were  kept  at  Placentia,  Ferry- 
land,  Harbour  Grace,  Sec,  containing  the  judgments  of  the  surrogate 
courts.  The  most  amusing  are  the  papers  from  Placentia,  under 
Robert  Edgecumbe  and  Haddock,  justices  of  the  peace,  Their  worships 
were  nob  contented  with  administering  the  law  after  an  erratio  fashion 
of  their  own,  taxatioa  even  did  not  satisfy  their  lust  for  power — they 
determined  the  prices  at  which  goods  should  be  sold  to  the  fishermen. 
In  these  i^ecords  is  a  copy  of  an  agreement  made  by  their  orders  between 
Simon  Honeybum,  on  behalf  of  William  Turner,  Little  Placentia,  and 
his  planters ; — 

"  Bread  and  flour  at  30/-  per  owt.  except  when  bongbt  in  Little  Flaoentia  then 
to  be  22/-.  Fork  £3. 10/.  per  brl,  Spanish  Salt  Id/-  per  hhd.,  So^p  and  Candles  Sd. 
per  lb..  Rom  4/6  per  gall.,  boots  25/-  per  pair,  Leatber  3/.  per  lb.,  Powder  8/-  per 
lb,.  Tobacco  M.  per  lb.,  Molaases  */-  per  gall,  15%  to  b«  allowed  on  all  slope 
supplied  to  their  men ;  one-third  of  balance  to  be  paid  in  Bills  of  Exchange. 
Little  Placentia  8th  Oct.  1761." 

After  settling  the  prices  the  court  further  ordered  that  no  fisherman 
was  to  deliver  his  fish  to  the  supplying  merchant  until  he  received  his 
winter's  supplies. 

Honeybum  was  evidently  litigious  and  obstinate ;  he  figures  largely 
in  the  courts.  He  had  a  dispute  with  a  spirited  Irishman  named 
Lawrence  Reilly,  who  had  struck  him.  Reilly  charged  Honeybum  with 
keeping  his  wages  back  and  charging  him  twenty-four  shillings  for 
neglect  of  duty.  The  magistrates  ordered  Reilly  to  ask  Honeybum's 
pardon  before  the  public  court ;  he  refused  in  a  very  emphatic  manner, 
whereupon  he  waa  sentenced  "  to  be  confined  for  twenty-four  hours  in 
the  black  hole  of  the  guard-bouse,"  William  Collins  was  charged  by  John 
Green,  bis  servant,  with  having  beaten  and  turned  him  away ;  Collins 
was  ordered  to  pay  his  servant's  passage  home  "  in  order  that  the  place 
may  not  be  troubled  with  vagabonds."  Collins  evidently  had  the  ear 
of  the  court.  The  reign  of  these  burlesque  justices  came  to  an  untimely 
end   ill  1764.     They  were  summarily  dismissed  by  Sir  Hugh  Palliser 
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with  a  atinging  reprimand,  aod  Jervis  Qrossard,  Richard  Braithwute, 
aod  William  Bennett  reigned  in  their  stead. 

In  1762  the  first  custom  house  came  into  exbtence,  and  the  first 
collector,  Mr.  Hamilton,  was  appointed  ;  he  was  under  the  control  of  the 
department  in  Boston,  Mass.,  then  the  capital  of  the  British  North 
American  Colonies.  The  We-st  Country  merchants  were  so  reluctant  to 
pay  him  any  foes  that,  after  trying  to  live  there  for  one  season,  he 
threw  up  the  post  in  disgust.  He  was  succeeded  the  next  year  by  a 
Scotchman,  Alexander  Dunn,  who  appears  to  have  been  made  of  sterner 
stuff;  either  his  ominous  name,  steady  perseverance,  or  better  defined 
legal  rights,  enabled  him  to  get  in  the  fees. 

In  1763  the  survey  of  the  Island  was  commenced  by  the  immortal 
navigator,  Cook.     He  had  been  employed  as  master  in  the  navy  at  the 
siege  of  Louisbourg ;  with  great  gallantry,  in  face  of  the  enemy's  shot 
and  shell,  he    had  sounded    and    surveyed 
the    St,    Lawrence,    and    piloted    the    fleet 
in  Wolfe's  last  fight.     Cook  was   master   of 
the     l^orthv/mherla'nd     in     Lord     Colville's 
squadron  in  1762,  and  had  also  been  in  New- 
foundland under  Governor  Graves.     He  re- 
turned in  1704  with  Sir  Ht^h  Palliser,  who 
highly  appreciated  his  scientific  ability  and 
sterling  quaHties.    Cook  was  engaged  in  the 
arduous  work  of   surveying  for  four  years, 

"O*'!  1767.  ^„  „  »ngravi^  hf^ogt. 

His   account   of  an   ecli|>se    of  the  sun, 
seen  at  Burgeo,  was  published  in  the  *'  Philosophical  Transactions,"  and 
added  greatly  to  his  reputation  as  a  skilled  scientist ;  at  Burgeo  Islands, 
and  several  other  places  on  the  Newfoundland  coast,  his  survey  marks 
are  still  pointed  out. 

The  great  navigator,  unlike  his  superior  oflScer,  Pairser,  took  a  most 
hopeful  view,  both  of  the  resources  and  the  future  of  Newfoundland. 
He  told  his  friends  of  the  great  mineral  wealth  of  the  Island,  especially 
of  the  supply  of  coal ;  on  what  grounds  he  based  this  latter  statement 
we  are  not  informed  ;  however,  he  declared  that  he  had  personally  seen 
the  coal,  probably  on  the  west  coast,  where  it  has  been  long  known  to 
exist. 

To   this  day  Cook's  chart  of  our  island   is   noted   for  its   minute  - 
accuracy ;  it  shows  the  indomitable  perseverance  and  geniua  of  the  man 


:dt>vGoogle 


COOK'S  MAP.  817 

who,  from  the  very  lowest  origin,  a  poor  cabin  boy,  solely  by  bis  own 
ezeriions,  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  Navy,  and  the  highest 


position  in  bis  age  as  a  navigator,  nautical  astronomer,  imd  scientific 
'Observer, 

*  For  convenience   of  reproduction  tbe  Hollaad  has  been  used.  Tbis  nap  ihows  what 

ranall  copy  of  Cook's  map  given  bj  Major  vaa  knowoof  theiDleriorpiioTto  IBOO. 
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In  1764  Admiral  Oravefl  was  sncceeded  by  Sir  Hugh  Palliser/  who 
was  afterwards  brought  into  notoriety  by  his  charge  against  Admiral 
Keppel,  and  the  subsequent  court-martials  held  upon  both  accusi^r  and 
accused.  Public  feeling  was  undoubtedly  in  favour  of  the  gallant  Keppel, 
and  deservedly  so. 

One  of  the  first  duties  of  the  new  Qovemor  was  in  connexion  with 
the  treaty  of  the  previous  year.  He  was  instructed  by  the  home 
govemmeut  to  issue  the  following  proclamation.  It  begins  with  reciting 
the  Treaty  of  Utreclit,  enjoining  : — 

"  1.  That  there  should  be  no  distinction  or  interruption  gireu  to  Uie  BabjentB 
of  France  in  injoyment  of  tbe  Fisherf  allowed  them  bj  the  BtipalationB 
of  the  Treaties. 

"2.  The  Harbor  Admirals  and  all  officers  were  to  take  care  that  the  said 
enbjects  of  France  bo  permitted  and  allowed  in  common  with  the  king's 
snbjects  to  ohoo«e  their  stations  daring  the  Fiahei;  seaBOU  according  as 
they  shall  respeotivelf  arrive  in  the  Harbors,  and  occupy  such  a  space  of 
Seach  as  shall  be  proportioned  to  their  namber  of  boats,  as  long  ob  the 
said  snbjectfl  of  France  shall  be  aotaally  employed  in  fishing  and  drying 
of  fish.  In  case  of  dispnte  thn  Captains  of  H.U.'s  ships  and  Harbor 
Admirals  were  to  proceed  with  the  strictest  justice  and  report  tbeir 
proceedings;  the  subject  matter  to  be  taken  in  writing  and  transmitted 
by  the  admirals  daly  authenticated  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  or  to  the 
Governor,  to  be  confirmed  or  annulled  as  jnsuce  may  require. 

"  S.  The  officers  were  not  upon  any  pretence  whatever  to  interfere  in  diBpntes 
whioh  might  arise  between  French  subjects. 

"4.  The  French  were  not  to  be  disturbed  in  their  persons,  properties  and 
efiecU,  carrying  or  fishing  within  the  limits  aforesaid  according  to  the 
treaties. 


'  Palliner  was  bom  in  Torkehire  in  I7SS  ;  presented  tntoy  memoriali  ngainat  him,  bnt 

he  was  sent  at  nn  early  age  to  le*,  under  Ihe  he    was    fully    Bupponed     br    the    EDgliih 

care  of  a  relaiioo;  becaiue  a   liecteoHnt  in  minititrj.     In  177U  hewai  Controller  of  the 

1744,  and  wag  at  Ibc   action  oft   Toulon  in  Navy,  and  1773  *as  created  a  buronel.    In 

1744.      Be   comoianded    the   Wemlt    sloop  I7'4  he  TtpnueuteA  Scarboruugh  in  Parlia- 

in  1 74B,  and  vas  promoted  for  capluring  four  meal;  and  in   I77S  received  his  flag.      In 

French  privaleera  off  Beachy  Bend.     He  «ai  1T7S  he  wa«  lieutenanl-geaeral  of  marines; 

wounded  by  an  accidental  diKcharge  of  fire-  and  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue  in  1778.    The 

Bring  at   Dominii-a,  and  became   ever  after  difpute  between   Keppel  and  Palliser  (who 

lame  in  the  left  leg,  having  a  perpetual  and  bad  been  p«at  personal  friends),  owiug  (« 

eotaeliiue*  very  excruciating  pain  i  this  wound  the  iadecJEive  action  of  the  S7th  July  17T8, 

eventually  caused  his  deaih.     While  serving  teas    connected    partly   with   diflerPDcea    of 

in  Scotland  he  made  many  enemiex,  and  being  opinion    on    the    political    aspect     of     Um 

enticed  on  ihore,  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  American  war.    During  the  ereuts  sueoeed- 

in  the  Tolbooth  for  some  days,  until  he  was  isg  the  caDrtmartial  whioh  he  demanded  on 

released  by  the  Lords  of  Session.    He  went  Keppel  and  himself,  he  resigned  his  appoint- 

with  Keppel  to  Virginia  in  1735.    By  taking  menls,  but  was  subsequently  made  Governor 

I   southerly   course    bis  men    arrived  of  Greenwich  Hospital.      He  again  entered 

*   '    "'        '  ile    Eeppel's    were    stl  Parliament,  aod   sat  for  Huntingdon.      He 

t  the  capture  of  Quebec  died  Admiral  of  the  White  b   1736.    There 

in  1759 ;  be  arrived  too  late  to  take  part  in  is  a  taonumeoi  to  him  in  Cfaalfont  St.  Giles 

tha  recapture  of  SL   John's  in   1762.     On  Cborch,  Backs,  where  he  was  Interred.     His 

account  of  his  spirited  policy  while  Governor  life  was   written  by  R.   M.   Hunt  in   1844. 

of   Newfouodlaud,   the  French    ambassador  (Csahkock's  Biograpkia  AaDo/is.) 
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6.  His  AfigMty  liRring  been  mformed  that  boftta  left  in  the  harhora  th«  winter 
before  by  the  French  wero  burnt  or  deatrojed ;    H.Itl.'s  aabjecta  ue 
enjoinod  to  deejet  from  snch  practices. 
-     "  6.  These  Boles  to  be  put  Dp  in  some  conspicaona  place  in  every  harbor." 

Palliser  has  been  highly  praised  in  our  histories  ;  in  some  respects 
he  is  entitled  to  our  gratitude ;  the  bounty  for  the  fishery  in  the  Act 
15  Geo.  IIL  cap.  xxxi. — Palliser'n  Act — is  undoubtedly  due  to  his 
exertions.  He  defined  the  French  rights  under  the  Treaty  of  Paris 
hoaestly  and  clearly.  According  to  his  Ughts,  he  was  an  excellent 
Governor — in  labours  incessant,  the  very  spirit  of  unrest,  remarkably 
clear-headed,  hut  very  dictatorial. 

The  Governor  had  only  one  great  fault- — beyond  his  own  circnm- 
scribed  vision  he  cotild  see  no  horizon ;  he  had  no  faith,  no  hope,  no 
future  for  the  Colony ;  the  one 
narrow  insular  idea  of  the  age 
pervaded  his  official  mind,  that  it 
should  be  a  fishing  colony,  used  for 
one  great  purpose  only  in  his  eyes, 
■upplying  men  for  the  Navy.  With 
(his  aim  every  other  consideration, 
every  attempt  to  promote  settle- 
ment, cultivation,  and  civilisation, 
must  be  ruthlessly  swept  aside. 
On  all  who  opposed  his  views  lie 
poured  out  the  vials  of  his  wrath. 
He  could  see  clearly  enough  that 
settlement  could  not  be  prevented, 
so  he  abused  the  Colony  and  the 
colonist.     No  ruler  since  the  days 

of  Charles  U.  hated    the   country  "'"  "■  i'*'-'-""'- 

he  was  set  over  more  bitterly  than  ^™  ""  "o"^-'  »»  o™- 

Sir  Hugh  Palliser. 

The  statement  that  he  gave  the  servant  by  this  Act  a  first  claim  on 
the  fish  fnr  his  wages,  is  altc^ther  erroneous.  It  was  an  ancient  custom 
of  the  fishery,  proved  over  and  over  a^n;  it  is  really  founded  on 
the  principle  of  lien,  which  dates  back  to  the  very  foundation  of 
English  law. 

Much  of  PoUiser's  usefulness  as  a  Governor  was  undoubtedly  due  to 
his  able  secretary,  Jna  Horsenaill,  whose  beautiful  writing  and  well- 
expressed  letters  are  contained  in  our  records  during  four  years. 
Horsenaill   must   have  been  either   an    original   genius,   or  else   have 
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been  well  trained ;  eH  the  documenta  in  his  writing  are  distinguiflhed  for 
precision,  clearness,  and  conciseness. 

The  Treaty  of  Paris,  which  Palliser  was  to  pat  in  force,  extinguished 
the  last  hopes  of  the  Basques  to  participate  in  the  Newfoundland 
fishery;  by  Article  XVHI.  Spain  "for  ever  relinquished  all  claims  and 
pretensions  to  a  right  of  fishing  on  the  Island."  In  the  brief  war  of 
1763  the  Spaniards  had  procured  from  His  Holiness  full  liberty  to  eat 
meat  instead  of  Newfoundland  fish ;  the  order,  however,  seems  to  have 
had  small  effect,  the  export  of  our  staple  commodity  for  that  year  being 
as  large  as  in  former  years.  Dried  cod  is  one  of  the  most  convenient, 
portable,  and,  when  nicely  cooked,  one  of  the  most  succulent  articles  of 
food  for  a  warm  country ;  it  always  has  been,  and  always  will  be,  a 
favourite  dish  in  Spain,  Italy,  Portugal,  Brazil,  and  the  West  Indies.  In 
1765  an  ingenious  attempt  was  made  to  get  over  the  English  law  by 
sending  out  Basque  vessels  with  English  names,  such  as  the  BUbao 
MerohaiU,  with  an  English  master  and  an  Anglo-Spanish  crew.  The 
Governor  allowed  them  to  proceed  to  the  banks. 

Palliser's  interpretation  of  the  treaties  is  very  clear  and  distinct. 
Whilst  it  was  a  concurrent  fishery  between  the  two  nations,  the  control 
and  regulation  remained  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  English  authorities. 
Great  Britain,  owning  the  territory  and  being  the  sovereign  power,  alone 
had  authority  to  exercise  coercive  jurisdiction ;  under  no  circumstances 
were  the  French  allowed  to  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands. 

PaUiser  had  no  scruple  or  hesitation  in  vigorously  enforcing  the 
English  view  of  the  treaty.'     Some  Frenchmen  captured  a  whale  at 

(ezclDrive  of  the  proTimoDs,  oecessariM,  ud 
fishing  niensile  for  the  vojage)  merchandiio 

"  Wliereiis  by  the  proceedingg  h»d  be-  prohibited   in   this   countrj-,  and  which   waa 

fore  the  laifK  of  the  Vice-Admmlt;  Court  offered  hh  above  for  sale  b^  the  eaid  Colenet, 

here    relating  to    a   French    snow,    named  thongh  the  «wd  merchandiie  ii  pretended  to 

Le  Monlaraa,  of  Sablet  lyOIonne,  arreBled  "^  consigned  lo  Sonth  Amerioa. 

ftr  being  eniptojed  on  a  trading  voynge  opon  "  It  also  appears  by  a  written  agreement 

that  part  of  the  coast  of  Newfoundland  where  between  the  uid  Colenet  and  the  owoera  of 

by  treaties  the  French   are  allowed  to  fish  the  said  snow  (which  writing  the  said  Colenet 

I^t  not  to  trade,  it  appean  by  eTldence  on  aoknowledged  to  be  his  hand),  that  he  in« 

oath,  at  follows  :  authorised  by  them  to  trade  on  the  coast  of 

"  That  BO  roon  as  the  said  (DOw  arriycd  Newfoundland  on  their  account,  for  fish  and 

on  the  coast,  which  was  not  litl  the  13th  July,  other  merchandize. 

the  penon  named  Andrew  Colenet,  who  has  "  After  duly  considering  all  the  onota 

charge  of  the  cargo  "d  the  management  of  and  circuraatancei   attending  this  case    «od 

the  voyage,  went  on  shore  at  Engelie,  and  finding  that  this  vessel  was  actually  employed 

offered   to    sell    to    the   inhabitaots   sundry  trading  as  weU  as  on  a  fishing  vovwre  I  bare 

nerchaodiie  (prohibited  in  this  country)  for  examined  the  several  laws  relating  w  the  trade 

fish,  and  this  ism  this  part  owned  by    .     .     .  of  His  Majesty's  plantations,  and  considered 

.    .     .    .the  said  Coleuet,  on  his  eiamina-  the    treaties     suUisting    between    the    two 

tiOD,  pleading  in  excuse  (hat  he  did  not  know  Crowns,  and  find  that  by  the  seyeral  laws  no 

i[  was  contrsiy  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  foreign   ship  or  vessel  can  c 

"  It  also   appears  by  the  ship's  papers  whatever, 

and  the  examinations  tlwt  she  had  aboard  lo,from,a 
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Great  Orange  Harbour,  but  it  was  taken  from  them  and  sold.  Others  who 
remained  behind  after  the  20th  of  September  to  cut  wood  and  build 
boat3,  were  seized  and  sent  to  France.  His  ships  captured  English  and 
American  smu^lers  in  St.  Peter's  Roads,  confiscated  their  ves^la  and 
cargoes,  and  banished  them.  He  made  one  Frenchman,  who  had  put  a 
deck  on  his  fishing  boat,  take  it  out ;  and  another,  who  had  built  a  small 
vessel,  was  compelled  to  pull  her  to  pieces.  Frenchmen  and  their  vessels 
caught  on  the  Newfoundland  shore  were  promptly  seized,  the  ship 
confiscated,  and  the  owners  landed  at  St.  Pierre,  On  the  other  hand, 
English  subjects  who  improperly  interfered  with  Frenchmen  were  dealt 
with  severely. 

John  Duueen,  evidently  an  Irishman,  had  opposed  Forterie,  a  French- 
man, in  the  possession  of  a  room  at  Grjat  St  Julien'a  The  Frenchman's 
vessel  having  been  the  first  to  arrive,  he  was  therefore  entitled  to  first 
choice  of  fishing  places.  Duneen  and  all  concerned  were  to  be  arrested 
and  brought  before  the  Governor,  then  to  be  put  on  board  a  man-of-war 
and  sent  home,  and  if  they  ever  raturned  to  Newfoundland  they  were 
to  be  arrested  c^in,  whipped,  and  banished.  I  think  the  bold  Duneen 
waa  never  caught,  and  this  cruel  aentenoe  was  only  so  much  brntum 
fvlmen. 

In  the  time  of  the  vigorous  Sir  Hugh  there  was  no  truckling  to 
France ;  an  English  naval  officer  had  no  fear  then  of  ofTending  a  Gallic 
admiral.  We  have  a  description,  in  1762,  of  the  treaty  and  its 
interpretation  from  a  popular  French  point  of  view  in  a  pamphlet 
freely  circulated  from  Paris,  and  copied  into  the  "  Scots  Magazine "  of 
December  of  that  year,  when  the  tenna  of  peace  were  known: — 

"  When  we  considor  the  vila  conceesians  made  of  onr  territoriee,  righto  and 
possessions,  which  shall  we  moat  wonder  atr^lhe  ambition  and  arrogaoce  o(  the 
British  mioistrj,  or  the  pouillanimity,  or  perhaps  open  treachery,  of  oar  own.  Let 
OB  Ltegiawith  what  relates  to  the  very  valuable  fishery  in  the  North  American 
Kas.  In  the  first  place,  theo,  wo  have  given  up  I^le  Boyale,  or  C:ipe  Breton,  Ut 
regain  which,  at  the  last  peace,  we  relinquished  all  Flanders  and  every  conquest  in 
Europe. 

"In  the  nest  place,  we  have  abandoned  all  the  most  valuable  coBBts  from 
whence  the  dry  ood  was  aaaally  got. 

"By  the  second  article  of  the  Preliminaries,  France  cedes  to  Great  Britain, 
besides  Cape  Breton,  all  the  other  Islands  in  the  Gntf  and  River  of  St  Lawrence 
withont  reetriotion ;  and  by  the  third  article  we  are  excluded  from  fishing  within 
three  lei^uos  of  any  of  their  coasts.  The  oonaeqnences  of  these  cessions  ar* 
obvious.  Wo  have  nothing  left  us  but  a  ^6cafriou»  right,  subject  to  cavil  and 
insnlt,  to  the  'morae  veiie,'  [literally  green  fish],  a  commodity  not  marketable  in 

bat  lij  ihe  treaiies  the  (ubjects  nf  France  are  whilal  they  employ  ihemBelvts  in  the  business 

illored  to  retort  lo  u  certain  pan  of  the  coiisC  of  fishing  only,  they  are  under  Hit  Majeatu'i 

of  Newfouodlaud  to  fink,  aud  to  Isnd  aud  dry  protection  from  any  mo1«<ta^OD  or  hiudcenoe 

their  fish  during  the  fishing  aeasoa )  therefore,  Iheroia." 


ivGooole 


323  REIGN  OF  QEOROE  III. 

P(»tegkl,  Spain  or  ttalj,  but  onlj  fit  for  our  own  bmae  oonaumpticm.  Etof  Binoe 
the  bapp7  Trmtj  of  Utrecht  France  hu  wajojed  great  advantages  in  the  dry 
ood  fiFheiy.  At  the  breaking  out  of  this  war  we  had  in  the  Bay  of  Fnndj,  in 
Acadie,  in  Gape  Breton,  in  St.  John's  [F.,8.  Island],  Great  Ga«p^,  aud  Other  places 
in  the  Qnlf,  above  16.000  fiaheniten,  who  carried  on  most  ■oeoeesfullj  in  ahoal 
vatar  the  pSoh«  tedeniaire — [shore  fishery]-  Vow  all  this  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
British  ;  all  oar  settlementa  are  unpeopled.  From  the  single  island  of  St.  John's 
[F.  E.  L]  Admiral  Boscawen  remored  6,000  inhabitants.  '  What,  then,  is  left  to 
Franoe  t  Nothing  bat  the  North  coast  fh>ni  Oape  Biche  to  Cape  Bonarista,  with 
liberty  to  land  and  erect  ttAgea  for  a  short  eeason,  so  that  we  most  carry  and 
recarry  both  onr  fish  and  fishermen ;  whilst  the  British  settled  on  the  spot,  and 
aarTying  on  the  pScka  aadentairt,  will  forestall  ns  and  undersell  na  in  erery  market 
In  the  Mediterranean.  Uiqnelon  and  St.  Peters,  two  barren  rocks  indeed,  are  to 
be  ours  yet;  even  for  them  we  have  pledged  the  Boyal  Word,  engeging  not  to 
erect  )n  them  any  fortifications,  so  that  eren  they,  with  their  guard  of  fifty  men 
for  the  police,  will  always  tie  at  the  mercy  of  the  British." 


Fnm  am  ^oraeiiig  t/ter  a  draitiHg  if  Carttiiright. 

Palliser's  interpretation  admits  of  no  doubt  It  was  held  to  be  a 
concurrent  fishery  in  which  all  disputes  were  to  be  decided  by  English 
authorities  alone.  It  only  included  a  cod  fishery,  and  gave  no  right 
whatever  to  the  French  to  catch  salmon,  to  trade  or  traffic ;  they  were 
only  to  fish  for  codfish,  and  dry  them  on  land;  they  were  not  even 
permitted  to  cut  apars  or  to  build  boats. 

This  same  treaty  is  still  in  operation  ;  it  controls  to-day  the  French 
fishery  on  the  treaty  shore  of  Newfoundland.     Beyond  the  alteration  of 
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:coa8t-lme  from  Cape  St.  John  to  Cape  Bay,  in  place  of  Bohavista  and 
Point  Riche,and  the  declaration  ef  King  George  in  1783  that  the  Engliah 
should  not  interrupt  the  French  by  their  corapetitioD,  this  old  inter- 
national difficulty  stands  precisely  on  the  same  ground  as  it  did  in 
1763. 

The  Governor  was  directed  by  the  authorities  at  home  to  give  bis 
special  attention  to  the  prevention  of  smuggling..  In  1764,  the  Act  had 
been  passed  which  caused  auch  dis- 
turbance in  New  England ;  it  armed 
the  Custom  House  authorities  with 
new  powers  of  seizure,  arrest,  Sic, 
and  directly  gave  a  bounty  to  (he 
Governor  and  informer  in  all  such 
cases.  His  Excellency  getting  one- 
third  of  the  plunder ;  thin  accounts 
for  Palliser's  abnormal  activity  in 
searching  out  illicit  traders,' 

The  Newfoundland  Govern- 
ment, in  addition,  had  special 
instructions  to  look  after  the  New 
Eng'andera,  well  known  for  their 
smuggling  pri)clivitit.'S.  No  doubt 
Sir  Hugh  g.ive  theio  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  but  they  beat 
him,  as  they  had  beaten  all 
the  Custom  House  officers  in 
America;  they  had  an  invincible  prejudice  and  objection  t«  the 
payment  of  dutiett  of   any  kind  to  King  George,  and  they  lied  Uke 

■  Br  Hit  ExcBLLBCCi  HuoH  Fallubb,  &c.,  or  the  lud  juxtices,  and  till  the  said  lum  of 

GoVKBKOB.  oixtr  )>ouDd«  IS  paid  tbe  ssid  brigantiae  is  not 

„..     rwn.       f.     .          .         •  .t.   j-i J  to   be  permitted  lo   an  out  of  (he   harbour, 

/.i™(  tagj    tang   ■o,,,,«rf  boror.  m.  or  • 

».n  uid  .™.o  too,  ih .  oooom,  lo  Ih.  ^^        „,,          ^^^^^  ^ 

000,10.01  ol  Ao,>r,«   ooomy  »    h.  kmg  .  ^                               ^ 

„pr™  ooo,o,.od.p.bli,l,oJ.b.l..l  J»^  :  'jy.„^      (^^  j,         ^        ,j               , 

.■Fo,4,.do«b,d,.o..,od,..^o^p(  ot  y                                    8,^    ^^,^    (j_^ 

Jtao,  t£.  ,.rf  Tboo.„  S.O.,  ,.  W  »»  lb.  .,.„.^„,io„.d  «o.  of  ;i.t,  poond..    Gi,«, 

hood,  or  m.  M.,»t,Wo.««.  of  0,0  P«o.  ,„,,  s        ,„5  I" 

at  Bt.  John  >  ttK  aum  of  aiztj  ponndi,  wtiicb  <^ 

ram  of  tiitj  poundi  to  be  laid  out  In  payment  Bj  commBnd  of              Huaa  Paujur. 

fer  the  pawagra  of  nieh  poor  needj  people  to  Hi»  Exoellenor, 

BlitaiD  or  Ireland  w  shall  be  ordered  b^  me  Jno  Horuiaili. 

X  2 


(J  n/tcr  Ifoppner, 
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troopers.  Tho  following  letter  is  the  only  one  that  I  can  find  abont  tiiis 
time  relating  to  American  smugglers : — 

"  Sir,  Grreat  St.  Lairrenoe  Harbr.  8  Jul;  1765. 

I  h&ve  Bent  to  St.  John's  thrue  New  England  Bchooiiers  seized  by  Lient.  A. 
Dioksoo,  Commander  of  Her  M^eatjrH  snow  Bgnuml  in  St.  Pierre*  Road.  I  desire 
70a  will  proceed  against  them  in  Court  according  to  law,  and  immediately  on 
receipt  of  this  to  canse  the  proper  notioe  to  be  pat  up  of  the  time  allowed  for 
olaime  to  be  pat  in,  in  order  to  their  being  sold  aa  soon  as  possible  aod  most  for 
the  benefit  of  the  seizures. 

"  Snch  Teasels  are  wanted  for  the  Aabery The  yesaels 

are  the  Indnttriou$  Prelenee  [good  name  Tor  a  smuggler]  belonging  to  Cape  Anu, 
the  Eobin  Sood  belonging  to  the  same  place,  and  the  Induitry  of  l£arblehMi4." 

There  must  have  been  some  flaw  in  the  proceedings,  as  they  never 
came  to  anything.  The  New  Englanders  found  some  way  to  get  their 
vesaela  out  of  the  rapacious  clutches  of  the  Admiralty  Court  and  the 
Governor.  There  is  not  even  a  su^estion  in  this  letter  that  the  traders 
were  eithei-  selling  or  purchasing  anything ;  they  declared  they  bad 
gone  in  to  water,  which  was  a  tran-sparcnt  fiction. 

Governor  Palliser  took  a  great  interest  in  Labrador  and  Antlcosti, 
which  had  been  annexed  to  his  Government  in  1763 ;  he  encouraged  the 
salmon  fishery,  nnd  laid  down  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  cod  fishery 
in  Liibrador  as  a  ship  fishery.  His  Excellency  was  the  first  to  establish 
friendly  relations  with  the  Eskimos  and  Mountaineer  Indians ;  one  of 
his  proclairiations  thveabeiis  the  most  severe  punishments  <igainst  the 
French,  whom  he  declares  did  last  year — 

"  Invite  over  to  Qairpont  the  savagea  named  Cnraljte  and  Esqnemeanz's  and 
had  a  considerable  trade  with  them,  and  ased  many  infamous,  wicked,  savage  arts 
to  pr^udice  those  ignorant  barbnrons  people  against  tbe  English  nation." 

Sir  Hugh  made  a  treaty  with  the  Labrador  Indians.  In  his  dealings 
with  the  savages'  *  and  in  looking  after  the  interests  of  the  fishermen  he 

'  Amonf^tthe  various  attempts  to  open  the  crew;  the  remunderfled  to  tbeir  Teasel, 

np  frieodly  intercourse  with  the  Red  ludiana,  nnd  brought  one  d«d  man  te  St.  Joha'a,  witb 

perlinpB  the  most  remarkable  if  the  story  told  the  arrows  slicking  in  bis  body.    Exactly  tbe 

hj  Anapach   of    the   ndveulures  of  B   ship-  name  conduct  wu  shown  lo  Kuchan's  eipe- 

mastpr,    Biott,       In     1762    be    landed   with  dition  later.     Whatever  msj  be  said  about  tbe 

another  master  and  a  strong  cren  at  Exploits,  I)eoIhics,tbereeaDbenodouhttbeywereania«t 

and  built  a  kind  of  fort     Some  dava  after,  a  blood  thirst  j,  Ireaeheroug  race. 
party  of  lodians  appeared;  they  made  a  full  '  Lieutenant  John   Cartwrighl,  B.IT.,  u 

stop,  and  would  not  come  nearer!  Scott  theu  mentioned     several    times    a<    Sir      Hugh 

proposed   to  go  and  meet  themi  Ihcy  pro-  Palliser'a  surrogate  for  Trinii]' and  Conception 

ceeded  with  part  of  the  crew  unarmed.     Scott  Bays.     He  was  sent  in  17G8  to  the  Kxplolt* 

went  up  to  tbem,  mixed  with  them,  and  shook  with    a    proclamation  to    protect    the    Ited 

handst  soddenly  on  old  Indian,  in  pretended  Indians, whom, hon'ever,hedid  notsucceed  ia 

friendship,  put  his  arm  around  Scott's  neck,  meeting,    though    they    had  only    recently 

at  tbe  same  instant  another  Indian  stabbed  deserted  some  of  the  camps  which  he  pasard, 

liim  in  the  back  ;  a  shower  of  arrows  fired  at  On  his  return  he  wrote  an  interesting  account 

tbe  party  killed  the  other  master  and  four  of  of  the  Indian  remuins  wliichbehadinspected  j 
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was  kind,  humane,  and  considerate  ;  for  French  aggressors,  for  smugghng 
New  Englanders,  and  for  the  riotous  Irishmen,  he  seems  to  have  been 
full  of  all  the  narrow  prejudice  of  the  age.  He  was  specially  dis- 
tinguished for  his  barbarous  treatment  of  Roman  Catholic  Irishmen  ; 
he  would  not  allow  any  two  of  them  to  live  in  one  dwelling,  and  none 
were  permitted  to  keep  public-houses. 

During   Palliser's   reign   of    four   years,    Newfoundland   increased 
rapidly  in  trade  and  population.     In  hia  report  of  1765  he  gives  the 
resident  population  as  follows  : — 
"  Men 

Women     - 

Childreu  - 

Fisher  men  employed  exolas 


- 

-      9.976 

-      1,645 

.      3,863 

15,484 

of  Inhabitants 

-      9,152 

Total 

.    24,636 

Ihi*   ha«  be«D   printed   hj   his  niece,  u  an  John  Caitvrigbt  Bfterrardi  rose  lo  great  dis- 

aopandiz    lo    Ihe    biograplij.      Cartwright  tinclion ;  he    took  a  promuieiit  part  in   the 

■  Tei7  etrennoui   in  his  efforti  to  protect  diBciusion  of  all  the  great  qaeetioiu  of  the  day, 

-     -  '-'»h  in*  Conceptino  Bay,  and  was  American  independence,  the  gupply  of  timber 

.    relieviag  their   dislreu.      Ho  foi  the  uavj,  the  threatened  French  invaaion. 


the  piwr  Irish  in"  Conception  Bay,  and  was      American  independence,  the  lupply  of  ti 

Kneroni    in    relieviag  their   dislreu.      Ho      foi  the  uavj,  the  threatened  French  invi 
■    often    been    coutased   with   his   coaein      &c.,aDd,ai!  a  Member  of  Parliament,  sapported 


IijoT  George  Cartwi-ighl  (who  accompanied  the  KeCorm  Bill.  A  statuo  naa  erected  lo  hia 
Dim  on  hia  expedition  to  the  Eiploibi),  the  memory  in  Barton  Crescent,  Ijondon.  Cart- 
founder   of   Cartwright,   Lahrador,   and   the  wrisht  was  the  first  Enropean  who  visited  Bed 

author  of  a  loog  and  most  peculiar  diary  of  Indian  Lake. 
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The  catches  of  the  Euglish  fishermen  during  the  four  years  of  hi» 
government  were : — 

17fi4.  17S5.  1766.  1767. 

Qubtal*  -        &6I,S10         ...         93S,S1S         ...         Sa9,9t>5         ...         553^10 

In  1765  he  estimates  the  French  resident  population  of  St.  Pierre 
and  Miquelon  at  nearly  sixteen  hundred,  the  whole  number  of  men 
employed  in  the  French  Newfoundland  fishery  at  nearly  fifteen  thousand, 
and  their  catch  at  half  a  million  quintals. 

In  reading  our  Jocal  records  it  is  remarkable  that  whilst  there  was 
not  a  single  lawyer  in  the  Colony,  the  legal  jargon  was  as  copious, 
complicated,  and  absurd  as  anything  to  be  found  in  the  pages  of 
"  Chitty  on  Pleadings."  Out  of  many  examples  I  select  one,  the  case 
against  William  Kitchen,  a  drunken  soldier,  for  stealing  a  lamb  of 
Mr.  John  Stripling's  "grazing  on  the  Baron«  of  St.  John's." 

"  The  Jnron  of  oor  SoTsreifni  Lord  the  King  apon  oath  present  WilliMn 
Kitchen  for  that  he  did  felonionslj  kill  and  bear  off  a  certiun  lamb  being  the  pro- 
perty of  Mr.  John  Stripling  and  that  the  said  William  Kitchen  of  St.  John's,  a 
soldier,  not  having  Qod  before  his  cjea  bat  mored  and  seduced  b;  the  instigation 

of  the  devil  on did  feloniooily  of  his  forethought  ftnd  mklUoe 

seize  and  kill  a  lamb  the  property  of  Mr.  John  Stripling  grazing  on  the  Barons  of 
St.  John's,  and  the  said  William  Kitchen  did  with  a  knife  skin  and  bear  awa^  the 
Baid  lamb    ....     The  sentence  of  the  Conrt  is  as  follows : 

"  Ibat  yon  William  Kitchen  be  rotarned  to  the  gaol  from  whence  yon  name 
and  there  remain  till  tomorrow  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  when,  before  the 
Court  House  of  St.  John's,  yon  receive  punishment  of  being  burnt  in  your  right 
hand  with  a  hott  iron  marked  with  the  letter  B,  your  goods  and  ohattela  forfeited, 
and  afler  paying  ike  charge  of  the  Cowrl  be  set  at  liberty.  Then  the  Conrt  was 
adjourned  during  the  Governor's  stay  in  the  Island, 

"  HicH:iEL  Gill. 

"  EnwABD  Lah«ham,  ic," 

This  mild  sentence  is  probably  due  to  the  influence  of  Parson 
Longman,  as  sheep  stealing  was  punishable  by  hanging  in  those  days. 

It  is  only  fair  to  the  character  of  Sir  Hugh  to  give  the  reverse  of 
the  shield,  an  example  of  his  humanity  and  care  in  the  |irotection  of  a 
poor  fisherman  from  extortion  and  bad  treatment.  I  therefore  append 
his  short  judgment  in  the  case  of  Fling  v.  Cochran,  an  action  for  assault 
in  which  Fling  injured  Cochran  in  the  hand ;  the  amusing  part  of  these 
proceedings  is  the  high-handed  way  in  which  Hia  Excellraicy  takes 
the  case  out  of  the  hands  of  Gill  and  Langman,  and  deals  with  it 
himself; — 

"  On  a  case  of  qnarrel  between  James  Gochras  and  Jamea  Fling  it  apearing 
James  Fling  wn.a  the  first  agresser,  I  therefore  hereby  order  and  direct  that  he' 
shall  bo  alowed  nothing  for  his  lose  of  wages  and  time.    The  two  doctors  for  their 
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exorbitant  ohAr^a  on  aoconnt  of  a  poor  m»n  shall  have  nothing,  and  JoMph 
Cochrftn  lo  pB^r  £0-  10-  0.  for  Flinfi^a  maintenance  during  the  cure  of  Ua  hand,  also 
£3.  10.  0.  for  his  passage  home. 

"  Given  at  St.  John's  27th  September  1765. 
"  By  command  of  His  Gioellencj.  "Hugh  P&i.lisbb. 

"  Jno  HorsenailL" 


Commodore  Palliser's  administration  lasted  for  tJie  unusual  period 
of  four  years ;  his  records  are  the  longeet  and  by  far  the  most  com- 
plete ;  he  was  an*  admirable  man  of  business — orderly,  methodical, 
and  industrious.  He  hod  set  his  heart  on  making  his  newly* 
acqiiired  territory  of  Labrador, 
Anticosti,  and  the  Magdalen 
Islajtds,  into  a  great  fishery, 
governed  by  the  Rules  of 
William's  Act.    His  first  object 

was    to   build   a  fort  at  Port 

Pitt,    Chateau    Bay ;    this   he 

carried  out  with  his  accustomed 

enei^.    Visiting  all  the  places 

within    hia   territory    both  in 

Newfoundland  and   Labrador, 

he   encountered  obstacles   and 

difficulties   from    the   resident 

population,  from   the   French, 

the     French    Canadians,    but 

most  of  all   from  the   Ameri- 
can  whalers.      In  a  letter  to 

Governor  Bernard  of  Massachusetts,  7th  August  1776,  he  states : — 

"  The  great  trouble  and  difficulty  I  meet  with  in  keeping  good  order  amongst 
the  fishM-8  in  a  part  of  this  government  [Labrador]  is  occasioned  chiefly  by  a 
number  of  disorderly  people  from  yonr  Province.  You  mill  I  hope  excuse  me  for 
giring  you  this  trouble,  to  beg  3^u  will  permit  [the  enclosed  advertisement]  to  be 
put  up  in  the  Towns  within  your  Government  whore  the  vessels  employed  in  tlte 
whale  fishery  mostly  belong  j  which  I  apprehend  will  greatly  facilitate  my  pro- 
ceedings in  the  execution  of  tha  King's  orders  for  the  benefit  of  H.U.  subjects 
oarrying  on  the  fishery  within  this  QoremmeBt. 

"The  last  year  whilst  atribeof  four  to  five  hundred  of  the  Eaquemeaux's  savages 
were  with  me  at  Pitt's  Harbour  (and  by  means  of  interpreters)  I  made  a  peace  with 
thom  and  sent  them  away  extremely  well  satisfied,  without  the  least  offensive  thing 
happaning. 

"  I  am  well  informed  some  New  England  vessels  contrary  to  the  orders  I  havo 
published  went  to  the  Konhward,  and  rol>b«d,  plundered,  and  murdered  some  of 
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their  old  men,   women  and  children,   who  thej  left  at   home,  bo   I   expect  soma 
mischief  will  happen  thiH  year ;  revenge  being  their  declared  principle. 

"I  am  Tour  Eicellencien 
"  UoBt  obt.  &  humble  eerrant 
"  HxJGH  Pallises. 
"  P.S. — If  you  think  proper  to  take  any  other  method  propercr  thao  what  is  above 
proposed  for  the  reformation  of  those  concerned  I  shall  be  eitreaml j  obliged  to  jou , 
for  the  complaints  I  have  of  the  mischiefs  committed  by  them  are  many  great  and 
barbarous." 

The  result  of  Sir  Hugh's  ahnormal  activity,  aod  the  rules  he 
promulgated  for  his  succeesors,  van  to  stir  up  a  determined  hostility  on 
the  part  of  many  CanadianB  and  Englishmen  who  had  fixed  posts  and 
settled  property  at  Labrador,  which  were  all  to  be  destroyed  under 
the  Fishing  Admiral  rules ;  with  the  aid  of  the  New  Englandera 
they  persistently  resisted  the  Newfoundland  Government,  until  at  last 
the  Home  authorities  restored  Labrador  to  Canada,  and  reversed 
all  Palliser's  regulations  in  1774  by  the  Quebec  Act,  14  Geo.  IlL 
Cap.  Ixsxiii. 

Coming  nearer  home  Palliser  found  trouble  in  the  garrisons  of 
St.  John's  and  Placentia ;  Captain  McDonald  and  his  officers  were  at 
open  war,  half  the  soldiers  at  Placentia  had  deserted ;  they  were  short 
of  beds,  bedding,  and  clothing ;  both  garrisons  seem  to  have  been 
badly  paid,  and  worse  provided,  Palliser  put  an  end  to  many  abuses, 
and  he  piilled  down  a  number  of  houses  that  had  been  built  around 
Fort  William  which  were  looked  upon  by  officers  and  soldiers  as  their 
private  property.  On  the  3rd  of  September  1766  he  makes  this 
order  :— 

"  The  house  owned  by  Mr.  William  Newman,  standing  under  the  Port  baring 
been  built  by  a  soldier  of  the  former  garrison  by  sufference  of  his  commanding 
officer  and  pretended  to  be  sold  by  the  soldier  in  payment  of  debts  contracted  for 
liquor  and  other  unjustifiable  dealings — Notice  is  given  to  Mr.  Wm.  Newman  to 
takedown  the  said  house  or  he  may  dispose  of  the  materials  thereof.  .  .  Michael 
Gill's  house  built  also  by  sufference  may  remain  only  durbg  Gill's  lifetime  ;  no 

liquor  to  be  sold  there. Wood's  house  also  built  by  sufference  may 

remain ;  no  liquor  to  be  sold  there  ;  to  remain  only  during  Wood's  lifetime,  at  his 
death  to  be  pulled  down." 

These  records  show  there  was  much  grumbling  against  Alexander 
Dunn,  the  collector,  about  his  foes,  which  were  certainly  heavy.  There 
were  several  New  England  vessels  seized  for  having  rum  on  board 
^without  certificates  or  cockets;  they  mostly  gave  bonds  from  their 
agents  in  St,  John's,  and  always  appear  to  have  got  off  without 
penalty ;  they  evidently  knew  how  to  manage  the  collectors  of  the 
Georgian  era,  as  in  nearly  every  case  of  theirs  the  Custom  House 
officials  reported  favourable  and  mitigivting  circumstances. 
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The  whole  Now  England  trade  with  the  Colony  was  one  vast 
smuggle.  PnlHser  estimates  it  in  1765  at  "£102,304  stg.,  carried  in 
one  hundred  and  forty-two  vessels,  nine-tenths  of  which  is  paid  for  in 
Bills  of  Exchange  onEngland."  The  real  amount  was  at  least  two 
hundred  tliousand  pounds ;  the  year  before  the  Revolution  it  was  three 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  or  probably  nearer  four  hundred  thousand. 
During  Pailiser's  and  Byron's  administrations  a  commercial  war  had 
begun  between  England  and  America ;  the  Molasses  Act  commenced 
the  fray  in  New  England ;  the  narrow  commercial  policy  of  England 
kept  fanning  the  flame,  until  it  culminated  in  the  Stamp  Act.  Some 
regulations  of  the  English  Government  indicate  the  absurd  lengths  to 
which  they  carried  their  trade  laws ;  they  stopped  coal-mining  in  Nova 
l^cotia,  fearing  that  it  would 
interfere  with  English  coal  and 

encourage   provincial   manufac-  :$-^(f*>-M..«-g*"^*''^^---*"'' 

tures;  they  were  always  jealous  ^B^-»{-jj-ajH»-*ff"ifl^-»**3~-"---  ' 

of   colonial   home-spun  woollen  A'Ti^iW-^M-Ms-dA—Jf-i* 

and  coarse   linen  clotha.      Pal-  v^:^^^~X^^^-^-*-9' 

iiser's  letters   show  the   strong  j*^  ■^■^^r"'- - "■"  '**, 

prejudice   that  existed    against  <*r*y"  '  iV  '    1/ 

New  England  long  before    the  ,   'the  lou>-b  FUTiKwuTriH  by 

revolutionary  war.  «bwk>undlijid  mc  macs. 

Nothing  appeals  more  to  the  *^-  -^  *'^-  "^■ 

higher    sentiments,   the    poetic 

feeling  that  is  implanted  in  us,  than  the  self-sacrificing  devotion  of  a 
religious  community  to  its  worship  and  its  ministers,  typified  amongst 
us  by  the  warm  attachment  of  the  Irish  to  the  poor  hunted  and  silenced 
priests  who  ministered  to  their  spiritual  needs  in  Newfoundland.  The 
following  official  correspondence  shows  how  the  English  colonial  rulers 
appreciated  the  religious  sentiments  of  the  poor  French  exiles  and  the 
Indians  of  Acadia.  Sober  history,  it  must  be  admitted,  takes  some  of 
the  beautiful  bloom  off  Grand  Pr^  and  Evangeline.^ 

"  Lieut. -GoVBBNOB  or  Hovi  Scotia  to  Qo^'EBsan  Falliseb. 
"  Sib.  Halifax.  Nova  Sootia.  11  Sep.  1766. 

'*  I  have  the  hoDonr  to  forvrard  to  Your  Excellency  a  pttcket  from  the  Secretary 
of  State's  office  which  came  to  me  enclosed  the  6th  iiist. 

"I  think  it  necessary  to  acquaint  Your  Excellency  that  last  summer  the  greatest 

'  part  of  the  Indians  of  this  E'rovince  assembled  on  the  Isle  of  Breton,  and  by  the 

flying  reports  which  were  spread  by  them,  together  with  an  unusual  deportment  to 

lome  of  the  neighbouring  setttenienta.  the  people  were  much  alarmed ;  however  by 

'  See  "The  ttne  «tory  of  EvmngdlDe,"  by  B^.  T.  B.  SlepheiuoD,  D.D., in  the  SuK^f 
Jtfapatine,  November  1893, 
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Bendin){  some  gentlemen  amoagst  the  s&rages  they  were  prorailed  on  to  disperse-~thiB 
Buminer  they  have  also  aseembleil  again,  although  thej  behaved  verj  peaceable ;  but 
aa  I  find  that  Holy  Water,  Relicts,  Books  and  other  articles  that  relate  to  the 
saperstition  of  the  Bomish  religion  are  fnraished  to  them,  it  ia  an  evident  proof 
they  find  means  to  hold  commonioation  with  the  Islanda  of  St.  Peter's  and  Uiqnelon, 
if  they  do  not  even  receive  from  thence  prieata  to  o{Bciat«  amongat  them,  which  nwy 
in  time  prove  of  very  ill  consequence  to  thia  young  province,  as  onr  settleinentB  are 
very  atraggling  and  defenceless.  I  must  therefore  entreat  your  Exoellenoy  to  give 
directions  to  the  several  craisers  under  your  command  which  may  be  stationed 
near  tboee  Islands  to  prevent  as  much  M  poaaible  all  commnnication  between  the 
(lavages  and  Acadiana  [or  nentral  Frenob]  of  thia  Province  with  the  Franch  at 
St.  Pctor'a  or  even  with  the  Island  of  Nowfoandland  and  that  if  any  extraordinarj 
occurrence  tthonld  happen  I  may  be  informed  of  it. 

"Michael  pRAscttar." 

To  the  fly  thus  cast  by  the  Nova  Scotian  Govenior,  the  Ultra- 
Protetttant  Palliser  i-oee  at  once.  In  one  respect,  no  doubt,  they  were 
right ;  the  French  have  ever  been  inflated  with  the  idea  of  recoTering  thdr 
lost  empire  in  America,  and  St.  Pierre  has  always  been  a  tbom  in  onr 
side,  but  to  accomplish  their  great  design  France  would  need  better  and 
stronger  allies  than  the  Mic  Uacs  and  the  poor  simple  Acadiao&  Neither 
Palliser  nor  Francklin  seemed  to  realise  their  attachment  to  the  clei;gy, 
which  was  signally  manifested  later  on,  when  the  whole  body  of  Acadians 
left  Miquelon,  with  their  good  cur^,  for  the  Hogdalen  Islands,  sooner 
than  subscribe  to  the  liated  doctrines  of  the  Revolution.  Palliser's  reply 
is  a  smart  reprimand  to  his  fellow  governor : — 

'*  GovbbnoaFalliseb  to  theSoir.  Hicraei,  Fkahckuk  Lient.-Oovemor  of 

14  ova  Scotia. 

"  Srs,  St.  Johns  16  Oct.  17«6. 

"  Two  days  ago  I  had  the  honoor  to  receive  yoor  letter  of  the  11th  Scpr. 

and  witli  it  a  packet  from  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  which  yon  woa  ploMud  to 

forward  to  me. 

"  The  information  yon  give  me  of  the  motives  and  behaviour  of  the  Kova  Scotia 
Indians  is  somewhat  alarming  and  seem  to  require  attention,  bat  I  confess  it  is 
nothing  more  than  I  havo  expected  from  the  banefull  elfecte  of  a  commonication 
with  the  French. 

"  As  soon  as  I  came  to  this  Government  I  perceived  the  extansive  views  of 
France  in  contending  for  these  two  insignificant  Islands  (ae  tiiey  were  called) 
St.  Pierre  and  Uiqnelon  and  that  the  naes  for  which  they  demanded  them  was 
the  least  part  of  their  view,  that  of  communicating  with  and  preserving  their 
influence  over  tha  bigoted  savages  and  the  rebellions  and  more  dangeroos  Acadiaos 
was  a  more  important  part  of  their  object. 

"  I  did  not  fail  to  inform  H.M.  Ministers  of  my  apprehensions  of  this,  and  that 
this  part  of  H.U.  Dominions  wcnld  thereby  be  endangered  and  the  fishery  and 
trade  of  bis  Bubjects  here  be  greatly  prejudiced  as  well  as  the  New  Coloniee  on 
the  Continent  be  disturbed.  The  occurrences  since  that  time  have  proved  those 
apprehensions  to  be  well  founded.  .  .  .  The  interconrso  yon  complain  of 
between  these  people  and  the  French  is  carried  on  by  your  clandestine  traders  with 
these  Islands  from  the  Island  Breton  and  et^pecially  Migonioh,  likewise  by  pMiporti 
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gtuited  to  tho  lodikiiB.    Last  year  tti«  Chief,  Jobn  PeqiiiAWBrOalautk  with  two 
hnndred  men  returned  with  pasaes  from  the  Seoretar^'e  offica  in  Halifax. 

"  Uiqnelou  is  ftall  of  Acadi&ns,  who  have  come  there  with  paeaes  from  differant 
officers  in  yonr  Goremment.  .  .  I  nhall  leftve  two  Hhips  aU  tho  winter  to  drire 
away  the  Indiana  and  keep  the  French  off." 

iVo  important  events  in  the  religious  hiBtory  of  the  Oolony  occurred 
(taring  Sir  Hugh's  government — the  oommeocement  of  the  Moravian 
Mission  at  Labrador,  and  the  first  introduction  of  W«sleyanism  into  th« 
island  by  the  Rev.  Lawrence  Coughlan,  a  Church  of  England  clergyman 
sent  out  by  the  S.P.O.  in  1765.  Coughlan  was  a  devoted  followerof  John 
Wesley,  whose  method  he  followed,  and  in  whose  footsteps  he  endeavoured 
to  tread.  The  great  founder  of  Methodism  lived  and  died  a  member  ot 
the  Church  of  England,  and  there  is  nothing  at  all  inoongraoaB  in  the 
first  Weeleyan  in  the  Colony  being  an  £piscopaltvi ;  the  new  body  was 
practically  driven  but  of  the  Church  and  compelled  to  form  themselves 
into  a  separate  society. 

The  Bev.  Lawrence  Coughlan,  an  Irishman,  a  most  earnest  man, 
like  most  wthusiasts  in  a  good  cause,  was  persecuted,  but  worae  sttll, 
was  not  paid  his  legal  salary ;  it  is  recorded  that,  in  November  1765, 
a  bond  was  signed  by  "the  principal  inhabitants  of  Harbour  Grace, 
"  Husquito,  and  Carbonier,  in  Conception  Bay,  for  the  rest  of  the 
"  inhabitants  of  the  Bay,  by  which  they  agreed  to  cheerfully  contribute 
"  annually  the  full  sum  of  £100."  Governor  Byron,  on  the  ISth  July 
1770,  thus  adjudicated  upon  this  bond  :~ 

"  Whenafl  I  am  informed  that  the  Revd.  llr.  Coughlan  is  the  Minister  so 
procured  and  reeiding  amongst  yoa,  and  that,  to  far  front  yonr  paying  bim 
cheorfnlly  the  stipend  aforesaid,  great  nnmbers  of  you  hare  reftieed  to  ooutribnte 
tow^rda  it,  iniomnch  that  be  it  ananally  mach  in  arrear  to  the  diigrace  of  religion 
and  cUahoDor  of  yoonelrea :  I  do  therefore  desire  and  oommand  yon  and  every  one 
of  yon  as  aforesaid  to  pay  him  what  Bams  are  in  arrear,  and  that  yon  also  comply 
with  yonr  said  agreement  in  paying  him  annnally  his  sallary  of  £100,  every  one  o( 
yon  according  to  your  abilities." 

Commodore  Byron  appointed  Coughlan  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Harbour  Grace,  and  was  bis  firm  friend  and  supporter  until  the  last 
year  of  his  government.  The  Harbour  Grace  merchants,  finding  that 
they  were  obliged  to  pay  the  salary,  petitioned  the  Governor  against 
him  as  a  justice.  Evidently  Coughlan  had  made  himself  obuozioos  by 
upholding  the  rights  of  the  servants.  To  please  the  merchants,  the  stout 
old  commodore  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal,  and  dismissed  Coughlan  from 
the  Bench,  who  thereupon  left  the  Colony.  Coughlan's  memory,  as  a 
just  and  good  man,  was  long  held  in  pious  reverence  in  Conception 
Bay. 

A  recent  writer  on  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  Colony  has 
thought  fit  to  take  exception   to  tte   founders  of  the  Newfoundland 
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Methodists  and  the  Moravian  missionaries.    The  results  of  the  Brethren's 
one  hundred  and  thirty  years  of  work  and  labour  of  love  in  the  Arctic 
Labrador  are  visible  to  all  men ;  out  of  the  most  hopeless  savages  they  have 
brought  up  a  Christian,  educated,  church-going,  moral,  and  respectable 
population.     It  is  a  mistake  to  state  that  the  mission  is  self-supporting ; 
Captain  Linklater  informs  me  it  is  not  so,  the  expenses  are  paid  out  of 
voluntary  contributions,  the  two  vessels  employed  alone  costing  £2,500 
a  year  each.     The  character  of  the  missions  of  the  humble   Moravian 
Brethren  in  Africa  and 
America    needs   no   de- 
fence.   From  the  records 
it    appears     that    Jans 
Haven,  one  of  their  first 
missionaries,    had    been 
sent  by  Palliser,  in  1764, 
to  conciliate  the  Eskimos 
and     Mountaineer     In- 
dians.    Next  year  the 
Brethren    received    the 
following  passport : — 


"  By  Hia  Eicellenoy  Sir 
Huge  PiLLisRa  Gover- 
Dor  Ac. 

"  WhereoH  the  Society  of 
the  Unitas  Fratrom  under 
the  protection  of  Hia  Mi^esly 
have  from  a  piona  eeal  of 
promoting  the  knowledge  of 
the  trne  God  and  of  the 
religion  of  onr  bieBBed  Lord 
and  Savionr  Jeans  Christ 
amongflttheheathcn.ibmied 
a  reeolntion  of  establishing 
a  miBBion  of  their  brethren 
upon  the  CoaBtof  Labrador, 

and  for  that  purpose  have  appointed  John  Hill,  Christian  Drachart,  JaoB  Haven, 
and  Christian  Andrew  Schlozer  to  effect  this  piouB  purpose.  And  whereas  the 
Lords  CommisBionera  of  the  Admiralty  and  the  Lords  GommiGsionera  of  Trade 
and  FlantatioDB  have  signified  to  me  their  entire  approbation  of  an  nndertaking  bo 
commendable  in  itself  and  that  promiacs  so  great  benefit  to  the  pnbliok  and  are 
doBJrona  of  giving  all  reasonable  enconragement  and  aBsiat&nce  thereto.  Those 
are  therefore  to  certify  all  persons  whom  it  may  concern  that  the  said  Brothers  are 
under  Hia  Majesty's  protection  and  all  officers  Civil  and  Military  and  all  others 
Hia  Majeaty'B  subjects  within  my  Government  ftro  hereby  strictly  obarged  and 
required  not  to  give  any  interruption  or  hinderance  to  them  but  to  afford  them 
every  aid  and  friendly  assistance  fur  tho  enccesa  of  their  pious  nudertaking  for 
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Hie  benefit  of  mankind  in  general  and  His  Majeaty's  subjeuta  in  particular 
13  April  1765. 

"  By  command  of  His  Eioelleno;.  "  Jiro.  Hobsemull." 

On  the  eve  of  his  final  departure  from  the  Colony  in  1768  the 
Goveruor  cancelled  the  commission  for  the  trial  of  murder,  and  the 
High  Sheriff's  appointment.  Sir  Hugh  had  lavished  every  kind  of  office 
on  the  Gills  and  the  Keens,  and  now,  at  the  last,  he  seems  to  have  been 
dissatisfied  with  the  close  ring  of  officials  that  surrounded  him. 
The  QiUs  seem  to  have  held  most  of  the  Uovemment  ofiSces ;  Michael 
was  Judge  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  Keeper  of  the  Bolls,  J.P., 
pnblic  auctioneer,  sole  sworn  broker,  and  sole  notary  public,  and,  later 
on,  lieutenant-colonel  of  militia;  his  brother  Nicholas  seems  to  have 
had  all  the  other  posts.  What  caused  Palliser  to  alter  his  mind  about  hie 
subordinates  is  not  known  ;  he  states,  "  My  reasons  will  be  laid  before 
the  King,"  Perhaps  he  did  not  get  enougli  share  of  tlie  prize  money. 
He  finds  great  fault  with  the  resident  naval  officers;  probably  be  found 
the  clique  around  him  too  greedy. 

Everything  went  on  peaceably  during  his  administration  ;  there  was, 
indeed,  a  war  ncare  in  1764  owing  to  alarming  news  brought  home  by  a 
man-of-war  to  England,  that  the  French  had  a  fleet  at  St.  Pierre, 
and  were  fortifying  it ;  Palliser  sent  a  frigate,  and  soon  found  out  that 
tiie  whole  story  was  a  mere  canard.  Duiing  the  last  yeard  of  his 
adminisbratioQ  there  was  a  growing  spirit  of  disaffection  all  through  the 
North  American  Colonies,  owing  to  the  new  taxes  and  the  increased 
severity  of  the  Custom  House  officials;  a  very  mild  outbreak  in 
Newfoundland;  in  New  England  the  precursor  of  the  civil  war, 

A  French  vessel,  Chere  Marie,  Jacques  Quenal,  master,  having 
taken  a  parcel  of  furs  on  board  at  Port-au-Choix,  was  seized  by 
Lieutenant  Stanford,  and  brought  into  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  for 
adjudication  and  condemnation  as  contrary  to  the  treaty.  The  following 
plain-spoken  letter  shows  the  Governor's  view  of  the  French  rights : — 

"  To  U.  Gxo.  Lb  Kotjvee  Master  of  the  French  ship  La  Bada, 
If.  Fbancois  Jahan  UaHtor  of  the  French  ehip  L'Etoile, 

"  Gkntlbmen,  H  Aug.  1767. 

"  The  GoTemor  dirocte  me  to  ac<|iiaint  70U  that  yont  andaoiona  attempts  to 
encroach  on  the  fiaheriea  on  this  Coast  are  in  violation  of  the  Treaties  and  in 

disobedience  to  the  strict  orderi  70a  hare  received  from  Your  King 

He  direete  me  to  acquaint  yon  that  yon  need  not  give  yonrselTea  the  tronble  to 
make  any  further  application  or  enquiry  about  either  yonr  boats  or  people ;  that  in 
fntQre,  not  only  the  b  lats  that  come  on  the  Coasts,  bat  the  ships  to  which  they 
belong  will  be  seized  and  confiscated  for  encroaching  and  violating  the  Treaties. 

"  Jno.  Hoksekaiix." 
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On  the'  8th  of  July  1769  the  Honourable  John  Byron,'  Sir  Hngh 
PalliHer's  aucceasor,  was  sworn  in  with  the  usual  oaths  and  honours  as 
Governor  of  NewfoundlaDd,  Labrador,  Magdalen  Islands,  and  Anticosti. 
He  made  no  alterations  whatever  in  the  rules  and  regulations  establiHlied 
by   his   predecessor;  he   commanded   the   officers  not  to  fire  on  ships 
leaving  the  harbour,  and  then  claim  the  cost  of  the  powder  and  shot 
from  them,  as  hod  been  the  former  practice ;  he  waa  a  martinet^  and 
there  is  quite  a  long  correspondence  about  the  disposal  of  the  old 
pickets  when  a  new  fence  was  put  up  at  Fort  William.    Michael  Qill, 
Parson    Laugmao,     and     tiie 
other    magistrates    still    pre- 
sided in  the  courts  of  justice 
at    St.    John's,    Mr.    Weston 
and  Mr.  Carter  at  Ferrylaad, 
and  Mr.  Garland  with  Parson 
Coughlan  at  Harbour  Grace. 

In    1771   Byron  sent  spe- 
cial orders  to  Caplain  Gower, 
of  H.M.S.  Pearl,    to  put    a 
Ajinucia  BiHSBB  ASD  tuHXMQ  BOAT  IS  IT*!.  ^j^p  ^^  ^j^^  disorderly  proceed- 

ings of  New  Kngland  men  in 
the  Magdalen  Islands,  and  not  to  ]>ermit  them  to  carry  on  the  sea- 
eow  fishery  without  a  licence  from  him.  Frenchmen  were  also  vigor- 
ously prosecuted  for  venturing  to  fish  outride  the  treaty  limits ;  several 
were  arrested,  brought  to  St,  John's,  and  sent  home  to  France. 

Tiie  Honourable  John  Byron  b  best  remembered  as  the  grandfather 
of  the  great  poet,  who  refers  to  him  in  "  Don  Juan  "  as  "  my  grand  dad." 
The  marvellous  description  of  the  shipwreck  in  that  poem  is  partly 
taken  from  the  Commodore's  adventures  in  H,M.S.  Wager,  as  well  as 
from  his  celebrated  voyage   to    the    South    Pacific,     Governor   Byron 


1  Bjron  wBs  boroiD  1T33  ;  woe  the  secaod  strno  ions  were  to  eijjlore  the  Soalhern  Seai. 

son  of  thBt<)Urth  Lord  BvroOj  was  wrecked  It   whb  on  this   Tojalge  that  the  PatogoajaQ 

ID'  the   Wager  od  the  Cbili  const   in  1741  ;  ginaU  were   ftaid  to  hiive  been  seen.     As  a 

iJter  fcretl  hitrdihips,  he  re«ohed  VulpaTmiiw.  vojage  of  diseoverj  it  wa«  a  failure;  Byron 

In  17^7,  in   the  ^"■"'■co.  he  wis  at  the  futile  had    no    genius    for   such   work.      He  wu 

attack  on  Rocbefort.     In  1760  he  was  sent,  appointed    Governor    of    Newfoundlsjid    in 

with   a    small  sqaadron,  lo   inperinteDd    the  Jantury  ITS9  ;  Rcar-Adiniral  in  177i;  Vice- 

dtstructioD  of  the  foiiiflcalioDs  of  Loui^onr^.  Admiral   in   177S.      Uis   expedition  in   thii 

Xn  |;b4   BrroQ  was  CaminBiider'iD'Cbirf  in  yiaa  to  intovept  the  Count  d'EMainf;  was  a 

tb«  East  Indies,  flying  hii  pennant  on   the  fiiilure.     B;rOD,thongh  brayr,  had  not  enough 

Voiphin  (the  first  Teasel  in  the  English  Nbtj  originality  or   nWlilj'  to  distinmisb  himself 

to  be   oopper-shealhed).      At    Km   he  met  He  died,  Viee-Admiral  of  the  White,  is  17S« 

ixttd  Clive,  who  wanted  lo  go  in  the  Dolphin  'J  here  ii  a  portrait  by  Reynolds,  painted  in 

to  India;  bnt  Byron  refnted,  for  bis  real  in-  17S9.— (SiaPHiui'giVnf.  Dirt. i^ Biography.) 
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was  made  a  commodore  for  hia  gallantry  at  the  second  WBge  of 
Louiaboorg,  He  was  a  very  plain,  etraiglitforward  old  sailor ;  like 
all  the  &mily,  rather  eccentric  He  was  known  throughout  Ute  navy 
as  "  Foul-weather  Jack."  In  the  American  War  be  did  not  distinguish 
himself. 

Byroo'a  admiuiBtration  was  marked  by  the  same  humane  treat- 
ment  of  the  Eskimos  that  had 
characterised  Palliaer's  dealings  with 
them.  An  endeavour  was  again 
made  to  open  up  friendly  intercourse 
with  the  Beothica,  but  without 
effect. 

The  Governorship  from  this  time 
forward  appears  to  have  been  a 
regular  three  years'  ooiumiraion. 
Onnmodore  Moliueuz  Shuldham, 
R.N.,  afterwards  Lord  Shuldham,' 
was  appointed  ia  1772  ;  during  his 
command,  which  extended  to  1774, 
the  commercial  war  between  England 
aod  America  culminated  in  the 
ConUnental  Congress  of  September  i»ki>  tuvuuuM. 

1774.       One  of   the  first  acts  of    this  f<-tm  a»  ngrat4»t  qfttr  Dane*. 

assembly    was   to   prohibit  all   ex- 

portations  to  England  or   the    Kritish   Colouies.      War,  however,  did 

not    actually  begin    until    the    18th    of  April    the    following  year, 

in  the  skirmish  at  Lexington,  dignified  by  American  historians  into  ^ 

battle. 


■  Holmeux  ShuldhBiD  was  the  second  BOO  !□   17TS,  and  bciwnie  Member  for   Fowe;; 

of  the  Ber,  B.  Shaldbun,  of  the  diocese   of  Vice- Admiral  of  the  Blue  id  I7T0,  when  he 

OMorj,  Ireland,     He  vent  Co  lea  at  ten  jean  wai  appointed  to  command  on  the  AoKrican 

old  i  wai  Cqitein  of  the  SAeerne**  in  1746.  iiatJon.     He  convoked  Uoira't  smj  to  Uali- 

He  aavrerf  littlefightiDgtill,Inl7S6,  bebad  fax  from    BotCon    in    I7T6,   and  thence  to 

the  miBfortune  to  be  captured  bjtbreu  French  Station  Island;  in  June  of  this  year  he  irui 

men-of-war,  whioh  he  had  roiRiakeo  for  mer-  created  an  Irish  peer.     Nothing  remarkable 

chantmen.      He   was    bonourabl;f    ucquitted  occurred  during  the  remainder  of  his  slaj  on 

before   a    court-nj»rtial.      He   distingnished  the  AmericftO  atotion.     In  1778  he  snccess- 

hinuelf  at  the  captore   of   Guadaloape,  but  fully    conToyed    the    outward-bound    West 

«ai  nniWtiinate  in  losing  hia  ship  when  again  Indian  and  American  fleets,  and  on  his  return 

in  the  West  Indies  with  Kodney  j  when  at-  berime    Port-Admiral    at   Plymouth,   which 

tooking  tome  coMt  batteries  in  Martinique.  post  ha  held  till  1783.    Made  Admiral  of  the 

hii  ship  Htruck  and  was  wrecked.     In  1773,  White,  1779;  Admiral  of  the  Blue,  1787  ;  and 

OB  big  nttim  from  Newfoandlaod,  he  brought  Admiral  of  the  White,  ITSS.—CCHAKHocs'a 

-1  Kaqmmanx   obief,  who  waa  preaented  to  Biographia  NaoalU.) 
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The  year  before  the  ontbteak  of  the  AmericaD  War  was  remarkable 
for  a  terrific  storm  at' sea,  which  destroyed  a  vast  amount  of  fishing 
property.  The  water  rose  suddenly  twenty  feet  above  its  usual  level ; 
this  great  tidal  wave  caused  immeiise  destruction,  both  by  land  and  sea, 
and  three  hundred  persons  along  our  coast  lost  their  lives.  It  is  known 
in  Newfoundland  einnala  aa  the  "  Year  of  the  Great  Storm." 

With  the  exception  of  this  event,  and  the  passing  of  Palliser's 
Act  (15  Geo.  III.),  nothing  remarkable  occurred  during  Sliuld  n'a 
tenure  of  oflSce ;  the  same  questions,  the  same  routiae,  prevail  all 
through  this  period.  The  New  Englanders  still  gave  trouble  on  the 
Labrador.  The  ofhcer  in  command  at  Fort  Pitt  is  complained  of  for 
having  engageJ  in  the  seal  fishery.  A  small  "Behring  Sea  difficulty" 
aro:te  at  the  Magdalen  Islands,  owing  to  the  reckless  and  barbarcjus 
in  which  the  New  Englandere  were  killing  the  sea-cows,  driving  them 
away  from  their  quiet  haunts,  and  preventing  them  from  breeding; 
there  is  a  long  correspondence  on  this  subject. 

During  this  period  the  gre:it  Michael  Gill  died,  and  Edward  White, 
Oi'dnance  Stojekeeper,  became  Judge  of  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court  and 
Master  of  the  KolLs ;  Edward  I^angman,^  Charles  Garland,  Robert  Gray, 
Nicholas  Gill,  and  James  Brooks,  were  the  remaining  justices  of  the 
(luorom  for  St.  John's ;  Robert  Carier,  J.P.,  was  Keeper  of  the  Bolls  for 
Ferrylaiid,  William  Keen  for  Bonavista,  and  D'Ewee  Coke  (afterwards 
Chief  Justice)  for  Trinity ;  Nicholas  Gill  was  Notary  Public  and  Vendue 
Master,  and  John  Philips,  High  Sheriff.'     A  proclamation  was  issued 

>  LaoKioan,   however,  sacGeeded  White  charged  for  the   Whipper.      Id  1773    Fort 

as    Keeper    of    the    Rolls  in    1773.      The  Towngheni)  was  eoinm«Dued  and  the  rood  to 

Gills  seem  to  have  booq  recovered  their  old  it  IVoiu  the  Qtieen'n  Wharf,  also  the  King's 

SB»tigc.      Micholas   Gill    iu    177<    baoamo  UoaH,    the     Miliiiirj-    Ruad    belwceD     Fort 

anter  of  the  Rolld  and  Judge  of  the  Vice-  William  aad  Fort  Townshend,  nod  the  Signal 

Admiralty  Court,  which  posta  he  held  until  Hill  Road.    The  way  in  which  titles  to  pro-  . 

bis  death  in  1787.  pcny  were  acquired  in  St.  John's  is  cuHoueIj 

'  The  following  local  events  in  1773  are  lilusLrfttive  of  the  corruption  and  favouritism 

noticeable: —  which  prevailed  in   the   days   of  our   naval 

We  notice  in  these  reoords  how  property  (^ioverooni ;  all  around  Fort  William  officers 

was    acquired ;    for    instance,  the   collector  and  soldien  had  been  allowed  to  take  in  land 

Alexander  Dunn  received  ■  grant  of  Friendly  as  far  a^  the  margin  of  Quidi  Vidi  Lake ;  on 

Hall,    Engineer  PriDile   the   property    now  removal,  Koldiers  and  officers  sold   these  to 

owned  hy  SirJames  WiDter(Friogle's  Dale;)l  civilians   in    the   town  i  valuable   properties, 

the    hill    now    called    Bobiuson's    Uill   wan  both  on  the  sonth  and  north  side  of  Watec 

originally  l>over'B  Uill.  Street,    were    purchased    goinetimes     for    a 

William   Spurrier,  of  the  great  firm  of  winter's  provisions;  a  good  huilding  lot  on 

Spurrier's  of  Poole,  was  tnade  Naval  Officer  the    north    aide    of    Water   Sireet,  esat   ot 

for  Sl   Mary's,  Oderin,  Burin,  and  Mortier,  McBride's  Hill,  was  giren  to  one  large  firm 

where   his   Arm  carried   on    their    extensive  for  their  cook's  passaee  to  England. 
busiacss.    Mr.    John    Slade,  of    the    great  Ann   Ellis  acquired   El.'is's  estate   in  a 

firm   of  Slade's  of  Poole,   was   made  Naval  curious  way  :  her  brother  had  left  it  all  to  a 

Officer  for  Twilliogate.     In  Spurrier's  bill  for  woman  not  his  wife;  the  sister  produced  to 

expenses  of  a  proceeding    out    of   the   Vice-  Governor  Shuldham  aii  opinion  in  her  favour 

Admiralty  Court    aga'nst   a    servaut,   S«.  is  from  the  celebrated  Kuglisb  liwyer,  DunDiog, 
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embodying  an  admirable'  set  of  regalations  for  tba  government  of  the 
salmon  fishery  on  the  coasts  of  Newfoundland  and  Labrador;  the  French 
are  not  mentioned,  and  it  was  evidently  the  practice  at  this  time  to 
completely  exclude  them  from  all  occupations  outside  the  cod  fishery. 

Commodore  Duff's^  appointment  lasted  during  1775.  The  following 
proclamation,  issued  in  July  by  him,  is  of  so  much  importance,  and 
in  such  striking  contrast  to  the  manner  of  dealing  with  obstreperous 
Freiy'i'  Daval  officers  at  the  present  day,  that  it  is  given  in  full. 
The  stout  old  commodore  took  the  strictly  correct  legal  view  of 
the  treaties  and  the  rules  of  iiitematiooal  law ;  would  that  the  same 
spirit  were  infused  into  the  British  Governments  of  to-day,  which 
calmly  permit  French  officers  to  put  up  proclamations  on  British 
tti.(  toiy,  ordering  British  subjects  to  sell  their  herrings  only  to 
Fri»nchmen,  and  allow  them  to  enforce  such  arbitrary  decrees.  The 
proclamation  reads : — 

"  Whereas  I  have  received  authenliok  accounts  that  in  the  month  of  July  1763 
a  French  ship  of  war  aamed  the  '  Unicorn '  viailed  several  Porta  within  my 
Government,  purticalarlj  '  Cremellsire,'  where  the  Captain  of  the  eud  ship 
interfered  in  mat  Mrs  relating  to  the  laws  and  government  of  the  Conntry.  In 
case  ;oa  shoald  meet  with,  any  French  ahips  of  war  within  the  limits  of  your 
station  yon  are  in  the  most  civil  and  friendly  manner  to  enqnire  of  the  Captain 
the  occasion  of  his  coming,  and  shoald  he  be  driven  there  by  neceaaity  or  diatress 
yoo  are  to  offer  him  assistance,  and  every  other  friendly  office  in  yonr  power,  bat 
Bhonld  he  pret'.nd  to  come  there  for  the  protection  and  defence  of  French  fishers  or 
any  other  prel'jnoe  whatsoever,  other  than  distress,  you  are  to  signify  to  him  that 
tbo  subjects  d.'  Fntuce  reaorting  to  any  port  of  H.  Bricannick  Ifajesty'a  dominions 
to  follow  any  bnsiieas  or  trade  by  virtue  of  the  Treaties  aabsisting  between  the 
two  nationa  are,  whilat  in  H.M.  Dominions,  under  the  protection  of  S.  Srilanniek 
ifc^Mty  only  i  and  that  ia  conformity  to  H.  Majeatya  aentiments  and  firm  resolutioa 

and  on  thil  ax  parte  opinioD  she  oblMoad  her  keeping  s  watch  on   Admiral  de  Teroaye'a 

grant.  fleet  in  176S. 

Stripliug,  a  stout  Proteitant  and  a  pnb-  '  Dufl,  a  oonain  of  the  Brat  Earl  of  Fife, 

lican,  through  the  interest  of  the  officers  and  became  a  commander  in   1744.     In  1758  he 

Botdiers,  ohlMued  a  piece  ot  land  at  Qoidi  was  with  Coaimodore  Howe  in  the  aqnadron 

Vidi.  and  afterwardt,    when    he    became   a  convojing  the  expeditions  against  St.  Malo, 

Justice  and  eheiifl,  though  utterly  Ignorant  and  Cherbourg,  and  St,  Cm,  and  in   1759   was 

illiterate,  a  grant  of  the  land  on  the  east  side  senior  ofBcer  of  a  small  squadron  oovering  the 

of  King's  Bridge  Road,  and   all   Striplbg'B  Brittany  coast  while  Hawke  blockaded  ftest. 

plantation,  were  given  to  him.  He  was  not  present  at  Lord  Uawke's  victory 

T'le  title  of  the  Thomas's  dates  back  to  over  the  French  ,  but  it  was  in  chasing  Duff's 
■  —  ■  ~  ships  that  the  French  came  in  sight  of  the 
main  English  fleet.  He  was  with  Kodney,  in 
1763,  at  the  reduction  of  Martinique.  He 
endcayonred  to  relieve  Gibraltar  in  1779,  but 
the  Qoiemment  were  not  able  to  strengthen 

Tbe  EeeDS,  Gills,  Williams,  and  others  his  command,  so  he  was  recalled.    He  became 

ot  tbe  clique  that  sarronnded  GoTomor  Pal-  Vioe-Admiml  in   1778,    and  died    in   1787. 

User,  all  gained  their  properties  through  Court  There  is  a   portrait   of   him   at  tfae   BoyaJ 

influence.    Hatchings'  estate  was  acquired  by  United   Seryice  Institute.— tSTapmes's  Itat^ 

Geo^te  Untchings  for  his  TsJuable  serricea  in  Diet,  (if  Jiiograpky.) 
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of  maintaining  with  the  ntmoit  sxactnaet  probU;  nud  gbod  faiOi  ibo  TrwfcieB 
relating  to  the  fiaherj  I  ehall  with  on  nnbiBaied  and  impartial  jnatiee  to  tho 
sabjects  of  both  Crowns  in  my  station  inviolably  obseire  H.  Majesty's  commaniis 
npon  that  head ;  bnt  that  I  cannot  permit  any  officer  with  a  commission  from  &iB 
Host  Christian  Majesty  .and  with  an  armed  force  to  retort  U>  «r  exerrnm  any  amikorHy 
teitkin  any  part  of  H.  Majesty's  dominions  nnder  my  OoTemment,  their  doing  ao 
being  directly  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  worda  of  tha  13th  aeotiiMi  of  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht,  by  which  the  sovereignty,  property,  and  fnll  possesBion  of  this  oonntr7 
IB  ceded  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  and  the  French  ezpresaly  ezclnded  From, 
having  forts  or  forceii  in  any  part  of  it,  and  the  tenor  of  the  whole  article  is  to 
proTido  against  the  Fianch  encroaching  on  H.M.  Territorie*  and  on  H.M.  rights 
tknd  pritilegee.  That  thereforo  I  will  not  allow  any  Foreign  officer  with  an  anoAd 
force  to  resort  to  this  coantry  withont  first  applying  for  and  obtaining  the  King's 
leave  for  that  purpose.  In  case  yon  Rhonld  meet  with  any  French  offloW  within 
the  limits  of  your  station  yon  are  to  appoint  a  reasonable  time  for  him  to  depart  j 
beyond  which  time  yon  are  not  to  allow  him  to  Btay  and  for  yoor  justification 
herein  yoo  are  to  deliver  to  him  a  copy  of  this  my  order  to  yon. 

"BoBEXT  Don." 

Several  writers  oa  Newfoundland  LiBtory.  in  their  anxiety  to  make 
out  a  case  against  the  American  colonists  ia  their  struggle  with 
England,  have  magnified  a  street  row — an  ordinary  Irish  factitm  fight-^- 
in  Harbour  Grace,  in  1766,  into  a  serious  battle,  and  the  merchants* 
opposition  to  the  new  custom  house  ns  treason;  they  have  exaggerated 
and  perverted  these  small  afTairs  into  a  sinister  plan  and  preconcerted 
scheme  of  rebellion.  There  ia  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  such  a 
statement ;  at  the  time  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  there  was, 
no  doubt,  a  good  deal  of  lawlessness  in  the  Colony,  and  some  disaffection, 
but  there  was  some  little  common  seose  amongst  our  islanders;  the 
republicans  were  few  and  scattered,  the  loyalists  were  in  an  over- 
whelming majoi-ity ;  there  were  four  or  five  men-of-war  always  on  the 
coast,  a  strong  garrison,  and  at  least  ten  thousand  stnrdy  West 
Countrymen.  A  rebellion  in  Newfoundland  would  not  have  stood  for 
an  hour  against  such  overwhelming  odds. 

Underhand  attempts,  no  doubt,  were  made  to  seduce  all  the  colonies 
from  their  allegiance.  They  met  with  no  favour  in  Newfoundland ; 
against  none  were  the  new  republicans  more  vindictive  than  against  us ; 
they  knew  that  we  were  largely  dependent  on  them  for  food,  yet  one 
of  the  first  acts  of  the  Congress  of  1774  was  to  decree  non-intercourse ; 
this  was  not  fully  carried  out,  with  all  its  dire  effects  on-  otu-  popula- 
tion, until  the  following  year ;  but  in  1776 — a  terrible  year  of  storm  and 
Bufiering — our  late  colonial  brethren,  who  had  been  on  such  friendly 
terms,  did  their  utmost  to  starve  us  and  to  destroy  our  trade  with  their 
privateersmen,  who  knew  every  creek  and  cove  along  the  Newfoundland 
coast.    The  extreme  animoeit^^  of  the  Americans  agiunst  us  seems  to  bo 
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a  very  clear  indication  that  in  the  great  straggle  oar  population  were 
loyal  to  the  core.^ 

It  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  again  the  oft-told  story  of  the 
American  revolution ;  how  the  obstinacy  and  stupidity  of  George  HL 
oad  his  ministers  drove  the  colonists  into  rebellion ;  how  the  greatest 
statesmen  in  England — Chatham,  Fox,  and  Burke — Franklin,  Waah- 
ingtOD,  and  otliers,  in  America,  tried  ti)  prevent  war;  how  the^ 
gnllant  colonists  at  last  achieved  their  liberty  through  the  powerful 
&%istance  of  France  and  a  combination  of  nearly  all  Europe  against- 
England ;  this  great  history  has  been  written  in  every  form,  from 
tiie  "  Spread -Eagle  "  one-sided  view  of  some  American  historians,  to-the- 
newest  and  fairest  description  of  the  events  by  Goldwin  Smith.     The 


Fnm  a  p\oiograph  bj)  J.  Ttn, 

greatest  blot  on  the  character  of  the  first  American  republicans  is  their 
treatmont  of  the  loyalists ;  in  the  words  of  Uoldwin  Smith : — 

"  The  firat  civil  war  was  follownd  not  hy  arancaty,  but  by  an  outponring  of  the 
T<2tigeaiice  of  tlie  TictorH  upon  tlio  fallon.     Somfl  roynlists  were  put  to  death,  many 

others  were  deapoiled  of  all  they  had  and  driTen  from  their  country 

KnsHochuHettB  baniahed  by  name  three  hundred  and  eight  of  her  people,  making 
death  the  penalty  for  a  second  return." 

Tiiese  loyalist  exiles  peopled    Nova   Scotia,  New    Branswick,  and 
Tapper  Canada ;  some  few  of  them  came  to  this  Colony ;  to  one  of  these 

'  The  fnllowing  local  e^enli  in  1T75-6  hj  G"vernor  Monlafue.    There  was  a  frruit 

arc  Ddticeable  : —  MA.  Dunn,  colleclor,  of  a  file  for  the  Cuntnin 

Rev.  Edward  langmai),  who  appears  to  House  in  its  (iresent  situation,  to  the  east  of 

hare    been    a    very    apirited    and    decided  Kiaf^s  Roi>d    (a   paih    leading  lo  the   New 


1   hii   hrother   jastices   of  FortificatioD),  on  a  hillock  at  the  top  of  the  ' 

bdng    partial     and     perjured)    whereapon  Actmlrars  Beach,  bonnded  on  the  north  by  a, 

Kdward  White,  Michael  Gill,  T.  Dodd,  John  (tarden  belnnjtinfr  to  the  late  W.  Delgrave, 

Btriplinc,  and  John  SwingBton  complained  of  la   1T76   Genenl   Howe   remnred  the  SStti 

Mm  to  Ooremor  DuR.  and  he  was  struck  off  Refiinent,  which  was  replaced  by  a  company  ' 

theCammistioDofthel'tsace;  be  wm  reMond  of  tko  lioyal  Highland  Emigranta. 
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bamBhed  Tories — Dr.  Gftrduer  of  Bofiton,  U.S. — ^we  ■are  indebted  for  a 
very  intereating  account  of  our  Island.^ 

Rear-Admiral  Montague,*  who  succeeded  Duff,  was  sworn  in.  May 
1776;  one  of  his  first  acta  was  to  graciously  permit  the  Freuch  to 
cut  wood  in  the  Bay  Despair  and  other  places,  and  to  build  houses,  &c. 
On  war  breaking  out  between  France  and  England  in  1778  he 
nevertheless  promptly  took  possession  of  St.  Pierre  and  Uiquelon, 
destroyed  .all  the  buildings,  and  sent  away  all  the  inhabitants,  thirteen 
hundred  and  ninety-two  persons,  prisoners  to  France. 

In  1776  Montague,  who  had  been  specially  selected  for  Newfound- 
land on  account  of  his  activity  and  daring,  picked  out  a  number  of 


froM  a  draains  i*  the  3.ir. 

the  best  fast  sailing  vessels  in  the  trade  and  fitted  them  as  armed 
cruisers,  putting  young  lieutenants,  masters,  mates,  midshipmen,  and 
petty  officers  in  charge  of  them.  With  the  men-of-war  under  his  com- 
mand and  these  improvised  sloops  and  cutters,  he  most  effectually 
protected  our  coasts  from  the  American  privateers,  who  had  done 
considerable  damage  the  year  before.  The  petition  given  below  throws 
a  flood  of  light  on  our  social  history  in  1775;  it  shows  clearly  that  tiie 

>  The  fierce  attack*  of  the  Republioans  to  destroy  the  Freticli  fleet  wliicfa  endearoured 

on  their  Tor;  brother  colonists,  who  had  done  to  effiKtaJunction  with  De  la  Clae  at  Cartha- 

them  no  tnoDg,  and  their  treatment  of  the  geaa.     Became  Reiir-Admiral  of  the  Blae  in 

lojalists  «re  aoam  of  the  most  seriou*  biota  1770,  and    Commander-in-Chief  at   Hali&s. 

And  tcaodalB  of  American  history.  After  bis  return  from  Newfonndiand  in  177S 

*  John  Montague  wae  Commander  of  the  he  never  accepted  any  aotive  oonmand  i  b« 

HinehtHbrohe  in  1745  ;  in  1747  he  represented  was  Fort- Admiral  at  Fortamoutb,  and  a  mem- 

HnntingdoQ  in  Parliament.     He  held  rariotu  her  of  the   Keppcl  eoort-martial.      He  died 

commandt,  but  saw  very  little  sernce  duringt      in  1T9S  at  Faicham,  Hants. (Ceasnook.'b 

the  wan  except  off  Toulon,  where  be  helped  Biographia  NavalU.) 
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old  West  Country  ideas  were  still  prevalent,  also  that  St.  Jolm's  had 
become  quite  a  town,  and  that  there  was  (in  spite  of  the  stern  edicts  of 
the  naval  Governors)  considernble  cultivation  of  land  going  on  near 
the  city  ;  Ibremost  in  this  innovation  were  the  officers  of  the  garrison. 
There  are  many  names  around  St.  Jolm's  to  remind  us  of  these  old 
soldiers  who  took  to  farming.  The  well-known  Major's  Path  is  named 
after  Major  Brady,  RN.,  1787 ;  Pringle's  Bridge,  Pringle's  Dale 
(Sir  James  Winter's  residence),  after  Chief  Engineer  CoL  Pringle,  R-E., 
who  built  Fort  Townshend ;  Bally  Haly  after  CoL  Haly.  I  recommend 
to  my  readers  the  perusal  of  this  remarkable  letter ;  it  is  copied  from 
an  admirable  lecture  on  the  fisheries  by  the  late  M.  H.  Warren  in 
1853,  which  is  quite  out  of  print,  and  was  kindly  lent  to  me  by 
Mr.  J.  H.  Noonan,  of  H.M.  Customs,  St.  John's.^ 

thoM  mCTcIuuits  and  etktrt  vbo  sapplj  tlie 
Boat-kcepera  tind  Jnlubituita  will  b»  deprived 
of  that  reioiuce,  for  the  discbaf^  of  tbeit 
jiMt  debu. 

"  ThHt  all  Oil,  Blubber,  and  Seal  Skin*, 
exported  from  this  Iilaiid,  caught  b;  Britiah 
BubjectH,  may  be  imported  into  Great  BrilaiD 
free  of  Duty ',  oalh  being  made  b;  the  Master 
or  pereon  hariag  the  charge  of  ttie  said  sbip, 
that  it  was  caught  aod  cured  u  H(bre»aid. 

"  If  B  Muster  or  the  person  acting  under 
him,  ahnald  at  any  time  see  it  necessary  la 
correct  any  servant  under  tbem  with  modera- 
tion, (tree  from  harnhneM  or  oraelty)  for  not 
doing  his  dnCy  in  a  proper  miuuiPr,  that  the 
•aid  Berront  may  not  be  alloTed,  for  ererjr 
friTolons  disagrfement  or  eomplunt  to  have 
his  Master  summon'd  before  a  Jastice  of  the 
Peace,  vhich  in  the  height  of  the  fisheiy 
has  been  foimd  very  detrimental  and  often 
kuown  to  be  the  case  without  a  just  cause  of 
oomplaint. 

"  Ifishing  Admirals  being  authoriied  to 
bear  and  determine  matters  relative  to  the 
fishery,  the  Trading  People  are  often  deprived 
of  an  immediate  resource  to  them,  they  being 


**  Tbe  Petition  of  the  Merchants,  Boat- 
keepers,  and  Principal  Inhabitatits  of 
St.  John's  Petty  Harbour,  and  Tor 
Bay,  in  the  Island  of  Heirfoundland, 
1775. 
*  Most  Humbly  Sheweth  : 

"  That  your  petitioners  having  Maturely 
Considered  a  Bill  for  amending  and  rendering 
more  Effectually  an  Act  made  in  the  Fifteenth 
year  o(  Uia  present  Majesty  (Ueorge  Srd, 
1776,)  entitled  '  An  Act  for  the  eQconrage- 
ment  of  the  Fishcziee  carried  od  from  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British  Dominions 
ID  Enrope,  and  for  securing  the  return  of 
the  fishermen,  sailors,  and  others  Employed 
in  ttie  Mud  fisheries  to  the  ports  thereof  at 
tbe  end  of  tbe  fishing  season,'  and  for 
repealing  oeKain  prOTisions  in  the  said  Act 
relative  to  the  said  fisheries,  are  of  opinion 
that  its  General  tendency  is  well  colcnlnted 
for  the  Benefit  of  this  Island,  at  tbe  same 
time  beg  leave  to  lay  before  yon  some 
amendments  and  additions,  which  we  ap- 
prehend will  also  be  of  public  utility. 

"  Belative  to  Bounties  granted  ships  or 
vessels  employed  in  tbe  British  fishery,  on 
tbe  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  having  been 
found  inadequate  lo  its  intention  (as  to 
obtun  It  the  adventurers  were  obliged  lo  be 
at  a  considerable  expense  in  outfittiDg  their 
Vessels,  carrying  extra  men,  to  entitle  them 
to  receive  the  same)  that  the  said  Boimties 
may  be  appropriated  and  allowed  to  such 
■hips  or  vessels  employed  in  the  said  fishery, 
navigated  with  ten  men  each,  at  the  rate  of 
fix  shillings  per  Ton,  agreeable  to  their 
tegistert,  ■nbleet  to  all  tlie  rules  and 
Teatrictions  as  reserved  in  former  Acts. 

"  That  all  the  Plantations,  nonses, 
OardcQB,  and  so  forth,  in  this  Island,  on 
■  being  established  property,  to  be  nevertheless 
liable  to   the  payment   of   debts,  otherwise 


allowed  lo  appoint  deputy  or  deputiet 
nnder  them  to  hear  or  determiae,  on  sucn 
matters  as  may  come  before  them  relative 
to  the  fishery  aforesaid,  with  liberty  to  preside 
at  any  Court  of  Justice  held  in  their  different 
dislricts  as  a  Justice,  and  also  for  their  de- 
putations to  remain  in  force  until  the 
Twentieth  of  November,  before  which  time 
the  transactions,  relative  to  the  said  fisheries 
are  not  adjusted,  as  frequently,  the  fishing 
Admirals  are  obliged  to  sail  from  this  Island, 
early  in  OUoIkt. 

"  As  Lumber  is  at  present  a  scarce 
oommodity,  and  the  intercourse  of  supply 
from  Quebec,  and  Port  Roseway,  nut  yet 
warranted,  from  whence  no  doubt  large 
qoBniities  will  be  sent  to  this  Island,  ia  the 
intermediate  space,  Begard  should  be  paid  tn 
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'  Ak    a    further   illustration    of    the  state   of    society,   and   of    tiie 
manner  in   which   the   administration  of  justice  was   carried    out    at 


the  Timber  Trees  groiriDg  in  thie  Igland, 
.  which  if  not  mntonl;  col  dnwn  would  In  a 
few  ;esn,  become  large  spaia,  for  Mnaia  of 
Ships  nnd  other  usea,  as  well  as  to  >aw  into 

*'  To  prevent  the  Mid  Tteee  from  bein^ 
unnecessar]'  cut  down  the  principal  person  of 

.  each  crew  (of  which  there  are  a  ine^t  idbd; 
wlio  prosecute  the  Basloeu  of  nukiBi; 
Shinttle*  for  covering  houses,  stores,  &c. ; 
also  hoops  in  the  winter  season)  should  be 
coiupelent  to  judge  such  Timber  as  would 
suit  his  purpose,  and  not  wan'only  cut  down 

-any  TrecB  but  for  their  inmediate  uko  under 


"  Rinding  Trees  is  also  of  a  pernicious 
tendency,  allbo'  that  article  is  very  necessary 
in  the  fishery,  yet  should  be  subject  to 
Regulations,  not  for  more  Treea  to  be  rinded 

-thiui  is  ufoesstiry  foe  curing  and  preserving 
the  fiiih  and  for  the  coveriug  temporaiy  houses 

,uh1  huts,  where  boards  are  not  to  be  obtained. 
"  Codd  Scans  we  deem  a  great  nuiiance 

'at  by  ihem  we  destroy  a  great  quautiiy  of 
Bmall  fish,  which  after  being  inehixcd  !□  the 

■  ■can  (and  not  worth  the  attention  of  the 
perHoa  who  hauls  them)  are  left  to  rot,  by 

'  which  means  a  multitude  of  fish  that  wouhl 

'grow  to  maturity,  perish. 

"  Contiguous  to  the   Northern   Port  of 

'this  Island  are  ■  great  mauy  Islands  where 

'  Birds  breed  in  vast  abundance  which  were  of 
(Treat  service  lo  the  iuhabitaute  renidlng  Deur 

'  tham,  for  foiwl  in  the  winter,  atjd  also  for  bait 

Mn  I'alching  (if  fish  during  the  Kummet,  of 
which  valuable  resource  they  are  now  almost 

.'entirely  deprived,  as  great  part  of  the  birds 
are  destroyed  within  a  few  years  by  the  crews 
of  men  who  make  it  their  business  to  kill 

'them  in  their  breeding  season,  for  their 
feathers  (of  which  they  make  a  Trsfiic)  and 

'buminK  the  carcasses,  we  have  applied  lo  get 

'this  with  many  other  gnevauccB  redressed 
hut  have  ^et  only  retamed  a  partial  relief, 

'  therefore  pray  that  an  entire  stop  may  he  put 
to  destroying  the  birds  otherwise  than  for 
food  or  ball  as  before  excepted. 

"  Olive  Oil  and  Cork,  both  articles  very 
neceasBiT  for  the  fishery  if  allowed  lo  he 
imported  here  duty  free,  we  apprehend  would 
not  be  detrimental  to  the  revenue,  and  at  the 
same  time  of  public  utility,  aa  at  present  we 
are  not  allowed  to  import  either,  except  its 
being  firet  sent  to  England,  which  ia  attended 
with  additional  expense. 

•'  When  Bread  and  Flour  it  to  be  pur- 
ohamd  in  Great  Britain  Ireland  and  Quebec 
■t  Twelve  Shillings  per  owt.  it  can  be  supplied 
the  inhabitant  of  (his  Island  at  such  moderate 

■  piicee  as  not  ro  be  a  burthen  or  tax  on  the 
'fishery,  hut  when  it  exceeds  the  price  before 
■quoted,  a  bounty  to  be  granted  on  what  is 


exported  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to 
reduce  it  to  the  SMd  prioe  of  twelve  shillings 
per  cwL  (in  Uritiah  vessels'). 

"  Every  Ship  or  Veesel  that  bringTi 
Faisengeni  to  Newfoundland  not  providrd 
'  with  Masters  (which  is  often  the  case)  the 
Master  oF  such  Vessel  on  hie  arrival  shonld  be 
obliged  lo  enter  Into  Bond,  that  such  men  m» 
do  not  get  employed  during  tbe  sommer  (bjr 
which  means  they  become  very  burtbentome 
here,  and  frequently  through  IdteneM  Bud 
want  commit  Outrages,  Breaking  open  Stores 
and  Shops  for  plunder)  and  are  not  provided 
with  a  Master  in  the  fall,  either  to  cerry  Ibem 
hack  from  where  they  came  or  give  proper 
security  for  their  passage*  aa  that  they  Buy 
not  be  burthen  so  me  here,  which  would 
prevent  a  number  of  Idle  Men  remaining 
here  the  winter,  all  of  that  description  being 
a  great  nuiunce. 

"  It  has  been  a  Custom  lately  wit^ 
aeveral  Masters  of  Vessels  on  their  arrival,  to 
land  many  Passengers  (i;reBt  part  thereof 
unprovid^  for)  aod  then  go  off  with  most  ol 
their  Carpioes  (chiefly  provisions)  supposed 
for  some  part  of  the  United  Stales,  leavioK 
the  aaid  Passengers  and  others  without  erefi 
the  resource  of  their  Cargoes,  fin-  supplying 
them  as  also  the  luhabiiants,  and  by  thla 
means  doubly  distressing  the  I'rade.  Thb 
we  pray  may  be  prevented  in  future  b^  ■ 
clause,  that  every  Vessel  bringing  proviaiODS 
lo  Ibis  Island,  should  not  he  suffertd  to  cany 
away  more  than  sufficient  Stock  for  said 
Vessel's  intended  Voyage,  by  suffering  the 
Exportation,  tbe  Price  here  is  consequently 
enhanced  and  the  InhabitaBts  much  distrasaod 
thereby. 

"  Aa  our  Season  for  prosecuting  the  Fii-h 
is  of  a  short  continuance  the  utmost  Industry 
during  that  period  is  very  requisite,  and 
therefote  the  fewer  innovations  or  inceotltea 
to  draw  the  Servants  off  from  Ihtir  duly 
tbe  Htrictest  their  attention  will  be  in  tbe 
discharge  of  it 

"  Some  few  year*  back  when  the  Fisbnr 
wa*  prosecuted  in  the  Harboar  of  St.  John'*, 
with  great  vigour,  three  to  four  Houses  Public 
by  Licf  noe  for  wnding  Spirituous  and  Malt 
Liquors  were  found  suffloient,  then  the 
•etvant  vrat  obliged  to  apply  to  hia  Sn- 
plnyer  for  Liquor  when,  if  he  made  bad  use 
of  it  getting  inloiicaled  and  thereby  negltct- 
ing  his  duty,  it  was  in  tbe  said  Maslw's 
Power  lo  prevent  the  like  happening  in  future, 
but  within  a  few  years  the  number  ofLicenoed 
Houaes  in  tbe  said  Harbour  are  amounted  to 
more  than  Eighty  ia  number,  many  of  whioh 
are  houses  of  Ill-fame,  whete  the  fishermen 
and  seamen  resort,  snd  get  drunk,  peglectiiig 
their  duty  to  the  great  detriment  of  their 
Employers,  it  often  happening  thiough  oMi 
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this  period,  1  give  in  the  notes  an  account  of  a  few  of  the  caaea  tried 
in  mi.' 


Benanl't  Deselect  (it  it  faw  houn  a  caoiiiiler- 
sblc  loaa  snsueB.  u  fi*h  is  a  periabiog  oom- 
uuiAhj  too  inuoh  earn  tad  iMeation  eaa'i  b« 
paid  It.  To  prevent  (be  like  in  future  we 
pr%y  that  the  nnmber  maj  be  reduoetl  (of 
Hoiuea  LioaDcudJ  for  Salliog  Uijuora)  to 
twelve,  whieh  we  deem  full  suScient  for  the 
Katertaiuneat  both  of  the  iDhatdtants,  ai  veil 
M  Strangere  resoniiu(  to  the  Harbour,  and  lEut 
••eh  peraon  lo  aaUioriied  tu  Vend  Llquon 
•hould  be  obliged  tu  keep  a  Figbing  Shallop 
and  cure  all  the  l^ah  uid  Shallop  maj  catch. 
"  The  Dumber  of  Shopkeepen  and 
Betailere  of  Goods  have  Ipereaaed  late^  in 
St.  John'*  to  Ibe  gieat  detriment  of  the  Fiah 
Gatohtm,  aa  toroiBrlT  emrj  Employer  had 


tram  the  rery  greal  wage*  given  to  them  for 
the  abort  naaon  of  proaeeuting  the  Fiaherj, 
the  profits  arisiDg  from  such  aupplj  was  a 
email  emolumeiit  to  reduce  the  enormoua 
wagee  given,  but  at  present  the  Hasten  are 
deprived  of  this,  bj  their  HerraDts  being 
supplied  at  thoae  Betul  Shops  before  alladed 
to,  who  in  the  &U  of  the  vmt  oollecl  their 
Bills,  in  consequeoce  of  which  the  servants 
are  often  reduced  to  great  distress  during 
the  winier,  to  prevent  which  we  pray  that 
each  Shopkeeper  of  Qooda  may  in  fatore  be 
obligwl  to  keup  a  Shallop  on  ihe  Fiaherr 
otberwiie  to  have  six  months  liberty  to  lull 
ad  bis  Goods  and  leave  this  Istaod,  as  we 
deem  ortrj  persoa  not  immediately  conceroed 
in  the  Fishery  (except  big  Majesty's  ^van  Is) 
is  a  burthen  to  the  Island,  aud  that  every 
Tavern-keeper,  or  other  person,  known  to 
supply  a  Servant  beloogiog  to  or  Bmplnyed 
by  Merchants  or  Boat-keepei-a  in  the  Fishery, 
on  Proof  to  be  fined  Fifty  Pounds. 

"  His  Majesty's  Offieere  baving  lately 
inclosed  large  Spots  of  Ground  contiguous  to 
this  Harbour  for  erecting  Houses,  Planting 
Gardens,  Farms,  ftc,  by  whiob  means  many 
of  the  publie  pathways  leading  to  the  woods 
are  stopped,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  residents 
here,  we  therefore  request  that  no  more 
groudd  may  be  inclosed  for  farms,  or  other- 
wiw,  except  aa  Gardens  lor  Ibe  use  of  the 
said  Officers  families,  which,  when  they  may 
be  recalled  should  go  to  the  next  that  arrives 
aceordiog  lo  their  rank. 

"  We  tberif  ore  request  you  will  deign  to 
take  the  preceding  matters  into  yourseiiou* 
oonsideiation  and  grant  ut  such  redrees  as 
your  Honourable  House  shall  seem  meet  and 
as  in  duly  bound  your  Petitioners  Khali  ever 
pray*  Ac."  —  (Waiibxh's  Lecture,  Apps. 
pp.  s-x*.) 

'  CHIMMAI,    ClSBS    TBIKD    IN    1777. 

The  Jurors  for  our  Lord  Ihe  King,  upon 
Uteit  oath,  pteaent  that  Uichard  Power,  a  native 


of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  labourer,  nol  having 
God  before  bis  eyes,  but  being  moved  and 
seduced  by  the  instigation  of  the  Devil  on  th« 
first  day  of  October  in  the  l.'ithyearof  our 
sovereign  Lord,  Geoif^  the  Thiid,  of  Qreal 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  &c.,&c.  ,  .  , 
At  the  hour  of  about  9  o'clock  in  the  evening 
of  the  same  day.  with  toroe  and  anna  at 
St.  John's,  &o.,  in  and  upon  one  John  Cahlll, 
of  at.  John's,  aforesaid,  merchant,  in  the 
paaee  of  God  and  our  sovereign  Lord  the 
King,  then  and  there  being,  the  aforesaid 
John  Cahill  not  having  any  weapon  then 
drawn,  nor  the  aforesaid  John  CabiU  having 
first  stricken,  the  said  Biebard  Power  felo- 
niously did  make  an  assault,  and  Ibat  be  tha 
aforesaid  Bicbard  Power,  with  a  stone  of  no 
value  which  he  the  said  Itichard  Power  in  bis 
right  hand  then  and  there  bad  and  held,  hit 
Ihe  uid  John  Cabill  in  and  upon  the  «ide  of 
the  head  of  him  Ihe  said  John  Cahill,  the 
aforesaid  John  Cahill  as  is  aforusaid  then  and 
there  not  having  any  weapon  drawn  nor  tba 
aforesaid  John  Cabill  then  and  there  having 
first  stricken,  Ihe  said  Uichard  Power  then 
and  there  feloniously  did  strike,  giving  unto 
him  the  said  Jolin  Cahill  then  and  there  with 
the  stone  aforesaid,  in  form  aforesaid,  in  an^. 
upon  the  left  side  of  the  head  of  him  the  sud 
John  Cabill  one  mortal  stroke  or  blow,  at 
which  ha  the  said  John  Cabill  languished 
until  Che  evening  of  the  24th  Kovember  and 
then  died,  &c.,  &c 

This  is  an  abbreviated  form  of  the  indict- 
ment  against  Power ;  ihere  was  no  evidence  Vt 
Buataia  it.  It  appears  that  Cahill,  a  shop 
keeper  or  merchant,  was  having  a  drunken 
spree  in  bis  bouse ;  some  bo;[e  looked  in 
through  the  window,  so  he  and  other  guesta 
rushed  out  and  struck  the  apectators  with 
sticks;  the  accused,  an  Irinh  "youngster," 
was  paaiing,  and  was  stnick  violent  blows  on 
the  bead  by  Cahill  and  Lawrence  Power,  who 
were  too  drunk  to  distinguish  anyone  ;  after 
being  struck,  Bicbaid  Power  immediately  went 
home,  and  next  day  had  his  wounds  dressed 
by  Dr.  Delaney.  "The  jury  fouui  Ihe  prisoner 
not  guilty,  aud  he  wan  discharged  on  pagMUnl 
of  the /tet</Uu  court. 

Lawrence  Hallabau,  found  guilty  of  forg- 
ing a  bill  of  £8,  was  sentenced  as  follows : 
"  That  yon  be  oarried  back  to  the  place  from 
whence  you  came  aud  thence  be  led  to  the 
plaM  of  exeoutiou  and  there  to  be  banged 
by  the  neok  until  yon  are  Dead,  Dead, 
Dead,  and   the  Lord   have  mercy  on  yaui 

Neit  I^wrence  Uallon.  for  forging  two 
orders  for  20s.  and  ITs,,  received  Ihe  same 
sentence.  Patrick  Knowlan,  for  stealing  a 
counterpane,  value  li'd.,  from  Peter  Prim, 
»ent<;nce;  "That  you  P.  Konwhtn  be  whipped 
by  the  common  vrbipper  wiih  a  haller  about 
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In  the  year  1776  came  into  operation  the  statute  known  in  the 
Colony  as  "  PaUiser's  Act,"  15  Geo,  IIL  c  xxxi.  This  important  measure 
was  very  ably  diswn,  and,  although  somewhat  encumbei'ed  with  the 
involved  and  redundant  verbosity  of  the  pei-iod,  it  was  remarkably 
clear  and  definite  ;  Sir  Hugh's  hand  can  be  traced  in  every  line.  The 
distinct  purpose  of  the  measure  was  to  make  the  Newfoundland  business 
a  British  fishery,  carried  on  by  fishermen  from  England  and  the  King's 
dominions  in  Europe ;  American  colonists  were  rigidly  excluded  from 
any  participation  in  the  bounties  and  other  benefits  granted  by  it. 
The  preamble  clearly  explains  this  object : — • 

"  WhereaH  the  fisberieB  carried  on  hj  H.  M.  eabjects  of  Q.  Britain  nnd  of  the 
British  dominiona  in  Europe  liave  been  found  to  be  the  beet  nnraoFiee  for  able  and 
ezperienoed  seamen,  always  readj  to  man  the  Boyal  Navj  when  ocoasions  reqoire ; 
and  it  IB  therefore  of  the  highest  national  importance  to  give  all  dne  encourage- 
ment to  the  said  fiEheries,  and  to  endeavonr  to  eeonre  the  annual  return  of  the 
fishermen,  sailors,  and  others  employed  therein  to  the  Porta  of  Qreat  Britain  &o. 
at  the  end  of  evorj  fishing  season. 

"  Now  in  order  to  promote  these  great  and  important  purposes  and  with  a  view 
in  the  first  place  to  induce  H.  M.  subjects  to  proceed  earlj  from  the  ports  of  G. 
Britain  to  the  Banks  of  Kewfoundlaud,  and  thereby  to  prosecnte  the  fishery  on 
the  said  banks  to  the  greatest  advantage  it  is  enacted  &c 

"  That  from  and  after  Ist  Janj.  1776  the  bounties  hereinafter  mentioned  shall 

l>e  paid  and  allowed  annually  for  11  years such  Tessels  must 

be  British  built  and  owned  by  British  enhjects  residing  in  England  Ac,  not  less 
than  60  tons  burthen,  not  less  than  15  men  (three  fourths  of  whom  ninst  be  H.  M. 
subjects),  to  be  fitted  and  cleared  out  from  an  English  Port  on  the  Ist  Jannaiy 
each  year ;  they  must  catch  on  the  Banks  not  less  than  10.000  fish  to  be  landed  on 
the  E.  coast  of  Newfoundland  before  the  15th  July  each  year. 

"  Bounty  of  £40  per  ship  to  the  first  25  vessels  making  two  trips  to  the  Banks — 
next  100  vessels  £20  each.  Bounty  for  whale  fishery  £500  to  the  first  Tessel 
arriving  with  the  largest  quantity  of  oil. 

*'  No  person  allowed  to  fieb  in  Newfoundland  except  those  airiv-ing  from  H.  U. 
Sominions  in  Europe  [intended  to  exclude  the  Americans].  PrOTiBtons  to  be 
brought  from  England,  Ireland,  &c.  free.  Fishing  vessels  to  be  free  from  restraint 
and  only  pay  a  Custom  House  fee  of  2b.  6d.    Seal  skins  and  oil  to  be  &ee  of  duty. 

"  No  fishing  Tessels  to  carry  passengers  to  Newfoundland  without  permission. 
Agreement  in  writing  with  fisheimen  obligatory.  No  advance  to  fishermen  to  bo 
more  than  half  their  wages — other  half  on  return  home.  Master  must  prodnce 
Shipping  paper.    Fish  and  oil  liable  preferentially  for  payment  of  servants  wages. 

your  neck,  that  U  to  n;  you  are  to  rMeIre  the  sinie  pDoishmenl  repeated  every  MoDday 

on    your  bare   back   twenty  Isshci    at    the  momiDg ;  to  be    kept  in  prison  till  you  go 

eonnnon   whippios  post,  then  to  be  led  by  aboard." 

tb.  hjlter  lo  a»  iublitk  Pub  imt  oppont.  „„  „j^  „,         ; 

Mr.   Peter   Prims   door  and    there    r«ceiva 

twenty    huhes   as  before,   and  then   led  as  Mcul.  G11.1. 

before   to     the  Tice-Admiral'*  Bench    and  John  SrHirLiiia, 

there    to  receive   twenty  latiheg   ai  before  ;  Edwd.  Whiib. 

to  forfeit  all  your  goodn  and  chuttela  ;    to  Thos.  Donn. 

pay  tbe  charges  of  the  Court,  and  to  dquirt  Edwakd  Lahomar. 

this   Island  by   the  first   vesacl    bound  for  Bobt.  Bvllbt. 

Ireland  never  to  tvtum  <mi  pain  of  haviDg  Ballahan  wan  hung  lOih  Uay  17T7. 
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Penalties  for  misDoiidQct  of  fishermen.  AH  diapates  to  be  determined  hj  Smnons 
Courts  in  Newfoundland  or  bj  Vice  Admiralty  Conrt  [this  was  repealed  as  regards 
Admiralty  Ooorts  by  26  Geo.  III.  cap.  xxvi.  sea.  25]. 

"  Fishermen  to  be  free  from  press  gang.    Duty  of  1/-  per  gallon  on  mm  iVom 
America,  ico. " 

Falliser'a  Act  vas  one  of  the  resultB  of  the  trou'bles  with  America. 
The  bounty  was  given  to  encourage  the  loyal  Colony  of  Newfoundland ; 
by  a,  proviijion  in  the  Act,  Americans,  as  well  as  all  Colonists  outside 
Newfoundland,  were   excluded   from   all   partidpatioa  ia  the  colonial 
fishery.     The  bank  fishery  was  specially  reserved  for  the  subjects  of 
His  Majesty's  dominions  in  Europe.    Hanoverians,  Jersey  men,  &c.  might 
fish ;  but  Canadians,  Nova  Scotians,  and  Bermudians  were  ri^dly  ex- 
cluded by  this  extraordinary  narrow  policy.    As  Ireland  was  at  the  time  in 
strong  sympathy  with  the  American  insurgents,  it  was  thought  desirable 
to  win  over  the  Celts  by  granting  them  the  much-desired  boon  of  free 
trade  with  the  Colonies,  and  a  bounty  for  their  fishery.    The  Irish  were 
BO  much  cODCerDed  with  Newfoundland  at  this  time   that  historians 
speak  of  the  bounty  on  our  bank  fishery  as  given  to  the  Irish  Jfew- 
fouTidland  fishery.   The  trade  between  the  two  countries  at  this  period 
was  large ;  Arthur   Young  speaks  of  the   farmers   around   Waterford 
fottening  pigs  for  our  markets ;  legal  or  illegal,  the  trade  was  carried  on. 
The  West  Countrymen  always  made  a 
provision  that  the  convoy  out  to  New- 
foundland   should    remain    forty-eight 
hours  in  Cork.     The  effect  of  Palliser's 
Act  was   to  increase  the  hank  fishery, 
it  had  no  other  result.     The  provisions 
about    servants'    wages    were    bitterly 
disliked    by  the    West    Country   mer- 
cfaajits,   and   in   every  way   they  tried 
to  evade  the  new  law. 
In  the   years  1787  and   17SS  a  new  trade    question   arose.      The 
Devonshire  men  found  a  formidable  competitor  in  a  most  unlooked-for 
quarter,  Bermuda.     The  whole  story  of  this  sudden  irruption  into  our 
island  of  tlie  Somers  Islanders  and  their  lusty  negroes  is  so  graphically 
described  by  Jeremiah  Coghlan,  that  I  give  his  report  in  full ;  it  is  dated 
25th  October  1788,  St.  John's  :— 

"  Tiiis  new  and  alarming  nndertaking  consisted  this  year  of  thir^  four  sloops 
of  30  to  40  tons  bnrLhen,  from  8  lo  12  men  each,  three  parts  of  whom  consist  of 
robust  able  black  loen,  natiTeB  of  Bermuda,  and  slaves  to  owners  of  said  vessels, 
other  part  were  uld  oonntry  men,  hired  for  splitting,  salting,  and  condncting  things 
tiboard  said  Tessels  on  the  Banks,  and  the  large  vessels  had  each  one  of  oar  expert 
fishermen  to  instruct  the  crew  in  managing  their  lines  and  disengaging  the  hooks 
with  qoicknces  when  swallowed  by  the  cod. 
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*■  TheM  'MBMla  (Muna  vurlf  in  tha'aprtng  (hnn  Barmadft,  ted«ii  vrltk  a>ll  which 
v*B  bronght  from  Tnrki  laluid.  Fart  of  them  p»id  Kaiten  of  our  Sehing  rooms 
2/-  per  qniotal  for  curing  the  fish  thej  Blionld  take.  The  othw  part,  partioularly 
large  sice  aloops,  took  poaaesBiou  at  vooant  ahip'e  or  Kdmirara  rooma  at  difTerent 
parts  to  the  BOnbhward  of  St.  John's  mid  hired  one  experionoed  Master  of  TOTagea 
to  manage  aod  inapect  the  oaring  of  fish,  oconpjiog  tho  said  fishipg  roona  in  tho 
tame  manner  ae  British  ships  lU'e  entitled  to  do. 

"  The  first  trips  these  our  rivals  made  to  the  Grand  Bank,  thej  appeared  as  if 
thej  coald  not  nndergo  the  hardships  of  auch  a  bnsinesa,  and  aa  natives  or  a  more 
eontliem  clitaata  oonld  not  endure  fatigaea;  but  they  aoon  oanvinc«d  tha  Engliah 
fishers  that  thej  were  equal  to  any  yoang  beginnera  who  came  befon  them  j  anct 
to  aid  their  endeavonri  they  were  greatly  favoared  by  a  most  nnoommon  mild 
moderate  season  whioh  was  a  great  encoaragement  to  their  exertions,  and  whiob 
men,  to  the  snrpriso  of  ODrflshermeB.exoeededthem  in  deapatflli,  whloh  appewe  bj 
the  following  aoooiint, 

"  The  nBalleBt  of  theae  TeBsels,  in  July  and  Angost  seldom  eioMd  aight  dayv 
in  making  fishing  trips  to  the  Chrand  Bank  and  in  retarning  loaded  from  th«pce. 
ITor  being  not  only  reuarkably  fast  sailors,  but  also,  when  it  became  oalm,  fre- 
quently the  case  in  those  months,  these  blacke  (shewing  example  of  attention 
for  good  of  their  Masters'  interest  worthy  uotiee  of  onr  people)  rowed  Ihetr  stoops 
from  2i  to  3  miles  per  hour  and  in  working  in  and  out  of  narrow  harbonra  exo«lled 
the  best  of  our  fishing  lugger  shallops.  No  wind  prevented  them  from  getting  on 
the  Banks,  Have  been  told  that  the  Master  of  one  of  onr  banking  ahips  being 
stopped  in  the  Narrows  of  St.  John's  by  a  strong  wind  blowing  from  the  sea  when 
^uod  on  the  Qrand  Bank,  two  of  these  Bermudian  sloops  passed  him  and  woaked 
out  under  low  sail ;  the  next  evening  the  former  got  his  vessel  out  of  Harbonr  also 
and  meeting  a  contrary  time  was  five  days  after  before  he  got  on  the  fishing 
ground,  at  which  time  he  fell  in  with  one  of  the  sloops  before  loentioned  retoming 
with  her  full  take  of  fish  which  her  crew  were  but  four  days  in  catching. 

"  Also  learned  from  Maaters  of  our  Bankers  who  have  been  In  compvty  with 
Bermndiana  on  Banks  fishing  in  August,  that  the  black  men  aboard  of  tham  bacame 
aa  expert  in  catching  fish  aa  old  country  men  and  as  eager  and  attentiTe  lo  catch 
as  any  of  oura  who  are  paid  £4  lOs.  per  1000  fish  for-eatching  onIy--Bome  of  which 
men  have  earned  this  year  £45  slg.  for  their  separate  share  of  a  BankMr'a  voyage. 

"  This  information  discovers  to  you  the  very  great  take  of  flah  ther«  haa  been 
oa  the  Grand  Bank  ftis  past  season,  which  to  a  great  degree  exoesda  any  ai^^ 
year's  take  of  that  KTttcle  within  khe  memory  of  the  oldest  trader  to  this  Oountry ; 
a  circumstance  that  (with  many  enconri^ng  advantages  these  new  Adventurers 
have  in'view  superior  to  fishers  from  England}  must  terminate  to  the  latter'a  pre- 
judice if  not  speedily  taken  under  the  consideration  of  the  Lords  of  Oommittea  of 
Trade  and  Flantaiions  and  muat  oaase  grett  d«c1it)e  to  this  Taloabl*  nvsery  of 
Britiah  seamen. 

"  These  Bttrmudian  fishing  Tcsselsaretoianction  the  subtle  views  of  Amorieana, 
"who  to  erade  the  late  restrictions  laid  on  tbeir  esports,  the  wise  check  given  their 
navigation,  a  wound  their  boasted  liberty  cannot  readily  heal,  are  noir  become 
conoeroed  with  their  second  selves,  the  Bennudians,  in  impoBing  this  n«w  and 
-unexpected  nudertaking  on  Great  Britain. 

"  The  aaid  fiahing  veasela,  the  alarming  rivels  of  Briti^  European  flshera, 
being  manned  with  proprietors'  own  slaves  and  fitted  oat  in  much  ohe^Mr  manner 
than  English  Bankers  will  have  great  superiority  over  the  latter  in  ease  of  a  tmi 
fishery  happening,  the  former  having  no  claim  on  owners  for  wi^es,  which  will 
enable  them  to  undersoil  the  English  taken  fish  and  also  incrodnoe  a  new  mode  of 
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fmgBglingWawBagfcngft*»*»B<»'»tMiIpafcTJwii1»,  li^i'itl  gwy  «m1  aRbr^ 
to  supply  them  with  fish  of  first  quality  u  cheap  as  we  oaa ;  what  the  SpanUb 
market  will  not  conenme  being  each  aa  we  oall  refaso  at  this  market, 

"  Under  oolonr  of  the  said  Banking  resseli  taking  their  fish  from  henee  when 
eared  to  bo  reahipped  on  board  larger  size  Toaaela  at  Bermndaa  and  traotportod 
{rom  thence  to  the  Uediberranean  markets,  protealed  by  oar  passes,  said  vesoels 
will  proceed  to  America  aud  there  reoeive  New  England  fieh  to  the  amoaut  of  two 
thirds  their  oargoe,  and  proceed  with  snoh  to  the  former  markets  which  will  b« 
riTalling  ns  at  the  same.  The  Amerieans  not  daring  to  face  the  Uediterraaeao-oi' 
get  vithin  reach  of  being  made  slarea  by  the  Algerisei,  which  alfo  burdens  their 
Toyages  made  to  the  Straights  with  an  additional  prenaiom  for  iosonuice  that  wt 
markets  can  support  and  which  markets  we  command  at  present.  .  '. 

"  The  fishing  crews,  being  slaves,  the  property  of  people  of  Bermuda  and  mftny 
AmerioBn  blacks,  not  being  within  reach  of  our  men  of  war  in  ease  of  rupluro  with 
Eoropoan  powers  are  only  for  the  aervioe  of  Amerioa  [for  mauning  ibipa  of  war]* 
The  m^or  part  of  these  vessela  will  be  eupplied  with  cordage,  canvas,  iron 
work.  Sec.  from  America  and,  being  a  great  field  for  smuggling  produce  of  that 
oounlry  into  bays  and  creeks  of  Neirfonndland,  these  vessels,  nuder  sanction  of 
taking  fiah,  will  set  aalde  the  reatriotions  on  importation  of  proTisitms  &o.  from  the 
Cootinont,  which  the  greatest  attention  of  the  £ing'a  ships  on  this  elation  caiinot 
prevent,  and  they  will  be  enabled  thereby  to  undersell  us  at  this  market,  and 
maiiilain  their  crews  much  cheaper  than  we  English  fishers. 

"  Th«  obief  agent  who  came  with  our  rival  oodBihers  ftem  Bermuda,  whose 
name  is  Harvey,  Is  a  shrewd  American.  He  openly  declares  there  will  be  100  sAJl 
of  Bermudian  sloops  fishing  on  the  Orand  Bank  next  leason,  and  ie  now  going  to 
London,  having  all  the  bluster  of  the  American  party  to  snpport  him  in  ease  of 
need,  to  make  good  their  establishment  at  this  Island.  The  other  agents  are 
rank  Amerioana ;  also  Nathaniel  Philips  of  St.  John's  who  discovered  himaelf  aQ 
implacable  b  stickler  for  the  Bostoniana  during  the  late  troubles,  ia  the  person  wh9 
undertakeB  to  def^y  all  matters  and  costs  these  mock  Bermndians  are  subject  to; 
and,  tbongh  notwithstanding  the  Act  of  Parliament,  these  Bermudiaus,  as  they  call 
themselTes,  have  been  permitted  by  the  Oovernment  to  all  rights  of  British  Buru- 
peons'  ships  to  the  snrprize  of  every  Englishman,  who  lay  this  evil  at  the  door  of 
the  former's  secretary  [Aaron  tiroham]  a  much  greater  man  than  his  mastor  and 
gavems  this  Island  as  he  thiuke  fit,  of  which  all  the  surrogates  complain  loudly. 
To  set  aside  any  right  of  claim  those  mock  lUudians  can  have  to  disinherit  EngllGh 
fleheTfl,  I  am  solicited  by  a  body  of  English  fishers  to  lay  those  threatening 
nationcU  griewmret  before  yon,  praying  representation  to  Lord  Hawkeabor^  (u 
owing  to  your  judicious  meaBures  when  our  Governor,  the  riae  and  consequence 
of  this  Island  is  become  the  envy  qf  all  nation*)  that  a  better  check  to  New  England 
fishen  [be  arranged]." 

The  BermudiaDB  -were  allowed  to  dry  their  fieh  tim  year,  bat  they 
were  afterwards  rigidly  tabooed,^ 

This  letter,  addressed  to  Sir  Hugh  PalUser — the  mofit  virulent 
opponent  of  our  native  resident  fishermen — gives  a  very  clear  statement 
of  the  case  &om  the  West  Countiy  standpoint.     There  can  ha  very 


I  before   IM*  date,  and  after  they  eDteiprite    had   tn    be    abkudoaM 

were  prohibited  from  laeding  sad  cnriDg  tbeir  reeeived  valasble  informatiOD  on  thia  itulijnj 

fish,  they  carried  it  home  pven  to  B«nnud<.  from    T.    Ueid,    Esq.,    Bermada.      Farther 

Tlie  damp  cliowle  of  their  Itlaud  was  fouad,  mfonnation  viU  be  fuund  in  the  A^ipeiulii.  . 
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little  doubt  that  the  shrewd  Yankees  had  a  haai  in  this  new  dodg& 
The  Nathaniel  Philips  referred  to  was  a  well-known  merchant  in 
St.  John's  ;  he  had  been  the  general  agent  for  the  New  England  trade 
in  Newfoundland  ;  a  close-fisted,  penurious  old  fellow,  who  had  become 
very  rich  "by  saving  of  candle  ends  and  sich";  he  died  in  1 790,  and 
was  buried  in  the  cathedral  burying  ground,  at  the  comer  near 
St-.  Andrew's  Kirk.'  Three  of  his  clerks  were  Henry  Shea  (father  of 
Sir  Ambrose,  and  the  Hon.  Edward  TJ'Alton  Shea),  Qea  liilly  (afler- 
Vards  Judge  Lilly,  father  of  the  late  R.  R.  W.  LUly,  Q.C.>,  and  WiUiam 
Lilly,  of  Harbour  Grace.  Philips  was  navy  agent  all  through  the  first 
American  war ;  Hunt  Stabb  &  Preston  during  the  war  of  1812.  Philips' 
name  figures  largely  in  the  judicial  records ;  he  had  very  lai:;ge  dealings, 
and  appears  frequently  as  a  harsh  creditor,  screwing  and  selling  up 
Bome  imfortunate  out-harbour  planter. 

Under  the  administration  of  the  admiral -governors,  there  was  a 
curious  blending  of  judicial  and  executive  functions ;  their  excellencies 
wanted  to  have  a  hand  in  everything.  We  find,  for  instance. 
Governor  Montague  issuing  an  order  to  the  sheriff,  John  Philips, 
to  hang  Hallahan,  and  fixing  the  time  for  his  execution.  On  many 
occasions  he  not  only  manufactured  a  kw  to  suit  the  special 
exigencies  of  the  case,  but  also  invented  a  puDiFhment.  He  fined 
publicans  for  a  first  or  second  offence,  deciding  that  for  a  third 
they  are  to  be  banished  to  Ireland.  For  fishermen  disobeying  the 
commands  of  their  skippers  he  ordered  first  a  forfeiture  of  all  their 
wages,  and  secondly  that  tliey  should  be  imprisoned  and  then  sent  on 
board  a  man-of-war,  never  to  return  to  the  Colony. 

At  this  period  of  our  history  there  had  grown  up  a  considerable 
trade  with  Greenock,  Glasgow,  and  Belfast,  besides  the  long  standing 
commercial  intercourse  with  Waterford.  Representations  were  made 
by  the  chief  magistrates  of  these  towns  about  the  state  of  the  civil 
government  in  the  Colony,  or  rather  the  want  of  any  efficient  and 
orderly  administration  of  law  or  government'    Being  anxious  to  increase 

'  In  Philips'  time  clerkti  bod  a  Teiy  hard  beard  of  in  a  Chriitian  couutry  I  kI;  on  jour 
life,  they  were  treated  almoet  like  menial  doing  that  justice  to  the  injured  pixtiM  their 
»e[vaDts.  One  da;  Michael,  Philips'  faithful  unhappj'  case  requires,  and  doubt  not  there 
old  IriihserTant,  told  hU  master  the  appalliag  maj  be  nonie  well  diipo«ed  people  (here 
news  that  the  yoong  geotlemen  wanted  a  who  will  be  happy  to  render  jod  ererj  aesist- 
chauge  in  Ihetr  dinner — all  tbree  hail  declared  uice  towacds  thii  diaeoTei;,  and  am  gwitle- 
tbej  would  eat  pork  no  longer.    "  Not  eat      men, 

pork,"  said  the  old  man  in  a  fiirioui  rage,  •■  Your  very  humble  aervant, 

**  111  '"■I"'   'em  eat  pork  nntil  the  briallei  "  J.  Montaook. 


"  To  John  Follelt  & 

n.  -r.  „  Jm,  Jackson,  J.P.'e, 

»  Wbbok  cr  THB  "Tboib  Febrbb."  Trepafwey." 

"  Aa  every  part  of  the  conduct  of   the  [This  letter  relates  to  the  wreck   and 

people  at  and  about  St.  Marie'*  concerned  in  plundering   of    the   French   Hchooner   Troit 

this   traiifaction   appeniH    to    me    the   most  Fieres,  of    Guaduloupe,   l*i'rro  Barthelemj 

^'     'inn   and  barbuMus   proceeding   I   ever  Bloum,  master,  in  April  ITIT.j 
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tBeir  profitable  budnesA  with  tbe  Island,  tbey  repreeented  the  deplorable 
state  of  afiairs  to  the  Ministry,  bat  all  to  no  purpose.  Grievous  com- 
plainta  were  made,  especially  about  the  administration  of  justice — ■ 
Governor  after  Governor  represented  the  matter  to  the  Crown,  but 
without  effect. 

Bear-Admiral  Montagun  remained  until  1778.  In  July  of  that  year 
France  reoc^nised  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  and  declared 
war  against  England.  This  step  had  been  in  oontemplatiou  for  some 
time;  in  the  autumn  of  1777  all  the  French  fleet  in  Newfoundland, 
both  men-of-war  and  merchantmen,  had  been  suddenly  ordered  to 
return  to  France.  On  the  Governor's  departure  from  the  Colony  at 
the  usual  time,  in  both  the  autumn  of  1776  and  1777,  he  had  left  two 
frigates  and  two  armed  vessels  at  St  John's  and  Placentla,  and  at  the 
earnest  request  of  the  merchants  in  1777  a  frigate  remained  on  the 
coast  up  to  the  26th  of  November  to  con- 
voy the  fiah  vessels  to  the  Mediterranean. 

There  is  very  little  interesting  matter 
in  the  records  during  Governor  Edwards' 
tenure  of  o£Sce.^     He  was  a  very  careful 
and  attentive  administrator.  All  available 
means  were  used  to  strengthen  the  defences 
of  the  Colony  ;  nine  men-of-war,  between 
three  and  four  hundred  volunteers,  and 
about   four  hundred    and    fifty   regular 
troops   were  undei'   his   command ;    bat- 
teries  were    established   at    Quidi    Vidi, 
Cnckold's  Cove,  Amherst  Tower,  Frede- 
rick's Battery,  Chain  Bock  Battery,  Fort  oomKOR  uca 
William,  Fort  Townshend,  and  at  Petty          '*™"  ""  "vranne  after  xxnfi. 
Harbour,  and  in  the  Torbay  and    Bay  Bulla  Boada  ;    a  ship  waa 
moored   at   Kiver  Head   to  defend   the   path   leading   into   the   town 
from   Bay   Bulls ;    the   volunteers   when    under    arms   were   allowed 
rations,  pay,  and  each  half  a  pint  of  rum  per  diem.    About  £6,000 
in   specie    to    pay   troops   and   volunteers,   and  eight   hundred   stand 
of  arms,  were  sent  out  from   England.      Edwards  acknowledges  in 

1  Bicbud  Edwards  moit  not  be  eonfosed  came  H«M-Adiniral  at  the  Bine,  Mid  soon 

wttll   the  Govemor   of   the   sune    name    in  after  waa  sent  to  the  NewTomidlsjid  Btatlon ; 

OeoTftc   Il.'a  reign.      He   vu    appointed   a  he  resigned   thii  poit  in  April  1782  on  the 

Comnuuider  in  1747,  and  in  1777  waa  Captain  change  of  administration.    Edwards  saw  veij 

of  U  J1,S.  Sandmeh  (90)  at  Ushant,  under  little  actire  service ;  he  died,  at  an  advanced 

Admiral  Keppel,  where  his  ship  anSered  very  age,    in    1794.  —  (Chibmock'b   Biagrapkia 

•ererelj.     He  was  a  witness  at  the  subseqaent  Naoalit.') 
Mtut.maniaL    On  19th  March  1779,  he  \ii>- 
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gmteful  t«rmB  the  loyalty  of  thtt  Kewfotindlaod  pot>aktion;  their 
active  exertiobs  to  defend  the  Colony,  their  cheerful  nibminaon  to 
military  rule  and  discipHne,  and  their  valuable  aid  in  perfecting 
the  defences,  both  of  tlie  capita  and  the  pntports.  Beyond  tampering 
with  the  guns  at  Eenewa,  there  is  not  a  single  complaint .  of  disloyalty 
or  disaSecUon. 

All  through  1780  St  John's  was  kept  ia  a  state  of  vigilant  watch- 
fulness about  the  grsat  Fronoh  fleet,  with  a  hundred  transports,  that 
Itiad  bailed  from  Brest  on  May  2nd ;  its  destiny,  however,  was  the 
United  States,  not  Newfoundland.  During  all  tlie  first  American  con- 
teet^no  foreign  men-of-war— either  Fren<Ji,  Spanish,  or  Aiierican- — made 
any  serious  attack  on  the  Island.    Newfoundland  suffered  much  from 


^om  a  lAotoi^raph. 

tfie  scardty  and  deamess  of  provisions,  which  had  all  to  be  imported 
from  England,  as  well  as  coal.  On  the  other  hand  she  enjoyed  all  the 
flsUery— hank  and  shore— without  a  rival ;  prices  were  good  and  the 
harvest  of  the  sea  abundant.  On  the  whole,  the  war  time  was  a 
prospOTOHB  period  in  Newfoundland  history. 

There  were,  however,  many  American  privateers  hovering  about  the 
coast.  They  did  most  damage  to  the  planters  at  Fogo  and  Twillingate. 
In  August  1780  Edwards  writes  that  "  already  he  has  captured  five 
American  privateera,  but  they  are  in  force  on  the  coast."  With  the 
strong  naval  armament  then  cruising  about  Newfoundland  they  did 
not  ventuTd  on  our  shores,  except  in  the  eariy  spring,  when  they  might 
do  mischief  to  thd  northward,  or  late  in  the  autumn,  when  tlie  fleet  had 
sailed  for  England.    Beyond  destroying  a  few  flahing  boats  and  stages- 
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fbey  did  not  do  much  seHom  ii^ary  on  the  sotitli  const.  Some  oE'thei 
atuiJl  ouUying  Hettlemeats  were  plundered  by  ski)iper8  who  had  beea 
tritden  to  the  Isluid.  They  boldly  sailed  their  vessala  right  into  the 
wbarvM,  and  then  requisitioned  the  inhabitanta  aod  oarried  off  all  the 
sailors  th»y  required.  Several  attempts  Trere  made  to  attack  Carbooear 
and  Harbour  Grace,  but  they  were  succeesfully  defended  by  the  well* 
Duumed  batteries  DD  the  ifilauda.  They  wldom  veatursd near  Bt  John's; 
one  privateer — a  brig  of  twelve  guns — is  mentioned  in  a  letter  from 
Renews,  but  she  did  not  dare  to  enter  the  harbour,  which  was  fortified 
with  six  guns. 

Many  of  their  ships  wer«  captured,  A  silent  witness  to  the  smart- 
tieas  of  the  Boyal  Navy  in  these  days  lay  for  a  lon^  time  snok  at  Biver 
Head— the  American  privateer  Qtorge.  In  1781,  in  the  early  spring, 
H.M^  Pluto  was  lying  in  St  John's  Harbour  dismantled ;  news  was. 
brought  in  by  a  fisherman  at  daybreak  that  two  American  privateera 
were  cruising  off  Bay  BuUd,  and  bad  captured  several  fishing  vessels  ; 
before  eight  o'clock  thftt  morning  the  Pluto  was  made  ready  for  sea, 
and  before  sundown  she  returned  to  St.  John's  with  the  two  captured 
Americans.  One  of  these,  the  George,  was  found  in  1 882,  when  the 
dock  was  being  built  In  Uie  second  American  war  of  1812  there  were 
far  more  Yankee  vessels  captured  than  in  the  revolutionary  conflict. 

In  1780,  one  of  the  English  squadron,  H.M.S.  Antelope,  Captain 
:^eppel,  R.N.,  Mniising  on  the  banks,  fell  in  with  and  captured  the 
American  armed  packet  Mercury,  with  Mr.  Lawrence  on  board.  Aa 
the  vessels  approached  each  other  a  packet  was  thrown  by  Henry 
Idurence,  the  American  envoy  to  Europe,  from  the  American  vessel ; 
a  sailor  from  the  English  frigate  dived  overboard,  and  brought  up  the 
package,  whicii  contained  the  secret  negotiations  then  being  carried 
On  by  the  Americans  with  France  and  Holliwd ;  by  the  smartne<is  of 
tliis  plucky  tar,  England  was  put  in  possession  of  all  the  designs  of  he^ 
enemies. 

In  1781  the  memorable  capture  of  York  Town  and  the  surrender 
of  lord  Comwallis  demonstrated,  even  to  the  obstinate  old  king,  thai 
the  Americans  were  not  to  be  brought  back  to  their  allegiance;  next 
year  (178S)  preliminaries  of  peace  were  signed  between  England  and 
America,  although  the  United  States  had  solemnly  bound  themselves 
with  France  to  make  no  separate  treaty, 

.  Daring  the  American  war  England  had  been  gallantly  fighting  the 
three  greatest  naval  powers  of  Europe  and  their  colonies,  as  well  as  her 
own  rebellious  provinces.  The  British  lion  was  a  little  torn  and  ragged 
after  these  desperate  encounters  with  French,  Spanish,  Dutch,  and 
Amefjcaos  but  eveiywhere  he  had  held  his  own.    Incapable  generals. 
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timid  admirals,  and  divided  counselloro  liad  blundered  and  qnairelled 
over  their  stupid  mistakes,  yet  England,  in  1783,  was  more  thaa  a  matcli 
for  her  four  antagonista.  France,  Spain,  aud  Holland  were  utterly 
bewared  and  routed,  America  -was  at  her  wita'  end,  the  old  country  was 
full  of  pluck  and  vigour,  the  national  spirit  was  aroused,  ships  and 
re^ments  were  being  offered  to  the  Government.  Our  old  Qovernor 
Rodney's  crowning  victory  at  Domenica  showed  the  world  what  English 
sailors  could  do  when  properly  led. 

In  1783  came  the  Treaty  of  Versailles,  in  which  the  Imperial 
Government  had  once  more  an  opportunity  of  settling  her  North 
American  fisheries  oa  a  permanent  and  satisfactory  basis.  The  United 
States — always  the  spoiled  child  of  diplomacy — though  she  had 
separated  from  England,  dumed  a  right  to  the  coast  fishery  in  the 
English  provinces.  One  of  her  first  modest  demands  from  England  was 
Canada — she  had  previously  divided  Newfoundland  provisionally  with 
France.  However,  as  Mr.  Oswald,  the  first  English  diplomatist,  an 
English  merchant  well  acquainted  with  American  affairs,  would  not 
listen  to  any  of  these  proposals,  they  dropped  Canada  after  their  first 
interview,  but  they  actually  gained  the  right,  in  a  modified  form,  to  the 
coast  fishery  about  Newfoundland  and  the  maritime  provinces.  In 
brazen  effrontery  and  diplomatic  roguery  the  simple  Quaker  printer, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  taught  European  diplomatists  a  lesson  which  they 
have  never  forgotten.' 

With  respect  to  Newfoundland,  we  were  again  sacrificed  by  Mr.  Alleyne 
Fitzherbert,  afterwards  Lord  St.  Helen's.  Every  detail  of  this  important 
treaty  had  been  agreed  on  after  protracted  discussion,  only  the  fisheries 
remained.  The  French  claimed  the  exclusive  right  to  the  Newfoundland 
fishery  from  Cape  John  to  Cape  Bay.  Fitzherbert  told  them  the 
English  Ministry  deured  not  give  away  British  territory  on  the  Island, 
and  he  could  put  no  such  terms  in  the  treaty.  There  was  a  dead-lock ; 
the  French  would  not  give  way,  both  nations  were  anxious  for  peace. 
The  diplomatists  wanted  to  show  their  ability  by  finding  some  way  out 
of  the  di£Sculty.  At  last,  says  Fitzherbert,  "  I  ventured  to  propose  as 
"  a  mezzo-termine  (tnking  care,  however,  to  add  that  the  proposition 
"  came  from  myself)  that  the  exclusive  right  should  not  be  mentioned 
"  in  the  treaty,  but  that  we  should  promise  miniateridmeTit  to  secure 
"  it  to  the  French  fishermen  by  means  of  proper  instructions  to  that 
"  effect  to  the  government  of  Newibundland."  To  this  the  Count  de 
Tergennes  assented.    The  whole  transaction  was  dishonest ;  there  was 

'  Bead  Wedderhnrn's  ittaeli  od  FranUin  sboal  ihe  stolen  Whatflej  cbirMpondeDce. 
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to  be  a  sham  treaty,  signed  and  set  before  the  English  House  of 
CoDunoDs ;  the  real  treaty  was  to  depend  on  the  word  of  the  minister, 
and  afterwards  on  the  duclaiation  of  the  king.     The  treaty  says  : — 

"Article  IV. — That  Hia  Majesty  the  King  of  Grent  Britain  is  mainbaineil  in  hia 
right  to  the  Island  of  Newfoundland  and  to  the  adjacent  lelande,  as  the  whole  were 
assnred  to  him  by  the  13th  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  except  the  Islands  of 
St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  which  arc  ceded  in  fall  right  by  the  present  Treaty  to 
His  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

"Article  V. — That  the  King  of  France,  in  order  to  prerent  the  quarrels  which 

have  hitherto  arisen  between  the  two  nations  of  England  and  Prance,  consents  to 

renoDuce  the  right  of  fishing  which  belongs  to  him  in  virtne  of  the  aforesaid  article 

ol    the  Treaty    of    Otrp.ht    from  Cape 

Bonafists   to    Cape    J' an 

And  His  Majesty  thd  Kirg  of  Great 
Britain  consents  on  hia  part  that  in 
the  fishery  assigned  to  the  eubjecta  of 
His  Most  Christian  Maj'tnty,  beginning 
at  the  said  Cape  John,  passing  to  the 
north  and  descending  by  the  Wext  Coaat 
of  Newfoundland  to  Cape  Ray,  the 
French  fishermen  shall  enjoy  the  fishery 
as  they  had  the  right  to  enjoy  that 
which  was  « ^signed  to  them  by  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht  ' 

The  declaration  3rd  Sept,  1783 
states: — 

"  The  King  having   entirely  agreed 

witV  the  French  King  upon  the  articles 

of  ,he  definite  treaty,  will    seek   every 

n-jans  which  shall  not   only  insure  the 

execution    thereof,  with  his   accustomed 

LOBD  n.  hblen's.  good   faith    aud   punctuality  i    but    will 

Fnm  an  tngravtMe  in  Iht  B.M.  besides  give,  on   his   part,    all    possible 

efficacy  to    the    principles    which   shall 

prevent  even  the  least  foundation  of  dispute  for  the  future, 

"  To  this  end,  and  in  order  that  the  fishermen  of  the  two  nations  may  not  give 
cause  for  daily  quarrels.  His  Britannic  Majesty  will  take  the  most  positive 
measures  tor  preventing  his  subjects  from  interfering  in  any  manner^  by  their 
competifion,  with  the  fishery  of  the  French  during  the  temporary  exercise  of  it, 
which  is  granted  to  them  upon  the  Coasts  of  Newfoundland;  and  he  wUl  for  this 
purpose  cause  ihejij:ed  eetllemenU  which  shall  he  formed  there  to  be  removed.  His 
Britannic  Majesty  will  give  orders  that  the  French  fishermen  be  not  incommoded 
in  cutting  the  wood  necessary  for  the  repairs  of  their  acaffolda.  huta  and  fishing 
vessels," 

It  is  perfectly  clear  that  tlie  English  envoy  virtually  promised  to  give 
France  exclusive  rights  from  Cape  John  to  Cape  Kay,  but  the  Ministry 
dare  not  put  it  in  the  Treaty— the  daises  about  Newfoundland  were 
most  unpopular.  Fox  and  Burke  tore  away  every  vestige  of  credit  from 
the  Peace  of  Versailles,  and  the  Ministry  were  turned  out.  This  is  the 
secret  of  the  dubious  character  of  the  declaration ;  nowhere  does  it 

/     p.  2738.  ^ 
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mention  exclusive  rights,  ueiUier  in  the  proclamation  issned  hy  the 
Governors,  nor  in  the  Act  28  George  IIL  c  xxv. ;  Lord  Palmerston 
might  well  say:  — 

"  In  no  sunilar  inetrainent  whicli  liu  ever  come  nnder  tho  notice  of  the  BritiBh 
GoTemment,  ia  so  importuit  »  conceseion  m  atx  exolnsiTe  priTilege  of  thii 
description,  announced  in  terme  eo  loose  and  indefinite. 

"  Bxclasive  rights  are  pririleges  which  trom  tho  Teiy  natare  of  things,  ftre 
likely  to  be  injnrioiiB  to  parties  who  are  thereby  debarred  from  some  exercise  of 
indnBtiy  in  which  they  would  otherwise  engage.  Sach  rights  are  therefore  certain 
to  be  at  some  time  or  other  dispnted,  if  there  is  any  maintainable  gronnd  for 
oontesting  them ;  and  for  these  reasons  when  negotiations  have  intended  to  grant 
exclnsire  rights,  it  has  been  their  inTariabte  practice  to  convey  snoh  rights  in. 
tUreot, 'DDqnalifled,  and  comprehensive  terms,  so  aa  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
fntnre  dispute  or  donbt. 

"  In  the  present  case,  however,  snoh  formsof  expression  are  entirely  wanting, 
and  the  claim  pnt  forward  on  the  part  of  France,  is  founded  eimplj  npon  inference 
and  npon  an  assumed  interpretation  of  words." 

This  is  a  very  ably  written  despatch.  It  appears  to  me,  however, 
after  having  carefully  read  the  immenee  corrcBpondence  on  ihb 
Bubject,-that,  notwithstanding  fill  the  hair-splitting  letters,  the  French 
ailment  that  they  have  b  prior  claim  to  the  fishing  on  the  Treaty 
Shore  had  great  force,  and  if  they  had  been  able  to  occupy  every 
inch  of  the  ground  with  their  fishing  operatione,  from  Cape  John  to 
Cape  Bay,  they  could  maintain  their  position  ;  but,  nnfortunately  for 
them,  tliey  never  couM  do  so,  and  the  inexorable  Jogic  of  events — the 
failing  shore  fishery  and  the  permanent  settlement  of  so  many  British 
subjects  on  the  chore  (wliich  was  originally  enicowraged  by  the  French), 
and  the  settlers'  persistence  in  fishing— has,  at  present,  reduced  the  French 
treaty  rights  to  mere  barren  privileges.  They  can  have  no  permanent 
buildings  of  any  kind,  they  cannot  remain  behind  to  look  after  their 
property,  and  the  codfish — their  chief  end  and  aim— has  forsaken  the 
coast,  except  in  the  early  spring,  when  the  western  shore  men  snatch  a 
voyage  before  the  French  arrive,  and  in  the  autumn  take  another  good 
trip  or  two  after  they  have  left.  The  assertion  of  French  right  has,  in 
our  days,  become  a  mere  dog-in-the-manger  policy.  Add  to  this  the  fact 
that  they  have  virtually  abandoned  the  treaty  shore,  and  that  about  a 
dozen  old  brigs  and  two  hundred  French  fishermen  now  represent  the 
whole  commercial  status  of  France  on  this  much-disputed  territoiy.' 

VesneU.  Todb.  Hen. 

!St.  JuIieDB        •  t  I  804  11 

Port  au  Cboiz  -  •  I  804  II 

He  St.  Jean     -  -  S  407  SI 

Cap  Boage       •  -  S  SSS  38 

Le  Croc  -        •  -  S  fi98  86 

He  RoDge        .  -  i  jia  7 

We^t  Coast     .  -  4  614  8S 
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'  Whilst  the  French  have  diniinished,  the  English  population  has  increased, 
and  now  numbers  over  thiHeen  tkouaaiid  permanent  settlers. 

The  whole  French  case  at  the  present  day  rests  on  tlie  declaration  oE 
George  III.,  a  secret,  fraudulent  proceeding;  foreign  diplomdtists  would 
at  once  have  found  a  way  out  of  such  a  premise — England  did  not  do  so. 
The  strongest  assurance  the  Emperor  Nicholas  could  give  was  "  on  the 
honour  of  an  English  gentleman."  Whatever  one  may  think,  therefore, 
either  of  the  legality  or  of  the  morality  of  the  Boyal  declaration,  it  was 
clearly  binding  on  the  English  Government  until  abrogated  by  war  ;  the 
original  Trenty  of  Utrecht  liad  a  clear  meaning  it  gave  the  French  a 
concurrent  fishery,  regulated  and  controlled  exclusivdy  by  English 
autliorlties ;  our  history  shows  that  this  was  the  uniform  system  on 
■which  it  was  carried  on  up  to  17S3.  It  is  an  elementary  rule  of 
internatioual  law  that  the  sovereign  power  alone  exercises  authority 
within  its  own  territory.  Whatever  rights  France  may  have  on  the 
Newfoundland  treaty  shore,  tliey  must  be  carried  out  under  English 
supervision  and  control;  neither  France  nor  any  otlier  foreign  power 
can  exereise  coercive  jurisdiction  on  English  territory.  It  will  appear 
strange  to  many  English  readers,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  England 
has  never  maintained  this  principle  until  the  last  few  years.  Lord 
Salisbury  was  tiie  fitat  English  minister  to  put  his  foot  down  firmly  and 
declare  that  no  French  oflScer  would  be  permitted  to  seize  English  boats, 
cut  English  nete,  or  to  drive  English  fishermen  out  of  their  own  liarboura' 

We  have  seen  in  the  foregoing  pages  some  of  the  outrageous  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts  of  justice  in  their  criminal  proceedings,  mainly 
directed  ngainst  poor  Irish  Boman  Catholics;  subsequently  these 
absui-d  tribunals  went  further  and  filled  up  the  measure  of  their 
iniquity.  A  more  incongruous  caricature  of  law  and  justice  can 
hardly  be  imagined  than  the  so-called  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer. 
The  chief  justice  at  one  time  was  the  Church  of  England  ministtr, 
the  Rev.  Edward  Langman ;  at  another  time  the  ordnance  storekeeper. 
White  (later  on  the  naval  officer,  sworn  broker,  sole  notary  public  and 
sole  auctioneer).  The  most  cruel  proceedings  were  under  his  tenure  of 
the  chief  justiceship.  In  1785  he  had  grown  ao  arrogant  that  ho 
refused  to  serve  as  a  justice  unless  he  was  made  keeper  of  the  Rolls ;  on 
the  6th  of  October  of  that  year  Governor  Campbell  therefore  struck  his 
name  off  the  Commission  of  the  Peace,    The  two  caees  I  am  about  to 

'  TheHoQseof  CommonB,iiiOcloberl898,  them  from  selling  herring  e]cccp(  to  French 

w»B  mnch  R^lUt«^d  at  &  notice  given  by   tho  veBBels,    and,  it   follows  as  a   cooae^ueucu. 

Commander  of  H.M, it /'eiinui  to  ihe  English  »t  the  prices  (he  French  chose  to  give  for 

mhabitBDlD  of  SL  George's  Buy,  prohibiting  them. 
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refer  to  are  set  forth  folly  in  the  parliamentary  report  on  the  courts  of 
justice   in  Newfoundland,    and    ako    in     the  manuscript  history    of 
Dr.  Gardner  of  Boston,  U.S.^     In  the  summer  of  1784  a  French  brig 
was  lost  at  Greenspond. 
Dr.  Gardner  saya : — 

"  Finding  that  the  Teasel  mnst  be  lost  altogether,  eome  of  the  Planters  at 
Greenspond  made  free  with  some  of  the  property  on  board  which  occasioned  the 
French  Captain  to  go  to  St.  John's  wid  complain  to  the  jndgo  of  the  Vice- Admiralty 
Conrt,  who  immediately  issued  ont  a  Bnmmons  againBt  sixteen  of  the  principal 
planters,  who  he  pretends  had  plundered  his  ship,  and  in  the  height  of  the  fishing 
seaaon  thej  were  sent  prisoners  to  St:.  John's  to  be  tried  for  Iheir  lives  and  for  that 
purpose  detained  there  in  costody  until  October ;  at  the  same  time,  previous  to  the 
trial,  their  efEeots  were  attached;  the  conseqaence  was  tliat  upwards  of  £1500  is 
said  to  have  been  lost  l^  this  nnlawfal  act. 

"  The  men  were  all  acquitted  except  one  who,  being  found  guilty  of  baring 
endeavonred  to  secrete  some  goods  from  on  board  the  wreck,  was  condemned  to  die, 
bnt  so  shocking  was  this  decree  for  a  fanltor  crime  which  in  this  country  [America] 
would  be  deemed  petit  larceny  that  the  Freoch  Oaptain  and  the  prosecutors 
petitioned  the  Governor  to  pardon  him,  who  humanely  complied  with  the  request. 
The  poor  man,  by  name  George  Clarke,  was  so  shocked  at  the  treatment  he 
BUstained  together  with  the  loss  of  his  property  which  was  all  sold  by  order  of  the 
Jndge  of  the  Yice<  Admiralty  Court  (and  the  amount  is  now  in  his  hands),  that  he 
came  to  England  and  soon  died  of  grief. 

"It  is  melancholy  to  relate  that  some  of  these  poor  men  were  tried  for  their 
lives  merely  for  having  a  dozen  spike  nails  found  upon  them,  which  they  delivered 
np  to  the'  first  person  who  appeared  to  reoeive  them.  The  cmelty  of  these 
proceedings  needs  no  oomment.  Had  a  Conrt  been  instituted  directly,  and  a 
person  acquainted  with  the  laws  appointed  to  try  them  on  the  spot,  the  injured 
would  have  been  redressed,  and  the  guilty,  if  any,  punished,  and  those  industrious 
men  by  being  employed  in  the  fishery  during  the  season  enabled  to  make  good 
their  payments  to  their  employers,  or  bail  might  have  been  taken  for  their  appear- 
ance  after  the  fishing  season  was  over.  But  that  would  not  have  united  the  purpoM 
of  the  Admiralty  Court  at  St.  John's,  the  fees  of  which  are  mtwt  enormous.    .    ,  ,"' 

The  following  statement  is  taken  from  the  sworn  evidence  of 
Bichard  Routh,  Collector  of  the  Customs — afterwards  appointed  Chief 
Justice  by  the  British  Government : — 

"  For  the  sole  pnrpose  of  fees  the  Uagistrates  licensed  108  Public  Hoases  in 
St.  John's  alone  at  4}  guineas  each ;  one-half  of  this  went  to  the  three  Justices, 
the  other  half  to  the  Public  funds. 

'  Dr.  Gardner  wss  a  leading  physician  in  be  died  at  a  very  advanced  age.    He  wu  % 

Boston,  the  first  to  inirodace  TBccinatioD  into  maadistinguitihedtorhigh  Gbaracter.for active 

New  England;  besides  his  practice  he  carried  l^enevolence,  and  stem  unbending  loyalty.   Bii 

on  a  large  wholctale  drug  bueioeBS,  supplying  bi^lorj  is  in  mannscript  <B,M.  Md.  15493), 

^1  the  Ka«teni  States  wiUi  his  medicines  i  by  I  regret  I  have  only  space  to  make  a  faw 

this  means,  which  was  a  great  innovation  on  eicracte  from  It. 

esiablished  practices,  he  made  a  large  fortune,  >  This   story  is  not  a  bit   ezaggented. 

with  wbichhefonnded  the  town  of  "Gardner,"  The  case  is  reported  shortly  in  the  ttecords, 

io  Maine)  lie  was   an  ardent  Royalist,  and  2S  Oct.  1T64.— The  Frencli  brig  was  called 

when  the  British  troops  left  Roston  he  followed  J,' A  cHffe,  the  maater'a  name  Y.  le  I'omelle, 

tliem,and  came  down  to  Newfoundland;  after  Louis    Gouilion    was    second    master,   and 

the  RevolnlioD  be  returned  to  Boston,  where  Fraoj.  Gouilion,  suigeon. 
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"  There    irere    other  means  of  increasing  their  incomes  by  fines  the  most 

oppreflsive A  poor  inofionaive  taylor  rForeham]had  for  several  days 

[in  the  sninmer  of  1783]  been  intoxicated  and  waa  by  that  means  rendered  insane  j 
in  this  situation  he  atTronted  his  neighbour,  a  widow  woman,  with  improper 
langongc,  aconsing  everyone  of  robbing  him.  She  being  unacquainted  with  the 
state  of  his  mind  applied  to  the  magiBtratea.  The  tajlor  was  sammoned  bnt 
rogardtess  of  every  event  [in  his  insane  condition]  he  did  not  appear.  He  was  fined 
for  oontempt  of  Ooart  one  handred  and  fifty  "poundi  and  his  property  attached  for 
the  amonnt.    .    .    ." ' 

The  three  ma^»trates  divided  the  fines;  this  would  not  be  a  bad 
day's  work.  Bouth  says  there  was  not  a  single  instaace  of  a  poor  maa 
recovering  against  a  merchant  before  these  justices  except  one.  A 
jadgment  was  ^ven  against  a  man  named  O'Driscoll,  of  Bay  Bulls,  in 
the  matter  of  Brook's  estate ;  as  he  was  passing  along  the  street,  down- 
hearted about  his  case,  which  spelled  min  for  him,  a  friend  pointed  out 
Prince  William  Henry  (afterwards  William  IV.) ;  "  get  him  to  plead 
yonr  case  agen,"  said  the  Irish  friend,  "  and  bedad  you  will  win  before 
ould  judge" ;  so  O'Driscoll  accosted  the  Prince,  told  him  his  miserable 
story,  and  the  Prince,  a  jolly  good-natured  sailor,  went  off  with  him  hot 
foot  to  the  justice,  and  pleaded  his  cause  so  ably  that  judgment  was 
given  in  his  favour ;  the  first  case,  it  is  alleged,  old  Mr,  Gill  ever  gave 
against  a  merchant 

The  following  account  of  the  Newfoundland  courts  of  law  was 
written  in  1784  by  Dr.  Gardner: — 

"  The  present  Ooremment  of  Newfoundland  such  as  it  is,  is  in  the  Admiralty ; 
they  Bend  ont  an  Admiral  annually  for  the  Governor,  who  resides  at  St.  John's  the 
capital  of  the  Island  dnring  the  fishing  season,  which  generally  lasts  near  or  quite 
four  months.  His  Commission  authorizes  him  to  appoint  Oonrts  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  and  Jnstioee  of  the  Peace  in  any  Harbour  in  the  Island;  there  are  like- 
wise Justice  Coorts  appointed  by  him  to  be  held  at  SL  John's  once  every  week 
[they  were  held  twice  a  week — on  Tuesdays  and  Fridays].  These,  with  the  Court 
of  Tioe- Admiralty,  are  the  only  Courts  instituted  in  the  Island. 

' '  The  present  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  wbo  tiie  Governor  seems  to  make  the  head 
of  the  Law  Department,  was  obliged  to  leave  this  oonntry  about  thirty  years  ago. 
and  went  to  the  Bay  of  Bulls  at  Newfoundland,  where  he  lived  as  a  Clerk  to  a 
gentleman  concerned  in  the  fishery.  After  some  time  he  went  to  St.  John's  and 
kept  a  small  school  which  he  did  not  find  answer  his  eipeotations,  he  therefore 
became  a  retailer  of  spirituous  liquors.  However  he  may  be  found  qualified  fear 
the  business  of  a  gin  shop,  those  who  aro  best  acquainted  with  him  declare  with 
one  voice  that  he  is  unworthy  of  holding  the  posts  he  now  sustains, 

"  The  Judges  who  compose  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  are  usually,  the 
Judge  of  the  Admiralty  who  presides,  two  or  three  justices,  one  or  two  Uerohant 
men  not  the  least  acquainted  with  law  or  the  form  of  it.  Their  Commission  is 
during  the  session  and  renewed  every  yew.    They  have  no  salaries  and  therefore 
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ire  may  auppoBs  make  the  moat  of  their  plHcea.  The  ezpenae  of  the  moet  trifling 
canae  is  commonlj  £20  and  the  poor  wretches  b;  paying  it  feel  much  miseTy  and 
distress.  The  six  persons  usually  on  the  Bench  on  these  occasions  with  the  sheriff 
bare  each  two  gaineae  for  every  trial.  The  clerks,  gaolers,  and  constables'  fees 
make  np  the  rest ;  bo  that  rather  th&n  ba  at  so  heavy  an  expense  to  prosecate,  the 
oolprit  often  goes  without  panisbment." 

The  finul  result  of  all  this  cruelty  and  iajustice  was  to  create  a 

terrible  feeling  of  indignation  against  the  courte.     I  have  mentioned 

before  that  their  constitution  was  illegal     Governor  Edwards,  after  his 

return  from  Newfoundland,  was  sued  at  Exeter,     The  preniding  judge, 

unwilling  to  have  his  Excellency's  judgment  exposed   and  hia  illegal 

proceedings  published  to  the  world,  suggested  a  compromise.     This  case 

made  the  governors  more  cautious ; 

they    never    took    part     again    in 

open     court.       The     tin  at    change 

came    about    ia   rather    a   curious 

way. 

Admiral  Mark  Milbanke,*  who 
entered  on  the  government  of 
Newfoundland  in  1789,  was  advised 
by  his  admirable  secretary,  Aaron 
Qraham,  to  create  a  OJurt  of  common 
pleas,  with  regular  judges,  instead 
of  justices  of  the  peace.  It  was  a 
fortunate  mistake,  as  it  led  to  a 
more  careful  investigation  and  in- 
spection of  our  judicial  system  by 
the  House  of  Commons.  Grievous 
JOHH  SBITI8.  complaints     were    made     by     the 

Prim  m  mgramne  qfiir  Dmmmend.  merchants  against  Sir  Mark's  new 

tribunal.  Finally,  in  1791,  the 
House  of  Commons  passed  an  Act^Sl  Geo.  HL  c.  xxix. — creating 
a  court  designated  "  The  Court  of  Civil  Jurisdictioo  of  our  Lord  the 
King  at  St.  John's,  in  the  Island  of  Newfoundland."     This  was  presided 

,  1  ^*  "i""""^?*  I?"  """^  '""  "'  ^■■'  1°  "82  he  heW  a  conjtDtind  in  the  nud 

Balph    Milbanke,    of    Halniby,    Yorkshire,  fleet  under  Lord  Howe,  with  irhom  he  look 

entercdlhcNavjml786M«BcholMatPcrt».  part  in  the  demonBtrttion  in  the  North  Sea, 

momh.    After  servini?  m  \iirioue  ihips  without  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  and  the  action  off  Cape 

neeing  much  «ervice,  he  was  sent  in  17S9,iii  Spartel.     From  1788   lo   1786   he   was  port 

the  Gaemiey,  on  a  mission  to  Ihe  Emperor  of  admiral  at  Plymouth,  and  179(KI-a  Governor 

Morocco.      He    sat   on    the   Keppel    court-  of    Newfoundland.      He    was    commander- 

martial;  wsb  made  rear-admiral  of  the  White  in-chief  at   PortBmoulh,   17S9   to    1803    but 

in   1779.      During    the   following  years   he  had  no  active  command  during  the  war'   He 

occasionally    acted     xa     place    of    Admiral  died    in   IBOS.— (SrKPnas'a  Nat    Diet    of 

ShukUuiDiaicommandcr-in-chiefatPljmouCh.  Biocrraphy.)  ' 
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over  by  Chief  Justice  Reeves,'  and  was  only  to  continue  for  one  year; 
hext  year  it  was  properly  set  forth  by  32  Geo.  IIL  c.  zlvi.,  as  "The 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  of  the  Island  of  Newfoundland."  It  was 
also  only  for  one  year,  but  was  continued  annually  until  1809. 
John  Reeves,  again  made  Chief  Justice,  had  been  law  adviser  to  the 
Board  of  Trade ;  he  was  an  admirable  official — industrious,  painstaking, 
firm,  and  resolutely  impartial ;  the  whole  reformation  in  our  judicial 
system  is  due  to  him,  Aaron  Qraham,'  and  Admiral  Uark  MUbanke.* 

It  was  a  terribly  up-hill  struggle ;  the  West  Country  merchants  fought 
aa  resolutely  against  the  courts  aa  they  had  formerly  done  t^ainst  the 


I  Chief  JnBtlce  Bcevee,  to  whow  high 
<]uUi(iei  I  have  sndesToarad  to  do  jottiee, 
ahows  in  one  of  his  Jutlgmenta  tbai,  «vcn 
imdeT  hii  tble  admiDistratioa,  the  quality  of 
mercj  wu  Dotitraiued.  He  tried  BomefiBbeT- 
men  for  uking  ^gt  at  the  Fonk  IrIuhIr, 
which  wiu  torbiddeo  bj  ProclamatioQ  i  It 
wai  proved  that  one  of  the  colprits,  Clarke, 
Uved  at  Oteeuipood ;  he  wai  in  mat  of  food 
for  his  fainilj,  aad  Che  eggs  were  taken  polelj 
to  obtain  some  for  his  wife  and  children. 
Whiln  MDleiicing  the  other  prjaonen  to  be 
jmblicly  whipped,  he  aolenmly  ordered  that, 
out  of  regard  to  these  mitigating  oircum- 
titaiices  in  Clarke's  case,  be  was  only  to  be 
priaattly  flogged.  We  do  not  think  this 
nnftiTtaoate  Ticlim  of  a  crtiel  law  appreeiated 
tbe  distinction. 

*  Aaron  Qraham  had  been  secretary  to 
the  two  former  governors  i  lo  his  advocaoy 
we  are  largely  indebted  for  our  courts  of 
Justice,  and  every  improvement  in  their  ad- 
mi  nistration.  Be  was  a  most  able  and 
enlightened  official,  and,  as  Coghlan  truly 
says,  was  the  virtual  governor  of  the  Colony. 
He  afterwards  fiU»d  tha  important  position  of 
n  London. 


r   THR   SlJFRim 

Whitehall,  SSnd  March,  1T94. 
Mr  I/OBiis, 

I  am  to  inform  your  Lordships  that  in 
the  sessions  of  Parliament  of  1791,  1792  and 
1798,  (here  were  psseed  the  annoal  Acts  for 
instituting  Courts  of  Judicature  in  Newfound- 
land (8t«t.  31  Geo.  III.  cap.  xxix.,  32  Geo.  IIL 
u.  xlvi.  and  S3  Geo.  III.  c.  Izzvi.). 

Under  the  first  of  these  Acts,  Hia  Majesty 
was  pleated  by  the  authority  thereby  vest^ 
in  him,  to  appoint  Mr.  Reeves  Chief  Judge 
c^  tbe  said  isUnd  g  and  the  Governor  of  the 
said  island,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Reeves, 
under  the  authority  vested  in  tbem  by  the 
said  Act,  appointed  Mr.  Aaron  Graham,  the 
Governor's  secretary,  aikd  Mr.  D'Ewc*  Coke, 
'b  resident  in  the  said  isUnd,  to  be 
ID  the  sajd  Court. 


Mr.  Reeves  accordingly  proceeded  to 
Kewfonndlaud,  and  (here,  with  tbe  aseiatanoa 
of  those  two  gentlemen,  discharged  the  duties 
of  his  office  and  returned  back  (o  England. 

In  theyear  1792  His  Majesty  was  pleased 
by  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  him  by  tbe 
secund  of  tbe  said  Acts  to  appoint  Mr.  Reeves 
Chief  Justice,  and  that  geniteman  did  accord* 
ingly  a  second  time  proceed  to  NewfoQudland, 
and  return  back  to  this  kingdom.  In  this 
second  Act  there  was  no  direction  as  to 
appointing  aoy  assessors. 

In  the  last  session  of  Farliameut,  His 
Majesty  was  in  like  manner  again  authorized 
to  appoint  a  Chief  Justice  and  he  was  pleased 
to  appoint  the  before  mentioned  D'Ewes  Coke 
to  be  Chief  Justice  in  the  court  established 
by  the  third  of  the  said  Acts.  For  the  trouble 
these  gentlemen  have  had  In  discharging  die 


For  tbe   first  year,  Mr.   Reeves,  £500, 
Sir.  Gmham,  iGiOO,  Mr.  Coke.  £SW. 

For  the  second  year,  Mr.  Reeves,  £S00, 

For  the  third  year,  Mr.  Coke,  £300. 

By  the  first  of  the  before-mentioned  Acts 
of  Parliament,  the  Governor  and  the  Chief 
Jurtice  are  authorized  to  aetcle  the  allowance 
to  be  msdii  to  the  assesson,  and  they  have 
recommended  tbe  above  sums  as  reasonable 
compensation.  Tbe  Governor  and  Chief 
Justice  have  also  antborily  nnder  all  tbe  acta 
to  setlle  what  should  be  paid  to  the  clerks 
for  tbeir  trouble,  and  It  has  been  agreed  by 
tbem  as  foUowa  : — 

For  the  flrsC  year,  to  the  first  clerk,  £40, 
to  tbe  second  clerk,  £SG. 

For  tbe  second  year  to  tbe  clerk,  tM. 

FoT  the  third  year,  £40. 

It  has  been  found  since  the  first  year 
that  one  clerk  is  sufficient  to  conduct  the 

business These  salaries  were  to 

be  allowed  in  lieu  of  aL  fees  o 
whatsoever. 


Hbnbt  Dvvdam. 


DigitizPflHyGoOgle 


360  EEIGN  OF  GEORGE  III, 

eettlers.  The  two  most  determined  antagonista  were  Mr.  Peter  Ougier, 
a  Devonshire  merchant  in  Bay  Bulls,  and  Mr.  William  Newman  of 
Dartmouth,  As  a  sample  of  their  reasonable  propoaaJs,  I  will  quote 
one  case  only,  Judgment  was  given  against  a  merchant  on  a  bill  of 
exchange  for  £12  for  n  servant's  wages ;  the  defendant  would  not  pay, 
on  the  ground  that  the  bill  was  endorsed  by  a  marksman.  The  court, 
holding  the  endorsement  good,  gave  judgment  accordingly,  and,  as  the 
meiYshant's  agent  would  not  pay,  execution  had  to  issua  The  defendant 
considered  himself  most  cruelly  ill-treated  becanse  the  Privy  Council,  on 
his  urgent  appeal,  refused  to  send  home,  aa  prisoners  to  England,  the 
judges,  the  sheriff,  and  all  officers  of  the  court  concerned  in  the  trans- 
action. Reeves,  by  his  firmness,  courtesy,  and  resolute  impartiality, 
finally  triumphed  over  all  opposition  ;  it  was,  however,  a  very  long  time 
before  things  quieted  down. 

The  records  of  the  first  courts,  in  the  beautiful  handwriting  of  the 
Chief  Justice,  are  still  preserved.  Besides  his  well-known  "  History  of 
Newfoundland"  we  have  his  voluminous  evidence  given  bffore  the 
House  of  Commons  Committee,  and  a  treatise  on  the  new  court. 
Reeves  was  succeeded  in  1792  by  D'Ewes  Coke.  He  had  settled 
in  Trinity  aa  a  surgeon  ;  to  eke  out  his  small  income  aa  a  doctor  he 
had  acted  as  a  scrivener,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  keeper  of  rolls. 
From  Trinity  he  migrated  to  St.  John's,  became  chief  judge,  and, 
later  on,  assessor  with  Aaron  Graham  in  the  first  court  of  1791. 
D'Ewea  Coke  continued  to  preside  in  the  Supreme  Court  as  Lord  Chief 
Justice  until  1797,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Richard  Bouth,  Collector 
of  the  Customs — a  man  of  considerable  ability,  and  firm,  determined 
character. 

The  Governors  required  the  Chief  Justices  to  reside  in  the  Colony. 
Bouth  prayed  the  Governor  very  earnestly  that  this  rule  might  be 
relaxed  on  Ms  behalf  for  one  season  (1800),  which  was  granted ;  the 
vessel  on  her  passive  home  wm  lost  with  all  hands.  His  widow  waa 
allowed  a  pension  for  several  years  afterwards.  D'Ewes  Coke  had  only 
£300  a  year,  but  I  think  his  successors  had  £500.  During  1801  no  Chief 
Justice  was  appointed,  but  in  1802  Jonathan  Ogden  was  made  Acting 
Chief  Justice.  He  had  been  Supreme  Surrogate  and  Deputy  Naval 
Officer  under  Richard  Hatt  Noble,  Naval  OflScer,  who  was  allowed  to 
remainin  England  and  execute  the  office  by  deputy,a  common  practice  in 
the  Geor^^an  era.  Jonathan  Ogden  had  been  sent  out  as  a  surgeon's  mate 
to  the  St.  John's  Hospital ;  he  seems  only  to  have  occupied  the  position 
for  a  short  time,  and  appears  to  bave  been  a  man  of  sound  judgment,  on 
whom  the  Governor  placed  great  reliance.  After  two  doctors  and  a 
collector,  the  next  Chief  Justice  was  a  merchant,  Thomas  Tremlett,  or 
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Trimlefct  His  firm  had  been  very  large  Newtoundlond  merchantB ;  tbey 
camo  to  grief  through  some  outside  speculation,  and,  in  accordance  witii 
the  custom  of  the  country,  he  received  a  Government  office.  There  never 
was  a  more  independent,  upright  judge  than  Tremlett;  his  decisions 
gave  ^Gat  offence  to  his  quondam  friends  in  the  trade.  They  made 
constant  complaints  aguimit  him  ;  finally  they  embodied  their  grievances 
in  a  long,  elaborate  petition  containing  three  specific  charges  of  injustice. 
The  Governor,  Admiral  Duckworth,  furnished  the  old  chief  with  the 
complaints  against  him.     His  reply  was  unique.'     I  ^ve  it  in  fiill : — 

"  To  the  first  charge  Your  Gicelloucj  I  answer  that  it  is  a  lie,  to  the  second 

charge  I  say  that  it  is  a  d d  lie,  and  to  the  third  charge  that  it  is  a  d d 

infernal  lie,  and  Yoar  E:ccellency  I  hare  no  more  to  b&j.  Your  Escellent^'e 
obt.  Serrant 

"  Thomas  Tkbmleti." 

Tremlett  was  sustained  in  his  position  both  by  the  Governor  and  the 
authorities  in  England,*  It  wns,  however,  considered  desirable  that  a 
man  of  more  legal  knowledge,  of  more  popular  manners,  and  unconnected 
with  local  intereate,  should  be  appointed.  His  Lordship  was  therefore 
transferred  to  Prince  Edward's  Island.  The  choice  next  fell  upon  an 
eccentric  Irish  gentlemnn  of  good  fumiiy,  Csesar  Colclough,  who  was 
Chief  Justice  of  that  Island.     Tremlett  was  the  last  of  the  unlearned  ; 


'  Db8P«tch  of  Goteunok  Sia  J.  T.  Ducx- 
WOIITH  UN  THE  Charoes  AiAixei  Cbibf 

JuenaB  Themlbtt. 

"  The  chiet  Justice  of  NewFoundland,  at, 
hi  as  taj  intercourse  vith  him  has  enabled 
tne  to  jad^e,  in  a  penou  who  will  not  be 
inflaeiiced  id  the  diecbarge  of  his  duty  by 
the  approbnlion  or  disapprobation  of  any 
niin.  Of  his  Irgal  knowl^lge  I  can  form  no 
opinioD,  bnt  of  his  abilities  I  sm  far  from 
thinking  poorly,  and  a  salary  of  seven  hundred 
pounds  a  year  is  not  likelj  to  induce  a  more 
eompeteot  person  to  Bccxpt  the  oAce.  Hv  is 
certainly  a  man  of  great  diligence  and  appli- 
•ation,  bnt  he  hu  by  an  initability  of  temper, 
and  a  certain  rudeness  of  manner  which  are 
ntUnral  to  him,  and  bj  Be|jamting  himself 
entirely  from  the  society  of  the  people  of  the 
town,  rendered  himself  in  the  last  degree 
tropopnlar ;  and  hoveTW  circninspect  bis 
future  eooduct  may  be  in  the  discbu'ge  of  his 
public  duties,  he  will  never  be  approved  hj 
Ihem.  How  for,  in  the  cases  now  under 
discnesioD,  be  may  have  been  to  blame,  it  is 
eitremely  difficult  for  me  to  know.  They 
occurred  rhielly  before  I  came  t*  the  Govem- 
neot    and    there    is    scarcely    any    persoe 


feeliug  of  party.  The  complsinanis  ace  urgent 
for  a  public  examination  of  evidence  upon  the 
spot,  alleging  tbat  they  are  not  equal  to  a 
diseuenioti  with  the  chief  juaiice  on  paper/ 
that  bis  represeotatious  are  £lled  with  false- 
hood, and  that  tbece  is  no  other  method  of 
proceeding  effectually  than  that  of  a  public 
enquiry  at  which  they  may  be  able  to  bring 
forward  their  witnesses  upon  oalh.  Tour 
lordship  will  perceive  from  my  correspondence 
with  the  uomplainsDls  that  they  reserve  to 
themselves  to  transmit  additional  statements. 
I  have  shown  to  them  tlie  defence  of  the 
chief  justice  which  is  enclosed  herewith,  and 
they  aver  that  it  is  filled  with  miwepresenta- 
tion.  If  your  lordship  or  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  should  be  pleased  to 
require  from  me  more  minate  information  in 
this  matter,  I  b^  to  )>e  honoured  with  jour 
eonimands,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  state  distinctly 
in  this  report  that  in  whatever  instances  his 
Judgement  may  have  erred,  I  have  not  fotud 
iu  any  part  of  the  chief  justice's  conduct  the 
most  remote  appearance  of  corruptioc 
when  I  have  csJled  upon  the  complai 
have  lliey  Tentured  to  charge  him  with  i\ 
any  instance.  As  your  lordship  will  pirceive 
that  the  acGompauying  statements  are  not  (rf 
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snbscqaeatly  the  head  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  a  barrister  of  not  lees 
than  seven  years'  standing. 

Vice-Admiral  John  Campbell  was  Governor  from  1782  to  1785; 
be  appears  to  have  been  an  able  and  enlightened  ruler.'  John  Jones, 
a  dissenting  preacher,  who  founded  Congregationalism  in  the  Colony 
in  1782,  gives  a  pleasing  picture  of  his  Elxcellency,  "aa  beyond  all 
expression  gentle,  mild,  and   good-natured."      In  1784   he   issued   the 

which  thej  muj  be  oceuioEuIIj  performed. 
Although  there  ataj  bare  eiioted  no  ground 
for  senoiiB  complaint  and  still  lea*  for  any 
chtirge  of  partialitj  or  coiruptioD  there  can 
however  be  little  doubt  that  wbiUt  tbe  Chiet 
Justice  is  continued  in  hii  pratent  aitoatioa 
theie  will  not  be  thM  geneiBl  utiifaction 
and  oonfidence  which  ought  in  ail  omm  to 
Mcompany  tbe  adminlnnuion  of  justice; 
and  although  H.RH.  will  on  no  acoonnt 
consent  to  Ute  dismiiisal  of  tbe  Cbief  Juatioe 
or  (o  any  act  whioh  might  imply  the  leul 
■nipiciou  of  his  integrity  or  cTcn  any  dis- 
approbation of  his  past  condact  H-U.H. 
wuuld  nerertbeless  be  desirous  that  aome 
arrangement  should  be  made  by  which 
Mr.  Tramlett  might  be  employed  with  IcM 
<!n:barrasRnieDt  and  iDconvenienoe  to  bimwif 
and  with  greater  prospect  of  adTantoge  to 
tbe  public  SI 


a  nature  to  admit  of  my  sending  duplicates  to 
tbe  Lords  of  thu  Committee  of  Privy  Cooudl 
for  Trade,  I  take  tbe  liberty  of  requeating 
that  they  may  be  forwarded  nrhen  your  lord- 
ship ban  done  with  them. 

*'  1  have  tiie  honour  to  be  very  respectfully 
"  My  Lord, 

"  Your  Lordship's 
"  Most  obedient  humbla  servant, 

"  J.  T.  DncKWORIH, 
"  To  tbe  Karl  of  Liverpool." 

BSPOKT     BT     TUB      LoBDB     Ot     THX      CoM- 

■iTTUif    OF    CkieNCib   ion  Tbadh  *md 

Fobuqk  PLiSTiTiona. 

Downing  Sireet,  13  Jane,  1813. 

"  Referring  to  papers  sent  on  38  October 
1811  of  complaint*  preferred  by  the  Mer- 
chants of  St.  John's  against  the  Cbief  Josiiee 
of  Neirfbundland 

"  Their  Lordships  have  averted  in  the 
first  instance  to  the  charge  made  against 
John  Beeves  £>q.,  late  Chief  Justice  '  that  he 
had  for  several  years  together  participated 
in  the  salary  of  tbe  Chief  Justice  after  he 
had  ceased  to  Gil  that  situatioD ' 

"  Their  Iiordships  say  that  they  have  no 
reason  lo  doubt  tbe  truth  of  Mr.  Beeves' 
deckration  that  be  hai  never  received  any 
(uoney  or  money's  worth  in  consideration  of 
the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  Newfauodland 
ta  any  office  place  or  thiug  relating  to 
Newfoundland 

"  After  a  full  enquiry  and  deliberation  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  act  of  wilful  in- 
justice lias  been  sanctioned  by  Chief  Justice 
Trcmlett  nor  is  thore  any  well  attested  proof 
of  partiality  or  oppression  or  of  any  nn- 
Bcccuutnble  deluy  or  unwarrantable  decision. 

"  Under  these  circumstances  their  Lord- 
ships have  not  recommended  His  Boyal 
Higbcess  to  dismiss  the  Chief  Justice  from 
the  high  and  important  situation  which  bo 
fllla  and  H.B.H.  is  therefore  pleased  to 
continue  to  con&de  lo  hltn  the  cbaige  of 
administering    justice    in     the     Island    of 

Newfoundland 

"  Batiiubit. 
[In  a  separate  paper.] 

"  Their  Lordnhips  attribute  the  un- 
popularity of  the  Chief  Jaitlce  not  to  any 
•Mual  misconduct  in  bis  judicial  capacity  but 
in  some  degree  to  the  invidious  nature  of  the 
duties  which  he  is  calk-d  apon  to  execute 
as    well    as    to   the    ungruvious    manner   in 


Mr,  Tremlett  in  a  judicial  situation  M 
emolument  in  some  other  settlemeot  be  wiU 
not  object  to  tranafer  his  services  trom  .that 
which  he  now  fills." 

Witnesses  to  be  sworn  against  the  Chief 
Justice— 

JoHn  BUkUD,  High        John       BumtM, 
Sherifl.  cooper. 

Q»o.   Jallt,   anc-        Chbistophkk 
tioueer.  Bkoom. 

PlTK.         BaiZHUi, 

>  John  Campbel],thesouof  SEuiuisterof 
Kirkbeao,  in  Kirkcudbrightshire,  was  bom  in 
that  parish  about,  but  probably  before,  &fB 
year  17S0.  At  an  early  age  he  was  boimd 
apprentice  to  the  master  of  a  ooastiDg  veassl, 
and  is  Mid  to  have  entered  the  Navy  by 
offering  himself  in  exchange  for  the  mate  of 
this  vessel,  who  had  been  pressed.  Afisr 
•erring  three  years  in  the  Biatheint,  Torbag, 
and  Huittll,  he  was,  in  IT4Q,  a{)point«d  lo 
the  Cenlttrion,  and  sailed  in  her  round  the 
world  with  Commodore  Anson,  as  midship- 
man, master's  mate,  and  master.  On  lut 
return  home  he  passed  the  eiaminadon  fbr 
lieutenant,  and  his  certificate,  dated  Sth 
January  IT44-S,  says  that  be  appeara  to  be 
inoi«  than  34  yeaia  of  age.  Through  Anson's 
interest  be  was  very  shortly  afterwaidi 
made  a  lieutelkan^  then  commander,  and 
was  advanced  to  post  rank  on  the  33rd  of 
November  1747,  and  appointed  to  tbe 
BcUona  frigate,  which  bu  c 
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following  order,  which  stands  in  pleasing  contrast  to  tbe  proclamations 
of  his  predecessors : — 

"PurBUBnt  to  the  King's  instractiona  to  me  yoa  are  to  kUow  all  persons 
inhabiting  this  Island  to  have  fall  liberty  of  conscience  and  the  flree  exercise  of  all 
ench  modes  of  religions  worship  as  are  not  prohibited  bj  law,  provided  they  be 
contented  with  a  qniet  and  peaoeable  enjoyment  of  the  same,  not  giving  offeuoe  or 
soandal  to  GorerDment. 

"  Jho.  Cahtbell." 

Under  the  benign  away  of  this  excellent  Governor  the  first 
Roman  Catholic  chapel  was  built  in  this  year,  on  the  site  known  in 
St.  John's  as  the  "  old  chapel,"  then  called  "  ParBon  Landman's  garden," 
Bisliop  O'Donel  came  to  the  Colony  first  as  Prefect-Apostotii^  with 
power  to  administer  confirmation ;  on  the  5th  of  January  1796  he  was 
appointed  Vicar  Apostolic  of  Newfoundland,  and  BisViop  of  Thyatira 
in  partibus.  Bishop  O'Donel's  name  is  one  of  the  most  honoured  in 
this  Colony;  his  deeply  religious  character,  his  polished  manners,  and 
his  inherent  gentleness  and  goodness  won  all  hearts.  He  had  to  over- 
come terrible  obstacles— the  prejudice  and  opposition  of  the  strait-laced 
old  admiral,  Milbanke,  and  the  rampant  Protestantism  of  his  surrogate. 

Bishop  O'Donel's  career  deserves  every  attention  at  the  hands  of 
the  local  historian.  His  iirrival  and  his  sojourn  in  the  Colony  are 
of  far  more  importance  to  us  than  the  advent  of  half-a-dozen  admiral- 
governors.  He  brought  peace,  quiet,  and  good  order ;  instead  of 
silenced  piiests  there  was  an  authorised  ecclesiastical  organisation,  an 
open  administration  of  the  rites  of  tbe  church.  The  fugitive  priests, 
by  their  example  and  teaching,  wer-e  not  conducive  to  harmony.  In 
fulfilment  of  the  divine  injunction  to  render  to  Csesar  the  things  that 
are  Cesar's,  Dr.  O'Donel  taught  his  people  to  be  good  Christians  and 
good  citizens.     I  quote  from  Bishop  Howley  an  extract  from  the  body  of 

■ome  BDCcesB  till  tbe  peace.  He  aftrrwards  till  promoled  to  his  flaf;  in  lT7g,  Id  the 
commaDded  the  Mermaid,  in  17BS,  tbe  following  spring  he  -woe  chowii  by  ildminl 
Prince,  of  90  gaos,  and  in  17S7  tbe  Bttex,  Keppel  as  first  captain  of  the  Victors,  and 
of  64  Runs,  and  was  flag  captain  to  i^ji  had  thus  an  imporiaDt  ahare  in  the  rondnct 
Edward  Hawke  in  1739  in  tbe  Royal  Gtorgt,  of  the  fleet  in  the  indeciniTc  seiion  with  the 
and  Kerved  in  that  capacity  in  ihe  deciniia  French  fleet  under  D'Orrillien,  on  the  S7th  of 
battle  of  Quiberon  Bay,  iOib  NoTember  17&9.  July,  as  well  aa  on  the  precious  days.  Hia 
Campbell  waa  sent  home  witb  (he  deEpatches,  loyally  to  Keppel,  and  tbe  rancour  which  tbe 
and  waa  taken  by  Anson  to  be  presented  to  snbseqnent  courts-martial  excited,  prevBDled 
tbe  king.  According  to  Ihe  received  slorj,  bis  having  any  further  employment  as  long 
Anson  told  him.  on  the  way,  that  the  king  as  Lord  Sandwich  was  in  office,  though  be 
would  knight  him  if  he  wished.  "  Troth,  my  attained,  in  coune  of  reniority,  the  rank  of 
lord,'  answered  Campbell,  "I  ken  naa  aie  vica-admiral  in  1779.  In  Apiil  1782,  when 
that  will  be  to  roe."  *'  But,"  said  Anson,  his  friend  Keppel  waa  installed  as  Finrt  Loid 
"  your  lady  may  like  it."  "  Aweel,"  replied  of  [he  Admiralty,  Campbell  waa  appointed 
Campbell,  "His  Majesty  may  knight  her  if  Governor  of  Newfoundland  and  commander- 
he  pleases."  He  was,  in  fact,  not  knighted.  in-chief  on  that  station.  He  held  this  office 
He  afterwards  commanded  tbe  DomUhire,  for  four  years,  and  ended  his  service  in  1786. 
of  70  guns,  till  tbe  peace,  and  in  1770  be  was  He  died  in  London  on  the  ISth  of  Deeeuibpi 
in  the  Hoyai  Ckartolle.  in  wbich  he  remained  1790. 
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the   Diocesan   Statutes   of   1801    for  the   guidance   of  priests   in   the 
Colony,  prepared  by  Bishop  O'Donel.     He  directed : — 

"  That  pablio  prayers  be  offered  up  every  annday  and  holiday  (thongh  but  few 
of  the  latter  cao  be  obserred  in  tbie  Miesion,  and  the  Superior  nill  hereafter,  bj  a 
private  notice,  designate  such  as  can  be  obaerred)  for  onr  Most  Sovereign  King 
George  III.  and  bis  Royal  family ;  that  the  priests  shoald  oae  every  means  to  toni 
aside  their  floctcs  from  the  Tortex  of  modern  anarchy;  that  they  shonld  incttloate 
tt  villing  obedience  to  the  salnlary  laws  of  England,  and  to  the  oommanda  of  the 
Governor  and  magistrates  of  this  Island,  .  .  .  We  most  eameatly  entreat,  and 
by  all  the  spiritual  authority  we  hold,  ordain  that  all  missioners  oppose  with  all 
the  means  in  their  power  all  plotters,  conspirators,  and  faTorers  of  the  infidel 
French,  and  use  every  endeavour  to  withdraw  their  people  from  the  plausible 
cajolery  of  French  deceit;  for  the  aim  of  this  conspiracy  Ih  to  dissolve  all  bonds, 
all  laws,  by  which  society  is  held  together,  and  more  especially  the  laws  of  England, 
whioh  are  to  be  preferred  to  those  of  any  other  country  in  Europe." 

The  patriotic  services  of  Bishop  O'Donel  at  the  particular  crisis  of 
the  French  Revolution,  when  rebellion  and  anarchy  were  rampant,  his 
especial  service  in  putting  an  end  to  the  conspiracy  amongst  the  soldiers 
and  United  Irishmen  to  murder  the  whole  population  of  St.  John's,'  the 
dangers  he  voluntarily  encountered,  the  secret  influence  his  deep 
religious  fervour  exercised  over  these  poor  ignorant  dupes,  are  only 
known  to  the  Omnipotent.,  Under  such  obligations,  can  we  wonder  that 
Protestant  vied  with  Catholic  to  do  him  honour,  and  to  show  their  love 
for  one  who,  with  Colonel  Skerret,  under  Providence  had  been  the 
saviour  of  their  lives  ?  • 

In  recognition  of  his  loyal  conduct  he  had  a  pension  from  the  Crown 
of  £50  a  year ;  it  was  only  obtained  after  much  petitioning  and  per- 
sistent application  by  the  Governors,  especially  WaJdegrave  ;  everyone 
must  agree  with  Bishop  Mullock,  that  he  was  very  poorly  rewarded.  A 
friendship  existed  not  only  amongst  the  Catholic  and  the  Protestant 
laity,  but  also  between  Father  Yore  and  the  Church  of  England  minister, 
Parson  Dingle.  The  following  letter  shows,  however,  that  all  the 
priests  were  not  of  the  same  amicable  disposition  as  their  gentle  chief 
pastor: — 

"  SiE.  St.  Johns  19  Oot.  1785. 

"  Mr.  WiLLiAK  Saitndebs  having  represented  to  me  that  there  is  a  Bomiah 
Priest  named  Landergan  at  Flacentia  of  a  very  violent  and  turbulent  spirit,  who 

'  See  the  letter  on  this  subject  from  Chief  as  having  no  force  either  by  sea  or  land  to 

Justice  Ogdeo  to  Goveraoi  WaJdegrave,  in  oppose  a  toost  daagerous  conspiracy  (bnned 

the  Appendix,  p.  418.  Sigainst   alt  the  people    of   property   in   the 

iBland,     Fetilioner  was  fortunate  enough  to 

*  In  a  petition  to  the  King  from  Bishop  bring  the  maddeDed  scum  at  tbe  people  to  oool 

O'Donel,  prajing  for  a  cootinuatioa  of  his  reflection  and  dispersed  the  dangerous  cloud 

pension  after  his  retirement  from  the  l«land,  that  «as  ready  to  burst  on  the  heads  of  the 

he  declares  "  that  his  own  loyalty  and  ser-  principal  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  and  even 

vices   have    been    acknowledged    and    fully  of   the    whole    Island    for  which    be    often 

approved   of  by  every   Governor    and    par-  received    the    thanfas    of    the   very  deluded 

ticularly    by    General    Skerret    who   found  pi'ople  who  were  led  into  this  duk  desigu  of 

himself  under  great  embarrassment  in  I7S9  robbery  and  assasHiaalioD." 
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Iws  given  great  interraption  to  Mr.  Bnrk,  n  regnlar  and  sober  man  of  tlie  CathoKolc 
peranaaion,  and  that  unless  the  former  is  sent  oat  of  the  Conntrj  the  peace  of  the 
place  is  in  imminent  danger  of  being  disturbed— I  desire  that  yon  will  canae  the 
Baid  Landergan  to  be  put  aboard  tbe  first  vcasel  that  maj  sail  from  Flacentia  for 
England  or  Ireland. 

"  Jmo.  Cuefbeu,. 
"  H.M.  Justices  of  the  Peace  at  Plaoentia." 

The  toleration  shown  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  had  great 

influence  on  the  permanent  settlement  of  the  Colony.     The  country  boya 

who   came   out   from   Ireland   were   full  of   the   earth   hunger  which 

distinguisheB  their  race ;  they  cherished  the  little  spots  of  laud  they 

cleared  and  cultivated ;  the  hest  farms  around  the  capital  are  the  work 

of    either   West  Countrymen    or    Irishmen;    to   these  two   classes   of 

settlers  we  owe  the  good  cultivation 

and  picturesque  homesteads  around 

St.  John's  and  Conception  Bay. 

It  is  impossible,  in  a  history 
of  this  character,  to  give  details 
about  the  various  administrations 
of  the  twenty-three  governors 
who  ruled  the  Island  during  the 
long  reign  of  George  III.^  Two 
events,  however,  require  more  than 
a  passing  notice — the  arrival  of 
Prince  William  Henry  (afterwards 
WUliam  IV.)  as  captain  of  H.M.S. 
Pegasus,  in  1786,  and  the  last  attack 
of  the  French,  in  1796. 

His  Koyal  Highness,  in  accord- 

PEiscB  wiLUiK.  ance  with  the  naval  rule  of  the  day, 

From  an  ngravint  nrt«-  H-Amei.  was    appointed     Surrogate    by    his 

commanding  officer,  Governor  Elliott. 

In  his  letters  to  the  Governor,  the  Prince  appears  as  an  attentive,  careful 

subordinate,  most  respectful  towards  his  superior  oflScer.     Later  on  we 

have  a  very  animated  and  lengthy  correspondence  between  his  younger 

brother,  the  Duke  of  Kent   {father   of   Her   Majesty),  and   Governor 

Waldegrave,  who  sternly  refused  to  recognise  the  Duke's  authority,  as 

lieutenant-general  of  the  forces  in  Nova  Scotia,  over  the  military  in 

Newfoundland.    "  Your  Royal  Highness  has  no  more  control  over  me 

I  The  sppoiotment  of  each  goveraor,  and 
Irt    principBi   eTcnls  doriog  his  teDoie  of 
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than  yon  have  over  the  Emperor  of  Cbina,"  said  the  Governor  of  New- 
foundland. The  Duke  ws-s  right,  but  still,  aU  through  the  discussios. 
His  Royal  Highness  is  most  respectful  in  his  language  to  our  haughty 
ruler. 

Our  naval  Royal  Highness — the  Duke  of  Clarence — was  not  a  model 
prince,  but  he  was  very  good  natured,  and  a  good  friend  to  the  Colony ; 
he  ordered  the  building  of  the  Euglish  church  in  Placentia  (1787), 
contributed  handsomely  to  its  erection,  and  furnished  the  massive  com- 
munion Hcrviee,  long  in  the  custody  of  Dr.  Bradshaw's  family  at 
FUoentio.  He  gave  a  commission  to  one  of  the  Collins  family,  who 
afterwards  became  a  lieutenant,' 


On  the  20th  of  July  1786  a  great  event  happened  in  Placentia ;  on 
that  memorable  day  His  Royal  Highness  presided  as  surrogate  in  the 
noble  court  house  of  the  ancient  capital ;  the  juaticea  showed  their 
respect  for  the  Protestant  succession  by  issuing  an  order,  "  That  no  more 
Catholics  should  be  buried  in  the  graveyard." 

One  of  his  judicial  decisions  is  given  in  the  Records : — 
"  A  riot  happsning  on  shore  at  4  o'clock,  the  Mftgistrate  attending  to  aappreu 
it,  waa  insaltod.  The  Prince  came  on  ahore  with  a  gnard  of  mariaea,  arrosted  the 
ringleader,  called  a  Oourt,  and  sentencod  him  to  rective  100  lashes— he  Traa  onlj 
able  to  reoeiTe  80.  Next  day  inquired  inio  Ike  facit  of  the  rate  ;  (and  report  haa  it 
that  tliej  had  whipped  the  wrong  man)." 

'  The  story  goes  that,  in  order  to  teat  Ihc  tremondonsblowwiihaetick.  Young  Collins, 
ooniage  of  the  boja  to  be  selected  for  coimnis-  a  stolid,  strong  fellow,  never  bndg«d,  and  was 
MOOi,  the  Prinoe  mode  a  feint  to  give  theio  a      ncoordiiigl^  ohoicn  for  H:a  UajesCy's  service. 
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Many  tales  are  told  of  his  stay  in  Newfoundland.  Mr.  "Warren,, 
afterwards  a  partner  in  Stuart  and  Eennie,  was  going  home  under  the 
flakes  which  covered  the  streets  in  those  days ;  he  carried  a  lantern ; 
suddenly  he  had  it  seized  from  him  by  the  Prince,  who  walked  before 
him  until  they  arrived  opposite  to  where  his  ship  lay  at  anchor. 
His  Boyal  Highness  wished  him  good  night  and  returned  the  lantern. 
A  lieutenant's  wife  got  her  husband's  company  for  him  by  presenting 
a  Newfoundland  wild  goose.  But  the  best  is  about  an  old  gentleman, 
who  had  known  the  Prince  well  in  Newfoundland,  calling  at  Kensington 
Palace.  His  Majesty  was  delighted  to  see  him,  gave  him  a  glnss  of 
calabogos,  and  talked  pleasantly  over  a  pipe,  The  Newfoundlander 
considered  it  the  right  thing  to  aek  after  the  Queen's  health.  His 
Majesty  said  Queen  Adelaide  was  quite  well,  and  would  have  had  much 
pleasure  iu  seeing  him,  but  unf  oHunately  it  was  vxtaking  day. 

Many  other  anecdotes  are  current  in  the  Colony  about  our  Royal 
visitor.  One  told  by  Bishop  Howley,  about  his  being  fired  at,  is, 
apparently,  a  pei-veraioq  of  the  well- 
known  story  of  Sir  John  Harvey's 
son  being  shot  by  Mitchell,  the 
butcher,  for  robbing  his  garden  on 
Circular  Boad,  and  I  cannot  believe 
his  account  of  the  insults  to  Bishop 
O'DoneL 

The  great  and  ominous  events  of 
the  year  1789 — the  outbreak  of  the 
French  Eevolution,  followed  by  the 
murder  of  Lonis  XVI.  and  Marie 
Antoinette  in  1793 — again  brought 
on  war  between  England  and  France, 
On  the  14th  of  May,  our  Qovemor, 
Vice-Admiral  King,  took  possession 

of  St  Pierre.'   Alar  more  memorable  iDMiEu.  sib  e.  kwo,  birt. 

event  even  than  the  arrival  of  His  -J***  "» tngramnt  ,^fltr  sanndtri. 

Boyal  Highness,  is  the  last  attack 

of  the  French  on  the  Colony,  under  Admu'al  Richery  in  1796 ;  the  story 
is  told  in  the  Colonial  Records,  but  is  more  graphically  described  by 

'  An    account  of    this   OAptnre   iri11   be  hja  r»tlier  waa  maiter,  but  vm  loun  moved 

foand  in  the  chapter  derated  to  the  histor;  to  thu  Dragon,  in   aommand  of  bis   uncle, 

of  the  French   Newfoundluid   Colonie*    of  Cartia    Buuett,   whom   he   acaompuiied  to 

St.  Pierre  and  Miqaelon.  the  Mediterruiean  and  the  East  Indies  i  he 

Sir  R.  King,  Itom  in  1730,  entered  ihe  became  a  lienteaant  iu  1746,  and  commanded 

letfiM  iD  }'3B  on  the  fferwiok,  on  which  the  boala  at  the  captnie  of  Calcutta  in  175T. 
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an  eye-witnesB,  quoted  by  the  Rev.  P.  Tocque.  Mr.  George  Hutchinge, 
grandfather  of  the  present  Mr.  George  A.  Hutchings,  rendered  valuable 
Service  to  the  Colony  by  reconnoitring  the  movementa  of  the  invading 
fleet ;  he  was  specially  distinguislied  by  the  Governor  for  his  patriotic 
conduct. 

In  the  mute  testimony  of  the  Records  we  can  aee  the  gallant  old 
Admiral,  Sir  Richard  Wallace,  superintending,  ruling,  and  ma.  ^ing 
everybody,  the  young  merchants  and  gentlemen  of  the  town  '  tr 
with  each  other  who  should  get  guns  and  stores  first  up  the  long  sieep 
hill  to  the  Block  House,  the  careful  watch  and  reports  of  the  various 
parties  sent  along  the  coast  fixim  Cape  Spear  to  Cape  Race.  No  coui  -ry 
has  produced  more  gallant  soldiers  and  sailors  than  fair  Fn  , 
Citizen  Richery  was  not  one  of  them  ;  with  his  big  fleet  he  n 
dared  to  come  in  contact  with  Wallace*  and  hie  hastily  impro\., 
levies.    I  quote  the  Rev.  P.  Tocque's  account  of  the  attack : — 

"  1794.  Estimates  had  been  prepared  and  approved  of  for  repairing 
improTiiig  the  existing  defences,  and  plans  had  also  been  submitted  to  tbo  . 
of  Ordnance  for  fortifying  Signal  Hilt,  which  having  met  the  approbation  Ot  tno 
Hononrable  Board,  preparations  were  entered  into  for  that  object  proportionate  to 
the  magnitnde  of  the  undertaking.  Early  this  summer,  Colonel  Skinner,  Com- 
manding Roynl  Engineer,  received  a  letter  of  service  directing  bim  to  raise  a 
Begiment  of  Fencible  Infantry,  to  be  called  the  Royal  Newfoundland  Fencibles, 
of  which  bo  was  appointed  Colonel ;  and  having  the  appointment  of  his  ofBoers, 
selections  were  made  hei-e  and  at  the  out-{>orte,  of  ancb  gentlemen  as  were  likely, 
from  their  loyalty,  responsibility  and  influence,  soon  to  raiee  the  quotas  of  men 
required  for  their  i-espective  commissions.  The  recruiting  service  commenced 
with  great  spirit  about  the  latter  end  of  September,  at  the  close  of  the  fishery,  and 
in  two  months  more  than  halt  the  number  were  enlisted.  An  Adjutant,  late  a 
non-commissioned  officer  of  the  Boyal  Artillery,  a  Quartermaster,  and  Sergeant- 
major,  arrived  i^m  England. 

"  1795.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  Nova  Scotia  Begiment  was  chieflj'  formed 
of  old  refugee  soldiers  from  the  American  Army,  many  of  whom  were  well 
disciplined  non-commissioned  officers,  and  were  of  great  eerrice  in  drilling  and 
forming  the  young  recruits  of  the  Boyal  Newfoundland  Begiment ;  and  it  was 

He  law  some  service  od  the  home  station  in  sinks."     Kiag  look  part  in  the  fbac  aclioua 

17S0,  anii  in  1762  went  with  General  Draper  between  Hughes  and  Suffren,  and  the  Extter 

to  the  Eaat  Indies  again,  took  part  in  the  hecnme  so  unseawortby   that  she  was   con- 

Manila    expedition,    and    assisled    Captain  dcmtieil  at  the  Cape.    King  was  knighted  on 

I'arker  in  the  capture   ot    a  rich    Spanish  his   return   to    Eugland,  and   became  resr- 

galleoD,  his  persona]  share  of  prize  money  adniirul  in  1T87  ;  he  ivas  made  ■  baninet  in 

amounting  to  £30,000.    After  Tarioos  services  1792,  and  after  hie  return  from  New foundluid 

he  waa  a^n  in  the  Bast  Indies  in  IT79  in  was  elected  M.F.  for  Bocbester.    He  becama 

the  Exeter,   >ad  was  made  an  establisbed  a  full  admiral  m  1795,  and  died  in  1806.— 

commodore  and  second-in-command  to    bir  (^svBa»'a  t^al.  Diet,  of  Biog.) 
S.  Hughet.     In   the    action  off    Sadras   in 

February    1782,    the    Exeter   received   the  '  The  existing  memorial  of  Sir   James 

whole  bronl   uf  the   French  attack.  King's  Wallace  is    the    pointed  rock  often    called 

flag  caplaitt  being  killed  by  his  side,  and  his  Crow's  Neal,  but  properly  named  Wallace's 

■hip  dismasted :  asked  what  was  to  be  done,  Battery ;   it   ia   being  gradually   dentroyed— 

he  replied,  "  Nothiug  bat  to  fight  her  tiU  she  being  used  by  spoilers  as  a  slont  quany. 
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astoniehlDg  how  aoon  the  Utter  became  fit  Tor  daty  ;  when  this  serrice  wai  per- 
formed the  Nova  Scotia  Bef^iment  were  ordered  to  retam  to  Halifax. 

"  Id  the  meantime  some  baildinga  were  erected  at  Signal  Hill,  and  the  first 

blook-hoQse  commenoed    . There  being  no  oarriage  road  to 

SigTtal  Hill,  all  the  gone  required  for  the  Hill  were  taken  by  men  of  the  garrison, 
and  parbuckled  np  the  face  of  the  rock  at  Crow's  Neet,  and  thence  to  the  respeo- 
tive  bstteriee — a  most  laboriona  and  dangerous  serrice. 

"  Preparations  for  the  more  effectual  defence  of  the  Narrows  were  also  going 
on.'-  ^'tbe  formation  of  three  fhmaces  for  heating  shot,  tie.  :  At  Fort  Frederick, 
'^  r  Rock,  and  Fort  William.  A  large  naval  force  from  different  stations  mot 
tie>v  xhat  sammer,  consiatiag  of  the  Monarch  ^4),  the  Governor's  ship  the 
RamUiet  (74),  ihe  Adamant,  and  another  50;  four  frigates,  and  three  aloops  of  war, 
all  in  the  harbonr  at  the  same  time. 
J'"  1796.  Thelevj  of  the  Royal  NewfoaDdlaud  Regiment  had  been  completed 

fireceoing  fall ;  and  it  was  found  that  the  barracks  at  Forts  Townsend  and 
^.iam  were  insufiicient  to  contnin  so  man;  men  ;  it  was  therefore  ordered  that 


the  garrison  ehould  go  under  canvas  for  a  few  months  while  the  old  barracks  were 
being  repaired  and  cleansed,  and  some  of  the  new  barracks  at  Signal  Hill 
finished,  and  also  for  the  greater  facility  of  practiiiiog  the  officers  and  meu'of  that 
young  regiment  in  the  indispensable  tactics  and  operations  of  the  field.  A  camp 
was  accordingly  formed  on  the  general  parade  ground  with  a  small  park  of 
artillery,  of  which  the  troops  took  possession  about  the  middle  of  June,  The 
improved  defences  of  the  Narrows  being  finished,  some  experiments  were  tried 
with  heated  shoe  before  His  Escellenoy  Admiral  Sir  James  Wallace,  the  Governor, 
which  gave  general  satisfaction.  A  large  platform  of  wood  was  bnilt  on  South 
Point  called  the  Doke  of  York's  Battery,  on  which  were  mounted  eight  24-ponnder 
guns,  three  or  four  18-ponnder  carronades,  and  two  10-inch  mortora.  The  Block- 
house was  so  forward  as  to  admit  six  gnne  to  be  mounted  on  the  second  fioor. 
The  regiment  by  this  tima— the  latter  part  of  August— was  approaching  fast  to 
systematic  regularity  and  discipline,  and  of  approved  internal  economy. 

/     p.  l!7-J9.  A    A 
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"  Sack  being  the  state  of  the  Karriaon  and  fortificatioiu,  together  irith  the 
efficieutf  of  tbo  Tolanteer  companioB — a  fine  eet  of  men  partdcnlarly  the  company 
of  Toluiiteer  artillery  selected  from  among  the  flower  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
8t.  John's — as  well  as  the  nndoabted  lojraltjr  of  the  Inhabitants,  a  wbh  seemed  to 
be  inspired  that  sometliint;  might  happen  to  test  the  fidelity  of  the  whole.  If 
auoh  was  the  case  it  was  not  long  before  that  wish  was  realised,  for  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  first  day  of  September  the  signal  was  made  for  an  enemy's  fleet 
to  the  Soathward,  which  proved  to  be  the  French  Admiral  with  seven  sail  of  the 
line,  two  frigates  and  some  other  small  vessels  of  war.  The  signal  of  alarm  in  the 
toffD  was  instantly  made  at  Signal  Hill  snd  all  the  forte.  There  was  only 
the  Governor's  ship  and  one  frigate  in  Port.  [The  Governor'8  own  report  says 
there  was  one  fifty-gon  ship,  two  frigates,  and  a  sloop  of  war.]  His  Excellency 
Admiral  Sir  James  Wallace,'  a  Governor  of  warlike  celebrity,  immediately 
proclaimed  martial  law  and  ordered  all  the  men  in  the  town  fit  for  serrice— 
merchants  with  their  domestic  and  wharf  establishmente,  Captains  of  Teasels  with 
their  crews,  planters  with  their  fiahermen  and  shoremen — to  master  in  front  of 
the  camp  where  tbey  were  enrolled  and  told  off  to  the  forts  and  batteries  and  they 
were  not  to  be  dismissed  nntil  the  Governor's  pleasure  was  known. 

"  The  enemy  stood  off  and  on  near  Cape  Spear  all  that  day  and  daring  the 
night  the  road  wasopen  from  Magotty  Cove  Bridge  throogh  the  enclosnres  leading 
to  Signal  Hill,  by  direction  of  the  Governor,  in  order  to  expedite  the  transport 
of  ammanition,  stores,  and  provisions  to  Signal  Hill,  as  well  as  the  camp  equipage, 
which  had  been  struck  in  the  evening;  and  by  daylight  in  the  morning  of  the 
2ad  the  tents  were  all  pitched  on  the  summit  of  the  Hill — from  the  Duke  of  York's 
battery  to  Cnckold  Head  and  also  on  the  south  side  Hillh  over  Fort  Amherst.  This 
warlike  demonstration  with  the  dieplny  of  three  or  fonr  thousand  men  on  the  Hill 
must  have  had  a  very  intimidating  effect  on  Monsieur  when  viewed  from  the  sea. 

"  This  day  passed  off  under  something  like  a  passive  hesitation  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  a  great  deal  of  telegraphing  and  boat  commanication  took  place  with 
the  flagship  and  towards  the  evening  the  fleet  stood  a  little  further  off  to  sea; 
recoil noi bring  parties  were  oat  along  the  shore  day  and  night  in  anticipation  of  a 
landing  being  effected.  A  great  many  seamen  were  employed  that  day  in  raising 
the  cbOiiii  across  the  Narrows,  the  great  capstan  at  the  south  side  being  assisted  by 
three  schooners  placed  at  equal  distances  from  Chain  ilock  and  by  grappling  the 
chain  with  their  anchors  and  heaving  all  together  they  raised  it  to  the  sorfiice  of 
the  water.    These  vessels  were  also  charged  with  combustibles  and  were  intended 

'  The  firat  notice  of  Wallace  is  hia  attack  upon  a  French  74  in  ibis  iame  year  is 
eommaad  of  the  Trial  sloop  in  1763,  on  the  one  of  the  moat  brillianC  exani|>l«fl  of  Itntish 
Nen-Fouudland  station  ;  in  1774  he  wua  aguin  valour  and  penevenince.  He  wan  aoou 
on  this  Bladun,  in  the  Sate  (20).  He  wn.-i  appointed  to  the  Worrier  (74):  is  17113 
s^nt  I'y  Admiral  Shuldbam  from  St.  John's  to  became  colonel  of  mariaeB ;  in  1794  Rew- 
liostoD,  with  a  detaohment  of  the  65th  Admiral  of  the  White,  and  (o  commaud  at 
Kegimeiit.  An  aruied  mob  having  seized  Newfotindtiuid ;  and  in  I7S5  Vioe-AdniirBl 
cnnaoii  and  ammnnition  in  Fort  George,  of  the  While.  For  his  eitutions  to  tepA 
Newport,  and  canicd  them  to  Providence,  he  Admiral  Bichery,  he  was  voted  the  sinnere 
dcmHaded  to  know  v/hy  the  Governor  had  aad  heartfelt  thaolm  of  the  mercbaott  o( 
allowed  tlic  fort  to  be  diemauded.  The  reply  St.  John'e.  He  undertook  no  further  servioe 
WHf :  "  To  prevent  them  fallin|{  into  the  after  retiring  from  the  NewfoundlaDd  eon- 
hands  of  the  KiDg'H  MTvant,  and  to  make  mand,  and  died  in  1803.  He  was  knigh'ed 
use  of  them  afraiust  an;  Power  that  shall  in  1777.  His  services  during  the  American 
molcit  UK."  \Vallnce  waa  in  many  of  the  War  were  very  brilliant ;  but,  in  spite  of  bis 
engagemeuts  in  177S-6-7-8at  Rhode  Island  abilities  and  worth,  he  did  not  receive  the 
anil  Xeiv  York.  Ha  vtry  k"""'''?  repulsed  degree  of  aiteotion  and  reward  he  was  entitled 
the  French  equHt'ron  iGiit  to  take  theClunnet  to. — ( From  HoLfB'siViitWAiaffrap&jr,  vol.  i.. 
Inlands  iu  1779,  and  wunt  with  Admiral  p.  413.) 
Dsrbj-  to  the  relief  of  Gibraltar  in  17BI.    Uif 
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to  he  nsed  aa  Sre  sbipa  on  the  eoemf  coming  in  contact  with  tho  chain.  The  flafi 
ship  and  the  frigate  were  also  placed  in  enfilading  distances  in  the  Harboar  to  givs 
them  a  warm  reception  on  entering  the  Narrows.  On  the  first  appearance  of  the 
enemj  the  shot  furnaoes  were  kindled,  it  was  fonnd  difficult  however  to  preserve 
the  proper  degree  of  heat  and  to  prevent  fusion  which  happened  to  some  of  tha 

*'  On  the  3d.  the  enemy  formed  a  line  and  stood  in  for  the  Narrows,  when  it 
VB8  expected  Iheir  intention  was  to  attempt  a  landing ;  thej-  stood  on  nntil  the 
Tan  ships  came  within  the  extreme  range  of  the  gnns  of  Fort  Amherst,  when  she 
and  all  of  them  pnt  about  and  stood  out  to  sea.  They  remained  in  night  for  several 
days  and  at  last  bore  awaj  to  the  sonthwai-d  and  arrived  at  Bay  Bulls  where  thej 
landed  and  to  oonsnmmate  their  dastardly  oondnct,  they  drove  the  poor  defencelees 
inhabitants  to  the  woods." 

In  the  words  of  the  local  poet  of  the  Bouthem  shore— 

"  Bnmt  their  stores  and  hooses, 

Took  their  fish  and  oil, 

The  hard-eamed  produce 

Of  their  yearly  toil." 

Thus  terminated  the  great  excitement  occasioned  by  the  appear- 
ance of  this  formidable  armament.  The  detachments  at  the  re- 
si)ective  posts  were  all  continued 
until  the  French  fleet  had  entirely 
left  the  Goaat.  Only  one  man  and  a 
boy  were  allowed  on  each  merchant's 
establishment,  all  the  rest  were 
stationed  at  the  forts  and  batteries. 
The  enemy  remained  in  Bay  Bulls 
from  the  4th  to  the  8th.  On  the 
5th  they  set  the  town  on  fire ;  on 
the  6th  a  gale  of  wind  came  and 
prevented  their  further  progress ; 
on  the  8th  they  unmoored  and  left 
Their  further  exploits  were  to  destroy 
what  remained  of  St.  Pierre  — 
then  in  possession  of  the  English ; 
they  also  burnt  some  fishing  rooms 

in  the  straits  of  Belle  Isle.     In  Bay  MTi-rriKr  costdmb. 

Bulls  the  French  captured  a  couple  jr j«  a Jf.  jfs,  jirw. 

of  mer'chant  vessels,  and  Mr.  Dingle, 

the  magistrate.  One  captain  was  brought  on  board  of  Admiral  Richery's 
flag  ship,  the  Jupiter.  When  asked  about  the  strength  of  St.  John's,  he 
lied  "  like  an  ambassador  for  the  good  of  his  country "  ;  he  said  "there 
were  five  thousand  troops;  that  they  could  not  enter  St.  John's  on 
account  of  the  boom  and  chain,  and  that  two  hundred  guns  would  ^Lvy 
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on  them  if  they  came  in.  The  French  seemed  to  doubt  the  nuniber  of 
troops,  but  on  his  boldly  repenting  his  statement  the  Admiral  gave  up 
the  idea  of  attacking  the  town. 

The  French  Republican  newspapers  gave  a  flaming  account  of 
Ktchery's  great  irarlike  exploit;  that  he  had  landed  fifteen  hundred 
men  at  Bay  Bulls,  two  thousand  at  Portugal  Cove,  and  had  captured  ft 
large  number  of  ships  and  fishing  vessels  and  a  thousand  sailors,  which 
had  been  sent  to  St.  Domingo. 

The  Honourable  William  Waldegrjive  ^ — the  Inst  naval  Governor  in 
the  eighteenth  century,  1797-8-9 — wa-s  a  son  of  the  Earl  of  Waldegrave. 
No  administrator  of  the  Colony,  with 
the  exception  of  Palliscr,  did  more 
for  the  isliind.  He  had  greatly  dis- 
tinguished himself  as  a  dashing 
captain  of  a  frigate  and  a<i  admiral. 
The  period  of  his  government  was 
a  very  troubled  one,  the  mutiny  of 
the  Nore  extendinp;  even  to  New- 
foundland. A  rebellion  broke  out 
on  board  H.M.S.  Latova,  and  was 
only  quelled  by  the  officers  drawing 
their  swords  and  the  marines 
presenting  their  bayonets  —  they 
actually  had  to  prick  the  mutineei-s 
before  they  would  give  in.  In  his 
address  to  the  ship's  crew  on  the 
following  Sunday  the  Admiral  told 
them :  —  ' 

Fro  II  an  tngravine  afttr  Bawter. 

"  Yonftte  all  eager  for  news  and  news- 
papere.     I   tbank  God  I  have  the   Batie- 

faction  to  inform  yon  that  yoar  great  delegate  Pnrker  ia  hanged,  with  many  oiber 
of  his  atrocious  companions.     You  looked  up  to  him  as  an  example  whilst  be  was 

■  Willioni  Waldegrave,  firct  Lord  Rnd-  privateer  ot  SO  gnos  aod  170  men;  and  in 

BtMh,  G.C.B.,  bora  9th  Joly  1733,  was  second  Ihe  Frudenif,  3fl  — aid*d  to  some  extent  bj 

son  of  John,  third  Earl  ot  Waldegrave  (by  the  Licome,  32 — he  succeeded  in  captoriog 

Elitabelh    Gower,    sister    of   Granville,    first  — 4:h    July    1760— tbe     French    fri([ate    La 

Marquess   oF  StafTord,   K.G.);   entered    the  Caprhieuie  oF  32  gnat  and  308  men,  more 

Navy  about    1766.     As    early   u   1T7S    he  Uian    100   of   whom,   in   the  course    of   an 

obtained  commnud  of  the  Zephyr  sloop,  and  obstinate   engagement  of   fonr  hours,  were 

was   shortly  afterwards— May  30lh,   1766 —  eidier  killed  or  wounded,  with  a  loss  to  the 

posted    into    the    Ripon,    60,    hearing      the  Prudenle  of  IT  killed  and  28  wounded ;  he 

broad  pennant  of  Sir  Kdward  Vernon,  in  the  aftervrardi,  in  the  same  ship,  took  L'Ameii- 

East    indies.      He   afterwards   commanded  eatne  privateer  of  33   ei<»8   and  S4S   men. 

the  Pormme,  3S,  in  whteli  ship  be  captured  He  accompanied  Admiru  Darby  to  the  teiief 

tha    Cumberland,    a    notorious     American  of   Gibraltar,  and    assisted    onder  Admiral 
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in  his  glory,  I  recommend  yrm  to  look  to  his  end  as  ftn  ezKmple  also.  .... 
.  .  .  .  I  have  now  to  tell  70a  that  I  hare  given  orders  to  all  your  officers,  that 
in  case  of  any  farther  signs  of  mutiny  they  are  not  to  think  of  confining  the  ring- 
leaders, bnt  to  pnt  them  to  death  instantly,  and  what  is  still  more,  I  have  given 
orders  to  the  batteries  to  bnrn  the  Lalona  with  red-hot  shot  in  cnaa  yon  drive  me 
by  yonr  mntinoQS  conduct  to  that  extremity.  I  know  in  this  case  the  officers  most 
perish  with  yon,  bnt  there  is  not  one  uf  them  but  is  ready  to  sacrifice  himself  for  the 

good  of  his  conntry  in  any  mode  whatever And  now  go  to 

chnrch  and  pray  (rod  to  inspire  yon  with  such  sentiments  as  may  acquire  yon  the 
respect  and  love  of  yonr  Conntrymen  in  this  World  and  eternal  happiness  in  the 

Th:;  iire-eating  old  sailor  who  made  this  address  was  most  sincerely 
religioua,  and,  in  private  life,  the  kindest  and  most  benevolent  of  men ; 
he  looked  carefully  after  the  food  and  comfort  of  the  soldiers  and 
sailors,  organised  a  society  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  St.  John's,  and 
was  all  his  life  a  permanent  subscriber  of  £20  annually  to  tliis  fund. 
It  was  mainly  through  his  exertions  that  the  old  Anglican  church  in 
St.  John's  wa^  thoroughly  repaired  and  improved  ;  it  httd  fallen  into  such 
a  dilapidated  condition  that  it  could  not  be  used,  and  divine  service  had 
to  be  held  every  Sunday  in  the  court  house.  Through  Waldegrave's 
active  exertions  over  £1,.500  was  obtained  from  the  king,  the  Society 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  and  private  friends — His  Excellency 
being  the  most  Jibeml  subscriber  of  all.  He  exerted  himself  also  to 
incrt-ase  the  miserable  salaries  of  the  clergymen  in  the  Colony,  Bishop 
O'Donel,  and  all  who  came  in  contact  with  the  Admiral,  pay  a  warm 
tribute  to  his  fine  character.  It  was  very  fortunate  for  our  island  that 
in  such  troublous  times  as  the  Irish  rebellion,  the  conspiracy  in 
St.  John's,  and  the  mutiny  of  the  Latona,  the  GoverDment  was  in  the 
hands  of  a  ruler  at  once  so  benevolent,  so  just,  and  above  all  so 
courageous. 


Kempeofeldt  in  csplurinr  part  of  a  French  id  command  Id  Sir  John  Jervis'  lietory  o»er 
CQDToy  noder  M.  De  Guicheo,  and  obtained  the  BpauiBh  fleet  off  Cape  St.  Vincant, 
poeuuion  of  anolher  privateer,  the  Boulogne,      February  Uth,  1797.     For  his  cool,  steady. 


of  16  guns.    During  the  aubeeqaent  peace,  and  merilorioua  condact  on 

Captain  Waldegrave,  with  the  exception  of  a  occasion,  he  was  offered  a  baronetcy,  which 

■hort  period  in  command  of  the  Miyeatic,  74,  bu  declined,  as  being  inferior  to  the  rank  of 

u  on  half-pay.    In  17B3,  on  the  commence-  an   earl's   son.     He   was  shortl;  ftfterwnrdi 


ment   of  the  French  revoluiionarj  war,   be  appointed  Governor  of  Newfoundland,  where 

was    appointed     to    the    command    of    the  he  remained  for  three  years ;  and  on  the  2Slh 

(Jottrageax,  74,  when  be  terved  nnder  Lord  of  December  1800  was  raised  to  the  peerage 

Hood     in     the     Mediterranean.       He    wa»  of  Irekud  as  Baron  BadKtock  of  Caatle  Town, 

nominated  a  colonel  of  marine»  on  Uth  of  Queen's  (bounty.     In  April  1802  ho  became  a 

April   1794,  and   was  adv&nced  tbe  4th  of  full  admiral.     About  the  same  period  be  was 

July  following  to  tbe  Fank  of  rear-admiral,  nominated  commander-in-chirf  in    the   Bast 

BOd  on  the  IM  Jane  1795  was  made  a  vice-  Indlen,  but  in  consequence  of  tbe  ceasalion  of 

admiraL     In  the  spring  of  I79fi  he  was  sent  hostilities  he  did  nut  accept  the  appointraCDt. 

with   6Te   ships  of    the  line   to   conduct  a  He  was  created  a  G.C.U.  in  181S,  and  dicA 

negotiation  of  great  delicacy  with  tbe  Bey  on  the  20th  Auguat  1833. 
of  Tunis.    Subsrquenily  be  fought  as  third 
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Tlie   opening  years   of    the   present   century   were    peaceful    and 
uneventful  in  our  island  Colony;   the  fisheries   were   successful,   the 
country   prosperous.     After   the   dangerous   conspiiacy   of  the  United 
Irishmen  had  been  put  down  with  a  strong  hand,  and  the  mutiny  on 
board  the  Latona  quelled  by  the  firmness  and  severity  of  Waldegnive, 
the  magistrates  report  to  the  new  Governor  for   1800— Vice- Admiral 
Cliarles  Moriee  Pole ' — "  tliat  peace  and  good  order  prevail  both  in  th« 
city   and   the  Colony."     Next   year  there   was  neither  Governor   nor 
Chief    Justice.     Admiral     Pole 
never   returned  to  tlie   Colony, 
and   poor   Routh  was  drowned 
on  the  passage  home  in  Novem- 
ber ;    Newfoundland,    however, 
d'les   not   appear   to   hjvve    felt 
their  loss.     Later  on,  at  the  end 
of  the  summer,  Doctor  J.  Ogden  * 
was  mnde  Acting  Chief  Justice, 
and  Captain  Robert  Barton,  of 
H.M.S.     La    Concorde,    Lieut.- 
Govemor.     Barton  guve  himself 
more    airs    and    assumed    more 
authority  than  a  duly  commis- 
sioned       administrator.         His 
presumption      caused     a     little 
fiiction  with   Brigadier-General 
SkeiTett,    an    old    campaigner, 

Trom  an  engraving  offer  NoTtheoU.  with    SIX    hundred    trOOpS   Under 

his  command,  who  could  not 
brook  being  ordered  about  by  a  young  captain  in  the  Navy.  Tlie 
magistrates  for  St.  John's — Ogden,  Rev.  J.  Hama,  and  George  Williams, 

'  Kr  C.  M.  Polf,  bom  in  1757.  entered  Admiral  of  the  Blue.     He  nan  in  comnuui'l  it 

the  lioy&l  Naval  Acadeinj,  l>or(8inouth,   in  the  ud successful  nttack  on  the  Spenish  fleel 

1770;  vaa  a  lieutenant  in  the  coniiiioil(in''ii  at  the  l«le  of  Aix  in  1799,  and  next  ymx  wts 

ship  iu  theactionicith  the  French  oflTraajoll}',  appointed  tu  the  Kewfoundland  EtatJoo  j  he 

nnci  commanded  a  body  of  nenmeD  and  ma-  only  held  the  poxt  for  one  year,  aa  be  wu 

rineB  at   the  siege  of  Pondiohefry  i   on  the  appointed  to  Hueceed   Neleon,  who  was  in- 

aurrender  of  ihut  place  he  waa  niHdc  master  disposed,   in   the   Bnltie.      He  was   made  a 

of  the   Corvtorunt   eloop;   he  became   po^l-  baronial  in    ISOl   and  vice-admiral  t   in  IBOS 

onptain    in    1779.     He    gallantly    capture!   a  he  sat  for  Newark.     In  1  g03  he  was  preaident 

larfie  ISpanish  ftifcute,  the  5anea  t'.'afaJtnn,  in  of  the  Board   of   Naval    Commi.ssionera  to 

\7i2,  for  which   he   was   proiied  by  Nelscm,  inventi^te  abiiws,  and    1806  became  oaeat 

who  wrote  :  *'  In  seamanship  he  showed  him-  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty.     In  1805  he  wM 

self  ns  superior  to  the  Don  as  in  gallantry";  made  Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  in  ISI8G.C.B. 

"never  was  a  young  man  who  bore  his  own  (From   Kalfu'b  Naoal  Biographg,  vol.  ii., 

merits  with  so  much  modesty."     In  17SS  he  p.  129.) 

he  WHS  made  a  ^rr.om  of  Ibe  bedchamber  to  '  Chief  Justice  Ogden  rcceired  bis  formal 

the  Duke  of  Clarence.     He  served  with  Iiord  commission  and  was  actually  sworn  id  Uoy 

Hood  at  Toulon,  and  in  1795  became  Bear-  1802. 
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chief  magibtrate — appealed  strenuously  to  Barton  to  allow  the  licences 
lo  remain  at  fhirty-six  instead  of  being  reduced  to  twonty-four; 
they  urged  that  the  publicans  were  paying  high  rents,  that  they  had 
laid  in  a  chuice  stOL-k  of  liquor,  and  that  they  would  be  ruined ;  His 
Honour's  reply  wag  very  curt  and  peremptory — his  order  must  be 
obeyed.'  There  were  strict  instrtictions  from  England  about  the  change 
in  the  flag— the  Uniun  Jack— eonaeqneiit  Ujion  the  union  of  England 
and  Ireland,  consummated  on  July  2nd,  ItiOO. 


All  this  time  war  was  raging,  bnt  its  effects  never  reached  Newfound- 
land; Englishmen  had  the  whole  island  and  banks  to  themselves, 
including  St.  Pierre  nnd  Miquelon  ;  our  only  competitors  were  a  few 
Amen'can  fishermen.  We  bad  large  well-armed  convoys  with  resolute 
naval  olficera  to  [irotect  our  fisliing  fleets,  and  men-of-war  permanentlj' 
.stationed  on  the  coast*  American  vessels  going  to  tlie  Mediterranean 
wei-e  always  in  danger  from  tbe  Algerine  pirates,  nnd  ihey  thert-fore 
smuggled  a  good  deal  of  their  cod  abroad  in  English  bottoms.  This 
year,  and  each  succeeding  year,  Ikences  were  issued  to  import  provisions 
strictly  in  British  vessels  manned  by  British  crews  but  it  appears  very 
evident  from  the  Governor's  proclamation  that  these  rules  were  evaded  ; 
American  traders  came  disguist^  as  fishing  vessels,  sold  and  bartered 
their  goods  in  the  outports,  and  stole  away  the  men  just  as  usual. 
Admiral  Gambler  strongly  recommended  support  being  given  to  the  seal 
fishery,  as  a  powerful  incentive  to  keep  the  men  in  the  Colony  during 
the  winter,  and  thus  prevent  the  constant  emigration  to  America. 


James  Gambier,*  Vice-AdmJral  of  the  White,  who  was  Governor  from 
1802  to  the  end  of  1803,  was  not  only  a  very  gallant  naval  officer,  but 


'  List  of  PeraonH  -who  have  nbtBiaed  Licekbks 
to  k*iip  Public  Uuukes  t 
1797,10  Hichelnuf,  1798 


Itlichael  Little. 
John  Coi. 
John  llolHn. 
Sarah  Martin. 
John  Cahill. 
Wm.  Power. 
P»tk.  FUonery. 
A  u^BtniHrNwiuvs. 
Wm.  McCwthj. 
Wta.  Weleb. 
Patrick  MpDod^iL 
AndreiT  8.  SL  John. 
Peter  L;oiu. 
Michael  Uata. 
Jamei  Mahet. 
John  Flood. 
John  Brophj. 


John  WiddieoDib. 
Edraoud  Dojle. 
Michael  HauloD. 
Tatrick  Redmond. 
John  Power. 
Thomiui  Murphj. 
Wm.  Prcudernet. 
Dominic  King. 
George  Shepherd. 
David  I'ower. 
Michael  Welih. 
John  Nevean. 
Phil  Harr«hMi. 
Daniel  Delanej. 
Mark  Codey. 
UichMl  Welsh. 


'  Captain  Edgell,  H  M.S.  FIhIo.  had  a 
honiie  aud  tann  near  Si.  John's,  unrt  resided 
here  many  years.  The  Pinio,  a  sloop,  appears 
to  have  remaitiecl  in  Newfoundland  for  aboiil 
twenty  years,  off  and  on. 

'  Jtmes  Uambier,  bom  in  \7h6  at  Xen- 
Frovidenee,  was  placed  on  the  books  of  the 
Yarmouth,  guard^bip  at  Chatban,  viuit  eleven 
years  old,  under  ihe  care  of  his  uncle.  Mecamo 
lieutenant  in  1777  while  serving  on  the  North 
American  station;  was  captured  in  IT'S  by 
tba  French,  but  was  soon  exi^hanged ;  he 
took  part  in  Ihe  relief  of  Jersey  in  1779, 
and  the  capture  of  Charlestown  in  1780.  He 
had  DO  further  appointment  afloat  till  17»:<. 
when  he  commisaioued  the  JJe/cnce  (74), 
for  the  ChaoDel  fleet.  Gambler's  notions  of 
reli(cion  nnd  morality  were  much  stricter  than 
those  in  vogue  at  that  time  i  his  ship  was 
known  as  "a  praying  ship,"  but  she  proved 
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was  far  in  advance  of  his  age,  both  in   regard   to  Ms  views  on  the 
future  prospects  and  governraent  of  the  Colony,  and  in  the  furthering 
of  all  humane  and  benevolent  ideas  for  educating  the  settlers'  children, 
and   civilizing  the   poor   Beothica     The   naval   ruler   has   been    much 
abused  in  our  histories ;  it  will  therefore  probably  afitonish   many  of 
my  readers  to  find  a  naval  governor  strongly  urging  on  the  Briiish 
Ministry  the  necessity  of  granting 
responsible    government    to    New- 
foundland in  1802.     This  communi- 
cation of  Gambier'a  shows  that  he 
was  a  Liberal  far  in  advance  of  his 
time ;  he  had  seen  the  benefits  of 
local   government   in   America  and 
Nova  Scotia,  and  knew  that  it  was 
necessary   for   the    progressive   ad- 
vancement of  the  Colony.     He  wrote 
to  Lord  Hobart  on  December  12th, 
1803,  as  follows:— 

"  I  am  led  to  ajiprehend  that  the 
preeent  ayatem  of  policy  obuerTed  townrda 
thia  lalond  is  defective,  being  iasufBcient 
for  effecting  the  hftppineaa  and  good  order 

of  the  commnnity    which  is    the  chief  ^^^^  oiMBiBB, 

eud  of  all  govemmetit.    This  I  attribute 

to  Ih,  w.nt  of  •  yo„w  i»  tt,  I.toJ  for  '™  "  "«"••"•  "^  =""«■ 

framing  fatos  /or  its  internal    regulation, 

and  for  rftiaing  the  Bums  neceasarj  to  promote  any  measure  of  public  utility  by 
-which  expense  mnst  be  incnrrbd.  .  .  .  No  money  can  lie  raised  here  except 
by  Tolnntary  contribution,  and  that  mode  must  be  alwayn  inadequate  for  the  many 

uMful  parposee  for  which  it  is  required I  therefore  feal  it 

incumbent  on  me  to  propose  to  year  Lordship's  consideration  the  eHsbUshment  of 


she  wOB  also  "  a  Ei^hiing  »faip  "  by  Mog  the  since  Kinp  John's    time,  if    not   from    the 

first  to  bienk   the   line  on   li^t  June   1794.  inya   of   William  the  Conqueror.    In   1807 

His  ship  Bufftred  severely ;  the  story  is  told  he   was  made  a    peer  for    hi<i    condncl   nt 

tbal  Captain  Pakenham  pasiinp;  nithln  hail  CopenhagED,  and  axaia  went  to  the  Admiralty, 

■aid  to  Gambier,  "  I  see  you've  been  kcocked  Gambier    itbb    strongly    oppoM^    to    Ixird 

about    a    good   deal :  never   mind,  Jimmy,  Covhrane'ii  Bttetnpt  to  use  fire-sbips  againsi 

whom    the     Lord    lovelh    He    cbasteneth."  the  Krench  inllisi|ue  Koadti  in  IBUtl.    Huiring 

Gambler's  conduct  Viiif    noticed  by    Howe,  thai  Cochrane  would  oppose  8  voteof  thanks, 

and  he  received  a  gold  medal.     In   1795  he  Gumbier  applied  for  a  court-martial,  aud  wm 

was  an  Admiralty  I-ord,  and  though   mode  aoquiltod  by  one  expn-saly  Euleoted  a«  friendly 

rear-udmirel    and    vire-Rdmiral    in    li9V,    he  to  him.      In  1814  be  was  a  commissioner  for 

remained  at   the   Admiralty  till   1801,    when  negolialing  a  treaty  with  the   United  Siatiii. 

he  bi-oamc  third  in  command  in  Ihe  Cbsnuel.  WaB  made  a  G.C.B.  in   1815,  and   Admiral 

In  1802  he  was  Governor  of  Newfoundland,  of  the  Fleet  in  1S80;  he  died  in  1B3.1.     He 

and  in   1804  again  went  to  the   Admiraltr.  was  only  at  sea  five  and  a  half  years  be. 

He  was  mainly  responsible  for  the  omission  tween  his  promotionti  to  lieutenant  and  rrar- 

of  the  onler  from  the  "  King's  Regulations  ''  admiral ;  his  naval  experience  was  thus  ex- 

rcquiriug   foreign   ships  nilhin  the  tiairow  tremely  limited. — (STUi-HliN's  Xal.  Diet,  of 

Seas  to  salute  the  flag,  an  order  maintained  Biosrayhy.') 
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a  Legiilativt  power  in  Hewfonndland,  Bimilar  to  that  which  hag  been  fouAit 
nece»»ary  to  the  protperity  cMd  good  government  of  other  parte  of  H.M.  foreign 
dominionB." 

The  British  Qovemment  would  not  Usten  to  his  proposal ;  they  had 
given  Nova  Scotia  Home  Rule  years  before,  but  poor  Newruundland  had 
still  to  struggle  tliirty  years  more  for  tliis  great  boon.  Even  when  the 
privilege  of  a  proper  court  o£  jufltice  was  granted  after  a  long  6ght — 
though  an  able  lawyer  like  Reeves  was  sent  out  for  the  firat  two  years 
— the  salary  of  the  chief  justice  on  tbe  second  appointment  was  reduced 
,  to  JE30U  a  year,  resulting  in  cheap  and  inefficient  judges — an  out-port 
doctor,  a  worn-out  poor  old  navy  surgeon,  a  broken-down  mercbent,  and 
an  impecunious  Iriah  Bquireen. 

One  important  event  occurred  dm-ing  Oambier'R  administration,  the 
peace  of  Amiens  in  1802.  All  the  conquered  territory  was  to  be  given 
back  ;  so  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  were  again  returned  to  the  Fiench,^ 
and  the  right  of  fishery  restored  to  them  "  in  the  manner  tbey  were 
"  entitled  to  enjoy  the  same  under  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht " ;  so  rwjs  the 
Governor's  proclamation. 

The  utmost  harmony  seems  to  have  prevailed  between  the  Governor, 
Bishop  O'Donel,  and  the  Protestant  clergyman.  Two  schools,  known 
as  the  St.  John's  Charity  Schools,  were  established,  mainly  through 
Qambier's  influence,  one  for  Roman  Catholics  and  the  other  for 
Protestants.  The  Grammar  School,  established  in  1799,  with  the 
Rev.  Louis  Amadous  Anspach  as  master,  lasted  only  a  few  years,  as  in 
1802  we  6nd  the  author  of  the  "  History  of  Newfoundland  "*  a  justice 
of  the  peace  in  Harbour  Grace,  and  Church  of  England  missionary 
thei'e.  Besides  his  efforts  to  promote  education  and  to  increase  the 
clergy  in  the  island,  Qambier  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  unfortunate 
Beothics,  An  Indian  woman  was  brought  to  St.  John's  by  the  notorious 
William  Cull,  for  which  he  leceived  a  reward  of  £50.  Cull  evidently 
did  not  take  kindly  to  His  Excellency's  ideas  about  the  savages ;  in  his 
opinion  the  only  dtcent  Indian  was  a  dead  Indian ;  be  writes  to  the 
Governor:  "The  people  do  not  hold  with  civilizing  the  Indians,  as  they 
"  think  that  they  will  kill  more  than  they  did  before."  All  thoughtful 
care  and  attention  was  shown  to  the  poor  Beothic  woman,  and  she  was 
to  be  sent  back  to  her  kindred  loaded  with  presents.  With  tlie  views 
held  by  Cull  and  hLi  companions,  it  is  very  doubtful  if  she  ever  reached 
the  wigwams  of  her  tribe. 

'  Ad  accouDt  of  the  aurrender  will  be  CaloD  j  i  it  ii  rather  too  tnll  of  hii  owu  kffaira, 

fooDd  in  the  ohnpter  on  St.  Vierre.  his  ood  importuiee,  and  hii  nurraw  religious 

■  Aiwpach'»  Hittorg  of  NeiBfaitmtUattdie  Tiewg.    It  i«  also,  unfortnnatelj,  verjr  inaccu- 

a  valuable  addition  to  our  knowledge  of  the  rate  and  unrelittblt). 
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Sir  Erasmus  Gower^  succeeded  Gambier  in  1804  ;  he  is  principally 
remembered  for  the  street,  thirty  feet  wide,  bearing  his  name,  which  he 
laid  out.  The  population  at  this  time  wns  increasing  rapidly;  six 
hundred  and  seventy  Irisli  emigrants 
landed  in  St,  John's  in  one  year. 
In  1804  the  population  is  returned 
as  more  than  twenty  thousand,  the 
quantity  of  fish  caught  as  over  six 
hundred  thour-and  quintals;  for  tho 
same  year  the  returns  of  the  seal 
fisheiy  sliow  a  i.et  result  of  thirty- 
four  thousand  seah,  and  boat  or 
schooner  fishery  of  seventj- three 
thousand.*  The  records  show  great 
activity  in  ship-building,  thirty 
vessels  of  two  thoiiaaiid  three 
hundred  tons  having  been  built  this 
year  on  the  island.  One  iiiipoi~taiib 
fishery  seems  to  have  been  entirely 
iiedected;  the  whole  pack  of  her- 

BIB  EUBXC8  aOWEB.  °  ,111 

,      ^     ,.  nntrs  IS  ffiven  as  about  a  hundred 

Trom  OH  ngrating  qfttr  Licetay.  h  '      "    & 

barreU.  The  imports  are  very  large : 
221,162  gallons  of  rum  ;  bread  and 
flour,  83.389  cwt. ;  pork  and  beef,  10,522  cwt.,  not  allowing  for  all 
the  smuggled  provisions  brought  in  by  Americans.  One  of  these 
Yankee  vessels  was  nearly  caught  at  Titton  Hnrbour,  but  all  that  the 
naval  captain  could  actually  find  out  that  she  had  on  boiirfl  were 
garde^i  seeds. 

We  find  in  the  annals  of  this  time,  and  all  through  the  history  of 
the  Colony,  hitter  complnints  of  the  tyranny  of  the  mei-chants  towards 

'  SlrE.  Gowrr,  etdvetHOn  of  AbelGower,  look  Lord   Macartne}'  and  tii«  embniuij  to 

of   Glandovvu,   Pembrokeehire,   entered   the  China  in  the  Lion,  for  which  service  he  ivas 

Nkt;  in  175.')  under  ihe  care  of  liis  uncle,  knif^hied.     In     1T94     he    ciinnnaoded    the 

Captain   Donklej.     He   served   ihraugh   the  TriumjA,  one  of  the  ships  vith  Coraniill!! 

war  on   the   Ameiican  and  home   statii.ni',  in  bi&  celebrated  relreat.     Dnrini;  the  mutiny 

pawed  for  lieutenant  1763,  aind  was  lent  to  at  Ihe  Nore  he  hoisted  a  broad  pennant  iin 

PnrlujEBl  for  service   Bgainst  the   Bourbons.  the  Nrplvnt  for  the  defence  of  Uie  Thames, 

t^erved  under  Coinino<Iiirc  Bjron,  and  in  1769  vhich  ship  he  conlinued  to  commaod  till  ha 

under  Sir  George  liodiiey   in  Jainuica.    In  became  rear-admiral  in   1799:  he  was  made 

1779   wsi  Brst  lieutenant  in  the  Siiitdisirh,  vice-admiral  in   1704,  and  Bdiniral  in   1809. 

Rodney's    flaf^ship,   at   the    capture  of    the  Ilediedat  Ubmbledon.in  Hampi^hire.in  1H14. 

Spani-h  convoy  oH  Cape  Finisterre,  and  tool:  —  (SteI'HKN'b  Nat.  Diet,  of  Biogmphy.y 

command  of  the   Gtiiputcoa  prize.     Ho  gnl-  '  In  the  Appendix  will  be  found  a  Inn^ 

iHDtly  captured  the  Vrijherd,  a  Dutch  ship  of  and  very  inleresliti);  account  of  the  early  seal 

SO  puns,  under  the  batterie^i  at  Cuddalore,  and  fishery,    wrilteu    by    Mr.    John    RIand    (o 

WKm  after  the  CAnweur  sloop  with  important  Governor  Gambier.     1BI7  was  another  year 

de'^palches  to  SuffreD.     From   1786  10   1789,  like  18612;  a  conliunalion  of  N.B.  ^les  dmvo 

(ioiver  was  Commodore  Elliot's   flag  captain  twenty-five  vessels  ashore,  but  no  live*  were 

on  the  Ne»fuundland  station,   and   in   1792  lost. 
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their  dealers.  They  never  gave  out  the  prices  of  the  arlicles  sold  on 
credit  to  the  fishermen,  and  they  "  broke  the  price  of  fish  in  August," 
just  at  the  amount  they  liked.^  In  good  years  some  relie*"  was  obtained 
from  the  competiiion  of  the  sack  ships,  who  bought  fish  from  the 
independent  planters  and  gave  good  cash  prices.  The  labouring  men 
complained  to  Governor  Gower  that  the  merchants  "price  their  own 
"  goods  and  ours  also  as  they  think  most  convenient  to  them,"  *  To 
remedy  this  intolerable  state  of  affairs  His  Excellency  adopted  t)ie 
following  drastic  remedy  : — 

"  Whereas  I  am  inrormed  that  a  practice  has  prevaileil  in  some  of  ihe 
outports  of  this  island  among  the  merchants  of  not  informing  their  dealers  of  the 
prices  of  the  supplies  advanced  for  the  Beas^w,  or  the  prices  they  will  allow 
for  the  produce,  uatil  they  are  in  posaeasion  of  the  planter's  voyage,  whereby 


'  There  were  i 
outports  abtiul  merchants'  prices  and  their 
dealings  witli  the  H)ihennen.  The  one  from 
t'opo  Buys  ;  "  For  a  numher  of  years  back 
«e  have  been  slnipitling  with  the  world,  na 
we  suppose,  thrniifth  Ihe  impositions  of  Ihe 
merchants  and  iheir  Bgents  by  their  esorbi- 
tant  prices  on  shop  poods  and  provisions, 
by  which  means  we  are  from  year  to  year 
held  in  debt  so  as  not  daring  to  find  fault, 
fearing  we  ma;  starve  at  the  approach  of 
every  winter.  We  beini;  at  Ihe  distance  of 
seventy  leagues  from  ihe  Capital,  where  we 

'  Pnicss  of  Pbotisions  ai 


suppose  they  arrogate  to  themselves  a  power 
not  warranted  by  any  law,  In  selling  to  us 
every  article  ot  theirs  at  any  price  they  think 
fit,  and  taking  from  ui<  the  produce  of  a 
whole  year  at  whatever  price  they  think  lit 
to  give,  'i'hey  take  it  on  themselves  to  price 
their  own  goods  and  ours  also  as  they  think 
most  convenient  to  them."  The  pelition  is 
signed  by  many  Irisliicen — Patrick  Murrav, 
J'cter  Kowler,  Toby  McGrnth,  Michael 
Burke,  James  Ueehan,  John  Geary,  Wm. 
Broders,  and  Wm.  Keele. 
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the  Ifttter  are  exposed  to  great  impoaitioDs,  the  merchanta  are  hereby  required  to 
make  known  to  their  deftlers  before  the  15th  daj  of  Aegoat  in  ereiy  j'e&r,  or  at 
the  time  of  delivery,  the  prioea  of  provisiona  and  other  oouimodit.iea  sold  by  them, 
and  the  prices  they  will  give  for  fish  and  oil,  and  to  fix  a  acbednle  thereof  in 
some  Gonapionnas  part  of  their  reapecCive  atorea  ;  and  iu  case  any  merchant  ahall* 
neglect  to  comply  with  this  asoful  injunction,  and  a  dispute  ahall  arise  betireen 
him  and  any  dealer  respecting  the  prices  charged  on  snch  merchant's  accouct,  and 
Borh  dixpute  shall  be  brought  into  a  court  of  justice,  the  same  shall  be  determined 
according  to  the  loioe$t  price  charged  for  such  goods,  and  the  higkeit  prioe  given 
for  flsh  and  oil  by  any  other  merchant  in  that  district.  And  the  judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  aurrogatee  and  the  magistrat«s,  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined 
in  all  such  oasea  to  govern  themselves  by  this  regnlation. 
"  Uiven  under  my  hand,  September  12,  1805. 

"  B.  GOWEE," 

The  e\iU  of  the  track  aystem  have  been  exposed  by  many  able 
writers  on  political  economy ;  a  parliamentary  commission  showed  its 
workings  amongst  the  Shetland  fisher  folk,  how  men  lived  and  died 
without  ever  once  getting  their  necks  free  from  the  yoke  of  the  shop. 
In  Newfoundland  this  terrible  evil  is  abnost  coaval  with  the  fisheiy. 
To  tiiis  veiy  day  there  arc  places  in  the  Colony  where  neither  the  wages 
of  the  labourers  on  the  merchants'  wliarves  nor  Government  roads,  nor 
even  the  widow's  poor  relief,  are  paid  in  Ciish.  Tinick  had  to  be  killed 
by  a  stringent  Act  of  Parliament  in  the  United  Kingdom,  but  do 
Government  in  Newfoundland  has  yet  had  the  courage  to  declare  that 
the  labourer  is  really  worthy  of  his  hire — that  payments  in  truck  are 
illefral,  and  all  such  paymasters  liable  to  a  penalty.  Truck  is  not  a 
crying  evil  in  St.  John's ;  it  is  "  the  dark  places  of  the  earth  that  are 
full  of  wickedness,"  and  it  is  in  the  distant  out-ports,  and  amongst  petty 
traders  and  old-fashioned  houses,  that  it  still  fiourishes  in  full  vigour. 

It  is  not  necessary,  for  s  clear  view  of  our  history,  to  dwell  much 
on  minute  details.  From  this  period  onwards  the  Colony  began  steadily 
to  improve ;  a  primitive  post  office  was  instituted  in  1805,  under  Sitnon 
Solomon  (father  of  our  first  postmaster-general,  William  Solamon) ; '  a 
newspaper,  the  Royal  Gazette,  which  still  fiourishes,  was  instituted  by 
Mr.  John  Ryan,  an  American  loyalist,  in  1806  ;  it  was  published  as  a 
possible  evil  thing,  under  the  most  severe  restrictions  ;  security  in  £200 
sterling  had  to  be  given,  and  the  magistrates  were  to  have  the  perusal 

'  The  poitnge  ntei  in  18  IS  were  as  foUoiTB :- — 
From  Canada  : 

On  a  ^-oi.  letter  the  pottage  from — 

Quebec       -  -  -  1  8  Winior 

Montreal     -  -  -  2  1  Digby 

Three  Hi*era  -  -  1  10^  HurtoQ 

Bertbier       -  •  -  3  1  Yannouth    - 

York  (Toronto)  -  -  9  9  PJctou 

Niagara       -  -  2  BJ  Panaboro    ■ 
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of  the  contents  of  the  paper  before  publication.'  I  am  thankful  that 
duty  ia  not  incumbent  on  ub  now,  especially  iluring  the  elections,  when 
each  party  organ  is  full  of  audacity,  mendacity,  and  scurrilous  personal 


abuse.     Nothing  better  indicates  the  pleasant  social  relations  of  St.  John's 
at  this  time  than  the  founding  of  the  Benevolent  Irish  Society ;  this 
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institution,  which  still  flourisliea  in  full  vigour,  was  instituted  under 
the  hnppieat  ciicumstances.  James  McBraire  was  the  most  active 
amongst  the  founders,  and  president  from  1809  to  1821,  when  he  left  the 
Colony.    I  quote  from  Bishop  Howley  ;— 

"  The  preliminary  meeting  '  of  a  nnmber  of  Irisb  gentlemen,  desirous  of  re- 

*  lieriug  the  wants  and  dietreeaeH  of  their  coantrjineii  and  fellow-croataretf  at 
'  largo,  was  held  at  the  London  Tavern,  in  St.  John's,  on  Wednesday,  thra 
'  6th  FehrniLry,  1806.     It  was  nnauimously  agreed  "  That  a  societj,  formed  upon 

*  true  principles  of  benevolence  and  philanthropy,  would  be  the  most  effectnal  mode 
'  of  esbablishing  a  permanent  relief  to  the  wrelched  and  distressed."  Under  this 
'  conviction,  it  was  proposed  to  elect  a  committee  from  the  gentlemen  present  to 

*  form  a  code  of  mies  and  regnlations  for  the  government  of  the  society,  tbe 

*  extension  and  regnlations  of  the  charitj,  and  to  consult  with  the  RC.  Rev.  Doctor 
'  O'Donel  and  others,  whose  local  knowledge  of  this  country  could  best  inform 
'  them  as  to  the  most  efFectaal  and  beneficial  mode  of  e^itabliahing  a  Chabitablb 

*  Irish  Socieit  npon  firm  principles  of  loyalty,  true  benevolence,  and  philanthropy. 

*  when  the  following  gentlemen  were  nominated  and  unanimcnsly  chosen: 
'  Lient.  -  Col.  John  Murray,  James  UcBraire,  Ei({.,  John  MoEellop,  Esq., 
'  Mr.  Joseph  Church,  Captain  Winckworth  Tonge.' 

"  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  society  was  purely  unaectarian  in  its  origin. 
and  all  denominations  of  Christiana  were  admissible  to  its  ranks,  the  only  quali- 
fications required  being  that  one  should  be  either  an  Irishman  or  a  descendant  of 
an  Irishman." 

JameB  McBraire,  who  figures  prominently  in  the  social  and  political 
life  of  the  Colooy  at  this  period,  was  a  very  remarkable  cliaraeter. 
Originally  a  sergeant  in  the  Army,  he  came  out  to  Newfoundland  a  poor 
man ;  he  noon  acquired  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  shi-ewdest  and 
most  prosperous  husiness  men  of  the  place.  On  the  constitution  of  a 
volunteer  corps  he  wna  appointed  captain ;  he  drilled  his  companies 
admirably,  if  severely ;  some  of  the  gentlemen,  like  Magill,  complained 
of  his  lieing  a  martinet,  and  terribly  overbearing;  finally  he  rose  to  be 
mnjor-commandant  of  the  St.  John's  Volunteer  Bangers.'  McBraire  was 
of  a  very  fine,  commanding  presence,  and  never  looked  better  than  when 
at  the  head  of  his  table,  dispensing  hospitality.  In  all  riots  the  major 
was  a  terror  to  the  mob.  In  the  year  1816  a  transport,  with  troops  for 
England,  put  into  St.  John's  for  water,  with  Dr.  L&slie  on  beard.     He 

'  In     1806     the    Royal     Newfoundlnnd  Commandant  jOHptainsBoucbier,  T.Williams, 

RangersiTere«mbi)dieduoderMajorMcBrBLre,  Lilly,  McAtlitiier,  G.  R.  RobinBon,  Crawford, 

Commandant ;  Caiilaina  Parker,  I.  WilliimB,  Baynes,      Bynn,      Triiningham,     Tbumat  ; 

Bouchier,   T,   Williams,  and   Batten;   Lieu-  I.iiru(PDaulBMellcdgc,nToiim,8teiraTl,McLea, 

tenaDlB  Henry  Shea,  Solomon,  Lilly,  Steven-  Simpson,  LiviDgston,  Oriere,   AmoU,   Clifc, 

■on.   Baire;  Ensigns   Parker,   Gill,  Thoinai,  Shaooon;  Eniiigiia  HorriB.  McCalmun,  Ren- 

Uelledge,Parw)Dst  SurgeanCoaghtaQ;  Qnar-  (lell,  Scott,   Willis,   N.   Gill,    Niren    I^ngij 

ter-Maater  Bceulen.  Adjutant   Hughes;  Qoarter- Master   B«mes; 

In   1812   the   corps   had   fallen    into    a  Surgeon  Dr.  lluggan. 
disorfranised  Mate,  and  was  lecun'tnicted,  on  Major-GeDcral  Cam])liel1  cummandcdthe 

the  breakins  out  of  the  American  war,  with  troops,  which  at  this  time   numbered  seven 

the    following    officers :  —  lilajor   UcBraire,  hundred  and  &fty. 
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mentions   dining    in    state    at   Major   McBraire's   with    the    principal 

merchants  and  officers  of  the  garrison.    After  an  excellent  dinner,  ae  the 

gentlemen  were  smoking,  there  was  a  great  noise  heard  outside  ;  McBraire 

immediately  put  on  his  hat  and  rushed  out  with  a  long  6tuflF.     The 

Btetor  de-ic-ribes  witli  delight  the  prompt  way  in  which  the  redoubtable 

Major  quelled  the  disturbance  j  everyone  went  down  before  his  terrible 

wand,  and  in  five  minutes  the  mob  dispersed.     McBraire  left  this  Ci'lony 

alx>ut   1822,' and  settled  with  his  only  son  at  Berwick -on-Tweed ;  he 

carried  offa  fortune  of  about  £80,000  sterling.    He  was  reputed  to  have 

made  a  great  deal  of  money  in  the  American  war ;  one  of  the  prizes  htid 

a  load  of  grind-stones,  some  twelve  hundred ;  of  course  these  went  for  a 

song.     Someone  asked  McBraire,  who 

hiid    purchased    them,   what   he   was 

going  to  do  with  such  a  lot  ?     "  You 

will  see,"  said   he,  and  tliey  did  see. 

In  the  winter  the  tuwn  was  short  of 

biscuit,  McBraire  had  his  stores  full ; 

every  mau  who  bought  a  bag  of  bread 

had  also  to  buy  a  grind-atone  for  two 

dollai-s. 

Sir  Erasmus  Gower  not  only  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  benevolence. 
Ids  promotion  of  religion  and  education, 
lie  was  equally  remarkable  for  his 
zeal  in  reforming  the  courts  of  justice ; 
he  raised  the  salaiy  of  the  Chief 
ADjfiRiL  HOLLowiT "  Justice  from  £300  to  £500  per  annum, 

From  an  >«grari«g  bg  Cook.  '^^'^  ^he  Stipendiary  mngistraies  were 

under  his  administration  fii-st  given 
permanent  pay;  he  significantly  hints  to  all  these  officials  that,  for 
the  futui-e,  they  must  not  he  concerned  in  any  private  or  professional 
business  in  the  town.''  In  bis  recommendations  to  the  Home  Govern- 
ment he  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  thein  that  St.  John's  was  no 
longer  a  mere  fishing  station,  but  a  large  commercial  seapoi't ;  that  the 
promotion  of  agriculture  and  a  secure  tenure  of  lands  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  its  future  welfiire  and  progress.     He  said  : — 

"  It  is  eighteen  years  since  I  was  first  on  this  station,  and  the  great  improve- 
ments and  changea  that  have  taken  place  in  tbiit. time,  render  it  now  absolutely 

'  The  story  is  told  thai  bh  ^[cBraire  nas  any  of  the  u^iiai  biographical  works,  nor  in 

(tolog  ont  ct  the  Hnrbnur  he  wavtd  his  hanJ  Srui'HEN't  JVni.  Diet,  af  Biugraphy. 
ami   Kaid  :    "  Good.hje,    NewfouDdlaodprs  ;  '  From  the  Cennui  of  1794  it  nppeart 

good-bye,  you  poor  fools."  that  at  that  date  ChieF  JiiMicc  D'Ewes  C»ke 

*  Admiral  HollowRy  was  Goveroor  from  onned  and  operated  a  fishing  room  at  Quidi 

IBOT  to  1810.     His  name  do«s  not  appear  in  Vidi. 
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ueresaarj  that  the  capital  of  this  Colciny  ehonld  no  longer  be  cramped,  cabined, 
and  confined  by  laws  and  reetrictionB,  which  at  preeent  are  entirely  ansnited  to  its 
condition  and  progrcBS." 

He  had  to  use  nt  all  times  great  pressure  npon  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment  to   obtain    their  consent   to  the   free   importation   of   American 
provisions.     There  was  evidently  a  bitter  dislike  and  jealously  of  the 
United  States,  and  it  was  only  tlie  absolute  lequirement  of  food  for  the 
Island  that  made  the  British  Government  reluctantly  give  way  on  this 
point.     In  accordance  with  a  strongs 
petition  frooi  the  merchants,  he  tried 
to     obtain     for     Newfoundland    the 
exclusive  privilege  of  supplying  the 
West   Indies  with   salt   codfish,   and 
the   British   Army   and    Navy   with 
regular  rations  twice  a  week  of  onr 
great    staple,   but    failed.     In    1803. 
Labrador   and  Anticosti    were   ag.iin 
re-united      to      the      Newfoundland 
Government,  and  the  courts  made  per- 
manent under  an  Act  of  Parliament 

In  1810  the  celebrated  Admiral, 

Sir  John  Thomas  Duckworth,'  beciime 

Governor,    He  made  another  and  more 

MiKT  liiBcn."  serious  attempt  to  concihate  the  Red 

From  a  drawing  bji  Ladu  llamittm.  tt  t'.  .tii  ti-»tp 

Indians.  Lieutenant  Buchan,  K.N.,  of 
H.M.S.  Pike,  VfBB  sent  to  Exploits  with  a  party  of  seamen  and  marines. 
It  was  in  the  winter,  and  after  undergoing  unparalleled  hardships  they  at 
last  canioup  with  the  Beothics.  The  gallant  Buclian  did  all  in  his  (wwer 
to  promote  friendsliip  with  the  savages ;  lie  left  two  of  his  marines  with 


'  Sir  J.  T.  Duckwonh,  bpm  in  1748,  w«s  Cadi*,  he  capriired  a  rich  Spoiii»h  convoy; 

the  BOD  i>r  Rev.  A.  Duckworth,  afienrards  his  ithsre  of  ine  priie-moiie;  has  been  fiaid  to 

Vicarof  Stok(>  Pngia  and  Canou  of  WlDdmr;  have   amouuted   to   £75,000.      Wis  made  a 

entered  llic  Nai'v  st  eleven,  and  waa  present  K.I),  for  his  Bcri'ices  in  the  West  Indiee  in 

at  tb«  dcainiction  of  M.  de  la  Clue'a  equadron  ISO);    he  d  I  related,  in    1803,   the   operation)' 

in  LapoB  Buy  and   the  Battle  ot  (lueben.n  which   resulted  in  the  surrender  of  Geneml 

Bay.     DuckKiirth  served  in  Byron's  ship  iu  KcchambeBu  at  San  ])oininpo.     The   oppra- 

Ihe  action   off    Grenada  in    1779,   and  was  tions  couducted  by  him  durin)^  1805-6-7  were 

immediately    promoted    to    be     commander  not  at  all  auccessfiil.     He  iras  Governor  of 

of  (he  Boi-er.    He  was  praised  apcciaily  by  Newfouodland  from   1810  to  1813  ;   on  hit 

Lord  Howe  for  hie  behaviour  in  the    Orion  return  he  was  made  a  baronet;  he   became  B 

(74),  at  the  action  off  Usbant,  and  received  a  full  admiral  in   1810.     Of  all  the  men  vrho 

Sold  mfdal.     He  was  present  at  the  capitu-  have    attained    dlBtioction    in    the    English 

ition  of  Minorca  in  1798,  and  expected  to  Navy,  (here  is  none  whose  character  baa  been 

receive   a   bnronelcy.      In    17119   he   became  more  discussed. — (IJriirHiiN'B  Nat.  JJiel.  of 

Rear-AdniimI    of     the    White ;     was    with  hioyTaphy.') 
Lord  Sl  Vincent  in  his  nnsuccesaful  pursuit  '  One    of    the   1 

of  Admiral  Uniix.    In  IBOO,  when  blockading  Beothics. 
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theoi,  and  some  Indians  accompanied  him.  The  blood-thirsty  character 
of  these  aborigines  and  their  treachery  is  most  forcibly  exhibited  by 
the  terrible  tragedy  with  which  this  promising  effort  to  conciliate  their 
savage  nature  ended  The  two  marines  left  by  Buchan  with  the  Indians 
were  found  lying  about  two  hundred  yards  apart;  that  of  the  corporal, 
being  first,  was  pierced  by  one  arrow  in  the  back,  three  had  entered  that 
of  Southland  ;  they  were  laid  out  straight,  with  their  feet  towards  the 
river,  and  back  upwards ;  their  heads  were  off,  and  had  been  carried 
away.  No  blame  can  attach  to  Buchan  for  this  melancholy  disaster ; 
the  whole  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  gaiu  the  friendship  of  the 
Indians  by  exhibiting  confidence  in  them,  and  trusting  white  men 
unarmed  amongst  them. 

Whatever   our  sentimental    feelings   may   be   for  these    primitive 

inhabitants,  all  their  history  shows  that  the  one  ineradicable  feature  in 

their   character   was    an    insatiable 

hatred  of  the  pale  faces.     They  must 

have  known,  if  we  give  them  credit 

for  any  intelligence,  that  this  was  a 

mission   of    peace,   and   that   there 

was  no  intention  of  injuring  them. 

Every  other  motive  in   them  seems 

to  have  been  overpowered  by  their 

instinct  to  kill  the  white  man.    There 

can  be  no  doubt  that   the  settlers 

hunted  them  like  wolves,  and  shot 

them  in  cold  blood  whenever  they 

encountered    them.     The    captured 

Indian  woman,  Shandithit,  declared 

that  the  hatred  of  the  white  man  was 

so  strong  amongst  her  people  that 

she   would   not  be   a^in   tolerated 

BIB  J.  T.  DBciwoHTH.  ijy   )ier   tribo    aftct  speaking   with 

Fron,a,^rrapi„eon«-B^iuv  Englishmen.      With    such    feelings 

against  Europeans  all   attempts   at 

reconciliation  were   fruitless.     There  are  many  conjectures   about   the 

ultimate  fate  of  the  Bed  Indians,     Bonnycastle  thinks  they  may  have 

emigrated  in  a  body  to  the  Canadian  Labrador,  and  he  mentions,  in 

confirmation  of  this  view,  the  arrival  at  the  Bay  of  Seven  Islands  of  a 

body  of  Indians  who  were  neither  Mountaineers  nor  Mic  Macs,  whom  he 

therefore  conjectures  were  the  remnant  of  our  Beothics.     This  may  be 

so,  but  the  general  opinion  of  those  who  have  studied  the  subject  most 

/     p.  3729.  B    B 
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closely  is  that  the  Red  Indians  were  exterminated  partly  by  the  settlers, 
and  tlie  Uic  Macs,  partly  hy  famine  and  disease.' 

To  the  energy  of  Sir  Joha  Duckworth  St  John's. is  indebted  for 
many  improvements;  it  was  through  his  exertions  that  the  Act 
61  Geo.  III.  was  passed  in  1811.  In  September  of  that  year  Hia 
Excellency  issued  the  following  notice  : — 

"  WiereaH  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  tifty-first  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign, 
entitled  '  An  Act  for  taking  avray  the  public  nse  of  certain  ships'  rooms  in  thfl 
town  of  St.  Jolin's  in  the  laland  of  Newfoundland,  Ac.,'  it  ib  enacted  that  the 
several  shipa'  rooms  therein  mentioned,  shall  and  may  be  granted,  let  and  pos^^ased 
as  private  property.  Notice  is,  therefore,  hereby  given,  that  His  Escellency  the 
Governor  will  by  virtue  of  the  aathority  in  him  vested  by  tfaa  said  recited  Act, 
proceed  to  let  or  lease  the  said  several  fishing  rooms  in  lots,  for  the  accommodation 
of  those  who  may  be  inclined  to  build  thereon,  conformably  to  a  plan  which  may 
be  seen  by  application  at  this  office,  on  or  before  the  7tb  day  of  October  neit." 

In  a  very  short  space  of  time  the  whole  of  this  areti  was  let  on 
leases  forthirtyyears,  renewable  at  a  rental  amounting  to  £1,000  sterling 
per  annum.  A  considerable  space,  both  in  the  east  and  west  end  of  the 
town,  was  reserved  for  ship-s'  rooms  and  flakes  ;  it  is  within  the  memory 
of  most  of  us  when  all  the  frontage  below  Brooking's  and  near 
Newman's  was  covered  with  flakes. 

Anspach  says  of  tliis  leasing  of  the  ships'  rooms  i — 

"  They  were  divided  into  a  certain  nnmber  oriots, and  putQp  to  public  auction. 
in  leases  for  thirty  years,  renewable  at  tlie  OTpimtion  of  that  time  upon  payment 
in  way  of  a  fine  of  a  sum  ci|iinl  to  Ihrfi:  years'  rent  of  the  lot  so  purchased  if  built 
with  timber,  and  of  a  sum  equal  to  one  year's  rent  if  built  oE  stone  or  brick.  The 
pnrcha??cr  of  a  lot  might  at  liis  option  take  the  next  lot  adjoining  backward  at  the 
same  price  that  he  paid  for  the  first.  Party  wdlla  be- 
tween adjoining  lots  were  to  he  Iniilt  of  brick  or  stone  of 
twenty  inches  thick,  to  stand  equally  on  each  lot.  The 
buildings  were  to  be  of  the  height  of  two  stories,  or  not 
less  than  eighteen  feet  from  sill  to  wall^ptate.  and  no 
encroachments  were  to  be  made  on  the  space  alloted  for 
the  streets  by  bow-windows,  porches,  or  other  erections." 
The  merchants  petitioned  the  Crown  thnt  this 
money  might  be  retained  in  the  Colony,  for  the 
purposes  of  providing  police,  lighting,  and  sewer- 
ing of  the  town,  and  to  aH'ord  protection  from 
fire.  This  reasonable  request  was  not  complied 
with  ;  however,  through  Sir  Thomas'  representa- 
tions, a  few  permanent  police  were  established, 
but  in  order  to  protect  themselves  from  fire,  the  Meichanta'  Society 
had   to  organise  an  association  which  was  both  a  fire  brigade  and  a 

I  Mr.  James  Howlev  tells  me  that  the  hefonndthej  wcrca  lon^  way  fhrtherdoim,  he 

whole  trouble  was  cau5i:(l  by  (he  chief  of  the  turned  back,  and  created  a  eu!ipicion  amoDgst 

Iribe.     He  undertiluud  Buvhan  had  the  pre-  the  ladisns  that  Buchan'g  force  was  to  cap- 

rient*  on  tbe  river  n(  the  outlet  from  the  lake.  tnre  them.    On  his  return  he  took  them  all 

Ue  went  thither  with  tbe  Enjjliih,  and  when  off  into  the  woods. 
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vigilance  committee ;  it  waa  managed  and  controlled  by  the  astute  and 
ubiquitous  McBraire, 

In  1812  began  the  second  American  War.     The  ostensible  cause  was 
the   right  of    search   claimed   by  England,   and   tlie   impressment   of 
seamen.    The  real  reason,  as  is  now  admitted  by  all  candid  American 
historians,  was  Madison's  re-election  as   President.     He  did  not  want 
war,   but    felt   that    his    chance    of    being    elected    agnin    depended 
upon  his  taking  that  course.     All  the  blood  that  was  shed,  and  the 
English    and   American   property   destroyed   in   this    terrible   conflict, 
was    ^'imply    to    gi'atify    the    inordinate    political    ambition    of    this 
unscrupulous  man.     For  once,  the  British  Government  were  ready  and 
prepared  for  tlie  strug'gle ;  in  St.  John's  alone  there  were  three  sail  of 
the  line  and  twenty-one  frigates,  with  thirty-seven  sloops,  brigs,  and 
schooners  of  war.     Mr.  Ewen  Stabb 
told  of  thirty  American  prizes  being 
brou ght  into  the  hai-bour.  Ihaveheard 
a  gentleman   describe   his   walking 
across  from  Bennett's  (now  Duder's) 
to  Alsnp's,   on   the   south   side,   on 
American  prizes  chained  together,^ 

During  the  whole  of  the  conflict 
Newfoundland  was  in  a  great  slate 
of  prosperity ;  wages  were  high, 
provisions  were  very  dear,  having  all 
to  be  brought  from  England  and  the 
British  provinces,  but  fish  ond  oil 
and  all  our  produce  was  also  abnor- 
mally high.  On  board  the  captured 
vessels  were  all  sorts  of  valuable 
freights — Lyons    silks    and    whole  admieal  kbits. 

cargoes    of  champagne.       The    clerks  From  a»  eHgr«mns  o/t,r  J«':k,on. 

at  Hunt,  Stabb,  Preston  &  Co.,  prize 

agents*  spent  their  Sunday  afternoons  firing  at  champagne  bottles  on 

•  Licences    were  greoted   in  September  NichoUa,    and    Dr.    Henrj    Stabb — of    the 

1815  toseTenteeD  vetgela  from  St.  John's  to  Lunatic   Anvlum.     Tbe    clerk*  in  the  Grin 

prooe«d  lo  the  United  Slates  tor  provision*  who  shot  for  champapie  were  Ewen  Stabb, 

and  live  atock;  out   of   these   eleven   were  Thomaa     Brooking,     and     Samiiel     Prowse 

American  priies.    Tbej  mclnded  the  Mercury,  (ofterwaids  collector  at  Twillingate).    During 

brig,  1S6  lODi,  owned  by  Lang,  Baiue,  &  Co.  this  period,  William  Carter,  Esquire,  held  the 

(Baine,   Johnston,   &   Co.);   Aid,   schooner,  lucralJTe  position  of  judge  of  the  Admiralty 

60    tooa  ;    John    Dunicombe,    Dunscombe    &  Court;  a   most  impartial  and  efficient  judse. 

Hatvey,   now   Harvey   &  Co.;    Afore/(,   61,  P.    W.    Carter    was    naviil    officer   (after- 

Kchooner,    Brown,    Hoyles,    &    Co.;   and    the  wards  the   well-known  senior    magistrate    of 

Eipress,  131,  W.  &  H.  Thomas  &  C^l.  St.  John'i)  :  he  was  the  son  of  Judge  Carter, 

'  Thomas  Stabb,  the  resident  partner  in  and   father  of  our  esteemed  Chief  JuMics, 

this  fltfo,  waa  the  father  of  the  late  Eiren,  Sir  F.  B.  T.  Carter,  K.aM.G. 
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a  gumphead  at  the  end  of  the  wharf ;  the  man  who  knocked  the  head 
off  the  bottle  won  a  case,  the  one  who  miased  had  to  pay  for  one. 

In  the  autumn  of  1812,  after  the  breaking  out  of  (he  second 
American  War,  NewToundland  lost  the  valuable  services  of  Sir  John 
Thomas  Duckworth ;  he  was  invited  by  the  electors  of  New  Romnoy  to 
stand  for  Parliament,  and  had  to  resign  his  commission;  he  -w&'i 
succeeded  by  a  still  more  distinguiBhed  admiral,  Sir  Richard  Qod^n 
Keata,  E.B.'  The  naval  career  of  this  gallant  officer  ranks  with  the 
most  brilliant  in  the  heroic  annals  of  that  age.  Nothing  could  exceed 
his  activity  and  zeal  for  the  protection  of  the  island  from  the  attacks  of 
the  French  and  Americans. 

Our  American  cousins  pride  themselves  on  their  naval  exploits  in 
their  two  great  wars  with  England  ;  the  Newfoundland  records  contain 
ample  evidence  of  their  losses  and  defeats  by  English  cruisent,  and  very 
few  iastances  of  their  success.     Occasionally  they  made  a  raid  on  ^me 


■  Sir  B.  G.  KeaU  was  born  on  the  ISth  of 
Jamutry  1757.  He  terved  at  the  commenre- 
tncnt  of  the  American  War,  at  the  buroiii^  of 
Norfolk,  Id  id  attack  upon  Hampton,  Vir- 
IpiiiB,  and  at  the  capture  of  Nen  Vork,  Fort 
WBRhington,  and  Rhode  Iiiland.  Aa  a  lieu- 
tenant be  iraa  on  board  the  RamUlrs  in  the 
action  between  Keppel  and  D'Oirilliera,  the 
37tb  July  17T8;alsoiitthedefeatof  Don  Joan 
de  lAiageaa  by  Bodoey  on  I6th  .TaDiury 
1780,  and  at  the  ensDing  relief  of  Gibraltar ; 
woa  promoted  Commander  into  the  Rkinoceroa 
■loop  of  war,  in  September  1783,  at  a  rewaid 
fur  the  Bkilfiil  manner  in  nUeh  he  had  con- 
ducted the  navnl  part  of  an  e^tpedilion 
aftainet  Ibn  enemy's  small  craft  at  New 
Bi'unswick.  Captain  Keata  aUo  bore  a  diS' 
tiuguished  part  at  the  captarc  of  the  Freneli 
40-guu  frigate  L'Aigie.  In  1789  he  attained 
post  rank,  lu  the  tnauioff  nar,  in  command 
of  the  Galatea,  he  attended  the  eipedilion  to 
(juiberon,  and  parlicipaled  in  the  capture  and 
destruction  of  several  of  the  enemy's  irigalea 
and  other  venKels.  lie  waa  a  long  time  em- 
plo;^  in  the  Boadicea  in  watching  the  port 
of  Brelt,  and,  on  the  Snd  Jnly  1799,  com- 
manded part  of  the  force  under  Rear-Admiral 
Cbarlea  Morice  Pole  in  an  attack  on  a 
Spanish  aqiiadr-iu  in  Aix  Roads  ;  and,  in  the 
Superb,  distinguiBhed  himself  io  the  defeat  of 
the  FrSDCo-Spaniah  squadron  bj  Sir  James 
Suumarez  in  the  Gut  of  Gibraltar,  12lh  July 
1801.  Keata  ran  hia  ship  alongside  two 
Spanish  thrte-deckers,  and  engaged  Ihem  both 
at  tbe  same  time  ;  then  making  sail,  be  passed 
out  from  between  them  unnoticed,  and  over- 
taking another  of  their  fleet,  whose  force  was 
loore  proportionate  to  that  of  the  Saperb,  he 
toon  compelled  her  to  a  surrender.  The  two 
three-decheis,  uot  peiceivtng  his  escape, 
Lontioued,  iu  (be  darkneu  ot   tbe  night,  to 


engage  each  other,  until  thej  both  cangbt  fii-e 
and  were  consumed  together ;  thus  giving  to 
Caplaiu  Keats  the  honour  of  baying,  by  a 
masterly  luaixBuvre,  occasioned  the  d«stnicti(»i 
of  two  fir4t-raie  line-of-battle  ships  belcmging 
to  the  enemy,  and  capturing  another  of  equal 
force,  with  a  oomparatiTely  trifling  loss  on  hia 
own  part.  He  accompanied  Lord  KeUou  to 
tbe  West  Indies  in  1805  in  pnrauit  of  tbe 
combined  fleets,  and  fought  as  flag-captain 
to  Sir  John  Duckworth  in  the  action  off 
San  Domingo  6th  February  1606,  and 
waa  ill  consequence  presented  with  a  swoid 
valued  at  100  guineas.  In  October  I8U7 
he  became  a  rear-admiral,  and  shortly  after- 
wards, on  the  outbreak  of  war  with 
Russia,  was  appointed  third  in  command 
to  the  fleet  destined  for  the  Baltic,  under  the 
command  of  Sir  James  Saomarex  i  and,  in 
August  1808,  being  detached  by  the  Corn- 
man  der-in-C^hief,  be  was  the  instnunenl,  with 
hie  flag  on  board  his  old  ship,  the  Superb, 
of  emancipating  from  French  thraldom  the 
Spanish  troops  stationed  in  the  Danish  pro- 
viucrs  under  tbe  Marquis  de  Booiana.  For 
the  able  management  displayed  by  him  ou 
this  occasion  he  was  created  a  K.B.  He 
afterwards  served,  in  IH09,  under  Sir  Richard 
Ifitracban  during  the  operations  against  Wal- 
chvreo,  and  assumed  chai^  in  IBIO  of  the 
squadron  employed  at  the  defence  of  Codii; 
and  in  1811  was  second  in  command  in  the 
Mediterranean.  From  1813  to  1816  he  wa* 
Governor  and  Commander  in-Chief  at  New- 
foundland. In  1818  be  was  nomioatcd  ■ 
m^jor-general  of  Marines,  and  made  a  fui! 
admiral  in  lS25i  and  from  1B2I  till  bis  death, 
in  I8M,  he  beld  the  Governorship  of  Green- 
wich Hospital.  He  died  an  Admiral  of  the 
While. 
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remote  outport  of  the  Colony ; '  Major  George  Cartwright,  in  his  long 
diary,  gives  a  graphic  account  of  the  way  his  fine  husinees  at  Labrador 
was  spoiled  and  plundered  by  an  enterprising  New  England  privateer 
in  the  American  war ;  there  is  also  an  fuwount  of  the  capture  of  three 
of  our  sealing  schooners  in  1817,  given  in  the  statistics  of  the  Seal 
Fishery.*  The  destruction  of  American  commerce  and  the  capture  of 
American  vessels  by  British  cruisers  in  our  waters  exceeded  by  ten  to 
one  the  gains  on  the  Bepublican  side ;  the  English  fleet  on  our  shores 
far  outnumbered  their  eaemies.  Under  two  such  distinguished  naval 
officers  as  Duckworth  and  Keats,  the  Governors  of  Newfoundland  from 
1812  to  1814,  captains  vied  with  each  other  in  their  activity,  vigilance, 
and  smartness.  The  Admiral  Governor  had  no  hours,  he  was  always 
on  duty. 

I   am  indebted  to  my   friend,  Mr.   Robert  Pike   of  St.  Lawrence, 
for  the  two  stories    given  below*  about  privateering  on  our  coast. 


'  Mr.  Robert  L.  NewmaD  furoishea  me 
vitb  the  following  iDformation  aboiii  the 
capture  of  their  tcbmIb  bj  AmericBii  and 
French  primteera  in  the  war  of  1813,  taken 
from  the  letter.books  of  their  firm  : — 

"  I81S.  Tbe  Ifuck  sailed  from  Little  Bur. 
FottDDe  Bay,  S  Deer,  for  Oporto.  On  (.he 
Sa  D-ccT.  was  taken  hy  two  French  frigates, 
LoD.  16'04  Lat.  4S-35,  who  let  her  proceed 
after  heariag  oTerboaJd  about  900  qtle.  of 
fiah  in  order  to  put  aboard  100  prisooeni, 
recaptured  b;  an  English  frigate  and  taken 
toIUi&E. 

"  On  Jan;.  93  1811.  The  Gosporl  wsh 
taken  bj  a  French  priTateer  La  Gavotte,  of 
IS  giuis,  who  let  her  proceed  after  plundering 
ber  of  150  qtls.  flsb. 

*■  In  1813.  The  St.  Lamrtace  boarded  by 
an  Americau  privateer,  who  plundered,  de- 
stroyed, and  di«bled  the  vessel  in  every  way 
poseible,  *'"'g'"B  overboard  the  cargo.  8he 
bore  Dp  for  Dartmoulb  uriving  10  April. 

"  Deo.  1813.  The  Syrm  captured  and 
Mnttled  on  her  voyage  fn>ni  Oporto  t« 
Newfoundland  by  au  American  privateer. 

"  IS  March  18U.  The  Dwh  was  cap- 
tured and  giveD  up,  to  bring  upward  of  100 
Prisoners  to  Engluid,  alter  throwiug  all  tbo 
flsh  that  was  between  deeki  overboard  to  make 
roum  for  the  men. 

"  14  April  ISU.  The  Selbif  csptured  on 
hervoyaite  from  Little  Bay  to  Portugal  on 
the  MewfbiuidlaDd  coaEt,  but  given  up. 

"IS  Aug.  1814.  The  Si.  Lawretict  on 
her  passage  to  Bilbao  with  a  cargn  of  fleh 
was  captured  by  an  American  privateer,  re- 
captured by  a  British  frigate,  and  again 
eaptured  by  another  American  privateer,  the 
W^,  and  sent  to  America,  recaplured  again 
by  the  English  aikd  lent  to  Portsmouth." 

'  See  statistical  chapter. 


'  In  ISIS  Bu  Irish  yaDngat«r  ran  away 
froia  bis  master,  Mr.  Bonnell,  in  SI.  Law- 
rence, and  went  to  Iauu,  found  an  American 
privateer  there,  went  on  board  of  her  and 
joined  the  crew.  He  came  down  to  Great 
St.  Lawrence  with  the  Americans,  and  cap- 
tured a  Jersey  brig  belonging  to  a  firm  of 
three  brotherii,  then  carrying  on  a  trade 
there.  The  privateer  was  commanded  by  a 
little  Irishman  named  CouoUy.  Bhe  was 
afterwards  captured  in  the  passage  between 
Columbier  and  St.  Pierre— known  as  Hell'a 
Mouth— by  B.H.  cnttet  Licl^,  oodet  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  UcKillop,  B.N.  The 
privateer  got  in  the  Doldrums  (becalmed 
there),  and  surrendered  without  a  flgbt. 

In  the  last  Freneh  war,  before  tbe  battle 
of  Waterloo,  Mr.  Henry  Beck,  an  old 
Englishman,  anoestor  of  the  Becks  of 
St.  Lawrence,  had  his  fishing  skiff  armed. 
In  the  spring  of  1814  he  captured  a  large 
French  banker,  by  boarding  her  and  driving 
the  erew  off  the  deck.  He  was  taking  bis 
prise  into  Harbonr  Breton.  It  was  a  flne 
day.  The  French  cook  was  in  the  galley 
getting  dinner  for  all  hands.  An  altetcatioo 
took  place  between  one  of  Beck's  flshermen 
and  the  cook;  as  the  vexsel  was  pasung 
Little  Cape  the  cook  threw  the  contents  of 
the  frying  pan  into  the  Englishman's  face, 
blindiag  him.  This  was  u  preconcerted 
signal  agreed  on  among  the  French  crew; 
they  seized  Beck's  men,  and  threw  Beck  into 
the  bold,  breaking  his  bones ;  he  died  »ooa 
after.  The  Freoohnien  took  the  banker  to 
Boston,  U.S.,  where  the  St.  Lawrence  men 
were  kept  prisoners  until  the  antunui,  when 
tbey  returned  borne, 

llie  fbllowing  ships  were  captured  in 
1808:  — 

Tbe  Alfred,  Park,  Master,  from  New- 
foaodland  to  Poole,  and  JJuie  of  Asal  fion 
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One  of  the  most  striking  events  of  this  war  was  the  capture  of  the 
AmericaD  frigate  Chesapeake,  by  Broke,  in  the  Sfianiion ;  th?  boarJei-s 
were  led  by  their  heroic  captain,  and  the  ship  struck  m  eleven  minutes. 
Mr.  Emerson,  grandfather  of  tho  Honourable  the  Speaker,  had  a 
brother  a  midshipmaa  in  the  Shannon,  and  he  has  often  described  the 
excitement  in  Halifax  when  young  L'eut.  Provo  Wallis  bronght  the 
prize  into  the  harbour.  Id  connexion  with  this  immortal  combat  there 
was  one  very  curious  eircumataace.  A  number  of  Irbh  labourers  were 
on  board  the  brig  i)itcA,  belonging  to  Newman  &  Co.,  going  out  to 
Newfoundland ;  their  vessel  was  captured  by  the  American  privateer 
Oovemor  Plumer ;  she  was  in  turn  captured  by  the  English  privateer 
brig  Sir  John  Skerbroohe,  and  ns  the  Shannon  was  short  of  men  the 
Irishmen  were  put  on  board  of  her;  one  of  these  Ubourers,  Darby 
Murphy,  used  often  to  relate  i-o  his  friends  how  he  captured  the 
Yankee  frigate. 

Csefiar  Colclongh,*  Tremlett's  successor  on  the  Supreme  Court  bench, 
arrived  in  St.  John's  in  September  1813,  from  Prince  Edward's  Island, 
in  place  of  Tremlett,  who  was  sent  there  in  a  king's  ship.'  He  writf  s 
to  bis  friend  Reynolds,  who  was  Postmaster-General  at  Lisbon,  in  the 
dosing  year  of  the  great  Peninsular  War : — 

"  St.  John's  Newfoiindlftnd, 
"  Hj  daar  Reynolds,  Sep.  29,  1813. 

"  Fate  has  removed  me  for  my  ains  to  this  omraed  spot  as  Chief  Jostioe  and 
I  have  by  chance  jnat  heard  that  yon  are  PostmaBter- General  at  Lisbon.  I  writ* 
this  in  the  cDQnting  house  of  a  fish  merchant,  whose  ship  is  bound  to  Lisbon.  I 
have  been  here  but  a  few  days " 

Colclough  r<imained  in  St.  John's  for  three  years;  he  was  not  much 
of  a  lawyer,  and  a  very  sorry  administrator ;  he  had,  however,  shrewd 
mother  wit,  and  the  true  Hibernian  faculiy  of  "  gammoging  the  Saxon," 
and  paid  particular  court  to  old  Sir  Bichard  Keata,  impressing  on 
His  Excellency  the  great  and  patriotic  services  of  Csesar  Colclough. 

KewfouDilJiDiI     captured ;     recaptarod      bj  Margtry  and  Mary  from  NewfoundlAnd 

H.M.8.    Mtlpomene.       Sent     foe     Oporto  ;  to  DemerBra  eapturoii ;  recaplured  and  takea 

captured  again  lit  November.  to  Domiaica. 

Union    of    Poole    froio    Newfoundland  '  Chief  Justice  ColciouRh  tWed  in  Ihe  house 

captured  ;  recaplarcd  by  H.M  S.  Plover.  near  Mr.  Eden's  thop,  Rawlin's  Croat.     He 

Nancy  captured  by  French   privateer ;  bod  a  Itoyal  coat-of-arms  over  hii  door,  and 

retaken  by  H.SI.S.  Dragon.  coiupelled  every  one  to  take  oH  his  hat  when 

Lii/e  Oak,  Wimboro,  Master,  from  New-  passing  the  house.    When  one  of  the  IhUlons 

fouDdlaud    to    Oporto,    captured    by    three  was  a  trifle  vociferous  in  court  his  Honour 

Spanish  rowboatHj    cairicd  into  Vifjo  afler  appealed  to  him,   "If    yuu   can't   be   civil, 

an  eDgagement  in  which  one  man  was  killed  Mr.  Dslton,  be  as  civil  an  you  can." 
and  thi«e  wounded.  >Onthe  2dth  October  1811  charges  of 

Acorn  from  Newfoundland  to  Portugal  partiality  and  corruption  were  made  by  the 

captured  and  taken  into  Coruuna.  Society  of  Merchants  in  St.  John's  against 
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The  result  was  eminently  satisfactoiy ;  he  had  practically  the  dormaat 
commission  in  the  Governor's  absence,  and  bad  his  salary  raised  from 
£,500  to  £1,000  a  year.  I  regret  the  inexorable  requirements  of  space 
prevent  me  from  qiioting  more  from  this  humorous  and  fantattic 
Irishman's  letters,  but  it  is  quite  clear  that  in  a  difficulty  he  was  little 
better  than  an  old  woman ;  he  got  out  of  ail  troubles  by  simply  relying 
on  the  strong  common  sense,  pers  )nal  influence,  and  energy  of  McBraire, 
who  was  niw  magistrate,  major-commaniant,  and  president  of  the 
Commercial  Society.  The  qiioiid  tm  serJeant,  with  his  long  staff,, and 
humorously  forcible  way  of  knocking  down  all  opposition,  had  a  thousand 
times  more  power  and  influence  over  the  people  than  this  absurd 
Don  Pomposo. 

Colclough  reminds  U9  forcibly  of  Thackeray's  Malloney  of  B.illy. 
M  dloney,  who  invites  him  to  "  come  over  to  O'Dowds  town,  my  boy ;  we 
"  are  all  English  there,  with  a  brogue  as  broad  as  from  here  to  the  Cove 
"  of  Cork."  The  Chief  Justice  was  always  running  down  his  countrymen  ; 
he  exaggerated  a  "  combine  "  to  raise  wages  in  the  fishery  into  a  terrible 
political  conspiracy ;  he  hints  at  murder — the  only  evidence  he  could 
produce  was  one  eoldier,  whose  evidence  was  worthless,  Wlien  all  this 
blew  over,  then  he  begins  again  about  the  Irish  faction  fights  on  the 
Barrens,  when  General  Finn  stripped  to  fight  General  Muldowney  for  the 
honour  of  Waterford  against  the  "  yallow  bellies  "  of  Wexford,     These 


tho  Chief  Justice,  Tbomas  Trcmlett.  The 
Society  at  the  ume  timi:  cbargeil  Ihe  former 
Chief  Justice,  John  Beeves.  Eeq.,  Law  Clerk 
to  the  Council  for  Trade,  nitli  peculalion 
and  haviag  received  a  portioD  of  the  salitry 
of  each  of  his  guccesEors.  The  acciuations 
SfiainBt  t>oth  TremletC  and  Keeves  were 
proved  to  bewboLly  malicious  and  unfourdcd. 
In  his  report  od  the  cbk*  (p.  361)  Sit  J.  T. 
Uucltworth  dcclHOid  thai  Tremlelt  nni  a 
most  iadepeadeat  Judge,  that  he  hai)  good 
ability  and  great  iudiiBlry,  tbat  id  all  bi» 
conduct  there  was  uot  ihe  most  remote 
sppearsDce  of  corruption,  aad  that  nhea  tlie 
complaiuants  were  called  upon  they  did  not 
veulure  10  charge  him  with  corruption  in 
any  instance.  There  is  no  doubt  Tremtett 
■as  an  irritable  old  bachelor)  his  muuner 
was  rude,  and  he  swore  terribly.  He 
exchatiKed  in  1813  witb  Cecsar  Culclougb, 
Chief  Justice  of  Prince  Edward's  Islaud. 
Both  lhe«e  tcfcai  biminaries  were  at  the  time 
under  a  cloud,  and  it  was  considered  a  good 
arraupement  to  give  each  a  oew  nphere,  so  a 
man-of-war  carried  Chief  Justice  Trcmlett 
to  the  IslaU't,  and  on  her  return  voyage  in 
October  brought  back  the  illustrious  Cxsar. 
I  am  indebtnl  lu  Lieut.-Govemor  Howland 
and  Judge  Alley  for  the  tolluwiug  Doles  on 


the  careers  of  both  these  Judges  in  Prince 
Edward's  Island  ;  —  Colclough,  an  Irish 
barrister  1>etoQging  to  an  old  fainily  in 
Wexford,  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of 
Ihe  Island  on  the  1st  May  ISO'.  For  tbe 
first  few  years  he  gave  great  satisfaction ; 
afterwards  he  got  into  trouble  with  Governor 
Dos  Barres,  and  was  suspended  in  September 
1812.  Colclough  claimed  the  right  to  appoint 
the  aheriffs  j  he  showed  himself  a  partisan 
on  the  side  of  the  proprietors  against  the 
selllers'  society,  known  as  the  "  loyal 
electors."  Des  Itarres  was  recalled  through 
the  intlueDce  of  the  proprietors,  and  Col- 
clougb  was  reinstated  ;  hut  as  he  was  greatly 
disliked  in  Prince  Edward's  Island,  and 
Tremlett  was  unpopular  in  Newfoundland, 
they  enchatlged  oHices.  Tremlelt  as  a  Chief 
Justice  in  Prince  Edward's  Island  was  a 
complete  failure.  Complaints  were  made 
against  him,  bnt  the  Tory  Governor  shielded 
him.  At  lust,  in  1S'J4,  both  Governor  and 
Chief  Justice  were  removed  ou  an  appeal  to 
the  king,  supported  by  resolutions  from  an 
infiuentiul  county  meeting.  Trcmlett  died  at 
Truro.  Nova  Scotia.  His  ignorance  of  law 
and  practice  was  a  givat  bar  to  his  succpss  id 
his  last  situation.  He  was  surly  and  tmpopu'ar 
everywhere. 
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lights  were  nimply  for  "  divarsion  " ;  the  town  was  dull  after  the  fishery 
was  finished ;  there  were  no  politics  or  Houw  of  Assembly,  no  police 
office,  no  theatres,  not  even  a  bazaar ;  what  could  an  Irish  boy  do  in 
those  times  without  a  bit  of  lively  fun  ?  McBraire,  who  knew  the 
Iiish  well,  laughed  at  the  whole  thing. 

The  Chief  Justice's  description  of  the  great  riot  is  very  good  Id  its 
way.  The  constables  came  in  to  say  tliat  if  he  did  not  go  out  the  toTru 
would  be  in  ruins.  This  message,  he  writes,  "  was  delivered  without 
"  any  alleviation  by  a  beast  of  an  Irish  maid  servant,  whilst  I  was 
"  sitting  in  Mrs  Colclough's  sick  room  with  all  her  children  down  in 
"  the  measles,  with  the  addition,  '  Madam,  don't  let  him  out,  he  will 
"  '  probably  be  killed,  and  what  will  become  of  us  ? '  "  We  picture  the 
scene  of  Mrs.  Colclough  weeping  on  his  neck.  He  snid  he  was  not  to  be 
stigmatized  as  a  coward,  so  out  he  must  go.  Guns  were  fired  from  the 
Hill,  Fort  Townabend,  and  Fort  William — a  signal  that  the  troops  were 
coming.  When  the  gallant  Chief  Justice  arrived  on  the  Barrens :  "  lo  ! 
behold  !  there  was  nobody  there,"  he  sa^s ;  "  McBraire  had  driven  them 
off."  Whatever  may  have  happened,  it  is  clear  the  riot  did  not  disturb 
old  Ooote,  Mr.  Blaikie,  P.  W,  Carter,  and  the  other  magistrates,  who 
were  having  a  good  dinner  at  the  hospitable  board  of  David  Tasker. 
The  fun  of  the  whole  thing  wns  that  the  crowd  followed  Colclough,  and 
hurrahed  him,  trying  to  make  him  believe  that  they  were  his  assisiantR. 
In  his  letter,  be  seems  to  have  had  a  lurking  suspicion  that  the  mob 
were  mocking  him.  McBraire  would  have  invited  them  all  in  to  drink 
at  the  store.  Neither  priests,  bishops,  Colcloughs,  nor  justices,  could 
have  put  down  the  faction  fights ;  thej  died  out  in  time,  and  were 
succeeded  by  the  more  legitimate  "  divarsion  "  of  politics. 

I  judge  Cffisar  Colclough  was  no  lawyer  from  a  correspondence  with 
the  very  able  Attorney-General  of  Nova  Scotia,  Uniacke.  The  Act 
provided  for  a  sole  judge ;  the  Chief  Justice  wanted  the  Governor  to 
appoint  an  associate  judge,  as  he  was  afraid  he  could  not  get  through 
the  term ;  Uniacke  pointed  out  that  an  acting  Chief  Justice  could  be 
appointed  in  case  Colclough  was  sick  or  absent,  but  when  the  law 
provided  for  one  judge,  the  court  would  be  illegally  constituted  with  two 
on  the  bench.  Colclough  was  a  mere  tool  of  the  Governor's,  a  striking 
contrast  to  Tremlett,  who  possessed  the  highest  qualities  of  a  judge — 
independence  and  impartiality.  Tremlett's  manners  were,  unfortunately, 
against  him;  a  crusty,  ill-tempered,  old  bachelor,  he  did  not  make 
friends. 

There  was  a  merchants'  society  in  St.  John's  in  these  days  which 
had  been  constituted  about  1800;  its  object  was  to  afford  a  medium  o{ 
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official  coinmuDication  and  cousultution  between  the  Qovemor  and  the 
mercantile  body  about  convoys,  &c.^ 

The  two  leading  men  on  whom  Colclough,  during  the  absence  of 
the  Governor  in  England,  relied  to  guide  him  in  his  difficulties  were 
McBraire  and  young  Mr.  James  Stewart,'  a  very  able,  intelligent, 
j^ntlemanly  man. 

It  is  very  doubtful  if  the  conspiracy  referred  to  by  Colclough  really 
ever  existed,  except  in  his  own  imagination ;  there  was,  however,  a  good 
deal  of  excitement  amongst  the  peojile,*  espedally  the  Irish,  who  formed 
tlie  great  bulk  of  the  "  shipped  "  servants  in  St.  John's,  concerning  the 
change  in  wages ;  the  rumour  had  gone  abroad  that  "  wages  were  to  be 
cut"  Some  of  the  merchants  were  very  shrewd  business  men ;  they 
knew  that  the  war  was  drawing  to  a  close ;  France  and  America  were 
exhausted,  Napoleon's  star  was  on  the  wane,  Trafalgar  and  Wellington's 
Peninsular  campaign  had  delivered  Europe  from  his  thraldom ;  they 
fully  realized  that  if  men  were  shipped  on  tl>e  old  terms,  should  peace 
be  suddenly  proclaimed,  the  war  prices  for  fish  they  were  then  getting 
would  come  down  with  a  crash,  with  the  high  prices  they  had  to  pay 
for  provisions  and  outfit,  and  with  large  sums  for  wages  falling  due  in  the 
autumn,  they  would  all  go  under.  McBraire  forcibly  impressed  this  oa 
his  brother  merchants,  but  they  had  all  been  making  money,  the  war 
had  lasted  with  the  French  almost  continuously  since  1789,  most  of 
them  believed  it  would  still  coutinue ;  they  did  not,  therefore,  take  the 
wise  precaution  of  preparing  for  a  sudden  fall  in  the  mto'kets. 

Not  only  Newfoundland,  but  all  British  North  America  had 
prospered  by  the  war.  Com|)ared  with  the  United  States,  the  British 
Provinces  were  very  small  and  very  thinly  populated ;  during  hoetilities, 
however,  all  the  trade  with  Newfoundlanil,  hitherto  monopolized  by  the 
Americans,  had  fallen  into  their  hands.  They  supplied  ail  the  lumber, 
cattle,  butter,  oats,  com,  hay,  and  other  produce  that  bad  always  been 

'  The  Ctuunber  of  Commerce  of  St.  John's  Peace  vu  issued,  under  which  the  folton  - 

was  founded  on   the  S6th  December    1833.  iDg  gentlemen  irere    appoinied    JuHCicen: — 

First    Preiideut,  N.   W.   Holies   (father  of  Cooie,  Broom,  Uct.  Mr.  Roland,  and  Blaikie 

Sir   Bugh    Uo;lea)  ;  secretary,   John    Bojd  magiKtratee  for  St.  John's  ;  Bev.  P.  Carring- 

(fittber  of  Mra.  James  Baird).  t'ln    and    Lilly    for    Barbour   Gmce ;    Kev. 

'  I  have  heard  teveml  person!  sprak  in  J.  Church  and  Burrell,  Trinitj ;  ICgar,  Gieenit- 

ra' her  disparaging  terms  of  this  gentleman  pond)  Ford,  Bonaristaj  McKie  and  Angell, 

(who  founded  the  finu  of  J.  &  W.  Stewart^  Bat  BulU  ;  W.  Carler,  Ferryland  ;  firadxhav 

so  I  aoneultcd  the  late  Mr.  Brown,  who  knew  and  Blackburn,  Placentis  (  Gorae,  Carbonear  ; 

bim  well.     He  says  Stewart  was  a  tine  man  of  Anthoioe,  Fortuae  Baj  ;  Bryant,  Fenjland  ; 

verj  superior   parts,   a    perfect    gentleman.  Phippard,  St.  Marj'i ;  Fluson  and  S.  Prowsa 

In  contradislinctioo  to  the  old  Arm  of  Rennie  for  Labrador.     For  the  Island  generall)',  the 

Stuart  &  Co.,  in  which  he  had  been  resident  following   naval    officers: — Captain    Elliott, 

partner,    his    establishmeDt    was   afterwards  Cooksley,     Skekel,      Campbell,     Holbroob, 

generally  know  as  "  Foxy  Stewart's  "  Buchan  ;    also  the   Rev.  t.   Carrington,  and 

*  In  1819  a  very  large  Comiiiis»ion  of  the  P.  C.  L«  Geyt,  the  Govenior's  Secretary. 
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procured  from  America ;  of  conrse,  they  could  not  furnish  all  the  flour 
that  waa  required,  hut  it  shows  what  progress  they  were  making  that 
out  of  eighty-five  thousand  ewt  of  bread  and  flour,  British  Amtrica 
supplied  Newfoundland  in  1813  with  nearly  twelve  thousand  cwt.,  also 
wiib  fourteen  hundred  oxen,  fourteen  hundred  sheep,  and  two  and  a 
quarter  million  feet  of  board.  As  an  illustration  tliat  it  was  war  time 
and  high  wages,  we  have  the  enormous  quantity  of  four  hundred  and 
twenty-six  thousand  gallona  of  rum  and  spirits  imported,  bestd&s  all  thu 
French  brandy  captured  in  the  French  and  American  prizes.  There 
were  nearly  seventeen  thousand  men  employed  in  tlie  fishery  and  tnide ; 
this  would  give  about  twenty-six  gallons  per  man  ;  but  the  amount 
imported  was  only  a  small  portion  of  the  liquor  brought  into  the  Colony, 
there  were  prizes  with  whole  ship  loads  of  champagne  and  large  cai^oes 
of  French  brandy  and  wines;  all  were  sold  by  the  prize  agents  in 
St.  Jolin's.  It  has  always  been  told  as  a  tradition  tliat  the  head  of  the 
firm  of  prize  agents  never  asked  anyone  to  his  table  under  a  first 
lieutenant;  as  there  were  from  thirty-five  to  forty  vessels  of  war  on  the 
coast,  it  was  about  as  much  as  he  could  be  expected  to  do, 

Whatever  were  the  intentions  of  the  merchants  about  wages,  no 
reduction  was  attempted.  In  1814,  £60  and  even  £70  was  paid  to  a 
common  hand  nt 
the  fishery,  whilst 
a  splitter  obtained 
from  £90  to  £140 
for  the  season.  No 
doubt  the  merchants 
were  either  en- 
couraged to  give 
these  high  wages  by 
the  results  of  1813, 
or  else  they  were 
compelled  to  do  so 
against  their  will ;  I  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  bputtln..  fibh. 

think  most  probably  prom  a  drawing  in  (*»  S.K. 

they  acted  on  com- 
pulsion ;  certainly  no  prudent  men  would  run  such  fearful  risks  if  they 
cuuld  help  it.' 

'  In  Lient. Chappell'd book,  "Tho  Cruize  the  prisoner  guilty,  Ciiplain  Campbell,  R.N.. 

of  the   Rotamund,"   wc  have  an  oecount  of  tbe  Burrogate,  pHsned  the  following  Benlence 

the  (ocial  life  of  tbe  Colony  written  in  a  very  on  the  culprit ;   "  I'risoner,  jou   have  been 

Hupcrficial   manner.      He  describes  the  trial  found     guilty,      aftei     tbe      most    mature 

of  an  Irish  fisherman  tot  getting  drunk  at  deliberation,     of      unruly      and     disorderly 

the   latter  end   of  the   flBhing  season.    The  conduct ;   the  law   in  such  a   case  warnmtt 

jury  in  the  Surrogate   Court  having   found  the    court    to    cancel    all    your    olaim   for 
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The  greatest  event  occurring  under  the  governorship  of  Sir  Richard 
Keats  was  the  order  from  the  Home  Government  to  grant  titles  to  lands 
in  the  Colony.  This  change  was  brought  about  by  various  causes,  by  the 
suggestions  and  recommendations  of  Gower  and  Duckworth,  but  at  the 
last  chiefly  by  an  oi^nized  detenninalioa  on  the  part  of  the  Merchants' 
Society  to  build  houses  without  His  Excellency's  consent.  A  fund  was 
provided  to  test  the  legality  of  the  prohibitory  orders  against  the 
erection  of  buildings;'  this  movement,  which  was  peaceable  and 
constitutional,  is  stigmatized  by  Pedley  as  refractory ;  no  doubt  it  waa 
thought  BO  by  the  Governor.    Tlie  author  and  instigator  of  this  oppo8iti<Hi 


wagM,  liut  in  coDgidentlion  of  ;onr  fonner 
indiutrioiui  cbaractei,  of  jrouT  lar([e  &milj, 
and  of  your  muter  bsTing  himself  eapplied 
the  meum  of  iotoxioatioD,  yon  are  berebj 
■eutenced   to    be   mulcted  of  on/y  one  AaJ/* 


■Bjs  Chappetl,  "  produced  bj  this  righteous 
judgment  wag  instiuilBneous ;  the  cuunten- 
anees  of  the  fishermen  brightened,  whilst 
those  of  the  masters  fell.  .  .  Our  good 
Captain  nuintained  the  '  same  impartialitj 
and  lenity  ihronghonl  the  wbole  line  of  his 

judicial  career " 

The  prices  of  fish  mentioned  hy  Cbap- 
pell  are  very  high ;  B0»,  per  quintal  in  out- 
ports,  32>.  in  Si.  John's,  and  Ail,  slerliog 
in  Portugal.  No  wonder  the  merchants  made 
fortunes.  Glorious  times  when  ^3u,000  in 
gold  was  obtuDed  for    an    ordiuarj    3,000 

Suiatal  cargo.  The  fish  was  smuggled  into 
pain  from  Portugal,  and  the  NewtouQdlsnd 
merchants  had  the  whole  PeninBuIar  markets 
and  Italj  without  a  rival.  Their  immense 
tuccess  in  these  dnja  ltd  to  reckless  trading, 
and  the  final  crash  at  the  peace  in  1S18. 

Under  Sir  Kichurd  G.  Keats  iu  1813 
three  men  of  irar  winiered  in  the  laloii't, 
]i.U.S.  Creicait  in  St.  John's,  H.M.S. 
PhtatanI  at  ferryland,  H.M.S.  I'romttheia 
at  Placentia.  Chuppell  meDLions  the  public 
reading  room  in  St.  John's  supplied  wiih  all 
the  English  daily  papers,  the  "  St.  John's 
Gazette,  and  must  of  the  British  moulhlj 
publications.  He  sajs  :  "  Tlie  President  of 
the  committee  of  merchants  miB  an  IriAh- 
man  of  low  origiu  who  bad  been  a  seTJeaot 
in  the  rebel  army  at  the  battle  of  Vinegar 
Hill."  Evidently  McBraire  had  not  invited 
the  lieutenant  to  dinner.  There  were  orer  a 
dozen  men-of-war  in  porL  The  convoy  did 
not  sail  from  St.  John's  unlil  14tb  December 
1913,  and  the  fishing  fleet  joined  the  Convoy 
again  at  Queenatown  id  the  February  following. 
Cbappel  mentions  the  London  TjIvirh  ;  this 
wa«  kept  by  Cnmeliui  (^uirk  ;  it  u  as  in  Gower 
Street  and  Duckworth  Street.  Uu  2Sth  August 
1806,  Quirk  was  allowed  to  extend  bis  large 
public  loom,  to  widen   bis   kitchen,  and  to 


B  the  tavern  men- 
«  being  the  best  in 


enlarge  bis  store.    ThU  u 

tioned  by  Dr.  Chuppell  a 

St.  John's;   it   bad   a   good   billiard    room. 

Qnitk  was  ancestor  to   Quirk  who  tued  to 

live  at  Bally  Haly. 

Boss's  Valley  was  called  after  Caplab 
Bom,  K,B.,  commanding  the  Boyal  Engineers 
iu  ISu6. 

I  Lbiteb  from  the  Governor,  U.  K.  Mil- 
BiNKB,  to  Oeokce  Hi;tciiims,  Esq., 
dated  Oovemmeot  House,  St.  John's, 
Nevfbuudland,  15th  October  1 790. 
"  Sir, — I  have  considered  your  request 
respecting  the  alteration  which  vou  wish  to 
make  in  your  Slorehouse,  near  the  waterside, 
and  as  it  appears  that  the  alteration  will  not 
be  any  ways  injurious  to  the  Fishery,  you 
have  hereby  penniBsion  to  make  it.  As  to 
Alexander  Long's  house  which  has  been 
buill  contrary  to  His  Majeslv's  ezpresa 
commands,  made  knovn  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  place  by  my  Proclamation  of  the  I3th  of 
la^t  October,  it  must  and  shall  come  down. 
The  pretence  now  set  up  of  its  being  intended 
as  a  craft-house  serves  rather  to  agip^vale 
than  extenoaie  the  offence,  for  by  the  confes- 
sion of  your  tenant  to  the  Magisirale  who 
forbade  him  to  go  on  with  the  work  after  it 
wa!  begun,  as  well  as  to  me  when  I  viewed 
the  house  on  Saturday  lust,  no  such  use  was 
to  be  made  of  it  i  at  he  said  it  was  inleoded 
only  as  a  covering  to  bis  potato  cellar, 
though  there  is  a  complete  chimney,  if  not 
two  m  it,  and  lodging  for  at  least  six  or  eight 
dietera.  T  shall  embnce  this  oppartunily  of 
warning  you  against  making  an  improper 
use  of  any  other  part  of  (what  you  are  pleased 
to  callj  your  ground,  for  you  may  rest  aaiuied 
that  iivery  house  or  other  building  creeled 
upon  it  hereafter,  without  the  permission  (in 
writing)  of  the  Governor  for  the  lime  being 
(except  snch  building  and  erection  as  shall 
be  actually  on  purpose  for  the  curing,  sailing, 
drying,  and  husbanding  of  Fish,  which  the 
fishermen  from  any  part  of  His  Majesty's 
European  dominions,  qualified  agreeable  to 
the  Act  of  the  10th  and  1 1th  of  William  the 
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to  English  tyranny  whb  Dr.  William  Carson/  the  real  founder  of 
agriculture  and  constitutional  govemnieut  in  the  Colony.  Uovemor 
Duckworth  wrote  to  the  Home  Govenmient  asking  leave  to  confiscate 
a  number  of  pamphlets  "  coming  from  Scotland,  which  are  of  a 
"  very  libellous  character 
"  concerning  the  authorities 
"  and  the  system  of  govem- 
"  ment  in  the  Colony  " ;  he 
also  understood  '*  that  another 
"  is  being  prepared  by  the 
"  same  pen,  of  a  still  more 
"  infamous  character,  and  he 
"  thouglit  these  monstrous 
"  proceedings  should  be 
"  stopped."  The  pamphleteer 
was  Dr.  Carson.  After 
reading  the  whole  correspon- 
dence, there  can  be  very  little 
doubt  that  the  doctor  was 
largely  influenced  by  personal 
rancour  in  making  these 
attacks ;  both  Governors — 
Duckworth  and  Keats — 
treated  him  with  unpardonable 
DM.  CABUH.  rudeness.   They  declined  to  let 

Pram  a  liiiiimttie  in  iht  potMttiim  qf  hit  dimghtn:        him  peruse   the  records,  and 
*""  '''*■  what  stung  more  than  any- 

thing else,  refused  to  pay  his  legal   salary  as  surgeon  to  the  volunteer 
Tbird,   and  the   ISIh  of    George  ihe  Tbird,      of  the  house  above  mentioned,  irfaioh  joa  wiU 
have  ■  right  to   erect  withont  asking  pertnia-      no  doubt  issist  him  in  executing. 
gion)  must  uoavoidably  be  taken  down  and  "  I  am,  See.. 

remoTed  to  obedience  to  his   Majest^'a  anid  "  To  George  Hntchini^a,  Ktiq." 

coroinands.     And  it  may  not  be  amiss  M  the      — Wi.hkiiii'h  Lecture,  App,,  pp.  xt.-xti. 
game  time  to  inform  yon,  I  am  also  directed  '  Dr.    William    Carson     came    to    St. 

not  to  allow  any  posiainon  an  private  pro-  John's  in  1808.  He  had  practised  for  fonr- 
perlg  to  be  taken  of,  or  any  right  of  pmperig  teen  years  in  BimiiDf^ham,  Englaikd  ;  he  ob- 
lakatener  to  be  acknoaledgrd  in  any  land  tained  the  bighesl  medical  honours  from 
whatever  which  is  not  actually  employed  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh)  his  character 
the  FiHhery,  in  terma  of  the  aforementioned  and  standings  \»  certified  by  the  eight  spneipal 
Act,  whether  ponsessed  by  pretended  grant!  physiciana  ofBirmingbam.  Hen-as  sppoinlrd 
from  former  Oovemors  or  from  any  other  (no  surgeon  to  the  Loyal  Volunteers  of  St.  John's 
mailer  what)  nnwarrantable  pretences — there-  in  1809,  but  when  the  corps  was  angmenled 
fore  it  behoves  you,  with  sU  possible  dbpatch,  to  tea  oompanies,  denominated  "  The  Lojal 
to  employ  the  whole  of  the  ground  which  you  Volunteer  Bangeis,"  Cnrnon  was  dismiswrf 
now  lay  claim  to  in  the  Fishurj,  lest  others  from  the  position  of  surgeon.  In  an  indig- 
should  profit  by  your  n^led,  and  make  that  nant  letter  to  GoTeruor  Duckworth  occurs  the 
nae  of  it  which  the  Legislatare  of  Great  following  high-flown  ptusa^te  : — "The  dark 
BritMB  intended  sbouid  be  made  of  all  the  and  secret  machinations  of  the  ninlignaat 
land   in  this  CouDtry,  and  withont  wlueh  no      may  teise  but  cannot  irritate  me,  the  arm  of 

one  haa  a  rifff  ■  ■      '  ■      '-  "  '"' "^-       '       "  ■   .   .    .     . 
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brigade.^  Cal-non,  a  determined,  pertinacious  character,  was  not  to  be 
put  down  by  any  nnmber  of  old  admiralfi  or  hangers-on,  like  Colclougb 
and  the  Government  Hoiise  cliime ;  he  stuck  to  hia  point,  and  ultimately 
got  his  pay. 

Carson  was  an  old  Whig,  of  the  same  school  as  Sydney  Smith  and 
the  Edinburgh  Reviewers ;  thnre  were  many  abuses  in  his  time,  and  he 
exposed  them.  Douglas  Jerrold  says  of  the  Conservatives  ot  his  day, 
"  they  would  not  allow  a  rat  hole  to  be  a  rat  hole,  but  a  healthy 
ventilator."  In  the  siune  spirit.  Dr.  Carson  was  attacked  and  persecuted 
by  the  Governors  and  their  minions ;  the  profound  learning  of  Ctesar 
Colclough  was  invoked  by  His  Excellency  as  to  what  should  be  done 
to  this  daring  pamphleteer ;  hut  Colclough,  though  he  breathed  anathemas 
on  tbe  head  ot  the  doctor,  gave  forth  but  a  very  uncertain  sound  on  the 
subject  of  prosecuting  him.  The  authorities  at  home  gave  the  Governor 
also  but  little  satisfaction ;  there  were  plenty  of  libels  at  the  time  on  the 
Prince  Regent,  and  very  little  satisfaction  had  been  got  out  of  pro- 
secutiDg  the  libellers.  The  fat  Adonis  of  forty  had  not  raised  his 
reputation  by  libel  information,  so  the  English  Id  inistry  recommended 
their  Excellencies,  Duckworth  and  Keats,  to  possess  their  souls  in 
peace,  and  to  let  Dr.  Carson  alone.  The  following  extracts  show 
the  character  of  these  slanders.  They  appear  very  logical,  moderate, 
and  well  expressed.  The  statement  of  facta  is  unanswerable,  and 
the  conclusions  on  the  subject  of  the  government  of  the  Colony  are  the 
only  ones  that  a  i-easonable  man  could  arrive  at  The  first,  published 
in  1811,  contains  "the  libelloas  and  scurrilous  attack"  complained  of  by 
Governor  Duckworth : — 

'*  A  naval  commander  acoiutomed  to  receive  obedience,  whether  his  orders  are 
dictated  by  jnatioe  or  injnstioe,  bf  reason  or  false  prejudice,  cannot  be  expected  to 
brook  with  temper  anj  opposition  to  hie  will.  The  man  whose  dntj  calls  npon 
him  to  defend  bi-!*  rights,  and  the  jast  interest  of  his  family,  in  opposition  to  the 
opinion  and  passions  of  snch  a  GoTemor,  will  have  bat  a  small  chance  of  success. 
An  act  of  indepeudence  would  be  arraigned  as  an  act  of  mutiny.  All  the  inflnence 
of  bis  office,  all  the  arts  of  his  satellites  would  be  marshalled  to  effect  his  over- 
throw. AccuBtomed  to  use  force  to  kaouk  down  opposition — force  being  the 
power  he  knows  best  how  to  direct — the  toils  of  inrestigation,  deliberation,  and 
judgement,  are  seldom  had  recourse  to  b j  a  Naval  Gh>vemor." 

The  following  is  from  the  Doctor's  second  tract,  "the  poisonous 
publication  and  vicious  pamphlet,"  referred  to  by  Sir  Richard  Keats. 
If  these  ancient  admirals  could  only  have  lived  to  see  our  local  press  at 

'  Be  mentions  io  )ii»  second  pamphlet,      rsol,   an    office  now  held  bj  his  gimndson, 
1S13,  that  he  had  b«^i  dixmiaaed  from  bis      Dr.  Henry  Shea, 
office*  of  aurgeon  to  the  volunleant  and  tbe 
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electioueering  time,  how  would  they  feel  when  Dr.  Caraon's  papers  so 
hurt  their  pride  ? — 

"  I  am  far,  very  farindeed,  from  wiBhing  to  impugn  the  motives  of  tha  Qovemon. 
I  am  even  diepoaed  to  allow,  that  thej  have  boen,  for  the  moBt  part,  actuated  by 
the  beet  intentiona.  It  is  the  hablta  of  Naval  Commanders,  generating  a  fondneea 
for  arbitraiy  rale,  and  thereby  reqniring  a  passive  Bnbmiaaion  to  their  will,  utterly 
nnfitting  them  to  preaido  at  the  head  of  a  Gtovemment  not  possessing  the  UBaal 
neceflsary  reBtrsints.  It  ia  the  undertaking  a  high  Bitnation,  with  the  datics  of 
irhiob  they  cannot  be  acquainted,  that  I  wish  to  expose  and  deride,  as  inconsistent 
with  just  moral  condnct,  derogatory  to  the  character,  and  hostile  to  the  privileges 
of  Eritons. 

"  The  inbabitaots  of  Newfoundland  are  truly  loyal,  and  attached  even  to 
enthnsiasm,  to  the  glory  and  interest  of  the  British  nation.  They  are  uniformly 
desiroQS  of  obtaining  the  good  opinion,  and  the  good  will  of  their  Govemora. 
This  fact  has  been  strongly  manifested,  on  the  arrival  of  each  succeeding  Governor ; 
but,  no  sooner  did  they  become  entangled  in  the  Gothic  system  of  pulling  down 
fences,  stages,  and  houses  ;  no  sooner  did  they  commence  the  blasting  system  of 
faronritism  and  proscription,  than  all  hopes  of  improvement  were  dissipated,  and 
the  mind  recoiled  into  gloomy  despondency. 

"  The  only  remedy  against  the  evils  flowing  from  the  present  system,  wilt  be 
found  in  giving  to  ihe  people,  what  they  moat  ardently  wish,  and  what  is  unqnes- 
tionably  their  right,  a  civil  GoTernment,  consisting  of  a  resident  Governor,  a 
Senate  Honse  and  Bouse  of  Assembly. 

"  I  shall  as  briefly  as  possible,  endeavour  to  point  out  the  advantages  that 
woald  flow  to  this  island,  and  the  mother  country,  from  the  establishment  of  a 
civil  Government,  and  from  the  appropriation  and  cultivation  of  the  lands.  In 
doing  this  I  shall  have  to  combat  somo  projudici^,  and  some  error.  The  island  of 
Newfonndland  baa  been  represented  as  deatitate  of  soil;  the  atmosphere  as 
unfriendly  to  vegetation;  agriculture  as  injur  ions  to  a  fishery ;  and  th«  country 
colonized  na  contrary  to  the  interest  of  the  British  merchants,  and  incompatible 
with  the  policy  of  the  mother  coontry." 

As  the  result  of  the  action  of  the  merehauts  and  the  animadversions 
of  the  doctor,  Sir  Richard  Keats'  instructions  from  England 

"Directed  his  attention  to  the  propriety  of  authorising  the  onltiTation 
of  those  lands  of  the  colony  which  might  be  applicable  to  that  purpose.  He 
was  therefore  to  consider  himself  authorised  to  grant  leases  of  sm^i  portions 
of  Innd  to  indnstriona  individuals  for  the  pnrpoae  of  cultivation,  taking 
care,  however,  to  reserve  an  annual  qait-rcnt,  either  nominal  or  real, 
according  to  the  circumstanoes  of  each  individuni  case.  In  furtherance  of  the 
design  contemplated  bj  this  instruction,  the  following  notice  was  published, 
bearing  dat«  June  26,  1813:— 

" '  All  resident  and  induBtriona  inhabitanta  deairous  of  obtaining  small  grants 
of  land  for  the  purposea  of  cultivation  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  John's,  subject 
to  very  moderate  qnit-rents,  are  desired  to  give  in  their  applicatious  to  the  o£ce  of 
the  Secrutary  to  the  Governor,  before  the  last  day  of  July.' 

"  Before  issuing  this  order,  His  Eicellency  had  called  for  a  return  of  all  lands 
that  were  already  claimed  outside  the  town  of  St.  John's,  wiili  the  titles  on  which 
the  several  claims  were  based,  when  it  appeared  that  the  inhabitants  were  pro- 
ceeding rather  rapidly  to  do  for  themselves  what  they  hod  tardily  received  from 
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the  OoTernment  permiBsion  to  do,  and  this  withont  tho  condition  annexed  in  the 
latter  case.  The  return  showed  that  between  October  25, 1812.  and  Jnly  10,  1813, 
twentf-aix  persons  had  oncloaed  plots  of  land  of  varioas  dimensions,  but  amonnting 
in  the  aggregate  to  Berentj-five  acres. 

"The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  tb«  letter  of  ihe  Governor  to 
liord  Bathorst,  reporting  the  snocaes  of  this  meamire.  They  also  afford  a  glimpse 
of  the  sqiuttiDg  sjstem  whioh  had  begun  to  prerail,  and  of  new  ideas  which  were 
dawning  in  people's  minds  as  to  the  agricultural  capacities  of  the  oonntiy : 

" '  The  measure  whioh  I  waa  anthoriaed  to  adopt,  of  making  small  grants  of 
land  to  iudnatrious  individnala  for  the  pnrpoae  of  onltivation,  haa  been  generally 


JVont  a  tealar  aJour  paixling  ■»  the  B.Jf,  XS.  SM». 

received  with  becoming  gratitude,  notwithstanding  pains  have  been  taken  to 
induce  the  lower  claSBes  to  ascribe  the  bonntj  of  GoTemment  to  a  wrong  motive. 
In  proceeding  to  execute  this  part  of  my  instrnctions,  it  became  neocBsary  to  make 
some  enquiry  into  tho  lauds  at  presout  enclosed,  or  in  cultivation,  ard  into  the 
titles  by  which  those  in  occupancy  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  John's  are  held.  And  it 
is  evident  that  tho  pocaesaors  of  a  cousidorablo  portion  of  them  have  no  other 
claims  than  that  which  occupancy  may  be  permitted  to  establish.  8t.  John's,  with 
a  population  of  nearly  10,000,  seems  to  have  grown  ont  of  its  original  sitnation, 
and  to  be  changing  its  character  from  a  fishery  to  a  large  commercial  totrn,  and 
for  a  oonsidcrable  time  pnbt  has  offered  such  advantages  to  the  fanner  and 
gardener,  as  to  overcome  all  the  restraints  which  nature  and  the  policy  of 
Government  have  laid  on  the  cultivation  of  a  soil  certainly  lees  sterile  than  it  has 
generally  bocn  considered.  More  than  a  thousand  acres  are  in  cultivation,  and  as 
many  more  perhaps  enclosed,  the  produce  of  which  is  confined  to  hoy,  potatoes, 
and  vegetables  of  various  kinds,  crops  of  which  may  be  seen  as  plentifal  as  in 
England,  whilst  the  environs  of  the  town,  the  nainral  beauties  of  which  are  very 


,*^i00gle 


400  BEIGN  OF  GEOBOE  III. 

Btriking,  pFeaent  to  the  view  several  nest,  weU>cnltiTated,  ftnd  prodnctiTO  little 

"'It  is  a  circnmBtanoe  particnlarlj  favonraible  to  agricnltnre  tbat  hosbandrj 
does  not  interfere  irith  the  fisherieti,  and  that  the  fisherieB  enpplj  the  famaer  with 
maaore.  The  lands  may  be  prepared,  and  the  oropa  pnt  in  and  taken  oat,  before 
the  oommeticenient  of,  and  after  the  fishery  is  over.  With  these  advantages,  and 
that  of  a  certain  and  profitable  market,  the  desire  to  possess  land  for  several  years 
has  been  eager  ftnd  general.  Proolamations  repeated  by  my  predecetsorB,  forbidding 
persons  to  take  poesesBion  of  lands,  have  been  disregarded.  In  cases  vrhere  grants 
or  leases  have  been  obtained  from  GoverameDt,  the  limits  have  commonly  been 
exceeded.  Pretests  of  every  sort  which  ingenuity  oonld  devise  have  been  resorted 
to  to  foand  titles,  and  by  paying  attention  to  claims  or  pretexts  of  prirat« 
property,  of  which  they  are  pecaliarly  jealoud  (and  they  have  not  been  invaded 
by  me)  I  have  fonod  but  little  land  in  the  neighboorhood  of  St.  John's  to 
dispose  of. 

"  'The  total  number  of  grants  made  this  season  by  the  Governor  nuder  the 
anthority  afForded  bj  his  instractions  was  one  handred  and  ten  small  plots  of  land 
not  exceeding  four  acres.  These  were  subject  to  annual  quit-rents  of  from  2s,  6d.  to 
5*.  per  acre,  renewable  at  the  expiration  of  thirty  years  at  moderate  fines.  The 
above  grants  were  not  equal  to  the  number  of  applications.  Many  of  the  latter 
bad  yet  to  be  decided  on;  His  Excellency  governing  himself  chiefly  by  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  magistrates,  paying  attention  to  character,  and  considering  the 
oironmstanoes  and  family  of  the  applicant. 

" '  The  scarcity  of  provisions  which  had  prevailed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
1813,  had  been  well  calculated  to  stimulate  the  people  to  make  trial  of  what  the 
land  oould  produce  towards  their  support.  During  the  first  months  of  im2,  before 
the  declaration  of  war  by  America,  supplies  were  in  safficient  abundance,  and  to  be 
had  at  a  modei'ate  price.  Bnt  after  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities,  the  prices 
gradually  advanced  to  an  unprecedented  height.  Fortunately,  a  seasonable 
importation  was  received  from  Canada,  of  12,000  owt.  of  bread,  and  4,000  barrels 
of  flour,  which  barely  dissipated  the  prospect  of  starvation  dnring  the  winter. 
lilvon  with  this  welcome  addition,  so  dire  was  the  scarcity,  that  at  one  period 
common  biscuit  "  was  ret>ailad  out  in  small  parcels  of  a  few  pounds  as  a  peculiar 
favour  to  the  poor,  at  the  rato  of  £6  sterling  per  cwt.  Potatoes  were  sold  at  35*< 
per  barrel  (two  bnshels  and  a  half),  and  the  inhabitants  were  rednoed  to  the  most 
alarming  state  of  need,  when  a  vessel  arrived  from  Greenock  with  relief."  Before 
the  arrival  of  this  vessel,  a  committee  of  gentlemen  had  paid  General  Moore  £7 
sterling  per  barrel  as  a  deposit  for  flour  out  of  the  public  stores,  to  bake  np  for  the 
poor.  Even  in  the  snmmer  of  1813,  the  following  high  prices  prevailed — Biscnit, 
70(.  to  Sis.  per  cwt.  E'lour,  120i.  to  126«.  per  barrel.  Beef,  1408.  to  147«.  per 
barrel.  Pork,  180«.  to  200s.  Potatoes,  22e.  6d.  to  25».  per  barrel.  On  July  16,  the 
society  of  merchants  reported  to  His  Excellency  that  the  quaniity  of  provisions  od 
hand  was  not  more  than  snfficient  to  supply  the  demand  for  two  months,  and  there 
waa  little  prospect  of  any  considerable  importations.' 

"  On  this  subject  the  Governor  made  nrgent  representations  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  and,  probably  as  the  result  of  those  representations,  though  apparently 
coming  in  the  ordinary  way  of  trade,  large  imports  were  received,  mostly  from 
Great  Britain,  which  replenished  the  stores,  bronght  down  prices,  and  removed  all 
apprehensions  of  famine  for  the  ensuing  winter."  ■ 

>  From  Psdui'b  Bittory  ((f  Ntafaundtand  and  Neio/vundiatid  Record*. 
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In  June  1814  there  is  a  letter  in  the  Records  from  Hunter  &  Co. 
praying  permission  to  export  a  quantity  of  flour,  "  that  the  market  is 
"  now  no  glutted  that  it  is  impossible  to  sell  it,  and  that  if  not  allowed 
"  to  send  it  away  it  will  be  spoiled." 

In  1815  both  Colclough  and  Sir  Richard  Keats  left  the  Colony. 
The  Chief  Justice  was  evidently  terrified  by  the  following  letter.  He 
put  forth  a  proclamation  immediately,  offering  a  reward  of  £100  for 
the  discovery  of  the  writer  or  of  the  person  who  affixed  it  to  the  Court 
House  gabe,  of  course  without  result. 

"  To  the  Honorable  Cesas  Colclough,  Esq.,  Chief  Judge  in  the  Snpretae  Coort 
of  St.  John's,  and  in  ftnd  over  the  Island  of  Newfoundland,  &o.,  &o.,  &a. 

"  The  hamble  petition  uf  the  distress'  of  St.  John's  in  general  most  humbly 
sbeweth : — 

"  That  the  poor  of  St.  John's  are  very  mnch  oppressed  by  different  orders 
from  the  Conrt  House,  which  they  amigine  is  unknown  to  yonr  Lordship, 
Oouoeming  the  killing  end  shooting  their  doggs,  without  the  least  nine  of  the 
being  sick  or  mad.  Wee  do  hope  that  your  Lordship  will  check  the  Justices  that 
was  the  means  of  this  evil  Proclamation  against  the  Interest  of  the  poor  Families, 
that  their  dependance  for  their  Winter's  Fewel  is  on  their  Doggs,  and  likewise 
several  single  men  that  is  bringing  ont  Wood  for  the  nse  of  the  Fishery,  if  in  case 
this  business  is  not  pnt  back  it  will  be  the  means  of  an  iudeferent  business  as  ever 
the  killing  the  Doggs  in  Ireland  was  before  the  rebellion  the  first  Instance  will  be  ' 
given  by  killing  Cows  and  Horses,  and  all  other  disorderly  Yice  that  can  be 
comprebened  by  the  Art  of  Han. 

"  Wee  are  sorry  for  giveing  yonr  Lordship  any  nneasines  for  directing  any  like 
bnsineSB  to  yonr  Honour,  but  Timely  notice  is  better  than  nse  any  voilanoe.  What 
may  be  the  canse  of  what  we  not  wish  to  men'  at  present,  by  pnting  a  stop  to  this 
great  evil.  Wee  hope  that  onr  PrayrS  will  be  mains  of  obtaining  Life  Everlasting 
for  yonr  Lordship  in  the  world  to  corae. 

"  Ueroy  wee  will  take,  and  Meri^  wee  will  give." 

The  Chief  Justice  should  hf.ve  known,  as  one  experienced  about 
liis  countrymen,  that  the  threatening  letter  is  a  cornmon  Hibernian 
device ;  that,  whilst  it  is  sometimes  malignant,  often  enough  it  is  the 
mere  wanton  trick  of  some  idle  vagabond  who  can  write,  and  wants  to 
worry  his  neighbour.  Magistrates  of  any  standing,  either  in  Ireland 
or  amongst  Irish  people,  could  "  paper  a  trunk  "  with  such  epistles. 
This  one  is  in  very  mild  tone ;  it  has  not  got  even  the  traditionary 
coffin  and  cross  bones  at  the  head  of  it ;  it  is  more  of  a  respectful 
remonstrance  than  a  threat  of  murder,  as  the  affrighted  Colclough 
translated  it.  During  the  troublous  times  that  were  coming  on  the 
Colony,  it  was  a  good  thing  he  left.  Colclough  was  succeeded  in  the 
Chief  Justiceship  by  Francis  Forbes,  Esq.,  a  distinguished  barrister  of 
Lincoln's  Inn.  He  was  appointed  on  the  4>th  August  1816,  and 
commenced  the  discharge  of  his  duties  on  the  15th  July  1817,  and 
remained  resident  in  the  Colony  up  to  the  6th  of  May  1822.  Chief 
/    p.  S789.  c  c 


,*^iOOgle 


402  R£ION  OF  GEORGE  III. 

Justice  Forbes  won  golden  opinionB  from  all  classes ;  the  pages  of  "  The 
Select  Cases  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Newfoundland  "are  on  abiding 
monument  to  his  profound  lenming  and  serene  intelligence. 

The  faction  tights  went  on  for  many  years  after  Colclou^h  left 
"  Yallow-helly  Corner,"  on  the  east  side  of  Beck's  Cove,  commemorates 
the  spot  where  the  wounded  in  the  melee  used  to  be  washed  in  the  little 
brook  flowing  into  Beck's  Cove.  The  Tipperary  "  clear  airs,"  the 
Waterford  "  whey  belhes,"  and  the  Cork  "  dadyeens "  were  arrayed 
against  the  "  yallow  belly  "  faction — the  "  Doones  "  or  Kilkenny  boys, 
and  the  Wexford  "  yallow  bellies."  There  were  besides  the  "  young 
colts"  and  a  number  of  other  names  for  the  factions.  They  fought 
with  one  another  "  out  of  pure  devilment  and  divarsion,"  as  an  old 
Irishman  explained  it  to  me.  Besides  these  scrimmages  theie  were 
plenty  of  fights  when  the  "fools"  or  mummers  came  out  from 
Christiras  to  Twelfth  Day.  Theae  men  were  dreaded  up  with  hig'h 
paper  caps  of  a  triangular  form,  ornamented  with  ribbons.  They 
wore  white  shirts,  sewn  all  over  with  ribbons  and  streamers.  A  good 
"rig-out"  cost  both  time  and  money.  The  "swabs "were  mai.te  of  » 
bladder, covered  with  canvas  or  a  switch,  made  sometimes  of  a  cow's  tail 
*  fastened  to  a  stick.  Some  were  dressed  as  women,  with  long  garments, 
known  as  "  eunchucks."  They  were  all  masked,  and  ran  at  passengers 
with  an  Indian  yell,  and  spoke  in  a  falsetto  voice.  Men  were  often 
beaten  badly  for  old  grievances  by  the  fools.  I  rememl.ier,  as  a  boy, 
how  proud  I  used  to  be  to  shake  hands  with  a  fool,  and  to  know  what 
"  rigs"  Noah  Thomas  or  Mick  Toole  were  going  out  in.  Each  company 
had  one  or  more  hobby-horses,  with  gaping  jaws  to  snap  at  people, 
The  fools  had  to  be  put  down  by  Act  of  Parliament.  Mummers  and 
fools  were  English  customs,  dating  back  to  the  Saxon  time,  brought  to 
this  Colony  by  the  old  Devonshire  settlers. 

The  returns  for  the  year  1814  show  unexampled  prosperity — an 
encrmous  fishery,  a  large  catch  of  seals  (a  hundred  and  twenty 
tlx.usand)  and  splendid  prices ;  1815  was  also  a  good  season,'  the 
fish  exported  amounted  to  one  and  a  quarter  million  quintals.  Fisli 
was  quoted  in  St.  John's  at  nineteen  and  twenty-one  shillings  per 
quintal,  cod  oil  at  thirty -three  pounds,  and  seal  oil  at  thirty -six 
pounds  per  ton.  1814  is,  wrongly,  generally  stated  to  have  been 
a  regular  aTiniie  mirabiUs,  nine  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
quintals  of  fish  having  been  reported  to  have  been  taken  and  sold,  at 

'  In  1815, 1816.  and  1817,  Newmans  huilt  their  eiMllent  models  and  i<taunch  con- 
Bevetal  fine  Ternwls  at  Great  Jervoii,  which  alruction,  ell  ciinBlriicled  out  of  timber 
nere  highly  cumuieiided  bj  TriDily  Hodbg  fur      oblained  in  Bnj  Despair. 
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two  pounds  sterling  per  quintal,  the  whole  exports  heing  valued  at  the 
enormous  sum  of  over  two  million  pounds  sterliag,'  With  the  close  of 
the  year  1S15  came  the  crash.*  In  December  1815  Mr.  Coote,  the 
Supreme  Surrogate,  and  Captain  Buchan,  R.N.,  on  whom  the  whole 
judicial  hui^iness  of  the  capital  devolved,  wrote  to  Sir  R.  G.  Keats  : — 

"  In  November  1815  there  have  been  apwards  of  seven  hundred  write  issued 
since  the  closing  of  ftccounta  in  October  [in  all  oyer  nine  hundred  anrnmonB], 
and  forty  declarations  of  insolvencj  ;  notwithatandinK  which  we  are  happy  to 
inform  your  Eicellency  that  the  public  peace  has  not  in  any  material  degree  b«en 
interrupted,  nor  do  we  perceive  the  smallest  ground  for  apprehension  of  any 
change  of  sentiment  likely  to  disturb  the  present  tranqnillity." 

What  a  contrast  between  these  calm  words  of  two  hrave  cool- 
headed  men  in  the  midst  of  dire  calamity  and  the  fears  and  forebodings 
of  Colclough.     Peace  had  come  after  the  crushing  defeat  of  Waterloo, 


18th  June  1815  ;  the  United  States  had  made  peace  with  England  by 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent ;  American  and  Norwegian  fish  flowed  into  the 
Mediterranean  markets ;  produce  was  selling  abroad  for  less  sometimes 


■  The  official  retnmg  of  exports  for  this 
year,  from  Oclober  1813  to  October  1314,  do 
not  show  either  Buch  high  pricen  or  quanti- 
ties.  Tttih  is  pni  dova  at  SUa.  lo  S6>.  per 
iguintal ;  value  of  seal  oil,  &c.  and  furs  at 
£38,670 ;  SalmoD,  3,429  tiereea,  at  £4  per 
tierue.  There  it  a  ligoificaat  iteoi  of  S,049 
quintals  of  fish  exported  lo  the  BraziU. 
Janica  Stewart  is  credited  irilh  bein);  the 
firal  merchant  io  Newfoundland  to  inaugurate 
this  important  businvHS.  In  out;  of  Uie  letlern 
he  writes,  "30,000  qiiiotals  of  Sab,  well 
handled,  should  make  any  man's  fortuue." 

>  Prices,  1812-1816. 
"  Price  of  eod  oil,  Liverpool,  1812,  £38 
itcrling  per  Ion. 


"  Price  of  cod  oil,  Liverpool,  1813,  f49 

sterling  per  too. 
"  Priceof  codoil,I>ODdoD,1613,£42  10>. 

sierliax  pei  ion. 
"  Tar  in  Eaglaud,  1813,  43>.   per  b.UTel, 

and  expected  to  fiKP.  hl^iher. 
"  April  1816,  the  price  of  cod  oil  continues 
low  at  £28  ]'er  ion.  The  iotroduction  of  gas 
light  for  the  streets  and  shops  lessens  the 
consumption  very  cousiderably,  and  will  be 
worse."— From  Newmah  &  Co.'s  Booht. 

■  It  nns  from  tbi^  bandy  little  craft  that 
our  fishermen  got  the  idea  of  the  boat  now  io 
such  general  use  all  over  the  Colooj ;  It 
displaced  the  lug-eails  lonards  tlie  end  of 
last  centiity. 

The   fishing  bouts   in   the  cod  and   seal 
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thaa  one-third  of  its  coet  to  the  merchaat  A  panic  ensaed,  and  nearly 
all  the  houses  in  the  trade  went  down.  The  catch  of  1816  was 
considerable' — over  a  million  quintals  were  exported.  Prices,  however, 
had  become  abnormally  low — fourteen,  twelve,  and  even  ten  shillings 
per  quintal 

The  winters  of  1815,  1816,  and  1817-18  are  memorable  in  the 
annals  of  the  Colony.  In  the  winter  of  1815  the  capital  and  all  the 
outporls  were  in  a  state  of  actual  starvation.  The  losses  and 
insolvencies  referred  to  by  Coote  had  ruined  the  credit  of  our 
merchants.  Importations  of  provisions  were  quite  inadequate,  and,  to 
add  to  the  general  misery,  emigrants  were  flocking  in  from  Ireland.' 
By  Christmas  1816,  when  communication  with  the  outside  was  virtually 
shut  off,  the  dread  spectre  of  famine  threatened  our  unfortunate 
Colony.  Fortunately,  at  this  terrible  crisis,  the  virtual  control  of 
the  Colony  was  in  the  hands  of  Captain  David  Buchan,  R.N.  The 
most  fulsome  panegyric  is  really  but  faint  praise  for  the  cool  courage, 
able  management,  aud  humane  exertions  of  the  heroic  commander. 
During  this  trying  winter  he  put  his  own  men  on  H.M.S.  Pike  on  short 
allowance,  when  the  following  address  was  presented  to  him  by 
the  Grand  Jury : — 

"  Too,  &ir,  were  Bcon  oonflpioooDB  in  public  exertionB  to  afford  the  only  refuge 
to  which  those  soffLring  the  calamities  of  impending  fomiae  conld  address  them- 
BelveB  for  buitcof." 


flshcrj  were  formerly  called  iliollopi  and 
ebaliowB3's,  thcKe  noids  oFlen  occurring  in 
our  hiHiory,  The  shallop  was  a  large  boat, 
decked  SL  both  ends  and  opea  in  the  centre, 
wilh  moveable  deck-boards  and  poundii  ; 
there  were  cuddies  both  fom  and  aft  where 
the  fishermen  could  sleep.  There  were  never 
less  than  tliiee  men  iu  a  shallop ;  their  dimcn- 
gionu  were— ao  to  40  feet  keel,  10  lo  40  feet 
beam ;  maaj  of  the  larger  sliallops  had  five 
men,  and  would  carr)-  SUO  qtls.  dry  fish.  The 
Bha11owaj>H  weru  open  boats,  what  are  now 
called  punts.  The  aaila  in  cummou  uie 
QDlil  after  IT8(I  were  lug  suili.  The  sprit- 
sail  boats  were  probably  copied  from  Irish 
models,  like  the  picture  of  tlie  Wexford 
herring  cot.  There  was  no  Ere  below  deck  i 
the  cooking  apparatus,  or  galley,  was 
buiil  of  atone,  and  was  generally  on  the 
forecastle.  The  fishermen '■  clothing  wns 
mode  commonly  of  whitoey  and  larked 
swanskin  (oiled  clothing  had  not  been  in- 
Tented,  and  (he  barvril  was  universally  used 
by  the  fishermen  all  over  Sorth  Americul ; 
for  the  seal  fishery  the  men  had  blucbeit-  and 
buskins;  pewter  pots  were  mostly  used  for 
cooking  and  drinking  vessels.  The  first 
decked  vessels  for  the  seal  fishery  were  about 
the  site  of  ordinary  Western  boats,  4(i  to 
SU  feet  keel,  and   14  to   15  feet  beam.    The 


sebooners  all  had  deep,  heavy  keel* ;  both 
the  bottom  planking  and  keel  were  made 
of  birch  and  witch  haiel.  It  took  about  seven 
men  to  haul  out  the  birch  stick  fur  a  keel' 
For  Che  boat's  frame  juniper  was  generally 
used;  the  timbers  were  about  a  foot  apart, 
aud  the  planking  was  about  an  invh  and  a 
half  thick,  generally  of  pine,  with  block  apruce 
for  spars.  The  schooner  rig  came  into  vogue 
about  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the 
ship  seal  fishery,  lu  the  early  accounts  of 
this  industry  a  distinction  is  made  between 
the  fishery  as  prosecuted  io  shallopa  and  in 
schooners.  The  only  novelty  introduced  aboal 
171*8  was  the  use  of  larger  vessels  in  this 
business.  There  was  always  more  or  less  of 
a  seal  fishery  carried  on  by  the  residents  with 
nets,  pursuing  them  on  the  ice,  and  following 
them  up  with  shallops  and  punts. 

'  I'edley,  in  his  history,  slates  the  catch 
WHS  small.  The  records  show  that  the 
amount  was  about  t,UB3,453  quintals. 

Eleven  thousand  Irish  cume  to  St.  John's 


1SI4  . 


SIS,     I'here 


tive  cocrespondencG  between  Kent  and  Morris 
of  Waterford  about  the  cubic  space  required 
for  an  emigrant.  Their  sufferings  in  crassing 
must  have  been  terrible,  only  exceeded  by 
the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage  on  board 
an  African  slaver. 
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If  Buchaa  deserved  all  these  encomiums  for  his  services  in  1815-16, 
what  praise  iihal]  wc  give  him  for  his  still  more  difficult  task  iu  the 
terrible  season  of  1817-18,  known  in  Newfoundland  as  the  "Hard 
Winter,"  and  still  more  generally  as  the  "  Winter  of  the  Rala  t "  In  the 
former  BeanoD,  starvation  alone  had  to  be  contended  with ;  now  famine, 
froat,  and  fire  combined,  like  three  avenging  furies,  to  scoui^e  the 
unfortunate  Island.  A.  frost  that  sealed  up  the  whole  coast  commenced 
early  in  November,  and  continued  almost  without  intermission  through 
the  entire  season,  and  on  the  nighta  of  the  7th  and  21sfc  of  November 
1817,  three  hundred  houses  were  burnt,  rendering  two  thousand  in- 
dividuals, in  depth  of  that  cruel  winter,  homeless.'  Nothing  can  add  to 
the  simple  pathos  of  the  grand  jury's  presentment : — 

"  Calamities  so  enteiiBive  woald  have  boen  in  onr  most  prosperona  times 
prodactiTe  of  Berere  dietress,  bnt  oa  retrospoctiog  to  onrBitnationforthe  last  three 
years,  dnring  wbich  period  we  hare  allernately  goffered  by  fire,  hj  famine,  bj 
lawless  ontrage,  and  namerona  mercantile  failures,  which  have  great!  j  injared  the 
commercial  repntation  of  the  town,  the  recent  conflagrations  seemed  only  wanting 
to  cousammate  onr  misfortnnea.  Several  hundred  men  in  the  prime  of  life,  without 
money,  or  tiie  means  of  being  employed,  withonb  adequate  clothing  or  food,  are  at 
the  hoar  of  midnight  wanderiug  amidst  che  smoking  raina  to  seek  warmth  fVom 
the  ashes,  and  food  from  the  refaae  of  the  half-cons omed  Seh.  In  dwelling- hoDses 
thA  misery  is  little  less.  Many  families,  onco  in  affluence,  are  now  in  abaolnte 
-want.  Within  these  two  days,  two  men  have  t>een  found  perished  of  cold,  and 
many  hnndreds  must  inevitably  experience  a  similar  fate  if  hnmanity  does  not 
promptly  and  effectnally  step  forward  to  their  relief." 

To  add  to  this  misery,  gangs  of  half-famished,  lawless  men 
everywhere  threatened  the  destruction  of  life  and  property ;  vigilance 
committees  were  formed  in  every  settlement.  Mr,  George  Kemp, 
then  residing  in  Brigus,  tells  of  the  confidence  and  safety  the 
planters  felt  when  Captain  Buchan  came  amongst  them.  lu  St  John's 
and  every  outport  his  presence  brought  tranquillity ;  all  caught  the 
contagion  of  his  splendid  courage.  The  suffering  endured  during  that 
winter  no  pen  can  fully  describe. 

A  vessel  with  provisions  put  into  Bay  Bulls  in  distress ;  the  people 
flocked  down  en  masse  to  board  her,  and  they  would  not  let  the  ship 
leave  the  harbour  until  half  her  cargo  had  been  unloaded  by  the 
authorities  and  distributed.  In  Renews,  two  West  Country  crews  were 
frozen  up  ;  a  mob,  headed  by  the  village  blacksmith,  attacked  the  room, 
threatening  to  murder  the  Devonshire  men  unless  they  surrendered  their 
provisions ;  one  of  the  skippers,  an  old  captain  of  a  privateer,  had  been 
expecting  an  attack,  and  had  his  stoi^  loopholed  for  musketry ;  he  fired 
a  volley  over  the  heads  of  the  crowd,  and  all  fied  ;  afterwards  the  some 
captain  and  his  merchant  shared  all  their  provisions  with  the  Renews 
'  There  bad  also  been  a  very  dratrnctitre  flie  in  February  I81S. 
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people.  Many  more  iDciiients  could  be  related  about  the  winter  of  the 
"  RaU,"  or  "  Rowdies."  Near  Renews,  a  lot  of  Irish  emigrants  left  their 
nhip  at  the  edge  of  the  ice,  and  crawled  on  shore  on  their  hands  and 
knees,  to  add  more  sbarers  in  the  already  inadequate  rations.  Daring 
these  three  unhappy  years  everytliing  was  against  us ;  even  the  seal 
fishery  failed  in  1817.^ 

In  the  spring  of  1818  this   period   of   calamity  came  to  an  end. 
The  seal  fishery  was   unusually  productive,  in   less   than  a  fortnight 


qfSir  E.  A.  namill<m,  Bart. 

scores  of  little  vessels  returned,  loaiJed  to  the  scuppers  with  fat ;  hope 
revived,  the  fisheries  were  good,  the  marlteta  improved,  and  the  poor 
old  Colony  a^ain  l>egan  to  lift  up  her  head.  The  Governor,  Sir  Francis 
Pickmore,'  had  been  ordered  to  remain  through  the  winter  in  New- 
foundland. Dr.  Carson's  pampldet  had  shown  up  the  absurdity  of 
Governors  coming  out  tor  two  or  three  montbs  in  the  year.  Henceforth 
all  their  Excellencies  were  perennials,  not  fleeting  annuals.  Admiml 
Pickioore  was  a  firm,  courageous  old  mjin,  hut  the  toil,  exposure,  and 

'  1817  is  the  worst  Beal  finhery  on  record,  gathered  from  the  Nivy  lisU.  The  fimilj 
only  thirtj--seven  thousand  teals  being  killed  appt-are  to  hate  died  oal,  as  none  of  Ihll 
over  the  whole  Ti^land.  n.ime   can  be   foood   in   ibe   Savj,  Ann7, 
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nniuety  of  the  last  terrible  winter  told  on  his  enfeebled  constitution,  and 
on  the  24th  of  February  he  died.  One  can  form  some  idea  of  the 
8e\-erity  of  the  season  from  the  fact  that  it  took  all  the  crew  of 
H.M.S,  Fly,  with  the  assistance  of  civilisjis,  a  whole  fortnight  to 
cut  a  channel  through  the  ice,  wliich  was  between  four  and  five 
feet  thick.  The  faithful  admiral's  obsequies  were  carried  out  with 
gre  it  btate,  the  grandest  ceremony  ever  koown  in  the  Colony. 

"  So  pant  the  stroag  heroic  sonl  away. 
And  when  they  buried  bitn  the  little  port 
Had  seldom  seen  a  costUer  funeral." 

The  sufferings  of  the  Newfoundland  colonists  called  forth  humane 
response  from  all  quarters.  The  Biitish  Government  sent  £10,000, 
Halifax  contributed  liberally,  but  the  most  toiiching  and  generous  gift 
was  from  the  large- hearted  people  of  Boston.  A  few  years  before  they 
were  fitting  out  privateers  to  destroy  our  fishing  ve.'-B'fls,  now  they  sent 
us  a  welcome  ship-load  of  provisions.  In  the  most  inclement  month  of 
the  year,  January,  the  brig  Messenger  came  into  St.  Jolin'a,  beiiring  the 
following  address : — 

"  To  IliB  Eioellency  Francis  Pjckuohe,  Esq.,  Vice- Admiral  and  Governor,  Ac, 
PreBident  of  the  Society  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Poor  of  St.  John's. 
"  Sir, — The  recent  confl^ration  of  a  great  part  of  the  town  of  St.  Jobn'i,  at  u 
period  of  the  year  when  it  maybe  impracticable  to  obtain  relief  (Vom  the  parent 
coantry,  and  the  calamity  which  mnsb  neceesorily  ensne  to  a  large  number  of  onr 
fetlow-beinga,  have  been  felt  in  this  town  with  all  the  eympathj  which  they  are 
calculated  to  inspire.  A  subsoriptioii,  for  the  pDrpoaa  of  affording  Bome  immediate 
aid  to  the  snlfererB,  has  been  couaeqnently  opened  in  this  place,  and  the  means  of 
purchasing  a  qnaniity  of  ench  articles  as  are  conaidered  to  be  best  adapted  to  tha 
exigencies  of  the  moment,  hare  been  readily  contribated  by  a  number  of  its 
inhttbitantfl. 

"  The  American  brig  Mettenger,  Captain  Ptteraon,  having  been  chartered  for 
the  exclustTe  object  of  carrying  this  offering  to  St.  Johu'a,  we  have  now  the  honoar 
to  enclose  yon  a  bill  of  lading,  and  manifeat  of  her  car^,  consisting  of  the  following 
articles : — 

174  barrels  of  flonr  125  barrels  of  meal 

11  tiercea  of  rice  27  barrels  and  963  bags  of  bread, 

whloh,  on  behalf  of  (he  contributors,  we  reqneat  that  you  will  have  the  goodneas 
to  receive,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  diatribnted  amon^;  the  anfierera  by  the  late 
conflagration,  in  such  manner  and  in  snch  proportions  as  their  respective  circum' 
stances  may  require.  We  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  bearer,  Captain  Peterson, 
to  jour  kind  protection.  .  .  The  cause  of  humanity  alone  has  induced  him  to 
undertake,  at  this  inclement  season,  sach  a  voyage  which,  under  other  circum- 
stances, he  would  have  felt  himself  obliged  to  decline. 

"  Wc  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  all  due  consideration,  very  reepectCnlly,  jour 
Excellency's  obedient  humble  servants.  (Signed) 

"  Jahes  Perkins  Aerold  Willis 

"  JoNATHiM  Amory,  Junr,  Benjahin  Rfch 

"  Tbistbau  Bak-vabd  John  Houston. 

"  Boston,  December  27,  1817." 
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Bishop  Lambert,  of  the  Franciscan  order,  had  succeeded  the  eminoit 
Dr.  O'Donel  as  Soman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Newfoundland ;  he  was 
consecrated  at  Wexford,  April  1806,  Bishop  of  Chitra  in  parVibua. 
Dr.  Lambert  was  rather  an  old  man  when  appointed,  and  of  very 
delicate  constitution.  All  his  contemporaries  speak  of  him  as  a  perfect 
gentleman,  sometimes  a  little  hasty,  but  genial,  kind,  and  of  pre-eminent 
social  qualities ;  he  dined  out  a  good  deal  with  the  Governor  and  the 
officers  and  merchants,  entertaining  them  in  return  at  his  ^       -.-li- 

lx>ard.  Dr.  Lambert  received  an  allowance  from  the  B 
mcnt.^  In  1811  Dr.  Scallan  came  out  to  assist,  and  was 
successor.  The  first  three  Roman  Catholic  bishops  in  t 
their  suavity  of  manner,  and  their  liberal,  enlightened  poli 
perhaps  more  than  any  others  to  promote  harmony  and 
community. 

There  were  two  treaties  of  peace  with  France — in  1814  and  in  1815. 
St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  had  been  formally  given  back  to  our  enemies  in 
1814,  wlien  suddenly,  in  1815,  Captain  Buchan  was  sent  again  to  retake 
the  islands  and  plant  the  Union  Jack  on  the  Governor's  staff;  the 
taking  and  retaking  of  these  little  islands  was  a  r^^lar  "  Jack-in-the- 
box  "  affair.  Before  the  peace  the  merchants  of  St.  John's  had  sent  a 
very  strong  memorial  to  the  Prince  Regent  praying  that  in  any  future 
settlement  foreigners  might  be  excluded  from  our  fisberies ;  the  Governors 
vigorously  supported  the  prayer  of  the  memorial.  His  Koyal  Highness 
promised  favourable  consideratioa,  but,  as  usual,  our  interests  were 
deliberately  sacrificed.  France  had  been  completely  conquered.  Why, 
then,  did  she  recover  her  position  on  the  Newfoundland  coast  ?  Castle- 
reagh's  answer  is  characteristic :  "  The  European  sovereigns  wanted  to 
make  the  Bourbon»i  popular  with  the  French  people."  For  the  sake  of 
the  incapable,  unteachable  Louis  XVIII.,  a  galling  yoke  was  thrown 
round  the  necks  of  British  colonists.  It  is  the  fiitnsiest  and  most  paltry 
excuse  fur  a  great  diplomatic  blunder. 

On  the  death  of  Admiral  Pickmore,  Captain  Bowker,  of  the  admiral's 
ship,  was  Acting-Governor  unti]  the  arrival  of  Sir  Charles  Hamilton '  in 
July  1818.  In  the  beginning  of  September  of  that  year  another  tire 
broke  out  in  St.  John's,  which  consumed  twelve  houses  and  part  of  the 

■  A    stipend  of    £7S    per   mnunm   wu  ;oii  contmue  to  hold  thftt  impcwtaDt  dtnt- 

granted  lo  Dr.  Lvnbert.    "  1S14,  April.  Id  tioD." 

consideration  of   the   respectability  attached  '  Sir  C.  Hamilton,  bom  1767,  was  entered 

to  joar  situation  n   Head  of  the   Catholic  on  the  books  of  his  father's  ship,  ibe  Uediir, 

Church  la  Kewfoundland,  and  of  the  highly  in    1T7S  i    in   I7B4    he    sucoeeded    to    the 

I'Tcdiiable  and  meritorious  manner  in  which  baronelcji  iras  captain  in  ITSB.     In  17B4  he 

;ou  disciiarge  the  dnties  of  your  important  mu  present  at  the  sieges  nf  Hastia.  Calvi,  &e. 

office,   His   Rojal   HighneBS    has   been  gm-  He  was  in  commaud  of  the  Malpnmtnt  for 

eiouslj  pleased    to    direct    that    an    annual  seven  jeara,  serringon  the  eoastsof  Holland. 

nUawanee  uf  £73  shall  be  paid  to  jron  whilst  Africa,  the  Eoal  and  West  Indie*.    In  ISttl 
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Ordnance  property,  and  in  1819  yet  another  destmctive  conflagration, 
ivhich  destroyed  one  hundred  and  twenty  houses  at  the  western  end  of 
the  town ;  the  loss  was  estimated 
at  £120,000  sterling.  There  can 
he  very  little  doubt  that  these 
fires  were  the  work  of  incendiaries. 
Although,  for  the  time,  these 
recurring  calamities  caused  great 
privations  and  misery,  the  result 
was  a  great  improvement  in  the 
laying  out  of  the  city;  Water 
Street  and  Duckworth  Street, 
formerly  narrow  lanes,  were  now 
built  up  with  good  substantial 
houses,  and  were  widened  to  fifty 
feet.^  The  new  Governor  was 
chiefly  remarkable  for  his  stem, 
unbending  Conservatism.  The 
most  important  event  during  his 
tennre  of  office  was  the  convention 
of  1818  with  America. 
It  was  agreed  : — 

"  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  UDited  Statei  Hhauld  have  for  ever,  in  common 
with  the  rabjeota  of  His  Britannio  Majeaty,  the  liberty  to  take  fieh  of  every  kind 
on  that  part  of  the  santhem  coast  of  Nenfonndland  extending  from  Cape  Hay  to 

he  was  rBlomed  for  DungannoD,  and  in  1807  oertHin  ngnlations  be  made  br  the  rebDilding 

fur  HoaitOQ,  which  be  reprtBented  till  18IS,  of  ioch  pan»  thereof  as  bave  been  deBtroyed, 

though  away  on  ac'ice  service.     Wat  made  and  also  for  the  ereotion   of  any  Houses  or 

Tear-admiral   in    ISli),  aud   Tice-admiral    in  Ituildings  in  the  said  Town  hereafter;  Be  it 

1B14.    From  IHIS  to  1834  he  was  Governor  thrrerore  enactedby  the  Kiog'K  Most  ExueUeDt 

of  Newfoundland;  became  admiral  in  18SU,  a  Majeaty,  by   aud  with   the  advice  and  con- 

K.C.B.  in  183»,  aud  died  at  Ipiiifr,  Sussex,  rant  of  the  Lords     Splritaii]   and  Temporal, 

ioll'49.    Lady  Hamiltou  was  the  fint  Gover-  and    Commons,   in    this  presfiit    Parliament 

Dor's  wife  to  reside  in  the  Colon; ;  she  lived  a.->sembled,  aod  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

io  Fort  Townehead,  St.  John's,  for  four  years,  that   the   Lower   Street  in   the    said    Town, 

and  drew  the  portrait  of  Mary  Mal«h.  commonly  called   Water  Street,  shall  not  be 

'  The  St.  JoHjr'f  Fim»i  o»  1817-80.  'f"  *^''  ^*/  ^*!*  '"  ^^^  '"  ^''^P  P"" 

thereof,  eiteudmg  from  tbe  house  and  stores 

1  Geo.  IV.     Cap.  Ii.  occupied  by   Brown,   Hoyla  ^   Co.,  at  the 

Ah  Act  to  bkgiii.itii  the  KB-BtJiuimo  or  Exst  end,  to  the  pnblin  Ships  Koom,  commonly 

THB  Towk  of  St.  John's,  ik  Newvoumd-  Dulled  the  Wettem  Ship*  Room,  at  the  West 

LUfD,   >KO  roB    iNnKHMirriNo  fEBsoNH  end   thereof;    and    that    the    Upper    Sinet, 

eiTiHO  DF  GKOcan  for  that  pdbfobb.  oummoaly  called  Duckttorth  Street,  shall  not 

[ISth  July,  lean.]  be  less  ihan  Fort;  feet  b  width  ;  snd  that  all 

Vbbbbas  the  Town  of  Saint  Johji,  in  and    every    Bouses,    Stores,   Erections    aud 

tbe  Island   of  Na^Qmdland,  hath  recently  Buildings  whktsoevrr,  built  aud  erected  since 

teen  liiilsd  by   very  great  and  dastmetive  (he  first  .day  of  Jmi»  One  Thousand  Eight 

Vires,  the  ravages  wheteof  have  been  ohiefly  Hundred  and  Eighteen,  or  which  shall  at  any 

occaaioned  by  ue  uarrownese  of  the  Streets,  time  or  times  hereafler  be  erected  and  built  in 

and  the  difficulty  of  arresiiug  the  f  rogress  of  the  said  street  or  ei^er  erf  them,  whether  the 

the    flames ;  And    whereas    it    will    greatly  lamc  be  upon  any  vacant  spot  of  Ground  or 

cnnirihute  to  the    oouveuienoe    of  tbe    said  upon  the  site  of  any  former  Building,  shall  be 

Town,  at  well  as  to  its  future   security,  if  made   to   conform   to  Ibe  width  <rf  tbe  said 


REIGN  OF  QEOBGE  lU. 


tho  Bamenn  lelandfi ;  on  the  weetem  and  uortbem  coast,  from  Gape  Ba;  to  tbe 
Qnirpon  IsUnds ;  on  tbe  shores  of  the  Hs-gdalen  Islands,  and  also  on  the  coasts, 
bays,  harbours,  and  creoka,  from 
MouBt  Joli  on  tbe  sonthem  coael 
or  Labrador  to  and  throogh  tbe 
straits  of  Belleisle ;  and  thence 
northwardly,  indefinitely  along 
the  I  ooaat,  witlioat  prejudice, 
however,  to  any  of  tbe  eiclnsiTe 
rigbts  of  tbe  Hadsou's  Bay 
Company." 

The    convention    further 
provideii : — 

"  Tbot  tbe  American  flahermeD 
ebonld  also  bave  liberty  for  ever 
to  dry  and  core  fish  in  any  of  thn 
unsettled  bays,  havbonra,  and 
creeks  of  the  Bontbem  part  of  the 
coast  of  Newfoandland  above 
described,  and  of  the  coast  of 
Labrador ;  but  so  poon  as  tbe 
same,  or  any  portion  thereof, 
shoald  be  settled,  it  was  not  to 
be  lawful  for  tbe  eaid  fiBhermen 
to  dry  or  cnre  fish  at  socb  portion 
so  settled  without  previooa 
,...,,       '      .      ,  azreement  for  snoh  purpose  with 

From  a  porlrail  tn  Ihe  poiiiHian  qf  ■         -    ,     ,.  . 

Sir  B.  A.  Hamilton  Bart.  "*^    inhabitants,    propnetow,    or 

posscsBOTS  of  the  said  ground." 
Properties,  liitelj  held  by  Georgt  JVivat  and 
A.  Chamberi,  the  middle  of  the  Cove  to  be 
the  centre  of  the  Street,  through  the  Groand 
lately  occupied  by  Wiliiam  Bamts  mi 
olhers;  uid  the  Ixt  or  Ea«tem  Street  from 
(he  Ordnance  Wharf  up  to  tbe  King't  Read  ; 
and  that  no  Uoubc,  Slure,  Erection  or  Building 
whatsoever,  shtill  be  erected  or  built  ao  a«  to 
troDt  above  Water  Street,  upoD  any  or  either 
of  tho  said  Cross  Streets,  but  that  the  same 
shall  be  nnd  remain  open  and  free  froia 
tuy  Buildiogs  irbatUMver,  other  than  the 
incloiures  thereof ;  and  also,  that  in  case  any 
other  Cross  Streets  may  be  bereafleT  requited 
iia  a  Eecnrity  igiiiuat  Fire,  upon  the  same 
beieg  marked  out  and  presented  by  the  Grand 
.Tory,  and  approved  by  tbe  Governor  for  the 
time  being,  there  ahall  be  such  other  Crost 
Streets  or  Fire-breaks,  of  the  tike  dimension* 
of  those  hereinbefore  nicnlioned,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  Boundaries  So  presenh^d  and 
approved;  and  the  Ground  and  Property 
DFCessary  to  be  taken  shall  he  estimated  ai^ 
paid  for  in  like  maDoer  as  is  herein-after 
meotiuncd ;  Provided  always,  that  nothing 
herein  contained  Khnll  authorise  the  inking 
ol  any  Fishing  Boom,  Flakes,  or  any  part 
thfreof,  which  may  bo  actually  occupied 
and  employed  for  the  purpose  of  oniing 
Fish. 


B  respectively   hereby 


Streets,  as  tl 

eslablished  and  directed  .  ,   . 

that  nothing  bertin  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  eitund  to  any  Houw,  Store, 
Ereclion  or  Building,  which  since  the  said  first 
day  of  June  One  Tbonsand  Eight  Hundred 
and  Eifihieen,  may  have  been  or  at  any 
time  hereafter  may  be  erected  in  Water 
Street  aforesaid,  the  same  being  buili  and 
made  entirely  of  Stone  or  Bricks,  and 
covered  with  Slates  or  Tiles,  and  always 
having  a  clear  width  ia -tbe  said  Street  of  not 
less  than  Forty  Feet. 

II And   be   it  further   enacted.    That 

there  shall  be  Four  Cross  Streets  or  open 
spaces  to  serve  as  Fire-breaks,  and  intersect 
the  said  Strvcts  called  Water  Street  and 
Dackmorlh  Street  as  nearly  as  might  be  at 
right  arkglet ;  and  that  all  and  every  of  the 
said  Cross  Streets  shall  not  be  less  than 
Sixty  fe«tiD  width,  and  shall  run  in  the  fol- 
lowing directions,  that  is  to  say,  the  first  or 
weslern  Cross  street  from  the  Water  Side,  in 
a  line  with  the  comer  of  Dinah  Elliot'i  Shop 
and  Maddoch't  Lane  to  Dutbworih  Street  i 
the  second  from  tbe  Waier  Side  running  in  a 
line  with  the  comer  of  Jamei  Cli/l'i  and 
Perhim  and  Winter's  tenements  leading  up 
the  Church  Hill  I  the  third  to  mn  from  the 
Water   Side    between    Clapp's    and    Keen's 
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SUTLER  AND  LUNDEIGAN.  411 

The  agitation  for  representative  government  ■  in  the  year  1819 
received  great  impetus  from  the  well-known  case  of  Butler  and 
Landrigan.  At  a  surrogate  court  held  in  Harbour  Grace,  before 
Captain  David  Buchan,  H.M.S.  Graeskopper,  and  the  Rev.  John  Leigh, 
Episcopal  Missionary,  Lundrigan,  not  appearing  upon  a  summons,  was 
held  to  be  guilty  of  contempt  of  court,  and  sentenced  to  receive  thirty- 
six  lashes  on  his  bare  back.  Lundrigan  was  tied  up  and  flowed  by 
the  boatswain  of  the  sliip  until  he  fainted  under  the  severity  of  the 
punishment.'  At  a  meeting  held  in  St.  John's  on  the  14th  of  November 
1820,  Patrick  Morris  chairman,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed  :— 

"  Besolved  that  we  yield  to  no  body  or  claea  or  mea  in  loyally  to  oar  King,  in 
obedience  reapect  and  support  of  the  Iftws  of  onr  country,  or  in  love  and  veneration 
to  our  glorioos  conatitation. 

"  Reiolved  th»t  we  have  beheld  with  (tbborrence  and  detestation  the  crnel  and 
ignominiona  puDishment  inflicted  on  the  bodies  of  Philip  Butler  and  Jamea 
Lundrigan  for  the  trifling  oauEoa  elicited  in  evidence  on  the  late  trial  in  onr 
Supreme  Court. 

"  Resolved  that  we  shall  pursue  ench  legal  and  constitutional  means  as  mav  be 
within  onr  power  to  have  the  law  repealed  which,  it  appears,  bonctious  such 
arbitrary  proceedinga  in  the  Surrogates,  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
carry  our  intentions  into  effect. 

"  Further  resolved  that  we  defray  Butler's  and  Landrigan's  expenses  and  mnia- 
tenance  and  that  thanks  be  passed  to  the  Lawyers  Dawe  and  Geo.  Lilly  for  their 
diainterested  conduct  in  conducting  the  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court. 

"  William  Cabson,  M.D,,  Patrick  Dotlg, 

"  Patbick  Morbis,  John  Btak, 

"John  Eochport,  M.D.,  Geo.  Gaden, 

"  Geobgb  Niveh,  Thohas  Beck, 

"  Henry  Shea,  Thomas  Bvbke, 

"  TiHOTHi  HoQAtj,  Boat.  R.  Wakejiau, 

"  Lewis  W.  Rta.v." 

The  case  of  Butler  and  Lundrigan  was  taken  up  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  being  used  as  a  lever  to  obtain  a  legislature  for  the  Colony. 
Petitions  were  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  Dawe  was 
sent  to  England  to  work  up  the  cn^e.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
agitation  very  much  forwarded  the  demand  for  local  government.  The 
immediate  result  of  the  appeal,  which  was  wannly  supported  by 
Lords  Holland  and  Damley  in  the  Lords,  and  by  the  celebrated 
Sir  James  Macintosh  and  Dr.  Lushington  in  the  Commons,  was  the 
Jtidicaturo  Act  and  the  suppression  of  siin'Ogate  courts. 

>  Sir  Charles  Hamilton  was  so  dis^U«d  meunreii  in  the  Council, bat  utrerlf  incapible 

with  the  waj    that  Government  tuits  were  of  Aettnamg  their  legality  in  the  courts ;  the 

conducted  in  the  courts,  that  he  requested  the  imported  adviser  made  the  laat  stale  of  thinjcB 

Ciovemment  to  Bend  htm  out  a  lavyet  who  worse  than  the  flrst,  aud  he  was  soou  tent 

eould  act  as  attorney-general ;  a  gentleman  back  again  to  Eugland  ;  both  Weslcott  and 

called  Weatcott  was  accoTdiDely  seat  out  to  his  wife  eujoyed  b  peiwiOD  for  the  valuable 

Hii>  Excellency.    Sir  Charles  found  bis  new  services  be  tendered  the  Colony, 
kw    adTiter    very    glib     at    rccouimeDding 


.^Google 


APPENDIX   TO  CHAPTER  XIII. 


I.  The  Rflcaptnre  of  St  Joha's  in 

September  1762. 
FROM  THE  "LONDON  GAZETTE." 

Wbitehall,  October  12.  This  morning 
uriyed  Cuptain  Campbell,  of  the  !3Dd  regi- 
ment, from   8t,  Jobn'i,  Newfoundland,  being 


(o.)  Col.  Ahbbbit  to  the  Eabl  or 

KORKKONT. 

St.  John's  Newfoundland, 
Ml  Lord,  Sept.  20  ITfiS. 

According  to  the  orders  I  re«eiTed 
from  Sir  JeSery  Amberat  at  New  Tork,  of 
vhich  your  Lordabip  will  have  beeo  informed, 
I  proceeded  from  New  York  to  Halifax  witli 
the  transports,  to  take  up  there  the  troops 
deetined  for  die  ezpeitilion.  I  got  into  the 
harbour  the  2Stb  of  August ;  and  finding 
Lord  Colvill  sailed,  determiued  to  embark 
the  troope  there,  and  at  Lonisbourg,  ai 
expedition b1  J  as  possible,  and  proceed  after 
hii  Lordtbip.  The  men-of-vrar  being  sailed, 
who  were  to  have  taken  part  of  the  troops 
on  board,  I  was  obliged  to  take  up  shipping 
to  the  amount  of  400  tons.  I  had  everythi  ng 
embarked,  read;  to  aail  on  the  29tb,  but 
contrarj  winds  kept  u«  in  the  harbour  till 
the  lit  of  September,  when  we  got  out  and 
arrived  at  Louisboarg  on  the  &lh.  The  next 
day  the  troope  were  embarked,  and  we  sailed 
out  of  the  harbour  the  Tth  in  the  morning. 

I  had  the  good  fortune  to  join  Lord 
CoWill's  fleet  on  the  lllh,  a  few  leagues  to 
the  southward  of  St.  John's;  and  bj  the 
intelligence  hia  Lordship  had  received,  I  was 
obliged  to  change  my  rPlolution  of  landing 
the  troops  at  Kitty  Vitty  (a  narrow  entiauce 
clone  to  the  harbour  of  St,  Juiin's),  the  enemy 
having  entirely  stopped  up  the  paxsaKe  in, 
by  sinking  shallops  in  the  channel.  From 
tbe  beat  information  1  could  gel,  it  appeamd 
that  Torbay,  about  three  leaguea  to  the 
northward  of  St.  John's,  was  the  onl^  place 
to  land  the  troops  at,  within  that  distance. 
Lord  Colvill  sent  tbe  Sgren  man-of-war  into 
Torbaj  with  the  transports ;  and  it  was  late 
■t  night  on  the  12th,  befhre  they  all  came  to 
an  anchor.  Cape.  Douglas,  of  His  Majesty's 
ship  Sgrai,  went  with  me  to  view  the  bay, 
and  we  found  a  very  good  bench  to  land  on. 
It  blew  hard  in  the  night,  and  one  of  the 
transports,  with  the  provincial  light  infiwtry 
oorps  on  board,  was  driven  out  to  lea. 

1  landed  the  troops  early  the  next 
morning,  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  from 
whence  a  path  led  ID  St.  John's  :  a  patty  of 


the  enemy  fired  some  shot*  M  tbe  boata,  na 
they  rowed  in.  The  light  infantry  of  th« 
regulars  landed  first,  gave  the  enemy  one 
(ire,  and  drove  them  towards  8t.  John**. 
The  battaliona  landed,  and  we  marched  on, 
the  path  for  four  miles  very  narrow,  through 
a  thick  wood,  and  over  very  bad  groDnd. 
Capt.  M'Donell's  light  infantry  coipa  in 
front  came  up  with  some  of  ihe  partjr  we 
drove  from  the  landing  place ;  diey  bad 
concealed  themiielvei  in  the  wood,  fired  apou 
us,  and  wounded  tliree  men.  A  part  of 
Capt.  M'Donell's  oorps  rufheJ  in  upon 
them,  look  three  prisoners,  and  drove  tbe 
reat  off. 

The  conntry  opened  afiervvards,  and  we 
marched  to  the  left  of  Kitty  Vitty.  It  was 
necessary  to  take  possession  of  thii  pan  to 
open  a  communication  for  the  landing  of 
artillery  and  stores,  it  being  impmeticable  to 
get  ihem  up  tbe  way  we  came.  As  soon  as 
our  right  nas  close  to  Kilty  Vitty  rivet,  the 
enemy  fired  upon  us  from  a  lull  on  the 
opposite  side.  1  sent  a  partj-  np  a  loek, 
which  commanded  the  passage  over,  and 
under  cover  of  their  Bre,  the  light  in&ntry 
oompanies  of  the  Hoyal  and  Monlgomery's, 
supported  by  tbe  grenadiers  of  the  Royal, 
passed,  drove  the  enemy  up  the  hill,  and 
pursued  them  on  that  side  towards  St.  Jolm>, 
when  I  perceived  a  body  of  the  enemy 
coming  to  their  support,  and  immediately 
order^  op  Major  Sutherland,  with  the 
remainder  of  tho  first  battalion,  upon  which 
they  thought  proper  to  retreat,  aad  we  had 
ju»t  time  bofore  dark  to  take  peat.  Capt. 
Mackenzie,  who  commanded  Montgomery's 
light  infantry,  was  badly  wounded.  We 
took  leo  priBoners.  The  troops  laj  this 
night  on  their  arms. 

The  next  moraiog,  the  Uih,  we  opened 
the  channel,  where  the  enemy  had  sunk  the 
shallops;  they  had  a  breast  work  which 
commanded  the  entrance,  and  a  battery  not 
quite  finished.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Tnllikin, 
who  had  met  with  an  accident  by  a  fUl,  and 
was  left  on  board.  Joined  me  this  day,  and 
Caplain  Ferguson,  commanding  the  artillery, 
brought  round  some  light  artillery  and  store* 
from  Torbay,  in  the  shallops.  The  enemy 
had  possession  of  tno  very  high  and  steep 
bills,  one  in  the  front  of  our  advanced  posts, 
and  tbe  other  near  to  St.  John's,     ' '  '    ' 


hills  appeared  to  command  the  whole  gttMind 

to    St.   John's,    ft    was 

should   I 


from    Kitty   Vitty   to    St.   John's. 


side,  to  secure  at  the  same  time  effbetnally 
the  landiug  at  the  Kitty  Vitty  g  fiom  the 
first  hill  the  enemy  fired  upon  our  post*. 


lOOglC 


THE  BECAPTUBE  OF  ST.  JOHN'S. 


On  the  ISth,  juat  before  dajbieak,  I 
ordered  Cftptaio  M'Donell'a  corp*  of  light  in- 
taatij,  uid  the  proviDcul  liitht  inbnlrj-,  *iip- 
poit^  by  OUT  advanced  poate,  to  much  to 
•orpriM  the  enemj  on  thii  hill.  Capliuii 
U'Donell  pw«ed  their  ■entrin  and  advanced 
Haaidi,  and  was  flnt  diMoreied  bj  their  main 
bndj  on  the  hill  be  he  came  climbinf  op  the 
rocka  near  ihe  aummit,  which  he  gained, 
receiTlng  the  enemj's  fire.  He  threir  in  hia 
fire,  and  the  enem;  gave  way.  Captain 
U'Donell  wai  wounded,  Lientenant  8cbu;1er 
of  his  company  killed,  and  three  or  four 
men,  and  IS  vouaded.  The  enemy  had  three 
compaoieg  of  grenadiers,  aod  two  picqoett  at 
this  poHt,  commanded  by  Lieatenant-Colooel 
Belcombe,  aecond  in  command,  who  wna 
wounded;  a  captain  of  grenadiera  wounded 
aod  taken  prisoner,  hia  lieutenant  killed, 
aeveral  men  killed  and  wounded,  and  13  takeo 
priaoners.  The  enenij  bad  one  mortar  here, 
with  which  Ihej  threw  Bome  shells  nt  as  in 
the  night ;  a  six-pounder  not  mounted,  and 
two  wall  pieces.  Thiahili,  with  one  adjoiuiog, 
commands  the  harbour. 

The  16tb  we  advanced  to  the  hill  nearer 
St  John's,  which  the  eaemy  bad  i|nilted. 
Twenty-nine  shallops  came   in  to-day   wilh 


I  moved  the  remainder  of  the  troops  forward, 
leaving  a  poat  to  guard  tbe  pass  of  Kitty 
Vltty  on  the  other  side.  Last  night  the 
enemy's  fleet  got  out  of  the  harbour.  This 
nigbt  we  lay  on  our  arms. 

The  17th  a  mortar  battery  waa  com- 
pleted and  a  battery  begun  for  4  twenty- 
foar-poQuders  and  2  twelve-pounders  ;  abont 
400  yards  from  the  fort  made  the  road  from 
tbe  landing  for  the  artillery,  and  at  night 
opened  the  mortar  battery  with  one  8  inch 
mortar,  seven  coboms  and  sii  royala.  The 
enemy  6red  pretty  briskly  from  the  fort  and 
threw  some  aheJls. 

The  18th  in  tbe  morning  I  received  a 
letter  frtini  Count  D'Hauisonville,  of  which 
I  do  myself  the  bouonr  to  enclose  your 
Lordship  a  copy,  with  copies  of  other  letters 
that  paisf^d  end  of  the  capitulation.  As 
Lord  Colvitl  at  this  time  was  some  distance 
off  the  coast  and  tbe  wiud  not  permittiug  his 


lordship  ti 


a  honour  me  wilh 


tions  must  have  beeo  condderahly  Tet«rded. 
The  indefatigable  Ubonr  and  persevering 
ardour  of  tbe  troops  I  have  tbe  honour  to 
command,  ao  neeesiary  towards  completing 
tbe  conquest  befoK  the  liad  season  set  in,  did 
indeed  exceed  what  I  could  have  expected. 
Lieut.-Col.Tollikin  seconded  me  in  everything 
that  I  could  wish.  C^itain  Mcl>onell  of 
Col.  Fnuer'a  regiment  baviufC  Sir  Jeffrey 
Amherst's  leave  to  go  to  England,  was  (o 
have  delivered  this  to  your  Lordship,  but  his 
leg  wa«  bniken  by  tbe  wonnd  he  received, 
which  keeps  him  here.  May  I  bimihly 
presume,  my  Lord,  to  recorameud  this  gentle- 
man to  yout  Lordship's  protection  as  a  real 
biave  and  good  ofBcer. 

Lord  Colvill  intends  sending  H.M.8. 
SyttH  immediately  to  England.  I  send 
CapL  Campbell  of  the  32nd  Regiment  with 
these  despatches  who  will  inform  your  Lord- 
ship of  any  particulars  you  may  desire  to 
know.  I  do  myself  the  honour  ti 
to  yoDi  Lordship  such  returns  as  l 
possibly  get  in  time,  to  show  ibe  true  s 
of  the  French  troops  and  garrison  here. 


lai 


,  &c. 


WiLLtiii  Amherst. 
CapL   Campbell  bas  brought  with  him 
the  ITrench   colours  which  were  hoisted  on 
tbe  fort  at  Si.  John's. 


)  the 


arms  to  be  given  t 
ftarrison,  I  thought  no  time  should  be  lost 
in  so  advanced  a  season  and  therefore  too'a: 
upon  niB  to  determine  il,  hoping  to  meet 
with  his  Lordship's  approbation  ;  snd  he  ha< 
given  me  the  greatest  pleasure  by  enlirely 
approving  of  everything  that  I  have  done. 

1  must  beg  leave  to  say,  my  Lord,  that 
every  asaislaDce  we  could  possible  deeire 
from  the  fleet  bos  been  given  us,  Lord 
Colvill  upon  Ihe  short  notice  he  had  of  our 
joining  him  having  laboured  lo  ^et  together 
all  the  shallops  be  could  and  with  whlcli  we 
were  amply  snpplied ;  it  was  a  measure  of 
essential  service  and  without  which  our  opera- 


Camp  before  St.  Jobn'', 

glB,  Sept.  16,  1762. 

Humanity  directs  me  to  acquaint  you  uf 
my  firm  intentions.  I  know  the  miserable 
state  your  ganison  is  left  in  and  am  fully 
informed  of  your  design  of  blowing  up  the 
fort  on  quitting  it ;  but  have  a  care,  ea  1  have 
taken  measures  eSeclually  to  cnt  off  yonr 
retreat,  and  so  sure  as  a  match  is  put  to  the 
train,  every  man  of  the  garrison  shall  be  put 
to  the  sword.  I  must  have  immediate 
posseseiOD  of  ihe  fort  in  the  state  it  now  is, 
■)r  expect  the  consequences. 

I  give  yuu  ball  an  hour  to  think  of  il. 
1  have  tbe  honour  to  be  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
Wm.  Aiihebst. 
To  the  officet  commanding  in  St.  John's. 


D  Col. 

16  Sep.  IT62. 
With  regard  to  tbe  conduct  that  I  shall 
bold,  you  may,  sit,  be  misiufurmed.  1  wait 
for  your  troops  and  your  cannon ;  and 
nothing  shall  determine  me  to  surrender  the 
fort  unless  you  absil  have  totally  destroyed 
it  and  that  I  shall  have  no  more  powder  to 
fire. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be  Sir, 
Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 
The  CoDBT  D'HAOBeoNvtLtt. 


,*^iOOgle 


REIGN  OF  GEOBGE  HI. 


Sir, 

Under  the  aacertaiDtj  of  the  miecori 
which  I  may  receive  eilher  fn>m  France  or  its 
nlties,  and  the  Fort  being  entire  uid  in  ■ 
condition  for  a  long  defence,  I  am  reeolved 
to  dtifc^ad  mj'eelf  to  the  la*t  extremity.  The 
cspitalation  which  yon  mfij  think  proper  to 
grant  me,  will  detennine  me  to  lurrender  the 
place  (o  fou,  in  order  to  prerent  the  effusion 
of  blood  of  (he  men  who  defend  it.  What- 
ever reeolutioo  you  come  to,  there  U  one  left 
to  me,  which  would  hnrt  the  inteieat*  of  the 
Sovereign  yon  serve. 

I  bave  tbe  honoar  to  be  Sir 
Yoni  mo«t  obedient  bumble  servant. 

La  CourTB  D'UiuseoNviiXB. 
Fort  St.  John, 

Sept.  17,  1768, 
[N.U Tlii«  date  *bonld  be  the  18th.] 

(<■) 
Camp  before  Si.  John'*', 
Sib,  Sept.  ISth  1769. 

I  have  juit  had  the  honour  of  yonr 
letter.  His  liritannick  Majesty's  fleet  and 
ttxay  co-operating  here  will  not  give  any 
other  terms  to  the  nuTisoD  of  St.  John's  than 
their  siirrenderini;  Friaoners  of  war.  I  don't 
thirst  after  the  blood  of  the  garrison  but  you 
must  determine  quickly  or  expect  the  con- 
sequcDces  for  this  is  my  final  determination. 
I  am  Sir  &c. 

Wm.  Amheust. 
To  Count  D'Hanusonville. 


(/■)  Court  D'HAvasoNviLUt  to  Col. 

AnHtUIBT. 

SepU  ie,  1763. 
I  have  received  air  your  letter  which  you 
did  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me.  I  am  as 
averse  as  yon  to  (he  effusion  of  blood.  I 
consent  to  surrender  the  fort  in  a  good 
condition  as  1  have  already  acquainted  you, 
if  the  demai^cls  which  1  enclose  herewith  are 
granted  to  my  iniupii. 

I  have  the  honour  Ac. 

Le  CoHPTS  D'HAnSgOKVILI,E. 


r^.)  Akticlbb  of  Cafitulation. 

Demands  o(  the  garrison  of  St.  John's, 
and,  in  general,  the  troops  that  are  in  it : — 

The  French  troops  shall  surrender 
prisoners  of  war. — Agrted  to. 

The  omrers  and  subaltern  officers  ehall 
keep  their  arms  to  preserve  good  order  among 
their  imopa.— Agreed  to. 

Good  ships  shall  be  granted  to  carry  the 
officers,  jcrenadiers,  and  private  men,  either 
wounded  or  not,  to  France  in  the  space  of  one 
month,  on  the  coast  of  Britaunj.— jjjreed  to. 

(_Lord  CohiU  wilt,  of  eoune,  embark 
Ihem  as  toon  as  heoan.) 

The  goods  and  effects  of  both  the  officers 
and  soldiers  shall  be  preserved. —  His  Brila»- 
ntck  Majtatji's  Iroopt  rtevrr  piUage. 


Camp  before  St.  John's,  IS  Sept.  176S. 
Wm.  Amhirst. 
Lb  Comfte  D'HAcasoHviLLx. 


I  colonel,  1  lieot.-eoloDeV  IS  captain<i, 
13  lieutenants,  4  ensigns,  37  Serjeants,  45 
corporals,  4 J  snb-corponUs,  IS  dnimmers, 
353  fusiliers. 

Staff"  Oncers. 
M.LeCompteD'HBuB- 

sonville         -        -    Colonel. 
M.  De  Bellecombe    -    Lieut.-Colcnel. 
U.  Re  MoDgore        -    Major  and  Ad- 

M.  Seire  -        -    Engineer. 

Henry  -  .     Surgeon  Major. 

Michel  -        •    CbapUin. 


(■'.)  Enolub  Killed  Aim  Woi;Nt>BD. 
Bbtubn  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing 
of  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
Lieul.-Col.  Amherst,  from   the   ISIh 
Sept.  inclusive. 
CaptBio  Maxwell's  light  infantry. — 3  rank 
and  file  killed  ;  10  rank  and  file  wounded. 

Captain  McDottell's  light  infantr}-.— 
S  rank  and  file  killed;  1  lieutenant,  I  Serjeant, 
5  rank  and  file  killed  ;  1  captain,  15  rankand 
file  wounded. 

Captain  Barrow's  provincial  light  in- 
fantry.—I  rank  and  file  killed;  3  rankand 
file  wounded. 

First  battalion-' 
2  captains,  I  Serjeant,  I  drummer,  3  lank 
and  file  wounded. 

Second  battalion — 
1  rank  and  file  killed;  I  rank  and  file 
wounded. 

Provincial  battalion^ 
1  rank  and  file  killed. 
Total,  I  lieutensnt  and   II  rank  and  file 
killed  I  3  captains,  3  Serjeants,   1  drummer, 
3S  runk  and  file  wounded. 

Names  of  tht  Officers. 
Lieut.  Schuyler,  of  the  Royal  Americans, 
kilted. 

Captain         McDonell,        of) 

Fraier's     - 
Captain  Baillie.ofthe  Royals  ^wounded. 
Captain  McKeniie,  of  Mont- 
gomery's  -  .  -J 
Wm.  J 
St.  John's, 

Sept.  St),  irea. 


.^Google 


THE  RECAPTURE  OF  ST.  JOHN'S. 


(A.)    LOBD   COLTIU.   to   Mr.    CLET1.UID. 

Ck>FT  of  a  IftKT  from  Lord  Colvill,  Com- 
nundet-in-Chief  of  HisMajeMy's  ships 
in  North  America,  lo  Mr.  Clerlaad. 
Dated  on  board  Ihe  Northujnberiaiid,  in 
St.  John's  Ilarbour,  Newfoundlaod, 
Sept.  30,1763. 
Sir, 

I  bad  the  hoDoar  of  tending  yon  an 
acconnt  of  ny  proceedings  until  the  18lh  of 
Aufcust  bj  a  Toscl  which  sailed  from  Placentia 
for  EDglaod  at  that  tioK,  and  on  the  !2diI  1 
•ailed  with  his  Majesty's  ships  the  NotI\- 
umberlaiidy  Avt^ope,  Goaport,  and  Syren, 
Mid  the  King  George,  belnnging  to  the 
province  of  Musachusctis  Ba]'. 

Od  the  25th  we  chased  a  Bchooner  off 
St.  John's,  and  took  her  close  to  Ihe  harbonr's 
month.  She  had  been  an  Engliib  privateer, 
taken  by  the  enemy,  had  eight  carrisf^e  guns 
mounted,  and  was  manned  with  thirty  Krench- 
men,  commanded  by  an  ensign  de  Vaissean. 

The  eoeniy  had  sent  away  great  part  of 
St.  John's  men,  women  and  children,  by 
giving  tbem  veMels  and  provisioDS  to  carry 
them  where  thej  pleased ;  two  of  these,  a 
sloop  and  a  schooner,  we  met  with  on  the 
coast,  and  took  twenty-three  Irishmen  that 
were  single  nien  out  of  them,  to  replace  in 
part  the  marines  of  the  squadron  that  were 
left  in  the  garriioa  at  Placenlia  and  the  Isle 
of  fiojB.  Theee  Irishmen  said,  that  if  I  would 
go  into  the  Bay  of  Bulla,  numbers  of  their 
countrymen  would  resort  to  me  and  enter  on 
board  the  squadron  ;  but  during  two  days 
which  I  stayed  in  that  bay,  not  a  man  joined 
me.  1'he  feir  iuhabilants  that  remained  there, 
quietly  followed  their  business  of  fishing,  and 
it  is  possible  the  enemy  prevented  any  others 
at  St.  John's  from  coming, 

Mr.  Garland  and  Mr.  Daris,  two  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  Harbour  Gtace  and 
Carbonera,  in  Conception  Bay,  having  ac- 
quainted me  that  a  number  of  man  in  their 
neighbourhood  were  willing  to  serve  in  Ihe 
•quadron  during  the  present  exigency,  I  sent 
tbe  armed  schooner  for  them,  and  she  re- 
tnmed  with  fifty  men,  which  I  have  dis- 
tributed among  the  ships.  And  tbe  same 
gentlemen,  representing  that  the  enemy 
sometimes  sends  small  parlies  by  land  to 
Portngal  Cove,  which  have  threatened  to 
molest  thnn  in  shallops  from  ibat  place, 
desired,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  all  their 
neigbbouni,  that  the  schooner  might  be 
Btaliooed  in  Conception  Bay,  for  their  pro- 
tection and  defence,  which  request  I  complied 

Tbe  island  of  Carbonera,  in  Conception 
Bay,  bas  had  no  other  garrison  for  many 
years  but  a  few  old  men  of  the  artillery,  to 
take  care  of  the  guns  and  ordnance  stores. 
Had  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  tbe  adjacent 
cosst  taken  post  here,  they  might  easily  hare 
defended  it  against  any  force,  as  tho  island 
it  inaccessible  on  tU  sides,  except  one  narrow 


lauding  place,  and  no  safe  road  in  tbe 
nelghboorhood  for  great  ships ;  hut  the  enemy 
landed  in  boats,  and  destroyed  the  whole 
without  resistance.  And  the  island  of  BOYS, 
near  Ferryland,  would  probably  have  shared 
the  same  fate,  bad  it  not  been  possessed  in 
due  time  by  the  Syren's  mltfines. 

Jn  ftequently  passing  the  harbour's 
mouth  of  Si.  John's,  we  could  plainly  see 
that  tbe  fort,  which  fronts  tbe  entrance,  was 
fortified  all  rouud  wilh  new  works  ;  and  that 
a  redonbt,  or  soinetbiug  like  one,  was  raised 
at  the  little  Harbonr  of  Kilty  Vitly.  The 
old  bt^ttery  at  tbe  south  aide  of  the  harbour's 
month  was  repaired  with  additional  work*, 
and  ■  new  one  erected  on  Ihe  same  side 
nearer  the  entrance.  All  these  were  to  be 
seen  from  tbe  sea ;  and  I  could  not  learu 
tbat  the  enemy  intended  any  thing  more  than 
the  finishing  these  works. 

Ou  the  8th  of  September  I  received,  by 
a  eloop  express  Irom  HaliFai,  letters  from 
Sir  Jeffecy  Amherst  at  Xew  York,  acquaint- 
ing me  that  he  had  come  to  a  resolution  to 
Ewnd  a  body  of  troops,  in  order  to  di»lodgs 
tbe  enemy  as  soon  an  possible  from  St.  John's  j 
and  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Amherst  was  to 
command  these  troops.  The  same  convey- 
ance brought  me  letters  From  Colonel  Am- 
herst, acquainting  me  irith  bis  arrival  at 
Halifax  on  the  26th  of  August,  his  departure 
from  tbence  on  the  1st  of  September,  and 
with  his  intention  to 'call  at  Lonisbcnrg  for 
the  troops  there,  and  then  proceed  round 
Cape  Race,  to  join  me  on  this  coast.  Upon 
receipt  of  these  letters,  I  sent  the  iloop  which 
bronghl  tbem  to  look  out  for  Colonel  Am- 
herst and  the  transports  off  Cape  liace,  and 
in  order  to  join  them  the  sooner,  to  concert 
measores  tor  the  ensuing  operations,  before 
the  enemy  could  have  notice  of  their  arrivnl. 
I.  dropped  down  nith  the  squadron  to  Cape 
Broyle  ;  but  Mr.  Gill  of  SI.  John's,  who  had 
been  sent  out  of  the  lowu  in  acarlel  schooner, 
sending  off  advice  from  FrrTylaod,  that  he 
was  sure  the  enemy  intended  to  sail  in  a  very 
liille  time,  I  returned  with  tbe  squadron  to 
our  station  off  St.  John's. 

On  the  lUb  we  were  joined  by  Colonel 
Amherst,  with  the  troops  in  ten  transport 
vessels;  and  I  proposed  Torbayas  the  proper 
place  to  land  at ;  it  is  to  tbe  northward  of 
St.  John's,  about  seven  miles  by  land,  and 
the  roads  pretty  good,  but  the  bay  is  not 
reckoned  safe  anchorage,  being  open  to  the 
easterly  winds,  which  usually  begin  to  prevail 
at  this  season. 

By  one  of  the  transports  from  New 
York  I  received  a  duplicate,  the  original  nnt 
yet  come  to  hand,  of  their  Lordships'  order  of 
the  "th  of  June,  directing  me  to  repair  myself 
or  send  a  sufficient  force,  to  enable  Captain 
Graves  of  the  Antelope  lo  defeat  the  dt-sigus 
of  tbe  squadron  commanded  by  &[.  dc  Temay. 
On  the  121b  WB  proceeded  to  Torhay. 
I  sent  Capt.  Douglas  in  the  Syren  to  anchor 
wilh  tbe  transports,  acoompanied  by  the  boats 


.,\-i00gle 


BEION  OF  OEOBGE  UI. 


of  the  sqnadroD,  and  a  mitnber  of  shallopfl, 
ot  fishing  boa'  n-hlch  I  collected  from 
diSereut  parts  tvi  .le  king's  servioe.  Witb 
the  reet  of  the  ah'ps  I  returned  to  my  KaiioQ 
cloae  to  St.  John'   harboac. 

Next  momia^  Col.  Aniherat  lauded  with 
the  troopK  in  the  head  of  the  Bay,  having 
only  four  men  wounded  from  the  distant 
bush  firing  of  the  enemy ;  he  marched  directly 
to  Kitty  Vitty  and  made  himself  master  of 
that  important  post  in  the  evening  without 
barinz  a  man  killed,  and  only  two  or  three 
woonded.  Everything  belonging  to  the  annj 
was  carried  from  Torbay  to  Kilty  Vitty  in 
shallops  eecaned  by  boats  from  the  squadron. 
And  this  service  was  conducted  witb  diligence 
■nd  care  by  Mr.  Duffdale,  my  first  lieutenant, 
Capisin  Douglas  having  jtnned  the  squsdrou 
again. 

The  enemy  s  fleet  was  to  have  tailed 
the  tnoming  I  passed  the  Harbour  with  the 
transports  i  and  three  faondred  men  only 
were  to  be  left  in  St.  John's  for  ihe  wintri^- 
but  npOD  seeing  us  they  landed  the  grenadiers 
s«ain. 

The  15th  it  beine  strong  from  E,  to 
E.S.E.   witb   thick    rUny   weather.     In    the 


J,  it  being  calm  with  a  great  s«ell,  we 
w  ftom  the  mast  bead,  bat  could  bring  them 
down  no  lower  than  halfway  to  topmast 
(ihrouds,  four  sail  bearing  S.S.G.  distant  seven 
leagues ;  the  mouth  of  St.  John's  Harbour  at 
the  same  time  bore  W.  four  leagues.  We 
lost  sight  about  seven,  though  very  clear,  and 
some  time  after  a  small  breete  springing  u[> 
from  the  S.W.  quarter  I  stood  towards 
Torbay  in  order  to  cover  Ihe  shallops  that 
might  be  going  from  thence  to  Kitty  Vitty. 

In  the  afternoon  I  received  a  note  from 
Col.  Ambent  Bcquaiotiu);  me  that  the  French 
fleet  got  out  last  night.  Thus  afier  beiag 
blocked  up  in  St.  John's  Harbour  for  three 
weeks  hy  a  squadron  of  equal  number,  but 
smaller  ships  with  fewer  guns  and  men, 
M.  de  Temay  made  his  escape  in  the  night 
by  a  shameful  flight.  I  beg  leave  to  observe 
that  not  a  man  b  the  squadron  imagined  the 
four  sail  when  we  saw  them  were  the  enemy ; 
and  the  pilots  were  of  opinion  that  they  must 
have  had  the  wind  much  stronger  than  with 
US  lu  overeome  the  easterly  swell  in  the 
Harl'Our's  mouth.    I  sent  the  King  (leori/e 


and  I  directed  Captain  Douglas  of  the  Sj/ren 
to  get  the  traosporls  moved  from  Torbay.  a 
very  unsafe  road,  to  the  Bay  of  Bulls. 

A  bomb  battery  was  opened  sigtunst  the 
fort.  In  the  night  lA  thu  ITth,  aud  next  day 
it  capitulated  before  Buy  other  batteries  bad 
begun  to  play  ;  and  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy 
of  the  capitulation. 

The  squadron  got  into  the  harbour 
yesterday  morning ,'  and  in  the  evenine  I 
received  theii  Lordships'  order  of  the  Snd  of 


Angnst,  tMit  me  by  Captun  Palliier  of  the 
Shremlmrj,  who  with  the  Superb,  Bedford, 
and  Mintnra,  had  just  arrived  on  the  coaaC 
I  have  dilecteit  Captain  Palliser,  with  the 
other  ships,  (o  come  into  the  harbonr  as  soon 
as  eouvenient  opportunity  offers  for  so  doing. 

We  have  about  SOO  prisoners,  grenadiers 
picqoets,  and  some  marines,  being  a  very  fine 
body  of  men  and  nnarly  eqnal  in  number  to 
the  r^ulars  of  our  army.  I  am  now  pre. 
paring  transports  to  carry  them  to  Brest. 
The  enemy  did  not  intend  to  leave  so  great  a 
part  of  their  force  here  i  their  gi«nadiera  were 
ready  for  embarking,  bnt  M.  da  Temsy 
seemed  determined  at  all  events  to  Elasp  an 
opportoni^,  which  If  once  lost  might  never 
be  re^^ned ;  therefore  in  the  utmost  cod- 
fusiou  he  left  behind  his  grenadiers,  anchors, 
and  turned  his  boats  adrift,  when  they  had 
towed  him  out  The  fi>g  was  so  thick  that 
Lieut.  Col.  Tullikin  who  was  posted  on  an 
emiuence  in  the  nurowest  part  of  the 
harbour's  mouth  could  hear  their  noise  but 
eould  not  discern  any  of  the  ships;  the  fog 
even  altered  the  direction  of  the  sound,  which 
seemed  to  come  from  another  part  of  the 
Harbour  whilst  they  must  have  been  directly 
under  bim. 

There  is  a  considerable  quantity  of 
provisions  and  other  goods  at  this  place 
collected  and  tumbled  promiscuously  into 
different  atcrehouses  by  Ihe  enemy.  Msoy 
of  the  Irish  servants  have  also  been  robbing 
and  plundering  their  masters.  To  ascertain 
property  in  order  to  make  restitution  as  Air 
as  can  be,  and  to  restore  regularity  to  a 
country  so  long  distracted  by  being  in  the 
enemy's  possession,  will  be  the  particular 
care  of  Governor  Graves  who  in  my  opinion 
is  well  qualified  for  such  an  office,  and  as  he 
will  stay  here  he  will  be  able  iu  a  grest 
measure  to  restore  the  aHaits  of  this  country. 
Captain  Douglas  of  the  S/frca  has  behaved 
with  spirit  and  activity  and  exerted  every 
talent  of  a  good  olGcer  during  i  eipedilion ; 
(and  without  addinr  "uy  mo  officers  to  the 
>rps)  I  am  happ^  .u  ihe  opportanity  of 
_a.   _  if_.       _.  ..    ------- J^tdships. 


sending  hi 


n  their  1 


n.  BermndJaiu  in  the  Bank  Yiaherj. 

(a.)  Messrs.  Hull  &  Harvei  to  John 
BBica.woOD,  Public  Agent  for  the  Iblakd 
ov  Bi;]u<VDA. 

Kewfoundland  Aug.  11th  1788. 
Since  arrival  of  Qovemor  Admiral  Elliot 
are  confirmed  by  him,  in  indulgence  of 
making  and  drying  fish  on  any  part  of  the 
coast  of  Newfoundland  for  present  yeari  but 
he  is  ot  opinion  thut  the  clause  in  the  Act  of 
14th  Parliament  Ibth  year  of  Iteign  of  present 
Majesty  in  against  us,  insomuch  that  they 
may  not  in  future  land,  to  cure  and  make  their 
fish  on  any  part  of  coast,  unless  a  different 
explanation  of  that  chiuse  lake  place.  Kot- 
wiih.slanding  by  Act  of  William  flL  10  &  II 
c.  XXV.  His  Majesty's  subjects  residing  within 
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trading  lo  Nevfoundluid  bave  equal  riKii' 
making  and  husbanding  Ka.  of  Gsh  on  luo 
•bores,  as  well  aa  takluK  it  on  tbe  Banki — 
appears  to  be  do  repeal  of  that  Act,  unlcM 
tue  eiptanatoi?  clause  of  Act  allnded  to  be 
construed  to  repeal  no  much  of  Act  of 
WiUism  lit. 

By  the  Boston  Port  Kill,  Bermndians  are 
particularly  named  eucouraged  and  licensed 
to  engage  in  this  businesii.  Tbe  force  of  tbat 
law  vaa  done  away  by  change  of  Govemmeiit 
in  United  Stales  so  &r  as  respected  them 
only,  and  as  no  repeal  bas  taken  place,  con- 
ceive no  doubt,  but  that  it  still  bas  effect 
with  all  siibjeols  tberein  described  who  con- 
tinued subjects  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 
Act  [Boston  I'ort  Bill]  speaks  not  of  landing 
or  curing  fish,  but  of  general  licence  of  taking 
it  on  tbe  Banks;  Query  \  will  not  landiog 
and  CDtiog  be  considered  as  a  natural  con- 
sequence of  taking  ?  Otherwise  indulgence  of 
law  will  not  avail  them,  for  if  forbidden  to 
Bermudians  to  land  Sab  for  drying  and  hus- 
banding in  Newfoundland  ports,  it  would  be 
little  short  of  total  prohibition  of  indulgence 
granted — distance  from  Banks  to  Bermuda 
being  too  great  to  cany  green  Gab,  with 
security,  and  if  earned  safe,  tbe  seventy  of 
tbe  weather  in  all  the  fishing  stason  will  not 
admit  husbanding  and  curiog  fish  in  their 
island  fit  tor  market — the  attempt  would  be 
preposterous. 

There  are  many  reasons  for  indulging 
Bermudians  in  present  pursuit  They  have 
no  staple  commodity  for  eiporting,  they  are 
altogether  supported  by  our  Navigation.  All 
supplies  of  Cordage  Sail  canvas,  nailr  be.  for 
ship  building  are  mostly  received  from  Kng- 
Iftud.  Before  the  War  they  were  carriers  of 
a  targe  proportion  of  ibe  produce  of  America 
from  thence  to  the  Sugar  Colonies,  but  now 
tbat  trade  is  loafled  with  difflculiies  and  ex- 
penses, .they  cannot  cnnlioue  it  with  any 
advantages.  ^Ve  apprehend  great  exertions 
will  be  made'  ^Mercbanta  ftom  tbe  West  of 
England  to  piuhibit  ^^  in  their  present 
pursDit,  and  wt.  ;iK|uest  that  their  [Bemudian] 
agent  loses  no  time  nor  exertion  lo  get  Acts 
afluded  lo  explained,  or  anything  contained 
that  tends  to  obstruct  them  in  making  and 
husbanding  fish  on  shore  in  harbours  and 
bays  about  Newfound  laud,  or  in  bringing 
into  port  for  curing  aud  manufacturing  oil  on 
shore,  either  whalea  or  blubber,  killed  and 
taken  in  and  about  Coast,  to  gel  such  ob- 
struction removed  by  most  certain  means 
possible.  We  shall  lake  tbe  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  laying  before  the  Legiakluru  of 
Bermuda  a  reprelentatiun  of  their  difficulties. 
They  have  now  employed  in  th^r  Bermuda 
Vessel)  upwards  of  200  men,  four-fifths  of 
whom  arc  natives,  and  a  large  propnriion 
raw  inexperienced  men,  and  bat  few  blacks. 
May  not  Bermuda  be  said  to  tiecome  a  nur- 
sery tor  seamen  for  America,  with  good  iiffect 
that  fewer  will  l>e  encounged  to  leave  His 
/    p.  B729. 


Majevty's  dominions  in  Europe.  We  Itarther 
hint  tbat  the  diffieuhie^' that  are  started  are 
founded  on  the  expreK^-  ''in  the  4th  Clause 
of  the  first  Act  alluded  t«  '•'■ 


St.  John's,  Newfouudland, 
Sib,  SOth  August  178B. 

On  my  arrival  here  a  few  days  since, 
I  was  surprised  to  find  a  number  of  vessels 
belonging  to  Bermuda  engaged  in  the  fishery 
of  this  inland  contrary  to  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment past  in  the  ISth  year  of  His  present 
Majesty,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  tlie  encourage- 
ment of  the  fisheries  carried  ou  from  (ireat 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Britiah  Dominions 
in  Europe,  and  for  securing  the  Heturu  of 
the  Fishermen,  Sulors,  and  others  em- 
ployed." [As]  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
[ihey  came]  without  any  intention  on  their 
pail  of  infringiDg  the  law,  I  shall  allow  them 
tn  con^ue  till  the  end  of  the  present  season, 
but  must  request  of  your  Excellency  to  warn 
them  against  coming  here  next  year,  as  tbe 
most  positive  orders  will  be  given  to  the 
CuBlum  House  not  to  admit  them  upon  any 
consideration  whatever,  to  land  and  dry  their 
tiib  contrary  lo  the  before  mentioned  .^et  of 
Pjiriiament 

I  have  Ihe  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Tour  Excellency's  Most  Ubrdient 

and  Most  Humble  Servant, 

Elliot. 

His  Excillencj 

The  Governor  of  Bermuda. 


(c.)  G.  Elliot,  GovBimon,  to  Lonn  Stdset. 
St.  John's,  26lh  Uct.  I7H8. 
Soon  after  my  arrival  from  Knglaod 
this  year  1  was  informed  that  Bermudian 
ships  were  engaged  in  the  Newfoundland 
fishery,  and  in  course  of  ten  days  nineteen 
sail  of  them  came  iulo  the  port  of  St.  John's 
with  their  second  cargoes  of  fish  from  the 
bunks.  Hud  [  arrivL^d  in  time  I  should 
biivo  thought  it  my  duty  to  refuse  them  (he 
prtvileBe  of  laniling  snd  drying,  but  in  con- 
sidemlion  of  Ihe  vessels  being  owned  and 
navigated  by  British  subjects,  and  iindcrstaiid- 
ing  they  had  been  misled  by  Act  13  of  His 
present  Majesty,  which  although  it  deprived 
them  of  roost  of  the  privileges  enjoyed  by 
vessels  arriving  from  our  British  Dominions 
in  Kuropedid  not  preclude  ihem  from  catching 
fish  on  the  Bunks  aud  bringing  them  iiiiu 
hsrbours  of  Newfoundland  for  sulo,  I  per- 
mitted them  to  eompleal  their  voyages,  and  I 
hope  my  conduct  therein,  together  with  my 
letters  lo  the  Governor  of  the  Bermtldas  upon 
the  subject,  will  meet  with  H.M.  approbation. 

((f.)  (From  the  Bermudiait  Recorda.) 

Friday,  June  27tb,  1788. 
Colonel    Tucker,    Mr.    James    Tucker, 
and  Mr.  George  Bascome  [were  appointed] 
D   D 
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a  committee  id  oonj  auction  vith  a  oommittee 
of  council  to  correspond  daring  recets  of 
OBBemblf  with  John  BUckwood,  Etq.,  puUk 
agent  at  Lamlio. 


(e.)  Tiieed»7,  Kovember  lltb,  17SS. 

EXIENBIOK     AVDBBSS    OP     TBB     GoVBS 
(HkKBT    H4M11TOH)    OH    1 

or  THE  Sebbion. 

The    promutioQ    of   the    Newroandland 
fiBliery  appean  to  me  an  object  calling  for 

have  occurred  which  have  rendered  the  flret 
adventure  less  pioEtable  tliao  might  have 
been  expected,  your  prudence  will  lurmount 
them  or  weaken  their  effect  by  legal  restric- 
tions or  adequate  eDCOUragement.  Should  it 
appear  to  you  advisable  to  resort  to  the  favour 
and  protection  of  the  British  Legislature,  the 
earliest  intimatioD  must  be  given  to  the 
piinuipal  agent  whose  endeavours,  I  am 
persuaded,  wilt  not  be  wanting  to  advance  a 
btonch  of  commerce  in  tbe  said  fisheries  to 
thu  said  Porta  thereof  aL  the  end  of  the 
Fishing  Season  whieh  by  the  following  Clause 
("  and  in  order  to  obviate  any  doubts  thai 
have  ariseu  or  may  arise  to  whom  tho 
Privilege  or  Kight  of  dryiofi  Fish  on  the 
Shores  of  Newfound laod  does  or  sfaoll 
belong  under  the  before  mentioned  Act  made 
in  tho  10th  and  Uth  years  of  tho  Reign 
of  King  William  111.  which  Kighl  or 
Privilege  has  hitherto  only  been  enjoyed 
by  His  Majesty's  Subjects  and  the  other 
British  Dominions  io  l.uiope  be  it  enacted 
and  dfclared  by  the  authority  aforesaid  that 
the  said  Kight  and  Privilege  shall  not  be 
held  and  eujojed  by  auy  of  Hih  Majesty's 
Subjects  arriviDg  at  Newtonndland  from  any 
other  Country  except  Great  Britain  or  one 
of  the  British  Dominioos  in  Europe ")  of 
conrac  incapacitates  the  Bermudiaus  and  all 
other  His  Mujesty's  Suhjecis  airiving  there 
in  veesels  not  fitted  in  letters  of  the  said  Act 
from  landing  aad  drying  their  Fish.  But  in 
consideration  of  their  having  been  at  con- 
siderable expense  and  the  very  great  lots  (hey 
would  sustain  if  at  this  period  they  were  to 
be  prohibited  from  prosecuting  their  voyages, 
which  were  undertaken  ho  advantageous  to 
"  these  Islands." 


(/.)   EXTEACT   FROM   BeCLV   OF  THK    HoVRK 
OF  AaSt^HBLT    TO  THE    GoVKBKOk'b  Ad- 

To  people  destitute  of  a  staple,  nothing 
can  be  more  desirable  than  the  estabtishmeut 
of  some  productive  suhslitute.  Id  this  point 
of  view,  the  cod  fishery  demands  our  im- 
mediate and  serious  attention.  We  shall 
therefore  endeavour  to  promote  such  measures 
us  shall  [IcndJ  to  ri'move  the  difficulties 
which  have  arisen  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
first  adventure,  and  to  word  in  fbture  u 
greater  probabilitj  of  soeoess. 


m.— Tbe  Ctnupinej  in  St  John's  in 
1799-1800. 

St.  John's,  Newfuundhuid, 
Sir,  July  S,  ISIK). 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  jou,  that  a  ipirit 
of  disaffection  to  our  Govenimeat  has  miuii- 
fested  itself  here  last  winter  and  in  the  sprin|;. 
The  first  symptoms  made  their  sppearance 
about  the  latter  end  of  February,  by  some 
anonymoiis  papers  posted  up  in  tbe  ni^ht, 
threatening  Ibc  persons  and  property  of  tbe 
magistrates,  if  they  persisted  in  enfon^ins  is 
Vrochunation  they  had  published,  res|iectinjf 
bogs  going  at  large,  contrary  tu  a  presentment 
of  the  grand  jury.  We  advertised  a  bandied 
guineas  reward  for  the  discovery  of  the  anthor 
or  authors,  and  the  iohahilanta  viewing  it  Id 
a  very  proper  light,  as  the  conimencoment  of 
anarchy  and  confusion,  and  destruction  of  all 
order,  handsomely  came  forward  in  support 
of  the  magistrates,  and  offered  two  hundred 
guinras  more,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  without 
effect.  The  next  step,  stiti  more  atarming, 
was  a  eomhinatioQ  of  between  forty  and  fifty 
of  the  Royal  Newfoundland  Kegimenl,  (o 
desert  with  their  arms,  with  a  declared 
intention,  as  appeared  by  a  letter  left  behind 
them,  of  putting  every  person  to  death  who 
should  attempt  M  oppose  tbem.  'lllis  they 
put  in  execution  on  the  night  of  the  34th 
April.  Their  place  of  rendeivons  was  tbe 
powder  shed,  back  of  Fort  Towashend,  at  1 1 
at  night,  but  were  not  joined  in  time  from 
Fort  Townsbend  or  Fort  William.  We  know 
not  tbe  reason  why  the  party  from  Fort 
Townshend  did  not  join  them,  but  at  Furt 
William  Colonel  Skinner  happened  to  bave  a 
party  at  his  house  very  late  that  ni^i, 
preventing  (he  poEJsibility  of  their  going  out 
luiperceived  at  the  appointed  hour,  and  tbe 
alarm  being  made  at  Signal  Hill  for  those 
who  quitted  that  post,  the  plot  was  blown, 
when  otily  nineteen  were  met,  who  imme- 
d-atply  set  off  tor  the  woods,  hut  from  the 
vigilance  and  activity  used  in  their  pursuit, 
in  about  ten  days  or  a  fortnight,  sixteen  of 
iheni  were  taken,  two  or  three  at  whom 
informed  against  the  others,  and  implicated 
upwards  of  twenty  more,  who  bad  not  only 
agreed  to  de?ert,  but  had  also  taken  tho  oaths 
of  Cnited  Irishmen,  administered  by  an  areh- 
villain  Murphy,  who  belonged  to  the  r^meut, 
and  one  of  the  deserters,  who  with  a  sergeant 
Kelly,  and  a  private,  have  not  as  yet  been 
taken.  We  do  not  know,  nor  was  it  possible 
to  ascertaio,  how  far  this  defeetion  and  the 
united  oatlia  extended  through  the  regiment. 
General  Skerret  ordered  a  general  coutt- 
martiul  upon  twelve  of  those  taken,  fire  of 
whom  were  sentenced  to  he  hanged,  and 
seven  to  be  shot;  the  former  were  executed 
on  a  gallows  erected  upon  the  spot  where 
they  met  at  the  powder  shed,  the  other  seven 
were  sent  to  Ualifai,  to  be  further  dealt  with 
as  His  Royal  Highness  should  think  proper, 
those  also  implicated  by  tbe  king's  evidence 
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vere  sent  in  ironi  to  (lalifaz  j  and  the  Dakn 
of  Kent  hMatlenf^remoTcdBll  tbereRiiDmt, 
except  two  companies  of  picked  men,  to  head 
qnartera,  and  has  relieved  thera  by  the  whole 
of  the  <>Sth  re^ment,  who  are  now  here. 
Varions  have  been  the  reports  on  this  bnaineSB ; 
the  towQ  to  the  amouDt  of  S,  3,  or  4uu  mea 
mentioned  as  privy  or  concerned  in  this 
busineiMi,  and  of  acting  in  coniwrt  with  them, 
at  least  so  far  as  (o  destroy,  plunder,  and 
■et  ofr  for  the  States,  but  no  names  have 
been  particularly  meutioned,  so  as  to  bring 
the  pioof  bome.  In  fact,  we  were  at  one 
time  in  aiich  a  situation,  as  to  render  the 
policy  of  acting  very  doablful,  aotil  more 
force  should  arrive,  as  we  knew  not  nho  we 
could  depend  upon  for  support  in  case  of 
resistance,  having  every  reason  to  believe  the 
defection  was  very  extensive,  not  onlythraugh 
the  regiment,  but  through  the  inhabitanls  of 
this  and  all  tbe  out  harbours,  particularly  to 
the  southward,  almost  to  ■  mao  have  taken 
the  United  Oaths,  which  is  "to  be  true  to 
the  old  cause,  and  to  follow  their  beads  of 
whatsoever  denomination,"  Although  those 
heads'are  not  to  be  known  to  tbem  till  the 
moment  a  plan  is  to  be  put  in  action,  all 
this  one  of  the  evidences  has  declared 
originated  from  letters  received  from  Ireland. 
Although  n  United  Irishman,  he  was  yet  but 
a  novice,  and  was  not  so  far  let  into  the 
secret  as  to  know  who  the  letters  were  ad- 
dressed to,  or  who  from.  Although  we  are  at 
present  without  any  iauDediaie  apprehension 
of  danger,  we  have  no  reason  to  suppose  Ih^r 
dispositions  have  chanfced,  or  that  their  plans 
of  plunder,  bumings,  &c.,  are  given  up,  but 
only  waiting  a  proper  opportunity  to  break 
forth.  The  most  probable  time  for  such  an 
event  would  be  towards  the  clow  of  the 
winter,  when  the  ships  of  war  are  absent,  the 
peaceable  and  well-disposed  part  of  the  com- 
nuiuty  off  their  guard,  and  no  possibility  of 
succour  for  two  or  three  months,  or  of  even 
convejtng  intelligence  of  our  situation.  If 
Buch  has  been  (beir  plan,  of  which  there  is 
little  room  left  for  doubt,  though  I  believe 
more  for  motives  of  plunder  tban  of  conquest, 
either  of  which  would  be  equally  destructive, 
it  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  it  might  not 
take  place  again — I  should  therefore  imagine 
it  behoves  Government  not  to  risk  another 
winter  without  obviating  its  possible  effect ; 
and  I  am  firmly  of  opinion,  after  taking  the 
whole  of  what  has  passed  into  view,  that  the 
security  of  the  trade  and  Hsbery,  nay,  the 
security  and  salvation  of  the  island  itself,  will 
entirely  depend  upon  a  proper  military  force 
at  this  place  with  sufficient  strength  to  affoid 
small  detachmeuts  to  some  of  tbe  out  harbouta 
to  the  southward  to  watch  their  motione,  and 
assist  the  magistrates  when  nececHaij'.  This 
force  to  TCD&T  security  effectual  cannot  be 
less  than  SOO  or  I,<>u0  men,  particularly 
while  Ireland  is  in  such  a  state  of  ferment  as 
it  has  been  and  is  likely  to  contione  till  (he 
business  of  iiu:  union  is  settled,  for  the  events 


of  Ireland  have  heretofbro  and  will  In  a  great 
measure  govern  the  sentiments  and  actions 
of  the  far  greater  majority  of  tbe  people  in 
this  country. 

I  omitted  observing  that  the  regiment  now 
here  (the  SAth)  have  but  little  more  than  half 
their  complement  of  men,  and  are  mostly 
composed  of  drafts  from  the  Irish  brigade 
sent  three  or  four  years  ago  to  Halifax,  of 
course  not  so  well  adapted  for  (he  protection 
required,  as  a  full  and  complete  regiment  from 
England,  staunch  and  well-affected. 

I  have  thus  ventured  to  offer  my  opinion 
upon  the  public  situation  of  aflairs  in  this 
island,  and  have  only  to  regret  in  common 
with  tbe  real  well-wishers  to  its  prosperity, 
thai  by  tbe  trieDoial  mode  of  appointing 
governors  we  are  to  be  deprived  of  the  aid  of 
your  influence  and  counsel,  at  a  time  when 
froui  your  real  knowledge  of  the  island  and 
its  internal  affairs,  they  might  be  of  such 
essential  service. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e. 

J.  OODKN. 

To  tbe  Hon.  Vice-Admiral  Waldegrave, 


IV.— The  Early  Seal  Kshory. 
Described  by  J.  Bi.axo,  of  BouitV 
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36>h  September  180 


Yonr  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to 
request  of  me  some  information  respecting 
our  seal  fishery,  and  aa  far  as  my  own 
experience  and  general  observation  can  lead, 
1  shall  endeavour  to  comply  with  that  request. 

This  adventurous  and  perilous  pursuit  is 
prosecuted  in  two  different  ways— during  the 
winter  months  by  nets,  and  from  Slarch  to 
Juno  in  ice -ski  lis  and  decked  boats,  or 
schooners.  The  Sshery  by  nets  extends  from 
Conception  Bay  to  tbe  IJibrador,  and  in  the 
northern  pngts  there  is  most  certainty  of 
success.  About  tifty  pounds  weight  of  strong 
twine  will  be  required  to  make  a  net,  tbe  half 
worn  small  hawsers,  which  the  bouts  have 
used  in  the  summer  tishery,  serve  for  foot 
ropes ;  new  ratline  is  necessary  for  head 
ropes,  and  each  net  is  required  to  be  about 
forty  fiithoms  in  length,  and  nearly  three 
in  depth.  I  am  thus  minute  that  your 
Excellency  may  form  some  ide.t  of  the  ex- 
pense attending  this  adventure,  as  well  aa  of 
the  mode  in  wbich  it  is  conducted. 

Four  or  five  men  consiitute  a  crew  to 
attend  about  twenty  nets,  bat  in  brisk  aealing 
this  number  of  nets  will  require  a  double 
crew  iu  sepaivte  boats.  The  seals  bolt  into 
the  nets  while  ranging  at  the  bottom  in  quem 
of  food,  which  makes  it  necessary  to  keep  the 
neii^  to  tbe  gtound,  where  they  are  made  tu 
staud  on  their  legs,  as  the  phrase  is,  by  means 
of  Ciirk  fastened  at  equal  distances  along  the 
head  topes.  The  net  is  extended  at  the 
bottom  by  a  mooring  and  killock  fixed  to 
each  end,  and  it  is  frequently  placud  in  forty 
O   D   2 
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fathomi  water,  for  we  obierre  th&t  the  laigeft 
sesU  are  caught  in  the  deepest  water.  To 
each  end  uf  the  head-rope  it  fixed  a  line  with 
a  pole  itandiDg  erect  in  the  water  to  guide 
the  Malere  to  Uie  net,  ttnd  when  theae  poles 
are  torn  away  by  ice,  or  other  accidrnt,  the; 
■re  directed  b;  Landmarks  and  find  their  net* 
with  cteepen.  The  seals,  in  their  efforts  to 
get  free,  cable  the  nets  at  the  bottom,  and 
none  but  'experienced  lealerg  can  disengage 
them  withoal  cutting  the  net.  This  descrip- 
tioD,  sir,  ma;  not  be  interesdng.  bnt  it  will 
convey  to  your  Eicellenoy  a  correct  idea  of 
this  laborious  business,  and  show  that  none 
bat  men  active  and  inared  to  haidship,  can  be 
qualified  to  engage  in  it.  On  tbe  Labrador 
coast  the  seal  fisher;  begins  in  November  and 
ends  about  Cbrietmus,  wh«n  the  eels  are 
taken  up.  With  us,  it  begios  about  Christmas 
and  continues  through  tbe  winter,  the  ice  in 
this  quarter  bebg  seldom  stalionar;  tor  an; 
couoiderable  length  of  (ime. 

Should  strong  East  and  N.E.  winds  pre- 
vail thioagh  the  months  of  December  and 
January,  the  seals  towards  the  eod  of  tbe 
latter  month  never  fail  to  appear  io  large 
companies,  always  going  before  the  wind  and 
ice  till  they  find  themselves  iubayed.  Tbe 
aeals  upon  this  cobhI  are  of  man;  species, 
they  are  classed  and  distinguisbed  by  names 
only  to  be  found  in  the  Newfoundland  nomen- 
cliture,  and  only  underHtood  by  the  New- 
foutidland  oatutidiBte.  Tart,  JJoater;  Oun- 
laaiU,  and  many  others,  breed  upon  the 
rocks  in  tbe  summer  season,  and  may  be 
called  natives,  but  these  make  but  little  part 
of  our  Gsber;.  our  dependance  rests  wholly 
upon  Harps  and  Bedltmert,  which  are  driven 
by  winds  and  ice  from  tbe  north-east  seas. 
The  harp  in  its  prime  will  yield  from  ten  to 
sixteen  gallons  of  oil,  and  tbe  bedlemer,  a 
senl  of  the  same  species,  only  younger,  from 
three  to  seven.  About  the  middle  of  March 
the  female  barp  whelps  upon  ice.  and,  in  tbe 
course  nf  a  few  days,  becomes  reduced  to  less 
than  halt  of  her  largest  bulk.  The  male,  also, 
from  Ibis  period  reduces,  but  not  in  the  same 
proportion.  There  ib,  therefore,  an  evident 
advanlage  in  catching  the  seals  in  the  winter. 

I  will  DOW,  sir,  proceed  to  bring  into 
Tiew  tbe  produce  of  this  fishery  in  Bonavista 
Bay  for  some  years  back,  in  doing  which  I 
shall  be  as  precise  as  the  naiure  of  tbe  case 
will  now  admit  of.  Id  tbe  winter  of  1791-3, 
a  succession  of  hard  gales  from  the  north- 
east  brouiht  the  seals  in  great  numbers, 
before  the  middle  of  Janusr;,  unaccompanied 
by  any  ice,  a  circumstance  that  rarely  occurs. 
Id  Bonavista  about  two  bandrod  men  might 
have  been  employed  in  attending  the  nets,  and 
the  number  of  seals  caught  araonnted  to 
about  seven  tbounaitd.  The  entire  catch  at 
Bonaviita  ISay  may  be  taken  at  ten  thousand, 
and  two-tbirds  of  the  whole  reckoned  Harps, 
The  harps  yielded  thirteen  shillings  each,  and 
the  bcdlcrmers  seven  shillings  and  sixpence. 


which  at  that  time  afforded  the  iBercbant  » 
large  profit  in  the  English  market 

The  winter  of  B2-3  the  nets  were  an- 
produelive,  but  the  iee-skilfs  fn  the  spring 
were  generally  luccesafnl,  killing  from  five  Co 
six  thonsand  seals,  principally  yoaog,  whicli 
yielded  five  shillings  each. 

For  the  winter  and  spriog  98-4,  we  vuty 
reckon  abont  five  thousand. 

In  95  the  nets  were  successful  in  the 
prime  part  of  tbe  season,  and  the  numbers 
taken  about  six  thousand,  two-thirds  of  which 
were  harps. 

The  five  succeeding  ;eBn  may  be 
averaged  at  six  thoufaod  each,  and  three- 
fourtfas  of  these  may  be  reckoned  youug  seals. 
In  the  spring  of  1801  we  ma;  count  about 
twen^  thousand,  the  greatest  part  of  which 
were  dragged  on  the  ioe  b;  men,  women,  and 
children,  with  incredible  labour.  These  seals 
were  principally  of  the  hooded  kind,  and 
abiiut  nine-tenths  ot  them  young.  The  old 
yielded  about  fourteen  shilliugs  audthe  young 
seven.  The  last  season  may  have  produced 
six  thousand,  pelding  on  an  average  about 
seven  shilliogs  each.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  if 
what  I  have  written  will  be  thought  satis- 
feotory.  I  have  confined  myself  to  the 
district  in  which  I  live,  not  having  materials 
from  which  to  give  anything  like  a  correct 
stBiement  of  the  other  sealing  ports  of  the 
island  and  of  Labrador.  It  may,  neverthe- 
less, be  proper  to  say,  that  your  Ezcellenc; 
ought  not  to  form  an  estimate  of  these,  from 
the  fnrcgoing  sketch.  The  ports  on  the 
coast  of  Labrador,  on  the  northern  shore,  now 
possessed  by  the  French,  and  sontbward  to 
Fogo,  have  been  out  of  all  comparison  mora 
successful  in  this  fishery  by  nets. 

The  *eiiling-ad venture  b;  large  boats, 
which  sail  about  the  middle  of  March,  hss 
not  been  general  longer  than  nine  ;eara.  It 
has  been  pursued  with  various  success,  and 
UDquestLonabl;  has  a  tendency  to  promote 
the  first  intention  of  government  beyond  any 
other.  From  two  to  three  thousand  men 
have  been  employed  in  this  peril dds  adven- 
ture, and  it  may  excite  surprise  that  so  few 
fatal  accidents  have  happened.  It  is,  how- 
ever, in  my  opinion,  tor  various  reasons,  npon 
the  decline,  and  it  ma;  property  become  a 
question  whether  Government  onght  to  suffer 
it  to  fall,  if  it  can  be  supported  to  its  full 
extent  through  the  medium  of  a  premium  or 
bounty.  Out  of  the  harbour  of  Saint  John's 
this  adventure  has  been  followed  with  ud' 
common  spirit,  and  your  Excellency,  it  is 
likely,  may  obtain  useful  information 'on  this 
subject  from  tbe  merehants  of  that  quarter. 

I   have   the  honour   to    be  with    great 
respect.  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  obedient  humble 

JouN  Bluid. 

His  Excellency 

Jnmee  Uam'bier,  Esquire. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

REIGN   OF   GEORGE    IV. 

1830-1830, 

1828.— Richard  Alexander  Tucker,  Euj.,  Chief  Jnxtice. 

1828. — The  Iwt  of  the  Ked  IndiaoB  of  Newfouodland  Beeni  Indian  vomen  brought  to 
St.  J<^d'i.  Newfoundlaud  School  Society  established.  Mr.  <J«nD»ck  croued  the  ivland. 
Dr.  Seallaa,  BUbop  of  Dngo,  u)d  Vicar  Apoxtolic  of  Newfojndtand  and  Labrador.  Chambec 
of  Commerce.  St.  John's,  instituted  2Sth  December. 

1B34. — Imperial  Act,  5  Geo.  IV.  cap.  S7,  for  the  better  Administration  of  Justice  \a 
Newfonndlind ;  appointing  Supreme  Court,  with  Chief  Joatiue  and  two  aesistaat  judgiis. 
Fint  flre  company,  £asleni  Ward,  St.  John's. 

1825.— Sir  Thomas  Cochrane  OoTemor.    First  roads  constmcted. 

1BI6. — Supreme  Coert  of  NewIbnndlBQd  constituted  by  Kojal  Charter,  Firpt  anoislaot 
jnd^e«,  with  Chief  Justice  TMcker,  were  John  William  Molloy  and  A.  W.  Ues  Barren  ;  Molloy 
eoon  removed ;  E.  B.  Brenton  appointed. 

18ST.— Bisbop  loglis,  Anglican  Bishop  of  ^ova  Scotia  and  Neirfouadland,  first  visited 
Newfoundland  and  consecrated  St.  Juhn's  Church.  Beolhio  luslitatioa  :  W.  E.  Cormack, 
president. 

1828. — Publication  of  P.  Morris's  pamphlet.   Great  agitation  for  representative  institutions. 

1829.— Bishop  Fleming  consecrated  Bishop  of  Csrpssia  in  parlibut. 

REIGN   OF   WILLIAM  IV. 

1830-183  7. 
1831. — ViaA  coach  ivad  opened  to  Portugal  Cove. 
1832. — Bepresentatire  Asrembly  granted  to  Kewfoundland. 


1  Cape  Spear.     Bank  of  British  North  America  established 

In  1820  the  long  reign  of  George  III,  came  to  a  close.  The 
Agitation  about  Butler  aad  Lundrigan  caused  the  British  Qovemment  to 
tionsider  the  whole  question  of  the  administration  of  justice,  and  the 
formation  of  coostitutional  government  in  the  Colony.  Sir  Charles 
Hamilton  was  recalled,  for  the  purpoie  of  consulting  with  the  Ministry, 
Chief  Justice  Tucker '  acting  tis  Governor  during  his  absence.  As  the 
*  Chief  Justice  Forbe*  resigned  b  18S2. 
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result   of    these  deliberatioQi,   the    Royal   Charter,   the   Imperial   Act- 
6  Georpe  IV.  cip.  Ixvii. — An  Act  for  the  better  admiiiUtration  of  justice 
in  Newfoundland — was  passed. 
The  preamble  states : — 

"  Whereas  it  ia  espediont  to  make  farther  provision  for  the  administration  of 
juBtice  in  the  Colony  of  Npwfoundland,  \t  is  therefore  enacted  bj  the  King's  Most 
Kicellent  Majesty,  by  and    with   the   consent   and   advice,   &c.,    in  this   present 
Parliament  asBcmbled,  and  by  the  anthoritj  of  the  same,  tliat  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawfol  for  His  Majesty  by  his  charter,  or  letters  patent,  nnder  the  Great  Seal,  to 
iastitiite  a  Snperior  Coart  of  Judicature  in  Nenfonndlnnd.  irhich   shall  be  ectitlod 
'  The  Snprcmc  Court  of  Newfoundland,'  and  the  said  court  shall  be  a  Court  of 
Record,  and  shall  have  all  civil  and  criminal  jurisdictiion  whatever  in  Newfoand- 
land  and  in  all  landfl,  islands,  and  territories  dependent  npou  the  governineab 
thereof,  as  fatly  and  amply  to  all  intents  and  purposes  ae  His  Majesty's  conrtn  of 
King's  Bench,  Common  Pleas.   Exchequer,  and  High   Court  of  Chancery,  in   tha£ 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  JCngland  have,  or  anj 
of  them   hath,  and  the  said  Supreme  Court  shall 
also  be  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  nnd  general 
gaol   delivery  in   and  for   Newfoundland,   and   all 
places  within  the  Government  thereof,  and  shall 
also  have  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  of  crimes  and 
misdemeanours  committed  on  the  banlfs  of  New- 
foundland, or  any  of  the  seas  or  islands  to  which 
ships  or  vessels  repair    from  Newfoundland  for 
carrying  on  the  fishery.'' 

The  principal  provisions  of  the  Act  were 
to  the  etfect  that  the  Supreme  Court  shall 
be— 

"  Holden  by   a  chief  jndgc  and  two  assistant 

jadges,  being  respectively  bai-risters  in  England 

or   Ireland  of  at    least  three  years'  standing,   or 

oHOROE  IV.  in  some  of  His  Majesty's  colonies  or  plantations ; 

Fn'oi  an  tngrncinff nfter  that    it    fhM    be    lawful  for    the    Governor  to 

Laureare.  divide   the   colouy   into   three    districts,    as    may 

appear  best  adapted  for  enabling  the  inhabitants 

to    resort    with    ease   and    convenience    to    the    circuit    courts    to    be    therein 

established ;— that   it  shall  be  lawful  for  His  Majesty  to  institute  circuit  courts 

in  each  of  the  three  districts,  such  courts  to  be  holden  at  least  once  every  year 

by   the  chief  judge,   or  one  of  the  assistant  judges  of  the  snpreme  court;  that 

the  circuit  courts  shall  have  the  same  jurisdiction  within  the  district  in  which 

they  were  severally  held,  as  is  vested  in   the  supreme  oonrt  for  the  whole  colony, 

with  the  exception  of  trying  certain  crimes  specified,  or  of  hearing  or  determining 

nny  suit  arising  oct  of  a  violation  of  any  Act  of  Parliament,  relating  to  the  trade 

and  revenue  of  the  British  colonies  in  America.     Such  crimeB  and  snch  suits  to  bo 

tried,  heard,  and  determined  only  in  the  snpreme  court.     To  persona  who  feel 

themselves   agp;rieved   by   any    judgment   gixeii   in    the   circuit  court,   there   is 

granted  power  of  appeal  to  the  mpreme  conrt,  for  a  reversal  of  such  jodgraent. 

Authority  is  given  to  the  Governor  to  institute  a  court  of  civil  jurisdiction  on  the 

coast  of  Labrador." 

Although   tl)e  Act  was  passed  in  1824,  the  Supreme  Court  was  not 
duly  constitnfed  niitil  the  2iid  January  1826.  wlen  it  was  opened  with 


THE  SUPREME  COURT.  423 

thfi  following  imposing    cei-emonies    by  His  Excellency  Captain  Sir 
Thomas  Cochrane : — 

"The  honourable  judge?,  the  hononrable  Liout.  Colonel  Borke,  C.B.,  com- 
manding His  Majesty's  forces,  the  mttgistrates  and  heads  of  all  the  public 
departments,  civil  and  militaiy,  the  clergy,  the  chamber  of  commerce,  the  grand 
•iii47,  and  most  of  the  principal  inhabitants  assembled  at  the  Government  House, 
when  the  oatbs  of  office  were  administered  to  the  chief  jodge  and  aasiatnnt  judges, 
after  which  His  Excellency  delivered  to  the  chief  judge  His  Majesty's  Royal 
Charter,  which  was  handed  by  the  judge  to  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
to  be  borne  by  him  to  the  Court  House,  and  to  be  there  read. 


Frvm  a  photograph  laia»  i»  fi 


"  After  these  preliminaries  were  over,  the  assembled  parties  formed  them- 
selves info  a  procession,  the  order  of  which  had  been  fiKed  by  a  programme 
previously  issaed.  The  conatablee  (two  and  two)— for t-nisjor-^ent! amen  of 
the  learned  profeasiona  (two  and  two)— clerks  of  the  central,  southern,  and 
northern  circuit  courts— magistrates  (two  and  two)— the  chief  magistrate,  4c. 
^^_^^_^^^^^^^^^^  *°-  '^"  arriving  at  the  Court  House,  the  Charter 
[■""'"  ^         was   solpmnly  read;    at   the  conclusion  of   which 

r  'I        proceeding,  all  the  prisoners  confined  in  the  gaol 

[•  I        (with  the  exception  of  five)  were  called  to  the 

|,  /  f         bar,   and,  after    a  suitable   admonition   from  the 

^  •  ■  j        chief  judg«,  wero  informed   that  His  Excellency 

f        *    ■  ■  .  ,      '        the  Governor  had  been  graciously  pleased  to  exert 

<       (  %^W  VM  on  their  bcbair  the  prerogative  of  pardon  entrusted 

i       \V^  to  him  by  the  Crown," 

'li^G^  Tlie  judges   Rppointed    under   the    Act 

'  were  Chief  Justice  Tucker,  and  Assistant 
Judges  John  William  Molloy  and  Augustus 
Wallet  Des  Bar  res.'  Molloy  was  soon 
removed,  and  Judge  Brenton  appointed  in 
his  stead.  The  full  dress  of  the  chief  jus- 
tice, as  superior  civil  officer,  was  appointed 
by  the  king — a  blue  coat,  but  no  epaulettes  nor  lappets,  button-holes 
upon  the  cuflF  and  collar  only,  but  the  same  pattern  as  worn  by  Lords- 
Lieutenants.     The  chief  magistrate  was  ordered  to  wear  a  blue  coat, 


'  The  two  puisne  judj^es  first  ippoicted  to  consDmnutte  ability  nnil  immense  iaflaence;  ho 

the  Supreme    Court    in    1826    preseuted   a  is  reported  ta  hare  danced  on  a  table  when  he 

marked  contrast.     John  William  MoUoj  was  wb.i  a  hundred.     He  died  at  Halifax,  N.S.,  ia 

a  reckless  saj,  Bquandeiin|i;  fquireen,  who  1834,  aged  lOZ.     His  bod,  A.  W.  Deg  Banes, 

toon  tsn  into  debt,  sad  was  fcot  rid  of.     The  was  lo  young  when  be  received  his  first  ap- 

Hon.  AufTOBtus  Wallet  Des  Barres  was,  on  poiutnient  — I  believe  as  Alt«raey-General  of 

the  contrary,   a  most  prudent   and  correct  CapeBreton — that,by thesrtviceofhisfrii-nds, 

man.    His  fkiher,  Govemor  Dea  Barres,  *as  he  wore  a  pair  of   fulae  irhlakera  when  lie 

a  distioguished  French  engineer  officer  in  the  weut   lo  receive   his  commisiion.     He   was 

English  service;  his  surveys  of  l he  Maritime  celebrated   for   his   ready  wit  and  repartee. 

Proviuces  were  celebrated  -,  he  i"  alleged  to  (Jnce   when   the    late   Judse   Hayward  was 

have  been  present  at  the  battis  on  tbe  heitchts  qooting  Cbilty  to   the  Bench,  his  Lordship 

of  Abraham  when  Wolfe  was  killed;  and  was  retorted:  "  Chitty,  Mr.  Haywardl   Qoodneas 

Covemor  of  Cape  Breton  and  Lieut.-GoTemor  me,  what  does  Mr.  Chitty  know  about  this 

ol  Prince  Edward's  IstaDil.    He  was  a  man  of  eoantry?     Ho  waa  never  in  Newfotrndland," 

c,a,-z,c-,l^iOOgle 


424  REIGN  OF  GEOEGE  IV. 

with  red  cuffs  and  coUnr,  buttons  with  crown,  and  G.  R  eocbade  on  Uie 
side  of  the  hat.     Constables  were  to  wear  blue  coats  and  buttons,  with 
the  crown  tind  G.  R.,  a  red  waistcoat  witli  the  same  buttons,   and  a 
cockade  on  the  hat,  and  were  required  always  to  carry  the  insi^iia  of 
office.    His  Excellency  had  a  great  taste  far 
official  forms    and   ceremonials.      Lieut.-CoL 
W.  Haly.  Thomas  H.  Brooking,  John  W.  Duns- 
combe,  and  Newman  W.  Hoylea,  were  in  1825 
appointed  His  Excellency's  colonial  aides-do- 
c.irnp,    with   the    rank   of    Iicut.-colonel3    of 
militia. 

Sir  Thomas  Cochrane  is  now  universally 
admitted  to  have  been  the  beat  Governor  ever 
sent  to  Newfoundland ;  everywhere  nre  monu- 
ments erected  to  his  memorj'.  He  inaugurated 
our  system  of  roads,  promoted  agriculture, 
nnd  laid  out  the  beautiful  grounds  of 
r „,„■,     .1  Virjiinia  ns  his  country  seat.   Cochrane  Street 

From  a  portratt  tii  (**  pvetliem  °  ' 

n/iirt.A.o.Hayviard.  and  the  Military  Road  remind  us  of  the  great 

ndmiiiistt-ator.     I  cannot  say  much  in  praise 

of  His  Excellency's  taste  in  the  erection  of  Government  House.     The 

bite  is  an  admirable  one,  the  grounds  are  well  laid  out,  bat  the  building 


1.  KDILIMXSB  IID  QOTEIUMEIIT  Bor 

R-Mi  JUuIlalt'i  Trip  to  Xeir/Ouadlaa 


itself  looks  more  like  a  pHwrn  than  a  vice-regal  residence ;  the  ditch  nil 
i-ojad  is  a  trap  to  catch  snow,  and  in  winter  the  north  entrance  is  as 
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cold  as  Siberia.  I  can  give  Iiim  credit  for  every  other  improvement, 
but  am  com|ielled  to  say  that  Government  House  is  a  huge  pilu  of 
uoradeemed  ugliness. 

The  two  great  leaders  in  the  struggle  for  a  local  legislature  in  Ncw- 
fuundland  were  Doctor  William  Carson  and  Patrick  Morris.  Both  were 
distinguished,  able  men,  but  in  marked  contrast  to  each  other.  The  Doctor, 
the  originator  of  the  movement,  was  a  stiff-mannered,  pedantic  old 
gentleman ;  dogmatic,  seU'-opiuionated,  and  independent,  a  very  clever 
man  both  id  his  profession  and  the  conduct  of  public  affairs.  Muri-is, 
on  the  other  hand,  had  all  the  qualities  of  a  popular  tribune;  you  can 
see  both  in  his  writings  and  his  speeches  that  he  was  an  impetuous 
Irishman ;  everything  was  done  with  a  rush ;  in  place  of  the  doctor's 
calm  reasoning  and  cai'elully  polished  periods,  his  pamphlets  are  full  of 
go,  flashes  of  Irish  wit  and  sarcasm  ;  when  he  comes  down  to  person- 
alities he  is  us  truculent  and  scur- 
rilous as  a  Western  editor.  Morris  once 
tried  to  cross  swords  with  the  great  tri- 
bune O'Connell ;  the  arch-agitator  annihi- 
lated his  colonial  antagonist  ^imply  witlia 
wink.  At  a  great  repeal  meeting  near 
Waterford,  Morris,  who  was  opposed  to 
O'Conoell's  views,  attemjited  to  nd<lres-i 
ihe  meeting;  O'Connell  called  out  in  his 
broadest  Kerry  brogue,  "  Well,  Pat,  when 
did  you  come  across,  was  there  much  fog 
on  the  Bunks ?  "  and  then  with  his  finger 
to  his  nose  said :  "  Boys,  do  you  smell 
the  fish."  Amidst  the  roar  of  laughter 
_  ,.     _    .,  that     followed,     Morris     quietly     disap- 

Frum  an  old  partmit.  '  i  J  C 

peared. 

Sir  Thomas  Cochrane's  government  lasted  from  1825  to  1834. 
During  the  fir.t  part  of  his  administration  his  popularity  was  uti- 
bounded  ;  he  was  the  fii-st  civil  Governor,  the  first  real  iidniinistrator 
and  ruler  of  the  Colony.  An  eminently  practical  mm,  he  not  only 
organised  improvements,  he  personal'y  superintended  their  execution. 
His  activity  was  unbounded ;  in  the  eai-ly  mornings  he  M-as  out  on 
horseback  inspecting  the  roads,  directing  his  workmen,  laying  out  the 
grounds  at  Virginia,  having  interviews  with  the  farmers,  giving  them 
practical  hints  about  agriculture;  everywhere  lie  impressed  his  strong 
personality  on  Colonial  affairs.     He  was  very  sociable,  and  his  hospitality 
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wai  unetinted ;  no  Governor  ever  entertained  in  the  sf  yle  of  Sir  Thomae 
Cochrane,     Mr.  Monis  in  his  pamphlet  thus  apeaks  of  him : — 


"  Onr  present  Governor  is  allowed,  I  understand,  nbont  £4,000  por  year,' 
out  of  which  be  has  to  support  the  splendour  of  'vicu-regAl  authority,'  a  large 
retinae  uf  serranta,  entertain  the  principal  inhabitants  of  fTewfoundland  at  his 
table,  and  all  strangers  who  visit  the  seat  of  his  goremraent,  to  subscribe  to  all 
public  charities  and  institutions.  A  great  part  of  his  income  is  expended  in  the 
country,  so  that  if  the  author  of  this  pamphlet'  only  just  takes  an  enlarged  vieir 
of  the  subject,  he  will  Snd  that  ho  was  egregiously  in  error  in  suppot^ing  that  hia 
favouriie  AdmirtiUOovernor  was  a  rhenper  governor,  for  it  appears  that  the  matter 
of  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence,  is  bis  only  criterion  orjudgment.  If  a  compnriaon 
be  made  between  the  relative  systems,  the  difference  will  appear  more  striking; 
our  present  Goremor  has  been,  since  his  arrival,  improving  the  condition  of  the 
country  and  the  people ;  and  ...  I  maintain  that  he  has  done  more  real 
good  to  the  colony,  ninco  his  appoint- 

.  nnent,    than    all    his    pi-edeceasori    pnt 

together. 


Ho  has.  as  far  a^  his  limited  authority 
permitted  him,  given  every  encourage* 
mciit  to  the  cnUiration  of  the  aoU,  and 
has  himself  shown  the  eiample ;  he  has 
encouraged  every  measure  calculated  to 
pi-omoie  the  internal  resources  of  the 
country ;  he  has  made  roads,  some  of 
them  at  his  own  expense;  he  has  been 
the  patron  of  education  fur  the  poor  and 
the  rich  ;  aud  he  hod  scarcely  landed 
on  our  shoros  when  he  recommended 
the  establishment  of  a  university  for 
the  education  of  our  renpectable  youth, 
to  prevent  the  necessity  of  sendicg 
Ihem  to  the  United  States  and  other 
parts  ;  in  short,  ho  hes  felt  a  sympathy 
for  the  country  and  the  people  beyond 
what  was  ever  felt  by  his  predecessJTS, 
and  the  couiitiy  feels  grateful  to  him 


From  a  pkategrBph  bf  Mault  and  Palfbank. 


Both  Bishop  Fleming »  and  Doctor  Carson  were  equally  loud  in  tlieir 
praiacs  of  His  Excellency, 


'  The  Balary  was  only  £3,000  per  Biinum. 

'  A  Vieio  of  the  Rue,  Pngreii,  ^c  of 
the  Neiofoitndland  Fishery.     I'oole,  IS^iS. 

^Dr.  Sciillan,  the  third  Komaa  Catholic 
biohop  of  Neu  fnunilland,  wan  eppoinCed  in 
April  IBIS  bUhop  of  I>nifi;o  IR  partibut,  and 
in  1S1G  coadjutor  to  Dr.  Lainlierl;  he  was 
ponnecmted  the  Bsme  year  at  Weiford ;  he 
had  been  labouring  bb  a  pKer-t  in  St.  John'a 
since  lgl2.     No  man  was  luorc  beloTed  in 


bia  diocese  than  Bishop  Scallan ;  be  wis  in 
every  sense  a  gMitleman.  Both  Bishop  Mnl. 
lock  and  Kshop  Howley  censure  him  for 
bis  eKIrcme  liberality.  The  Bight  It«v. 
JUichHcl  Anthony  Flemiog  n-as  appointed  his 
coadjutor,  and  coasecraled  in  the  old  chapel 
Bishop  of  Carpasia  in  partilmi  in  18i9.  Car- 
paaian,  the  BiKhop'a  firm,  now  oirned  hy 
John  Duder,  Ksq.,  was  nauied  alter  bia  tituUr 
fpLicopnte. 
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All  the  great  improvementa  aronnd  St.  John's  may  be  said  to  date 
from  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane's  time.  The  roads  to  Topsail,  Bay  Bulls, 
Torbay,  tuid  Portagal  Cove  bud  been  commenced  before  his  arrival ;  it 
■was,  however,  his  energy  that  pushed  them  forward.  At  this  time  officinls 
and  merchants  vied  with  each  other  in  creating  country  residences 
and  farms — Mount  Pearl,  cleared  by  Sir  James  Pearl,  Holbi-ook's  Farm, 
cultivated  by  Surveyor- General  Holbrook,  and  tlie  finest  of  alt,  lirook- 
field,  the  property  of  William  and  Henry  P.  Thomas.  Eveiywhere 
around  the  capital  laud  was  being  cultivated ;  a  perfect  furore  seemed 
to  have  seized  everyone  to  become  landed  proprietors.  The  great 
pioneer  in  this  movement  was  Dr.  Carson,  though  it  must  be  re- 
membered to  their  honour  that  Major  Giiffith  Williams,  Col.  Skinner, 
and  Lieut.-Col.  Haly  had  been  farming  before  he  cleared  "  Bostellan," 
formerly  known  as  "  Billies."  Amongst  the 
public-spiritftd  merchants  of  that  day  the 
chief  place  must  be  (pven  to  the  Thomeses, 
and  espiicially  to  the  senior  partner,  William 
Thorn  lis.' 

"«  1  Buring   the  whole    of   the   first   part   of 

-"■"  Sir    Thomas's    administration,   there    was   a 

continued    agitation   tcr   a   local   legislatiu-e ; 

whilst     the    Irish   were   probably   tlie    luost 

busy  workers  for  rtfonn,  many  of  the  leading 

Protestant   mercliants   took   sn   active    part. 

Besides  the  committee,  the  most  conspicuous 

supi^orters  of   the  movement   were    William 

8,  Thomas  H.  Brooking,  his  partner,  G.  R.  Robinson  (afterwards 

r  of  the  English  House  of  Commons),  Benjamin  Eowriiig,  founder 


lid  pholoffrapK 


'  The  family  of  the  ThoiDweHai«probablj 
tbe  most  ancient  in  (hie  Colonj  g  their  con- 
noctioD  can  be  traced  back  to  the  Shspleishs 
(one  of  whom  wu  snuidfatlirr  to  John 
Ti«vorgie,  the  Cromwelliao  Governor  of  the 
Colon  J ),  thence  through  the  Bevils  to 
Wiliiam  Bevil  Thom»s. 

The  Th.imiues  <^rne&  im  buminesi  at 
Dartmouth  and  St.  John's  in  partnership  n'ith 
B  Mr.  Stakes,  as  Thomas  &  Slokea.  William 
Bevil  ThomiwwiiB  born  in  St.  John's  in  17ST  j 
he  married  Eliiabelh  Wbj,  in  I78S,  at  Diirt- 
mouth,  and  hail  tvo  fouh.  William  Thomas 
and  Untiij  Fbillipa  Tliomav. 

William  Thomaa  was  foremoet  in  ererj 
beiii>Tolent  work.  As  a  very  jounir  man  he 
vas  secreisry  to  the  docietj'  Tor  improviiif; 
tbe  condition  of  the  poori  he  was  eqnall/ 


divtin^iahrd  as  a  merchant  and  a  politician. 
Ue  filled  all  positions  well,  whether  presiding 
at  a  religious  meeting  or  as  presideut  of  tbe 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  Though  a  professedlj 
religious  man,  sosielimcn  the  old  leaven 
broke  out  in  him.  He  was  leiy  active,  and 
fond  of  directing  everybody.  Dfttn,  as  he 
paced  bi«  loD^  wharf,  if  one  of  his  ships 
was  beating  in  the  Narrows,  sa*  his  fine 
brig  the  Cynthia,  Captain  Goldsnorth,  he 
could  be  beard  muttering,  "Laff',coiifiinDd  jou, 
Goldnworlh,  luff,  you  lubber  I  "  BrookEeld, 
the  tine  house  at  Uevon  Kow,  their  Watet 
Street  premises,  and  the  beantifal  cottage  at 
Topsail,  are  monnmentH  of  the  large  progres- 
cive  ideas  of  the  Thomnes,  and  especially  of 
the  constructive    ability  of   Henry    Phillips 


..Google 


428  EEiaW  OF  WILLIAM  IV. 

of  the  firm  of  Bowring  Brothers,  a  very  active,  intelli,!;eiit  Liberal 
(cousin  of  Sir  John  Bowring),  Charles  T,  Bowring.  vho  afterwards  filled 
a  liij|h  position  in  the  Corporation  of  Liver- 
pool (father  of  William  Benjamin  Bowrinsr, 
recently  Lord  Mayor  of  Liverpool),  R.  R. 
Wakeham,  the  genial  secretary  of  the  com- 
mittee (brother-in-law  of  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway, 
K.C.M.G.).  and  Henry  Winton,  the  able  and 
independent  editor  of  tlie  Pvhlic  Ledger.  The 
opposition  consisted  of  nil  tlie  officials  and 
those  dependent  on  the  Governor's  good  will ; 
James  Simms  —  aftei-waida  Judge  Simms  — 
seems  to  have  been  their  mouthpiece  at  all 
public  meetings. 

fnjM  a  phntoaraph  by  The  bittcrest  antagonists  of  the  measure 

were,  however,  the  old  West  Country  mer- 
chants ;  the  idea  of   Newfoundland  having  a 

legislature  was  to  their  minds  simply  outrageous.     One  of  them — Peter 

Ougier — stated  in  his  evidence,  "  they  are  making  roads  in  Newfound- 

liind,  next  thing  they  will  be  having 

carriages  and  driving  about."     In 

his  pamphlet  Mr.   Patrick   Morris 

Bcarifies  the  author  of  a  work  en- 
titled, "  A  view   of   the  rise  and 

progre's    of     the     Newfoundland 

Fishery."      The    whole    object   of 

tliis   writer  was  to  recommend  a 

return  to  the  rule  of  the  fistiing 

admirals ;  the  pamphlet  was  pub-  ; 

lished    in   Poole,   and    the   writer 

declared  his  object  was  to  give  an 

enlarged  view  of  the  fislieries  and 

trade  of  XewfoundLmd. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  t'lat  it 
was  the  influence  of  tliese  West 
Country  mercliants  that  retarded 
the  grant  of  a  local  legislature ;  a 
good  deal  could  be  said  against  the 

movement.  Bishop  Fleming,  in  a  letter  to  Lord  Glenolg,  declared  that 
he  never  appioved  of  it;  but  the  reply  to  every  objection  was  the 
unanswerable  argument  that  all  the  British  Colonies,  even  to  little 
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Bermuda,  had  a  local  government ;  Nova  Scotia  had  obtained  it  in 
1758,  the  older  American  Colonies  had  always  governed  themselves, 
and  Newfoundland  could  no  longer  be  denied.  Ebgliah  statesmen 
clearly  saw  that,  with  all  its  defects  and  possible  evil  consequences, 
it  was  the  only  way  in  which  free  men  could  be  governed  under 
the  British  constitution,  and  it  came  at  Inst  as  a  matter  of  course.^ 
In  July  25th,  1831,  Mr.  Bobinsoa  objected  to  the  Vote  for  New- 
foundland ia  the  House  of  Gommoos,  adding,  "  that  if  a  local 
"  legislature  were  granted,  the  colonists  would  never  ask  the  House 
"  for  another  farthing."  Lord  Howick,  io  reply,  stated  "  that  the 
time  had  come  for  such  a  boon  to  be  gianted."  In  January  1832, 
Mr.  Brooking,  Chairman  of  the  Newfoundland  Committee  in  London, 
writing  to  William  Thomas,  Deputy  Chairman  in  St,  John's,stated  that 
Viscount  Goderich  informed  him  that  it  was  the  intention  of  His 
Mnjetjty  to  give  Newfuundhind  a  representative  government  similar  to 
that  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick.  Tlie  agitators  had  hit  upon 
a  fortunate  time  in  English  politics — the  era  of  the  great  Reform  Bill. 
In  1832  the  Bitl  was  passed  in  the  House  of  Commons  granting  a 
representative  assembly  to  Newfoundland ;  on  August  26th  of  that 
year  Sir  Thomas  returned  to  St.  John's  armed  with  full  powers  to  carry 
out  the  great  constitutional  cbanga  The  general  election  took  place 
in  the  autumn  of  1832. 

The  first  House  of  Assembly  soems  to  have  been  a  very  respect- 
able body.  The  only  contest  in  which  there  appears  to  have  been 
any  excitement  was  in  St.  John's ;  the  candidates  were  Dr.  Carson, 
Mr.  Patrick  Keough,  Mr.  William  Thomas,  Mr.  John  Kent  (a  relative  cf 
Biihop  Fleming's,  from  whom  he  received  strong  siipport),  and  Mr.  W, 
B.  Row,  who  does  not  appear  to  have  gone  to  the  poll.  The  great  Ductor 
was  defeated ;  the  author  of  the  new  constitution  was  the  first  to  test 
the  proverbial  fickleness  o£  the  public :  — 

"  Fant&Btic  AS  a  woman's  mood, 
And  fierce  as  frenzy's  ferercd  blood." 

He  had  been  the  pioneer  of  the  new  movement,  had  suffered  in  the 
people's  cause,  and  yet  the  public,  "th;it  many-headed  moudter  thing 
— the  mob" — were  the  first  to  cast  aside  their  leader  in  the  fight 
for  Home  Kale,  and  to  give  tiietr  votes  and  support  to  a  new   and 

'  Note  the  items  of  expenditure  under  time  to  make  a  chanfce.    (S«e  in  the  Ktatu>tii;a 

<hi«^oTeTDmentof  officiate;  the  whole  revenue  the  eipeoditora  io   IBJO,   1831,   aud   18S2, 

fallowed  up  in  euunnouB  6alari«B,  and  odIt  prior  to  grunt  of  Legielaliire.) 
£300  allowed  tor  mada,  ibow  that  it  was  bigb 
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untrieil  man.  Carbon  was  a  veteran  iu  the  Liberal  cause;  compared 
with  him,  Kent  was  a  mere  neophite.  The  Doctor's  defeat  was  due,  so 
the  story  goes,  to  an  old  electioneering  trick.  An  Irishman  calle<l 
Bennett  came  into  the  bonth  where  a  number  of  Wexford  men  were 
casting  their  votea  "  Well,"  he  said,  "  I  hear  the  Doctor  say  he  did  not 
"  care  how  it  went,  so  long  as  he  could  bate  Eeough  and  them  blooming 
"  yallow  bellies."  Mr.  Keough  was  a  Wexford  man,  and  after  that  he 
got  every  Wexford  vote.  The  story  was  a  barefaced  lie,  but  it  served 
its  purpose. 

Our  old  friend  Mr.  John  Kent,  who  then  fleshed  his  maiden  sword, 
was  a  very  young  man.  His  address  shows  hew  thoroughly  he  had 
grasped  the  political  situation,  that  there  was  no  finality  about  the 
existing  Legislature ;  it  v/at  merely  a  lever  to  force  greater  concessions 
from  the  British  Government. 

In  his  address  to  the  electors  of  St.  John's, 
4th  September  1832,  he  states  :— 

"  Oarconstitntiunhas,  asyet.onlf  halFdeveloped 
itself  ;  bat  in  that  partial  development,  a  sufficieut 
evidence  is  given  of  the  desire  of  power  to  hedge 
round  its  proroffative  with  a  force  dnctile  to  its  will, 
but  irresponsible  to  the  people.  In  a  connoil  nomi- 
nated by  the  Governor,  composed  of  those  holding 
offices  nnder  Government,  or  expectants  for  place, 
and  in  which  the  loading  intercsta  of  the  conntry 
are  nn represented,  oligarchical  principles  must 
prevail.  The  task  of  prostrating  those  principle?, 
or  of  so  modifying  them  as  to  metke  them  uifeful, 
now  devolves  on  the  people.  .  .  .  Yoar  ex- 
tensive fVanchise,  amounting  almost  to  universal 
nB.  JAMES  SIMMS.  sufFragc,  will  enable  you  to  do  this." 

From  a  portrnit  in  ihr  poucaion  Mr.   Jumes    Simms,    wlio    had    been    a 

merchant,  carrying  on  business  in  St.  John's, 
was  appointed  Attoraey- General  of  JJewfoundland  on  the  2nd  of 
Jauuai-y  l(i20.  Tiie  tii-st  law  officer  of  the  Crown  was  one  of  the 
most  prominent  opponents  of  the  new  Legislature,  and,  as  senior 
member  of  the  Council,  his  conduct  towards  the  Lower  House  was 
moat  overbearing.  Many  of  vm  can  remember  hiin  as  a  handsome, 
gentlemanly  old  man,  very  stiff  in  his  opinions,  and  of  fearless  courage, 
io  his  own  house  hospitable  and  generous.  He  had  a  veiy  high-pilched 
voice,  and  very  slow,  measured  speech,  which  gave  more  point  to  his 
sarcasms.  0nc3,  in  the  Amalgamated  House.  Mr.  Kent  declared  :  "  I  will 
"  attack  Her  Majesty's  Attorney-General."  Simma  rose,  slowly,  to  reply : 
"  I  know  not."  saiil  he,  "  with  whiit  weapon  the  Honourable  Member  will 
"  attack  me,  e."ccept  it  be  with  the  jawbone  of  an  ass." 
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On  the  1st  of  January  1S33,  with  all  due  poinp  and  ceremony,  the 
first  House  of  Assembly  was  opened.     The  newspaper  report  saya  : — 

"  His  Eioellency  the  Governor  left  GoTemment  Houee  a  little  before  two  o'clock, 
ftttonded  bj  Bome  of  the  principal  militory  ofBcera  and  by  his  staff,  and  proceeded 
to  tho  CouFL  House,  at  tbe  doors  of  which  he  was  received  by  a  guard  of  hoaoar, 
and  was  saluted  with  nineteen  guns  from  tho  fort.  Having  been  conducted  to  tho 
door  of  tbe  High  Sheriff's  house,  His  Excellency  was  received  by  tbe  High 
Sheriff  and  the  Sergoant-at-Arms  to  th«  Conncil,  who  led  the  way  to  the  throne, 
Ac.     .     .     ." 

TTie  speech  of  the  Governor  dwelt  at  considerable  length  on  the  new 
era  which  had  arisen  in  the  political  condition  of  the  island,  and  the 
new  responsibilities  imposed  thereby,  concluding  with  the  following 
declaration  of  His  Excellency's  own  sentiments : — 

"  The  experience  of  the  past  will  afford  the  beat  criterion  by  which  to  judge  of 
my  wishes  and  feelings  towards  those  yon  are  here  to  represent.  TJniDflnenced  by 
any  local  pr^udicea,  and  withont  a  single  personal  desire  to  gratify,  I  oan  have 
but  one  object  before  me — their  happineBS  and  prosperity ;  and  I  owure  yon, 
gentlemen,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heact,  that  it  will  be  my  most  anxious  and 
increasing  endeavour  to  co-operate  with  yon  in  every  mensnre  that  can.  best  attain 
thoae  objects,  for  which  the  privilegos  now  about  to  be  enjoyed  have  been  aolicited 
by  the  people,  and  gvacionaly  conceded  to  tbem  Ijy  their  sovereign." 

The  following  members  were  elected  for  the  nine  districts  to  tbe  fiist 
House  of  Assembly  of  Newfoundland  in  1832  : — 
St.  John's  -  -    Patrick  Keough. 

John  Kent. 

Wm.  Thomas- 
Conception  Bay         -    Peter  Brown. 

James  Power. 

Charles  Cozens. 

Robert  Pack. 
Twillingate  and  Fogo    Tbomaa  Beimett. 

The  House  of  Assembly  of  1833  was  the  younge-t  constituent  body 
in  America,  but  it  was  not  one  whit  behind  any  of  them  in  stately  parlia- 
mentary pageant  and  grandiloquent  language.  H.  B.  (Doyle)  in  London 
caricatured  it  as  the  "  Bow-wow  Parliament,"  with  a  big  Newfoundland 
dog  in  wig  and  bands  as  Speaker  putting  the  motion :  "  As  many 
"  as  are  of  that  opinion  say— bow ;  of  the  contrary — wow ;  the 
"  bows  have  it."  The  Clerk  of  tlie  first  House  of  Assembly,  appointed 
by  tlie  Crown,  was  Mr.  E.  M.  Archibald ' ;  he  had  been  admirably  trained 
m  his  father's  office,  and  he  kept  the   Speaker   and   the   new   House 

'E.M.Arthihald,  ntternards  SlrEdwnrd  Nova    Scotia,    Speaker  of     the    House     of 

Archibald,  CodhuI -General  Id  New  York,   a  A»sembly,  and  Bubsequenily  Chief  Justice  el 

*«ry  able  mBSfRas  one  of  the  younger  »0DB  of  C&pe     Bivlou  ;    hi»     sou,     Charlea     Dixon 

the  celebnited  Hon.  8.  G.  W."  Archibald,  the  Archibald,  was  Clerk  of  our  Supreme  Conrt, 

nuMit  diatioeuiiihed  Nova  Scoliaa  of  bis  day,  atid  was  succeeded  iu  thiK  office  by  bis  broibcr 

"■man  with  influence  enough  to  secure   for  EdwarJ,  who  afterwards  became    Altomej- 

oimnelf  the   poiition  of  Attoruey-Ueuerai  ot  General. 


Bonavista 

-    William  Brown. 

Trinity     - 
Ferry  land 
Burin     - 

Porta  ne  Bay 
Placeniia 

-  John  Bingley  Garland 
Robert  Carter. 

Wm.  Hooper. 
Newman  W.  Hoyles. 
Eoger  F.  Sweetman. 

-  John  Hill  Martin. 
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straight  on  all  queetions  of  parliamentary  form ;    his  joumak  arc 
admirably  written. 

The  firat  journal  contains  election   petitions  from  Dr.   Carson  ani 
Hugh  Alexander  Emerson.     The  funner    shows   some   queer  ways  of 


FroTit  a  draicing  bf  B.  B.  [Dt^lf). 


working  a  contest.  It  appears  there  were  at  first  only  four  candidates, 
John  Kent,  William  Thomas,  William  B.  Raw,  and  Patrick  Keough, 
afterwards  the  Doctor  came  forward.  Each  candidate  agreed  to  briDg 
bis  voters  to  the  poll   in  tallies   of  ten;  Carson  alleged  that  Kent  and 


Bt  BomrH,  AMblri, 


Keou-h  bi-oke  this  agreement  by  both  of  them  bringing  forwai-d  two 
fictitious  candidates,  who  crowded  out  his  votei-a  The  Doctor  also 
contended  that  as  Mr.  Keough  had  been  ejnployed  "filling  up  several 
"  places  and  appointments  in  the  court  house  for  the  opening  convenience 
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"  of  the  local  Legislature,  the  aaid  Patrick  Keough  is  therefore  utterly 
"  disqualified  for  being  a  member  of  this  Honourable  House.  Elections 
"  are  fountains  from  whence  flow  the  purity  of  parliaments ;  if  the 
"  sources  are  permitted  to  be  impure  the  accumulated  mas8  will  soon  lie 
"  corrupt."  The  complaint  of  Hugh  Alexander  Emerson,  candidate  for 
Bonavista,  is  all  directed  against  Peter  Le  Uessurier,  the  returning 
officer.     The  House  of  Assembly  dismissed  both  petitions. 

John  Bingley  Garland  was  elected  Speaker,  In  1834  on  the  removal 
of  Mr.  William  Thomas  to  the  Legislative  Council,  ar-1  Garland's  retire- 
ment, William  Carson  was  elected  for  St. 
John's,  and  William  Bickford  Row  for 
Trinity.  There  was  a  sharp  contest  be- 
tween Dr.  Carson  and  Mr.  Tliomas  Bennett 
for  the  speakership ;  Bennett  won. 

The  most  absurd  thing  about  the  con- 
stitution wns  the  creation  of  a  Colonial 
House  of  Lords — the  Legislative  Council, 
It  looked  as  if  it  had  been  formed  on  pur- 
pose to  render  the  whole  machinery  un- 
workable ;  it  consisted  whoily  of  officials. 
The  Governor's  instructions,  besides  direct- 
ing him  to  summon  a  House  of  Assembly, 
commanded  him  also  to  call  together  the        _  ,    -, .   ,i 

B  front  a  port  -ail  in  llie  poiimaloa  qf 

following  persons  appointed  to   be  mem-  «"-  Ji^rrag  cmktsiey. 

hers  (if  His  Majesty's  Council  in  the  Island,  viz. : — 

"The  c^Lief  jnatice  for  the  time  buing,  the  ofBcer  in  command  of  the  laTid 
forces  for  the  time  boing,  the  attomej •general  for  the  time  being,  the  colonial 
secretary  for  the  time  being,  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  Customs  for 
the  time  being,  and  William  Halj,  Esq.  '  With  all  due  and  nsnal  folemnit; '  the 
Governor  was  to  tanse  his  commission  to  'be  read  and  published  before  the 
'  Council,  and  to  administer  to  each  of  the  members  thereof  the  oaths  therein 
.'  required.'  He  was  also  to  communicate  to  the  said  Council  such  of  ihc  instmc- 
tions  vherein  their  advice  and  consent  were  mentioned  to  be  requisite,  and  to 
permit  the  members  to  have  and  enjoy  freedom  nf  debate,  and  vote  in  all  affairs  of 
public  concern  submitted  to  their  consideration  in  council." 

The  two  bodies,  as  might  be  expected,  immediately  disagreed ;  Chief 
Justice  Tucker,  a  Bermudian,  contended  that  the  Assembly  had  no  right 
to  pass  a  Revenue  Bill.  The  matter  was  referred  to  England,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  the  Ministry  supported  the  Lower  House ;  Kichard 
Alexander  Tucker  resigned  his  office,  and  left  the  Colony  in  disgust. 

Chief  Justice  Henry  John  Boulton  succeeded  Mr.  Tucker;  he  had 
been  Attorney- Gen  era!  of  Upper  Canada,^     The  difficulties  between  the 

'  Subsequent   lo  his  diBinissal   from   the      prieoner  during  the  year  IBM  by  a  French 
Chief  JUHticeship  in  1838,  BoiiltoD  returned  to      privateer  callud  the    Grand    Duhc  of  Bei/, 
Toronto,  and  afterwards  represented  Niajrnra,      when  crousing  the   Atlaulic  id  the  Minerca, 
and  also  Korfotk,  in  Parliament.  He  wa«  tHkcn      and  kept  a  prisoner  until  1813  at  Ver.lun. 
I     p.  2729.  E   E 

D,;„zoo.,*^iOOgle 


434  REIGN  OF  WILLIAM  IV. 

House  and  the  Council  were  rendered  much  more  bitter  by  his  ap- 
pointment. He  was  most  overbearing  to  the  Lower  House,  always 
calling  himself — most  improperly— TAe  Speaker}  With  him  iwere 
associated  in  the  Council  Colonel  Sail,  Commandant :  James  Crowdy, 
Colonial  Secretary ;  James  Simms,  Attomey-Genpral ;  the  Collector  of  the 
Customs ;  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  William  Haly.  Next  year  (1834) 
J.  B.  Bland  and  William  Thomas  were  added. 

Carson  and  Kent,  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  kept  up  a  continanl 
quarrel  with  Boulton  and  Simms.     They  fought  over  the  most  trivial 
details.     When  the  lower  branch  styled  themselves  the  Commons  House 
of  Assembly  in  Parliament  ns-sembled,  they  were  ordered  to  strike  oat 
the  word  "  Parliament."     Their  controversies  were  of  the  most  puerile 
character;  each  side  displayed  vile  temper  and  utter  incnpa^aty.     The 
essence  of  politics  is  compromise,  a  principle  that  neither  side  seems  to 
have  understood.    On  the  whole,  the  Council 
were  the  most  cantankerous.     Boulton  had 
undoubted   ability,  but  he   was  the   worst 
possible  selection  for  both  the  Council  and 
the  Bench.    His  views,  both  of  law  and  legis- 
lation, were  most   illiberal ;   as  a   technical 
lawyer  he  was  mostly  right  and  sublimely 
independent,  but   his   harsh   sentences,   his 
indecent  party  spirit,  and  his  pei-sonal  mean- 
ness caused  him  to  be  linted  as  no  one  else 
was  ever  hated  in  this  Colony.     Forbes  and 
Tucker  were  both  able  men.  especially  Forbes; 
they   were   not    only   lenmed,   but,    better 
CHIEF  ji'uncE  BouLios.  still,  tlicy  werc  shrewd  men  of  the  world, 

thoroughly  polished,  couiieoua  gentlemen. 
Apropos  of  Boulton's  character  for  inhospitality,  a  good  story  is  told  by 
Bishop  Strachan,  the  genial  old  Anglicaa  Bishop  of  Toronto.  Boultotii 
in  a  hot  argument  with  a  young  lawyer,  committed  the  unpardonable 
crime  of  stopping  the  bottles  at  the  Bishop's  tabic.  Strachan  stood  it 
for  a  few  minutes  ;  at  last  he  called  out,  in  his  broad  Scotch  :  "Henry 
John,  pass  the  bottles;  ye're  nae  in  yer  own  hoosc  noo,  mon." 

The  fiercest  controversy  lietween  the  two  boflies  was  over  the 
Contingency  Bill  of  the  Lower  House.  These  contingencies  were  swelling 
up  each  session ;  the  Council  tried  to  cut  them  down ;  strictly  speaking 
they  had  no  authority  to  touch  them  at  all.     They  could  throw  out  the 

'  This  shows  BniiltoD  to  hiire   het-a   ■  President,     When  rebuked  by  the  Seoretaiy 

Tery  gmntl-iiiiade<l  niau,  and  eilhcr  ignorant  or  8(ste    for    aeing    the   term   Speaker,  be 

or   presumiDg.    The   preRidiog  officer  iu  all  signed  faimwlf  Henry  Jolm  Boullon  in  foil. 

Colonial  Legislative    Councils   is  styled  the  nith  a  very  small  p.c. 
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Bili,  which  would  include  their  own  chorjres,  but  they  cr.uld  not  amend 
it  The  Council  not  only  refused  to  pass  the  Contingency  Bill,  but  year 
after  year,  also,  threw  out  the  Supply  and  Revenue  Bills.  In  the 
meiuitiuie,  the  Governor  drew  warrants  on  the  Colonial  Tieasury  for 
the  civil  expenses  of  the  Goverainent,  an  extremely  high-handed 
proceeding.  The  quatrel  between  the  House  and  the  Council  was 
inflamed  by  the  press  and  the  mercantile  body.  I  give  two  examples 
of  the  aiiieiiities  of  the  press : — 

"  And  we  believe  a  greater  pack  of  knaves  does  Dot  exist  than  that  nbich 
nompoaos  the  BoQiie  oF  Assembly  for  the  Colonj.  Take  them  fur  all  in  all,  from 
the  Speaker  downwards,  we  do  not  snppose  that  a  greater  set  o(  low-life  and 
lawless  scoundrels  as  Fablic  men  can  be  fonnd  nnder  the  canopj  of  Heaven. 

"  Aa  for  the  arrogant  acoundrelly  House  of  Assembly  with  which  the  conntry  is 
enrsed,  His  Excellency  will  in  this  in»tnnce  dn  well  to.  as  far  as  possible,  wash  his 
tianda  clear  from  it,  and  take  npon  himself  a  judioiona  respon3ibilitj,  in  which  all 
honest  men  nill  bear  him  ont,  And  let  the  Hoase  of  Aiiacmbly  take  any  couri^o 
which  it  may  deem  fit." 

The  men  to  be  pitied  in  all  these  childish  squabbles  were  the  English 
Ministry ;  they  were  worried  to  death  with  long  memorials  from  each 
sid«,  volumes  of  despatches ;  the  Colonial  Jicgi^lature  they  had  called  into 
existence  was  a  veritable  jiolitical  Frankenstein,  that  unceasingly  haunted 
and  disturbed  them. 

Viewing  the  events  between  1833  and  1838 — an  unfortunate  time 
for  the  Colony — we  see  clearly  that  free  institutions  never  had  a  fair 
trial  The  upper  and  mercantile  classes  were  on  the  whole  bitterly 
opposed  to  them;  the  Legislative  Council,  with  Chief  Justice  Boulton 
at  its  head,  was  an  uncompromising  opponent ;  Boulton  brought  his 
powerful  but  narrow  mind  in  antugonism  to  the  Lower  House  on 
all  questions ;  he  was  almost  invariably  wrong  in  his  constitutional 
doctrines,  as  he  was  astray  in  his  decision  about  ser^'ants'  wages 
not  having  a  prior  claim  on  the  fish  and  oil.  As  I  have  shown, 
the  custom  of  giving  the  fishery  servants  the  first  claim  on  the  voyage 
had  existed  in  the  Colony  since  the  fishery  began. 

We  had  also  another  element  that  worked  against  our  infant 
assembly — the  violence  of  the  mob;  this  gave  support  to  all  the 
arguments  of  the  Tory  and  mercantile  party,  and  it  helped  to  kill  out 
some  of  the  very  best  blood  in  the  Colony — the  very  cream  of  the 
most  important  element  in  the  community  —  the  Irish  middle-class 
Liberals  (afterwards  designated  with  the  odious  name  of  "  mad  dogs  "). 
How  these  men  and  their  families  were  insulted,  attacked,  and  many 
driven  from  the  Colony,  is  one  of  the  most  deplorable  chapters  in  our 
political  history.  The  worst  efiect,  however,  of  free  government  was 
the  sectarian  discord  it  produced.  Previous  to  the  introduction  of  the 
Ijeg^lature,   the  community   was   harmonious   and  united ;    for  years 
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afierwiirds  there  was  nothing  but  etrife  and  disDord.  The  House  gave 
a  handle  to  their  oppor<ent6  by  providing  little  jobs  an  1  pickings  for 
t'leir  supporteis  ;  as  their  Contingency  Bills  show,  they  were  not  very 
largo.  The  new  Govemment  was,  after  all,  preferable  to  the  ring  of 
officials. 

In  ihe  politics  of  this  period  the  Koman  Catholic  bishop  always  played 
a  pr'iminent  part.  It  is  told,  as  an  example  of  Bishop  Fleming's  skill  and 
s.igacity,  that  when  a  delegation,  consisting  of  Me.s8rs.  Nugent  and 
O'Bi'ien,  were  sent  to  the  Colonial  Office,  he  suggested  that  the  Hon. 
Tiawreiice  should  always  go  first,  ns  a  very  handsome  Colonial  specimen, 
but,  when  it  came  to  speaking,  Nugfiit,  who  wa<i  a  scholar,  should  do 
tho  work.  At  the  olose  of  his  life.  Bishop  Fleming  deeply  deplored  the 
unhappy  divia'ons  politics  had  produced  in  the  Colony ;  he  held  out  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship  to  all  who  had  been  at  enmity  with  him  ;  his 
friendship  with  Dr.  Carson  was  wami  and  sincere.  On  all  matters, 
both  public  and  private,  his  contidaot,  friend,  and  legal  adviser  was 
Mr.  Wakeham.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  episcopate,  which  extended 
over  the  long  period  of  twenty-one  years,  he  vas  ably  as&isti^d  by 
Dr.  Mullock. 

In  1834  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane  was  rather  suddenly  called  home. 
The  Ministry  seemed  to  have  entertnined  the  idea  that  he  wa.'?  in  some 
way  responsible  for  the  unsatisfactory  slate  of  affairs  in  the  Colony,  It 
is  painful  to  relate  tljat  many  of  those  who  had  been  loud  in  his  praises 
as  the  best  Governor  ever  sent  to  the  Colony,  had  now  t'lmed  against 
liim,  and  loaded  him  with  abuse.  The  conduct  of  the  mob  was  most 
disgraceful.  When  His  Excellency  sailed  for  England  they  hooted,  and 
actually  threw  dirt  at  Sir  Thomas  and  Miss  Cochrane  as  they  passed 
doivn  Cochrane  Street  to  embark  at  the  Queen's  wharf.  Every  respectable 
man  in  the  community,  except  a  few  political  agitators,  regretted  his 
departure,  and  addresses  were  presented  to  him  from  the  leading 
inhabitants  all  over  the  Colony.'  1835  witnessed  the  barbarous  outrage 
on  Mr.  Henry  Winton,  editor  of  the  Pvblic  Ledger.'' 

Captiin  Prescott,  R.N.,  was  sent  out  to  succeed  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane 
in  1834.    Ko  doubt  the  idea  of  the  Ministry  was  that  Sir  Thomas  might 

'  Id   1634  Bu  Act   mu  passed   for  tbe  John  Bojd,  whose  Biillie  Nicnl  Juvie  was 

(^ealion    of     a     Baviofta    bank.      Kewman  coDsider^  bj  good  judetn  tbe  bfM  aioaleur 

W.  lloflea  was  appointed  firet  treasurer  aod  actinfi  ever  seen  either  here   or  elBewhere. 

cushieri  >l  hiKdestb.l'ntrick  Molris  iDcceedi^d  Boyd    was     being     sharpl;    crosa-eiamiDei) 

to  both  poaitioDB.     J.  It.  M.  Cooke,  a  snn-m-  abuul  Winton'e  h:ibit9  in  i>  Jibel  suit.    Winton 

lair  of  Mr.  Hojles,  was  clerk  to  the  bank.  vas  of  rather  a  utunijne  habit,  except  irheo 
under  the  influeiice  of  good   liquor,  which 

'  Hcnr;  Wititon,   on  vhom  this    mo»t  brought  out  all  his  talents.     "  Kow,  air,"  laid 

disgraceful  outrage  was  perpetrated,  was   ■  Mr.  ICmerson.  polDtintt  at  Bojd,  "  did  yon 

man  of  remarkable  iotrepidity,  ati  able  and  never  see  Mr.  Winton  the  wnrso  lor  Itciuor?" 

most  independent  editor,     tie  whs  one  of  a  "  Nae,  nae>"  said  Boyd,  "  nerer.    I  often  »w 

verv  convivial    circle,   irhicb    lucluded  Mr.  him  the  belter  of  it." 
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have  been  too  rig^d  in  bis  views,  and  that,  with  a  new  mon  at  thti 
helm,  matters  might  work  smoother  in  the  distracted  colony.  After  all 
Governor  Cochrane'e  great  services,  he  was  superseded  in  a  discourteous 
aud  shabby  manner ;  his  fitst  intimation  of  the  change  of  government 
was  the  arrival  of  Captain  Pi'escott,  with  a  fresh  commission.  During 
the  new  Governor's  stay,  from  iy34  to  the  summer  of  1840,  the 
political  condition  of  the  Colony  did  not  improve,  the  quarrels  between 
the  Council  and  the  Assembly  were  rather  intensified.     In   1838  an 


From  a  pMatograpk  (y  Sir  T.  !f.  ffBriai,  K.C.M.Q. 

attempt  was  made  to  infuse  a  more  popular  element  into  the  Council ;  it 
ttien  consisted  of  tlie  following  (tlie  Hon.  Patiivk  Morris  was  added  in 
1840):— 

"  Lieut.  Col.  William  Sail,  Commanding  the  troops. 

James  SiinmB,  Attorney- Gen ural. 

Jamea  Crowdj,  Colonial  Senrelary. 

James  Morton  Spearman,  Collector  oE  Castoins. 

John  Dunscombe. 

William  Thomaa. 

John  Baj'ley  Blsiid. 

John  Sinclair. 

Patrick  Morris,  Colonial  Treasurer." 
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The  first  House  of  Assembly  by  s'atute,  en-ifd  in  1836.  TJie 
elections  of  this  year  were  very  liotly  conte-ted  ;  there  were  riots  at 
Harbour  Grace  and  all  around  Conception  Bay,  and  jireat  disturbances 
in  St.  Jolm's,  The  Attomey-Geneml  indicted  a  number  of  per-ons  for 
riot  and  assault ;  six  of  these  were  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly.^ 
Tliere  was  not  a  tittle  of  evidence  to  sustain  the  charges  against  the 
meinber.s,  and  ihey  were  acquitted.  In  the  other  cases,  the  sentences 
parsed  by  Chief  Justice  Eonltou  were  cou'^idei-ed  so  unneces8aril3-  severe 
that  they  were  remitted  by  the  Home  Government  Tlie  roost 
preposterous  jjroceeding  of  all  was  the  disannnlling  of  the  1836  elections, 
on  the  ground  that  one  returned  writ  was  unsealed  *  Both  Bouhon  and 
Attorney -General  Simms  declared  the  flections  invalid.  New  writs  wore 
ordered ;  at  tha  second  contest  the  Conservatives  or  Protestant'^  made 
no  fight,  and  a  very  inferior  set  of  members 
were  returncl,  one  of  thein  being  the  cele- 
brated Tom  Fitz-Gibbon  Moore,  of  Dildo.^ 
Tiie  new  House  contended  for  ils  riglit  t  > 
appoint  its  own  officers.  Mr.  E.  M.  Archibald, 
tlie  clerk,  and  otiier  officials  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  Cri>wn.  The  new  House, 
however,  appointed  its  own  clerk,  Mr.  R.  R. 
Wakeliam.  Between  the  Legislative  Council 
and  the  Assembly  there  was  war  to  the 
knife.  The  Ouuneil  threw  out  Supply,  Re- 
venue,and  Contingi-ncy  Bills ;  as  fa^t  as  the 
Lower  House  enacted  measures  the  Upper 
Houde  annulled  them.     There  was  only  one  From  a»  oU  photograph. 

way  out  of  the  deadlock  :  the  Miuiatei's  at  home  bad  to  be  appealed  to. 

'  One  of  the  parties  indicted  wm  ihe 
Hod.  Patrick  Moiris.  The  only  evidvuco  of 
TJolence  at  the  great  political  meelini  held  at 
Bae  Island  wu  ibat  joung  Mr.  John  Kent 
rode  a  spirited  Mood  horae,  and  a  man  called 
Power  MDg  out  "  Bah."  The  rioting  and 
disturbance  in  Conception  Bay  wai>  diegrace- 
ful.  Ksariy  all  the  election  fights  were 
between  rival  Roman  Caihotic  candiJatea. 
The  Hon.  T.  Talbol,  in  hi»  pamphlet  on 
Newfoundland,  gives  a  (rraphic  de«:riptioa 
of  one  of  these  Bcones.  Some  of  the  Ckin- 
aerratives  who  could  not  bo  frightened  were 
bullied  aod  threatened ;  another  member, 
however,  who  was  e'jI  to  be  intimidated  in 
any  way,  they  paoished  by  setting  fire  to 
.  his  bouse.  Lord  John  Kussell  sharply 
rebuked  Gonmor  Prescott  for  bis  laxity 
ID  not  sending  troops  to  Carbonear  in 
1841).  Hia  Lordship  said  this  ptiice,  Cer- 
bonear,    shoold    be    disfranchised.     Aa  uld 


man  named  Farrell,  who  waa  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  mob,  complained  that "  afier  all 
tbc  murderinit  and  black  uuardiag  be  bad  doiw 
in  these  election'',  be  had  no  berth,  whilit  the 
man  be  put  in  had  a  fat  ofBce,  and  «nu 
siting  and  drinking  the  best  in  the  land." 

'  Id  the  elections  of  IS3e  and  1B37  te 
the  House  of  Assembly  there  was  a  com- 
plete change  \  nearly  all  the  lending  men 
seetn  to  have  retired.  I'eter  Winsor  repkced 
Mr.  CTarter  in  Ferryland ;  Peter  Browp, 
John  McCarthy,  Anthony  W.  Godfrey,  and 
James  Power  were  elected  for  Conceptiaa 
Bay  )  John  V.  Nat;ent  and  Patrick  IMjIa 
were  retnmed  for  Placeniia:  Trinity  was 
represented  by  Tom  Fiti- Gibbon  Moorr, 
Fogo  by  Fdwani  James  Dwjer,  Konadsta 
by  the  Solicitor-General,  Hugh  A.  Emerson, 
Fortane  Bay  by  W.  B.  Bow,  whilst  the  St 
John's  members  were  Dr.  Carson,  John  Kent, 
and  Patrick  Morris. 
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*  Tom  Fiti-Gibbon  Moore  nsed  to  walk 
from  bis  home  to  (he  Assembly  ererf 
teasiuD,  carrying  bis  "nuaoj"  bag  □□  his 
back  !  ft  wild,  eccentric  individual,  be  was  as 
exeited  as  an  Indiao  bravo  over  the  arrest  of 
Judge  Lillj.  Only  one  of  big  many  speecbei 
hs9  come  down  to  us'.  Hit  father  was  a 
soldier,  and  Tom  had  been  a  drummer  in  the 
Navy ;  in  one  of  hia  bmouH  orations  he 
described  himself  "  As  bom  io  the  Glorious 
British  Army,  reared  in  the  Navy,  and 
Musician  under  our  Moit  gracious  Sulor 
King."  A  rival  of  Moore's — Dwyer — was 
the  Hon.  Member  for  Lion's  Den,  Fogo. 

*  A  very  interestiug  sketch  of  the  social 
and  political  history  of  the  Colony  from  1S27 
to  1B35  is  given  in  the  life  of  I'liLILp  Henry 
Gosse  (lSiO-IS88),  the  eminent  naturaliiiC, 
by  his  SOD,  the  well-kuovn  author  and  critic, 
Edmund  Gosre.  It  appears  from  ibis  bio- 
graph;  that  William  Gosse,  an  elder  brother 
(who  survived  until  1393),  went  out  to  Car- 
bouear  in  1622  to  the  old  linu  of  Pack.  Gnsse 
and  Fryer ;  the  youngest  brollier,  fhilip,  later 
on  became  a  clerk  id  the  house  of  Slade, 
Elsou  &  Co.  A  graphic  account  is  given  of 
the  oulfitling.  tallying,  seals,  and  settling  the 
shareman's  accounts,  the  wrangle  over  what 
was  "took  up;"  ail  (he  phases  of  out- 
harbour  life  in  the  thinieH  are  admirably 
told,  Tbe  Brm  had  a  branch  establishment 
at  St.  Mary's,  ruled  by  a  pompoDS  little  West 
counlryman,  John  Hilt   Martin,  one  of  the 


first  members  for  Placentia.  Gosse  was 
packed  off  to  this  out-of-the-wny  place,  so 
we  get  a  description  of  St.  Mary's,  of  Phipard 
and  hia  pretty  daughters,  and  a  very  graphic 
account  of  the  journey  overland  from  Si. 
Mary's  to  Carbooeac  with  Byrne,  prototype 
of  Tom  Kelly,  at  the  Head,  and  other  noted 
country  guides.  Gosse  was  living  at  Car- 
bonoar  when  the  dastardly  Dtlack  was  made 
on  bis  friend  Henry  Winton.  He  mentions 
the  name  of  tbe  surgeon  wbo  cut  olT  Winton's 
ears.  Philip  Henry  Gusse'a  character,  with 
all  i(a  faults  and  foibles.  Is  admirably  por- 
trayed— his  generosity,  his  high  sense  of 
honour,  hia  absorbing  passion  for  natural  his- 
tory, and  bis  rigid  religious  convictions.  In 
these  days  Carbonear  was  the  most  turboleut 
district  in  tbe  colony.  It  ia  not,  therefore, 
to  be  wondered  al  that  <jo(se's  views  of  his 
religious  and  political  opponents  are  aa- 
fitvourable.  A  few  persons  atill  living  in 
Carbonear  and  Harbour  Grace  remember  him, 
his  mania  for  collecting,  his  frieudsbip  with 
the  talented  £)(.  John  family,  the  KIsons,  and 
many  other  Carbonear  worthier,  whose  me- 
mory is  fast  fading  away  from  tbe  present 
generation.  In  1833  P.  H.  Gosse  wrote  and 
copiously  illostrated  a  volume  which  be  entitled 
EntomoiogiaTemt  Ifov^.  This  was  the  earliest 
attempt  luaile  to  describe  Ihe  insects  of  New- 
foundland, but  the  young  naturalist  did  not 
find  a  publisher,  and  bis  work  baa  never  beeu 
printed. 
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APPENDIX  TO   CHAPTER   XIT. 


The  Tariff  and  Contiiigetioj  Bill,  1835. 


THE  TABIFF. 
A  TaUi  ofButUM  upon  Goodi,  Waret,and 
Mtrchandiie  (fixcept  Winei  and  Spiritt) 
mporled    into   ^'eiejaundliuid    tuid  iti 
Depevdenda. 

£.  s.  d. 
Beet  Bod  pork  (wlted)  the  cwt.  -  u  O  9 
Flour.  Ilie  barrel.  Dot  exceeding  in 

weight  196  pounds     -        -        -    0    0    9 
Oatmeal,  the  bnirel,  not  exceeding 

in  weight  SOU  pounds         -        -    0    0    6 
Bread  ot  biscuit,  the  cwt.  -    0    0    9 

Butler,  the  cwt.     -        ■        -        -016 
Klotasies       .....      Fret. 

Salt Free. 

JmplemeDis  and  nuterials  Gt  and 
utcvBsary    for    I  be    fisheries, — 
videlicit,    linea,    twine*,    hook», 
nets  and  seines  -        -        -        -       Free. 
Coin  and  bDllioo   -        -        .        .       Free. 
Apples,  the  twrret        -       -       -006 
Coals,  the  ton       -       -       ■       .006 
Horses,  mare*,  and  geldiogs,  each  -    0  ID    O 
Neat  cattle,  each   -        -        -        -050 

Calve* Free. 

Sheep,  each  -        -        ■        -        -Ol>6 

Hogs,  each 0    0     6 

Lumher,  one  inch  thick,  the  thou- 
sand feet  ■        -        -         -        .010 
Tod  limber,  and  halk,  of  all  kiuda, 

including  scaDtling,  the  ton        -    0    0    6 
Shingles,  tbu  thonsand  -        -004 

Uoodv,  warei,  and  merchatidlte 
(except  wines  and  spirits),  not 
other  wise  eoumerated,  described 
or  charged  with  duly  in  tliis  Act, 
BDil  not  herein  declared  to  be 
duly  free,  for  e'ery  *100  of  the 
true  value  thereof  -  -    S  10    0 

CONTINGEKCIES. 

The  sum  ot  £3,187  17f.  ad.  to  be  applied 
toward)  remtinerating  the  officers  of  the 
J.i'gislature  for  their  services,  and  towards 
defraying  the  contingent  expenses  of  Her 
Majesty's  Council,  and  of  the  Uonae  of 
Assembly,  as  follows : — 

The  clerk  of  Her  Majesty's  Council  for 
his  services,  £100. 

The  master  in  Chancery  attending  Het 
Majesty's  Council,  £100. 

The  usher  of  the  Black   Bod,  for  his 

:e»,  £'/0 


The  assistant  dooi-keeper  and  inessengti 
of  Her  ilnie8ty*s  Council,  £10. 

The  clerk  of  Her  Majesty's  Coancil.  fcr 
preparing  and  superinl ending  the  prmting<f 
the  Joatnals  for  the  present  session,  £25. 

The  clerk  of  Her  Majesty's  Couucil.  to 
defray  the  expetuu  contingent  on  his  office, 
£9  lSf.M. 

Probable  amount  of  printing  and  bindbg 
the  Journals  of  Her  Majesty's  Council  for  tbe 
present  session,  £100. 

'I'he  usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  to  defray 
the  expenses  contingent  on  his  office, 
£11  lat.  lOd. 

Richurd  Perchard,  house-keep sr,  for 
cleaning  the  Council  Boom  the  present  and 
last  sessions,  £10. 

The  librariau  of  ite  Legislature  forsalsrj 
of  one  year  and  a  quarter,  omitted  in  Con- 
tingency Bill  of  Ust  session,  £18  iSa. 

The  librarian  of  the  Legislature  for  soliiy 
of  tbe  current  year,  £15. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Bouse 
of  Assembly,  «:200. 

To  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  ot 
Supply,  towards  defraying  the  charges  uf 
attendance  during  th^  present  session,  at  the 
rate  of  £  I  per  diem,  for  forty-two  days,  tra- 
velling charges,  postages,  and  extra  expCDWS 
of  the  roerahers  of  the  House  of  Assemlilj 
(exclusire  of  the  Speaker)  resident  at  >St. 
John's,  and  in  the  out-ports,  £7A3. 

Tbe  clerk  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
£100. 

Hugh  W.  Hoyks,  Esq.,  for  preparing 
and  superintending  the  printing  <^  ths 
Journals,  £50. 

The  Setjeaul-al-Anns,  forhis  atteodaDce 
during  the  present  session,  £70. 

John  Delantgr,  door-deeper,  for  his  at- 
tendance this  session,  £3S,  and  a  further  sum 
of  £10  for  extra  services. 

David  Walsh,  messenger,  for  bit  it- 
tendance,  £35,  and  a  further  sum  of  £5  ful 
extra  services. 

Philip  Brown,  under  door-keeper,  for  his 
attendai;ce.  £35,  and  a  further  sum  of  £S  let 


,Goosle 


CONTINGENCIES. 


The  Hilicilor  of  the  HouM  of  AsMmblj, 
for  extra  leTTices,  £50. 

ffichard  Uolden,  auistuit  clerk,  Tor  bit 

The  ohumua  of  Supplj  and  FinsDcr, 
for  hii  wrrioe*,  £50 

Alezaoder      H'lver,     for      itationery, 


£32  1. 


9d. 


WilliBm  Firth,  for  coalx,  I5«.  4d. 

William  Freemao,  for  fitting  up  tlie 
Assembly  for  the  present  semion,  £84  ITj.  2d. 

David  Walub,  for  hij  services  a«  special 
messeDger  to  Conception  Buy,  £S. 

BjBD  and  Withera,  for  account  of  Ibe 
LegialMure,  £18  li. 

Stephen  J.  Daniel,  for  itationerj  and 
engrossing,  £3. 

Hubert  R.  Holden,  for  engroasing  peti- 
tions in  1S37,  £10  18*.  4(f. 

The  thainnaa  of  Ibe  Comniitlce  of  Aadit, 

The  proprietor  of  the  Newfoundiaiida', 
for  balance  doe  for  printing  the  journal], 
£S3  9>.  3d. 

The  proprietor  of  the  Netcfovndlander, 
for  printing  the  Journals  oF  the  prescoE 
■essioo.  JillSU. 

The  proprietor  of  the  Palriot  jurnn- 
paper,  tor  the  Keneral  printing  of  the  Hou^e 
of  Assembly  during  the  present  stsiion, 
£279  ISj. 


The  representatireB  of  the  late  llniothf 
Kell7,  for  painting  the  Court  room,  £i  Si.  4d. 

The  arsistant  olerk,  towards  paying  for 
the  newspapers  of  the  Colony,  £T  I8<.  Sif. 

The  reporter  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
£50. 

Tbe  door-keeper,  for  expenses  oonlingeot 
on  bis  office,  73. 

Heniy  Wintnn,  for  stationery,  £1  3s.  Id. 

lUchard  Holdeu,  junior,  for  copying 
since  the  last,  and  daring  the  preiu>Dt,  session, 
£30. 

Robert  B.  Wakeham,  for  office  rent  and 
coals,  £13  10s. 

diehard  Holden,  auiatant  clerk,  for  extra 
services,  £50. 

Ambrose  Shea,  for  binding  the  Journals 
of  tbe  two  last  seseionF,  £19  l<is.  2d. 

The  under  door-keeper  and  the  assistanl 
door-keeper,  to  defray  the  expenBes  ot  cleaning 
tbe  Houae  of  Assembly,  £10. 

And  a  further  sum  of  £50  to  Thomas 
Beck,  l^sq.,  lor  his  Eervices  duriogibe  present 


And  a  further  Bcitn 
clerk  of  the  Houte  of 
defraying  of  law  cbargt 
ibe  House  of  Assembly. 

And  a  further  sui 
Dillon,  Esi].,  for  bis 


ot  £ia 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

REIGN    OF    VICTOHIA. 

1S3J-.8J7. 

1836. — First  geological  siirrey  by  J.  Beela  Juken.  Boaltoo,  C.J.,  removed,  and  Boarne 
appointed.     Gceat  case  of  Kiellj  v.  Carson. 

1839. — Newfoundland  cODHtitutcd  u  separate  see  i  Bishop  Spencer,  first  Anglican  Bishop. 

1S40. — Regular  forlnightl;  sailing  packets  established  betweel 
11.M.S.  Spitfire  first  steamer  to  visit  St.  John's. 

l!j41. — Fauudation  atone  cf  the  Roman  Catholic  cathedral  laid. 

ISIS. — Amalgamated  Assembly  eoustiluted  by  Act  of  Parliament,  first  Presbjteriali 
kirk  eEitablished.  Agricultural  Society  formtd.  Cnplaiu  Fnbvre  and  Mr.  W. 
Tliomat,  i'resident  Chninber  of  Commerce,  appointed  Commissioacrs  on  French 
Fishery  Question. 

1843. — Amalgam  at  Hd  Hvuse  opened  by  tSir  Jobu  Barrey.  Act  for  the  Gucouragemenl  i-f 
Education  passed  by  Uichurd  Barnes. 

1 844.— Edward  Feitd,  D.D.,  appointed  Bishop  of  Newfoundlsud.  The  first  steam  packet, 
the  S.S.  North  Aiufiican,  arrived  in  St.  John's  f>vm  Halifax,  N.S. ;  sixty  hoars' 
passage.     Chief  Justice  Norton,  fitst  Itoman  Catholic  Chief  Justice. 

1646. — Public  meeting  on  S6th  Muy  in  the  Court  House,  St.  John's,  in  famnr  of 
Kesi'ousibte  Guverument ;  petition  seut  to  Queen  and  Parliament.  Terrible  and 
destructive  fire  consumed  (he  (own  on  the  9th  Juue.  Tcemendous  gale  on 
19th  September.     Colonel  Law,  AdmiQiatrator. 

1847. — Sir  Gaspsrd  Lu  Marchant,  Governor.  Chief  Justice  Brady  »ppointed.  Foundalioo 
stone  of  English  Cathedral  of  St.  John  ihe  Baptist  laid  \  also  Colonial  Building 
and  Custom  House,  St.  John's. 

1848. — Firfl  Session  of  Legislature,  after  return  to  ConsLilution  of  IS33,  opened  on 
Ui.'cember  14th  by  SirGuspard  LeMarchunt.  Btdhop  Mullock  arrived  on  Gth  May. 

Free  Kirk  estahlished. 

Ia49. —  Coslonis'  Department  placed  under  control  of  the  loc4il  Government. 

1850.— Death  of  Bishop  Fleming, 

ISJl. — Public  meeting  Co  promote  direct  steam  commnnicatioD  from  St.  John's  to 
England. 
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I85S. — EfT  BaiU!e  Hamilton,  Govarnnr.  F!r»t  etekmer  in  ConceplioD  B»y.  Bod.  J. 
Crowdf,    Admioistratar.     Electric    lelcgnph    ioiroduced    into  St.  John's  hj 

F.  N.  Gisbome.    Terribly  diss-'troue  seal  Ssbeij )  "  Spiiug  of  the  Wadhuna." 

18M. — Beciprocitj  treaty  between  Brilisb  America  and  the  United  SihIbs.  New  York, 
Newfaundlanu,  and  LoadaQ  Telegraph  Companj  incorporated. 

1855. — GoTeraot  Darling.  Keiponsible  GoTernment  introducedi  Hon.  P.  F.  Little  first 
Premier.     Roman  CatLolic  Cathedral  consecrated. 

lPo6.— Direct  at  earn  by  the  Galway  Line.  The  Ainetican  ateaiatr  Jamet  Adger  Mtivci 
in  St.  John's ;  endeavoured  lo  laj  the  cable  across  the  GulF. 

18S7. — Hon.  L.  O'Brien,  Administrator.  Sir  Alexander  Bannerman  aj/poinied  GoveRior. 
The  ADglo-]''Tencli  Convention  about  the  Newfoundland  fiiihery ;  indignation 
meetiDgi',  delegates  sent  to  Canada,  Kora  Scotia,  &c.  Gulf  cable  l^id  by 
S.S.  Propontii. 


On  the  20tli  of  June  1837  begins  the  reign  of  Victoria,  Her  present 
Majesty,  the  noble  Queen  whose  virtues  hnve  won  tlie  hearts  of  nil 
English-speaking  people,  whose  fine  chariictcr  and  statesmanhke  ability 
have  done  so  much  to  quicken  the  loyalty  of  her  sulyects,  to — 

"  Keep  her  tbrono  nashaken  BtitI, 
Broad  based  upon  the  people's  will," 

Her  accession  ushered  in  the  dawn  of  a  happier  era  of  prace  and  mai'- 
velloiis  progress.  To  treat  of  all  the  important  eventa  that  have  oecurreil 
during  the  Victorian  age,  even  in  this  snuill  portion  of  Her  Majesty's 
dominions,  is  quite  beyond  the  space  at  my  disposal.^ 

The  very  first  subject  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  English 
Ministry  in  the  year  of  tlie  Queen's  accessiun  conciming  our  Island 
waa  the  o!d  trouble  and  dispute  between  the  Council  and  Aesembly. 
In  1837  the  House  of  Assembly  sent  home  delegates  on  the  complaints 
against  Chief  Justice  Boulton,  and  respecting  tiie  disputes  between  the 
House  and  the  Council.     The  Assembly  was  represented  by  Dr.  Curson, 

I  Hie  first  Anglican   Biithop  of    New-  ncorued  popniarity  and  all   the   pomps  and 

fonndland,  Aubrey  Georfie  Spencer,  was  ap-  vanities  of  the  world.    To  hiii  opiionenta  he 

pointed  in  IB39 — a  most  amiable  and  podly  seemed  narrow   and   intoletantj   but  to   his 

prelate.    He  founded  the  Theological  College,  admirers,  and  they  now  tmbrace  ibe  whole 

and  laid  the  firi,!  stone  oF  the  Catbedral.    His  Anglican  Churoh,  he  van  the  embndinieot  of 

feeble  health  soon  gave  way  under  the  strain  of  sll  that  is  iainlly  and  holy.     In  social  life  the 

his  arduous  episcopal  labours.    The  eucceseor  Bishop  was  a  delightful  companion,  full  of 

ofBilhop  Spcncerwaslhe  Right  Kev.  Edward  pleesantncsH    and   humour,  a  dear  lover   »f 

Ftild,  our  great  Anglican  prelate,  whose  life  children.      The    marvellous    work    he    per- 

has  been  admirably  written  by  the  Rev.  H.  formed  in   his  great  diocese  >•,  well  known; 

W.  Tucker,  U. A.     A  striking  personality,  his  one  of  the  rei^ults  of  his  powerful  influence 

powerful  influence  changed  the  whole  cbarae-  was  tbc  sub-diiisioa  of  the  Protestant  educa- 

terof  IhcCbnrchandtheclcrgy  in  theColony.  tional  scheme.     With  all  my  admiration  for 

'I'h.e  ministers  bad  alt  belonged  to  the  Evan-  the  great  prelate,  1  cannot  say  that  it  was  a 

gelical  or  Low  Church  type;  one  of  this  Rchiii'l  good  movement;   1  believe  its   influence   in 

IS  now  a  rffra  avit  in  the  diocese.  The  Bishop's  dividing  the  grant,  and  in  giving  many  locali- 

predominant    trait  was  the  true  missionaij  ties  two  poor  schools  in  place   of  one  good 

spirit  J  to  the  service  of  his   Divine  Master  one,  hat  been  very  detrimental  to  the  progress 

he   wat    consecrated,   body  and   soul.      He  of  education  in  the  Colony. 
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P.  Morris,  and  J.  V.  Nugent.     Aa  the  result  of  this  appeil   in   183B. 
the  Queen  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  Appropriation  Bill  by  the 
CounciL     The  Assembly  in  the  main  succeeded ;  both  Houses,  however, 
were  severely   blamed   for   their   discourteous   and   impropei-    conduct 
towards  each  other,  and  were  informed  that  they 
ought    to    show    each   other   proper    cousiileration. 
Tlie  success    of   the    British   Constituiiuo,    as     the 
best  Government  in  the  world,  is  largely  dependent 
on  the   fact  that  it  is  worked   out   by  gentlemen 
and  men  of  honour,  who,  notwithstanding  all   the 
acerbities  of  party,   are  governed  by   the  rults  of 
courtesy  and  propriety.     As  a  result  of  the  appenJ, 
the  Chief  Justice  was  dismissed.     With  all  Boulton's 
faults,  he  was  shabbily  treated  by  the  Home  Govem- 
B»Lvoa,si.joh»-i.        Hicnt.    In  the  first  place  his  appointment  was  an  in- 
judicious one;  he  was  an  extreme  partizaii,a  rigid 
Tory,  and  too  fresh  from  the  heated  political  strife  of  Upper  Canada  to 
suit  the  calm  atmosphere  of  the  Bench ;  in  order  to  make  amends  for 
the  loss  of  the  Attorney-Generalship  of  that  province,  the  Ministry  hiid 
appointed  him  Chief  Justice  of  Newfoundland;  his  pecuniary  loss  ly 
the  change  was  a  very  great  one.     The  popular  attacks  on  Boulton 
were    most    disgraceful    and    unfair.      Tiie   serious   chaiges,   that    his 
judgments  were  biasned  by  his  political  views,  nnd  that  his  decisions 
were  corrupt,  were  all  proved  to  be  untrue.     The  Privy  Council  should 
have  considered  his  anomalous  position  aa  President  of  the  Council  and 
Chief  Justice;    they   were   wholly   incompatible   offices.      Tlieie    was, 
however,  sufficient  evidence  of  hia  piirty  speeches,  his  attendance  at 
political  meetings,  and  of  his  intemperate  and  injudicious  behuviour,  to 
warrant  the  Privy  Council  in  advising  his  removal.     Aa  he  was  made 
the  scapegoat  for  an  unworkable  politic;il  system,  he  should  certainly 
have  been  pensioned,  and  not  cast    adrift  ptnuiless  after  filling  such 
high  office. 

The  advice  of  the  English  Ministers  does  not  seem  to  Lave  been 
acted  on,  for  in  1838  we  find  the  House  and  the  Council  more  seriously 
at  \ariance  than  ever;  this  was  largely  due  to  the  celebrated  case  of 
Kielly  v.  Carson.  On  Tuesday,  7th  August  1838,  Doctor  Kielly  met 
Mr.  John  Kent  on  the  street;  both  weie  very  high-spirited  gentlemen. 
Mr.  Kent  declared  that  Dr.  Kie'ly  had  put  his  fist  up  to  his  face  and 
h  id  then  and  there  threatened  to  pull  his  nose.  This  amounted,  as  any- 
one can  see,  to  an  ordinary  case  of  assault,  and  the  remedy  lay  in 
proceedings  before  the  magistrates  or  the  Supreme  Court ;  that,  how- 
ever, would  Di  t   have   suited   the    insulted   und   impetuous   Kent;  he 
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appealed  to  the  House.'  The  Assembly  sat  with  clo?ed  doors,  and  finally 
decided  to  summon  Dr.  Eielly  to  the  har.  Mr.  Speaker  Carson  informed 
him  that  he  had  been  brought  there  on  a  charge  of  hnviog  Wolated  the 
privileges  of  the  House  by  making  an  attack  on  one  of  their  members. 
The  clerk  was  ordered  to  read  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  matter  with  the  evidence.  The  report  declared  "the 
"  conduct  of  Dr.  Kielly  is  a  grow  brench  of  the  privileges  of  the  House, 
"  and,  if  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed,  would  be  a  sufficient  cause  for 
"  deterring  members  acting  in  the  independent  manner  so  necessaTy  for 


"  a  free  Assembly."  The  doctor  requested  to  be  alJowed  to  produce 
witnesses  on  his  own  behalf;  this  was  refused.  The  Speaker  informed 
him  thnt  his  only  course  was  to  plead  ignorance  of  tlie  privileges  of  tlie 
House,  to  express  regret,  and  to  throw  himself  on  the  clemency  of  the 
Assembly.  Far  from  apologizing,  the  doctor  pointed  his  finger  nt 
Mr.  Kent  who  was  sitting  in  the  House,  and  said  he  was  a  liar  and  a 
coward.  For  this  ebullition  of  temper  Kielly  next  day  sent  a  written 
apology.     When  bi-ought  to  tlie  bar  the  second  time  he  was  ordered  to 

'  John  KenI,  eininined,  said :  "  He  «m  times  and  said, '  he  tad  il  In  him  for  liim,  the 

B  member  for  Ihe  District  of  St.  John's ;  ho  lyiug  puppy,  and  hie  privilepes   should  not 

and    Dr.  Kiellv  bad   roilc    difference,  pro-  protect  him,'  nlludinft  to  cennin  Btalenients 

vi.ked  hy  him  \0t.  Kiellj],  ahoul   12  o'clock  made  by  him  [Mr.  Kent]  in  his  plate  in  the 

that    day.      l>r.   Kielly   had    put    his   hand  House   upon  the  suhject  of  the   St.  Joho'a 

tlcQched  up  to  his  [Mr.  Kenl's]  face  several  Hoi-piial." 
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apologise  in  tlie  following  terms:  "I  exceedingly  regret  that  I  hn^'e 
"  been  guilty  of  any  act  or  expression  which  has  been  considered  by 
"  yoar  Honourable  House  to  be  a  gross  breach  of  its  privileges."     The 
prisoner  refused  to  make  this  apology.     With  the  Conservative  party, 
the   doctor  now    became   the    hero   of   the   hour.^     In   charge   of  tlie 
celebrated  Tommy  Beck,  Peijeant-at-Arms,  with  the  mace,  Dr.  Kielly 
was   marched    down    to    the    prison,    situated     on    the    east    side   of 
Church   Hill   (now   Market  Hoaoe  Hill).      Mr.  Bryan  Robinsoii,^  then 
a    rising    young    barrister,    applied    to    Judge    Lilly    for    a    habeas 
coipus,  on  the  grounds  thiit  the  House 
of    Assembly   had   no   tuch    rights    and 
privileges  as  were  assumed  in  their  late 
extFiioi-dinary  proceedings,  and  that  the 
warrant  for  Kielly's  arrest  was  informal. 
Judge  Lilly*  decided  tliat  the  commit- 
ment  wiis   deficient    in   those   essentials 
necessary  to  constitute  it  legal.     Three 
days  afterwards  his  lordship  delivered  a 
long  and  very  able  judgment. 

The  House  of  Assembly  seem  to  Lave 
completely  lost  their  heads ;  inytead   of 
submitting  to  the  law,  and  thus  setting 
a   good    example,   they   were    guiliy   of 
the   most  outrageous  absurdities.     It  was  the  Wild  W^csterner— Tom 
Fitz-Gibbon  Moore — and  Mr.    Kent  who  proposed  thut  Mr.  Robinson, 
for   taking   up   Dr.    Kielly's   caie,   should   not   be   permitted   to   com- 
municate with  the  House  as  Master  in  Chancery  of  the   Legislative 
Council.*     Another  motion  projiosed  was   that   the   Newfoundlmder's 

'  "Obi  Did  jou  see  Dr.  Kielly,  oh  I  *  TheHoiiee,  coiuiderins  "  IhatB.Robm- 

With  hlf  boriM  DOd  fpurn  aad  styt;  oh."  son,  Esi|.,  Masler  in  ChaD<>erj,  attendKQl  on 

»  Mr.  B.  ltobm«oii  iras  ehBrfre.!  by  John  "*"■   <^'""'=;).    *>}■    eouteinpl..o..3    langu.™ 

O'JUni  and    Edwanl    M..rris    that,    id    bi«  »"'*   ot^rv at lor.   respecting  the   Hoose   of 

Tguincdt  before   the   court  on    the  habeas  A'^*"".?   ""^    the    Men.hcni  thereof,  »d 

co?p.iB    for    Hidlv.    he    had    compai^    the  %^^f   "'i!'!'''  ^Tv"  n  T     ?,  "^.i  *.  ' 

priiilegcs    of   the   Hoi.se    to  tho^  of  the  ""'^"f  one  tdw»r.l\,ellj- for  alleged  dainnps 

Mechani«'B  Society.     He   had   8aid   that  the  "Mr"""'  the  Speaker,  &ch.a  been  ™ity  of 

Hou«,    had    simply  the    power    of    Wmiug  "  B™^  brwch  of  the  privileges  of  th,B  H^.se. 

people  out  that  dUturbed  it.  *^  "°<1  '^?  ^""^  "■  B^h.nson  hemg  an   officer 

'^  "^  of  H.M.  Council,  this  House  cannot  proceed 

'  In  their  address  to  (he  Queen,  thu  House  against  him  for  soch  coDlenipt. 
of  Asiiembly  nude  a  most  unjustitiable  at-  "  Betolved,  Thai  Ibe  baid  Bryan  Robla- 

taek  on  Judge  IJllr.    Thej  spoke  of  him  as  a  son  be  not  admitted  as  the  bearer   of  any 

judge  ivho  had  rendered  himself  conspicuous  mefisagc  to  this  House   until   a  measage  be 

by  publicly  subscribing  to  most  ouirnncous  dispatched  to  H.M.  Cooncil  acquainting  the 

ealuinmcB     on     the    persors    and    political  Council  with  their  resolution." 
chaniclLT  of  the  members ;  Mr.  E.  M.  Arehi-  Two  days  later  the  House  of  A»»emblj 

hiild,  the  Clerk  of  the  Court,  and  Clerk  of  the  came    to    their    senses    and    rescinded    the 

Assembly,   who  assisted    the   judge   in    the  resolution  against  the  obnoxious  Master  in 

preparation    of    the     judgment,    was    also  Chancery.     Of  all  their  absurd   proceadings 

denounced  a*  a  violent  partizan.  this  is  the  most  hauiorous  of  all. 
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proprietors  and  printer  nhonld  be  brought  to  the  Bar  jiyr  publishing 
Judge  Lilly's  judgment.  Those,  however,  w^re  mild  outbreaks  of 
le^iitlative  ioaaiiity  compared  with  their  last  act.  The  Speaker  issued 
his  warrant  to  arreefc  Dr.  Kielly,  who  had  been  discharged  from  custody, 
abo  to  arrest  the  High  Sheriff,  who  had  liberated  him  under  a  judge's 
order,  and,  lastly,  to  arrest  Judge  Lilly.  The  spectacle  was  seen  in  the 
town  of  Tommy  Beck,  with  the  macft,  dragging  a  highly  respected  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  through  the  streets,  with  a  great  mob  hurrahing 
and  following  the  cortege.  After  being  taken  to  tbe  Speaker's  room, 
the  judge  was  confined  in  the  house  of  the  Serjeant-at  Arms.  Governor 
Prescott  immediately  prorogued  the  Legislature,  and  thus  promptly 
and  properly  put  an  end  to  these  undignified  proceedings.  In  the 
autumn  the  case  of  Kielly  v.  Carson  came  up  before  Chief  Justice 
Bourne,  in  the  Central  Circuit  Court,  for  adjudication.  The  decision  of 
the  court  was  reserved  for  the  opinion  of  the  three  judges  in  the 
Supreme  Court.  The  judges  difiered ;  Assistant-Judge  Lilly  decided 
that  the  plea  of  justification,  on  the  ground  of  privilege,  had  not  been 
made  out,  and  that  the  plaintiff  should  Iiave  judgment  on  the  demuirer ; 
Des  Bnrrea,  AJ.,  and  Bourne,  C.J.,  gave  judgment  in  favour  of  the 
defendants.  This  judgment  was  appealed  against  to  the  Privy  Council, 
and  the  final  decision  was  pronounced  as  follows,  on  the  11th  of  January 
1841 ,  by  Chief  Baron  Parke : — "  The  House  of  Assembly  of  Newfoundland 
"  is  a  Local  Legislature  with  every  power  reasonably  necessary  for  the 
"  proper  exercise  of  their  functions  and  duties  ;  but  they  have  not,  what 
"  they  erroneously  f-uppose<l  themselves  to  possess,  the  same  exclusive 
"  privileges  which  the  ancient  law  of  England  has  annexed  to  the 
"  House  of  Parliament."  The  fantastic  tricks  of  our  legislators 
furnished  the  leading  case  on  the  question  of  the  powers  of  colonial 
parliaments ;  Kielly  v.  Carson  established  the  law  on  the  subject  for  nil 
time. 

One  word  more  and  we  have  finished  with  the  legislatures  of  1833 
and  1836  and  the  short-lived  parliament  of  1841.  The  terrible  election 
riot  at  Carbonear,  in  the  autumn  of  1840,  so  disgusted  tlie  British 
Ministry  with  Newfoundland  affairs,  that  Governor  Prescott  was  ordered 
to  dissolve  the  Legislature,  which  he  did  on  the  26th  April  1841,"  and  the 

'  GovBBBOR  Prbscott'h  Speecli  in  Closing  state  of  Kcwfiraadlnnd,  before  which  Coid- 

the  UouEB  or  AwrtiKhT,  mittee  I  aball  have  to  appear,  I  nill  od  ihe 

26tli  Aprin84l.  present  occaeiou  confine  myself  to  tbe  oi- 

"  Mr.  Preaideol  »nd  Hon.  Gentlemen  of  ihe  pressiou    of   nij   regret   thai    sneh   a   pic- 

Conncit.  lie.  Speaker,  and  Genilemen  of  ceedm(t  should    have  becomo   indispeDsably 

the  HouHe  of  .Assembly,  neceswirj  lo  the  tranqnillitj  and  welfiire  of  the 

"  A«  a  Comniitlee  of  the  House  of  Com-  Colony." 

mons  has  been  appointed  to  enquire  iiit')  tbo 
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all  the  ways  to  Outer  Cove,  Middle  Cove,  and  all  the  other  covea 
CoDRtitutioD  was  suspended  from  that  date  until  the  17th  Jenuaiy  1843. 
Id  1842,  under  the  Conservative  ministry  of  Sir  Rohert  Peel,  a  new 
constitution  was  given  to  the  Colony — the  Amalgamated  Legislature 
The  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  pat  with  the  fifteen  elected 
members ;  the  Acts  were  worded,  "  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the 
Governor,  Council,  and  Assembly  in  General  Assenibly  convened."  It 
was  one  of  the  queerest  forms  of  a  statutable  parliament  ever  invented ; 
there  was  an  executive  council,  but  it  did  not  contain  a  single  one  of  the 
popularly  elected  members.  As  usual,  the  whole  patronage  of  the 
Government  wa«  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive. 

In  the  summer  of  1841  Captain  Henry  Prescott,  C.B,,  cetised  to 
govern  us.  He  is  universally 
acknowledged  to  have  been  a 
polished  gentleman,  his  speec'ies 
are  able  and  above  all  com^ise.  but 
the  last  of  the  naval  adnunis- 
trators,  with  all  hia  good  qualities, 
was  neither  a  strong  Governor 
noi-  a  good  diplomatist ;  the  whole 
period  of  his  rule  was  troubled 
with  political  squabbles  and  sectarian 
animosities.  He  disliked  Boulton, 
but  appears  to  have  been  either 
unable  or  unwilling  to  control  him. 
The  dawn  of  a  brightp-v ,  ay,  how- 
ever, was  already  .[.^^'^gi  our 
.IB  u.  pBK«coir.'  old   fi-ieud    Byrne,     -■     t  able   and 

From  a<%  old  photoBTaph.  " 

practical  ot  road  surveyors,  was 
laying  out  the  great  roads  to  Placentia,  the  road  around  Con- 
ception Bay  and  the  Bay  Bulls  line.  Mr.  James  Douglas  and 
Mr.  O'Brien  —  nameH  the  "Colossus  of  roads"  —  were  busy  getting 
all   the  ways   to  Outer   Cove,  Middle  Cove,  and   all  the  other  coves 


»  Admiral  Sir  II.  Vnncott,  G.C.B.  [1783-  several  vcsBele  al  Amniia ;  wm  GoTemor  of 

J87*],  w«B  the  only  Burviving  son  of  Admiral  Newftinodlind  from    1831    lo   I3i*t   tvu  a 

Isaac  FreBcott{who  was  ou  the  Newfound-  Lord  oflhe  Admiralty  during  ihe  later  half 

laodBtBtioD  in  1781)  and  was  bom  at  Kew  of  18*7  and  was  Admiral  Superintendent  of 

Green,  Surrey.    Ho  entered  the  navy  at  the  Portsmouth  Dockyard  from  December  184T 

usual  Bf^e;  was  engaged  in  sciion  willi  four  to    the  end   of   1853.    In   18Ga   he  becaine 

Hhipa   that   escaped   from     Trafalgar;     waa  Admiral  of  the  Blue  and  was  n  niagi5traie  for 

employed  off  Sardinia   from   1808  lo  1810,  Surrey.     He  was  created  a  G.C.B.  in   1869, 

and  took  part  in  the  defence  of  Sicily.     He  (Hni   o/  Ihe    Reign,    IH85,)    Further   full 

w»B  promoted  to  Ihe  rank  of  Captain,  after  deiai's  of  Sir  H.  Prescoii's  early  life  will  be 

dislitiguishiug  himself  in  the  destruction  of  foimd  in  O'Bryne's  Naval  liiogruphy. 
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about  the  capital  improved.  Sir  Bryan,  then  Hr.  Robinson,  waa  also 
what  my  friend  Justice  Harney  would  call  an  enthuitiaatic  "  projector 
"^^  viaducts." 

The  arrival  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  on  tbe  16th  of  September  1841, 
marks  an  important  point  in  onr  history ;  for  the  first  time  the  control 
and  management  of  the  Colony  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  two  able 
politicians,  two  statesmen   of   consummate  tact  and  ability,  Sir  John 
and  his  colleague,  the  Hon,  Jas,  Crowdy,  for  fourteen  years  the  Colonial 
Secretary.     Crowdy  had  been  for  many  years  endeavouring  to  smooth 
over  difficulties  and  to  make  peace,  but  Eoulton  was  too  overbearing, 
arid  the  House  too  ex- 
treme.    From  this  time 
forward  .the      political 
whfsel  ran  smoother. 

Sir  John  had  one 
rather  awkward  habit, 
lie  always  wrote  his 
speeches,  and,  though 
excellent,  they  were 
uncommonly  long.  He 
had  been  known  in  the 
Army  as  "  the  handsome 
Colonel  Harvey " ;  his 
manners  were  the  perfec- 
tion of  co»»*lesy,  nothing 
disturbed  h  ;  ■  In  those 
days  Cassiu  '  tailor 
was  a  great  sporting 
man,  and  prided  himself 
on  his  knowledge  of 
fanning  in  general.     At  **"  "*""  ^*"^'^- 

..  ,  ■      1.         1  From  Benniicaiae't  XeKfoundlaHd. 

the    great    agncultural 
meeting  at  Mount  Pearl, 

when  His  Excellency  made  the  speech  memorable  in  every  history  of 
the  Colony,  the  irate  tailor  came  in  to  complain  of  Murray,  another 
sporting  tailor,  who  insisted  on  judging  a  ploughing  match.  Cassidy, 
very  excited  and  inebriated,  strode  up  to  the  hea«l  of  the  table  where 
His  Excellency  was  being  entertained  by  the  magnates  of  the  land ; 
"  Your  Excellency,"  says  he,  "  is  a  shoemaker  to  be  a  judge  of  a  tailor's 
"  work,  your  Excellency,  or  a  tailor  to  be  a  judge  of  a  shoemnker's  work, 
"  your  Excellency  ? "  With  a  bland  bow.  "  Mr.  Secretary  Templeman," 
/    p.  27B9.  V   S 
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said  Sir  John,  turning  to  that  fat  official,  "  be  good  enough,  sir,  to  take 
"  a  note  of  these  matt  valuable  aujigestiona  of  Mr.  Cassidy." 

The  Amalgamated  House  was  a  makeshift  assembly,  b^it  under  the 
presidency  of  its  admirable  speaker,  Mr.  Crovdy,  it  worked  better  than 
the  former  anaugement ;  there  was  fierce  debate,  scurrility,  and 
vituperation,  but  at  any  rate  tlie  Atts  were  passed,  and  the  public 
service  was  not  embarrassed.  In  the  firet  session  Mr.  Richard  Barnes 
introduced  and  passed  a  valuable  Exlucation  Act,  and  large  grants  were 
made  each  year  <br  roads.  All  the  country  was  prosperous — the  seal 
fishery  had  immensely  increased :  exports  of 
all  kinds  were  veiy  large  ;  in  1840  over  nine 
hundred  thousand  quintali^  of  lisb  and  over 
six  hundred  thousand  seals  rewarded  the 
labours  of  our  harJy  tisherinen ;  taxation  was 
very  light,  the  revenue  for  1810  being  only 
£43,863,  and  the  whole  civil  expenditure 
£39,347 — dear,  delightful  days  of  Arcadian 
simplicity !  when  we  hod  no  debt,  and  port 
wine  was  a  shilling  a  bottle ! 

The  Govemmentfl  of  Captain  Prescott  and 
Sir  John  Harvey  mark  the  pai-ting  of  the 
ways,  the  inteiTegnum  between  the  last  days 
of  thd  cook-room  '  and  the  fisliiiig  ships  and 
the  new  departure. 

The  wonderful  growth  of  the  spring  seal  fishery  just  about  this 
period  completely  changed  tlie  social  habits  of  the  people ;  the  work 
required  for  fitting  out  the  vessels,  building  punts,  repairing  and  strength- 
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'  On  cveiy  large  mercantile  entablisbmenl 
the  cook-room  wan  a  Deuesmrj'  iastitulioii. 
All  llie  planters  and  Mrvante  were  boarded 
and  lodged  on  the  premiseg  during  their  stay 
'd  the  (apital ;  Ihe  men  alept  in  bunks  rangvd 


rouud  the  cook-ron 

m  like  the  berths   Id  a 

»hip  [    generally  an 

ancient  retainer  of  the 

ho.-se,  with  an  as.^is 

ant,  often  a  luan  and  hie 

wife,  linked  tor  all. 

1  have  heard  an  old  Nrnfoundland 
merchant  describe  his  experiences.  When 
he  came  out,  as  a  young  man,  to  the  Colony 
in  IWf,  he  became  great  friends  with 
Mrs.  Dollard,  the  pre«iding  genius  of  ibe  cook- 
room  on  John  Hill  &  Co.'s  preniiaes ;  as  the 
smnllesl  clerk  jii  the  shop  he  had  the  privilege 
of  galling  (he  ends  of  listing  off  the  West  of 
England  cloth,  which  vere  used  to  ranke 
nioccahini ;  he  genormlly  bartered  hia  listing 
with  Mrs.  Dolkrd  tor  sweets— bull 'a-ejes. 

A  great  instil ntion  on  the  merchant's 
premi;cti,  always  called  in  the  vernacular 
"  The   Koom,"  was    the   periodical   serving 


out  of  grog  J  morning,  eleven  o'clock,  noon, 
and  m  the  aflemooD,  all  employed  in  the 
room  had  a  glass  of  rum  i  mi  the  Jerfcy 
and  OD  Newmao'i  place  this  continued  up 
to  my  own  lime.  Various  attempts  were  made 
by  reformers  to  alter  this  practice.  A  niort 
worthy  ^teotehman — Mr.  JohiUDn,  Aimiliarty 
known  as  Wu llie  Johnson  (managing  partner 
of  the  old  firm  of  Itiiine  Johnson)— tried  to 
improve  it  by  watering  the  grog;  he  went 
on  diluting  it  until  he  raised  a  rebellion. 
Mr.  Robert  Job  was  the  Erst  man  to  tnake  a 
firm  stand  against  the  practice ;  he  was 
execrated  at  the  lime,  but  he  stood  steadfast, 
and  lived  to  see  his  example  followed  by  all  his 
brother  merchants.  Mr.  Job  and  his  brother, 
Mr.  Thomas  Job,  were  zealous  promolen  of 
all  civic  improvementB.  Mr.  Robert  Job 
WHS  largely  iuslrumenlal  in  getting  tho  Long 
Bridge,  known  as  Job's  Bridge,  built ;  be  in- 
troduced gas,  and  helped  greatly  to  form  the 
first  Water  Company. 
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ening  the  Bealing  schooners,  kept  masters  and  crews  at  work  all  through 
the  winter ;  what  hod  formerlv  been  a  carnival  of  drinking  and  dancing 
now  became  a  season  of  hard,  laboriuus  toil.^    The  seal  fishery,  besides 


St  Saront,  SnarboroHffh.  Bf  Negrttti  it  Zambra.  Bp  Silvti,  Baftieater. 

altering  social  customs,  largely  increased  the  importance  of  the  out-ports  ; 
the  statistics  of  the  early  part  of  the  centurj'  show  us  that  there  w&i  a 
consideiable  foreign  trade  in  the  Island  outside  of  St.  John's.  Many 
resident  merchemts  carried  on  a  large  business  ia  such  places  as  Trinity, 
Qreenspond,  Twillingate,  Fogo,  Bonavista,  King's  Cove,  Harbour  Grace, 
Carbonear,  Brigus,*  Port  de  Grave,  &c  Some  of  these  men  were 
Catholic  Liberals ;  injured  by  politics,  many  of  them  later  on  left  the' 
Colony,  others  were  ruined.  The  effect  of  the  seal  fishery  was  to  add 
materially  to  the  wealth  of  the  various  settlements  uhere  it  was 
carried  on.  First  of  all  there  was  the  building  of  the  ships,  as  prior  to 
about  the  Forties,  when  the  Conception  Bay  merchants  began  buying  the 
alop-built  vessels  from  the  Provinces,  nearly  every  vessel  in  the  seal 
fishery  was  native  built;  the  crews  lielonged  to  the  place;  in  many 
cases  the  seaU  niso  were  manufactured  into  oil  in  the  same  harbour — 
Twillingate,  Fogo,  Greenspond,  Trinity,  besides  the  Conception  Bay 
ports,  had  vats.     All  this,  as  my  readers  can  readily  understand,  brought 

'  FromMr.  Daniel  Rjati,  of  King's  Cove.  gnat  teal  fisliGry.    In   1844   Mr.  aod   Mrs. 

nnd    from    other  soarcea    of  information,   it  Gilbert  HarriBcn  (brother  of  Mrs.  T.  Kidlej) 

sppean  thmt  sbaremeo  were  alwaj's  clrai  of  were  makins  it  toor  of  tbe  bay,  accompanied 

tervice  bv  SOth  Sepiemher  i  after  that  there  by  Mr.  AddiaoD,  chaplain  to  Biehop  Spencer, 

wai  dancing,  dcinkinf;,  and  otrd-plajing  every  The}'  were  people  of  )(reat  Tefinement  and 

night,  from  house  to  boaee  in  the  out-ports,  culture.     Mr.  Browu  tells  the  story  bow  be 

ofien  ending  in  a  fight;  when  the  HibCToian  took  tbem  over  to  tee  old  Billy  Rabbiis;  of 

clement  was  preseut,  generally  a  fiwtinn  fight.  course  the  "  bn.lte  "  sugar  and  the  hot  water 

On  tbe  first  of  Slay  all   hands  eet  to   work  nnd  spirits  were  immediately  produced,  and  a 

again.     A  large  number  of  English  and  Irish  toai-t  had  to  be  proposed.     "  Bloody  deuks  to 

went  home  every   autumn,   and   returned   in  en,"  said  Billy,  as   he  raised  his  glass.     Ad- 

the  spring;  Jersey  men  always  left.      From  dison  was  homhed.    "  IteuUy.  my  dear  sir,  as 

aliout  1820  the  spring   seal  fishery  changed  a  minister  of  religion,  1   could  nut  drink  to 

all  this.     There  vfas     always,    however,    a  such  a  sanguinary  wish  as  that."     Mr.  Brown 

carnival  of  dancing,  mumming,  and,  of  course,  had  to  explain  it  was  a  cuKlomary  toast  of 

drinking,  from  Christmas  to  Twelfth  day.  *ucoei«  to  the  seal  fishery,  and  homicide  was 

■  Brigns  in  the  Forties,  as  we  can  see  not  intended, 
from  tbe  retunu,  wat  tho  head-quarters  uf  a 
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strength  and  wealth  to  the  out-harhours,  and  noarished  the  growth  of  a 
great  middle  class — the  traders  and  sealing  skippers ;  the  two  occupatione 
were  often  combined.  Enormous  amounts  of  money  were  made  in  those 
.  days.  Steam  completely  changed  the  whole  aspect  of  aflairs.  The  men 
•now  get  much  smaller  shaves  ;  the  big  bills  of  the  Forties  and  the 
Fifties  are  no  longer  earned ;  a  man's  share  to-day  hardly  ever  goes  over 
£8  or  £10,  and  the  great  army  of  sealing  skippeiB  and  great  plaTitc^rs, 
where  are  they  ?  Their  descendants,  the  Ashes,  Dnwea,  Delaneys, 
Blandfords,  Eanen,  Knees,  Jackmans,  Bartletts,  and  others,  are  still  the 


most  skilful  ice  masters,  and  their  crews  of  Newfoundlanders  the  beat 
sealers  in  the  world.  Dundee  has  splendid  sealing  steamers,  but  her  men 
can  never  have  the  same  aptitude  as  ours  for  this  perilous  pursuit. 
The  followintj  anecdote  of  the  late  Mr.  Smith  llackay's,  apropos  of 
copyiiiij  (jumping  from  pan  to  pan  of  ice),  shows  how  much  at  home  the 
Newfoundlander  feels  on  the  ice  floe : — 

"  There  whs  a  CanodiM)  on  board  one  of  our  eealers  who  wbb  veiy  smart  at 
going  on  ibe  ice ;  there  were  also  some  boys  on  half  their  hand  ;  a  gr«Bt  rivalry 
existed  lierwecn  them.  One  day  the  master  called  ont  that  there  were  seals  on  the 
starboard  bon- ;  over  the  side  went  the  Canadian,  followed  by  the  boys  j  there  was  a 
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channel  just  c&nght  over,  which  the  Canadiaa  did  not  see,  and  down  h«  went ;  tu 
he  row  tho  boys,  seven  in  nnmbor,  came  to  the  edge,  and  taccessrallj  copied  orer 
the  Cauadisn's  head  and  shonlders.  Well  might  a  Dundee  captain  exclaim 
'barbaroas! '  when  he  heard  the  storj." 


From  (t  p>ioti>gTaph  bt  WalUr  Snret. 

When  Mr.  Walter  Grieve  sent  the  first  sealing  Rteamer  to  the  ice  it  waa 
a  poor  day  for  Newfoundland.  The  only  consolation  we  can  lay  to  our 
hearts  is  that  steam  was  inevitable  ;  it  was  sure  to  come,  sooner  or  later, 
the  pity  of  it  is  that  it  did  not  come  later.  Politics  and  steam  have  done 
more  than  any  other  cause  to  ruin  the  middle  clasa,  the  well>to-do  dealerit 
thnt  onee  abounded  in  the  out-porta.  Contrast  the  statistics  of  1848 
wiih  1878.     It  waa  a?  bad  for  the  merchants  as  for  the  men. 

Another  aspect  of  onr  trade,  which  is  almost  forgotten  by  the 
present  generation,  was  the  gi'eat  influx  uf  Spanish  vessels  between 
1840  and  1860 ;  the  direct  cause  was  the  Spanish  duty  known  in  the 
Peniasnla  as  "  el  d«trecho  de  la  bandera  " — the  deferential  duty  in  favour 
of  the  Spanish  flag,  amounting  to  over  a  dolUr  a  quintal  For  several 
years  tliere  were  often  sixty  and  seventy  Spanish  vessels  loading  flsh  in 
this  port,  and  a-  large  number  in  Harbour  Grace.  C.  F.  Bennett  &  Co. 
had  thirty-two  in  one  year.  The  most  numerous  at  first  were  our  old 
acquaintances  the  Biscayans;  their  ships,  however,  compared  with  the 
Sptiniards'  from  the  Mediterranean,  were  small  and  poorly  equipped, 
a  great  many  of  them  simply  lu^^rs  of  sixty  and  seventy  tons 
Barcelona,  MaJaga,  and  Valencia  vessels  were  splendid  craft ;  many  of 
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them  wer«  slavers ;  you  could  see  the  ring-bolts  in  the  hold  to  which  Uie 
poor  Afi-icans  were  chained.  Ur.  Henry  Le  Messurier  infonns  me  that 
one  beautiiul  vessel  of  this  class  upset,  and  in  getting  her  up  a  number 
of  secret  places  were  found  in  her  bold.  The  captains  of  these  ships 
nearly  always  brought  gold  Sjianieh  onzas  and  Mexican  dollars  to  pay 
for  their  cargoes,  and  Mr.  Le  Messuiier  s|  eaks  with  gusto  of  the  cart- 
loads of  Spanish  bullion  sent  up  to  the  bank.  Whilst  it  lasted  it  must 
have  been  a  lar^e  source  of  profit  to  the  trade.  For  many  years  these 
Spanish  vessels  carried  avray  between  one  hundred  Hnd  sixty  and  one 
hundred  and  seventy  thousand  quintab)  of  fish.*  The  alteration  of  the 
tariff — doing  away  with  the  preference  given  to  Spaniaids — ended  this 
trade.* 

Under  both  Captain  Frescott  and  Sir  John  Harvey  there  was  great 
activiiry  both  in  agriculture  and  road  making.*  In  IS38  the  first 
geological  survey  was  commenced  under  the  distinguished  J.  Beete 
Jukes,  who  ariived  in  St.  John's  in  Mr.  John  Stuart's  clipper  brig 


'  Id  18S0  tbere  were  leTBDly  Spaniih  iDd 
]'oiitigueae  Tenuis  iu  St.  Jofao's  alone,  agjire- 
g»»in(f  8,67S  Iodbj  Davi)(aled  bj  678  men, 
they  loaded  154,4IS  qtli.  of  cod-finh  and  378 
toDB  of  oil.  Id  the  same  vear  Amencan 
veNBcIa  loaded  16,5B3  qtla.  of  liih ;  a  Germsa 
and  DwMi  vessel  took  300  torn  of  oil  nod 
6,430  flea)  gkioH. 

The  trade  with  Hamburg  in  oil  criii. 
tinued  for  mimj  years  ;  Monns  sent  a;  much 
IU  Si)0  loDK  of  pule  seal  oil  in  a  ;eer  to 
HsiDhurg,  the  (trealest  faclorj  of  adullemtid 
fcocds  ID  the  world,  there  to  be  eoiii'trted  bj 
GermiD  acieQce  and  deiteriij  iolo  the  finest 
quality  of  ■'  Pure  Cod-liver  OH." 

'    POBTUOUESE   FiaillNO   CollPlWT. 

"  Id  1S15,  a  Portuguese  compaDy  vas 
formtd  in  Li«boD,  uoder  the  title  of  the 
Coiupaoiit  Piscarias,  tor  the  proseculioD  of 
the  UaDk  flnheTy ;  the;  aent  to  EDgland  aod 
purchased  seveu  EogUsh  schooDers,  of  about 
100  toDS  each,  aad  shipped  in  DevoDshire,  at 
high  wages,  idsd  who  bad  beeD  accustomed 
to  the  Bank  fishery.    After  beiug  fitted  out  c* 


:,  brand;,  porter,  &c.  (and  fine  feasting 
these  old  Bankera  had),  the  rcsaels  proceeded 
to  Lisbon,  and  on  ariival  there,  an  eijual 
number  of  Portuguese  were  put  on  board,  to 
be  instructed  in  the  method  of  fishing ;  tfaen 
tubiog  in  sardineK  for  bait,  they  proceeded  lo 
the  Banks,  and  when  they  had  completed 
their  first  trip,  they  returned  to  Fsjal,  in  the 
Western  Island*,  where  (hey  landed  their  fish 
and  then  weot  ou  a  second  voyage,  on  (he 
return  from  which  those  who  had  been  su^ce^<s- 
f  ul  landed  the  second  cargo,  and  proceeded  on 
their  third  voyage,  the  catch  of  which  they 


took  green  to  Lisbon,  where  it  was  sold  in  the 
same  condition.  In  Fajal  the  flsh  was  taker,  m 
waggons  to  the  tope  of  the  monntaiD*,  when 
flakes  had  been  previously  made,  covtred 
with  boards,  as  a  serevD  to  protect  the  EA 
from  the  scorching  rays  of  the  bud,  and  it 
was  there  cured  by  the  winds  and  heats,  which 
in  those  climates  are  very  drying,  ai>d  when 
cured  the  fish  was  thence  exported  lo 
Portugal,  where  it  is  admitted  at  a  noniinai 
duty.  At  the  end  of  the  season  the 
Englishmen  so  employed  were  discharged 
and  sent  home,  the  Portuguese  havmg 
that  obtained  fn»n  them  all  tlie  Ijtforma- 
tion  they  required  (they  now  fish  with 
bultows)  ;  the  Company,  however,  is  iM  in 
a  flonrisljing  state,  having  laboor^  nndet 
many  disadvantages.  So  ignorant  were  man; 
of  the  Directors,  at  the  time  the  Company  was 
formed,  that  at  one  of  their  meetings,  the  Vice- 
PreBident  proposed  drying  the  fish  on  the 
Banks  1  Their  Government,  I  believe,  have 
made  overtures  to  Great  Britain  to  lake  off  • 
portion  of  the  heavy  duties  they  now  impose 
upon  our  fish,  on  condition  of  having  granted 
a  portion  of  the  Newfoundland  coast,  (or 
them  to  form  a  settlement  for  Ihecnreof  fishi 
if  such  is  the  case,  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment not  having  the  means  of  granting 
bounties,  it  would  he  wise  policy  in  Great 
Britain  to  accede  to  the  proposal,  as  the 
cotisumption  is  much  curtailed  tiy  the  hi^ 
prices  the  consumers  have  to  pay,  the  dntits 
being  in  many  iDstaDces  more  than  the  price 
we  obtain  for  the  fish  itself,  and  the  qnantily 
consumed  would  increase  in  acteaterralio  than 
Ibediflerenceof  quaolilv  the  PottngueM  would 
CBIch."'— (W'jlHRBM's  Lecture,  pp.  17,  IB.) 

»  In    two    years,   18.S7    and    1838,   tba 
Legislature  voted  f  175,OUU  for  roada. 
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Diana,  in  company  with  the  celebrated  Plantagenet  Harrison.    Two 
very  important  elemeDtH  iu  tho  coDimercial  life  of  the  Colony — a  hank^ 
and    regular    postal    communicaticm    with   Halifax — were   established 
doling  this  period.     The  hnt  uteamer  to 
visit  our   waters   was    H.M.S.   Spitfire,  a 
paddle   8tei)mer,   id    1840;    she    put   into 
St.   John's    with    a    detachment    for    the 
Boyal    Newfoundland    Company.      J.    B. 
Jukes   returned   to   England   in    her.     In 
1842   the  steamship   John    McAdam,   ar- 
rived,   and    several    pleasure    trips   were 
made  to  Trinity  and  Conception  Bay,  and 
duly   astonished    the    natives.      By    1844 
we  had  a  regular  packet  steamer  plying 
between    St.    John's    and    Halifax,    Nova 
Scotia;  most  of  ua  can  i-emnmber  ihe  ex- 
citement  caused    in   the   town   when    the  ,.  b.  jdeu. 
Kortk  American,  with  her  huge  walking                rmm  am  ngnti^B. 
beam    and    a    figure-head    of    an    Indian 

painted  white,  first  came  into  Mr.  Matthew  Stewart's  wharf;  she  had 
made  a  wonderful  passage  of  sixty  hours  from  Halifax,  and  her  captain, 


Kichard  Meagher,  was  duly  congratulated  on  his  remarkable  voyage. 
From  this  time  forward  the  sailing  packets  which  had  been  run  by 

'The  Bank  of    Brilish  NoMh   America  rated,  Ihe  cspitnl  wn.i  £50,000,  half  paid  up. 

cummenced      hmtmctB      about      1636.     Mr.  'I'hu    follaivn^    were     ihu    priDfipal    share - 

Aadrew  Milroy,   father   of  Udy    Thorbiim.  hutders :  Chark"  K.ii  Benneli,  William  Bick- 

wan  iha  firul iiianaeet-     Pof  many  yeani  ihey  ford  Row,  I^flwrente  O'Brien,  Kobert  Prows,'. 

nirriel  OD    biumeaa    in   Tohin  ii     Building,  George  U,  Duaicombe,  Richard  Borneo,  Jnlin 

Waler  Streirl,  below  Mr.    Stolt'si  for  tome  J>illoo,  John   Kent,   Ki.^hard  (I'Dwyvr,  Jnhii 

Tctsson    the  Lepsiatur^    refunoil  for  i^everal  I'.   Muliiiwnfy,    llobert    Roberts   Wakchaiii, 

;!•««  lo  gr«ni  the  bink  a  chnrti-r.     [n  April  lAwrettce  MHCcnssey,  James  B,   Wood,  Jiilm 

ltl41  ibe   Newfoundland  lUok  «u  incnrpo-  Stunrt,    Edward    Kielley,    Tboina;    Ridluy, 
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Bland  Sb  Tobin  were  discarded,  and  we  liave  had  continuous  steam 
communiciition  ever  since.  The  service  for  many  years  was  carried  out 
by  Cunard  &  Co.,  in  conjunction  with  their  Liverpool  line,  and,  though 
seveial  vt- esels  were  lost,  it  was  maintained  very  efficiently  by  the  well- 
known  Captain  Corbin,  and  afterwards  by  the  dashing  Guildlbrd,  two  as 
fine  seaoien  a^  ever  trod  a  deck, 

The  Amalgamated  House'  lasted  all  through  Sir  John  Harvey's 
admiDisttUtion  ;  it  worked  far  more  harmoniously  than  the  first  House ; 
a  glauce  at  its  composition  will  show  us  that  it  contained  nearly  all 


the  best  and  ablest  men  in  the  Colony.  In  the  memorable  year  of 
the  fire  (1846),  an  agitation  was  Bet  on  foot  to  obtain  responsible 
government ;   it  was   not   entirely   successful,   but  in    1848,  when  the 


William  Wnlnh,  BDd  Cbarles  Loashlan.  The 
money  nw  relumed  to  the  aharchoWers. 
The  wry  eiJBtence  of  Ihe  new  concern 
prohshly  ipfluenccd  Che  eifieting  bank,  and 
made  it  discount  ivitb  more  liberuKly  uiJ  \en 
fdvouriliam,  and  the  raison  d'ftre  for  the 
NewlbundlBud  Bank  ceased.  .  ,  .  Nearly 
the  same  proprierors  fouDded,  ia  ISM,  the 
Union  Bank  of  NewfuuDdland ;  the  siiccew 
of  this  imtlituUon  was  due,  in  the  firsl  plaoe, 
lu  the  able  mannf^ment  of  Mr.  J.  W,  Smilh, 
uiana^r.  carried  out  afterwards  by  hin  auo- 
cessor,  Mr  Goldie.  The  Commercial  Bank 
was  eslablighed  in  1857;  the  flrat  mana^r 
wa?  Mr.  B.  Brown,  under  vboso  caKfVil  ad- 


ministratiou  tbe  bank  was  a  marked  mcMM- 
He  was  KUGceeded  bj  Mr.  Henry  Cooke. 

I  The  last  »e™ion  of  the  House  of 
Aslembly,  under  the  flrat  cnnititution,  n« 
closed  by  Coienior  PreKolt  on  the  B6lh 
April  1841,  His  Excellency  making  the 
shorleKt  ppeecb  on  our  parliamentary  records, 
the  connlittition  beinf;  suKpended  until  184!, 
when  an  election  «»  held  on  tbe  lOlfa  De- 
remher  of  that  year.  Sir  John  Harrey  opened 
the  new  Lejirislatiire,  the  Amatpainated  Home, 
on  the  I4lh  Jannarj  1843  irith  tbe  longe«t 
speech  on  record. 

The  House  consisted  of  the  10  followinjt 
members  sppoialed  by  the  Crown  ; — Hon.  J. 


ivGooole 


THE  GBEAT  FIRE.  «7 

world  was  a^tated  witb  revolution,  and  crowns  were  falling  in  a 
veiy  promiscuoas  mtumer  all  over  Europe,  our  original  constituUon 
of  Queen,  Lords  and  Commons,  was  restored  to  us.  I  should  have 
mentioned  that  Chief  Justice  Boultoa  was  succeeded  in  1838  by 
John  Gervose  Hutchinson  Bourne ;  he  was  a  scbular,  a  Fellow  of 
Magdalen,  Oxford,  and  an  able  lawyer.  He  was,  however,  unfortu- 
nately cursed  with  a  violent  temper;  at  the  bar  be  waa  uniformly 
favourable  to  Mr.  George  Henry  Emerson  and  antagonistic  to  Mr. 
Bobinson  (afterwards  Sir  Biy an).*  Many  stories  are  told  of  Bourne's 
temper  ;  the  best  one  I  know  is  in  connexion  with  the  crier  of  the 
court,  Lambert.  The  old  man  was  helping  the  chief  with  his  gown,  the 
eleeve  was  inside  out,  and  Bourne  could  not  get  his  arm  through  ;  in  his 
wrath  he  swore, "  The  devil's  in  the  gown  " ;  old  Lambert,  who  was  getting 
the  sleeve  right,  said,  quite  innocently,  "  Not  yet,  my  Lord,  not  yet,"  Sir 
John  Harvey  dismissed  the  Chief  Justice  in  1844  ;  he  was  succeeded  by 
Thomas  Norton,  a  mo.'it  accomplished  Irish  gentleman,  who  had  been  sent 
out  as  assistant  judge  to  Demerara.*  Norton  was  the  fii^t  Roman  Catholic 
Chief  Justice ;  he  was  a  universal  favourite,  an  able,  impartial  judge,  a 
most  humorous  and  fascinating  companion  off  the  Btnch;  he  only  re- 
maned in  Newfoundland  a  few  years ;  he  loved  gay  society,  and  had 
most  influential  friends  to  promote  his  advancement. 

During  the  Governorship  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  St.  John's  was 
devastated  by  the  "  Great  Fire  " ;  what  the  Hejira  is  to  the  Mussulman, 
the  9th  of  June  1846  was  to  Newfoundlanders,  a  date  constantly 
referred  to.  The  previous  year,  1845,  had  been  remarkable  for  tiie 
disastrous  fire  at  Quebec,  and  a  month  later  the  terrible  conflagration  at 
St.  John,  New  Brunswick.    St.  John's,  to  its  honour,  hod  contributed 

SuimK,  Attornej^General;  Hon.  Jw.  Crowd;, 

CoIodUI    Secreinrr  i    Uonbles.    Jdo.    Uud>^ 

conibe,   Wm.  Thomn*,   P.   Morris,  Colonial  Hum 

Treasurer,  W.  B.  Bow,  Ju.  Tobin,  Jo.  Noad,  ■  Chief    Jaslice    Bourne    ww    teiribljt 

Sunre;or-G«tieral,  0.  F.  Bennett,  Jno.  Kent.  •ntacoaiatic  to  Mr.  Kobinmn,  who  petiijooed 

The  IS  members  elected  n-ere  ; —  (he  imperial  GoTemment  agaitigt  bim.    Tbo 

For  Sl  John's  :  Ur.  Carson,  L.  O'Brien,  Chief  Juxtice  then  made  clurgea  BgHinst  tti« 

J.  V.  NugeDt.  Colonial  Secretary,  Mr.  Crowd/,  and  tjir  John 

Conception   Bay ;    Thos.    Bidley,  John  Harvey ;  his  complaints   were   shown   to   be 

MUDD,  J.  L.  rrendergaM,  U.  HanraboD.  unfounded,  and  he  was  quietly  remoTed.     He 

Trinity  ;  Richard  Barnes.  was  a  man  of  ability  and  learoiiig,  but  bis 

BonaTista  ;   Bobt  Carter.  ungottmable  temper  utterly  unfitted  bim  for 

Fenyland ;  T.  Olen.  a    position     requiring    calmness    and   cool 

Vlaceniia  i  Jno.  DilloD,  Simoo  Monrlg.  judgment. 

F<aiuiw  Bay  .  B.  Robinson.  '  Chief  Justice  Norton  wa«  an  iotimate 

F(^ :  J.  SWe.  coDviTial  friend  of  Sir  Alexander  Cuckbnru. 

In   1816  there  were  three   sessions,  and  One  day  on  circuit  Cocktinrn  sent  him  a  note, 

mcmben  aad  officer!  got  three  scBsions'  pay ;  "  Master  in  Lunacy  dead  g  will  this  suit  jour 

H.  \V.  Hoylei,  Solicitor  to  the  House.    In  book.Tom  r"  NonoDani>»erodatonce,"¥our 

June   1S46,   owing  to   the  absence   of   Mr.  servant  Tom  will  accept  Ibis  ctumb  that  falU 

bpeaker  Crowdy,  Mr.  Kent  was  appointed  from  ;oiu  I>oid*bip'a  table." 
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liberally  to  the  sntTerers  by  both  calamities.  Our  fire  was  the  most 
disastrous  of  all ;  it  began  in  Ha'rjlin  the  cabinet  maker's  f=hop,  about 
8  a-m.,  and  by  niglitfall  it  hiid  destroyed  the  city ;  the  suburbs,  then 
very  unimportant,  were  left;  by  sundown  nothing  bat  a  forest  of 
chimneys  remaine:!  to  mark  the  eite  of  our  flourishing  tn-wn.  The 
citizens  and  the  fiie  brigade  worked  manfully ;  Sir  John,  Major  Robe, 
Colonel  Law,  a;id  the  military  were  untiring  in  their  exei'tions ; 
His  Excellency  was  everywhera  An  attempt  was  made  at  Messra. 
E,  &  N,  Stabb's,  now  Blair's  premises,  to  blow  up  (he  comer  building, 
and  thus  make  a  break.  One  artilleryman  and  two  citizens  were  killed ; 
many  had  narrow  eseapoa  By  mid-day  the  heat  of  the  tire  becanae  so 
intense  that  no  one  could  do  anything.  The  conflagration  reached  every- 
where ;  the  beautiful  new  convent  at  the  head  of  Long's  Hill,  far  aivay 
fi*om  the  flames,  was  (Iest'x>yed  by  sparks  carried  by  the  high  wind ; 
when  the  huge  wooden  building,  St.  John's  Church,  caught,  the  heat 
to  leeward  became  overpowering.  With  the  burning  of  the  many 
sulistantial  wooden  buildings  and  seal  vats  on  Water  Street,  and  wilh 
several  ships  on  fire  in  the  harbour,  it  seems  now  almost  miraculous  that 
the  south  side  escaped.  Out  of  sixty  large  mercantile  warehouses, 
Newman's  old  premises  at  River  alone  remained.^ 


itiewfonndlander,  June 
"  The  firo    broke    out  a 
Turaday,  9th    Ji 


fi.) 


ia4fl,  in  tbe  «hi>p  of 
Uamtiii  the  cabinet  maker,  in  Georfce  Street, 
oft  Qaeen  Street,  Bnd  wag  caused  by  tbe 
OTerboilin)[«f  aglue-pot.  The  fire  immediately 
commanicBted  to  Qut^n  Street,  and  in  a  abort 
time  tbe  whole  collection  of  stone  and  wooden 
house*  in  the  locality  were  on  fira.  IE  wu 
hoped  that  a  stand  might  be  made  at  the 
corner  of  Queen  Street  and  Water  Street, 
but  Ihe  fire  apread  on,  connumiog  Mesgrs. 
MogenKm'H.  Stewnrt's,  aod  C.  F.  Benncti's 
preiniBe*  ;  it  was  pf''pped  bv  an  hemic  effort 
at  Newman's  premiee».  River  Head.  The 
wind  began  10  blow  from  the  westward.  Tbe 
terrified  cry  now  aro^e  that  Bennett's  and 
Stewart's  oil  rats  were  on  fire  ;  at  that  sound 
d^pair  seized  on  every  mind  and  paralysfd 
every  nerve ;  it  was  then  seen  that  the  tots) 
iliilatioD  of   tbe  Town  was  inevitable,  1     ' 


entire  laojfe  of  wooden  dwellings  at  tbe 
opposite  side.    Tie  next  suites  of  buildings  at 

both  sides  were  soon  eoTeloped,  and  tbe  fire, 
now  rendered  all  powerflil  by  the  immeDse 
quantities  of  oil  and  combustible  materials  of 


these 


e  of  c. 


.    thai 


e  defii'S 


description.  Sir  John  Harrey  ordered  Mr 
Stabb's  house  (O'l)wyer's  comer)  to  be  blnnn 
up.  Tbe  break,  however,  wm  not  of  sufficient 
extent,  and  the  wind,  which  was  strong  at  tin>t, 
seemed  to  net  here  with  redoubled  violenee, 
hurrying  on  tbe  flames  with  frorful  rapidity 
to  the  hack  of  Stone  Buildings,  commencing 
with  Mr.  Pierce  Grace's  hou!«,  and  ending 
with  Messrs.  McBtide   and   Kerr's,  and  the 


iriptic 


1  which  it  had 


with  which  it  had  been  fed.  hastened  on  tbe 
work  of  destruction  with  inconceivable 
rapidity,  laiin^  waste  conipletelj  every 
erection  at  both  sides,  stone  and  wood  without 
distinction,  as  f«r  as  Ihe  break  at  Mvsirs. 
Doufclns  &  Go's.  The  Custom  Bouse  next 
took  fire,  and  lured  the  Bames  forward  tp 
McBFrs.  Gill's  premliieB  ;  hence  (bey  extended 
rapidly  along,  consuming  eveiythiug  inter- 
tnediate to  the  premises  ofMessrs.  KotnnsOD, 
Brooking  &.  Co.  These  fine  buildings  wer« 
soon  involved,  and  the  nivages  continued  Hith 
unabated  violtnce  even  to  the  premitel  of 
Messrs.  Parker  and  Gleeson,  at  Ihe  extreme 
end  of  Mngotty  Cove,  after  the  consumption 
of  which,  it  might  with  truth  be  said,  ihe  fire 
died  out  from  tbe  ntlemess  of  eibaustion. 
having  left  nothing  to  sustain  it,  and  having 
laid  the  rotire  way  for  more  ibao  a  mile  in 
extent  a  barren  waste,  its  two  principal  strttrta. 
The  loss  of  life,  if  the  extent  of  ihe  havoc 
be  remembered,  is  inconsiderable  ;  we  believe 
there  were  but  tbret; — one  artilleryman  and 
two  civilians — who  met  death  on  this  occosioa. 
The  pnbtic  builuings  consumed  were,  besidw 
Ihe  Custom  House  above  mentioned,  Ihe 
beautiful  conveul  of  Ihe  Presentation  Nuns, 
aud  schoolroom  opposite,  St.  John's  Church, 
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Kot  on«  of  us  who  witnesBed  tlie  terrm^  of  tbat  awfbl  fire  vill  ever 
foi^  the  9th  of  June  1846.  The  weather  was  fortunafcfly  warro, 
otherwise  the  misery  of  the  pior  families  who  were  huddled  together  on 
the  Barrens  for  the  first  night  or  two  would   have  b«en  Btill  greater ; 


with  military  promptness,  tents  were  provided  for  their  shelter,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  very  short  time  long  lines  of  wo* den  sheds  were  erected, 
called  "  the  camps."     The  leading  men  in  St.  Juhn's  showed  great  t.pir!t 


ibe  Court  Hoase  ami  JhU,  (be  Ibeatre,  the 
Commercial  Buildings,  tbe  Bank  of  Britiith 
North  America,  the  Colooial  Treat urer'n 
OfScp,  aad  SaviDgi  Bank.  Th«  public 
■uoiieyg  fortDiiately  vera  all  saved  and 
d>po«itei  ID  GoTernmenl  Hr>u»e.  Tbe 
Roouin  Catholie  Chapel,  the  Orphan  Agjium 
School,  the  Native  Hall,  and  Ibe  Factory  were 
immediatclj  throwa  open  for  tbe  ahelter  of 
the  many  boiueloB  and  desttlute  of  our 
fellow  craataren,  who  had  been  in  tbe  short 
npace  of  a  few  hours  deprived  of  their  homes 
and  means  of  subsititeoce. 

"  Wii  cunuot  •peak  in  Ion  high  terms  of 
praise  of  the  conduul  of  His  Excrllcncj-  Sir 
John  Harvey  in  ihese  nieluDoboly  circuni- 
■taaeeB.    He  wui  to  be  seen  during  the  daj 


in  the  midst  of  Ihe  sc-ue  of  horror,  aiding  the 
people  by  the  suegestions  of  a  snperior 
judgment  and  experience,  connBelling  aguost 
tbe  commiisioD  of  irrctriersbte  errora,  and 
evincing  all  that  sympathy  for  the  afflicted 
wbich  is  so  strikingly  characteriolic  oF  hii 
huuiane  and  tender  heart.  To  Llent.-Col. 
Law  and  M.  A.  Roba  and  eveiy  officer  nf 
the  garrison  we  feel  an  expression  of  public 
thankfulness  is  a  just  debl.  Their  aclicns 
fere  judiciously  directed,  and  most  eneriietie- 
ally  uontinned,  and  the  tioops  under  their  ciim- 
maiid  have  ably  sustaineil  ihohigh  churactet 
Ihey  had  achieved  on  roaoy  and  similar 
occai'ions  of  public  distress. 

"  Tbe  Srr  ilestroy eil  the  premise;!  of  Mesti  s. 
UouDsell,  Schenk   &   Hoonsell,   Slabb  liow. 
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Mii  alacrity  in  taking  meaaures  to  relieve  the  distressed,  and  to  re- 
construct the  town.  The  very  next  morning  some  of  the  citizens  %pere 
at  woik  excavating  amongst  the  ruins  of  their  dwellings,  and  pieparing 
to  erect  temporary  sheds ;  tliousands  were  ruined,  hut  everywhere  there 
was  a  hopeful,  detevmiaed  spirit  that  St.  John's  should  rise  again.  Sir 
John  and  his  advisers  acted  with  great  promptitude  and  good  judgment ; 
RD  admirable  relief  committee  was  appointed  ;  property  was  carefniiy 
guarded  by  the  military.  On  the  very  nest  day  His  Excellency- 
adopted  measures  to  meet  tlie  pressing  emergency  of  the  »ituat:on. 
Pedley  says: — 

"  He  isBoed  a  proolamation  conreiiing  the  local  legialatnre  to  meet  in  six  dajs. 
Be  laid  an  embargo  for  a  limited  period  on  the  exportation  of  provisions.  He 
nddreBied  a  oircalar  lett«r  to  the  Qovernor-general  and  the  liontenani-goTernon 
of  all  the  Britisli  Americim  oolonieB,  and  the  British  consaU  at  Boston  and  New 
York,  making  known  the  deplorable  disaeteT  and  the  immediate  vants  arising 
from  it.  He  antboriaed  tl)e  chartodng  oF  two  Teseela,  one  to  Halifax  and  one  to 
New  York,  for  provieiona.  Laatlj,  he  called  a  meeting,  held  on  the  lOth,  at  which 
he  presided,  of  all  the  beads  of  the  mercantile  eatablishments,  as  well  as  of  tbe 
principal  inhabitants,  the  clergy,  judges,  and  officers  of  the  GoTeriunent.  One  of 
the  reaolations  passed  at  tbe  pnblio  meeting  deaervee  to  be  recorded,  as  evincing 
the  strong  brave  heart  of  the  citizens  amidst  the  still  smonldering  embers  of  the  fell 
ruin  which  had  suddenly  come  upon  them  : — 

"  '  Resolved  :  That  this  meeting  is  aware  that  the  well-established  credit  and 
stability  of  tbe  trade  of  St.  John's,  oonpled  with  the  natural  and  inexhaustible 
resonrces  of  its  fisheries,  will  speedilj  enable  it  to  recover  its  usual  current,  bnt 
that  in  the  meantime  it  is  necessary  that  publicity  should  be  given  to  the  demand 
for  proTisions  and  bnilding  materials  which  at  present  exists  in  this  market.' 

"Great  sympathy  was  displayed,  accompanied  by  a  bounteous  liberality, 
towards  the  inhabitants  of  St.  John's  suRering  under  sncb  a  fearfta.1  calamity,  iu 
the  neighbouring  colonies  and  in  the  United  Kingdom.  Halifax  was  the  first  lo 
exhibit  its  practical  charity.  At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  held  the  day  after  the 
news  an-ired,  a  sabecription  was  commenced  which  in  a  very  short  time  reached 
£1,500.  This  moniBcent  contribution  was  expended  in  provisions,  which  were 
forwarded  by  the  steamer,  and  was  in  addition  to  £1,000  transmitted  in  specie  by 
the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia.  Prince  Edward's  Island  also  forwarded  a  large 
sam,  as  did  also  tbe  towns  of  St.  John  and  Fredricton.  Tbe  Government  of 
Canada  sent  £2.000,  and  the  citizens  of  Quebec  subscribed  even  a  larger  sum  for 
tbe  same  otgect.  Tbe  news  arrived  in  England  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Gladstone 
was  holding  the  o£Soe  of  Colonial  Secretary  only  until  the  appointment  of  his 

and  Holmwood,  Williain  Oricve  &  Co.,  Wilson  Snml.  Madge,  Warren  Bros.,  Bnine  Johnston 

&    Meyoell,    Koben    Aliop  &    Co.,   Benoie  h  Co.,  Edward  Smith,  Wilson  &  Co.,  Jamtt 

Bluarl,    &    Co.,     Wm.    Warren,     Boyd    »  CUfi,    Kicbd.    Perchatd,    8     G.    Architiaid. 

McDougill,  1'.    RoKenon  &  Sod,  J.   &   W.  J.  Kux  &  Co.,  B.  Proww,  B.  N.  Gaff  &  Co., 

Btewart,  C.  F.  Bmnett  ft  Co.,  John  Warren,  W.  &  H.  Thonus  &  Co.,  J.  M.  Seodell  & 

Tangier    &    Tewier,     P.     &     W.     Carter,  Co.,   Gilb«rt   Clapp,   J.   B.   Ramca   &   Co^ 

E.  Taylor,  6hei   &  Mnrphy.   Thomai  Glen,  Job  Bros.  &  Co.,  Hunters  &  Co.,  Jaa.  Tobto 

JohaMcWilIlaii>,E.&N.Slabb,PierceGrace,  &   Co.,  L.  O'Brien  $c    Co.,  Janes   DodbIu 

X.   &  I.    Eent,    R.    O'Dwyer    &    Co.,    Neil  &  Co.,  I'arker  &  GlersoD,  Edward  Monis, 

McDuugnll,    Begg    Keir,    &    Co.,  Bovring  Nicholas  Gill,  G.  F.   Bown,  Walter  IMllon, 

Bros..    B.   &    A.    Bolherford.    M.    Stewart  J.   Cuaack    Sc  Sons,   Duaicombe  ftHirrer 

&    Co..    Bobt    Vinlay,   MuBride    &    Kerr,  Robinson   Brookine   &    Co..  John  Brochle- 

UichelNowIan,  JohnBenour,  ItiotiordHowley,  bank,  John  P.  Muliuwney,  Bichatd  Hillnuo." 
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BucceasAri  bntheatonceBeatpresentrelief  to  the  extent  of  £5,000;  and  immeiliatelj 
artenrarde  the  new  seoretarf.  Earl  Grey,  with  the  sdnotion  of  Parliament,  added  to 
that  sum  £25,0<~i0.  Besides  this  large  pnbliu  grant,  the  Qneen  iasaed  a  letter 
to  the  Arohbishopa  of  Canterbnry  and  York,  suthorising  themto  bring  before  the 
clergy  and  congregations  under  their  charge  the  case  of  the  sufferers  in  Newfonnd- 
land,  in  the  manner  that  might  seem  best  oaleulated  to  draw  forth  the  liberality  of 
the  benevolent."  ' 

The  year  of  the  fire  was  a  most  anfortutiate  one  for  the  Colony. 
On  t.lte  ]  9th  of  September  a  terrific  gale  deatroyed  an  immense  amount 
of  property,  hoth  by  land  and  sea ;  the  unfinished  Native  Hall  was  blown 
down,  St.  Thomas's  Church  wai  moved  bodily,  a  laige  number  of  houses 
in  St.  John's,  partly  built,  were  injured ;  there  was  also  an  extrnordinaty 
high  tide,  the  water  came  up  to  the  floors  of  several  houses  on  the 
south  side  of  Water  Street.* 

There  were  addrenscs  and  most  sincere  and  universal  regret  from  all 
classes  when  Sir  John  Harvey  left  this  Colony  to  assume  the  Govern- 
ment of  Nova  Scotia,  in  August  1816;  he  went  there,  as  he  went 
everywhere,  to  calm  the  truubled  sea  of  politics.  His  success  in 
promoting  peace  and  harmony  among  the  able  hut  excitable  politicians 
of  that  province  was  the  final  achievement  of  hb  long  and  active  life. 
Lady  Harvey,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  expired  rather 
suddenly  in  1851.  Sir  John  never  rallied  from  this  blow ;  in  March 
1852  he  also  died,  at  Halifax.*  His  merits  as  an  able  diplomatist  and 
politician  were  rightly  appreciated  in  Nova  Scotia,  but  he  has  received 
scant  justice  from  our  local  politicians  and  historians.     We  have  only  to 

'  Pkdlet'8  Hitlory  of  Neafimadlaiid.  Dot   be  Biiid  that  he  carried  out  the  liberal 

*  In  Ihe  June  sexRion  of  the  Houiie  of  policy  of  the  Enf^lish  ministry'  in  an  eminenllj' 

Aisembly  (IS^e)  Mr.  Glen  proponed  lo  ipend  xatiKfactory  manner.     During   his   tenure  <rf 

£100    to    increwe  the    gas    lamps   In   Water  ofUce,    there  was    great  excitemeot   aver  the 

Street ;   clergymen,  doclorv,  and  onl-harbour  I^Iaine  Boundary  que8lii>n ;  Sir  John  and  hja 

planlere  cumptaiDed  of  the  dangers  and  dark'  old   opponent   General  Scolt,  by   iheir  wise 

nese  of  the  streets.     B.  J,  {'arsons,  E.  Hanra-  and    pacific   measures,  kept   peace  betneon 

han,  R.  Carter,  and  Hon.  W.  B.  How  voted  Knuland   and    the  United    Stales,     For   hia 

against   it;   Farsana    vehemently  denounced  action   in  opposition  to  the  Commander-in- 

the  expenditure.  Chief  in  Canada,  Sir  John  was  dismissed ; 

'Major-General  Sir  John  Harvey,  K.C.B..  after  eiplanations,  hia  valuable  services  were 
entered  the  army  in   18U0;  he   served   with   '   rewarded  by  a  K.C.B,  and  promotion  to  the 

Ct  distinction  in  India  and  in  Egypt.     Aa  Governorship  of  Newfoundland. 

.uly    Quartennasler     General     he    went  In   1S45  the  Cnnard   steamer  Wbemia 

through  the  American  war  of  1812.    On  one  struck  near  Cape  Race  ;  she  got  off  all  right, 

occasion,  when  opposed  to  General  Wingfield  and  the  passengers  came  on  to    St.  John's. 

Scott,    U.SjI.,    his    opponent    admired    his  One    of    ihem   wrote    to    the    Ftedericklon 

gallantry  so  much  that  he  gave  orders  to  his  Loyalial,    "  St    John's  Harbour  is  i^uile  a 

*cldiers  not  tn  fire  at  the  handsome,  dashing  business  place,  the  harbour  full  of  shipping, 

colonel.     After  Ihe  war,   Sir  John  was  ap.  everybody  actively  employed,  and  apparently 

pointed   Inspect or-Gcaeral  of  the  Police  in  profitably  so.     .     .     .     Political   fends  have 

Ireland ;    even    in   this  difficult   position  he  vanished,  religious  differences  are  uiiknowa, 

became  a  universal   favourite.    In   1B3S  he  Protestants    and    Catholics    are     living     in 

was  made  Lieut.-Goremorof  Prince  Edward's  Chrislian  charity  and  perfect  harmony  with 

Island,  and  two  yearx  later  was  promoted  to  each  other,  the  society  is  excellent,  and  the 

the  larger  governorship  of   New   Brunswick.  people   hospitnlile  in  the  extreme,  and   this 

His  Excellency  had  to  inangurate  responsible  slate  of  things,  t  am  happy  to  nay,  is   mainly 

goremmeat    id    the   province,  and  it   need  attrihnted  to  the  propiiioua  adniinistration  trf 
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contrast  the  violence  and  party  animosity  that  existed  under'  his 
predeceasors,  Tioth  excellent  Governors,  to  rightly  value  the  tact  and  the 
ability  with  which  Sii-  John  Harvey  managed  alt  partiea  Both  ddes 
have  always  declared  that,  with  his 

infinite  gnice  and  smooth  speech,  he  ■ 

hunibugged  them  all ;  perhaps  he  did, 
at  any  rate  ho  was  a  skilful  peace- 
maker, one  of  the  tirst  dutie:s  of  a 
Governor,' 

Sir  John  Harvey  was  succeeded 
in  1847  by  Sir  Gaspard  Le  Marchant, 
a  distinguished  soldier.*  His  Excel- 
lency will  long  be  gratefully  remem- 
bered in  thi'i  Colony  for  the  deep 
interest  he  took  in  promoting 
agriculture.  Ho  was  a  thoroughly 
practical  man  and  not  a  diplomatist, 
like  his  august  predecessor ;  Sir  John 
talked  admirably  about  farming, 
Sir  Gaspard  acted.  He  introduced 
Ayrshire  and   Jersey  cows,  and  in 

a  few  years  completely  ti'ansformed  the  breed  of  cattle  throughout  the 
Colony.  He  liked  to  see  after  everything  personally ;  when  he  heard 
that  the  mob  were  burning  him  in  effigy,  he  went  down  to  see  if  his 


Sir  John  Han-ey,  iheit  present  Governor,  and 
the  formur  Governor  of  New  Broasnick  ;  he 
IB  certainly  the  mosl  kiiid-hearled,  hospitattic, 
eioellent  nuio ;  he  is  doing  a  ureal  deal  ot 
good  here,  and  is  respected  and  beloved  by 
bj  all  clasnes.  1  believe.    .     .     ." 

'  Mr.  Timothy  Mitchell,  afterwardi  Ihe 
mll-kDowD  InBpeclor  of  Police,  had  been 
in  the  police  force,  under  Sir  John  Ilurvey,  in 
Ireland  and  New  Brunswick,  and  at  Uin 
Excellency's  sufrK^tion  be  came  on  to 
St.  John's.  Id  the  old  diyt>  the  Inspector  did 
«pleDdid  work,  bolh  in  the  deleclion  of  crime 
and  in  the  capture  of  criminals.  1  remembtr 
on  one  occasion  when  he  was  atteiiipiinf;  (o 
arrest  a  rioter  in  Caiatina,  the  man  caupht  up 
an  old  picket  with  n  long  niHtj  nail  in  it ;  us 
be  was  ^oiOK  to  make  a  blow  at  Atitchell  the 
Inspector  drew  from  hi*  pocket  the  case  of  a 
long  French  pipe  he  had  borrowed  from  me ; 
the  man  thought  it  was  a  revolver,  and 
dropped  his  wiapon  at  oiire.  In  the  witness- 
boi  Mitchell  shoved  as  much  abilit]  as  in  the 
performance  of  his  other  duties.  Judge 
Robinson  had  rather  a  sharp  way  of  crops- 
examining  police  and  nia>ristrHtcs ;  he  was 
asking  the  Inspector,  rather  perem;>lorily, 
about  the  confeasion  made  to  him  in  au  anion 


case.  "  ynu  nearched  the  prisoner,  !<ir,  what 
did  you  fled  on  himf"  "His  insurance 
policy  in  one  pocket,  my  Lord,  and  the  Key 
of  Heaven  in  the  other,"  was  the  impertorl^- 
able  re  fly. 

'  Sir  John  Qaipard  Le  Marchant,  Kat. 
Baohel.  (creat.  1838);  (}.C.M.G.,  1860 1 
K.C.U.,  186S.  Entered  the  atmy  in  18S1 ; 
became  a  colonel  in  1951,  and  held  local 
rank  as  a  major-general  till  fully  promoted 
to  that  rank  in  March  IBS8;  retired  fh>m 
the  command  of  the  85lh  foot  in  1848  on 
proceeding  to  Nenfoundland ;  waa  Gcvemor 
and  Commander-in-Cbief  of  Newfoundland 
from  KeFimarT  1S4T  to  June  18^3 1  Lieut.- 
Govemor  of'Nova  ScotU  froiJ  Jone  1858 
lo  December  1^57,  when  he  was  appointed 
Governor  of  Malta,  and  received  local  rank 
of  lie  lit. -general  there,  1859  ;  was  a  brigadiei^ 
i;enera1  in  the  service  of  Her  Citbolic 
Majesty;  a  knight  of  the  1st  claw  and  a 
knight  commander  of  the  orders  of  San 
Fernando  and  of  Chnrles  III.  ot  Spain; 
received  the  honour  of  knighthood  from  the 
Queen,  with  permission  to  wear  his  foreign 
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image  was  properly  got  up,  and  if  his  bold  aquiline  noee  liad  been 
successfully  copied.' 

In  December  1848  the  tirst  Bession  of  the  new  Legislature  was 
opened  UQ'Jof  the  old  Constitution  of  1832,  with  separate  Couni-U  and 
Assembly.  1818  was  a  year  of  revolution  in  Europe ;  witli  the  exception 
of  Her  Gracious  .  Majesty  the  Queen's,  every  throne  in  Europe  was 
tottering  and  tumbling.  The  wave  of  political  excitement  which 
Thackeray  describes — 

"'  When  pnrsning  of  their  shindiea, 
Thej  broke  the  iovelj  windiea. 
Upon  the  Shannon  shure  " — 

reached  our  Island  home.  Responsible  government  was  the  war  cry  of 
oar  modest  rebellion,  and  the  only  outbreak  of  violence,  burning  the 
Governor's  image.  The  revolutionary  fever  has  eo  far  always  attacked 
us  in  a  mild  form-  Both  the  Whig  Earl  Grey  and  the  Conservative 
Sir  Juhn  Pakington  refused  point  blank  to  grant  the  Colony  local  self- 
government.     Earl  Grey  wrote  : — 

"  Until  the  weftlth  and  population  of  the  Colony  aball  have  inoreaned  con!<ider< 
nbl;  beyond   their  preeent  amonnt,  the  introduction  of  fheX  is  called  Beaponsible 

Government  will  by  no  means  prove  to  its  advantage The  institu- 

tiona  of  Newfoundland  hare  been  of  late  in  various  nays  modified  and  altered,  and 
some  time  mnst  unavoidably  elapse  before  they  can  acquire  that  aroonnt  of  fiiity 
and  adaptation  to  the  colonial  wants  of  society  which  Beams  an  indispensable 
preliminary  to  the  fntare  extension  of  popular  Government." 

Sir  John  Pakington,  in  18a2,al80  took  the  same  \'iew;  in  a  despatch 
of  April  3,  he  says : — 

"Her  Majesty's  Ooveniment  see  no  reason  for  differing  from  the  conclasions  at 
vrhich  their  predeoessors  had  arrived  in  the  question  of  the  establishment  of 
Reaponsible  Government,  und  which  were  oonveyed  to  yon  by  Lord  GJrey.  .  .  . 
I  consider  on  the  contrary  that  tbe  wisdom  and  justice  of  these  ooncluaiong  are 
confirmed  by  the  accounts  since  received  from  Newfonndland." 

>  FoBTAi.  CoMHuNiOATiON,  IS4T.  dential  packet  man  to  trsTcl  arooDd  the  Bay 

"Jsmes   Hodge  begs   to  scqaaint   the  anring  the  winter  month,  .nd  while  the  boat 

Public  at  large  thsT  he  iSende  to  ran  a  four-  »  "ec^M.rUy  laid  ..p 

Mil  boat  between  Kelligrews  and  Brigut  and  In   1841   Meiitrs.  W.  TboniM  and  Ja«. 

VoTt  de  Gravu  daring  tbe  wmler  monthe;  a  Noad  recommended  that  there  shonld  be  no 

steady    and     coDGdential     man    will     leave  postal  commnoication  outnde  of  Si.  John's 

St  John's  every  Wedacsdaj'  morning,  with  and  Conception  Bay. 


the   Dickages   and   letiers  for 

which  will  te  forwarded  to  their  destinadoo  ^he  Poelal  Kevenoe  in  1841  was  l,08i 

OS  regularly  as  the  weather  will  permit;  smgle  jgjj           4,329 

letters   !#.,   double   letters   B*.,   packages   in  "                "          jggj     "    5^170 


proportion  to  their  bulk  and  weight.  '|  "         |gj|     ||  io,(»no 

**  Mr.  Doylo  begs  to  annoDDce  tn  the 
eommnnities  (^  St.  Joba's,  Harbour  Grace, 
aad  Carboncar,  that  he  has  engaged  a  confi- 


"  Mr.   Doylo  begs  to  anQOUDce  tn  the  „  „         I8TS    „  15,609 

eommnnities  uf  St.  Joba's,  Harbour  Grace,  „  „  IB92    „  44,0UU 
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The  agitation  etill  went  on,  notwithstanding  E^I  Grey  and  the  st\irdy 
Sir  John  Pakington.  Responsible  government  had  been  conceded  to 
every  one  ot  the  North  American  Colonies ;  the  Home  Government 
ought  to  have  had  wisdom  enough  to  see  that  it  was  inevitable,  and 
conceded  it  gracefully,  ioittead  of  having  it  wrung  from  them.  Each 
successive  House  of  Assembly  had  pronounced  in  favour  of  executive 
responsibility  ;  even  the  Amalgamated  House,  in  which  two-fifths  of 
the  members  were  nominees  of  the  Crown,  had  voted  in  favour  of  the 
same  principle. 

This  political  figitition,  begun  at  tlie  May  meeting  in  1846,  continued 
up  to  the  introduction  of  our  present  form  of  government  in  1855.  The 
actors  in  the  final  scenes  of  our  great 
constitutional  drama,  however,  were  new 
men.  Mr.  John  Kent,  in  1849,  became 
Collector  of  the  Customs  in  place  of 
Mr.  Spearman  (who  retired  with  a  pension). 
Dr.  Fleming,  worn  out  with  incessant  toil 
and  labour  in  his  diocese,  in  1848  obtained 
as  coadjutor  Dr.  Mullock,  who  arrived  in 
St.  John's  on  the  6th  of  May  1848.  From 
this  time  forth  the  leaders  of  the  Liberal 
and  Catholic  party  were  Jlr.  P.  F.  Little 
and  the  new  Bishop.  Both  were  men  of 
great   ability,    liberal   and   enlightened  in 

tlieir  views.^     Dr.  Mullock  was  a  scholar,  p.  f.  urtw. 

full  of  wit  and  eloquence ;  he  did  much  to  -Be  Lufa^etit,  Dubita. 

forward  the  interests  of  the  Colony,  and 

was  one  of  the  first  to  promote  telegraphic  communication,  local  steam, 
and  practical  agriculture. 

Mr.  P.  F.  Little,  afterwards  Assistant  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  brother  of  the  present  excellent  judge,  J.  I.  Little,  came  from  Prince 
Edward's  Island,  where  he  was  bom  in  1824;  he  began  practice  as  a 
lawyer  about  1845.  He  ha,d  a  very  up-hill  fight,  but  his  ability,  his 
attention  to  business,  with  his  shrewdness  and  knowledge  of  affairs,  soon 

'  Bishop  Mullock's  good  sa^ii[^,  however,  De  Uri arte,  the  Spunieh  Conaul,  a  piuno  he 

are  qnite  edipHed  hy  the  wit  of  his  brother,  hnd  purchased  for  him,  on  a  hearse.    The 

Familiarly   known    an    Tom,   organist   of  the  Don     was     very    iodigoant;    a    crowd    had 

Cathedral,  the  "  Parish  Piper  "  u  he  styled  collected  before  his  door  to  witnesj  this  novel 

hinuelf.    On  one  ocpasion  there  was  a  dis-  method   of    moving   a  piano.      "  What  for, 

cuMioD    at    the    Bishop's   table    about   the  Mr.  Mullock,"  said  L'riarte,  "you  send  down 

interior  of  the  Colony  ;  Dr.  Mullock,  in  his  my  piano  on  the  fnneral  cart  ?  "  "  Sure,"  said 

impetuous  way,  said  il  wag  a  wilderness,  only  Tom,  "  I  wanted    to  convince  yop    that  yon 

fit    for    the   bears.      "  That's    vhat   I    was  hnd  a  dead  bargain."    Tom's  peculiar  dntwl 

saying,"  said  Tom,   "  it  was  barely  known."  anil  hrogne,  and  his  rnhicund  conntenaDce, 

On  another  occasion,   Tom,  for  want  of   a  ^ve  a  floe  flavour  to  his  jokea,  which  is  lost 

better  conveyance,  sent  down  to  Don  Hipolilo  m  the  telling. 
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bronglit  him  clients ;  from  the  first  to  the  hist  he  enjoyed  the  complete 
confidence  of  Dr.  Mullock.  He  waa  elected  to  the  Legislatuie  in  1890, 
and  almost  at  once  became  the  ntal  leader  of  the  Catholic  and  Liberal 
Party  in  the  House.*  In  the  station  for  responsible  govemmeat 
Mr.  P.  F.  Little  was  the  leader,  the  organiser,  and  by  far  the  most 
powerful  man  in  the  movement ;  he  was  not  so  polished  a  speaker  as 
Mr.  Robinson,  or  as  eloquent  and  ornate  as  Mr.  Eeiit,  but  in  astuteness, 
in  assiduity,  in  political  sagacity,  in  the  management  of  his  party,  and 
in  constitutional  knowledge,  he  was  a  match  for  all  his  opponents. 

Sir  Gaspard  was  appointed  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  left 
the  Colony  on  July  28,  1S52.  Bis  last  speech  at  the  close  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  was  neither  courteous  nor  dignified,  and  was  accordingly 
assailed  by  a  portion  of  the  local  press  in  very  scurrilous  terms; 
his  enemies  specially  sneered  at  his  devotion  to  agrioulture ;  the 
introduction  of  cucks  and  hens,  cows,  horses,  and  sheep  were  the 
subjects  of  infinite  ridicule.  Administrations  come  and  go,  politics 
pass  away,  but  an  improved  breed  of  cattle  is  a  peimaiient  benefit 
to  the  country  that  possesses  it;  the  fight  between  the  Governor 
and  his  political  enemies  has  long  been  forgotten,  but  many  an  old 
farmer  in  the  country  even  to-day  will  point  out  with  pride  a  beautiful 
cow  as  "  of  oold  Sir  Caspar's  breed."  The  rough  old  soldier  was  a  very 
poor  politician,  but  he  was  loyal,  honest,  and  sincere ;  he  did  far  more 
practical  work  in  encouraging  the  cultivation  of  land,  and  especially  the 
breeding  of  cattle,  than  any  former  Governor. 

His  Excellency  Ker  Biullie  Hamilton,'  who  assumed  the  reins  of 

the   government    in  December  1852,   was   in    marked  contrast  to  his 

.    predecessor.     Sir   Gaspard   went  about  everywhere,  and  knew  every 

farmer   around    St.   John's ;  Mr.  Hamilton   was   an    exceedingly  shy, 

>  LioisLATivB  CocKCiL.  Fortune  Bay :  H.  W.  HqjW^ 

Hon.  Col.  L.*.  P««ideiil.  ^"^^t^V  ti  ^K^""*"' 

E.M.ArcWb«W,  Attorney-General.  ^nnitj;  S.  March. 
Jas.  Crowdj,  Colonial  Seoretary. 

W.  B.  How.  '  Ker  Baillie  Hamiltoa,  C.B.,  was  educated 
Jo.  Noad,  Simejor- General.  for  the  Army  at  the  Roijal  MilitHry  Academy 
C.  F.  Bennett.  at  Woolvich)    eolered   the   ludian   military 
J.  J.  Grieve.  Krrice  in  \S)ii  ;  appointed  a  vriter  in  the 
L.  O'Brien.  civil  aerrice  of  the  Mauriliua  in   IB36,  and 
11,.         „     i     .w-  ftsgiitant  private  tecreiary  to  Governor  Sir 
HOtTSB  OF  AMBMBLT.  Lowry  Cole  there;  appointed  clerk  of  the 
Speaker,  Hon.  J.  Kent.  council,*!  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  1889; 
St.  John'*:  John  Kent,  Little.  Parsons.  afterwardii  acted  tbei«  as  colonial  secretaiy ; 
Placentia:  G.  Hogeeit,  A.  Shea.  appointed    Lieut.'GoTenior    or   Grenada    in 
Btirin:  C.  Benning.  1848;   administnitor  of   the  Government  of 
Pogo:  G.  H.  Emeraou.  Barbados    and    the    Windward    Islands    in 
FfrryUndr  P.  Winsor.  I80I  ;  Governor  of  Newfoundland  in   1BS8; 
Conception    Bay:     Hayward,    Nugent,  Governor-b-Chief  of  Anligiia  and  the  Lee- 
Talbot,  and  Hanraban.  ward  Itlanda  i«  1S53  to  January  186«. 


/     p.  2Ta». 


,*^iOOgle 


466  REIGN  OF  VICTORIA,  1837-1857. 

taciturn  man ;  he  wrote  well,  aod  was  very  piouB  and  good,  but  be  never 
tried  to  pleaae  the  public ;  be  could  not  speak,  and  in  the  crisis  and 
agitation  for  responsible  government  he  was  about  as  unGt  a  man  as  the 
British  Ooverament  could  possibly  have  selected  to  till  a  difficult 
position.  Lord  Dufferin  humorously  compared  himself  to  the  humble 
individual  in  a  paper  cap  who  goes  about  with  a  long-spouted  tin  can 
oiling  the  machinery,  and  his  Lordship's  marvellous  succem  as  an 
administrator  ia  largely   due  to  bis  tact  and  good  jud^rment,  and  hia 

faculty  as  a  political  lubricator.     Poor  Ker 

Baillie  Hamilton,  excellei)t,  good,  boncBt 
man,  had  not  this  gift;  be  never  tried  to 
conciliate  parties  or  h)  make  the  government 
work  smoothly ;  as  a  Governor  he  was  a 
complete  fn.ilure;  at  the  same  time  nothing 
can  palliate  the  indecent  manner  in  which 
the  majority  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
assailed  him. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  go  over  all  the  long 

discussion    about     responsible    govemmenL 

When  the  British  Cabinet,  represented,  by 

^         .^  ,  ^       .     ■        the  Duke   of  Newcastle,  finally  acreed  to 

Pnm  H  oU  pltottfraph.  i      i 

grant  the  Colony  Home  Rule,  they  attached 

two  main  conditioiis — the  old  office  holders  should  receive  fair  treatment, 
and  there  should  be  a  proper  Representation  Bill.  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  wrote  to  Governor  Hamilton  thnt — 

"  Har  Majeatj's  GoTemmeiit  bad  come  to  the  ooDclosion  thkt  they  oaght  not  to 
withhold  from  Kewfoandland  those  institnlions,  and  that  ciril  adminiUration, 
which,  ander  the  popnlar  name  of  Sespoiisible  Government,  had  been  adopted  in 
all  Her  Uajcst^'a  neighboaring  poBseHsions  in  North  America,  and  they  wen 
prepnivd  to  concede  the  immediate  application  of  the  sjstem  ae  soon  u  certain 
preliminaty  oonditiona  had  been  acceded  to  on  the  part  of  tbe  Legialatcire." 

On  the  question  of  the  pension  to  the  retiring  officers,  there  was  a 
most  contemptible  wrangle ;  a  Committee  of  the  House,  consisting  of 
A.  Shea,  Little,  Beimiug,  Hognett,  and  Hnnrahan,  decided  to  give 
E,  M.  Archibald,  Attorney -General,  after.twenty  years'  good  service  as  a 
public  officer,  and  now  compulsorily  retired,  £140  per  annum.  Governor 
Hamilton  very  properly  refused  to  accede  to  fuch  an  unfair  allowance, 
and  the  Home  Government  approved  of  his  conduct.  Finally,  the 
pensions  were  fixed  os  follows: — J.  Ciowdy,  Colonial  Secr*itary,  £400; 
Archibald,  Attorney-General,  £350;  Noad,  Surveyor-General,  £285; 
H.  A,  Emerson,  Solicitor-General,  £90.  Over  the  Representation 
question  both  sides  fought  bitterly;  Mr.  Little's  party  wanted  to 
"gerrymander"  the  districts  to  secure  his  party  majority,  whilst  the 
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Conservativea  with  equal  pertinacity  opposed  him.     In  8uch  s  difRculty 
a  wise  and  diplomatic  Governor  would  have  stood  between  the  opponents 
and  have  endeavoured  to  work  out  a  fair  compromise  ;  during  the  three 
yearrj'  struggle  he  certainly  should  have  had  a  census  taken.    Kesponsible 
government  was  brought  in  in  1855,  and  the  only  return  of  population 
that  both  sides  had  to  work  on  was  the  imperfect  census  of  1 845  ;  it 
was  owing  to  the  Council,  ruled  by  the  Governor's  friends,  that  a  census 
Bill  pas'«ed  by   the   Ar^sembly  had  been  thrown   out.     We  know  now 
that  if  a  census  had  been  taken  to  1853  or  1854  it  would  have  shown 
a   very   diflerent  basis   from    the  one    on   which   representation   was 
ultimately  carried.     The  most  disagreeable  feature  in  this  interminable 
discussion  was  the  desire  for  sectarian  ascendency  evinced  by  both  sides. 
Subsequent  history   shows  that  the  Conservative   party   were  in   the 
main  right  in  their  contention  that  Bonavista 
and  Twillingate   with   one   member  each  were 
under-represented,  whilst  less  imporiunt  and  less 
populous  districtE,  like  Placentia  and  Ferryland, 
had  each  two  members.     It  is  clear,  however, 
that    the    Protestant    Puri;y    were    unwise    iii 
stolidly   resisting    any   change.      They    should 
have  known  that  resjionsible  government  was 
sure  to  come  sooner  or  later,  and   have   stood 
out  firmly  for  a  census  before  the  Representa- 
tion Bill  was   agreed   to,   and   endeavoured   to 
make    the  beat     of  the  coming   event      Too         „ ''°''' '' ""^"^ 

°  Bg  Com  aad  Dmrrant. 

much   importance   was   ^ven   to   the    personal 

interests  of  the  office  holders,  and  too  little  regard  to  the  future 
good  government  of  the  Colony.  There  should  have  beeu  a  fairer 
distribution  of  offices.  Ko  one  can  doubt  now  that  the  Roman  Catholicii 
had  been  unfairly  treated  ;  under  the  new  Government  that  came  into 
office  in  1855 '  there  was  a  complete  change.  After  a  lapse  of  forty 
years  we  can  now  view  the  whole  matter  dispassionately,  and  it  must 

1  LBalBI.ATlTE   COCNClt..  HODBB   OP  AaSEMBLT  ELKOIID  TTH   MaT 

1855. 

Hon.  L.  O'BrieD,  Fretident.  Tb«    firet    Hoiue    of    Assemblf    onder 

„    Jaa.  Tubin.  mpondble    govenimenl    eoiwbted    of    the 

„    John  Rochfort,  M.D.  folloning  memben  : — 

„    Geo.  H.Kioenoii,  Solicitor-General.  „      .  i   ,     ,«          r,        ■»■.,.. 

John  Munn  St.  John'i   Weat :  Hon.   P.    F.    Little, 

S  C«r«on  MD  Attornej-General  and  Pr«inier;  Hon. 

"    T   H  Kow  ■*■  8he»,  Speaker;  John  Foi, 

„    J.  J.  BoiersoD.  St.  Jobn'i  But :  Ron.  J.  Kent,  Colonial 

„     T.  H.  Ridiej.  Secretary ;     &.    i.    Fac«oiu  ;      Teter 

„    Ju.  Furlong.  Winaor. 

P.Doggan.  H-rbonr    Grace:  J.    Hajwanl;    J.    L. 

T  r- 1,  Prendersaat. 
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be  admitted  that  Mr.  Little  played  his  band  in  the  political  game 
artfully,  and  the  Ck)nservativeB'  stoHd  opposition  to  any  change  in  tlie 
conetitntion  was  a  political  blunder.  We  may  give  them  credit  for 
.honesty  of  purpose,  but  all  the  same  they  committed  a  grave  mistaka 

It  is  due  to  Governor  Hamilton's  memory  to  record  that  when 
important  questions  of  telegraphic  and  steam  communication  arose 
during  his  administration  he  showed  both  li^ral  and  enlightened  views ; 
he  also  wrote  very  able  despatches  on  the  French  fishery  question.  Oa 
the  subject  of  the  telegraph,  I  have  carefully  consulted  the  records  of 
the  time,  and,  aa  tar  as  possible,  endeavoured  to  state  the  history  of  its 
iati'oduction  into  the  Colony  correctly  in  Chapter  XXI. 

In  1855  the  new  administration  under  responsible  government  was 
appointed,  with  the  Hons.  P.  F,  Little,  Premier  and  Attorney-General ; 
J.  Kent,  Colonial  Secretary ;  T.  Glen,  Receiver-General ;  E.  Hanrahan, 
Surveyor-General ;  0.  H,  Emerson,  Solicitor-General ;  and  L.  O'Brien, 
President  of  the  Legislative  Council.  It  was  purely  and  entirely  a  Liberal 
administration,  all  the  members  of  the  Government  representing  Roman 
Catholic  constituencies ;  Mr.  Emerson  did  not  count,  as  he  had  been 
defeated  in  Twillingate,  and  now  sat  in  the  Council.  The  three  prin- 
cipal officers,  Little,  Kent,  and  Glen,  were  able  men;  in  the  words  of 
Mr.  Hanrahan,  aa  an  administration  "  it  was  as  near  perfection  as 
possible."  They  had  the  rare  good  luck  of  prosperous  years,  "  the  sun- 
shine of  prosperity,"  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Kent,  beamed  on  the  Govern- 
ment. 1855,  1856,  and  1857  were  years  of  plenty;  the  new  Cabinet, 
under  the  firm  hand  of  the  Premier,  was  able,  liberal,  and  progreseive. 

In  1854,  the  cholera  was  brought  into  St.  John's  by  infection  from  a 
sailor's  clothes ;  it  spread  destruction  with  frightful  rapidity ;  all  the  efforts 

Carbonev:  Hon. E.HitDrahaDiSuTvejor-  supporter.  TheAttnniej-G«neral,P. F. link. 
General,  and  Churmaa  of  the  Board  verj  viselj  utoclated  him^irwith  memlKn 
of  Works.  from  tlie  opposite  side ;  Messrs.  Walter  Grievt, 
Holyrood  ;  Talbot  and  B;me.  Muiin,  Ridley,  Rt^rsoD,  G.  H.  Ea»erson,  au^ 
Port  de  Grave  :  R.  Broun.  Hayward  (afterwards  Judge  Hay wardj,  were 
Ferijland  :     Hon.    T.    Glen,    Ueceirer-  amongst  his  Protestant  supportert.   Mr  Littk 
General)  E.  D.  Sliea.  vm  an  able  leader,  and  alvajs  kept  his  partj 
Burin  ;  Benning  and  Morriii.  well  in  band ;  from  first  to  list  he  enjo;^  the 
BOQavintai   B.  Carter,  Warren,  and  Wat-  unbounded   conSdenee  of   Bishop  Mullock, 
bank.  Mr.  Kent  made  an  eicellent  Colonial  Secre- 
Fogo  and  Tmllingnte  :  Fills  and  Knight.  -  tary,  aod   T.  Glen   was  a  faeaTcn-bom  Re- 
Fortune  Buy  1  H.  W.  Hoyliis.  ceiver-General,  one  of  the  best  paitj  men 
Burgeo  and  La  Poite :  R.  Prowse.  that  e*et   sat  in  a  cabinet.    At  a  political 
Ilacentia :  Hogselt,  Delaney,  and  Kell;.  meeting  an  ont-harbour  member,   vbo  wa> 
Trinity  :  F.  Carter,  March,  and  Winter.  under  obligations  to  the  GoTemment,  «aid  to 
Bay  de  Verda:  Bemister.  Glen,  in  a  patrooiiing  totie  !  "  I  believe  jon 
are    right,    Mr.    RecMTer^General  t    I    will 
The  first  administration   under   respon-  support     yon."       "  Confonnd    yon,"    slid 
eiblu  goremment  was  composed  of  able  and  Glen,  "  I  don't  want  jonr  support   wbMi  I 
enliKhtened  potiiiciaus ;  the  Governor  guided  am  right ;  it  is  whMi  I  am  wrong  yon  moH 
their  footsteps,  and  was  their  firm  ally  and  back  me  up." 
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or  medical  skill,  the  humaoe  exertion  of  the  clei^  and  of  self-devoted 
women,  were  powerless  to  stay  the  plague ;  however,  it  was  practically 
confined  to  the  lowest  and  dirtiest  parts  of  the  city.     Whilst  the  cholera 
laAted,  the  number  of  deaths  was  appalling.     Bishops  Mtillock  and  Feild 
and  Archdeacon  Bridge  were  conspicuous  during  the  epidemic  by  their 
heroic,  self-saciificing  labours  for  all — Catholics  and   Protestants  alike 
were  personally  attended  by  these  devoted  servants  of  God.   Bishop  Feild 
lived  to  a  good  age,  but  Archdeacon  Brid;^e,  the  idot  of  his  congregntion, 
almost  equally  adored  by  rich  and  poor  of  all  creeds,  fell  a  victim  to  duty 
soon   after.      No  one  who  has  ever  seen  his  beautiful  countenance,  or 
heard  his  magnificent  tones  in  the  sublime  service  for  the  dead,  will  ever 
forget  Thomas  Finch  Hobday  Bridge, 
the  most  beloved  Anglican  minister 
that    ever  set  foot  on  our  soil ;  his 
place  has  never  been  filled  ;  generous, 
wamn-hearted,  and  deeply  religious, 
Nature    had    endowed    him     with 
every  gifband  giace,  even  the  divine 
gift  of  humour  ;  religion  had  purged 
away  all  the  earthly  dross  of  t-elfish- 
nese    and    ambition    from    a    truly 
noble  character,  and  made  him  one 
of  the  most  lovable  of  men.    After 
escaping  the   deadly   peril    of    the 
cholera,  he  died  from  fever  contracted 
whilst   attending  one   of   the  very 
poorestof  his  congregation.    Read(^rs 
of  tOMJay  may  think  this  language 

exaggerated,  but  the  generation  that  "'^  "  "i^TZ^'r^^li^T*^  '^**' 

heard  that  earnest  voice  will  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  deep  affectionate  feelings  of  all  St.  John's  for  the  Archdencon. 

Direct  steam  to  England  by  the  Galway  line,  the  completion  of  the 
tel^^rapb,  and  finally,  in  1858,  the  laying  of  the  first  Atlantic  cable, 
are  the  striking  events  of  this  period.  In  1858  Judges  Des  Barres  and 
Simms  were  pensioned,  and  Hods.  P.  F.  Little  and  B.  Robinson  became 
the  assistant  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Sir  Charles  Darling,  who  inaugurated  responsible  government  in 
1855,  remained  only  until  1857.'     He  was  a  remarkably  able  man,  of 

'  Sir  Charles   Henrj   Darling,   K.C.B.  after  pnbljs  exaininBtlon ;  became,  in  U87, 

(ereatedlS6!),eDteredlhe  ArmjaieiisignoD  asKiataot     private     seeretarj    to     the     laie 

the  7th  December  1836,  by  recommendaiioD  General  Sir  Ralph  Darling,  then  Oovemor  of 

from  the  Bojral  MiHtAiy  College,  Saadhust,  New  South  Wale*  and  M^r-Geaeral  com> 
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vast  experience;  he  taagbt  Lis  new  ministry  how  to  work  the  new 
constitutioD,  and  rated  them  like  a  pack  of  schoolboys.  The  Conserva- 
tive party  came  into  collision  with  him,  first  as  r^ards  his  aathority 
to  inaogurate  the  new  constitution,  and  again  when  t'ley  insisted  on 
naming  members  of  their  own  party  for  the  new  legislative  council ; 
on  both  these  questions  Sir  Charles  was  clearly  and  constitutionally 
right. 


f  TlBStRlA  WATIB,  K 


It  will  be  remembered  that  Louis  Napoleon  was  just  about  this 
time,  after  the  Crimean  War,  our  "  good  ally,"  and  the  English  Govern- 
ment were  most  anxious  to  please  the  French,  and  for  that  purpose  the 


Duuiding  tlie  Forcei  in  that  colonj  and  Van 
DienuD's  Land  t  and  iras  aUo  appointed 
militarj  secTctatj  to  tbat  officer  in  1B30.  In 
1S33,  while  a  atndent  in  [he  Knioi  depart, 
meol  of  tbe  Boyal  Miliiarj  College,  was 
appointed  Kcretarj  to  tlw  late  Lieulenant- 
General  Sir  Lionel  Smith,  upoo  that  officer's 
nomination  to  be  Governor  and  Commaailer- 
in-Chief  of  Barbadnii  and  the  Windward 
lalandi.  and  wai  employed  in  that  capacEtj 
until  IB3S;  Sir  Lionel  Smith  hsi-iog  been  in 
that  jear  nominated  to  the  gnvernmeiit  of 
Jamaica,  Hr.  Darling  wa«  appinnttd  Go- 
Tcnior'a  (ecretarj  for  that  colony,  and  re- 
tained the  appointment  antit  the  termination 
of  Sir  Lionel  Smith's  Government  in  JH39; 
in  that  year  obtained  an  unattached  company, 
and  retired  from  the  army  in  1841  ;  m  1R43 
appointed  by  the  Earl  of  Elgin,  then  Governor 


lant-General  of  Militia,  mtt  a  member  of  the 
aatemhly  and  of  leTeral  eiecntire  boards; 
WIS  again  appointed  Governor's  secretirj 
during  the  ad-inlerim  adminiatmtioD  irf  tt« 
government  of  Jamaica  by  Uajor-Uebenl 
Sackville  H.  Berkeley,  and  continued  to  bold 
tbBt  oSoe  during  the  earlier  prnod  of  the 
government  of  the  Hight  lion.  Sir  Charles 
Grey  in  1846-tT  ;  in  1847  iras  appointed 
Lieuteiutnt-GovemoT  of  theielatldof  StLocia; 
in  IRS  I  appointed  Lientenant-Govcitior  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  an  ofGce  specially 
created  for  the  conduct  at  Cape  Town  nf  Iho 
civil  government  while  Sir  G^Ofge  Cathcart, 
the  Governor  lud  Commander-in-Chief,  might 
be  engaged  in  his  military  and  civil  dalie* 
on  the  frontier.  After  the  departure  of 
Sir  George  Cathoart,  adminiitered  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Cape  from  May  1S54  to 
December  1 854,  during  which  period  the  par- 
liamentary constitution  of  the  aettlement  wm 
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interests  o£  this  Colony  were  ae  osnal  to  be  sacrificed.  There  can  be 
no  iloubt  that  Governor  Darling,  eager  to  please  the  Home  Government, 
lent  himself  to  this  policy ;  his  famous  No.  66  Despatch  was  a  strong 
argument,  ably  put  no  doubt,  bat  entirely  in  the  interests  of  the 
French,  aud  opposed  to  the  rights  and  claims  of  the  Colony.  There 
was  much  indignation  in  St  John's  wht>n  it  was  published  with  the 
other  papers  concerning  the  great  Convention  with  tbe  French  of  1857. 

In  order  to  comprehend  the  wild  outbnrat  of  popular  indignation 
which  arose  in  1857,  it  is  necessary  to  go  back  (or  some  time,  and  also 
to  understand  the  char.icter  of  the  prtsvious  negotiations  which  had 
been  going  on  between  the  representatives  of  the  two  Governments  for 
several  yoiirs ;  all  these  various  discussions  and  draft  settlements  have 
ooe  unvarying  characteristic :  the  French  gain  all  the  advantages,  and 
the  Colony  gebs  nothing  in  return.  The  principal  English  negotiator. 
Sir  Anthony  Peirier,  appears  to  have  been  either  a  French  tool  or 
tiiorou^rhly  incapable  official  All  the  fine  diplomacy  of  France  was 
directed  to  three  principal  points :  first,  to  secure  an  unlimited  supply 
of  but ;  second,  to  get  the  right  to  arrest  and  lemove  Colonial  fisher- 
men and  their  ve-ssels:  third,  to  get  a  secure  territory  and  to  extend 
their  rights  on  the  treaty  shore.  It  is  a  fortunate  thing  for  us  that 
the  French  were  so  over-reaching  and  so  covetous  of  territory  that 
even  Fi^rrier  could  not  concede  all  their  demands,  and  that  the  final 
Draft  Convention  of  1857  was  an  outrageous  abandonment  of  our  fishery 
rights.  Labouchere  and  Perrier  were  aghast  when  they  heard  of  the 
exdtement  these  unfair  propositions  created  in  the  Colony ;  the  New- 
foundlanders held  indignation  meetings  as  hot  and  fiery  as  tlie  Tea 
riots  of  Boston  ;  not  only  was  Newfoundland  aroused,  all  British  North 
America  rose  with  her. 

The  Earl  of  Derby,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  in  a 
despatch  in  1884  to  Sir  John  Glover,  summarized  the  negotiations 
resulting  in  the  Convention  of  1857  as  follows : — 

"  In  tbe  jear  1844  the  Fren«fa  GoTemment  proposed  negotifttione  to  be  held  in 
Ijondoa,  uid  prerions  to  opening  them  it  was  determined  to  sppoiat  a  British 
and  French  Cammiasioner  in  NewfoondlaDd  to  report  npoo  tbe  question. 

iiuuignrMed  mnd  establiiibed)  wu  nnniiiuted  GeneraluidQaTenioT-iD-Chief  of  Jamaica,  an 

to  the  goTrmmeDt-io-chief   of  Antigua  and  office  which  embraces  the    geuenil  miperin- 

thi  Leewsrd  lalandg,  previouslj  to  hi*  sole  tendeace  of  the   aOain  of  British  Hoadiiras 

admiiuBtiatioii    of    the    lOTemment   of    th«  and  the  Tnrkf'  Idand*,  and   at  tfaat  time 

Cape)  bnt  nsTCT  aMnmed  the  dutiei  of  thai  inclnded  alio  the  governmeDt-in  chief  of  the 

GoTernmeot,  having  Bhortly  after  bis  wriTiil  Kay  Islands ;  rccetved  the  Order  of  the  Bath 

in  England  been  repaired  to  proofed  to  Neir-  (K.C.B,)   186S,  for  his  "  long  and  effective 

foQDdlandas  AdmioistratoT  of  the  goTemment  pnblio    sarvicee."      Appointed  Governor    of 

of  that  eoloay ,  of  which  he  was  subsequently  Victoria,  IMS)  Te«aUed,MarchI8<6i  died  in 

appointed  Gorenior  and  Comn»nder-in-Cbier  g  1 SIO. 
in  Febiuarj   IB9T    nu  appointed    Captain- 
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"  CaptAin  Fabvre,  commander  on  ibe  French  naTBl  station,  and  ICr.  Thomu, 
President  of  tfae  Gbamber  of  Commerce  at  Newfoundland,  frere,  in  conseqnence, 
appointed  bj  their  reepectiTe  GoTemments. 

"On  the  30th  Jnlj  1844,  Ur.  Thomas  made  bis  report  to  the  Governor.  lu 
tbie  report  be  suggested  with  ref^ard  to  the  French  claim  of  'ezolnsiTe  rights,' 
that  the  Teapective  fishermen  of  both  nations  should  be  kept  sepanUe  and  distinct 
in  tbeir  fishing  places.  He  also  snggasted  the  extension  of  the  FKitch  fieheiy 
limits  t«  Belle  Isle  North,  and  made  snggestions  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  bsit 
to  French  fishermen. 

"This  report  resulted  is  negotiations  being  held  in  Pari*  in  the  month  of 
Uarch  1846. 

"  Tbe  Britiih  Commissioner,  Sir  A,  Perrier.  was  authorised  to  ofi'er,  in 
exchange  for  the  French  cesBion  of  all  rights  between  Cape  Baj  and  Bonne  Baf , 
the  following  conceBsions : — 

"  Admisaion  of  exdative  right  of  fishery  from  Bonne  Bay  to  Oape  St.  John, 
going  round  bj  the  north ; 

"  Eiclusire  right  of  French  flabery,  drying,  and  curing  at  Belle  Isle  North ; 

"  Permission  for  English  fishermen  to  sell  bait  at  St.  Pierre. 

"  At  preliminary  conferences  beld  in  Newfonndland,  these  measures  had  nearly 
been  sgroftd  to  by  Mr.  Thomas  and  Captain  FabTre;  but  Captain  Fabvre  was 
desirous  of  retaining  for  Prance,  in  addition  to  the  oxolnsive  rights  abore 
mentioned,  ber  rights  of  flabing,  curing  fish,  £c.,  at  God  Boy,  Bed  Island,  Port-a< 
Port,  and  Lark  Harbour,  and  to  acquire  for  the  French  »  '  concurrent '  right  of 
fishery  OD  the  coast  of  Labrador, 

"  The  inatmotions,  bowever,  to  the  French  Commiasioner  did  not  admit  of  his 
negotiating  on  the  above-mentioned  principlea,  and  as  no  new  propositions  were 
brought  forward  by  the  French  Government  np  to  the  month  of  May  1847,  the 
iiegotialions  fell  through, 

"  On  the  application  of  the  French  Government  in  1854  negotiations  were 
renewed,  Sir  A.  Perrier  being  again  directed  to  proceed  to  Paris  to  act  as  British 
CommiBsioner,  M.  de  Bon  being  appointed  on  the  part  of  France. 

"  Tbe  British  Commissioner  was  instmcted  to  invite  propoaala  from  the  French 
Commiasioner  snch  as  might  form  a  stftrting  point  in  the  negotiations. 

"  15.  de  Bon  accordingly  proposed,  on  the  part  of  France,  to  admit  the  right  of 
British  Eobjecta  to  inhabit  the  Bay  St.  George,  or,  in  other  terms  to  give  up  the 
excluaive  right  of  flahery  in  that  bay,  to  which  they  considered  themselves  entitled 
by  the  Treaty  of  1783.     In  return  for  this  conceaaion  be  demanded — 

"  1.  The  right  to  fish  for  bait  (herring  and  caplin)  on  the  lontb  coast  of 
Newfoundland,  without  restriction. 

"  2.  The  right  to  fiah  during  two  months  of  the  year  (without  curing  or  drying 
on  shore)  on  that  part  of  the  coast  of  Labrador  sitaaled  between  the 
Isles  of  Tertes  and  tbe  Isles  St.  Modesto,  both  included  ;  and 

"  3.  The  right  of  fishery  at  Belle  Isle  North,  In  the  Straits,  which  the  French 
Commissioner  asserted  was  enjoyed  by  the  French  up  to  1841,  without 
any  doinur  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

"The  concessions  demanded  by  the  French  negotiator  were  not  considered 
admissible,  and  tbe  British  Commissioner,  in  order  to  overcome  ^e  difficulties 
ai  ising  out  of  the  claim  of  Great  Britain  to  a  concnrrent  right  of  fishery,  suggested 
that  the  question  would  be  best  settled  if  the  rights  of  ^e  fisbermeD  of  the  two 
nations  were  kept  separate  and  distinct.  In  order  to  carry  ouL  this  euggeation,  he 
proposed  that  the  French  rights  should  be  made  exclusive  as  against  British 
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Bu1>jeots  fi-oin  Cape  8t.  John  to  some  point  on  the  wastorn  coast,  such  as  Cape 
Verde  (Green  Point,  to  the  north  of  Bonne  Baj)  ;  the  Frenoh,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  renonnce  their  right  altogetfier  on  the  remainder  of  the  ooaet,  which  nonld  be 
that  part  where  the  BritiBh  had  been  in  the  habit  of  carrying  on  the  herring 
fiBhety  and  other  flaheriea  incidental  to  the  reqnirementB  of  a  fixed  population. 

"  The  French  negotiator  ofiered  no  objection  to  the  plan  of  recognising  the 
French  '  exolnsiTe  ri|{ht '  on  a  diminished  extent  of  ooast ;  bnt  he  contended  for 
the  retention  of  a  '  concurrent  right '  on  that  portion  on  the  coast  on  which  the 
exolnaive  claim  might  be  renounced,  and  for  other  advantages  as  well,  such  as 
admission,  concnrrentlj  with  Brilish  fishermen,  to  the  fisheries  of  Labrador  and 
North  Belle  lale,  and  to  the  '  bait  fishery '  on  the  southern  coast,  all  of  whioh,  he 
maintained;  were  neoeesatj,  as  an  eqairalent  for  admitting  British  subjects  to  a 
free  '  oononrrent  right '  on  the  lower  portion  of  the  western  coast. 

"  The  British  Commissioner  was  disposed  to  accept  the  demands  of  the  French 
■o  far  as  to  extend  the  French  fishery  to  North  Belle  Isle,  and  also  to  remove  all 
restrictions  on  the  purchase  of  '  bait,'  on  condition  that  the  French  should  entirely 
renonnce  their  rights  between  Cape  Yerte  and  Cape  Bay ;  end  in  Jnjke  1855,  he 
forwarded  to  the  Foreign  Office  the  above  suggestions  in  the  form  of  a  counter 
proposal  to  those  which  had  been  made  by  France. 

"  Mr.  Labonohere.  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  concurred 
iri  the  adoption  of  the  British  negotiator's  project  of  a  '  compromise '  eg  the  basis 
of  negotiation  to  be  offered  to  the  French  Qovemmont.  It  corresponded,  he 
believed,  with  the  views  of  the  Colonial  authorities ;  deprived  neither  nation  of 
any  advantage  of  real  value;  and  there  would  only  be  a  reciprocal  abandonment 
of  barren  rights  and  useless  or  nomiual  restrictions;  and  he  projtared  a  draft 
treaty  which  might  be  sabstitntod  for  the  whole  of  the  existing  engagements  on 
the  Newfoundland  Fisheries  question. 

"  The  nogotiatiouB  were  continued  in  the  year  1856  by  Captain  Figeard,  who 
arrived  in  London  in  the  month  of  July  of  that  year,  and  by  Mr.  Merivale,  the 
Cnder  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies.  The  basis  of  these  negotiations  was 
founded  upon  the  counter  propoEals  made  by  Sir  A.  Ferrier,  and  also  upon  the 
draft  of  the  treaty  proposed  by  Mr.  Labonchere.  The  negotiations  finally 
terminated  by  the  signature  of  a  Convention  ia  London  on  the  17th  January 
1857. 

"  According  to  the  stipulations  of  this  CooventioD,  on  exolnsive  right  of  fishery 
and  the  use  of  the  strand  for  fishery  purposes  was  conceded  to  the  French  from 
Cape  St.  John,  on  the  eaetooast  of  Newfoundland,  to  the  Qnirpon  Islands,  and  froni 
the  Quirpon  Islands,  on  the  north  coast,  to  Cape  Norman,  on  the  west  ooast,  in  and 
upon  the  following  five  fishery  harhonrs,  namely,  Fort-au-Choix,  Small  Harbonr, 
Port-a-Fort,  Bed  Island,  and  Cod  Boy  Island,  to  extend,  as  regarded  these  five 
harbours,  to  a  radias  of  three  marine  miles  in  all  directions  from  the  centre  of 
each  snch  harbour.  On  other  parts  of  the  west  coast  (the  five  harbours  excepted) 
British  snbjents  were  to  enjoy  a  '  ooncnrrent '  right  of  fishing  with  French  subjects, 
but  French  subjects  were  to  have  the  exclusive  nse  of  the  strand  for  fishery 
purposes  from  Cape  Norman  to  Bock  Point,  in  the  Bay  of  Islands,  north  of  the 
Biver  Humber,  in  addition  to  the  strand  of  the  reserved  ha''bonrB. 

"  A  '  concurrent '  right  of  fishing  was  also  granted  to  French  subjects  on  the 
coast  of  Labrabor,  tVom  Blanc  Sablon  to  Cape  Charles,  and  of  North  Belle  Isle." 

The  excitement  in  the  Colony  over  the  Convention  of  1857  was  most 
intense  and  wide  spread ;  the  British  flag  was  hoisted  half-mast ;  other 
excited  citizeus  flew  American  Dags ;  everywhere  there  was  burning 
indigjiation  over  this  [iroposal  to  sell  our  birthright  for  a  mess  of 
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pottage.  Tlie  proceedings  of  our  Legislature  in  1857  are  a  gaide  to  ua 
as  to  what  our  conduct  should  always  be  in  dealing  with  the  fisheries, 
"there  none  were  for  a  party  but  all  were  for  the  State."  Oivemment 
aud  Opposition  united  to  maintain  our  righte.  Our  Chief  Justice, 
Sir  F.  B.  T.  Carter,  KCM.G.,  Sir  A,  Shea,  Hona.  E.  D.  Shea,  P.  F. 
Little,  Mr.  Prendergast,  Mr.  J.  J.  Rogerson,  and  Mr.  Kelly,  alone 
survive  of  those  who  took  a  leading  part  in  that  famous  struggle. 
Sir  Frederick  (then  Mr.  Carter,  M.H.a!.)  went  with  Hon.  John  Kent  as 
n  delegate  to  Canada,  and  won  g'lden  opinions  for  himself  by  his  ability 
in  this  matter.  Immediately  the  House  closed,  Hon.  P.  F.  Little  and 
U.  W.  Hoyles  were  snnt  rs  delegates  to  England  ;  ail  worked  unitedly 
and  with  a  will  to  destroy  the  convention.  H.  W.  Hojles  (leiider  of  the 
Opposition),  P.  F.  Little  (the  Attorney-General,  J.  Kent  (Colonial 
Secretary),    R,    Prowse,    W.     H.     Ellis     (Opposition     membeiB),    and 


Bt  8.  H.  Partimt.  Bt  B.  H.  Panon4.  From  an  old  p/Wtogf^pk. 

B,  J.  Parsons,  were  the  committee  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  and 
addre^ises  on  tho  subject.  The  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Newfoundland 
Legislature  were  worthy  of  the  occasion.  I  will  quote  only  the 
concluding  paragraph : — 

"  Wb  deem  it  our  datj,  most  reepectfullj,  to  protest  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  agaicBt  any  nttempt  to  alienate  auj  portion  of  oar  fisheries  or  oar  soil  ta 
anj  foreign  power,  without  the  consent  of  the  looat  legislature.  A§  ourJUhtry  and 
t«rritorial  righU  eomtitate  the  ba^U  of  our  commerce  and  of  our  tocial  andpolUieal 
exittenea,  as  they  are  our  birlhright  and  ih«  legal  wherUance  of  (mr  children,  w8 
cannot,  under  any  ciroamstances,  assent  to  the  terms  of  the  convention ;  we 
therefore  eamef>tlj  entre&t  that  the  Imperial  Oovernraout  will  take  no  step*  to 
bring  this  Trealj  into  operation,  bnt  will  permit  llie  trifling  pririlegea  thftt  remain 
to  09  to  continne  unimpaired." 

The  result  wns  a  great  triumph  for  the  Colony.  Before  Governor 
Darling   left    in    May   1857,   he    had    received    and    laid   before   the 
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JjegiaiAkaxe    the    celebrated    despatch     known    as    "  The    Labonchere 
letter":— 

"  Tbe  propoBob  cont»uied  in  Ihe  Gonrention  having  been  now  nneqnirocnbly 
refused  bj  the  Oolooj,  they  trill  of  uonrae  fall  to  the  gronnd;  and  yon  are 
authorised  to  give  enoh  utnranoe  as  yon  may  think  proper.  That  the  consent  cf 
the  community  of  Newfonndhuid  is  regarded  l^  Her  U^'esty's  Ooremmeiit  as  the 
efwential  preliminary  to  any  modification  of  their  territorial  or  maritime  rights." — 
(H.  Labonchere.). 

Mr.  Darling  had  informed  the  House  during  the  winter  of  bis  pro- 
motioQ  to  Jamaica.  The  publication  of  His  Escetlency's  own  despatch 
(No.  66,  July  23rd,  1856)  created  a  very  strong  feeling  against  him  ; 
OD  a  careful  perusal  of  this  document,  I  think  the  irritation  it  produced 
was  rather  extreme.  He  states  emphatically,  in  regard  to  the  French 
proposals : — 

"  Their  proposition  may  be,  indeed,  justly  described,  when  regarded  in  its 
national  beu-iug,  as  one  of  which  tk»  advantage  it  viltoUy  on  the  French  aide." 

The  objectionable  paragraph  in  the  paper  is  on  the  question  of 
French  exclusive  rights. 

Governor  Darling's  letter  is  in  marked  contrast  to  his  predeceasor'a 
communication  of  September  1853  (No.  57).'  Governor  Hanulton's 
views  are  both  more  logical  and  more  correct ;  they  are  founded  on  a 
more  complete  knowledge  of  the  history  of  the  fishery.  The  despised 
and  insulted  Eer  Baillie  Hamilton  was  really  a  far  more  sincere  and 
loyal  friend  of  the  Colony,  and  a  far  abler  defender  of  our  fishery  rights 
than  Sir  Churlea  Darling,  the  popular  introducer  of  responsible  govern- 
ment and  tbe  pati-on  of  tbe  Liberal  party.  We  must  give  both  of  them 
credit  for  honesty  of  purpose ;  but  it  is  clear  that  Hamilton  had  the 
advantage  of  superior  information  on  the  subject.  This,  I  think,  was 
largely  due  to  his  advisers,  Messrs.  Archibald  and  Crowdy,  as  well  as 
his  mercantile  friends. 

On  the  question  of  "fixed  Gcttlements,' the  correct  definition  of  tl^e 
term  is  undoubtedly  given  by  Governor  Hamilton.  It  is  clear,  that 
under  the  administration  of  our  naval  Governors,  the  fishery  carried  on 
by  both  French  and  English  on  the  coast  was  a  ship  fishery  without 
permanent  stages,  &c. ;  uader  these  atrangements  each  ship  as  she 
arrived  selected  a  fishing  place  for  her  crew  and  made  the  necessary 
erections  for  carrying  on  their  operations.  Owing  to  the  French  being 
driven  off  the  coast  during  the  wars  between  1756  and  1818,  English 
fishermen  had  monopolised  all  the  north-east  coast ;  but  long  before  this, 
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aa  far  back  as  1698,  Newfoundland  "  planters  "  bad  extended  themselves 
from  Bonavista  gradually  as  far  north  aa  Quirpon.  It  was  the  per- 
manent establisbmenta  of  the  Knglish  fishing  ships  which  interfered  widi 
the  free  exercise  of  French  rights,  when  the  French  fishermen  came  back 
in  such  overwhelming  numliers  after  the  last  treaty  of  peace  in  1815 ; 
the  English  ship  fishermen  had  to  be  forced  away,  but  the  real  perma- 
nent settlers  were  never  interfered  with ;  the  French  encouraged  th^ 
presence  as  guardians  and  keepers  of  their  fishing  establishments; 
originally  they  never  claimed  a  right  to  interfere  with  these  small 
farmers  and  permanent  settlers  on  the  coast,  whose  occupations  in  the 
winter  were  furring  and  sealing,  and  it  is  to  this  direct  encouragement 
that  the  present  English  settlements  on  the  north-east  and  west  coasts 
are  largely  due.  The  English  fishery  at  this  time  was  changing  its 
character  from  a  ship  fishery  into  a  shore  fishery,  and  the  men  who 
had  been  using  the  west  and  north-east  coasts  now  betook  themselves 
to  the  more  lucrative  fishery  at  Labrador.  The  fight  made  against  the 
French  by  one  of  these  old  ship  fishermen  is  told  in  the  narrative  of 
the  stubborn  old  West  Countryman  Tory.^  Fixed  settlements  only 
referred  to  the  permanent  establishments  of  their  rivals,  the  English 
ship  fishermen.  Governor  Hamilton's  advisers  were  well  aware  of  Ihis 
histoiical  tact ;  Governor  Barling  seems  to  have  entirely  ignored  it 

The  treaties  on  this  subject  must  be  construed  according  to  their 
real  legal  meaning,  and  the  principles  of  International  law,  and  also  by 
the  expositio  contemporanea  showing  how  they  were  interpreted  and 
understood.  Whatever  was  not  given  to  France  remains  with  the 
proprietor  and  Soverefgn  Power,  England ;  we  have  therefore  the  right 
to  clear  and  cultivate  land,  to  work  mines,  to  carry  on  a  salmon  fishery, 
and  any  other  business  that  does  not  actually  interfere  with  the  French 
cud  fishery.  Our  opponents  may  claim  that  either  or  any  of  these 
interferes  with  their  limited  fishery  rights,  hut  the  injury  must  be 
proved,  their  claim  for  damages  must  be  a  reasonable  claim,  and  the 
question  must  be  decided  in  a  reasonable  and  rational  manner  by  the 

'  Theca»!eof  tfaefirmof  Ricbard&Mellam  wsr,  voA  kept  bim  ^risoper  for  twohoon; 

Tory,  of  Poole,  csirjiug  on  a  larf^e  biuineu  they  also  took  poBM«tion  of  a  aalmoa  fishery 

at  Sop'i   Arm,  White  Bay,  for  twenty-four  up   a  brook  vhicb   had  been  occnpted  and 

years  (set  forth  very  fully  m  a  long  memoriBl  used  by  an  Euslirihiiiai],  named   Craie,  for 

to  Ooveroor  KUlott  in  ITHS),  represents  very  thirty  yean,  made  hini  leave  the  brook  and 

higb-baoded  proceeiUngH  on  tbe  part  of  ihe  take   ap  his  nets,  &c.    The  French  let  the 

French  naval   officer*.      First,  two  bitteaux  Newfoundland  planter  Cnue  remain  b  |>ot- 

«ith  fifty  men  attempted  (o  take  poeseasion  sesaion  of  his  duelling-house  and  ptemisn. 

of  Tory's  premises,  but  tbey  would  not  allow  The  great  antagonism  of  the  French  at  tbt 

them  to  land  \  next  day  two  French  men-ot-  time  was  Bgainst  their  riTshi  the  English  ship 

war  came  to  Bop'i  Ann,  and  oScen  and  men  fishermen ;  tbe  fixed  seCtlemeDts  rderred  to 

armed  came  a^ore,  drove   the  Torys  from  were  their  rooms,  not  the  bomble  eatabiish- 

thelr  premises,  took  away  two-third*  of  their  ments  of  the  resident  fishermen,  which   the 

dwelling- bouse,    drafiged     onollier    Gnalish  French  Tsrely  diiturlwd. 
planter,  Craie,  on  boim]  the  Freacb  sloop-of- 
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British  Qovemment,  the  only  antliority  who  can  execute  a  treaty  oil 
English  territory.  For  instaDce,  on  the  weat  coafit  of  Newfoundland 
there  are  several  small  settlements  on  rivers.  These  streams  are 
barred  at  tlieir  mouths  by  aand  banks,  and  are  therefore  entirely 
unsuited  for  a  ship  cod  fishery ;  for  a  century  and  more  EJiglishmen 
have  cleared  and  cultivated  land  at  these  places,  and  latterly  son;e 
lobster  fuctories  have  been  carried  on  in  these  localities ;  will  any 
reasonable  man  contend  that  we  cannot  occupy  these  places  ?  We 
have  done  so,  and  will  continue  to  do  so. 

It  may  be  asked,  is  there  no  fair  solution  and  ttettlement  possible  of 
this  venerable  international  difficulty  ?  The  Freoch.  as  business  men, 
are  the  most  reasonable,  clear-headed  people  in  the  world.  If  this 
question  could  be  once  approached  in  a  fair  and  reasonable  spirit,  it 
might  be  amicably  settled.  At  t'le  pressnt  time  the  French  fishery  is  a 
ship  fisheiy,  carried  on  principally  on  the  banks;  their  sedentaiy  or 
shore  fishery  is   relatively  insignificant ;  ^  as  a  French  friend  of  mine 
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Number 

Wh«re  litnatod. 

ofMeD 
approii- 

M«i«ger. 

Where  fhnn. 

BevarkB. 

Btigltay         -        -        - 

Belin     -        - 



Not    worked   since 

Bartlett'B  Harbour    ■ 

32 

France. 

1892. 

St    JohD-t  lElsDd         •            - 

ao- 

Man?  -        . 

I'ort  su  Choii 

12" 

ViUla   -        - 

Franoe. 

Port  au  Choiz 

17« 

Reliii    - 

France. 

BUck  Dock  Brook   -        - 

15 

T«ian   -        - 

St.  Pierre. 

LesVachM      -        .        - 

24 

Farvicqne      - 

St.  Pierre. 

Sedlilud       - 

(All  lot 

aten  canned  at 

eaVacbes.) 

Cod  FiBHiNO  Booms. 


Bed  Inland       - 

«0 

Poifier  - 

St.  Retre. 

Tweed  laland  ■ 

28 

Hacala  -        - 

St.  Pierre. 

Port  an  Choii  - 

80' 

Belin    -        - 

Kreoce. 

6«Tage  Iilands 

35 

Belin     • 

France. 

Port  au  Choii  - 

80' 

ViUU   - 

France. 

Port  an  Choii  - 

34 

Budeau 

France. 

Berbice  Covo    - 

34 

Budean 

France. 

81.  John  Island 

70* 

Marie    - 

Fiance. 

Vabot  r>landa  ■ 

46 

Foliafd 

France. 

St.  Jaliens       - 

68 

Ejon    -        - 

France. 

Eouge     -       - 

8S 

Dollo    -        - 

France. 

Boui:   .    -    -    - 

85 

Pedron-        - 

France. 

vary  according  to  the  fiihiog,  as  their  leTTicee  ai 


[This  return   contains  the   French   lohster   factories;  these  erections,  with  boilers   and 
cliininejs,  are  a  dear  infraction  of  the  Irealj,  which  only  allows  temporarj  stages  and  s< 
(flakes)  for  coring  and  drjing  of  fish  (i.e.,  codfish .1.] 
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explained,  it  is  "  an  affair  of  a  dozen  old  fi;shtng  brigs."  The  first  requisite 
for  a  auecessful  bank  fiahery  is  a  certain  supply,  at  reaAonable  piie«s, 
of  the  three  varieties  of  fre^sh  bait — herring,  caplin,  and  sqaid.  Oar 
Qallic  neighbours  know  well  that  Fortune  Bay,  in  close  proximity  to 
St.  Pierre,  furnishes  the  best  possible  supply  of  bait  in  the  world  ;  it  is 
abundant,  etisily  accessible,  and  reasonable  in  price.  Without  a  certainty 
of  this  supply  at  a  moderate  rate  the  bank  fishery  is  unremunerative ; 
every  French  fisherman  thoroughly  understands  and  appreciates  this 
great  fact.'  This  supply  ia  entirely  in  our  hands ;  we  can  at  any  motnmt 
paralyse  the  movements  of  the  whole  French  fishing  fleet  by  stopping 
their  supplies  of  halt.  We  did  so  in  1888.  Their  fall  complement  for 
tlieir  first  baiting  on  herring  amounts  to  hfty-fonr  thooaand  barrels ;  by 
the  4th  May  in  that  year  the  French  had  only  obtained  four  thonsand 
and  forty  baiTels ;  thetr  spring  fishery  waa  in  consequence  a  complete  and 
disastrous  failure.  The  efi*6ct  of  the  Bait  Act,  which  began  ia  1888, 
is  clearly  shown  by  the  tables  given  below.*  That  year  was  a  &bvoarable 
one  in  the  bank  fishery,  as  both  the  English  and  American  fishermen 
made  good  voyages  in  1888. 

There  can  be  no  possible  donbt  about  the  effect  of  the  Bait  Act  oa 
the  French  fishery;  besides  the  convincing  proof  of  the  returns,  we 
have  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  published  at  Paris,  in  the 
Petit  Journal,  dated  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  July  15th,  1889 : — 

"  Onr  Colony  is  very  severely  tried  this  year ;  the  cod-fishing,  which  oonati- 
totes  its  principal — we  might  say  its  only— indostry,  has,  np  to  this  date,  given 

>  The  Tslue  of  our  hut  ia  shown  by  the  wonder,  thM  oar  L^ilaton  are  to  blind  lo 

following: —  the  interests    of    the  country  «s  to   pemiil 

"According  to   the  report  of   Captun  this  evil  to  eontinue?      U  it  not  nupiuii^ 

Loch,  of  U.M.S.  Alarm,  in  1B48  there  were  they  thonld  be  to  lupine  at  to  D^ect  tbeir 

860  Vreach  Banking  vesaeU,  of  from   l.SO  to  great  and  important  duty  ol  r-ni"g  tneh 

800  tons  each.carryiag  from  I6,0U0  to  17,000  lava,  and   adopting  such   measurM,  aa  will 

Frenchmen,  which   vessels  caught  annaally  effectually  check  and  prevent  our  foreign  rivall 

1,200,000  quintals  of  fieh  on  the  Banki.     Ue  from  obtaining   their  supplies  of   bait   from 

also   slates    that   Monsieur    Delucluae,    the  one  shores  ?  " — (Warun's  Xectvre,  p.  14.) 
I^renoh   Governor  of   ISt.   Pierre's,  hod    the 

honesty  to  teU  him,  it  was  tbe  snpplj  of  bait  '  Expobtb  of  FasHca  Fisn.  rmou 

obtained  from  the  Newfonndland  fishermen  OmciAL  Kbtubni. 

that  alone  enabled  them  to  carry  on  the  ilank  Total  catch 

fiibery.    Captain   Loch  also  remarks  !—' It  calcniated  Bonoty  paid. 

is   obvious   that,   by  withholding  from   the  in  dry  qtls.  Inoet. 

French  the  supply  of  biut  from  our  shores,  18?8 201,982 

tbeir   catch   on   the   Banks    would  sensibly  1879 2a3,9S3 

diminish,  and  their  trade  could  not  increa.-<e  1880 254,939 

beyond    the  limits   controlled    by   the  com-  1881 286,890 

paratively     veiy     scanty     supply     of    bait  1882 2&5,671 2,0SG,619 

afforded  by  their  own  coasts  and  islands.'  1888 S04,S80 8,588,442 

All   naval  offlcere   who    have   been  on  the  1884 404,604 3,342,114 

Western  station,  as  well  as  all  disbterested  iSSb 497,^84. 3,849,2:11 

persons  who  are  acquwnted  with  that  coast,  1886 579,390 5,109,680 

unite  in  stating  that  it  is  only  by  means  of  1887 453,058 4,e73,2'<a 

the  bait  supplied  to  them  by  British  subjects,  188)9 338,186 

that   the  French  are  enabled  to  carry  ou  the  1889 300,000 

Bank  fishery.      Is  it  not,  then,  a  source   of  (Sec  alto  p.  586.) 
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deplorable  reenlts.  Dnring  the  fireC  trip,  BeTen-eightlu  of  tlia  fiifaermen  hars 
barelj  paid  for  their  wine;  all  have  retamed  from  this  trip  with  an  KTeroge  of 
ftvm  fonr  to  eight  thousand  fiah,  siztj-flve  to  one  handred  &ad  thirty  qnintals  for 
each  craft,  which  representa  oearlf  uothing.  The  whole  of  this  fiah  hae  heen  sent 
to  Bordeaux,  and  we  have  nothing  left,  and  the  future  prospeoCs  look  almoat  like  a 
ooniplete  failure,  oonsequently  oonsamera  will  hare  to  paj  very  dearly  for  the  fiah 
which  thej  hare  hitherto  been  able  to  bnf  at  a  low  price.  Tlie  Khoouern  from 
Bl.  Pierre  are  obUffed  to  goto  the  eaat  coatt  <m  the  Frmch  thors  of  Newfoundland  in 
tearch  of  bait,  inhtch  meant  a  month' efiehing  hit." 

And  from  the  French  journal,  Le  Progris,  of  June  2nd,  we  get  the 
following  incontrovertible  testimony  :^ — 

"  This  bait  is  made  of  email  fish,  which  is  only  to  be  found  in  any  qnantitiea 
in  the  warmer  waters  of  the  soDth  ooaet  of  the  island,  and  is  the  neceaaarj  bait  for 
ood-fishing,  and  which,  until  1887,  the  French  oonid  bay,  according  to  their  want, 
at  St.  Pierre,  Miquelon.  The  law  forbidding  it»  iai«  vm*  thue  a  great  blow  for  than, 
as  they  were  redneed  to  bring  from  France  a  salted  bait  leas  liked  by  cod,  or  else 
to  find  for  themselves,  on  the  French  Shore,  a  fresh  bait  which  would  always  be 
eoitly,  and  the  anpply  of  which  would  be  irregnlar.  That  the  Bait  Bill  entailed  lot!t 
loi*  of  time  amd  money  to  the  Fnmoh,  emd  tbeg  found  tteirfithing  mueh  U*e  produotive 
than  before." 

The  French  are  a  very  shrewd  people ;  in  each  and  all  the  variouH 
commissions  to  frame  a  settlement,  one  of  their  principal  demands  was  a 
free  supply  of  bait  from  our  waters.  It  is  dear  then  that  we  have 
something  exceedingly  valuable  to  give  the  Freuuli ;  what  should  wc  ask 
in  return  for  this  immense  boon  of  free  bait  'i  I  think,  if  the  French 
would  be  reasonable,  we  could  settle  the  whole  question  something  after 
this  manner,  or  at  least  have  a  modva  vivendi : — 

1.  Let  the  French  have  exclusive  possession  for  the  fishing  season 

within  the  three-mile  limit  around  eacli  harbour  which  they 
actually  occupied  with  their  fishinir  sliips  and  crews  last 
seasoD,  one  or  two  guardians  to  be  allowed  in  each  harbour  to 
protect  their  property ; 

2.  Concurrent  rights  of  fishing  over  the  whole  noi  th-east  coast,  and 

on  the  west  coast  as  far  south  at  Cow  Head  ; 

3.  An  absolute  right  to  pui-chase,  paying  pore  charges  and  light 

dues,  a  full  supply  of  bait  at  anchor  in  any  port  of  entry 
in  Newfoundland  during  the  fishing  season,  subject  only  to 
the  same  regulations  as  our  local  fishermen. 

In  return  for  these  valuable  privileges,  what  should  we  askt  I 
think  we  might  demand : — 

1.  That  the   French  give  up  their  impracticable  and  absurd  claims, 
and  give  us  a  free  and  uninterrupted  right  of  fishing  on  all 
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the  north-east  and  west  coaste  of  the  treaty  shore,  ezce[><i  -wwhen 
the  French  are  allowed  exclusive  rights ;  and  should  a.  I  so  givt 
na — 

2.  An  English  consul  at  St  Pierre ; 

3.  And  an  undertaking  to  prevent  the  export  of  intoxicating   Uquois 

in  their  finhing  veseels  except  for  ship's  use. 
This  simple  arrangement  would  solve  a  great  many  of  the  pz^eseaE 
di£BculticS.     It  would  not  wound  French  pride,  they  would  hav^     ttie 
inestimahle  advantage  of   obtainiog  at  all  times  a  sure   and   c^r-tAm 
supply  of  bait  fresh  from  the  nets,  it  would  prevent  the  present  w^«».n4;oii 
destruction  of   the   but   fishes,   and    put    an  end  to  smuggling.        ZLTie  j 
plan    could    be    easily   carried    out.      Some  Newfoundlanders    mj^litl 
object  to  it,  and  no  doubt  the  St.  Pierre  shopkeepers  would  strDf>^-/_3,-| 
oppose  any  arrangement  which  would  put  an  end  to  their  lucrat;j-ve;- 
trade  of  smuggling.     Tliis  su^estion  is  entirely  my  own ;  it  is  a  good 
working  arrangement,  and  should  be  acceptable  to  all  but  tbe  extrem±^t:.s  - 
on  both  sides.    Under  no  circumstances  should  bait  be  allowed  to    Ite 
exported  to  St  Pierre.    Recent  experience  has  taught  the  bait  dealex-ss 
that  the  indiscriminate  sale  of  bait  to  the  French  is  suicidal  folly  even 
for  them.     Every  sensible  man  in  Fortune  Bay  will  approve  of  my 
proposal 
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REIGN    OF    VICTORIA. 

1857-1895. 

1858. — Fint  Atlantic  cable  laaded  ia  Trinity  Bi;,  but  noon  ceawd  to  act. 

1 800.— Vrlace  of  Wslen  TJBited  thelslnnd.     Formatioa  of  the  Voluaiecr  Corps. 


1863. — Great  dintresa  owiog  to  bad  fisheries.    Steamera  uaed  in  the  eeal  fiaherj. 

1863. — Hod.  L.  O'BHcd,  Administrator.     K«venae  coltecteii  at  Labrador. 

1864. — Sir  A.  Moigravf,  Governor.    Confederation  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada.    Copper 

mining  commenced  at  Tilt  Cuve.    The  Currency  Act  confirmed. 
186S.~pTeiient  Qeoiogical  Survey  commenced.     F.  B.  T.  Cuter   became  Premier,  and 

Sir  H.  W.  Hoyles,  Chief  Justice. 
1866.— Second  Atlantic  Cable  snoceufally  landed  at  Ueart'a  Content. 
186T. — Finhery  very  guccessfu].     Tlie  British  Korlh  America  Act  for  the  Confederation  of 

the  Province)  is  pMHed.    Dominion  of  Canada  proclumed. 


ISTO. — Hon.  C.  F.  Bennett  became  Premier. 

1871. — Garrison  witbdraim  from  Newfonndland.    Treaty  of  Washington. 

18T3. — IKrecl  Steam  to  England  by  Allan  Line  commenced.    General  Election ;  Bennett 

OoTernmeat  defeated. 
1874.— llie  largest   cod-fishery  ever  known   in   Newfoundland.      Sir   F.   B.   T.  Carter 

became   Premier.    The   Royal  Commission  ;   Sir  B.  Robinson,  J.  Goodfetlow 

and  J.  Fox,  Esquires. 


1876.— Sir  J.  H.  Glorer,  O.C.M.G.,  Governor.  Halifax  Fiihery  Commission  met; 
^5^00,000  awanled  as  compensation  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  to  tha 
British  Pnirinces;  Newfoundland's  share,  one  million;  Sir  W.  T.  Wbiteway, 
CommissioDer  for  NeirfouDdland.     Bishop  Feild  died,  in  Bermuda. 

1877.— Sir  F.  B.  T.  Carter  appointed  Acting  Assistant  Judfje.  Commander  W.  Howorth, 
B.N.,  appointed  first  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  West  Coast,  by  Imperial  and 
Cotouiat  Governments  1  duties  first  collected  there. 

1878 — Kt  W.  T.  Wbiteway  became  Premier. 

1880. — Sir  F.  B.  T.  Carter  appointed  Cbicf  Jnftice  t  Colonial  GoTemment  allowed  to 
make  gnnts  of  land  on  the  West  Cuopt  or  "French  Shore"  so-called.  Sir 
F.  B.  T.  Carter,  K.C.M.G.,  Adininistrator.     First  Railway  Bill  passed. 
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—  Serioue  diftiirbance  on  ibe  mlwaj  line  (B«[ilc  ot  For  Trap).  Sir  Henry  Fi'i- 
Hardiuge  Muim.  Governor.  Firel  Railway  under  cooatructioD  in  McnfoDadldJiil ; 
St.  John's  to  Marbour  Grace. 


1882. — An  Act  pBSapd  for  the  eonalniclion  of  the  Oreal  American  nnd  Kuropean  Short 
Line  Hailwaj.  Charter  granteil  for  Ibe  construetioa  of  a  Graving  Dock, 
tjir  W.  V.  Wbilewaj'  became  L'remier. 

1863,— St.  Rteplien'B  Day  Harbour  Grace  riots.  Sir  F.  B.  T.  Carter,  Admiuisinitor. 
Sir  H.  Masse  died  in  Si.  John*.  Sir  John  H.  Glover,  G.C.M.G.,  appointed 
Governor.  Dry  Dock  nt  Kirerhead,  St.  John's,  opened.  H.M..S.  TmeJom 
docked.  Fishery  Exbibilioa  held  in  London ;  Sir  A.  Shea,  K.C.U.G.,  Com- 
mlsaioner  For  (he  Colony.  Bailvay  to  Harbour  Grace  opened  for  paasengeis. 
Hon,  E.  lloniii.  Administrator  in  abaenre  of  Sir  F.  B.  '1'.  Carter,  K.C.M.G. 


nmenced. 
t.T.  Carler,  Administrator.    Kir  G.  W.  Des  Vteui  appointed  Governor, 

1887.— The  Bait  Act  became  Law.  Sir  H.  A.  Btake,  Governor.  Ballot  Act  pnsKHl. 
Queen's  Jubilee  :  Service  in  English  Cathedral  attended  bv  all  denomiuaiioas 
of  Proteslanta.  Sir  A.  Shea,  K.C.M.G..  appointed  Governor  of  the  Bahamas, 
Colonial  Conference  held  in  Loudtm;  Colony  represented  by  Sir  R.  Tborbum, 
l'remier,  and  Sir  A.  Sben. 

1888, — Second  Washington  Treaty  negotiated ;  Hon.  J.  S.  Winter  repre^nted  the 
Colony.  Modus  vicendi  eatablished  for  two  years.  Bait  Act  put  in  operation 
in  March.  Placentia  liailway  opened  for  traffic.  Act  to  provide  Municipal 
Council  fcr  St.  John's  paaeed.  Sic  T.  N.  O'Brien  appointed  Governor.  Sir  F. 
B.  T.  Carter  Admiuiatrutor  to  January  lSb9. 

defeated    by    ui   immense  majority. 

IfOO. — Act  authori^i^lg  new  Railway  Line  North.  Afritation  concerning  Ibe  modus  virenili 
vith  the  French  about  Lobatci  FaclorieH  West  Coast.  IJeciprocity  Treaty  with 
United  S'aiea  by  Hon,  li.  Bond,  Colonial  Secretary  ;  prevented  being  carried 
into  etfect  by  Can;idB.    Delegation  to  England  on  difficulties  with  the  French. 

1691. — Municipal  Council  Act  amended.  Delegation  to  England  on  difficulties  wiih 
French.  I'lternutioiral  arbitration  on  Lobster  question  tn  bn  helO  at  BrusseU. 
Hail'a  Hny  Kiiilwny  completed  lo  Trinity  and  Bonavitta  Bays,  Celebrated  ca*e 
of  Uaird  v.  Walker,  arising  out  of  niv^Hi  vietndi,  determined  by  Supreme  Court 
ip  favour  of  plaintiff;  confirmed  by  ibc  I'rivy  Council.  f<'e«foimdland  Bill  tu 
the  House  of  Commons. 

1802.— Btuth  of  the  Duke  of  CInrencc,  January  Ulh.  Terrible  calamity  and  loss  of  life 
in  Trinity  liay,  February  26lb,  Givat  fire  iu  St.  John's  on  8th  and  !>th  of 
July. 

1833. — General  election  j  Sir  W.  Whiteway's  Government  returned  by  a  large  majority, 

1894. — Election  petilions,  siitecu  members  unseated.  Roodridge  GoieinnienI  formed. 
Failure  of  the  Cummerciul  und  Union  Banks  and  niany  mercantile  houHi. 
Greene  Government  forme<l. 

1893.— Disabilily  Bill  sauclioned  by  tbe  Impetinl  Government.    Sir  W.  V.  TVbilenij, 


I  am  conscious  of  many  .sins  of  omission  and  commission  in  the 
preparation  of  ttiiw  mast  difficult  part  of  my  fcubject ;  whilst  endeavour- 
ing to  write  a  true  history  of  the  period,  I  have  hud  also  to  walk,  like 
Agag  before  Saul,  delicately,  in  order  to  avoid  offence.     Many  minor 
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events  which  I  have  not  included  in  the  text  will  be  found  in  the  notes 
and  the  chronology.  The  history  of  St.  Pierre  and  Aliquelon,  one  of 
the  most  amusing  episodes  in  our  Isltvnd  story,  and  an  account  of 
the  Labrador,  will  be  found  in  a  ae,  arate  chapter. 

Many  persons  have  imagined  that  the  frequent  election  rows  in 
Newfoundland,  about  this  per'od,  were  the  outcome  of  religious  bigotry, 
bi'tt  a  better  understanding  of  the  facts  will  show  us  that  this  is  an 
incon-ect  view.  There  is  no  real  bigotry  or  sectarian  intolerance  in  Ne^»■- 
fotmdland  ;  all  these  riots  were  made  to  onler.     Dr.  Johnson  has  defined 


From  a  draKing  bt  th*  Bq».  and  Ber.  W.  Orof. 

patriotism  as  "the  la,st  refuge  of  a  scnundrel."  Tlie  sham  patrols 
who  instigated  their  dupes  to  get  up  these  disturbances  often  made 
religion  a  stalking  horse  for  their  designs  on  the  Trpasury ;  the  blatant 
demagogues  who  cried  out  that  tlie  Catholic  Church  was  in  danger,  or 
that  the  sncred  rights  of  Protestantism  were  being  trampled  on,  always 
bloomed  out  after  the  mel4e  as  fnt  olficiab.  Instigated,  by  thcpe 
designing  ri>gues,  a  few  rowdies  and  bludgeon  man  led  the  way,  and  the 
simple  crowd  that  followed  vere  led  to  believe  that  their  rights  or  their 

a  a  1 
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religion  were  in  danger  ;  in  American   political  slang  this  in  known  as 
"  bulldozing," 

For  a  few  years  after  the  inception  of  the  Legislature  these  tac-tics 
were  pre-eminently  snocessful,  especially  in  Conception  Bay.     We  hear 
most  flbout  riots  by  Catholic  mobe,  but  the   attacks  on  Catholics  by 
Protestants,  in  B»y  Roberts  and  other  places,  were  equally  disgraceful. 
The  riots  of   I86I  marked  the  end  of  this  discreditable  violence  ;  it  was 
all  caused   by  unscrupulous  politicians,  there  was   no   strong  popular 
sentiment  to  sustain  it ;  disorder  and  political  rowdyism  completely  died 
away  shortly  after  these  events  of  1861  ;  it  would  never  have  arisen  had 
the  principles  of  amalgamation^  and  fair  play  to  all  parties  been  carried 
out  on  the  introduction  oF  responsible  government ;  but  the  Protest  mts 
and  the  Merchants'  pa-ty  blindly  resisted  the  new  movement,  and  the 
Liberals  and  Catholics,  being  wiser  in  their  gene)'ution,  and  more  skilful 
politicians,  though   representing   really  a  minority  of   the  p'>pulation, 
gained  the  ascendency,  and  kept  it  from  1855  to  1861.     Having  kept 
power  so  long,  they  wtre  loth  to  give  it  up ;  they  made  a  terrible  outcry 
when  they  were  turned  out   in  1861.     When  the  elections  were  fairly 
contested,  the  Protestant   party,   representing  a 
majority  of  the   people,   easily   won.     In   their 
turn  they  kept  all  the  departmental  otGces  for 
themselves  ;    it    is   due   to   Sir    Hugli    Hoyles's 
memory,  however,  to   state   that  he   offered  his 
opponents    a   fair   share    in   the   Government — 
the  PresiiJeiitship  of  the  Council,  held  by  Hon. 
L.  O'Brien,   and    two   departmental  offices — but 
the   Catholics   either   could   not,   or  would   not, 
coalesce  witli  him.     The  principle  of  amalgama- 
tion, giving  all  classes  and  creeds  a  fair  share 
BIB  B.  E0BIM90!!.  of  thc  officBS  aud  palronsgc,  was  not  canied  into 

B»  aneha.  Byd4.  dfect.  uutil   18C5,  Under  the  Liberal  Adminiatia- 

tion  of  Sir  Frederick  Carter,  Since  then,  the 
relative  position  of  the  great  religious  bodies  has  completely  changed ; 
formerly  their  numbers  were  nearly  balanced,  now  the  Protestants  out- 
number the  Catholics  by  nearly  two  to  one. 

Sir  Alexaudt-r  Banneiman's  administration  of  the  Government  lasted 
frcm  1867  to  1863 ;  the  period  wa-s  marked  by  prosperity.  In  the  year 
following  his  arrivid,  Hon,  P.  F.  Little,  the  able  leader  of  the  Liberal 


'  Mr.  Liltle  offered  Mr.  Hojlea  the 
AttoTDef-CeiieralBlup  if  be  would  ainsl  io 
the  morement  for   renpoiuiblc   govemmcut ; 
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party,  retired  from  politics,  and  was  appointed  an  assistant  judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court;  the  Hon.  A.  W.  Bes  Barres  and  J.  Simms,  assistant 
judges  of  tbe  Supreme  Court,  having  been  psnsioned,  Mr.  B.  BobiuHon 
and  Mr.  Little  were  appointed  in  their  places ;  two  more  able  and 
efficient  judges  never  graced  the  Bench. 

One  of  the  most  notable  events  in   ]  859  was  tlie  hotly  contested 
election  of  that  yew.     Burin  was  what  the  Americans  cidl  the  pivotal 
district ;  there  has  never  been  in  this  Colony  anytliing  like  the  struggle 
wbieh  took  place  there ;  every  office  holder  of  the  old  Assembly,  and 
every   Liberal  supporter,  was   requisitioned   foi-    the   campaign  fund. 
Mr.   Glen,  who  managed    this    part  of   the   business,  was  inexorable ; 
members    and    officiuls    fought    against    the    demands    of    tlie   stem 
old  Receiver-Qeneral,  but  all  had  to  pay  down 
their   money.      Hoyles    and    Evans    were    the 
Conservative    candidates,     the     Liberals     were 
represented  by  A,   Shea   and   J.    J.    Rog«r8on ; 
tliey   were  well  matched  opponents,     Mr,  Shea, 
now   Sir   Ambrose,  was   the  gieutest   politician 
of   his   party,  one   of  the   most   able    men  the    . 
Colony    has     produced,   and    amongst    his    co- 
religionists far  away  the  greatest  of  them  all ; 
he  had  an  opponent  worthy  of  his  steel  in  the 
Conservative  leader.  Sir   Hugh    Hoyles.     What 
the   contest   cost   has   never   been  wade  public,  joh»  8tiiibt.' 

parity  of  election  was  then  undreamt  of.     The  Bg  s.  b.  PartoH*. 

Liberals    were    credited    with    spending    ii-bout 

£2,000 ;  Mr.  Hoyles  paid  all  his  own  expensea  The  conte-ft  was 
exceedingly  close,  but  the  tactics  of  Mr.  Shea,  and  the  intimidation  of 
electors  by  the  celebrated  Cody  ( "  who  had  a  claim  "  )  at  Fiat  Islands 
and  elsewhere,  helped  materially  to  gain  the  day. 

The  Liberals  again  carried  the  Government — the  Hon.  J.  Kent  was 
Premier  and  Colonial  Secretary;  Hon.  0.  J.  Hogsett,  Attorney-General; 
Mr.  Shea,  Speaker.  The  new  administration  was  inferior  in  strength  to 
Mr.  Little's  cabinet.  Mr.  Kent,  as  Premier,  was  a  most  honest  and 
capable  official,  but  his  tem|)er  was  uncertain,  he  never  enjoyed 
the   complete    confidence   of  tbe  Catholic   i>ai-ty  and   of   Dr.    Mullock 


'  John  Stairt,  of  rhe  old  firm  of  Rvnnie  and   the   Board   of    Workl.      A   moit  >ble 

Stakrt  &  Co.,  wbb  ibe  miRtt  popular  man  in  official,  kindliest  aoil  mont  genial  of  men,  hw 

Newfound  I  luid  ;  for  over  30  years  be   per-  death  left  a  void  in  tbe  Hoiwe  and  out  heaitt 

formed    the   duties   of    the  two  responsible  whicb  can  never  be  filled, 
oflces  of  clerk  lo   the  House  of  Assemblj 
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like  his  pradecessor ;  the  real  leader  was   Mr.   A.   Shea.     Though   the 

sunohine   of   prosperity  had   risen  upm   tliein,  it   did   not  laat ;    from 

I860  to  J861  there  were  serious   divibioris   in    the   party,    the    strong 

and   skilful   hand   of   Mr.    Little   wat   no  longer   felt,   nnd     the    great 

Libeial  party  began  to  fall  to  pie^-es.      She* 

and    Kent    did    not    work     hai'inonionsly 

tog.  ther.     In   1860    the   fisheries    partially 

failed,  there  was  consequent  distress,  and  a 

lavish  expenditure  of  relief  to  able-bodied 

poor ;  Mr.  Kent,  I  believe,  was  opposed  to 

this    iitdisoiminate    expenditure.       Jn     the 

autumn  of  1800  there  was  a  special   se-aion 

of  tiie  Le^slature  held  bafore  Chiistman ;  it 

was  soon  manifest  to  outsiders  that    there 

was  war  in  the  Liberal  eaiup. 

A  serious  conflict  bad  ai-isen  earlier  in 

HON.  juHs  SEMI,  'be  year,  between  Bishop  Muloek  and   the 

Sr  chiihoim.  administration,     wliich      called     out       the 

celebrated  letter  given  bolow.^    His  lordship 

and  Mr.  Justice  Little,  on  a  visit  to  New  York,  had  virtually  made  a 

contract  with  the  owners  of    the  steamer   Victoria  to  run  this  vessel 


"  Mj  denr  people,  June,  1860. 

"  I  uddivu  you  this  letter  on  a  nmller 
of  vital  imporlBDce  to  youc  ililercGts,  sod  I 
consider  tbat  mj  udvoKucy  of  evcrytbiiijt 
ciiDUi'Cted  with  the  iiuprovtnient  of  the 
couuCtj  gives  me  a  riglit  lo  offi-r  jou  a  few 
vords  of  ndvice.  The  f-nax  uiid  pBrumount 
waat  (if  KeH-fuundland  is  a  fHcility  of  eom- 
muuiciition  betweeu  (he  i:apital  and  the  out- 
ports  :  ud  long  at  the  outpiirtB  are  left  isolated, 
Eo  long  will  eduestioD,  religion,  and  civiliiu- 
tion,  be  left  in  the  baekground.  Kewfouud- 
Inod  must  [emain  in  thul  i-tnte  of  darkncsB  to 
Mhich  »;ic9of  bad  Ro  vera  men  t  ha  le  reduced 
it.  1  BolcTDDly  declure  that  nithuut  steam 
comni'inication  the  people  iiiusl  remniD  poor, 
depr.ided,  and  iiDornnt.  Force  I  by  tha 
indiftuant  voice  or  the  people,  those  whom 
you  call  youT  repre^ntnlives  passed  a  Bill 
^rantiiiK  £3,(HJ0  a  year  for  five  yean  for 
oul-port  steam.  It  appears  that  by  aitishonest 
quibble,  intended  lo  riefcat  [he  project,  two 
fcteaniers  vere  smufcgled  into  the  Bill  so  as  to 
reuUer  the  oHer  i]lu:<ory,  iu  plaio  English  a 
humbug. 

"A  beautiful  steamer,  in  every  nay  ndapt- 
rd  for  the  purpose,  eofpiged  to  do  the  service 
north  and  south  twice  u  month,  na^  offered 


in  New  York  ;  I  visited  the  »bip  myself,  and 
if  she  was  not  all  that  was  specified,  the 
conlroct  conld  be  terminated  lit  three  monilis' 
notice,  Sbe  had  every  accominodatioD  for 
pa)i9en);ers.  and  would  have  done  more  to 
di-velop  the  interests  of  the  ant>harbDor«  than 
all  the  Houses  of  Assembly  that  ever  oict  00 
the  Island. 

"  The  Govemmeot,  when  ihey  saw  the 
matter  brought  to  a  point,  refuted  to  engage 
her.  What  waa  intended  only  to  delude  the 
p^t)ple  was  about  to  become  a  reality,  and  the 
contract  was  repudiated.  How  does  it  happen 
that  an  enormous  revenue,  wasted  in  provi  nng 
u-elcss  places  for  5M/e  pau/jc  «,  cai.uot  affuid 
the  sum  of  iS.lMJO  a  year  for  oulport  »o- 
commi.dBtion  ?  Year  by  yt:ar  every  improve' 
mcol  ii  put  off  for  want  of  mcins,  though 
every  infunt  even  in  Newfoundland  piys  in 
taxet  £1  a  head.  Will  strangers  believe  that 
in  a  llritish  Colony  the  thir<!  town  of  Fortune 
Bay  is  in  reality  further  from  us  than 
Constantinople  ?  hut  then  we  have  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  thousands  np<>n  thousands 
of  pounds  oiatributed  amoD){St  our  locuit-likt 
officials.  We  piiy  heavy  taie<i,  but  get  coni- 
p.iratively  no  return ;  slinosl  all  goes  iu 
salaries  and  petended  compensations,  and  I 
b^iie  no  hesitation  in  saying  tbat  the  Ciillec- 
tion  of  a  revenue  under  the  present  system  is 
nothing  but  lejaiized  robbety,     1  aiu  aware 
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twice  a  month  north  and  south.  An  Act  had  been  passed  granting 
£3,0^)0  ft  year  for  local  steam,  itnd  the  bishop,'  a  most  vigorous  supporter 
of  improved  commuuicatiour>  both  by  steam  and  telegraph,  was  terribly 
wroth  when  his  own  particular  Government  refused  to  recognise  his 
authority  to  commit  them  to  n  contract;  when  his  lordship  found  that 
the  Government  fiimly  refused  to  charter  the  Victoria,  he  denounced 
Mr.  Kt-nt's  administration  in  this 
scathing  epistle. 

'i'he  year  thxt  marked  the 
piiblicatio)!  of  Bishop  Mullock's 
letter  is  also  distinguished  in  our 
annals  by  the  arrival  of  His  Roj  al 

Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  on 

his  way  to  Canad  i  and  the  United 

Stittes.     The    visit,   which    lasted 

from  the  22  nd  to  the   25th  July 

11S60,  WHS  a  complete  Bucces^;  the 

town   was   given  up   to    fe-tivity 

and    rejoicing,     the    young     heir 

apjiarent   won   all    hearts    by  h's 

gi-iice    and     couiiesy.      We      did 

honour   to    our    future    sMcreign 

by    a    grand    ball,    a,    regatta,    a 

review,  and    tlie  gift  of    a   dog* 

from  tlie  breed  of  the   celebrated  t„a  mrscB  of  wi.lbs. 

Bat    Sullivan.       Much      of      the 

success   o£   the  Prince's   visit   was  due  to    Sir   Alexander  and    Lady 

Biumernian,  tlie  Duke  of  Newcastle's  tact,  and  Ihe  geniality  and  refined 

cjurbesy  of  old  Earl  St.  Germiins,  the  excellent  management  of  General 


that  my  nwoe  has  been  mtde  iise  of  to  pi-op  utterlj' unfilled  to  the  nervice;  in  September 

up  the    Eupporleri   of    thii   fystem,  but    I  1861  she  completely  broke  doirli,  and  had  to 

cnnsEder  it  I'lie  to  myself,  and  to  those  whose  return  to  Hew  Yort.    In  1863,  the  S,S.  Ai  iet 

IiilcreHlii  1  advoeale,  to  repudiate  any  cod-  was  put  on  the.  route  north  and  roulh,  by  ber 

nexioQ  with  a  purtj  who  talie  care  of  them-  ownrr,  IIod.  Captain  Clesry  ;  under  her  moet 

eelves,  but  do  nothing  tor  the  people.     This  careful  comrannder,  Hugan,  she  did  excellent 

i' not  a  polilicil  or  a  religiouf  question,  it  ig  vork.  until  she  was  finally  replaced  by  the 

one  of  eiTilimtion,  in  which  CalholicB  and  B'rnmers  Tijrr  and  Lropard.     In  187T  (he 

I'rotCBtant*,  priest*  and  ministers,  are  equally  Ciirleic   and    PIni-er  began   a   very  efficient 

iuieieHled."  service.     In  I8S8  the  fine  steamers  Ko/und 


'  Nenfoundtand   ovea   a  deep  debt    of  and   Conscript   of    the  Coitatal  Steamships 

gratitude  lo  llr.  Miillouk  J  he  was  not  only  the  Comijanj  iieiformed  the  work.  These  splendid 

luiive,  earnest  promoter  of  steam  coniniunica-  bo'ts  were  a  vast  improvement  on  the  former 

libii,  both   local  and    (ransatlanlic,   for    the  ou:i-l:il  >teameis. 

Colony,  he  was  ihe  first  to  advocate  a  rail-  *  This  dog,  "  Cnhot,"  was  afterwards  the 

way  to  Hiirhour  Grace  and  telc^aphic  com-  subject  of  an  nmn^iinj;  Ian  suit.    Cnbot  was 

rauuicilion.    T'be  steamer   Victoria,  Caplain  a  vvry  fine  animal,  and   Sullivan  chariced  a 

fjuiworth,  eventually  inaugurated  local  Bteam  roynl   piicc   for   him,    irhich   the   committee 

irlU    and    south ;   dhe   wiis  thought  exorbitant. 
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Bruce,  the  Prince's  Qovemr>r,  and  the  popular  gay  young  Captains  Grey 
an<l  Teesdale,  the  hero  of  Kars.  All  went  merry  as  a  niariiage  bell 
during  the  three  lovely  summer  days  of  the  Prince's  Blay  amongst  luj 
one  and  all  did  their  best  to  make  the  auspicious  occasion  a  truly  joyous 
time ;  our  volunteer  turn-out  and  review  was  a  great  success. 

The  spring  session  of  IS61  was  marked  with  more  dissensions  in 
the  Government  ranks  about  poor  relief.^     An  injudicious  utterance  of 
the  Premier  brought  matters  to  a  climax ;  the  strife  in  the  party  was  bo 
keen  that  there  would  have  been  a  split  oven  if  this   untoward  event 
had  uot  happened.     Mr.  Kent,  in  his  place  in   the  House  of  Assembly, 
openly  accused  Sir  Alexander  Bannerman  of  conspiracy  with  the  judges,' 
llie  lawyera,  and  the  minority  in  the  House  of  A8.sembly,  to  defeat  the 
Gavernment  Bill  fixing  the  value  to  be  given 
to  sterling  money  in  the  payment  of  ofEcittl 
salariea     This  accusation  appeared    in  the 
newspapers.      The  Governor   wrote  to  tlie 
Colonial  Secretary   asking  for  an  explana- 
tion ;  Mr.  Kent  re|)lied  that  he  did  not  con- 
sider himself  called  upon  to  give  an  account 
of  his  utterances  as  a  member  of  the  Le^s- 
latuve  to  His  Excellency.'     Immedinte!y  on 
r.-ceiving  this  communication,  Sir  Alexander 
disinis-sod  his  ministry  and  called  upon  the 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  Mr.  Hoyles,  to  f onn 
SIB  n.  uoYLBB,  *  ''^^  administration.     Mr.  Hoyles  selected 

Bif  th€  sitreoicBpic  Company.         ^^^  Govemmeiit.  and  announced  its  fonna- 
tion  to  the  Assembly. 
The  House  was   imnr.ediately  dissolved,  and  a  general  election  took 
place  in  April  1861.*     There  was  no  contest  in  Burin,  Hnd  no  conflict  or 

■  Bishop    Mullock  wrote   na    indi^inl  *  Judge  BobinMin  bad  tlwajs  contendMl 

letter  about  the  distribntioo  of  poor  relief.  that  atertimg  could  odIj  mean  British  BterKlf, 

Mr.  Keut  tried  hooesily  to  curtail  and  r«fni-  i-e.,  dollnn  at  ii.    ad.      It    had    been   tbc 

tati!  the  expeudltiiie.     He  fouud  ■  conspiracy  practiee  to  use  two  BterliDga,  oue  a  eolonul 

Bgainat  him,  headed  by  Mr.  Shea.     Mr.  1'.  sterling  dollar  at  <:  4i.  and  another,  dng- 

Kowlan  brought  in   a  resolution  "  Ihat  any  nnted   as  Bntish  sterling,  at  i*.  2d.    Jadji« 

regulations  made  od  tbe  subject  of  poor  relief  UobiiDion  petitioned  the  HoaH«  against  tbe 

should  not  ignore  the  juat  influencea  of  the  passage  of  this  Bill,  urging  hia  claim  (o  I* 

representatives  of  the  people."      Mr.   Kent  paid  his  official  Balary  in  Britiab  sterlipg. 

declared  he  "  was  attacked  bj  a   niiBerable  .  ,       ...         ...          ,.      ,,    n  ..im 

taction  who  soogbt  his  polilici  de.truc.ioo  ;  ,      *  '  K'.''t?"1.°'' ^^^'^•''"■"'■.K 

a  «,t  of  frozen  *serpenwrwhi<:h  having  beeti  '"'?'^  '"""/■  ^'^'^  ■""   rT"^J^ 

warmed  into  life  h^  stung  the  breaat^ivhich  ^"^"g""  ''^^o"'  "P'l'"«  *?  '"".J^"',^' 

gave  it  vitality.    Ther«  was  no  doubt  a  Judas  Mf-   Hogse      coolrajd.eted   h.m;    "  H^**" 

fr the  bottom  of  all  the,c  proceedings    .    .    .  r.^''^'^    '"^/    ""*   "**   i!!:*"""*^?-*^ 

It    was   well   knowu   who  wa.    the    peraon  "Then     |f     he     ~>i>f"lted     jo«."     repbrf 

behind  the  scenea,  some  designing,  co.eniug.  ^\  ."7,',"'  "'"'  '"»'*  be  ann,  to  put  lu. 

cunoiog  rc^e  who  for  ambition  or  vindictive  '" 

purposes  had  deviaed  thia  treason  against  the  '  For    the   result    of  the   election,  *" 
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riot,  except  ia  the  districts  of  St.  John's,  Harbour  Grace,  and  Harbour 
MaiD.  The  result  completely  cbangsd  the  position  of  political  parties. 
There  was  a  serious  disturbance  in  Harbour  Main  between  the  rival 
Catholic  candidates,  Ho;{sett  and  Farcy,  on  one  side,  Nowlan  and  Byrne 
on  the  other.  The  attempt  to  invade  Cats  Cove  (now  C-onception 
Harbour)  with  a  strong  Harbour  Main  contingent  caused  terrible 
bitterness,  the  death  of  one  man,  and  the  looting  and  destruction  of 
property.  After  a  protracted  contest  before  the  election  committee, 
Nowlan  and  Byiiie  were  subsequently  tleclared  duly  elected. 

On  the  13th  of  May  1861,  the  Governor  opened  the  new  House  o£ 
Assembly,  His  Excellency  was  booted,  and  a  violent  mob  Burrounded 
the  Colonial  Building  and  attempted  to  break  through  the  doors.' 
Messrs.  Hogsett  and  Furey,  who  claimed  to  be  elected-for  Harbour  Main 
on  a  certificate  from  the  returning  oflScer,  which  it  was  afterwards 
stated  wa»  obtaine<l  by  intimidation,  took  their  seats  in  tlic  House. 
They  were  ordered  to  withdraw  from  the  Assembly ;  they  refused ; 
Mr.  Hogsett  wns  then  removed  by  the  police,  and  Mr.  Furey  followed. 

Later  on  the  same  day,  there  was  a  serious  riot  in  St.  John's ;  a 
mob  broke  into  the  premises  of  Messrs,  Nowlan  and  Kitchen  (retiitives 
of  Mr.  P.  Nowlan,  the  member  for  Harbour  Main>,  on  Water  Street. 
Tlie  Sfddioi-3  were  ordered  out,  Col.  Grant  and  Judge  Little  nnd  Futher 
Jeremiah  O'Donnell  did  all  in  their  power  to  calm  the  violence  of  the 
mob  and  to  persuade  them  to  retire ;  the  magistrate  read  tlie  Riot  Act, 
but  all  to  no  purpose  ;  stones  were  thrown  at  the  military,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  drag  Colonel  Grant  from  his  horse.  Finally,  it  is  alleged, 
a  shot  was  fired  at  the  soldiers,  and  reluctantly  the  commander 
was  then  compelled   to  give  tlie  order  to  fire.'      Three   p3opIe   were 

*  1  mncmber  Ir.oking  at  the  mob  from  Mr.  Carter  or  Mr.  Beoiiftt,  the  magUlraies. 

the  wiDdowa  of  the  Home  of  Assembly.     A  Tbe  behaviour  of  Cul.  Grant  was  most  for- 

crowd  tried  to  break  in  at  the  lower  wMtera  beaiiDK ;  for  Dearly  two  bours  he  endeavoured 

door ;  a  tall  Jrishman,  whose  name  was  Dever  to   make    the    mob    retire    peaceably.     The 

known,  put   his  back   asaiaat  the  door  aud  Newfoundlander   that    altai^lCRd    Mr.    Hojles 

defended  it  ogainHt  the  whole  excited  rabble.  and  tbe  Governor  bo  bitterly  on  this  subject, 

'  It  in  but  fair  on  this  question  to  place  made  the  same  attack   on   the  Govemmeat 

side  by  tide  with  my  own  views  the  argnmenia  about   the    Harbour  Grace    election.     What 

put  forward  on  tho  Liberal  side.    They  con-  was  the  result  there  when  order  vaa  restored 

tend   that    the   Governor    should    not    have  nnd    tbe    eleciioo    fairly   conducted  ?     Both 

diemiased  hia   Ministry  for  tbe  net  of  one  Mea«rs.  Hayward  aod  Moore  were  rctoniL-d 

member;  ihaC  it  was  unlawful    lo    exclude  by  double  the  number  of  votes  received  by 

Hogsett    and    Furey    from    the    Houae    of  Frenderpist. 

Assembly;  that  the  police  force  and  special  No  one  can  doubt  now  that  Sir  Alexander 
eonstables  should  have  been  uaed  to  atop  the  waa  fully  justified  in  diamissing  the  Premier 
Hot — to  all  who  were  present  at  the  milie  of  and  bis  Ministry  wheo  be  made  au.'h  a  charge 
I3th  May  thii  idea  of  the  police  maintaining  agaia&t  the  Queen's  Uepreitentative,  and  re- 
order is  simply  absurd;  in  presence  of  such  a  fusrd  to  withdraw  or  apologiie.  Hon.  T. 
mob  the  Bnull  pohce  fbrvi  of  that  day  were  Talbot,  sheriff  (tbe  Protector  of  the  District 
olterly  powerless.  A  review  of  tbe  whole  Judges),  an  eminent  aud  derout  Catholic, 
evidence  givea  on  the  inquest  clearly  ex-  says,  in  his  short  History  of  the  Colony: 
oneiatrd  the  authorities  from  all  blame  ;  there  "  No  Governor  fit  for  his  position  would  have 
ia  not  a   shadow   of  a  cose    against   either  uhen  any  other  course  than  the  one  adopted 
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killed  and  twenty  wounded ;  amongst  the  injured  was  the  estimable 
Father  O'Donnell,  for  whom  great  eyuipathy  wa^  expressed  among 
all  classes. 

The  whole  trouble  was  due  to  the  turbulence  of  the  defeated  candidate 
Hogsett  and   the  violence  of  a  few  rowdies.     The  unfortunate   riot  in 
St.  John's  wa-j  the  direct  oatcome  of  the  Harbour  Main  election.      For  a 
time  it   nppeared  like   an   org-inised   attempt  to  make   parliamentary 
government  impossible ;  tiianks,  however,  to  the 
exertions  of  Bishop  Mullock  and  his  cler^^',  and 
the  gener.il  good  sense  of  the  conmunity,  order 
wa-*  completely  rest'ired.   The  next  day  the  town 
was  as  quiet  as  usual ;  C  tlonel  Grant  walked  up 
through  the  city  alone  with  his  cane  and  a  littJe 
dog  to  attend  at  the  inquest.     It  was  furtuuate 
for  us  at  this  Bt&ge  of  our  history  that  the  reins 
of  government  were  in  the  hands  of  one   who, 
in  thin  terrible  ciisis,  show,  d  a  fir  inn  ess,  and  cool, 
noB.  T.  iiLBoi.  undaunted  courage  that  won  the  admiration  of 

hia  fiercest  opponents.  Sir  Hugh  Hoyles  the 
leader  of  the  new  Government,  and,  we  may  say,  tlie  whole  Administra- 
tion rolled  into  one,  soon  alter  1861,  when  the  angry  passion  of  this  e*"!! 
time  subsided,  became  not  only  the  most  respected,  but  the  most  popular, 
man  in  the  Colony,  beloved  by  all  classes.' 


^y  Sir  AlenkndcT  BanDenunn."  After  all, 
the  best  annwrr  to  all  o'ljectiouii  made  aiminst 
both  llie  Governor  and  Mr.  Iloylea  is  the 
result  of  the  appeal  to  thi;  oonstitueacien ; 
when  the  elections  were  fairly  conducted 
u  good  working  majoritv  of  tlieir  own  party, 
over  and  above  their  Catholiu  allies,  n-an 
obtained  lo  r-untain  thfir  action. 

'  TnB  KioiB  OF  I8fil. 
NevfoMHdlaadfT.  Maj  141b,  1661. 
"  The  military-  thoiild  never  be  called  out, 
ami  never  are  called  out.  where  prudence  and 
pood  order  prevail,  until  the  civil  powern  of 
lepressioa  have  been  proved  insufficient, 
and  this  was  tiotoriously  nnt  the  cane  here, 
for  the  meauH  of  iin-res»ing  Iheio  lo  eflifiiiicy 
in  the  nay  we  euj;(;ea>,  had  been  neglected. 
Well,  nhat  might  have  heeu  anlicipntcd 
fullowcd;  the  I'lcwicc  of  (he  troops  excited 
anew  the  fury  of  some  of  the  townipeople. 
1'hove  who  had  been  before  then  dispersing 
be);an  to  collect  aguin  ;  ttonea  were  thrown  at 
the  Mtldieni ;  (k>lonel  Grant  was  insulted  and 
etrurk  ;  provocation  followed  provocation, 
nnd  the  nrjjer  wf>i  given  lo  Sre.  Then  came 
that  terrific  diaehar^  which  yet  thrills  with 
horrcr  every  mml  who  beard  i(,  tlint  Eoand 
which  told  of  slavglitBt  to  tje  ini^oceDl  and 


gutliy,  perhapi  to  the  innocent  alone,  as  tbe 
blow  might  chance  to  full ;  and  then  wa«  (Ix 
air  rent  with  such  shrieks  as  the  siiilden  and 
awful  seDi«  of  the  death  aummoDH  can  bIom 
produce.  Seven  shots  told,  three  of  them 
mortally ;  one  man.  named  Clifford,  gn  a^ 
widow's  only  son  and  support,  ditd  un  the 
instant.  The  two  others,  Hunt  and  Fiti- 
Palrich,  lingereil  but  a  short  time  ;  the  litter 
was  on  eldt-rly  invalid,  whn  had  only  the  daj 
beforr  come  out  of  the  hospital,  and  thouph> 
unhappily  for  (he  poor  fettow,  luahin^  one  of 
the  crowd,  quite  incapable  of  mischief,  both 
tram ngeand infirmity.  Amongst Ihe wounded, 
we  grieve  lo  say,  was  the  Itev.  .Teremiah 
O'Donnell,  one  of  the  \uost  esleemrd  'd^ 
loved  priest  in  the  isTnnd.  Eihauited  from 
his  prcvioDS  lahonrs  of  the  day,  he  called  » 
respectable  man.  named  falrick  Jl  irick,  wbol 
he  s»w  in  the  crowd,  and  took  him  to  lean  ea 
and  help  him  through,  while  he  entreated  and 
implored  them,  fur  the  love  of  .God,  to  yttj 
the  peace  anJ  retire  to  their  Komcs.  While 
thus  eiigHgeu  in  the  divine  work  of  pew*- 
thi)!  mo'i  amiable  and  worthy  priest  received 
■  shot  which  passed  through  his  ankle.  U< 
was  taken  into  a  neiglibininng  houKe  for  ■ 
while,  and  then,  in  n  mi>»^t  pninful  and  proi^' 
tmte  condition,  curried  home  on  a  b«d ;  poor 


lOOglC 


THE  SEAL  FISHERY. 


491 


Out  of  evil  sometimes  comes  g.iod  ;  t1ie  direct  result  of  all  this  rioting 
and  violence,  alt  this  stoiin  of  violent  partisanship  and  sectarian  strifK, 
■was  to  put  ail  end  for  ever  to  religious  ascendency  on  both  sides.  After 
a  short  respite,  it  becaine  the  tetiled  rule  in  the  formation  of  our 
Govei-iiment  that  all  religious  parties  slioull  be  fairly  represented  in  the 
arrangement  of  an  administration  and  in  the  distribution  of  offices.  As 
a  direct  result,  sectarianism  in  politics,  bigotiy,  and  intolerance,  have 
year  by  year  diminished. 

The  year  1861  witnessed  the  commpncement  of  the  great  civil  war 
between  the  North  and  South ;  many  of  the  blockade  runners  made 
St  John's  a  port  of  call  on  t!ieir  way  to  and  from  the  Soutlieiu  States, 

The  following  yeai',  1862,  will  always  be  remembered  as  "  the  spring 
of  the  Polynia  and  Gampeiilown,"  two  Dundee  whalers  that  ivere  sent 
out  to  prosecute  the  sea!  fis!iery.  Within  the  memory  of  man  there  his 
never  been  such  an  ice  blockade ;  for  weeks  and  weeks  it  blew  a 
"solid"  north-eister;  ths  selling  steamers  did  not  tnke  a  seal.  The  ill 
wind,  however,   blew   wealth   untold   into   Green    Bay ;  all   along  our 


Mi  rick,  who  was  niib  him,  ivas  shot  in  llio 
tUiph,  and,  of  cotirse.  very  ieriouely  injured. 
Wbeu  the  alurm  rang  through  the  crowd  that 
th«  pri«Kt  had  been  thot  doirn,  their  stroDgest 
f>i;lin|;a  n-rre  arouned  to  n  degree,  seemingly. 
bi'jotid  all  control,  nnd  iiifuriuted  demands 
fur  vcpgeance  vere  heard  in  every  dircclioa. 
At  this  critical  juncture  came  agHm  ihe  most 
praisL'worlhv  services  ol  the  Cntholiu  clergy 
a:id  Judge 'Little.  They  positively  left  Do 
n:e(ins  uuem ployed  to  ree train  the  people,  and 
hnd  they  done  less  than  they  did,  we  are 
BBEured  by  uadoubted  eye-n'iui<sBes  that 
direfal  rwnJiaiioo  would  have  followed.  The 
judge,  at  imminent  peril  to  his  life  from  stones 
on  the  one  hand  aud  muakel  balN  on  Ihe 
other,  rushed  into  the  middle  of  the  m^lue. 
He  called  upon  the  niagislmte,  Mr.  Bennett, 
tu  retire  Ihe  troops  for  the  safety  of  the  town. 
lilr.  Bennett  declined.  The  judge  then 
Bbscrted  his  oh'd  superior  authority,  mid 
SKBUred  Colonel  Grant  of  pence  if  he  irould 
withdraw  his  soldiers.  This  aesurnoce  n'lis 
strongly  endorKed  by  Crocknell.  .(.P.,  who 
came  up  at  llie  moment,  and  with  nine  and 
cnol  disceriimctil  saw  and  decliired  the  judge's 
proposed  cuume  1 1  be  liie  right  o:ic  in  nil 
T.'spccts.  The  Colonel  at  once  consented, 
witli  an  expression  of  deep  regrel  for  what 
had  taken  place,  and  requested  Ihe  judge  to 
iiceompany  him  and  his  men  t^i  Iwrracka, 
nhieh  was  accoidinglj  done.  Meanwhile, 
between  eight  and  u>ue  o'clock.  Ihe  powerful 
cummons  of  thu  cathedral  bells  bide  the 
terrified  and  enraged  mult:iude  repair  from 
amidF^t  scenes  of  crime  and  blood  (o  the  Hou!>e 
of  God,  there  to  hear  the  voice  of  their  chief 
poslor.    The  ihoroughrares  b4;giin  at  once  to 


empty  themselves  in  that  direetion,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  a  vast  multitude  had  assembled 
within  the  cathedral.  The  Kight  B«v. 
Dr.  Mullock  appeared  on  the  nttai  in  ponli- 
fii'Hl-<,  and.  with  heartfelt  and  me'ting  suppli- 
cations, conjured  the  people  to  be  calm,  to 
keep  the  pvace,  and  to  go  to  their  homes. 
He  then  prestnled  to  them  Ihe  Chslice  coQ- 
taiaing  the  Most  Holy  ttecrament,  and  exacted 
a  promise  from  all  present  thai,  for  the 
honour  of  the  Divine  Presence,  they  would 
obey  his  iustruRtiona.  and  endeavour  to  induce 
all  within  their  iuflaeuce  I  >  do  the  same. 
^ocm  after  this  all  externally  was  restored  to 
trjuquillily,  and  no  disturbjnce  or  breach  of 
the  peace  look  place  In  the  uight.  His 
Lordship,  on  the  fotlowing  evening,  repeated 
his  elhorlaiion  to  peace,  and  iMth  such 
excellent  effect  that,  thank  God,  all  is  well  up 
to  the  time  we  write.  The  present  is  not  llie 
moment  for  Ti^criminiilion  or  for  any  other 
irorls  ihaa  those  which  may  lend,  with 
Heaven's  help,  to  soften  down  passion  stimu- 
lated to  madness. 

"  At  a  nnire  filling  period  reiipon>ibility 
for  the  present  state  of  the  cnmmunity  will 
doubllos  ix^  Gied  upon  its  causes  and  aeces- 
sorie.'.  But  now  the  immediate  und  paramount 
duty  of  all  is  to  strain  every  nerve  for  the 
con^ervation  of  peace  and  order,  and  to  avoid, 
as  far  as  powible,  every  subject  or  proceeding 
calculated  to  freshen  or  keep  alive  the  bitter 
achin;.'  memories  of  those  events  we  have 
endiavoured  to  describe.  We  are  hoppy  to 
be  enabled  lo  add  that  Father  O'bonnell,  for 
whom  mch  universal  sympathy  eiistr,  is 
BBllBfaclorlly  recovering  from  the  effecla  i,f 
his  accident." 
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northern  coast  the  catch  oE  seals  by  shore  men  was  the  Inr^st  on 

record ;  £23,000  was  matle  by  one  firm,  Muir  and  Duder,  out  of  thU 
reinai'kable  windfall.  The  cod  fishery  oE 
this  year  was  a  partial,  and  the  ship  seal 
fishery  almost  a  complete  failure  ^  —  the 
worst  season  smce  1845 — the  whole  expcwi 
of  seal  skins  amounting  only  to  two 
liundred  and  sixty  thousand. 

In  the  following  year  Sir  Altfxander 
Bannei-man  ^  resigned  bis  Governorship  ;  he 
was  a  roan  well  stricken  in  years,  and  died 
in  the  year  following  his  retirement  from 
Newfoundland.  He  will  long  be  honoured 
in  our  memories  as  an  honest,  straightfor- 
■ta  A.  BiNNntKAB  wjird  administrator ;  a  genial,  kindly,  liberal 

From^nMporir^if.  o\d  Scot«hman,  with  a  dry,  pawky  humour, 

essentially  Aberdonian.    I  do  not  remember 

that  he  had  any  prejudice   in   the  world  except  against  the  Galway 

line. 

The  early  spring  of  this  year  was  marked  with  the  terrible  shipwreck 

of  the  S.S,  Anglo-Saxon  at  Clam  Cove  on  27th,  accompanied  with  great 


■  The  seaKOD  of  186i  wu  unprecedenled  ; 
for  Eft^-lwo  dayi  the  wind  «>i  inshore,  N.E. 
la  E.N.K.,  and  for  more  than  two  moDthg  Dot 
a  drop  of  rain  fell.  The  papers  of  the  da/ 
KpeHk  of  the  cenain  decliae  of  tht  seal  fishery. 
They  attribute  the  lostei  nwule  id  this  iitduMry 
to  the  large  »iie  and  eipense  of  the  mora 
modern  Teseel?.  The  Nerfimndlaader,  ot 
Tlh  April,  1862,  cays:  — 

"New  capital  will  certainty  not  be iDvested 
to  any  amount  in  the  ooBily  Mp»  that  have 
been  in  vogue  of  tale  yean,  and  it  looks  as 
■hough  the  choice  nilt  lie  twlneen  the  teesela 
of  the  otden  time  and  screw  steamers.  We 
Ihiqk,  irhether  ve  irill  or  no,  Ihe  Irade 
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Their  failure  in  (he  present  year  [Poli/Hia  and 
Comperdoim],  when  at)  have  failed  from 
(suseB  without  precedeot,  and  l>eyoiid  atl 
human  control,  will,  perhnpii,  not  deler  the 
name  purties  from  aooiber  attempt ;  and 
should  the  adventure  succeed,  we  must  go  to 
work  with  alt  the  same  meang,  or  be  Content 
lo  abandon  the  en'erprisB  altogether." 


lOM  Captain  E.  Whits  to 
Bbos,  6th  April  1863. 
Evanthet  at  Sea. 

Ind,  N.N.E.  and 


After  referring  to  t 
E.N. IS.,  and  sea,  he  nays 

"  As   CO  losECB,  1  am  afraid  tht 
iriti  be  fearfnl.    1  tiave  seen  some  sii 


mbet 


go  down  ihe  last  few  dnye,  among  which  arv 
the  Emily  Tohin.  Mefroie,  and  the  Atariforel, 
besides  several  others  I  cannot  name.  While 
1  am  writing  there  is  so  much  sea,  and  the  ice 
is  so  heavy,  that  I  cannot  tell  the  minute  Ihe 
sides  ot  my  vessel  will  be  driven  in.  I  have 
driven  from  the  Funks  since  the  SSth  ult. 
tightly  jammed.  We  are  now  off  Cape 
St.  Francis  and  expect  to  drive  to  Cape  Race 

before  getting  clear The  young  tuup* 

are  all  in  Green  Bay  and  White  Bay,  the 
vessels  cannot  enler  more  thttn  half  a  mile  in 
the  jam  ot  ice,  and  then  they  subject  Ihpin- 
sekes  to  damage  uid  loss  from  the  fearful 
sea."  The  spring  of  1894  very  much 
Tceembled  this  eatrao'dinary  season. 

'  Sir  Alexander  BaDnennan,  Knt.,  bora 
1783,  died  1BS4.  a  cousin  of  the  baronet  of 
[hat  name,  was  for  many  years  an  extensive 
rhipowner,  merchanl  and  baoker  of  AtKrdeeo, 
and  M.P.  for  Aberdeen  in  the  Liberal  Interect 
from  1832  to  1847.  He  was  elected  Dean  of 
the  Faculty  in  Msrischal  College,  Aberdeen, 
and  appointed,  by  Lord  Melbourde,  Commia- 
sioaer  of  Greenwich  Hospital ;  knighted  io 
1851  oo  his  appointment  as  Governor  Ol 
Prince  Edward's  Island,  tbence  to  Batiaraaa 
in  1834,  Newfoundland  in  1897  to  1863. 
Lady  Bannerman.  n/t  Margaret  Gordon,  sur- 
viveil  her  husband  several  years  j  ahe  was  an 
intimate  friend  of  the  great  General  Gordon, 
Bud  the  celebrated  Margaret  beloved  by 
lliomaa  Carlyle. 
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lo33  ot  life.     The  stes-ner  Bloodhound,  belonging  to  Baine,  Johnston 

&;   Co.,  commanded   by  the  late  Captain  Alexander  Graham,  and   the 

Wolf,  belonging  to  Walter  Grieve  &  Co.,  William 

Kean    master,    inaugurated    the    employment    of 

steam  in   the   seal    fishery.       The    first     attempt 

was     a     comparative    failure ;      the    Bloodhouvd 

arrived,    22nd    April,    with    three    thousand,    and 

the    Wolf,   with   thirteen   hundred    seals,    on    the 

28th.> 

A  limited  supply  of  water  was   provided   for 

St.   John's   by    the   water  company  instituted    in 

1848.     The  flow  was  derived  from  George's  Pond, 

Signal  Hill,  and  was  found  very  beneficial ;  later         wiLiEs  QaiEyn. 

on  there  was   a  demand  for  a   larger  and    fuller     **  ""J""-  ^"^ruh. 

supply.       In     1863     the     town    was    at     length 

furnished  with   an  almost  unlimited  quantity  of  water   from  Winsor 

Lake,    by   the    General    Water    Company.      A    great    blunder    wa*) 

made    in    the    engineering   by  an    official    whom    the    company    had 

distinctly  refused  to  employ.  Sir  A.  Shea  and  the  other  directors 
weakly  gave  way,  and  the  works  cost  the 
Colony  about  $120,000  more  than  they 
should  have  done.  However,  we  cannot 
grum'tle ;  the  supply  of  pure  water  is 
.simply  invaluable,  and,  if  properly 
managed,  it  offers  a  complete  protection 
against  lire.  No  town  in  the  world 
has  such  a  water  supply  as  St.  John's, 
in  proportion  to  its  population.  The 
natural  pressure  is  sufficient  to  reach  the 
highest  points  in  the  city.  The  supply  i.s 
beautifully  soft,  clear,  cool,  and  absolutely 
pure  drinking  water  ;  much  of  the 
HO!>  t.  o'BBiEH.  succes^  of  the  water  company  is   due   to 

From  an  old  pkotofrapk.  the    good    management    of    our    veteran 

sportsman,  John  Martin, 
During  the  interval  between  the  departure  of  Sir  Alexander  in  1863, 

and  the  arrival  of  Governor  Musgrave  in  1864,  Hon.  Lawrence  O'Brien, 

'  The  next  trip  of  ihe  SS.  Bloodhound  il  commemorated  in  n  lot.'al  po«m  ; — 
"  The  Mary  Joyce 
I*  stuck  in  the  ice, 

And  v>  is  the  Bloodhound  too, 

TouQir  Bill  TtvuD  left  Terr;  behind 

To  paddle  bis  own  cinoe." 
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President  of  tlie  Council,  administered  the  government  with  dignity  and 

efficiency,  Duiing  the  four  years  of  Mr.  Musgrave's  tenure  of  the 
Governorahip  there  were  great  ctanges, 
progress,  and  poverty.  Sir  Anthony  was 
an  amiable  and  painstaking  adminictrutor; 
he  was  thought  a  great  deal  of  at  the 
Coloi'ial  Office  as  an  able  writer  of 
despati-hei^,  and  no  doubt  he  made  the  tlome 
Gtiveinmeut  believe  that  he  wai  able  to 
carry  confederation  in  the  Colony ;  he 
never,  however,  had  airy  real  power  or 
influence  in  Newfound 'and,'  By  the  en  I 
of  1864  Sir  Hugh  Hoyles'  health  had  so 
completely  failed  tliat  he  was  no  longer 
sill:!  nvoBnK  K.C1IO.  ^^^^  ^  ^^'^^    '''*   Iicavy    burtKcn    of    his 

Sf  i)Hrir«i,  Adelaide.  office  ;   lie  had  literally  worked  himself  to 

death's  door.      In    1365    he   became   Chief 

Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  position  of  comparative  ease — a^  a 

lawyer  Sir  Hugh  wns  unrivalled.     He  n.ade  a  model  judge,  the  most 

jainstaking,  able  and  impartial  administrator 

of  justice  that  ever  graced  the  bench  of  any 

British   colony — an   indefatigable  worker,   he 

gave    no    complaints    for   the    law's    delays. 

His  deciKion  of  character,  his  amiable  manneif, 

and  his  e.\treme  courtesy  endeared  him  to  all. 

We  were  all  proud  of  Sir  Hugh  as  the  most 

distinguished    Newfoundlander    of    our    day. 

The  leadei-ship  of  the  party  naturally  fell  on 

the   shoulders   of   the   present   Chief  Justice, 

In    the     election    of    18G5     Sir    Frederick's 

Government     was     sustained     by     a     large 

majority,  sm  r.  s,  t.  castsb,  ij:.hj}. 

The   great  poIitic:il  movement  of  the  tiirio  Sg  s.  b.  Par4o»*. 

was     the    confederation     of     Biitisli     North 

America.     To  complrte  tlie  union  our  Island  was  necessarily  indudeil 

in   the   scheme ;     Sir   Frederick    and    Sir    Ambrose   Sliea    wt  re   seot 

as  our  delegates  to   the  great   confederation  conference,  and  returned 


'  Sir  Autbonj  MufgrarCiK.C.M.Q.  (1AT5)  Eumcd  Ie|;nl  studipti  si  Ibe  Temple  in  1853; 

(C.M.G.   1871),   wiiB    Private  Sccrtlnry    to  nppointtd    Colonial    S*cretarj    of    Anligna, 

Mr,  iIackiLto.<h  nhen   Govemor-ia-Chier  of  Febniary  1854  ;  idmiDigiratiir  of  the  Cobmf 

(he  Leeirard  Island*,    1850-SI  <   entente)   as  of    Nevia,  <>c(ob«r  ISGO;   Administntor  «l 

student  at  the  Innt-c  Temple,  18.^1  iappoinli-d  Govenimenl    of    St.    Vincent,   April    1861; 

treasurer  accoontsnt    at   Antigua,   lisi2 ;  re-  appoinied   LieulenaDI-GoTemor   of  St.  Vin- 
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with  a  draft  of  the  terms  on  which  we  might  become  uuitied  with 
the  DoEninion.  The  proposals  to  unite  our  destinies  with  Canada 
were  not  received  with  enthusiiistn.  The  main  question  was  one  of 
teiins;  what  would  Canada  give  us  in  return  for  surrendering  our 
independence?  The  offer  from  the  Dominion  on  the  all-important 
suViject  of  a  railway  and  a  steam  feiry  ha')  hitherto  been  vague  and 
uncertain;  but  even  if  any  «uch  tangible  offer  had  been  made  before 
ly69,  looking  back  now  at  ihe  excited  condition  of  onr  population  oa 
the  nubji«t,  I  very  much  doubt  if  Jiny  terms  would  have  been  accepted. 
The  anti-confederate  party  were  strong  in  numbers,  powerful  in  oi^ani- 
Bation,  and  tlieir  leader,  Mr.  Charles  Fox  Bennett,  showed  himself  a  most 
able  tind  indefatigiible  political  campaigner.  Tlia  awful  talts  that  were 
told  about  taxation,  about  ramming  the  new-bom  halves  down  Canadian 
cannon,  "bleaching  their  bones  on  the  (Sesert  sanda  of  Canada,"  had  a 
tremendous  effect  on  the  simple  out-liarbour  people.  There  atill  lingers 
amongst  them  a  tmditionary  remembrance  of  the  sufferings  their  fore- 
fatheis  endured  from  the  French  Canadian  tind  Irjdian  raids  ii:ade  in 
the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  century,  and  this  partly  accounts 
for  their  dread  of  Canada;  Imh  national  feeling,  their  hatred  of  the 
Union,  brought  about  by  fraud  and  bribery,  was  also  appealed  to.  The 
result  was  an  overwhelming  defeat  fi  r  the  Confederate  party ;  they  were 
simply  annihilated,  and  from  that  day  to  thia  Confederation  has  never 
been  put  forward  before  the  country  as  a  practical  political  question,' 

Both  fiom  an  Imperial  and  Colonial  point,  tbe  union  of  the  Briiish 
North  American  Colonies  is  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished  ; 
it  is  all  a  questicn  of  terms.  There  are,  however,  soma  objectious  to 
union.  Since  the  death  of  the  grtat  Sir  John  A.  McDonald  theie  is  no 
stntesman  in  Canada  strong  enough  toguaiantee  us  such  terms  as  wo 
would  accept.  There  are  also  great  drawbacks  in  Canada's  protettionist 
tariff;  the  Dominion  is  a  fish  producer  and  not  a  tish  consumer;  our 
business  relations  and  our  future  market  lie  with  the  United  iitates ; 
the  customers  and  consumers  of  our  ine-thaustible  fisheties  are  the 
sixty-thi-ee  million  Americans.       Canada's  latest  move  on  the  Blaine 

GcDt,  Mar  1863  ;  GoTernor  of  yewfoundtand,  W.  Y.  Whileway  will  be  hnoded  duivn   to 

April  1864;  Governor  of  Dritisb  Coluntbiu,  poslenij   as  the  introducer   and   euccic'^ful 

June   1869 1   Lieuleaaol-Goveroor  of  Nalfll,  promoter     of     ihe     railway ;     Sir    Bobett 

Maj'    1ST3  ;   Governor  of    Souih  Ansiralia,  Tborbiim  if   immortalized   by   ft  great  roiul 

1873;    Governor    of    Jamaica.    1877;    Go-  —the   Thorburn   turnpike;     Mr,    Goodriiipe 

vemor     of   Victoria,    where    he    died.      He  as  Ihe  Ru|i^rt  of  debate;  Sir  Jamen  Winter  for 

married  the  only  daughter  of  David  Dudlej  bis  connexion  with   the  C ham bertain- Blaine 

Fisld,  of  Xew  York.    Sir  Anlbonj  came  to  Trealj  ;  Mr.MurtBjfor  hisainusiiigcampHijrii 

thiaColon;  with  the  fullBssurancc  of  carrying  literaiare  ;  but  all  these  celebrities  sink  into 

ennfedernlion.     Re  was  a  good  writer,  and  an  iDsi|;n><i ranee  compared  with  the  first  inlro- 

■miable  man,  who  made  few  enemies.  ducer  of  the  public  grindstone,  where  ever; 

'  Our  modern  Newfoundland  legislators  man  cnuld  grind  hia  own  axe  at  the  pubh'c 

have    earted    fame    in    tbHous    ways.    Sir  expense.     Skipper  Jobq    Bariletc,  the  anti- 

c,a,-z,c-,l^iOOgle 
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Bond  Convention  has  alienated  the  feelings  of  many  Newfoumllandcn 

who  were  formoily  Confederates. 

Great  impetus  was  given  to  mining  by  the  operation  of  C,  F.  Bennett 

and  Smith  McKay  in  the  great  Tilt  Cove  Mine  in  1864,  to-day  one  of 

the   finest  copper   deposits   in   the   Colony.     The 

geological  survey  was  commenced  under  the  late 

Mr.    Alcxr.   Murray,   C.M.G,,  in    1865,   continued 

by  bis  able  Huccessor,  Mr.  Jas.  Howley,  F.B:.G.S. 

In    1866    the    telegraph   cable   was    successfully 

landed  in  Hearts  Content ;  in  August  the  end  of 

the   18ti5  cable  was  picked  up,  and  the  gulf  cable 

repaired  by  McKay  in  the  Bloodhound.     1867  is 

noted  as  the  year  of  the  "  great  fishery  "  and  the 

great  Labrador  gale ;    the  destruction    of  boata, 

shipping,   and   stages   was   enormous.     The   large 

firms   had    most   of    their    losses   covered  by   in-        edit.  > 

surance ;  to  the  poor  settlers  and  small  planters  s, « 

it  was   a  terrible  calamity.     In  1868  a  vigorous 

effort  was  made  by  the  Cai-ter  Government 
to  suppress  able-bodied  poor  relief;  it  was 
a  bold  move,  all  the  best  men  in  the  party 
supported  the  measure,  and  it  was  pre-emi- 
nently successful. 

Sir  Frederick's  administration  and  all 
hia  party  were  overthrown  in  1869,  and 
Ml-.  Bennett  formed  an  adniitiistratioD, 
wliich  in  its  turn  was  again  defeated  in 
1873,  through  the  defection  of  three  of  its 
supporters.  Mr.  Bennett's  tenure  of  office 
corresponded  with  the  Governorahip  of  Sir 
Stephen  Hill,  K.C.M.G.  In  July  1869,  direct 
3»  it«ihaii.  steam  to  England  by  the  Allan   Line   was 

permanently    established.     Vessels    of   the 

same   line    had    been    making   calls    each  year  since    the   S.S.   iftw^ 

American  first  came  to  St.  John's  in  January  1862. 

The  Bennett  Government  was  a  most  able  and  progressive  adniinia- 

tration.     The  Premier  had  always  been  an  indefatigable  promoter  of 

confederate    member   for    Brigne,    was    the  de   GraTu,  Clarke's  Beach,   and    Pick    Eje. 

prime  mover  in   thin  great   public   improve-  The  late  T.  D.  ScanUn  ii  my  authoritj  i  he 

meot-n  mOBt   popular  moTe.     Beaidca   the  iajs  :  '"I    have    used    the    public    grinder 

pubhc  gnodBltme  at  BriguH,  there  are  anb-  mj«elf,  nnd  ground  my  own  halohet  at  ibe 

Bidiarjr  public  griodBtones  at  Bareoeed,  Port  public  expenne." 
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ronds ;  the  present  etfioient  pQlice  U  due  to  Mr.  Bennett's  statesmanlike 

sagacity;   during   his   tenure  of  otfiee   there  were  succensful  fisheriee, 

good  harvests,  and   general  prosperity;   the  reveaue  rose  in  1871   to 

$831,160.     la  the  mining  industry,  the 

increase   was   very   marked   under   the 

fostering   care  of  the  great  pioneer   oE 

this  industry  (Mr.  Bennett) ;   the  large 

expenditure  of  wages  in  Green  Bay  to 

the  copper  workers  added  largely  to  the 

resources   of    our   working  populntion, 

and  helped  to  difluse  general  prosperity 

throunhont  the  Colony. 

The  most  exciting  subject  in  1 872-73, 
next  to  the  all-absorbing  question  of 
confederation,  was  the  right  of  our 
Government  under  tlie  Charter  to  pre- 
empt the  New  York,  Newfoundland  and 

London  Telegraph  Company's  riiihts  and  plant.  With  the  exception  of 
a  few  cool- headed  individuals,  ever\one  went  mad  abouc  monopoly  and 
pre-emption.  Mr.  H.  Lnbouchere,  M.P.,  a  leading  shareholder  in  the 
Direct  Cnble  Company,  has  always  had  the  credit  of  engineering 
this  great  financial  docige.  Our  telegraph  company's  stock,  known 
Huiongst  financiers  as  "  Dogs,"  stood  at  a  high  figure  (above  par) ;  as  it 
was  a  highlj'  speculative  stock,  it  probably  was  rated  above  its  real 
value.  A  shrewd  operator  discovei-ed  this  point  about  pre-emption.  He 
saw  that  if  su£Scient  pressure  or  influence  could  be  gained  over  the 
Newfoundland  Government  to  get  them  to  decide  that  they  would 
pK-empt,  or  that  they  would  not  waive  their  right  of  pr<?-empti<jn,  the 
stock  could  be  beared  to  a  large  extent.  To  accompliNh  this  end  the 
great  writer  Lawrence  Oliphant  was  sent  to  influence  Governor  Hill. 
The  Duke  of  Buckingham  wrote  to  the  Premier  on  the  subject;  the 
Hon.  J.  Tobin  and  a  Mr.  Cole  wftre  also  sent  out  to  the  Colony. 
Lawyers'  opinions  were  published  th'it  the  Newfoundland  Company's 
plant  might  be  taken  over  by  our  Government  as  so  much  old  wood 
and  iron  ;  we  were  to  receive  a  handsome  yearly  revenue  fur  the  right  to 
land  on  our  shores  ;  even  ministers  of  the  Gospel  were  dragged  from  their 
sacred  functions  to  go  sounding  in  Placentiu  Bny ;  money  was  spent  like 
water,  and  at  last  the  desired  result  was  obtained.  At  the  moment  that 
it  suited  the  stock-jobbers,  a  telegram  was  sent  by  our  Government  that 
"  they  would  not  waive  their  right  of  pre-emption,"  "  Dogs  "  declined  91. 
a  Bhfire,  and  a  ring  of  speculators  who  had  prepared  this  elaborate  plan 
pocketed  £400,000  sterling.  Pretty  Bearly  all  the  influential  men  in 
/   p.  87»».  1 1 
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the  Colony  were  drawn  into  this  clever,  unscrupulous  game,  and  the 
most  respectable  individuals  amount  ua  were  paid  agents  in  working 
out  thiB  great  financial  dodge. 

Pre-emption  was  the  wildest,  maddest,  most  absurd  proposal  ever 
entertained  by  a  Government ;  to  commit  us,  with  our  small  revenue,  to 
the  purchftse  of  a  speculative  concern  like  a  cable  and  a  telegraph  ;  to 
risk  0111'  revenue  for  about  ten  years  on  a  thing  that  might  be  gold 
loday  and  utterly  worthless  to-morrow; — George  Law's  Mississippi 
scheme  was  not  more  fantastic. 


From  a  photograph  If  S.  B.  ParttnM. 

The  moet  humorous  thing  about  the  whole  affair  was  the  way  in 
which  it  WHB  mannged ;  that  the  agents,  the  paid  pamphleteers,  the 
subsidized  press  and  the  whole  army  of  claqueurs  should  gird  at  the 
monopoly  and  attack  the  Anglo-American  Company,  was  only  meet  and 
right.  They  were  paid  for  it,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  they  did  it  well, 
they  earned  their  money ;  but  that  the  whole  outside  public,  unpaid 
and  disinterested,  should  clamour  for  the  same  object,  that  virtually  the 
whole  Colony  should  aid  and  abet  a  gieat  stock -jobbing  trick,  seems 
really  too  absurd  ;  however,  there  are  men  amongst  us,  even  to  this  day, 
who  will  not  believe  that  the  offers  made  to  our  Government  were  a 
sham  and  the  whole  affair  a  delusion  and  a  snare. 

The  high  moral  tone  assumed  by  Labouehere  and  all  these  fiaanciog 
agents  is  quite  delightful.  Our  Government  was  quite  prepared  to 
pre-empt  if  they  could  obtain  a  good  gunrantee  for  reimbursement  in 
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ease  of  loss ;  they  applied  for  this  purpose  to  tbe  British  Qovernmeat 
but  none  could  be  obtaiued,  and  so  Sir  F,  Carters  Government  very 
properly,  ttierefore,  refused  to  entertain  the  subject. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  Labouehere  to  Governor 
Hill  shows  the  kind  of  va^e  promises  on  which  our  Government  were 
requested  to  run  so  enormous  a  risk : — 

"  Should  yoiT,  Sir,  terminate  tlie  eiigtlug  tnonopolj  in  1874,  and  take  aver  the 
land  lines  of  the  islnud,  for  tte  valne  of  their  plant  and  material,  I  am  informed 
by  rcspoDBible  capitalists  that  they  will  bo  ready,  if  it  be  wished,  to  take  over 
your  )inea  at  a  rental,  agreeing  to  lower  the  tariff,  and  to  allow  all  cables  to  land 
on  yonr  Bhorea,  and  to  advance  money  on  the  gaarantee  of  the  rental  to  enable 
yoiir  colony  to  pay  off  Mr,  Field.  In  fact,  they  are  ready  to  enter  into  any  arrange- 
ment with  yon  which  may  faciliiate  the  operation,  soaniionj  are  oil  commercial 
houses  and  onr  daily  press  to  redace  the  heavy  cost  of  transatlantic  telegrams. 
"  I  have  the  hononr  to  be,  Sir, 
"  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  To  Sir  8.  Hill,  K.C.M.G.  Hesbt  LiBOiicuEnE." 

One  of  the  most  humorous  things  was  the  final  rpsult  The  big 
telegraph  monopolist,  John  Ptjiuler,  of  the  Anglo-Ainerieau,  gained  a 
controlling  influence  over  the  Direct  Cable  Company,  and  the  balances 
due  to  tlie  lawyers  and  claqueurs  against  the  Anglo-American  and  their 
moBopoly  were  all  ultimately  paid  through  the  company's  agent, 
A.  M.  Mac  Kay ;  so  ended  the  farce. 

The  election  returns  of  1873  gave  a  small  majority  to  the  Bennett 
Government,  but  it  was  of  a  doubtful  character;  by  a  series  of 
intrigues  well  understood  at  the  time,  Mr.  T.  R,  Bennett,  member  for 
Fortune  Bay,  and  the  Surveyor-General,  Hon.  Henry  Renouf,  took  office 
oa  District  Judges,  and  Mr.  C.  Duder  joined  Mr.  Cai-ter;  this  left  the 
Government  in  a  minority  of  one.'  Mr.  Carter  was  called  on  to  form  an 
Administration,  and  he  worked  along  through  the  session  of  1874  with 
only  the  Speaker's  casting  vote ;  in  the  autumn  he  dissolved  the  House, 
and  a  general  election  gave  him  a  good  working  majority.  To  this 
period  belongs  the  incident  of  the  Royal  Commission,  consisting  of 
Sir  B.  Robinson,  James  GoodfcUow,  and  J.  Fox,  Esquires.  The  evidence 
was  not  taken  on  oath,  only  the  Rejiort  was  published.  The  Opposition 
demanded  tbe  evidence,  which  was  never  produced.  From  the  known 
high  character  of  the  Couimissioners,  we  may  rest  Eissured  that  the 
inquiry  was  honestly  conducted ;  the  non-production  of  the  evidence, 
however,  seriously   inqiiaired  iUi  value ;  it  is  known   in  our  annals  as 


'ItBenaelfaparlyliadreniainedBtefidfaat  teen,  with  ib«  Spealter.    Thereturn  of  1B75 

he  had  a  majority  o(  (hrct:.    When  T.  li.lten.  show?  ibe  immense  adTantajire  oF  going  before 

nelt  and  Benouf  look  office,  and  C.  Duder  the  oouairy  with  tbe  control  of  tlie  Executive 

left  bU  parly,  Mr.  Carter  had  fifteen  to  foni-  machinery. 
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the  "  Jim  Dobbin  "  Commiflaion-'  Sir  Fredericlc'd  Administration  in 
1874  was  happily  favoured  with  proeperity  and  tlie  largest  Gaheary 
ever  knowu  in  the  Colony, 

Id  1875,  Sir  Stephen  Hill,  in  his  speech 

at  the  opening  of  the  seasion  of  the   Le^s- 

lature,  said : — 

"The  jwriud  appears  to  have  arrired  when  a 
qaestioD  which  baa  for  Bome  time  engaged  pablic 
discussion,  vi£.,  the  COQBtmction  of  a  railwaj  across 
the  laland  to  8t.  George's  Bay,  Hhoald  recei-re  » 
practical  aolntioD Aa  &  pre- 
liminary to  this  object,  a  propoaitiou  will  be  bti1>- 
mitted  to  yoa  for  a  thorongh  BDrvej  to  oECertaiu 
tbe  moBt  eligible  line,  and  with  a  view  to  the 
further  inquiry  whether  the  Colony  does  not  p 
within  itself  tbe  means  of  indacing  capitalis 
nodertake  this  great  enterprise  of  prOKresB." 

BiH  A.  IBB*.  A  sum  of  money  whs  voted  for  the  pre- 

««'"o-  liminary  survey ;   it   was   completed   during 

the  summer  of  1875  by  a  number  of  Canadian  surveyors  under  the 
superintendence  of  Siindford  Fleming,  the  eminent  Canadian  engineer. 
The  result  of  the  survey,  which  was  carried  out  in  a  very  rapid 
manner,  and  over  quite  a  different  cnurae  fri)m  the  one  followed  in 
the  actual  construction  of  the  railway,  clearly  demonstrated  that  a 
line  was  feasible,  tliat  there  were  no  great  engineering  difficulties  to  be 
overcome,  and  that  a  liglit  railway  might  be  constructed  at  a  very 
reasonable  rate  per  mile.  Mr.  Bellairs'  previous  survey  established  the 
same  result 

Sir  Stephen  Hill's  term  of  office  having  come  to  a  close  in  1876,  he 
was  succeeded  by  Sir  John  H.  Glover,  G.C.M.G.*  The  new  administrator 
proved  himself  a  most  energetic  vuler. 

I  This  nickname  wa»  given  to  it  bj  ilie  in   1«41  serred   on  the  West  AFrioaa  station 

■beritr.    Hod.     T.     Talbot,    a    member    of  until  promoted  to  lieutenant  in  October  of 

Mr.   Beonelt'a   GoverDmenlj  be   staled   that  that  year!  in  1^52  eened  in  tbe  Wimckaltr 

the  Cominiiuiioa  was  got  up  entirety  for  party  frigate   on   the  £a«t  Indian  station  ,'   trans- 

purpoxes.    Hecompareditloadispnlebelween  f erred  to  the  steam  sloop  5pAiiu,  shared  in 

two   ueif^hboars    who    had    Fallea    out — Jim  the  attack  and  capture  of  Pegu,  and  in  tbe 

l>obbin  and  Pat  Ellard — and  Jim  Dobbin  got  action  at  Dooibew,  was  especially  mentioned 

all   the  friends   on   his  side   to  blackeo  the  in    despatches    on    both    i 


cbiracterof  Pat  Ellard,    Budinage  apart,  there  lieutenant  in  the  steam  sloop  AosowMuf  in 

are   very   grave   objections   to    tbe   appoint-  tbe  Kallic  in  IBA^;   commaQded  tbe  Oiler, 

ment  of  a  judge  on  a  political  inquiry  of  this  stesm,  S  guns,  from  Ist  March  18SS  lo  March 

character.  1857,  and  was  employed  ia  ber  on  "pardenlsr 

>  Sir    J.    H.    Glover,   R.N.,   G.C.M.G.  aecvice "  iu   the   rivers  Elbe  and  Weser,  in 

(]8T<>,  entered  the  navy  in  1841  on  board  ISbb  ;  from  ^[arrh  ISfiT  to  March  1B61  vat 

the  Quem,  bearing  the  flag  of  Vice- Admiral  employed  on  the  service  of  the  Niger  Ezpedi- 

S  Edvairrd  Owen,  in  which  ship  he  sailed  lo  tine,  surveytd  the  lagoons  at  Lagos,  aad  that 

tbe  Uedlletranean  ;  traoHferred,  in  May  184S,  portion  of  the  Hiver  Niger  comprised  between 

to  the  Mediterranean  Survey  until  IS  JO;  for  Bomsa  and  the  sea  i  during   1861-3  becom- 

two  years  commanded  the  cutter  Atfiliari  manded  the  Handy  gunboat  on  the  lagooai 
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In  the  following  year,  1877,  after  protracted  negotiations,  and 
repeated  applications  to  the  Imperial  Government,  Commander 
W.  Howorth,  R,N.,  was  appointed  the  first 
stipendiary  magistrate  on  the  west  coust, 
and,  in  accordance  with  the  undoubted 
rights  of  the  Colonial  Government,  Custom 
House  officers  were  appointed  and  duties 
collected  there. 

In  1877  Sir  Bryan  Robinson  was  com- 
pelled by  age  and  increasing  infirmities  to 
retire  from  the  Bench ;  Sir  Frederick  Carter 
took  hie  place,  and  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway 
became  acting  Attorney-General.  One  of 
the  important  subjects  that  required  the 
attention  of  the  new  Cabinet  was  the 
Washington  Treaty,  ratified  between  Eng-  »ibj.  olotsb. 

land  and  the  United  States  on  the  8th  of  sy  awca.  Frankfort au. 

May,  1871. 

Under  the  compensation  clanne  of  this  treaty  a  Commisaion  was 
arranged  to  sit  in  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  which  commenced  on  tlie 
15th  June  and  closed  on  t!ie  23rd  November  1877,  after  the  examination 
of  some  hundreds  of  witnesses,  and  the  production  of  a  vast  quantity 
of  documentary  evidence. 

There  had  l«en  much  controversy,  negotiations,  and  correspondence 
before  the  arrangements  for  the  assembling  of  the  Commission  were 
finally  concluded. 

Both  in  the  Newfoundland  Cabinet  and  amongnt  outsiders  very 
influential  people  ridiculed  the  idea  of  our  ever  getting  anything  out 
of  the   Americans.      Notwithstanding,  however,  these  opposite   views, 

U   LagoiS   nntil    promoted  to  the  nnk   of      Gold  CohbI,  I8th  August  1873 ;  eofaged  and 

'    ■  '  "'    1  a«  Admbb-      defeated  the  Ahoonah  iribeB,  December  1873, 


Intor  of  the  GoTeniiDeQt  of  Laj^g,  !lHt  April  and  hario);  left  Mr.  Goldaworthj  in  command 

1863;    Colonial   Secreur;,  Lagos,  Sth  May  in    that  qnarter,    marched  with   sboat   7011 

18M;  AdminiBlraiorof  the  Government  from  HooBsas  into  Atihanl!,  and  made  his  wa;  Id 

lilt   February    1866   anlll  the  Sth   of  Julj  Coomauie,  through  the  ruins  of  which  he 

1879)   received    the    tbauks  of   the   Secre-  pawed    on    the    13Ih    of   Februarj    ]87<l. 

tM7  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  of  the  Iteceired  the  Qraod  Cross  of  Saint  Michael 

Secretary    of   State    for    War   for    services  and     Saint     George     tor     theM     tervicea. 

rendered   on    different    occaaionii ;    also  re-  Sir    John    sncceeded   Sir    Stephen    Hill    as 

seived  the  thanks  of  the  Adminiatrator  and  Governor  from   IS76  to  1881.     On  the  death 

Council  of  the  Government  of  the  Giild  Coaat  of    Governor   Sir  H.  Maise,  he   waa  reap- 

fn-  his  survey  of  the  Kiver  Volta,  from  the  pointed  in  1888.     Sir  John  died  in  London 


lipids  to  the  sea,  and  for  the  aksiatance  he  in   1885.     A  monument  to  hii  memorj  waa 

rendered  in    deHtroying    the  pirates   of  The  erected  in  the  Anglican  cathedral  of  St.  Jubn's, 

illand  of  Dnffoe  on  that  river  in  1 870  }  Special  No  more  honouiahle,  generous,  kiod-bearted, 

Commisstooer  to  friendly  native  chiefs  in  the  or    active    ruler    ever    presided    over    onr 

eaatem  distriet  of  tbr  protected  territories  on  Government. 
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Sir  ^Vi^iam  MThiteway,   then   Solicitor-General,  held    strongly    tn   h's 
opinion  that  we  were  now  entitled  to,  and  would  receive,  compensatioa 
He  accepted  the  position  of  Bvitish  counsel  for  Newfoundland   at  the 
Commiwiion.      Messrs.    Doutre,     S.    Thompson, 
~  1        Weathei-bee,   and    L.    H,    Daviee,  all     eminent 

j        lawyers,    were    appointed    British    counsel    to 
I        coiuluct  t)ie  Canadian  branch  of  the  itiqtiiry. 
j  In  conjunction  with  tlie  Hon.  W,  J,   S.  Don- 

nelly, Mr.  J.  O.  Fraser,  Judge  Bennett,  and 
Mr,  W.  Kelligrew,  Sir  William  prepared  our 
case.  In  th's  important  work  Ma  assistaubi 
wei-e  not  only  experienced  and  able  men,  but 
probably  the  best  that  could  be  selected  in 
the  Colony.  Judge  Bennett's  practical  know- 
nos.  w.  t.  B.  DOTiNKLLi  Icdgc  of  thc  fishcrj'  on  the  southern  and  eouth- 

BgXotmrm.  wcstem   parts   of   the   island,   and    the    opera- 

tions o^  American  and  French  fishermen  oi 
our  shores,  was  unequalled;  both  Mr.  Donnelly,  Mr.  J.  0.  Fraser,  and 
Mr.  Kelligrew  wern  thoroughlj-  virsed  in  the  geuTal  trade  in  tlis 
Colony.  Their  duty  in  as-isticg  to  prepare  the  evidence  and  select 
witnesses  was  very  wi'll  perfoniied.  Whilst  we  give  them  every  ore  lit 
for  their  valuable  labours,  their  work  does  not  in  the  least  detract 
from  the  eminent  ser- 
vices before  the  Com- 
mission of  our  counsi-l. 
Sir  A.  Shea,  who  wns 
a' Ways  pre-eminently 
c!e.ir  and  lucid  in  his 
fttatententi,  whilst  pmis- 
ing  tlieir  work,  put  Sir 
W.  V.  Whiteway's  ser- 
vices in  the  right  light 
when  he  dec'ared  tli^it 
they  were  rendered  in 
a  cunt!    of  greater   hn-  Hy 

porta'iwc  and  involviinj 
larger  rexponsnhilitiiB  than  have  ever  Mien  fy  the  lot  of  ct-ny  pvUit 
man  in  connexion  wUh  the  uijaire  of  this  Coloixy.  Addresses  to  St 
W.  V.  Whiteway  from  both  Hous.>s  were  passed  in  the  following  compli- 
mentary terms  :— 

"  Kcsolved,  Tlmt  the  Logislutive  Council  has  pleasure  in  recording  its  thaukfal 
Dppreciatioo  of  the  servicea  of  tha  Hon.  William  ViilUnce  Whiteway,  na  cotuisel 
for  Keirfonndland,  before  the  Halifax  Kisheries  Commisgio:i,  in  the  jtar  187". 


Bt  a.  a.  Fmrtau. 
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"  The  Conacil  feel  assured  that  the  snocesBrul  issae  of  the  inqairy  there  held 
into  the  clMm  of  Newfoundland  was  in  large  meaitnro  dne  to  Mr,  Whitewaj's  able 
ami  zoalons  ezertioaa  in  behalf  of  the  interesta  of  this  Colony. 

"  Edwabd  Uokhis, 
*'  Legislative  Connoil,  "  Prewdent. 

■■  April  18t,h,  1879. 

*•  UsBolTed,  That  thn  thanke  of  the  Honse  be  accorded  to  the  Hon.  William 
v.  Whileway,  Premier  of  the  Colony,  for  the  ability  and  energy  displayed  by  hiia 
in  uucoesafnlly  condnctiiig  the  ca-oe  of  this  inland  before  the  Fisheries  Oi'immiBsiun 
which  aat  at  UalifaK  in  1877,  appointed  as  a  Tribnnal  of  Arbitration  under  the 
terms  of  the  Woshingtou  Treaty. 

"  A.  I.  W.  McNeilt, 
"  April  18th,  1879.  "  Sjieafcw." 


The  result  of  the  Halifax  Commi>8ioQ  is  well  known ;  ite  great 
success  was  lai^ely  due  to  the  tact  and  ability  of  the  secretary.  Sir 
Henry  G.  Bergne.  Five-and-a-half  million  dollars  were  accorded  by 
the  Comniissiimers,  and  out  of  this  amount  the  handsome  sum  of  one 
million  to  Newfoundland  under  the  following  award  : — 

"  The  nndersigned  Commissioners,  appointed  nnder  Articles XXIL  andXXIIL 
of  the  Treaty  of  Washington,  of  the  Sth  ofMaylS?!,  to  determine,  having  regard 
to  the  privileges  accorded  by  the  United  Statca  to  the  sabjeots  of  Her  Britannic 
Majesty,  as  atnted  in  Articles  XIX.  and  XXI.  of  the  said  'I"reaty,  the  amount  of 
auv  compensation  nbiuh,  in  their  opinion,  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  Govemmeut  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Government  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty  in  return  for  the 
privileges  accorded  to  the  citizeiia  of  the  United  States  under  Article  XVXII,  of 
the  said  Treaty,  having  carefally  and  imparlially  e^iamiaed  the  matters  referred 
to  them  accoi-ding  to  jnstice  and  equity,  in  conformity  with  the  solemn  declaration 
m.ide  and  subscribed  by  them  on  tko  IGth  day  of  June  1877,  awai  d  the  sum  of  five 
milliona  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  gold  lo  be  paid  by  rhe  Govovnment  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Government  of  Her  Brilanniu  Majesty,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  aiiid  Treaty. 

"  Signed  at  Halifux  this  23rd  day  of  Nove^aber  1877. 

"  IIaobice  Deuosse. 
"  A.  T.  Galt." 


A  number  of  gentlemen  in  the  Council  and  Assembly  took  part 
in  tlie  discussion  when  the  awar.t  was  considei-ed.  I  have  given 
portions  of  the  speeches  of  Hon.  A.  W.  Harvey,  Sir  Ambrose  Shea,  and 
Sir  William  Whiteway,  as  they  thi-ow  light  on  the  subject;  they  bring 
out  in  a  veiy  distinct  and  emphatic  way  the  immense  value  of  our 
fisheries — the  greatest  cod-fishery  in  the  world — and  the  magnitude  of 
tt;e  interests  at  stake  befvre  the  Coutmiasion. 
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The  Hon.  A.  W.  Hturvey  spoke  as  followB  od  this  occasion  : — 
"  The  amonnt  of  the  airard  made  by  the  Commission  is  decl»red  hy  the 
Americans  to  be  out  of  all  proporiion  to  the  privileges  of  fisher;  thej  have 
obtained,  and  to  no  part  of  the  award  did  the;  object  so  Tehementlj  as  to  tbe 
portion  allotted  to  Newfonndlaud ;  in  fact,  thoj' 
insisted  that  Newfoundland  shonld  b«  ruled  out 
of  conrt  altogether.  By  reference  to  the  tnrms 
of  the  WaahiD^ton  Treaty  it  will  be  seen  that 
they  do  not  specify  what  the  remnneration, 
if  any  were  awarded,  was  to  be  paid  for.  They 
do  not  say,  for  instance,  that  if  the  fishery 
privilegea  granted  are  ten  limes  more  valuable 
than  thoRe  given  to  na  on  the  coasts  of  tbe 
United  States,  the  award  sboald  be  propor- 
tioned to  that.  Nor  do  they  say  that  the  extent 
to  which  the  United  States  fishermen  oaed 
those  flsherioa  over  and  above  the  extent  to 
which  British  llshermen  niied  the  United  States 
fisheries,  shonld  be  the  gange  of  compensation. 
It  is  the  Talne  of  the  privilege  of  fishing  lbs 
Hon  1  w  HiRvar  claim  was  based  on,  which  was  a  very  difficnit 

and  intricate  matter  to  Kct  bold  of  end  decido 
B,B.B.P^rt<»u.  yj^jj      jf  ,jjg  ^^^g  ^f  jj,^,  fisheries  were  to  l>o 

ft  bans,  then  five  million  dollars  wauld  not  be  a 
tithe  of  what  the  United  States  shonld  have  to  pay  for  their  aaa  of  the  fisheries  of 
Newfoundland,  New  Brunswick,  and  Nova  Scotia:  and  he  shonld  have  said  that 
one  million  dollars  wonld  bs  utterly  inadequate  to  represent  the  valae  of  onr 
fisheripB,  if  that  were  to  be  the  standard,  as  we  contended  tbey  were  worth  more 
than  all  the  fisheries  the  United  States  fishermen  were  admitted  to  participate  in 
on  the  coasts  of  the  othei-  provinces.  There  wonld  be  hardly  a  disputation  that  the 
fisheries  between  Cape  Bay  and  Cape  John  were  of  more  worth  than  the  combined 
fisheries  of  the  neighbonring  colonies  ;  and  if  npon  that  principle  the  award  had 
been  decided,  we  shonld  hare  reooii-ed  more  than  two  miDion  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  whole  sum.  Bat  as  that  would  have  been  manifestly  unfair.  I 
consider  the  ends  of  justice  were  more  conserved  by  paying  this  Colony  one  million 
dollars  than  tbe  larger  amonnt.  No  doabt  the  Nova  Scotia  fisheries  are  far  mortt 
interfered  with  by  the  United  Stales  fishermen  than  are  ours,  and  the  eit«&t  to 
which  they  nse,  and  will  aie  thorn,  is  fonr  times  greater  than  the  nse  they  will 
make  of  onrs  {  therefore  I  consider  we  had  made  an  nncommonty  good  bargain 
in  secnring  the  proportion  of  the  award  that  has  been  paid  to  ns." 

The  Hon.  A.  Shea  said  :— 

"  Ho  regarded  this  issue  as  involving  mnch  more  than  the  money  coosidera* 
tion,  for  it  established  the  valne  ascribed  by  an  impartial  authority  to  a  right  to 
participate  in  onr  fisheries  for  12  years,  and  the  House  would  see  the  importance  of 
this  decision  in  tbe  event  of  any  future  negotiation  in  which  it  became  necessary 
to  appraise  the  worth  of  the  fisberios  of  this  conntry.  And  it  had  this  fnrther 
great  value,  that  looking  at  the  temper  of  the  Americnn  people  on  the  subject  of 
the  award,  they  wonld  not  be  likely  to  ask  for  a  renewal  of  the  case,  and  in  thus 
becoming  rid  of  the  presence  of  active  competition  in  our  fisheries,  we  should  be 
gainers  in  a  degree  far  beyond  any  suppoeable  amount  to  be  desired  as  alleged 
GOniponsation  for  the  privilege  of  participation." 
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Sir  W.  Y.  Whiteway,  the  Attomey-Qeneral,  after  acknowledging  the 
vote  of  thanlcH,  concluded  by  sayinj^ : — 

"For  Bome  yean  after  the  signiDg  of  tbe  WaBhington  Treaty  it  ft|>peareil 
to  be  very  doubtful  vheCber  or  not  the  Balif&z  OoinmiBBion  woold  ever  ait. 
Hie  qneatioii  wnB  internatioDst  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Statea. 
NnmeroaB  deapatcheB  were  interchanged  between  the  two  GOTemments  in 
reference  to  the  subject.  At  length,  in  tbe  year  187G,  offiiiiol  information 
reached  db  to  the  effect  that  tbe  Commiasion  wonld  probably  ait  in  1&77, 
and  we  were  required  by  the  Imperial  Government  to  prepare  our  caBe. 
Two  members  of  tbe  Executive,  the  Hon.  Mr,  Donnelly  and  myself,  were 
nominated  to  perform  this  duty.  We  did  bo,  and  had  onr  case  ready  to  Btibmit  to 
the  Britiah  Agent,  Ur.  Ford,  who  with  Hr.  Bergne  visited  St.  John's  on  hia  way 
to  England  from  Canada,  where  they  had  been  engaged  for  abont  two  months  with 
the  fishery  officials  of  the  Domiriton  and  several  eminent  connsel  in  the 
preparation  of  tbe  Canadian  part  of  the  case.  Tbe  stay  of  Uesars.  Ford  and 
Bergne  here  was  short,  some  two  weeks  only,  as  onr  prepared  caae  needed  little 
or  no  alteration,  a  re  •arrangement  being  all  that  was  required  to  make  it  accord 
with  tbe  caB9  of  Canada.  And  bore  it  affords  me  infinite  pleasure  to  refer  to  the 
eminent  servioea  rendered  by  tbe  bon.  Snrveyor-Oeneral,  Mr.  Donnelly.  The 
•ervices  rendered  by  Jndge  Bennett,  Ht.  Fraaer,  and  Mr.  Kelligrew  may  be 
gathered  from  tbe  recorda  of  the  CommisBion.  By  tbeir  evidence  and  by  abont 
twenty  affidavita  onr  case  waa  snstained,  and  there  was  not  a  point  which 
was  not  secnred.  I  may  say  it  was  not  only  nailed  home,  bnt  each  nail 
was  cliDched,  and  onr  poeition  rendered  invulnerable.  On  the  part  of  tbe 
United  States  there  were  about  seventy  witnesses  examined  and  a  similar 
nomber  on  behalf  of  Canada,  in  addition  to  which  they  each  produced  between 
two  and  three  hundred  affidavits.  A  treaty  bad  been  entered  into  between 
Grreat  Britain  aud  the  United  States,  by  which  the  United  States  had  conceded  to 
Great  Britain  tbe  right  of  fishing  upon  a  certain  part  of  the  American  coast  and  a 
free  market  in  the  United  States  for  Canadian  and  Newfoundland  caught  fish  and 
produce,  and  in  relnrn  Great  Britain  had  conceded  to  the  United  States  the  right 
of  fiBbiug  in  Canadian  and  Newfoundland  waters  in  common  with  Britiah  subjects. 
We  alleged  that  the  value  of  onr  concession  was  greater  than  that  made  by  the 
United  StateB.  This  Commiaaion,  appointed  1^  virtue  of  tbe  treaty,  was  to  try 
that  question,  and  to  award  the  difi'erence  in  value,  if  any,  to  Great  Britain. 
Kow,  tbe  United  tjtates  counsel  candidly  admitted,  firat,  that  the  conoeesion  to  ua 
to  fish  in  American  waters  was  of  no  value  to  ns,  an  we  could  never  use  it;  and 
secondly,  it  was  our  argument  at  the  trial  and  clearly  proved  that  for  ua  to  have 
the  right  of  imfiorting  into  the  United  States  onr  flab  aud  fish  produce  duty  free 
waa  an  advantage  to  the  United  Statea  as  a  nation ;  it  gave  them  a  cheaper  article, 
upon  the  principle  that  the  consumer  always  paid  the  duty,  and  in  this  case  it  was 
shown  by  couclnsive  evidence  that,  duty  or  no  duty,  the  Canadian  exporter  of 
mackerel  had  averaged  about  the  same  returns  iu  hia  account  aalea.  A  duty 
simply  operated  as  a  protection  to  the  United  Statea  flahing  intereats  as  a 
distinct  buBiness.  To  take  it  off  was  an  injury  to  that  interest,  bnt  a  benefit  to  the 
United  Slates  aa  a  natian.  It  was  with  the  nation  that  Great  Britain  waa  dealing : 
therefore  the  oouceesion  of  a  right  of  fishing  on  the  American  coast  was  admitted 
to  be  valueless,  and  the  right  of  free  market  was  shown  to  be  a  benefit  to  the 
United  StateB  and  no  additional  value  to  ua.  On  the  other  hand,  Newfoundland 
conceded  ta  tbe  United  States  a  free  right  of  fishing  on  the  coast  from  Ramoa 
Islands  by  Capo  Dace  to  Capo  Join.  What  was  tbe  value  of  this  concession  P 
Hod  the  Commission  found  nothing  in  onr  favour,  what  wonld  have  been  the  effect 
hereafter  in  British  cogotiotioita  with  the  United  Statea  and  with  France  F    Let  us 
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for  ft  moment  snppOBe  the  caae  of  Great  Britain  proposing  to  ns  to  give  the  French 

a  frco  right  of  fishing  all  along  onr  const,  with  a  view  to  the  solution  of  our  eo-callcd 

French  Shore  difficulty.     We  know  that  this  course  would  prove  our  ruin,  bnt  the 

argument  of  Great  Britain  to  ua  would  hove  been  onanawerablo :— '  Yon  have  bad 

'  the  opportunity  of  a  solemn  inquiry  befor*  a 

'  disinterested  ti-ilmnul  sitting  in  the  very  oent>« 

'  of  your  fishoriep,  where  every  facility  wa»  ftt 

'  haiirl  fnr  fully  iuveetigaling  their  value,  and  the 

'   conclusion  anived  at,  after  aix  months  inqiiiiy 

'  by  thet  tribunal,  was,  that  a  right  to  fish  along 

'  your  coast  wns  not  worth  iinytUint;."    Iveolnre 

to  say  that  probably  the  true  position  and  im- 

prrtanco  of  this  inquiry  wns  not  gonemlly  nppi^- 

eialcd  here  at  thp  time  of  this  CoinmiBsion,  or  we 

should  not  have  hnd  loose,  ill -considered  opinions 

eiproBsed.      The   decision   bad   established   tl-.ftb 

which  wonld  for  all  time  endure  lo  the  benefit  of 

the  country.     It  ha!i  been  decided  after  a  tnoet 

rigid  invent igaLion  thnt  the  right  to  Rsh  along  a 

portion  of  our  const  for  12  years,  under  the  facta 

given  in  ovidi'Sco,  is  wortb  oai:  million  dollars. 

Bia  w.  T.  iraiTEvuT,  i.c.x.a.  We  have  now  an  OBlabliihod  basis,  and  I  look 

BgS.S.Partont.  n[ion  this  ns  of  the  greate--t  importance,  and  tbaD 

upon  which  we  cannot  set  too  high  a  valuo." 

Sir  Frederic  Carter  having  taken  hii  Beat  upon  the  Bench,  lirst  as 
Assistant  Judge,  and  in  1880  as  Chief  Justice,  in  suecission  to  Sir  Hugh 
\V.  Hoyles,  wlio  liad  been  compelled  t;>  retire  hy  failing  health,  the 
ronduct  of  affairs  devulved  on  Sir  William  Whiteway,  K.C.MG. ;  he 
showed  hiiiiBclf  most  progresajve  in  his  i.leas.  In  1880  he  passed  the 
fiist  Railway  Bill  for  a  liglit  railway  frum  St.  John's  to  Halls  Bay.* 

'  TiiK  Hall's  Bat  Railwat.  that  irhich   may  lie  in  varied  and  extensive 

The  Bill  «-»,  fcnnd.^  on  the  to!lo,vlng  ^"ri'^i;,  refleotioa  would  ,pply  wi.h  force 

r^per  ,  prepared  by  a  Joml  CommL.tee  of  the  ^^  „,^              t  popdMioa.  but  when  we  coq. 

L-Bislarive  Council  and  .he  House  ef   As-  „.,     ,„,^    jt    in*^  ^^latioa    to   oar    mcre«dag 

Beuibly,  and   is  an  admirable  ,-<„u«,i  of  (he  numbers,  the  neces«ty  of  d.-aling  .itb   il£ 

reasons  for  bmJd.ng  the  Tuinruj:-  ^^^^^^  „^g^„„y   p,^   it^lf  on   oar  c«i- 

"  A|>nl  :2ad.  I6F0.  siUenitioD. 

"  The  Joint  Comniitiee  of  Ihc  Council  '■  Our  fisheries  have  no  doubt  iDCTeawd, 

and  Hou^e  of  AtMembly  appuinlvd  to  consider  but  not  in  a  meiisure  corresponding  to  oar 

the  qucFtion  of  constructing  a  rniliriiy  in  iixU  ir.crcsBa  of    lopiilalion.     And  even  thoiifch 

island,  hnvis  to  report  that  they  have  (tivcn  they  nrvrc  cl|>aliie  of  bein;^  further  expanded, 

ihe  moNl  csrcfiU  coiisiderulion  to  this  matter,  that  uhjecl  nould   be  larftely  neutmlised  by 

nnil  beg  to  tutv  the  result  of  their  ddibcru-  tbi:  decline  in   price   which  follows  from  a 

tions.  large  catch,  as  no  increase  of  markets  can  te 

"Thoquestioncf iherHtureofourgrowing  found   to   give  romunerBltve  nrtnms   fur  mn 

population   has  for  seine  time  engaged   the  aiignicnled  supply. 

earoest  allvntioD   of  all   tliougbtCul   men  in  •■  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  no  maierial 

Ihid   country,  and  has  bei:n  the   Kubject  of  inerease  of  means  ia  to  be  looked  lor  from  onr 

eeriuut   mlicitude.     The  flshcriex   bein^   our  fisheries,  and  thai  we  must  direct  onr  aitin- 

maia  nmiurei',  and  to  a  targe  extent  tliu  only  linn   10   other  source!  to  mn-t  the  growing 

de|:eildence  of  the  people,  those  periodic  |iart:al  requirements  of  the   country.      Utir   miniag 

failures  which  are  incident  to  sUL-h   pursuits  imiiislry  may   dov,-  be  rrgurded  as  an  esta- 

tended  with  recurihig  vislta-  blished     fact.      T.arge    areas    of     ecological 


tiens  of  paui^erisn:,  and  there  seems  no  remedy      foruiution  similar  to  that  in  which  the  n 
to  be  found  fur  this   condition  of  things  but      are  being  siiccesslully  worked  are  kuoiru 
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HALL'S  BAT  RAILWAY. 


In   the  autuun    of   1880  the  surrey  was  completed  Jrom  St   John's 
to    Harbour   Grace,     Teoders   were   received   from   Tarious  rApitalists 


exist,  sad  tbere  is  every  reason  lo  believe 
from  recent  eiploraiiont  ibnt  a  great  amunDt 
of  wealth  in  copper  nnd  other  ores  is  waiting 
the  application  of  euterpriso  and  oapital  to 
hrinjf  them  into  pnifilable  am.  Our  ngrical- 
turaJ  industn-,  though  proiecuted  to  a  valuable 
extent,  is  yet  BUKeptihIe  of  very  enlarged 
dovelopinenl.  Vast  stretches  of  aj^cultural 
land,  extending  frota  Trinity  Bay  north,  along 
the  heads  of  ISonnvista  Bay,  Gander  Itay,  and 
Eiploiti  Kiver,  as  well  as  on  the  west  coaat, 
need  only  the  einploymcDt  of  well-directed 
labour  to  convert  them  into  means  of  io- 
depeiideut  support  for  thousands  of  the  popu- 

"  We  have  in  Ibis  town  a  large  market 
for  agricultural  produce  »nd  live  slock, 
which  a(  preavnt  is  mainly  supplied  from 
abroid,  and  as  an  illuitrnlion  "f  what  may 
be  done  hy  the  cultivation  of  the  land  when 
a  market  is  within  reach,  we  have  ths  fact 
that  amongst  the  most  prorperous  of  our 
labouring  prople  are  those  who  live  by  tUe 
land  in  (he  vicinity  of  St.  John's,  though  the 
avera^  conditiaas  of  fertility  are  far  below 
those  which  exist  in  the  inicriur  of  the  Island. 
There  are  indications,  moreover,  leading  to 
the  conclusiuu  that  we  shall  hereafter  be 
moro  dejH'ndeut  than  before  on  home  supply 
of  live  Block,  for  in  those  pbices  from  which 
we  have  hitherto  received  our  meat  supplies, 
attention  is  being  given  to  the  kuttliBU 
market,  which  is  supposed  to  offer  better 
prospects,  nnd  an  advanced  value  may  there- 
fore be  reasonably  anticipated. 

"  With  Bu  improved  market  on  the  spot 
thp  inquiry  is  further  sufigesttd  uhetlier  this 
Colony  should  not  become  an  exporter  of 
live  Etock  to  Euglaud,  aud  we  have  little 
diiSculty  in  afflnuing  this  posiiioo.  Fur 
grjliu;t  purpoaes  we  have  lurgu  tracts  that, 
we  brlirve,  cannot  be  surpassed  in  Itrilish 
Sorth  America;  and  when  we  regard  our 
pnximity  to  Euglaud,  and  the  all-imporlunt 
cull siderat ion  ot'  a  short  voyage  loi  live  slock, 
the  advBut:t);es  we  possess  in  this  connection 
are  to<)  mauilest  to  be  subject  of  question  or 
aigument. 

"  But  to  what  end  do  these  elements  of 
wealth  exist  if  they  continue  to  remMn 
neglected  ?  For  they  will  aa  before  be  out- 
nde  the  mch  of  tlin  people  if  some  energetic 
efbiTt  be  not  made  In  reader  them  accessible 
10  our  cenirea  of  population.  We  have 
mpani  of  remunenilive  employment  in  (hose 
dormant  resource^,  coincident  with  the 
spectacle  si>  ofieu  about  us  of  unemployed 
hibour ;  and  we  cannot  bnt  feci  thai  the 
Government  fail*  io  its  duty  if  it  have  the 
power  and  dors  not  employ  it  iu  counectlug 
tho^  resources  with  that  industry,  which 
ought  to  receive  its  sadstactory  reward. 


"  Your  Committee  believe  that  no  ageticy 
would  be  so  elteotive  for  the  promotion  of 

the  objects  in  view  aa  that  of  a  railway  ;  and 
wbeo  they  consider  that  there  ia  no  Colony 
of  equal  importance  under  the  Crown  without 


value  of  properly  and  labour,  it  is  felt  that 
in  our  circumstances  no  effort  wllhin  the 
meaus  of  the  Colony  abo<i1d  be  wanting  to 
supply  this  great  deiideratum. 

"  rhey  are  not  unmindful  of  the  finan- 
cial ooDsideratiom  involved,  but  having  re- 
gard to  the  iiiflaenoe  of  anch  a  work  in 
elevating  the  people  nnd  enlarging  the  area 
of  profitable  industry,  the  Committee  are 
convinced  that  ample  compensation  will  be 
found  in  the  improved  oondition  of  thu 
country  fur  any  outlay  the  anilertaking  may 

"  We  do  not  regard  it  prr  ae  as  an 
enlerpiise  that  will  pay,  or  aa  one  that  offers 
aitrBclion  to  speculators,  but  as  the  work  of 
the  country,  and  in  its  beering  on  the  pro- 
motion of  the  well-being  of  the  people,  in 
which  the  returns  are  alone  sought  and  will 
be  found,  it  eminently  commends  itself  to 
our  judgment.  In  this  aetue  we  believe  that, 
io  lime,  it  will  amply  pay  its  cost,  and  that 
the  consequent  advance  in  the  comfort  and 
independence  of  (he  people  will  fully  at(est 
the  wisdom  of  its  establishment. 

"  The  Committee  are  of  opiiiinn  that  the 
prcFcnt  Guaucial  condition  of  the  Colony 
makes  the  time  fovonrable  for  entering  on 
tlie  project,  and  that  it  may  be  undertaken  on 
coudiiiont  which  will  not  unduly  press  upon 


"  Tbe  Committee  believe  that  a  narrow 
gauge  road  might  be  conalructed  at  a  com- 
paratively mwlerate  cost,  and  thai  it  would 
be  found  well  adapted  to  the  circumsiances 
of  ibis  Colony,  as  well  in  rt  gard  to  our  means 
as  ID  the  physical  euuditiun  of  the  country. 
Tbe  road  should  be  made  from  St.  John's 
through  the  peninsula  of  Avalon,  and  the 
favoured  agricultural  and  timber  regions 
north,  tu  the  iniuerdl  district,  connecting  the 
principal  towns  and  aetilemenis  in  Cincep- 
tion  Hay  and  along  the  proposed  line.  Your 
Commitiee  have  had  reference  to  the  survey 
made  iu  18'S,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  amp!e 
tot  preliminary  purposes,  so  far  as  it  attects 
the  district  ol  Avalon  and  along  the  ronte 
already  examined  tu  the  northei-u  point  indi- 
cated; but  a  furthersurvey  would  be  requireil 
to  esUbliKh  the  immediate  location  of  that,  as 
well  aa  of  such  branch  lines  as  shall  seem  to 
be  necersary  and  practicable  for  the  carrying 
out  of  (lie  proposed  proji.'ct. 

"  Your  Committee  therefore  recommend 
the    introduction    and    passage    of   an    Act 
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to  constract  the  line.  The  Premier  moved  a  resolution  to  refer  tbe 
consideration  of  the  varions  proposals  to  a  joint  committee  of  both 
Houses.  On  the  recommendation  of  this  committee,  a  provisional 
contract  was  made  and  a  charter  afterwards  granted  to  the  Nevr- 
foundland  Railway  Company.  The  principal  points  in  the  contract 
provided  that  the  company  were  to  build  a  substantial,  reliable,  and 
efficient  railroad  of  thi'ee  feet  six  inches  gauge,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  tlie  Government  engineer,  and  were  to  continuously  operate  and 
maintain  the  same,  and  to  complete  the  whole  line  to  HalKs  Bay  within 
five  years ;  the  Government  to  pay  an  annual  subsidy  of  ^180,000  per 
annum  for  thirty-five  years,  the  subsidy  to  attach  as  each  five  miles 
of  road  was  completed  and  passed  by  the  Government  engineer;  a 
large  land  grant  of  five  thousand  acres  per  mile  was  to  be  given 
lor  each  completed  mile.  It  is  due  to  Sir  William  Whiteway  to  say 
that  he  was  always  in  favour  of  the  Government  constructiog  the 
line  themselves. 

On  the  OtU  of  August  18S1  the  railway  was  actually  commenced, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  working  season  twenty  miles  were  graded,  and 
ten  miles  metalled ;  very  lat^  sums  of  money  were  expended  in  labour 
on  the  line.  During  the  ensuing  wintt-r  hundreds  of  men  were 
employed  north  and  south  cutting  sleepera  The  money  thus  spent  in 
construction  and  in  purchi>se  of  the  right  of  way  was  found  most 
beneficial ;  it  came  on  the  whole  community  like  the  gentle  rain  from 
Heaven ;  its  refieshing  dews  descended  alike  on  the  friends  uid 
opponents  of  the  new  entei*pi*ise ;  iti  rills  tiickled  into  everyone's 
pocket — merchant,  trader,  small  shopkeeper,  all  alike  experienced 
the  good  results  of  this  large  outflow  of  money  to  the  railway 
labourers.      In   his   opening   speech   to   the   XiCgislature   in   1882,   Sir 


autboTiriDg  the  raijinji  by  loan  of  tbe  reqaired 
UDOUDI  b  BuiDS  not  f  xceeding  five  hundrrd 
tfaounanil  dolian  in  ui;  one  jear,  aad  pro- 
viding BD  oTRmniaation  for  carrying  ont  the 
object  in  acoorciance  w!th  the  views  contained 
in  thii  Beport.  Tbe  Committee  further  re- 
commend that  the  EieemiTe  Government 
spplf  to  Uer  Majetity'i  Oovernmeiit,  re- 
queating  thai  the;  will  guarantee  the  interest 
on  the  bond*  of  the  Colonj  for  RUcb  amount 
aa  maj  be  required  foe  the  purpose  of  cnn- 
ttncting  [he  railroad,  within  the  aum  of  one 
million  poundi  iterling,  and  we  cannot  doubt 
that  this  will  meet  wilh  a  favournble  re-ponw 
vben  Her  MajeMy's  Government  are  made 
•ware  uf  the  eiceptionaUf  sound  Mid  healthy 
•ondition  of  our  finHDcea. 


'■  All  at  whiob  i 

-  ^Signed) 

W.  V.  WarrewAT. 

■•  P.  G.  TsMIBk. 

■■C.  R.  Atbb. 
"  A.  Swu. 

"  J  OHM  KORKK. 

"  JoaiPH  I.  LirTLB. 

"BoBTj.Kmr. 
"A.M.  M*cKat." 

Ordertd,    That 
received. 

the    uH    Bepon    be 
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Frederic  Carter,  Adminiatrator  of  the  Government,  announced  to  the 
Legislature : — 

"That  the  leading  indiutries  of  the  conntrj  bad,  daring  the  previous  year,  been 
prosecuted  snccesBrully  on  the  whole,  and  that  mining  showed  a  considerably 
enlarged  export  of  copper  ore,  and  proup^ots  of  a  further  development  in  the 
immediate  futnre.  B!e  referred  to  the  railna;  as  progresaing  satisfhctorily  in 
Gonstmotioa,  conferring  important  benefits  on  the  people,  and  oaociug  a  large 
monetary  expenditure  in  the  country.  This* great  work,  he  said,  is  an  enterprise 
which,  in  the  increase  of  commercial  and  social  communication,  and  the  develop- 
ment of  our  aitricnltnral  and  mineral  resources,  contains  the  eleuieuts  of  solid  and 
lasting  prosperity  for  Newfoundland. 

"  The  revenue  wag  found  to  be  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  amounting  to 
$l,00a,808,  being  the  largest  ever  received. 


From  a  photograph. 

"  Tho  Administrator  further  informed  the  Legislature  that  the  imperial  authori- 
ties had  at  length  authorised  the  local  Government  to  make  land  grants,  and  issue 
mining  licences  on  that  part  of  the  coast  on  which  the  French  have  fishery 
pHvileges.  This  was  the  boon  for  which  the  Colony  had  been  pleading  in  vain  for 
many  years.  Its  importance  to  the  people  of  Newfoundland  can  hardly  be  over- 
rated. It  is  ■  virtual  settlement  of  the  vexed  French  Shore  question,  and  a 
removal  of  a  serions  aud  long-standing  grievance.  It  opens  the  half  of  the  island, 
which  bad  hitherto  been  closed  to  the  people,  to  settlement  and  industrial 
enterprise.  It  enfranchises  the  population  of  this  part  of  the  island,  who  are  in 
future  to  have  two  representatives  in  the  local  Legislature,  and  removes  all 
restrictions  on  the  exercise  of  territorial  rights.  The  Administrator  veiy  jnstly 
connected  this  concession  with  the  name  of  Sir  William  Wbiteway,  to  whose  able 
and  persevering  representations  the  country  is  largely  indebted  for  a  settlement 
of  this  vexed  question. 
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"  The  coincidence,  Baid  tha  Administrator,  of  tbe  improred  conditions  t-o  which 
I  hnve  adverted  wiih  tbe  inauguration  of  tbe  Newfoundland  railwaj,  marks  an  er* 
ot'  progress  which  is  a  me«t  sn'*ject  of  congratulation  to  the  conmtry." 

1882  was  a  period  of  enterprise,  a  shaking  up  of  the  dry  bones; 
besides  the  raJIway,  two  other  great  works  were  initiated,  the  constructicm 
of  the  dry  dock  at  River  Head  and  the  Rope  Walk.  The  dock  is  over 
COO  feet  long,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  at  its  widest  part,  with 
twenty-five  feet  over  the  gate  sill  at  high  water;  it  is  large  enough  to 
admit  the  largest  ocean  steamer  afloat  It  was  built  by  the  patentees, 
J.  E.  Simpson  &  Co.,  of  New  York.  Thj  work  began  in  M.iy  1883, 
and  in  December  1884  H.M.S.  Tenedos  was  docked,  and  the  great  work 
formally  occupied.  The  patentees  agreed  to  lease  the  dock  for  ten  years 
at  $15,000  per  annum.  Owing  to  a  dispute  between  the  lessees  and  tbe 
Government  about  the  cost  of  dredging  and  the  nonpayment  of  rent, 
the  dock  has  been  taken  out  cf  Messrs.  Simpson's  hands,  and  is  now 
under  lease  to  Messrs.  Harvey  &  Angel  for  §11,000  per  annum.  The  dock 
has  been  a  magnificent  success ;  it  is  of  veiy  great  benefit  and  con- 
venience to  the  trade,  gives  almost  constant  employment  to  tradesmen, 
and  keeps  in  the  colony  thousands  of  dollars  which  would  be  otherwise 
expended  abroad. 

The  most  important  social  industry  in  St.  John's  is  the  Rope  Walk. 
As  a  great  fishing  country  Newfoundland 
uses  an  enoiTuous  amount  of  lines  and 
twines,  netting,  cordage,  and  cables ;  until 
quite  recently  all  these  articles  were 
imported,  principally  from  the  West  of 
England,  hitterly  from  New  England.  The 
Colonial  Cordage  Company  was  founded 
by  the  energy  and  enterprise  of  the  Hon,  M. 
Monroe,  a  brother  of  the  diatinguislied 
Judge  Monroe,  of  the  Higher  Court  in 
Ireland.  Aided  by  local  and  foreign 
capital,  he  inaugurated  a  work  which  gives 
employment  to  a  lai'ge  number  of  work- 
people,    and    circulates     money     m     the 

Colony.  The  goods  turned  out  hy  this  company  are  all  of  the  very 
finest  quality.  Instead  of  impor.ing  nil  our  cordage  from  abroad,  the 
bulk  of  the  lines,  twines,  nets,  and  rabies  used  in  our  fisherj-  are  now 
made  in  the  country.  Whilst  the  initiation  of  the  enterprise  was  the 
work   of  the  Hon.   M.    Monroe,    its    successful    working    is    mainly 
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attributed  to  the  practical  skill,  tact,  and  good  judgment  of  his  Irotl.er, 
tlie  sole  managinjj;  partnei',  James  U.  Monroe.' 


The  events  of  the  nc-it  succeeding  years,  from  1883  forwards,  are 
fresh  in  the  uiemovies  of  all,  and  it  is  not  needful  to  dwell  with 
minute  particularity  over  circumstances  with  which  all  Newfoundlnnd 
readers  are  familiar.  One  unpleasant  subject  I  should  like  to  pass 
over,  the  vii-ulence,  mendacity,  and  misrepresentation  with  which 
the  promoters  of  the  railway  and  the  graving  dock  were  assailed.  The 
most  monstrous  fictions  were  invented  to  set  the  people  against  these 
new  enterprises.     This  resulted  in  a  very  serious  disturbance. 

In  1881  the  inhabitants  of  the  soutli  shore  of  Conception  Bay, 
believing  that  all  unutterable  evils  would  happen  to  them  if  the  line 


I  The  Rope  Walk  ia  owned  ani)  op?Ta1«d 
by  a  local  joint  slock  coniptiiiv,  the  Colonial 
Cordage  Company,  Limited,  of  Si.  John's, 
Newfoandlaud,  It  give*  constant  and  steady 
employment  to  upirurda  of  SOO  people — men, 
boys,  anil  girls — m  tbe  manufacture  of  cables 
and  cordage  ot  all  kinds.  fiiihinK  linra 
of  every  deHcriptJon,  and  all  sorts  of 
netting,  sieves,  and  co<l  Imps.  It  is 
tiituale  at  Monday  Pond,  convenient  to  the 


This  concern  was  originally  built  in  1B82, 
and  bnmed  down  in  December  1SH5.  Tha 
present  buildings  are  of  a  more  subslanrial 
nature  in  brick  and  slooe.  They  were  pushed 
forward  with  great  cnerey,  operations  being 
commenced  the  folionmg  July,  only  six 
months  after  the  deslructiun  of  Ibe  old 
buildings.  Tbe  macbiuery  is  of  the  must 
improTed  description,  and  the  goods  manu- 
factured are  quite  equal  to  anything  produced 
in  England  or  the  United  Stales. 
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went  through  their  lands,  atoned  the  engineers,  took  away  their  instru- 
ments, and  drove  them  fram  their  work.  The  inspector  of  police, 
Mr.  Carty,  and  the  police  magistrate,  with  only  eleven  men,  were  left  to 
contend  with  a  mad,  excited  crowd  of  about  live  hundred  men  and 
women  armed  with  guns  and  every  vaiiety  of  weapon.  The  aireat  of 
the  ringleader  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  the  firm  action  of 
the  police  authoritiei,  eventually  restored  order.     All   this   nnseeraly. 


dangerous  disturbance  was  directly  caused  by  the  unscrupulous  fabrica- 
tion of  falsehoods  to  stir  up  these  poor,  ignorant  people  to  oppose  the 
railway,' 

For  five  days  the  whole  population  from  Topsail  to  Indian  Pond 
were  in  an  insane  state  of  excitement.  Though  it  wax  the  busiest  time 
of  the  year,  they  never  did  a  stroke  of  work ;  all  day  long  they  watched 


'  Thit  riot  hae  b«en  geDerallj'  known  M  every  mao  goini;  into  town  with  •  borte  and 

the  "  Battle  of  Fox  Trap."    The  people  of  the  urt  vould  hkve'  to  pay  fifty  cents ;  that  their 

south  shore  were  told  by  a  leadW  merchant  in  little  farms  and  honca  woold  b«  taxed,  and 

the  wuBt  end  of  8t.  John's  that  if  the  railway  ibey  would  be  ruined.    Tbey  further  believed 

were   cnnied  out  a  "tall  gale"   (^  toll  gate)  that  if  the  tape  was  onca  carried  over  their 

would  be  erected  uear  the  Long  Bridge,  and  gronnd,  it  would  he  taken  from  then. 


idnyGoogle 


RAILWAT  COIfSTBUCTIOK.  513 

the  enf^ineers  and  the  small  posse  of  police,   and  tbllowed  iliem  from 
place  to  place.     From  Topaail  to  Indian  Fond  the  whole  population 
believed  ^e  advent  of  this  terrible  monster,  the  railway,  meant  their 
ruin.       Thanks      to     the    wise 
counsels  of   the  Eev.   Jeremiah 
O'Donnell,  the  people  of  Holy- 
rood   and  Harbour   Main  never 
made  the  slightest  opposition  to 
the  line. 

It  is  not  necessary  in  the 
present  day  to  say  anything  in 
favour  of  one  of  the  greatest' 
factors  in  the  promotion  of 
modem  civilization  and  pro- 
gress— the  railway ;  however 
useful  and  beneficial  it  may  be 
in  an  old  settled  country,  it  is 
a  positive  and  absolute  necessity 
for  the  development  and  settle- 
ment of  new  territory.  Look- 
ing at  the  position  of  our  most  sia  buby  iuisb. 
important    northern     out-ports, 

with  their  great  timber  and  mineral  wealth,  developed  and  undeveloped, 
communication  with  them  by  railway,  especially  in  winter,  is  the  only 

possible  means  of  intercourse.     It  was  one  of 

the  insuperable  objections  to  the  line  that  it 
could  never  run  in  severe  winter  weather ;  how- 
ever, experience  shows  us  that  by  good  manage- 
ment the  railway  will  never  be  retarded,  even 
by  the  worst  weather,  beyond  a  few  hours. 
When  the  coast  is  blocked  by  ice,  when  all 
travelling  by  load  is  impossible,  the  trains  to 
Whitboume  and  Flacentia  have  run  their  course 
almost  as  punctually  as  in  the  finest  summer 
weather.  So  far  the  railroad  is  the  most  com- 
HOH.  1. 1,  LiriLa.  plete,  the  most  safe  and  convenient  road  and 

St  s.  a.  Panmu.  mode  of  communication  the  wit  of  man  has  been 

able  to  devise  ;  no  other  enterprise  of  modem 
times  so  benefita  the  working  man  or  distributes  labour  in  so  generally 
beneficial  a  manner. 

The   year   1883   is   distinguished   for   the   painful  episode    of    the 
Harbour  Grace  riot ;  it  was  not  only  a  most  regrettable  incident,  owii^  to 
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the  deplorable  loss  of  life,  but  also  for  the  dire  feelings  of  revenge  and 
hatred  it  called  forth.  Three  men  were  killed  belonging  to  the  Orange 
proceeaion  and  one  on  the  Catholic  side.  The  police  authorities  at 
Harbour  Grace  had  full  warning,  yet  no  precautions  were  taken  to  keep 
the  rival  factions  apart ;  this  fatiil  error  produced  most  disastrous 
effects,  both  social  and  political.  It  upset  the  parties  in  the  Assembly 
and  the  trials,  with  their  exhibition  of  perjuries  and  prejudice,  were  by 
no  means  edifying.  The  whole  trouble  was  begotten  of  fanaticism,  and 
it  ended  in  a  complete  fiasco. 

Iq  1885  there  was  a  new  deal  of  the  political  cards,  and  considerable 
shuffling.     Sir  W.  V.*  Whiteway,  who  had  been  Premier  during  two  par- 
liaments,   resigned,    and   a    new   party  waa    formed,    known    as    the 
"Thorbum    Administration."      It    was    intended    at    firdt    to    be    a 
genuine  Protestant  Government,  worked  on 
sound   GOmmerciul    principles ;    it    was    to 
inaugurate  a   new  rfign   of  moderate   pro- 
gress, economy,  and   ho   amalgamation ;   it 
ended  by  building  the   expensive   railway 
to    Placentia,   and  the  Thorbum   turnpike 
road  to  Broad  Cove,  the  best  constructed 
and  the   most  costly   road  in  the   Colony. 
Its  stem  principles  of    "  no  amalgamation 
with  Catholics  "  soon  died  aw^ay. 

The  Thorbum  Administration  will  ever 

be  memorable  for  their  lold    policy  in   the 

eiB  B.  TBOKBtJEs.  inauguratiou    of    the   Bait   Act,   the     con- 

sg  siutano.  stiTiction  of   tlic   Placcutia   Railway,^   and 

the  inception  of  the  new  line  to  Hall's  Bay. 

Tliey  added  one  fine  touch  of  humour  to  the  annala  of  our  constitutional 

history,  the  construction  of  the  Placentia  Railway  under  the  d'sguise  of 

a  road.    One  member  of  the  Executive,  when  attacked  in  the  Legislative 

Council  on  this  subject,  solemnly  declared  that  he  was  not  aware  that 

the  Government  were  building  a  railway,  and  when  he  found  out  that 

the  so-called  road  was  the  veritable   Placentia  Railway   he  resigned. 


>  Thia  Tallwa;  1TW  built,  ao  it  is  said,  to  Colinet  Bridge !  they  vcre  on  their  waj  to 

obtUD  the  ndheaion  of  the  two  Members  for  I'lacenlia ;  tbej  coutd  plainlv  hear  the  sooud 

the  district,  Hon.  W.  J.  S.  Donnelly  and  ibe  of  the  railnay  whistle  nt  Wbiibourne.    The 

Spenhet,   O.   H.   Emersoti.      Each   of  theea  Governor  then  and  there  determined  to  use 

cmineot  legislators  cost  the  Colony /250,noo.  h'n  iufluence  to  build  the   I'lacentia  branch 

Another   account   of  the   reasons  tor  build-  rwlway.     My    informaot    also    states    that 

ing  the   Placentia   Bailvay  and  the  edmis-  it   vas    the   Governor's    ohjCctinn    to    the 

MOD  of  CittholicB   to  the  ministry  is   giren  gentleman    named    bk     Colonial    SecT«taij 

by   a   fiiend    of   Sir    G.  Wm.  Ilea    V<edi.  that  caused  the  Ministry  to  seek  for  Culbolic 

He  and    the    Governor  were    standing    on  allies. 
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To  some  of  the  stem  unbending  Tories  oF  Water  Street,  the  railway  was 
the  unclean  thing,  hence  this  thin  disguise ;  it  was  altogether  too 
transparent  to  deceive  the  public. 

The  convention  between  England  and  Frnnce,  made  in  1884  relative 
to  French  fishery  rights  in  Newfoundland,  was  submitted  to  the  New- 
foundland  Government   in   1884,   by   Sir   Clare   Ford  and  Mr.   E.  B, 
Fennell,   C.M.O. ;    with   certain    modifications   it    received   a   qualified 
approval,   but   the   Whiteway   Cabinet   absolutely   refused    to   hold   a 
special  session  of  the  Legislature  to  recommend  its  adoption.     In  1885, 
on  the  change  of  Government,  Mr,  E.  B.  Pennell,  C.M.O.,  of  the  Colonial 
OHice,  was  again  sent  out  to  Newfoundland  with  an  amended  convention 
to  confer  with  the  local  authorities  on 
the    subject,  and    to    endeavour    to 
make  an  arrai)gement.     The  negotia- 
tions resulted,  however,  in  the  Joint 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
and  the  Council   absolutely  refusing 
to   ratify  the   Ford-Pennell    Conven- 
tion, unless  the  French  would  agree  to 
withdraw  or  modify  their   bounties; 
concurrently   the   committee   drafted, 
and    both   Houses   passed,   the    first 
Bait   Act   of   1886.     In  substance  it 
empowered  the  Executive  to  prohibit 
the  capture  in  our  waters  for  expor- 
tation or  sale   of   bait  fishes,  except 
under  special    licence   to  be    issued 
by  the   Receiver   General   under  the 
authority  of  the  Governor  in  Council. 

If  carried  out  efiGuiently  it  would  stop  all  the  supply  of  bait  to  the  French 
from  our  south  coast.  The  French  made  every  eflbrt  to  induce  the 
Imperial  Government  to  refuse  their  sanction  to  the  Act,  and  in  the 
Governor's  speech  of  1887  Sir  G.  W.  Des  Vceux  informed  the  Legislature 
that  Her  Majesty  would  not  sanction  the  Bill.  The  Governor's  despatch 
in  favour  of  the  proposed  measure,  and  the  aildress  from  the  House  of 
Assembly  sent  home  with  the  second  Bait  Bill  in  1887,  are  both  very 
able  and  well- written  documents. 

Sir  G.  W.  Des  Voeux  wrote  on  January  14,  1887, to  Sir  H.  Holland; 
after  referring  to  the  matter  generally,  he  concluded  : — 

"  25.  Thongb  this  measara,  if  allowed.  wonW  to  a  large  extent  place  the  fish 
prodaction  in  this  neighbourhood  Trithin  the  control  of  the  people  of  thia  Oolonj, 
they  have  us  desire  to  monopolize  it,  and  I  feel  aatiefied  that  they  wonld  willingly 
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modify  the  proTiBiooa  of  the  meunre  in  faTOnr  of  aach  Govornmenta  m  would 
grant  a  proportional  reciprooitf. 

"  26.  Without  or  oonne  being  nble  to  spedk  with  certaiaty  as  to  the  smonnt  of 
ooBCeSBion  that  woold  be  granted  by  the  Legislature  in  any  particular  cane,  I  hare 
veiy  good  reaaon  for  beliering  that,  as  regards  the  United  States,  the  riglit  of 
obtaining  bait  would  be  restored  on  the  opening  of  the  American  markete  to 
Newfoundland  fiah,  or  (if  common  oanse  be  made  with  Canada}  to  all  British  Gsb ; 
while  in  viev  of  the  greater  expense  inTolved  in  maintaining  the  fisher;  from 
head-quarters  on  the  oiher  side  of  the  Atlantic,  I  beliere  that  in  the  case  of  tbe 
French  the  abolition  or  a  eubatantial  reduction  of  the  export  bonntiea  would  alone 
be  held  enfficient,  even  though  the  otlier  bounties  and  tbe  prohibition  of  the  import 
of  British  fiah  were  still  retained.  In  a  word,  tbe  principle  that  the  oolonists 
desire  to  maintain  ta,  '  Live  and  let  lire,'  and  they  merely  object  lo  that  of  '  Let 
others  live  by  killing  uB.' 

"  26.  Bat  whether  the  views  of  the  colonists  on  this  subject  are  jnat  or  not  (and 
after  much  and  aaiiona  consideration  of  tbe  subject  I  am  bound  to  aay  that,  in  my 
opinion,  they  are  based  on  very  substantial  grounds),  the  propoaed  measure  of 
prohibition,  as  in  no  way  affecting  the  Treaty  rij^hta  of  foreign  Powers,  con  scarcely 
he  contended  to  be  otherwise  thnn  such  as  is  within  the  competence  of  tbe  local 
Legislature  under  tbe  existing  constitntion  of  the  Colony ;  and,  indeed,  if  tbe 
aame  object  had  been  aimed  at  by  more  indirect  means,  and  a  Bill  had  been  passed 
imposing  a  prohibitive  duty  on  bait  exported  in  foreign  Tessels,  it  appears  open  to 
doubt  whether,  under  my  existing  instructions,  I  should  have  been  justified  in 
refusing  assent  to  it. 

"  27.  But  however  this  may  be,  any  question  as  to  tbe  competence  in  the  matter 
of  tbe  Colonial  Legislature  has  been  practicrally  aet  at  rest  by  the  recent  allowance 
of  the  Canadian  Bill,  which,  I  am  informed,  adopts  almost  precisely  similar  means 
for  procuring  an  analogous  object.  And  as  the  importance  of  tbe  fisheries  to  the 
Dominion  is  moreover  incomparably  lesa,  for  the  reasons  above  given,  than  to  this 
Colony,  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  disallowance  of  the  Newfoundland  Bill,  which 
would  appear  probable  from  the  long  delay  of  decision,  ia  due  to  some  Imperial 
consideration  which  applies  either  not  at  all,  or  in  a  ooneiderably  less  degree, 
to  the  case  of  Canada.  If  this  be  so,  as  indeed  there  are  other  reaaons  for 
believing,  I  would  respectfully  urge  that  in  fairness  the  heavy  reauHing  loss 
should  not,  or  at  all  events  not  exclusively,  fall  upon  this  Colony,  and  that  if  in 
the  national  interest  a  right  is  to  be  withheld  from  Newfoundland  which  naturally 
belongs  to  it,  and  the  possession  of  which  makes  to  it  all  the  difierenoe  between 
wealth  and  penary,  there  is  involved  on  the  port  of  the  nation  a  corresponding 
obligation  to  grant  compensation  of  a  value  equal,  or  uearly  eqaal,  to  that  of  tbe 
right  withheld. 

"  31.  I  would  respectfully  urge  that,  in  the  absence  of  a  fixed  deoision  against 
this  measure,  the  delay  which  has  already  taken  place  in  respect  of  its  allowanoa 
should  not  be  further  prolonged. 

"  32.  Now  that  I  fully  comprehend  the  present  position  of  the  Colony,  it  is  to 
ma  no  longer  a  matter  of  wonder  that  the  Legislature  haa  hitherto  failed  to  ratify 
the  proposed  Arraugement  with  France ;  indeed,  I  can  scarcely  conceive  it  possible 
that  this  Arrangement  will  ever  be  accepted  so  long  as  the  Bait  Clause  remains  in 
it.  and  no  security  is  taken  that  the  export  bounties  will  not  be  maintained  on  tbeir 
pi-eaent  footing. 
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"  33.  For  though  a11  the  other  articles  have  the  appearance  of  conceeaion  on 
the  part  of  the  French,  and  some  are,  no  doabt,  substantial  concessioufl,  thej'  are 
all  immeasnrabljr  oatweighed  by  the  uingle  concession  reqnired  on  the  part  of  this 
Oolong.  For  if  there  were  granted  to  the  IVench  an  inalienable  right  to  procnro 
bait  here,  the  ftitnre,  not  only  of  the  coast  where  they  already  have  6shing  rights, 
bnt  of  tbe  whole  Colony,  wonld  praclically  he  placed  within  the  control  of  their 
OoTemment.  Even  if  the  present  bonnties  shoald  prove  inanfficient,  it  wonld 
require  bnt  a  slight  addition  to  them,  inTolrlng  an  exceedingly  small  cost  by 
comparison  with  the  enormous  eipenditure  of  France,  to  destroy  the  trade  of  this 
Colony  altogether,  and  at  once ;  and  in  view  of  the  great  importance  attached  to 
these  tisberiee  by  the  French,  as  the  means  of  maintaining  the  strength  of  their 
DttTj,  it  wonld  appear  by  no  means  improbable  that  snch  an  attempt  would  be 
made  if  there  were  thus  withdrawn  the  only  means  of  prevontirg  its  sdcoobs. 
And  this  probability  appears  the  greater,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  cessation 
of  British  prodnctions  with  the  cause  in  operation  that  wonld  render  its  recovery 
impossible  woald,  in  all  probability,  prodaco  a  rise  in  the  market  Talne  of  fish, 
which  would  eventually  render  unnecessary  the  continuance  of  aiiy  bonnty,  so  that 
the  additional  expenditure  on  tbe  part  of  France  would  be  only  a  temporary 
sacrifioe  that  would  secure  a  permanent  ecouomioal  gain. 

"  34.  As  the  matter  at  present  appears  to  me,  it  seema  deserving  of  the  con- 
Kiderationof  Her  Majesty's  Government  whether  it  wonld,  under  any  circumstancee, 
be  politic  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  French  a  weapon  capable  of  being  used  with 
flDch  terrible  effect  against  British  interests,  and  whether,  without  the  security  for 
the  disoontinaanoe  of  the  bounties  on  their  present  footing  as  above  referred  to, 
it  would  be  wise  to  make  further  effort  for  the  posaing  of  the  Arrangement  while 
the  Bolt  Clause  is  included  in  it 

*'  35.  In  conclusion,  I  would  respectfully  express,  on  behalf  of  this  suffering 
Colony,  the  earnest  hope  that  the  vilal  interests  of  200.000  British  subjects  will 
net  be  disregarded  out  of  deference  to  the  susceptibilities  of  any  foreign  Power, 
and  this  especially  when  the  privilege  which  that  Power  desires  to  retain  cannot 
be  pretended  to  be  matter  of  right,  but  is  a  benefit  which  may  be  lawfully  with- 
drawn, as  in  the  nature  of  a  tenancy  at  will,  and  may  now  be  justly  withdrawn  as 
being  used  for  the  infliction  of  fatel  injury  on  thoae  who  have  hitherto  permitted 
its  eqjoymeot.  Sincerely  hoping  that  the  fnlfilment  of  the  desire  of  Newiouodland 
may  be  no  longer  delayed,  and  that  1  may  be  able  to  meet  the  LegiBiature  next 
month  with  the  announcement  tbat  this  important  Bill  baa  already  received  Her 
Kajesty's  gracious  allowance  and  confirmation,  I  have,  &,c. 

"  G.  William  des  V<kux." 

The  House  tleclared : — 

"  It  was  with  feelings  of  profound  disappointment  and  regret  that  we  learned 
fVom  Hie  Sxceltency's  speech,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  Session  of  the  Legis- 
laiure,  and  from  your  despatch  to  him  of  the  3rd  instaut,  that  Ue-r  Kajcaty  will 
not  be  advised  to  give  her  banction  (o  this  Bill. 

"  This  announoement  awakened  a  public  aentiment  that  has  had  its  expression 
in  the  immodiate  passage  of  another  similar  Bill,  which  took  precedence  of  all 
other  bnsincBS  in  tbe  Legislature,  and  will  be  transmitted  immediately  for  the 
approval  of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  We  most  earnestly  trust  that  the  result 
of  this  renewed  effort  in  anpport  of  oar  rights  may  not  be  another  disappointment 
with  its  ruiuons  conseqaeneea. 

"  When  we  learn  from  your  despatch  tbat  tbe  main  reason  for  the  reliisal  of  our 
Bill  is  that  its  present  adoption  woold  '  inflict  grave  loss  on  the  French  flsbenneu,' 
we  cannot  forbear  from  the  eiproisiou  of  our  surprise  at  this  apparent  disregard  of 
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the  sofferings  of  our  BBhermen,  and  of  the  Britisli  intorests  which  are  thna  made 
Babi>erytant  to  tbe  parpoBOS  of  foreigners.  The  people  of  this  Colony  h»Te  the 
right  ia  our  flsherieB,  and  foreigaen  hare  not ;  and  wo  cuiuot  seo  tiiose  rigbt-i 
snrrendered  in  defisooe  of  cnr  appeals  withont  expreeaing  onr  deep  sense  of  th« 
injustice  to  which  oar  people  are  thus  called  on  to  snbmit. 

"  Tour  despatch  sets  forth  that  ftarther  information  is  required  to  enable  Her 
JSojeety'B  GoTemment  to  appreciate  the  tme  oharaoter  aod  bearings  of  onr  Bait 
Bill.  The  Addms  of  the  Legislatnre,  nlreod;  referred  to,  ia  poflsession  of  Her 
Uajesty's  GoTemment,  is  pregnant  with  fnots  in  jostifloation  of  tbat  measnre,  and 
appears  to  as  to  eshanst  the  whole  subject.  Bat  while  we  ftil  to  aee  »aj  want  of 
completeness  in  tbe  evidence  already  supplied,  eveij  desire  is  felt  to  satisfy  M17 
farther  reaaoaabto  requirements  in  this  respect. 

"  It  would  further  appear  from  your  despatch  that,  in  support  of  the  objections 
to  the  measure,  much  importance  is  given  to  the  fact  that  tbe  bait  traffic  has  been 
long  recognised,  and  baa  only  of  late  been  resisted.  We  thought  the  reasons  for 
this  change  of  view  had  been  fnlly  explained  in  tbe  representations  recently  made 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government.  The  traffic  was  permitted  so  long  as  the  bonntj- 
asaistod  fisheries  of  France  found  a  market  in  tbat  oouatry  for  tbeir  produce.  But 
within  the  last  three  years  the  great  increase  in  tbeir  flsheriea  has  gone  far  beyond 
the  requirements  of  their  home  markets  ;  and  wo  find  them  meeting  us  in  Spain, 
Italy,  and  other  European  countries,  and,  with  the  bounty  equal  to  60  per  cent,  of 
the  value  of  the  Bsb,  they  are  fast  supplanting  ub  ;  the  reduced  value  of  onr  staple 
indusli7  from  this  caaae  already  representing  a  fairly  estimated  sum  of  £250,000 
per  annum,  under  conditions  (hat  menoee  us  with  a  Still  more  serious  decline.  In 
these  facts,  our  cbango  of  view  of  the  bait  traffic  i<i  but  too  well  warranted,  and  wa 
hare  abundant  reason  for  the  application  of  the  remedy  provided  in  the  Bait  Act. 
In  furnishing  oar  rivab  with  bait,  we  promote  the  evils  we  have  to  contend  with, 
and  our  only  course  is  to  terminate  this  snicidal  traffic. 

"We  are  but  too  conscious  that,  from  the  causes  referred  to,  the  condition  of 
our  trade  awakens  a  sense  of  great  anxiety  at  tbe  present  moment ;  white  we  bave 
full  trust  in  the  futnro,  if  only  permitted  by  Her  M.^jesty's  Government  to  legislate 
as  we  see  fit  for  the  protection  of  what  belongs  tn  us.  We  regret  we  cannot  safely 
acsept  yoiir  view  of  waiting  to  test,  by  further  experience,  tbe  question  how  much 
longer  and  to  what  further  extent  onr  trade  will  bear  np  against  the  adverse 
influences  that  now  prevail.  Our  ability  to  sustain  ourselves  against  undoe 
competition  would  be  no  argument  for  obliging  ns  to  contribute  to  its  con- 
tinuance, while  the  perils  of  such  an  experiment  are  too  obvious  to  warrant  its 
acceptance. 

"  Her  Majesty's  Government,  in  proposing  that  they  should  be  the  judges  of 
the  effect  of  our  measures  on  onr  local  interests,  are  not,  we  humbly  submit,  in  a 
position  to  discbargo  that  duty  with  safety  or  advantage.  When  it  is  suggested 
tbat,  as  regards  our  Bait  Act,  a  consullatirn  with  tfan  French  may  lead  to  a  remedy 
being  fonnd  in  some  other  direction  for  the  admitted  evils,  this  proposal  would 
appear  to  bave  originated  with  a  want  of  kaowledge  of  the  sitnstion.  A  free 
supply  of  bait  to  tbe  French  from  our  coasts  means  the  efi'acement  of  onr  British 
trade  and  the  exodus  uf  onr  population,  and  forbids  all  thonght  of  possible 
equivslents.  We,  moreover,  must  decline  reBpectfully  to  accept  the  view  that  the 
French,  or  any  other  foreign  Power,  has  a  Btatns  or  conanllative  claim  in  the 
control  or  disjicsition  of  our  property,  ond  we  humbly  demur  to  any  recognition  of 
their  pretensions  in  this  respect.  We  acknowledge  no  authority  but  tbat  of  the 
Imperial  Oovemmeut.  and  their  rights  of  dominion  are  wisely  limited  by  onr 
constitutional  powers,  which  secure  for  na  the  free  exercise  of  our  instructed 
intelligence  in  the  management  of  onr  local  affairs. 
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"  The  decision  of  Her  Majesty's  Govemmenli  leaves  as  to  deal  with  dishearteDing 
pro§peotB  for  wiother  jear,  the  eflecte  being  already  seon  ia  the  reetriotion  and 
abasdonment  of  proposed  enterprise :  bnt  we  cannot  beliere  that  any  alleged 
difficnltieB  will  be  allowed  farther  lo  saperaede  the  rights  and  mar  the  fortunes  of 
the  loyal  people  of  this  Colony  straggling  to  maintain  their  position  an  an 
indspendent  and  honoarable  appendage  of  the  British  Crcwn." 

In  1887,  when  our  del^;stes  were  sent  to  England  to  press  on  tbe 
sanction  of  the  Bait  Act,  their  arrival,  most  fortunately  for  our  interests, 
coincided  with  the  holding  of  the  Colonial  Conference  in  I^ondon.     Our 
Premier,  (hen  Mr.  Thorbiim,  soon  made  Sir  Robert,  represented  tbe 
most  ancient   colony ;  he  was  the   premier  of  colonial   premiers.     In 
claiming  our  rights  to  control  and  legislate  for  our  own  fisheries  we  had 
all  the  colonies   on  our    side  but  Canada;   she    demanded   from   the 
Colonial  Office  that  the  Act  should  be  disallowed,  and  even  if  allowed,  the 
penal  clauses  should  be  altered.     Our  representntives  gave  an  assurance 
that  Canadian  fishermen  were  "  to  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  .as 
our  own."    Whilst  we  must  all  do  justice  to  the  able  and  earnest  efibi-ts 
of  our  delegHtes,  Sir  A.  Shea  and  Sir  R.  Thorburn,  the  fortunate  coinci< 
dence   of   their   visit    and    the  con- 
ference of  all  the  Colonial  Premiers 
gave   great   weight   to   our  demand 
for    the  Imperial    sanction    to    the 
Bait  Act;    in  the  Jubilee  Year  of 
Her  Majesty's  accession,  the  Colonial 
Office  dare  not  be  so  ungracious  as 
to  refuse  us  the  exercise  of  a  right 
in  which  we  would  be  sustained  by 
every    Colonial    statesman    then   in 
London. 

The  British  Government,  having 
roost  reluctantly  assented  to  the  Bait 
Act,  made  it  a  condition  that  the 
Act  should  not  be  put  in  foree  until 
the  following  spring  (1888).  "" ' 

The  year  1887  will  be  ever  me- 
morable as  the  Jubilee  of  our  Gracious  Sovereign  Queen  Victoria. 
The  occasion  called  out  a  grand  exhibition  of  loyalty  over  the  vast 
Empire  whose  drum-beat  now  encircles  the  world.  In  St.  John's 
an  impressive  Jubilee  ser>-ice  was  held  in  the  Anglican  cathedral  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  was  attended  by  all  denominations. 

The  subsequent  history  of  this  important  question  of  the  Bait  Act 
is  well  known  to  Newfoundland  reader".  I  was  requested  by  the 
Thorburn  Goi-emment  to  put  the  Act  in  opeiation.     In  March  1888  I 
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found  myself  one  morning  suddenly  transformed  from  a  peaceful  District 
Judge  into  the  commander  of  a  fleet ;  the  French  called  me  "  Bombatde 
Admiral,"  and  our  tugn  "the  IroncladB."  We  had  very  great  difficulty 
in  getting  free  from  the  ice ;  the  old  Herffulee,  however,  butted  her  way 
round  Cape  Spear,  and  the  S.S.  Lady  Ohver  followed  in  her  wake  ;  we 
managed  to  "clear  o-iv  akirta."  whilst  the  Curlew  and  Portia  were 
detained  for  a  long  time  at  Trepaaay.  The  initial  difficultiee  attending 
a  very  anluous  undertaking  weie  thus  overcome. 

The  year  1892  will  ever  be  memorable  in  the  Colony  as  a  period 
of  calamity,  beginning  with  the  great  disaster  in  Trinity  Bay,  luid 
foUowed  hy  the  fire  of  July.  In  January  all  the  Engliah-speaking 
world  mourned  for  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence ;  sincere  and  wide- 
spread sympathy  was  felt  for  the  bereaved  prince  and  for  the  moliier, 
the  beloved  Danish  princess,  endeared  to  all  Engli-^h  hearts.  In  Febmary 
occurred  one  of  those  terrible  calamities  and  loss  of  humnn  life  which 
vividly  impress  us  with  the  terrible  dangers  to  which  our  hardy 
fishermen,  who  earn  their  bread  upon  the 
waters,  are  daily  and  hourly  exposed. 

Saturday,  the  28th  of  February  1892 
is  a  dark  day  in  the  annals  of  Trinity, 
a  day  to  be  ever  remembered  and 
mourned.  The  morning  sun  ushered  in 
a  lovely  dawn,  the  sky  was  clear,  a  soft, 
bright,  balmy  air  blew  from  tlie  land 
over  the  treaclierous  sea,  the  Ught  breeze 
scarcely  ruffled  its  bosom.  Frcm  Trinity, 
end  every  liarbour  adjacent,  boats  were 
out  by  early  dawa  in  pursuit  of  seals, 
wliich  Iind  bepn  seen  the  previous  even- 
ing. From  Trinity,  Ship  Cove,  Trotity, 
English  Harbour,  Salmon  Cove,  and  other 

small  places,  the  daring  ice-hunters  set  off  with  high  hopes  and 
buoyant  spirits  to  chase  the  wary  seal ;  in  this  most  exciting  and 
dangerous  pursuit  the  Newfoundliinder  recks  not  of  danger ;  diffi- 
culties and  perils  that  would  attright  one  unaccustomed  to  the  ice- 
fields are  mere  sport  to  the  hardy  native.  On  this  eventful  day 
seals  were  few  and  scattered ;  in  the  fierce  excitement  of  the  chase 
many  went  far  out  into  the  bay,  heedless  of  the  coming  tempest ;  a  few 
of  the  older  fishermen,  especially  those  from  Trinity,  more  wary,  and 
probably  less  vigorous,  noticed  the  first  signs  of  the  stunn,  and  before 
the  icy  blast  came  down  with  full  force  they  were  under  the  lee  of  the 
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land  and  could  row  in.  Two  hundred  and  fifteen  men  were  out  on  thai 
day  ;  the  majority  got  safe  to  land  after  a  tremendous  struggle  for  their 
lives ;  the  rest  of  the  unfortunate  fishermen,  in  spite  of  their  heroic 
esertions,  were  finally  overpowered ;  with  strong  arms  they  rowed  for 
their  lives,  but  the  freezing  icy  tornado  swept  down  upon  theoi  and 
paralysed  their  efforts ;  they  had  done  all  that  men  could  do  against  the 
blizzard ;  they  fougiit  with  the  gale  whilst  insttmt  death  appeared  on 
every  wave.  One  bold  crew  from  English  Harbour,  seeing  all  their 
attempts  to  stem  the  tempest  were  in  vain,  made  for  the  ice  ;  bo  chilling 
was  the  blast  that  before  the  boat  had  reached  the  floe,  flying  before 
the  wind,  one  young  fellow  became  paralysed  with  the  cold  ;  however, 
Kewfotmdlanders  in  a  difficulty  are  never  without  reeoune.  They 
climbed  on  to  a  pan  higher  than  the  res^  where  they  made  a  rude 
shelter;  their  boat  was  broken  up  to  mekQ  a  fite  ;  with  this  and  eotae 
seals  they  managed  to  live  througli  that  awful  night  Thirteen  fisher- 
men were  found  frozen  to  death  in  their  little  punts ;  eleven  others 
were  driven  up  the  bay  and  perished  in  that  dark  cold  night  of  death. 
The  hardships  that  were  endured,  the  sufferings  of  the  poor  fellows 
that  were  saved,  the  agony  of  8UBpeii.se  for  the  dear  ones  on  shore,  the 
heroism  of  those  poor  humble  souls  in  their  hour  of  agony  is  known 
only  to  the  Almighty  Power  "  that  rules  the  raging  of  the  sea."  All  that 
could  be  done  was  done  to  alleviate  the  distressed  ;  a  gallant  oew  from 
Heart's  Delight  saved  the  ^xteen  men  on  the  ice ;  the  generous  Captain 
Fowlow  put  out  in  the  schooner  and  succoured  some  and  brought  them 
home  to  their  agonised  families.  Charity  flowed  in  to  the  widows  and 
orphans  ;  kindness,  open-handed  liberality,  tender  human  sympathy  was 
called  forth  fur  the  mourners,  for  those,  alas,  whose  sorrow  for  the 
dead  will  never  die,  who  all  life  long  will  grieve  over  the  death  and 
destruction  of  that  dark  day  of  storm. 

In  the  course  of  this  History  I  have  often  had  to  chronicle  the 
mvages  of  fire  ;  thriie  our  capital  has  been  destroyed  by  the  devouring 
flame;  the  conflagration  of  the  8th  and  9th  of  July  1892  tar  exceeded 
all  former  calamities  in  suddenness  anil  in  the  immense  value  of  the 
property  destroyed.  The  great  fire  of  1846  began  with  the  u|>setting 
of  a  glue-pot  in  the  shop  of  Hamelin  the  cabinet-maker,  the  still  greater 
fire  of  July  1892  commenced  in  a  stable,  and  was,  in  all  probability, 
caused  by  the  spark  from  a  careless  labourer's  pipe.  Commencing  on  a 
fine  summer's  evening,  fanned  by  a  high  wind,  the  fire  burnt  all  through 
the  night,  and  in  tlie  bright  dawn  of  that  ever-memorable  9th  of  July, 
ten  thousand  people  found  themselve-S  homeless,  a  forest  of  chimneys  and 
heaps  of  ashes  marking  where  the  evening  before  had  stood  one  of  the 
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busiest  and  most  flouriahing  towns  in  tbe  maritime  ptovmce&     Leet  t 
should  be  accused  of  prejudice,  I  prefer  giving  an  account  of  the  disaeter 


from  another  pen.    Nearly  all  the  following  description  is  taken  from  the 
St.  John's  Evening  Herald  of  10th  September  1892  : — 
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Ever  mamomblo  in  the  annals  or  St.  John's  will  be  the  8th  day  of  Jaly  18d2. 
For  generations  to  come  the  great  fire  of  this  year  will  form  a  subject  for  oonTer- 
aation,  a  period  to  date  from,  in  the  same  manner  as  for  the  paat  for^-eix  years 
the  great  fire  of  the  Dth  of  Jane  18M  haa  heen.  Exactly  foriy-eix  years  and  one 
month  had  passed  away  aince  the  great  fire  of  1816,  and  the  inbabitante  of 
St.  John's  bad  come  to  look  npeo  the  fire  demon  as  one  that  would  never  again 
destroy  my  great  portion  of  our  city.  We  felt  secure  in  the  great  water  power 
ve  had.  and  the  almost  unlimited  quantity  which  wu  ttored  in  the  natural 
reserroir  at  WindMr  Lake.  In  faot,  enoh  waa  onr  fiuth  in  iba  powor  of  tbe 
fire  department,  and  in  the  supply  of  water,  that  when  a  fire  oocuired,  even  at 
night,  but  few  people  ever  troubled  to  arise  from  their  beds  to  ascertain  its 
whereabouts. 

Such  was  the  feeling  of  security,  ttiat  wheii  the  belle  rang  tlie  doable  alarm 
on  Friday,  the  8th  July,  but  few  people  paid  any  attention  to  it.  The  weather 
had  been  extremely  hot  for  some  weeks  before ;  so  much  so,  that  the  grass  had 
withered  on  the  high  lands,  and  vegetablea  were  being  dried  up.  Forest  6reB 
prerailed  in  the  sarronnding  country,  and  for  daya  the  air  hod  baen  laden  with 
the  smoke  and  heat  of  burning  bnah  and  moss.  Friday  was  one  of  the  hottest 
days  of  the  summer,  the  thermometer  regiHtering  87°  in  the  shade  at  2  p.m. 
Although  the  thermometer  ranged  ao  high,  an  nnasaally  strong  breeze  of  wind 
prerailed  all  day,  decking  the  harbour  with  "white  caps,"  and  the  dost  flew 
about  in  blinding  showers.  About  five  o'clock  the  Central  fire  bell  rang  out  an 
alarm,  whioh  was  quickly  responded  to  by  the  firemen,  who  proceeded  to  the  scene 
of  the  conflagration  at  the  junction  of  Freshwater  and  Fennjwell  Soads.  -By  the 
careless  handling  of  a  match  the  stable  of  Mr.  T.  Srien  had  cangbc  fire,  and  there 
in  not  the  least  doubt  that  it  might  hare  been  easily  eitinguiBhed  in  its  incipient 
stage,  bnt  that  not  a  bnoketful  of  water  could  be  bad,  for  the  waler-pipee  had 
been  undergoing  repaira  that  day,  and  nltbongh  the  water  is  sold  to  have  been 
turned  on  at  3  p.m.,  the  water  at  5  bad  not  reached  the  higher  levels  of  the 
town,  and  the  reservoir,  close  to  the  scene  of  tbe  outbreak,  was  found  to  be  empty, 
having  boen  pamped  oui^  by  the  fire  brigade  at  a  practice  about  one  moiith 
previously.  With  no  water  to  check  the  devouring  element,  and  a  stable  fall  of 
hay  to  feed,  and  a  fale  of  wind  to  fun  the  flames,  the  flre  spread  with  incredible 
rapidity,  leaping  from  house  to  house.  It  nae  speedily  seen  that  the  fire  was 
going  to  assume  large  proportions,  and  a  call  was  made  for  extra  aid,  which 
brongbl  many  townsfolk  to  the  spot,  but  although  there  were  many  willing  hands, 
there  was  no  water.  This  fact  seemed  to  paralyse  tbe  firemen,  and  the  leaping 
flumes  flying  with  such  rapidity  from  house  to  bouse,  passing  over  an  occasional 
one,  demonstrated  the  fact  that  no  human  effort  could  stay  their  onward  runh. 
Whilst  one  stream  of  fire  rapidly  descecded  Carter's  Hill,  another  swiftly  destroyed 
the  bnildings  on  the  south  side  of  Harvey  Street,  and  those  on  Long's  Bill,  taking 
in  il4  oonrae  the  magnificent  Uethodist  College  Hall,  School,  and  Home;  the 
Uasooic  Temple,  a  comparatively  new  building,  aud  one  that  was  justly  looked 
npon  with  great  pride  by  Lhe  Masonic  fraternity.  The  destmctioD  of  Presbyterian 
Uause  and  building  near  by  followed. 

People  began  to  realise  that  the  fire  was  going  to  be  one  of  huge  proportions  ; 
honsehold  goods  were  hastily  packed  and  taken  to  places  which  were  thought  to 
be  safe,  ench  as  the  Church  of  England  Cathedral,  tbe  Qower  Street  Methodist 
Church,  and  the  St.  Patrick's  Hall.  Soon  flying  pieces  of  shingle  and  light  wood 
were  scattered  over  the  city,  and  in  less  than  two  hours  fires  had  started  in  several 
places.  Scotland  Bow,  on  Chorch  Hill,  was  on  fire  before  the  Masonic  Temple  bad 
caught,  and  a  building  inside  of  Chain  Bock  was  burnt  down  before  the  firo 
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rebched  Water  Street.  The  Court  Hodbo  and  W.  Campbell's  sapply  store  caogfat 
■imnttaiieoaBl}',  and  before  Gower  Street  Chnroh  wm  on  fire.  Standing  new  ths 
Sjnod  HhU  one  oonld  see  a  inasB  of  flRmeB  mshinji  doini  Loofg'B  Sill  ftnd  acitaa 
tbe  road  from  the  Fire  Hall,  licking  ap  the  brick  buildings  in.  front  of  Tictaria 
Hall  aa  though  they  were  chips.  A  few  firomeD,  vith  a  short  hoee,  llironKh.  irhid> 
feebly  filtered  a  Bieall  stream  of  vrater,  endeavpared  to  pnt  oat  a  spark  of  fiie 
which  fell  on  the  building  north  of  Mr.  Mariott's  house ;  preaentl^  it  wva  seen 
that  the  Clergy  Honae  adjoioing  Bishop  Jones's  residence  was  on  6to,  and  then  the 
roof  of  the  Synod  Hall  caught.  A  ladder  and  some  water  would  hftve  B»Ted  tbeH 
buildings,  but  there  was  none  at  hand,  and  the  chief  of  the  Unnioipal  Oonceil 
stood  and  gased  in  a  helpless  manner  at  the  empty  hose  and  the  bumiDg  buililing*- 

The  fire  had  now  reached  that  noble  edifice  the  Church  of  England  Cathedral,  • 
work  of  art,  of  Gothic  design,  by  Sir  Gilbert  Scott.  Although  not  qnito  complete, 
it  was  the  pride  of  the  city.  It  had  been  erected  at  a  coat  of  about  $500,000,  tba 
transepts  and  chancel  having  been  lately  added  to  the  nare,  which  latter  had  ben 
built  forty  jears  prerioualy.  Alaa,  it  now  lies  a  magnific«Dt  rain.  Witli  tbe 
onward  aweep  of  the  fire,  the  heat  anJ  the  wind  increased.  Sweeping  down  orer 
Guwer  and  Duckworth  Street,  the  brick  and  stone  botldings,  warehouses,  elores, 
Lalla,  public  buildings,  and  houses  on  Water  Street  feU  before  the  flames  as 
speedily  as  did  the  wooden  buildings  higher  up.    The  Union  Bank  had  a  narrow 
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escnpe,  due  no  doubt  to  the  fact  that  it  was  protected  in  tbe  fr«nt  by  the  large 
poplar  trees  standing  in  the  Cathedral  grounds. 

By  8  o'clock  the  fire  had  reached  Water  Street,  and  Hessra.  Harrey  aud  Co.i 
premises,  Campbell's,  Job  Bros,  and  Co. 'a,  were  on  fire  in  the  east,  and  the  Coart 
House  to  the  west  of  Market  Hocse  Hill,  People  on  the  upper  leveU  were  t*^ 
hurrying  away  with  their  household  goods,  those  who  could  employing  teams  wi 
paying  exorbitant  prices  for  their  blre.  Many  deposited  their  bolnngings  in  tba 
streeta,  only  to  be  consumed  by  the  relentless  flames,  or  stolen  from  them.  i> 
tbe  night  advanced,  the  fire  swept  on  from  Long's  Hill  west  down  over  Flajbonn 
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Hill  to  Beck's  Core,  where  »  rigorona  <tand  was  made,  irhioii  was  effeotaal  in 
Btopping  its  progreBB  west.  On  Flayhooae  Hill,  near  Batoa  Street,  a  TigorouB 
effort  was  made  hj  some  noble  workers,  who  formed  a  fire  break  by  tearing  down 
Dongberty'a  Forge,  tbuB  eaving  the  upper  part  of  the  town.  The  fire,  wbiab  bad 
taken  poaxesBioa  of  the  bnildings  on  Oarrison  Hill,  was  commnnioated  to  ibe 
St.  Patrick's  Hall,  and  notwithstanding  the  great  efforts  made  b;  the  Christian 
Brothers  and  others  to  saTe  this  fine  building,  it  was  soon  one  mass  of  flamee.  It 
was  then  feared  that  tba  fire  wonld  spread  to  theOosTentand  bnildingB  on  MilitaiT 
Boad,  and  a  stand  was  made  to  save  the  houses  on  the  north  side  of  Queen's  Boad. 
All  on  the  sonth  side  were  in  flames,  hut  the  stone  cbapel  belonging  to  the 
Cougregationalists  stood  intaut.  It  wae  here  that  great  want  of  tact  was  displayed 
hy  those  in  cborge  of  the  fire  department.  A  hose  which  was  engaged  in  plajing 
on  some  wooden  bnildings  further  to  the  eastward,  and  which  could  not  poseibly 
do  anj  Berrice  at  the  time,  sfaonld  hare  been  employed  in  wetting  the  side  of  the 
Cont^gatiooal  Chnrch.  Had  Bnch  been  done,  this  bnilding,  the  one  opposite, 
and  in  all  probabilitj  the  booses  of  Ur.  Greene  and  of  Maxse  Terrace,  wonld  have 
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been  saved.  The  fire  which  had  swept  down  Gower,  Dnckworth.  and  Water 
Streets,  crept  slowly  tip  Prescott  Street',  and  at  the  top  of  King's  Boad  a  great 
effort  was  made  to  save  the  Eastern  Fire  Hall,  which  was  saccesafal.  Had  this 
taken  fire  all  the  bnildings  on  Military  Road  would  have  been  destroyed.  Another 
danger  menaced  Military  Road  in  the  presence  of  a  stable  to  the  Bouth>east  of  the 
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Brill  Sheil.  which  could  DOt  be  retiohed  bf  the  hose.  On  Lhia  bnildinf  for  otct 
bftlf-aa-hoDr  three  of  the  members  of  the  force  worked  right  valiaotlj,  being 
supplied  with  water  bj-  a  body  of  citizens,  who  Tied  with  each  other  in  carrying 
buckets.  It  was  here  that  Constable  Manning  fell,  injnring  himself  somewbaL 
Owing  to  the  eiertions  of  these  policemen  and  citizens,  the  Sfilitary  Boftd 
Buildings,  the  Methodist  School  on  Garew  Street,  and  the  Charch  of  Bngland 
Acaderny  Bnildings  were  saved. 

The  fire  had  new  reached  Coohrane  Street,  and  it  was  hopred.  th»t  the  upper 
portion  of  this  fine  street  might  be  saved.  A  few  lengths  of  hoao  were  obtaimd, 
bat  not  aafficient  to  reach  the  burning  houses,  and  the  water  snpply  wns  not  irhat  it 
ought  to  have  been.  Several  attempts  were  made  to  pull  down  baildingfs,  bat  m 
they  were  suppled  with  very  stannch  cbimneys,  the  eCTorts  proved  fatile  until  the 
fire  had  reached  next  door  to  tbe  Hon.  G.  T.  Kendeira  residence.  The  hoase  to 
southward  was  partially  torn  down  whilst  on  fire,  saving  Mr.  Rendell'e,  the  only 
house  now  standing  on  the  east  side  of  Cochrane  Street. 

About  two  o'clock,  the  fire  had  reached  tbe  buildings  west  of  Devon  Bow^.     The 
waterside  premises,  stores,  warehouses,  wharves,  &o..  from  fiowring's  to    Ifnrray's 
were  a  mass  of  ruins.    Pitts'  Tobacco  and  Soap  Factory  was  in  flames,  and  it  waa 
feared  that  Devon  Eow  would  go,  but  a  vigorous  effort  on  the  part  of  its  residects 
saved  it,  and  the  destroying  element  swept  past,  consuming  the  stores  of  S'on.  A. 
M.  McKay,  The  Tannery,  Messrs  John  Woods  cfe  Son's  premises,  Hnrvey*8  Tobacco 
Factory  and  Bakery,  the  Coastal  Company's  Wharf  and  Stores,  a  portion  of  Hoylcs 
Town,  including  the  Convent  School,  and  the  buildings  on  Signal  Ilill.  inclndin^  the 
Bavarian  Brewery,  Lindberg's,  W.  Cnnning's,  and  the  American  Consul's  residences. 
The  preservation  of  that  part  of  Hoyles  Town  adjoining  the  Railway  Depdt  is  doe 
to  the  hard  work  done  by  Manager  Noble,  of  the  Railway  Company,  and  his  men, 
who  successfully  fought  the  sparks  and  flames.    The  St.  George's  Barracks,  which 
wasnaed  as  a  fever  and  diphtheria  hospital,  and  several  buildings  on  the  crest  of  the 
hill  had  taken  fire,  and  were  destroyed  early  in  the  evening.     Several    -vessels 
lying  at  the  whsrves  bad  narrow  escapes.    The  Nelly,  Ethel,  and  Pri'tico  Le  Soo 
moved  into  the  stream,  and  their  rigging  and  sails  canghtfire  several  timee-     The 
steiinicv  Sharpgkooter,  brig  Povre,  tbe  coal  hulk  Swntrest,  and  a  number  of  small 
boats  were  burned. 

AlKint  5.30  a.m.  of  the  ninth  the  fire  had  completed  its  work  of  dcstrnction ; 
fully  three-fourths  ofthe  city  ley  in  ruins.  S20,000,000woith  of  property  had  been 
destroyed,  only  covered  by  an  insurance  of  ^,800,000.'  Nearly  eleven  thousand 
people  were  homeless,  some  two  thousand  houses  and  stores  had  been  destroyed, 
and  thu    following  public    buildings:    Church   of  England  Cathedral,  Kectory, 


Liverpool,  Lonilon,  and  Globe 
Phtcniz,  Jjjndon    -        -        - 
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Clerg}'  Honse,  Synod  HttU,  Orphanage  and  Snnday  School  Honee ;  Gower  Street 
Hetfaodiat  Chnrob,  FarBonage,  College  Hall,  School  and  Home ;  Presby  terian  Ohnroh 
(St.  Ajidrew'a},  Manse  and  School  Honae  ;  the  Congregational  Cbapel,  Qneens  Boad ; 
Colonial  ftnd  Continental  Chnrch  Sooiety'B  School  and  Dwelling  j  the  Old  factoTy  ; 
the  following  pablic  balls;  St.  Patrick's,  AtbentEiniQ  (inolnding  the  offices  of  the 
SaringB  Bank,  Snrreyor-Genoral,  Govomiuent  Engineer,  and  Fisheries  Com- 
miBsion),  Star  of  the  Sea,  Masonic,  Yictoria,  Total  Abstinenoe,  TeroperanRe, 
Uecbanics  and  British,  Commercial  Bank,  Oity  and  Academia  Clab  Bonses, 
Tfimple  Billiard  Room,  Court  Honse  and  Gastom  House ;  St.  John's  Laundry ; 
Hotels :  Atlantic,  Waverly,  Central,  and  Qord<in{  City  Skating  Bink;  Factories  ; 
Harvey's  Bakery  and  Tobacco,  Pitts'  Toboooo  and  Soap,  Terra  Nova  Boiler  Works, 
Iiindberg's  Brewery,  Boot  and  Shoe  Company's  Tannery ;  Printing  Offices ; 
MeTold,  Timet,  Qazelie,  Advocate,  Telegram,  Coloniri,  and  Bowden  and  Sons  j  every 
lawyer's  office ;  all  the  offices  and  residences  of  the  principal  physicians ;  the 
druggist  chops  of  McMnrdo  &  Co.,  J.  T.  O'Maro,  Karaaagh,  and  Hatton ;  the 
8.P.G.  Depdt,  and  principal  stationers'  shops  ;  the  business  premises  and  wharres 
Ax>m  Bowring's  hardware  phop  to  Chain  Bock,  including  Bowring  Bros.'  dry  goods 
shop  and  eaBt«m  store,  J.  St  W.  Pitts,  Goodfellow  &  Co.,  Ayre  and  Sons, 
O.  Knowling,  Prowse  and  Sons,  S,  Baird,  Baine  Johnston  &  Co.,  Clift  Wood  & 
Co.,  S.  Woods,  W.  Frew,  Thorbum  and  Tessier,  West  and  B^ndell,  Marshall  and 
Bodger,  T.  J.  Bdens,  W.  Campbell  &  Co.,  J.  H.  Martin  A  Oo.,  Job  Bros.  &  Co., 
Sothwell  and  Bowring,  Hearn  ft  Co.,  J.  Ststt,  Harvey,  &  Co.,  Gleesoa,  S.  March 
and  Sons,  W.  P.  Walsh,  W.  and  G.  Rendell,  Shea  &  Co.,  H.  J.  Stabb,  J.  Murray, 
J.  Woods  and  Son,  and  A.  J.  Harvey,  were  among  the  principal  ones  burnt. 

The  boundaries  of  the  bnrnb  district  may  be  thus  particularly  described :  from 
Beck's  Cove,  up  Beck's  Hill,  along  Bates  Street  to  New  Gower,  west  along  New 
Oower,  up  Carter's  Hill  to  corner  of  Wickford  Street,  tbenc«  west  to  bock  of 
honees  on  east  side  of  Good  View  Street,  thenoe  north  to  Oabot  Street,  thence  up 
Carter's  Hill  to  Lo-Marohant  Boad,  and  on  to  Freshwater  Bead,  tbence  east  along 
Freshwater  Road  and  down  Harvey  Street  to  Boman  Catholic  Cathedral.  Down 
Garrison  Hill  and  along  Military  Road,  thence  along  Queen's  Boad,  south  to  Fire 
Hall,  thence  siinth  of  Church  of  England  Academy,  and  east  along  Bond  Street. 
Up  Cochrane  Street  and  along  Military  Road  to  Kiug's  Bridge  Road,  thence  south 
down  Ordnance  Square  to  Temperance  Hill,  up  Signal  Hill  Boad  (the  fire 
destroying  many  detached  houaea  in  the  neighbourhood),  thence  west  along  Water 
Street,  including  all  the  waterside  promises. 

The  loss  of  life  was  comparatively  small.  It  is  known  that  Ellen  Molloy, 
Mrs.  St«TenB,  danghter  and  servant  were  burnt.  All  the  shipping  at  the  wharves 
had  to  make  for  the  stream,  and  there  anchor  out  of  reach  of  the  flames,  and  all 
the  wharves,  in  many  instances  with  valuable  contents,  were  destroyed.  All 
throngh  the  long  night  the  crowds  continued  passing  and  repassiiig,  those  who  had 
friends  gladly  availing  themselves  of  the  welcome  shelter  of  their  houses,  while 
those  who  had  no  better  places,  settled  themselvt^s  with  their  belougings  in 
Bannermon  Park,  the  Boman  Catholic  Cathedral  grounds,  and  even  by  the  road 
sides  waiting  for  day  to  break.  Few  there  were  who  closed  their  eyes  in  sleep 
that  night — the  homeless  too  heartsick  and  weary  to  seek  relief  in  sliimber, 
while  those  more  fortnnnte  fonnd  themselves  burdened  with  relatives  and  friends, 
or  gave  way  to  the  natural  excitement  engendered  by  such  an  occasion,  and 
wandered  aimlessly  from  place  to  place  fascinated  by  a  scene  at  once  magnificent 
and  awe  inspiring.  The  misery  of  that  awfnl  night  will  long  be  borne  in  the 
memories  of  the  witnesses,  and  the  scenes  of  utter  dtsolation  and  hopeless  ruin 
which  became  evident  at  every  step  were  sufficient  to  nnman  the  strongest  nerves. 
When  morning  broke  the  thick  clouds  of  smoke  still  ascended  from  the  burning 
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rains:  and  it  was  honrs  before  it  had  cleared  Baffioientl;  to  admit  of  a  view  of  the 
track  or  the  desolatiDg  scoarge. 

A  walk  throngh  the  deserted  streets  demonstrated  that  the  mia  was  even  more 
complete  than  aeomed  poesible  at  first.  Of  the  whole  easterly  section  searcel;  a 
bnildinft  remained.  In  the  eitreme  north-east  a  small  aeation  of  Hoylestoim  was 
standing  protected  b;  masaiTe  Devon  Bow,  bnt  the  remainder  of  St.  John's  east 
hod  vaniahed.  Of  the  imm.ense  shops  and  stores  which  displayed  such  varied 
merchandise  and  valnable  stocks  gathered  from  all  parts  of  the  known  world  ;  of 
the  happ;  homes  of  artisans  and  middle  classes,  where  contentment  and  prosperity 
went  hand  in  hand ;  of  the  comfortable  hoaaes  where  the  labouring  man  sought  ren 
and  refreshment ;  and  of  the  costly  and  imposing  strnctores  and  public  buildings 
which  were  the  pride  and  glory  of  our  people,  scarcely  a  vestige  remained  ;  and 
St.  John's  lay  in  the  morning  sun  as  a  city  despoiled  of  her  beauty  and  ohoicost 
ornaments,  presenting  a  picture  of  ntier  desolation  and  woe.  Bnt  hnugry  months 
were  to  be  fed  ;  honseless  people  provided  with  shelter,  and  with  the  advent  of  the 
morning  the  work  commenced.  Temporary  shelters  were  erected  in  Bannermon 
Park,  and  substantial  provisioDB  provided. 

The  temporary  telegraph  offices  enabled  us  to  communicate  the  details  to  the 
outside  world,  and  on  Saturday  tLe  first  offers  of  relief  came  pouring  in.     To 


Fr^Jn  a  photograph. 

Halifax  belongs  the  glory  of  first  aaaiating  us,  and  that  evening  H. M.S.  JBlahe  started 
from  there  with  a  large  stock  of  provisions  and  tents.  The  Ulvnda  left  aljont  tbe  same 
time,  and  the  Forlia  fallowed  her  on  Monday.  Subsequently  the  s.s,  .Havana,  with 
a  full  cargo  of  relief  stores,  arrived  f^om  Halifax,  followed  by  the  Dominion  steamer 
Newfleld  with  a  contribution  of  £10,000  worth  from  the  Dominion  Government,  and 
tbe  s.s.  l^ewfoundlani  from  Montreal,  with  a  cargo  of  relief  stores.  Besides  the 
large  amount  collected  for  the  relief  of  the  city  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  Dominion,  the  Ontario  Qovernment  voted  $10,000  towards  our  needs,  and 
the  Dominion  Government  S20,000.     We  cannot  too  highly  extol  the  magnificent 

spirit  of  charity  which  pervaded  our  fellow  subjects  in  the  Dominion 

All  honoiu'  to  the  uoble-hcarted  and  generous  people  of  the  Dominion,  and  may 
thoy  never  meet  anch  a  dire  calamity  as  we  have  phased  through.  From  Great 
Britain  generous  donations  poured  in,  and  by  the  influence  of  onr  Gtovemor. 
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Sir  T.  N.  O'Brien,  K.C.M.O.,  and  Lady  O'Brien  were  in  England, 
enjoying  a  brief  holiday ;  the  moment  they  heard  of  the  great  calamity 
they  at  once  cancelled  all  their  engagements,  nnd  during  the  remainder 
of  their  stay  at  home  devoted  themselves  to  the  relief  of  the  sufferera. 
By  their  personal  influence  and  untiring  zeal  in  the  cause  of  the 
diatreased,  very  large  and  generous  donations  were  sent  from  England, 
both  in  money,  clothes,  and  materials ;  all  these  Lady  O'Brien,  with  a 
committee  of  ladies  in  St  John's,  afterwards  dispensed  to  the  fire 
sufferers;  only  those  who  have  been  concerned  in  such  work  of  relief 
can  realise  the  time,  the  trouble,  the  worry  and  anxiety  involved  in 
such  labours.  In  his  exertions  on  behalf  of  the  Colony  Sir  Terence 
was  ably  assisted  by  the  Newfoundland  colonies  in  London  and  Liverpool, 
also  by  Sir  J.  S.  Winter,  the  Honour- 
able A.  W,  Harvey,  tmd  afterwards  by 
Bishop  Jones,  A  Mansion  House  fund 
was  started,  which  reached  £20,000 
sterling.  From  the  United  States 
many  contributions  were  received, 
notably  the  gift  from  Boston,  raised 
principally  among  our  fellow-country- 
men there  by  the  zeal  and  enei^  of 
two  warm-hearted  Newfoundlanders, 
Messra  Taylor  and  Whittle. 

On  the  12th  July  a  Belief  Com- 
mittee was  a]  I  pointed  by  Hia  Ex- 
cellency the  Administrator  of  the 
GoverDment,  the  Hon.  Sir  F.  B,  1'. 
Caiter.  K.C.M.G.,  consisting  of  the 
following  gentlemen:  —  Hon.  Judge 
Little,  President  ;  Honbles.  Sir  W. 
V.  Whiteway,  H.  J.  B.  Woods,  K  P.  Morris,  J.  8.  Pitts,  E.  D.  Shea, 
0.  T.  Rendell;  J.  J.  Rogerson,  Sir  R  Thorbum,  J.  Outerbridge, 
H.  C.  BureheU,  Thomae  MitcheU,  J.  R.  McCowan,  W.  P.  Walsh, 
A.  Marshall,  0.  Tessier,  Col.  Fawcett ;  J.  B.  Sclater,  Secretary,  and 
Alfred  Pike,  Clerk. 

The  moat  important  event  in  the  year  1893  was  the  general  election 
in  November.  Both  sides  entered  into  the  contest  with  the  greatest 
enthusiasm ;  the  utmost  vigour  and  energy  was  displayed  in  the  contest ; 
it  wag  the  most  stubbomly-contested  party  fight  in  our  annals.  Both 
the  Whiteway  party  and  the  Opposition  everywhere  had  good  candidates, 
the  Conservatives  being  largely  composed  of  the  mercantile  party,  with 
I    p.  3719.  h  L 
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a  powerful  wing  of  the  Catljolic  or  old  Libeml  Party.  The  contest  was 
80  keen,  the  chances  appenred  so  evenly  balanced,  especially  in  St.  John's, 
that  DO  one,  under  the  Ballot  Act, 
could  foretell  the  result.  Mr.  Monroe, 
one  of  the  ablest  politicians  in  the 
island,  conducted  his  own  election 
the  west  end  of  St.  John's  with 
imense  spirit,  leaving  no  stone 
unturned  to  gain  his  seat ;  Mr.  Walter 
Baine  Grieve  made  an  equally  de- 
termined light  agaiu'^t  Sir  William 
and  the  Hon,  R.  Bond  in  Trinity. 
The  merchants  U8?d  their  influence 
to  the  full,  and  the  Whiteway  party 
employed  the  machinery  of  Goven- 
ment  to  the  very  utmost  extent; 
both  sides  were  sure  of  victory, 
unr  o'BEiBN  '^'^^  "''^   leaven  of  prejudice  against 

Bg  s  B.  Panoiu  ^^^  mercantile  monopolists  of  a  for- 

mer time  has  still  immense  influence 
in  the  Colony ;  antagonism  between  capital  and  labour  shows  in  a 
very  pronounced  degree  under  the  Ballot  Act.  This  feeling,  and  the 
unlimited  use  of  the  machinery  of  Government,  gained  the  day  for 
the  Whiteway  party. 

The  prejudice  against  the  merchants,  however  reasonable  and  natural 
in  olden  times,  should  not  exist  now ;  employers  and  employed  are 
mutually  dependent  on  each  other.  We  have  seen  the  efteet  of  the 
withdrawal  of  large  mercantile  houses  from  the  outports.  No  one  has 
filled  their  plnees;  their  beneficial  influence  in  giving  labour  and  em- 
ployment to  the  people  has  been  entirely  lost. 

It  should  always  be  remembered  that  a  fishery  business  hke  ours  is 
a  most  piecnrious  enterprise ;  it  is  exposed  to  a  thousand  accidents, 
from  the  dangers  and  perils  of  the  sea,  from  the  chances  and  changes 
of  a  variable  climate,  quite  a-part  froTn  the  risks  of  markets  abroad. 
Whatever  great  fortunes  were  made  in  the  old  duys,  they  are  not  gained 
now ;  occasional  large  profits  are  a  necessity  in  such  an  exceedingly 
risky  busiiieaa  The  men  who  stir  up  strife  between  capital  and  labour 
in  the  Colony  are  no  true  friends  of  Newfoundland  ;  what  we  reqnii^ 
is  more  money  introduced  into  the  Colony,  more  patriotism  and  \<^ 
politics. 
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The  election  campaign  of  1893  was  marked  by  a  remarkable  out- 
burst of  personal  abuse  ;  both  the  politic&l  parties  viotl  with  each  other 
in  keeping  up  this  indecent  carnival  of  scurrility.    There  was  not  even 
a  stray  gleam  of  coarse  humour   to   palliate  the 
nauseous  dose ;  the  one  and  only  comic  element  in 
the  campaign  literature  of  18!)3  was  the  political 
manifesto   of    Mr.    Muiiay,   who   posed   as   "the 
fisherman's  friend." 

The  year  1893  was  saddened  by  the  untimely 
deaths  of  Sir  R.  J.  Pinsent,  D.C.L.,  on  April  28th, 
and  the  Most  Rev,  Dr.  T.  J.  Power,  Roman  Catholic 
Bishop  of  St  John's,  on  December  4th.  Sit  Robert 
was  a  native  that  any  Colony  might  be  proud  of ; 
he  was  not  only  an  able  lawyer  and  a  distinguished 

judge,  he  took  a  deep   interest  in  all  that  con-       hk  b.  i.  FuiEitT.  ».cl. 
cemed  the  welfare  of  the  Colony,  and  was  active  a,  s.  s.  Partomt. 

in  every  good  work  to  promote  the  best  interests 

of  his  native  land  ;  bis  mild,  amiable  character  and  his  polished  courtesy 

made  many  friends  ;  few  men  in  the  Colony  were  more  beloved,  few 

who  are  more  missed.     His  clear  intellect,  his  untiring  industry,  and 

his  intense  love  of  hi»  profession,  combined   to  make  a  lawyer  who 

would  have  been  au  ornament  to  the  Bench  and  the  Bar  of  any  portion 

of  Her  Majesty's  dominions.      Sir  Robert's  courtesy  und  kindness  to 

the  Bar  were  proverbial     He  had  all  the  qualities  of   eu  able  judge, 

strong  in  his  law,  clear  in  the  marshalling  of  his  facts  ;  always  prompt 

in   his  decisions,  no  charge  could  ever  be  laid 

agiiinst  him  of  that   terrible  delay  which  is  a 

practical  denial  of  justice. 

The   period    between    1884    and    1894   was 
marked  by  a  number  of  negotiations  with  other 
countries.    Besides  tlie  Ford-Pennell  Conventions 
of  1884  and  1885,  and  other  questions  concerning 
the  Treaty  shore  and  the  lobsters,  we  had  the 
Wasliington  Treaty  of  1888,  in  which  England 
and  Canada  were  represented  by  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain, M.P.,  and  Sir  Cliarles  Tupper,  Newfound- 
UB  J.  L  viiTKB,  K.c.M.o.       laud  by  Sir  James  Winter,  K.C.M.G.     An  admir- 
able Reciprocity  Treaty  was  arranged  between 
the  United    States,  Canada,   and   our   Colony ;   it   was   not,  however, 
ratified.     The   United   States   treated    us    in    ratlier    a   dishonourable 
manner ;  they  obtained  the  benefit  of  a  modus  vivendi  for  two  years, 
imd  then  repudiated  the  solemn  international  engagement 
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In  1890  we  had  the  modus  vivendi  about  the  lobster  controversy 
with  France.  Two  delegations  were  sent  to  England ;  the  one  from 
the  Patriotic  Association  consisted  of  Sir  James  Winter,  P.  Scott,  and 
A.  B,  llorine,  Esqi-s.  (al^io  one  to  Canada,  composed  of  D.  Morrison, 
P.  R.  Bowers,  and  D.  J.  Greene,  Esqrs.) ;  the  other  was  the  official  dele- 
gation of  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway  and  the  Hon.  A.  W.  Harvey  {who  went 
first  to  England),  and  the  Hens.  K  Bond  and  0.  H.  Emerson,  Speaker, 
who  followed  later  on.  In  the  same  year  the  Hon,  K  Bond  was  sent  to 
Washington  to  negotiate  the  Blaine- Bond  Reciprocity  Ti-eaty,  In  1891, 
again,  a  delegation,  consisting  of  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway,  the  Speaker, 
G.  H.  Emeraon,  and  A.  B,  Morine,  with  Honbles.  A.  W.  Harvey  and 
M.  Monroe,  was  sent  by  the  Le^sbiture  to  oppose  the  French  Fisht;ty 
Treaty  Bill,  known  in  popular  pavlaoce  aa  the  "  Coeicion  Bill,"  then 
before  the  House  of  Lords.  These  were  all  very  important  questions  for 
the  Colony;  they  brought  us  a  good  deal  into  public  notice,  and  it  is 
ueisessary  for  the  due  elucidation  of  our  history  to  state  the  leading 
poiots  in  each  question.  I  will  take  first  the  abortive  Convention  with 
the  United  States,  known  as  the  Blaine-Bond  Treaty,  leaving  the 
French  Fishery  dispute  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  separate  chapter. 

According  to  the  Parliamentary  papers  laid  before  the  House  of 
Assfmbly,  the  Colonial  Secretary  went  to   Washington  with  the  con- 
currence and  at  the  request  of  Lord  Knutsford. 
[  The  terms  of  the  Convention  to  be  made  between 

Newfoundland  and  the  United  States  were  np- 
!  proved   of   by  the   Colonial   Office,  and   it  was 

I  only  after  the  whole  matter  was   definitely  ar- 

ranged that  the  Imperial  Government  intervened 
at  the  instance  of  Canada  and  refused  to  ratify 
the  Treaty.    Sir  >Iohn  A.  McDonald's  opposition 
I  to  the  arrangement,  and  his  imperious  order  to 

the  Home  Government  to  put  an  end  to  it,  was 
given  on  the  eve  of  an  election;  it  was  done  to 
B.  MOBBiioff,  M«.  secure  his  Government's  return.     For  the  English 

Government  to  act  as  election  agents  for  Canada 
seems  a  very  extraordinary  proceeding ;  our  rights  aa  an  independent 
Colony  have  been  made  entirely  subservient  to  the  [wlitical  exigencies  of 
tlie  Dominion.  Because  Canada  could  not  get  a  suitable  Reciprocity 
Treaty  with  the  United  States,  she  should  not  have  stopped  our 
Convention  with  America. 

Nothing  did  more  to  stir  up  a  hostile  feeling  tigainst  the  great 
Dominion  than  this  interference  in  our  affiiirs.  A  conference  met 
at    Halifix,    Nova    Scotia,    in    1893    to    endeavour    to    arrange    in 
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ftn  amicable  manner  matters  between  the  two  Colonies.  One  of 
our  demands  was  that  Cunada'a  opposition  to  the  Blaine-Bond  Treaty 
should  be  withdrawn.  Matters  still  remain  in  statu  quA>.  Canada 
baa  a  considerable  trade  with  Newfoundland,  but  our  Colony 
sends  very  little  produce  to  the  Dominion.  She  is  not  one  of 
our  consumers,  but  our  rival  in  the  fi^h  trade ;  our  great  market 
of  the  future  lies  in  the  United  States.  The  American  deep-sea 
fishery  is  a  decaying  industry;  the  consumption  of  salt-water  fish 
is  very  small  compared  with  Europe.  We  can  supply  the  great 
Republic  with  all  ttie  fish  she  can  consume  from  our  most  abundant 
and  extensive  cod  and  herring  fisheries.  We  have  immense  advantages 
to  ofier  the  Americans  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
own  bank  fishery ;  we  are  not  like  Canada,  rivals 
with  the  States  in  manufacturing  and  agricul- 
ture. America,  from  ite  position  and  its  immense 
population,  is  our  best  customer.  Every  West 
India  island  is  allowed  to  make  an  arrange- 
ment witli  the  Sfeites ;  why  should  we  alone 
be  forbidden  to  curry  on  our  trade  in  a  way 
which  is  most  beneficial  to  ourselves  ?  The  posi- 
tion of  the  British  Government  on  this  subject 
was  rather  undigniBed.  The  points  of  our 
case  agaiust  both  Canada  and  the  British  Go- 
venmient  were  very  clearly  set  forth  in  the 
Resolutions  proposed  in  the  House  of  Assembly  on  March  6th, 
1891,  l^  the  Hon,  F.  Bond,  Colcmial  Secretary,  and  adopted  by  that 
body. 

Any  fair-minded  person  reading  the  correspondence  on  the  intended 
Treaty  will  be  convinced,  first,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  authorised  Mr.  Bond  to  negotiate  for  the  Blaine-Bond  Con- 
vention ;  that  England  made  no  objection ;  that  the  only  opposition 
to  the  proposed  Treaty  emanated  from  Canada.  If  after  the  Colonial 
Minister  submitted  the  Convention  to  the  Dominion  Govenunent 
it  was  then  to  entirely  fall  to  the  ground,  the  Secretary  of  State 
should  have  stated  that  such  was  bis  decision  clearly  to  the  New- 
foundland Cabinet;  that  his  sending  Mr.  Bond  again  to  Washington, 
after  hearing  Canada's  objections,  could  have  only  one  meaning  and 
intention,  viz.,  that  the  Imperial  Govenunent,  notwithstanding  Canada's 
objections,  proposed  to  allow  Newfoundland  to  cany  out  the  proposed 
Convention,  and  this  is  further  proved  by  the  despatch  from  the 
Colonial  Office  to  Canada  that  the  Convention  could  not  be  indefinitely 
postponed.    Colonists  are  wont  to  rely  upon  the  honour  and  word  of  an 
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English  Minister.  If  he  waa  not  all  the  time  playing  with  Newfoand- 
land,  if  he  really  meant  serious  business,  then  the  only  obvious  meaning 
and  true  intent  of  bis  words,  the  only  construction  that  any  htxioorable 
man  can  put  upon  his  hmguage  and  action,  ia  that  he  intended  and 
determined  that  this  Colony  shotdd  be  allowed  to  make  a  Conventioa 
with  the  United  States.  In  the  n^otJations  now  going  forward  betw^e^ 
the  Oovemments  respecting  the  union  of  Newfoundland  with  the 
Dominion,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Canadian  statesmen  will  show 
themselves  liberal,  and  even  generous,  towards  the  Cc^ony,  otherwise 
they  will  make  the  path  of  the  Island  del^ates  very  thorny  and 
difficult.  Mo  terms  whatever  will  satisfy  the  opponents  of  the  New- 
foundland Government,  but  if  the  conditions  are  eminently  rea.s(«i- 
able,  all  sensible  men  in  the  Colony  who  are  now  disposed  towards 
confederation  as  the  best  available  way  out  of  our  difficulties  will  be 
satisfied. 

The  other  alternative,  making  the  Island  into  a  Crown  Colony, 
which  is  put  forward  very  earnestly  by  many  persons  and  tlie 
Opposition,  is  really  not  a  practical  solution ;  we  must  remember  that 
an  English  Cabinet  would  never  take  away  a  conatitution  from  its 
British  subjects  unless  there  was  tremendous  pressure  brought  to  bear 
in  its  favour ;  the  least  opposition  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  Colony  or  the 
Assembly  would  decide  against  it.  The  Home  Government  would  also 
object  to  administer  the  government  and  make  themselves  responsible 
for  its  finances  and  general  control  The  Crown  Colony  idea  is  obsolete 
and  impraeticable. 

The  whole  of  this  chapter  was  printed  in  189*,  and  the  book  was 
intended  to  end  with  that  year ;  owing,  however,  to  my  absence  from 
England,  final  publication  was  delayed  until  1895,  and  in  order  to  bring 
this  History  up  to  date  it  becomes  my  very  unpleasant  duty  to  com- 
ment on  the  diaaeters  and  disgrace  of  1894.  These  events  are  too  near, 
some  of  the  details  are  still  8u6  judice,  and  the  whole  circumstances  lire 
too  recent,  to  be  calmly  discussed  and  impartially  considered ;  all  the 
facts  want  to  be  brought  forward,  and  a  certain  distance  of  time  and 
space  allowed,  before  we  can  fairly  adjust  the  blame  for  all  these 
disasters  and  humiliationa  One  thing,  however,  comes  out  very 
clearly,  that  merchants  and  politicians  on  both  sides  have  helped  to 
bring  the  unfortunate  Colony  into  disrepute  by  the  fierce  rancour 
and  bitter  personal  hate  which  characterised  their  party  struggles; 
in  their  mad  desire  for  revenge  on  each  other  true  patriotism  disap- 
peared, and  the  vital  interests  of  our  unfortunate  Colony  were  entirely 
ignored- 
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The  merchants'  party  having  suffered  igDouiinious  defeat  in  the 
General  EUectioa  of  1893,  were  detenoined  to  be  revenged  on  the 
Whiteway  side,  their  avowed  object  being  to  ruin  its  leader :  for 
this  purpose  petitions  were  tiled  in  the 
Supreme  Court  under  the  Corrupt  Practices 
Act  against  aeventeen  members  of  the  ma- 
jority. The  EngHsh  opinion  that  measures 
all  political  questions  in  the  Colonies  by  its 
own  imperial  bushel  has  been  extremely 
severe  on  the  Whiteway  party,  and  laudatory 
of  their  opponents.  Persons  well  acquainted 
with  Newfoundland  politics  see  clearly  that 
there  was  no  I'eal  principle  involved,  that 
there  was  not  a  pin  to  choose  between  the 
Qoodridge  and  the  Whiteway  politicians,  that 
this  clever  political  trick  to  kill  Sir  WMliiam, 
all  the  turmoil,  disorder,  and  bad  fueling 
caused  by  these  election  petitions  and  the 
contests  they  created,  the  disgrace  and  degradation  of  the  Colony,  were 
simply  the  outcome  of  rage  and  vindictiveness. 

The  Corrupt  Practices  Act  is  a  very  severe  and  drastic  measure,  but 
standing  alone  it  is  quite  an  inadequate  remedy  for  the  rotten  method 
of  electioneering  pursued  everywhere  in  North  America.  The  spoils 
system  lies  at  the  root  of  all  political  corruption  at  contests.  It  is  only, 
therefore,  by  the  reform  of  the  Civil  Service  on  the  English  model 
that  elections  can  be  carried  out  in  a  fairly  decent  and  honourable  way. 
In  the  distribution  of  patronage  and  the  allocation  of  public  work  to 
their  supporters  the  Whiteway  party  continued  the  bad  practices  of 
■  their  predecessors,  and  the  Goodridge  party  did  much  the  same.  It  was 
acknowledged  at  the  election  trials  by  the  judges  that  the  public 
road-money  had  been  fairly  well  spent,  and  that  no  charge  of  personal 
dishonesty  could  be  brought  against  the  unseated  members. 

How  any  set  of  politicians,  aware  of  the  condition  of  the  Colonial 
finances,  and,  as  directors  of  the  banks,  cognisant  of  the  state  of  the 
trade,  could  have  ventured  on  this  wild  career  and  rushed  the  Island 
down  headlong  to  ruin,  seems  utterly  unintelligible,  except  on  the  sup- 
position quum  Dens  vult  perdere,  j>riu3  denientat.  The  real  interests 
of  the  Colony  were  never  considered 

No  one  can  deny  that  the  findings  on  the  election  petitions  were 
technically  right,  but  the  manner  and  mode  of  delivering  the  first  judg- 
ment was,  to  put  it  in  the  mildest  way,  not  judicious.  The  first  deci- 
sion, which  was  to  govern  all  the  cases,  should  certainly  have  been  the 
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act  of  the  full  Court ;  the  judgment  should  have  been  delivered  by  the 
Chief  Justice  as  the  united  act  of  the  Bench,  not  as  the  isolated  opinion 
of  the  one  judge,  who  had  only  recently  been  an  extreme  opponent  of 
the  Whiteway  party. 

Our  successive  disasters,  the  fire  of  1892,  and  the  jarring  of  the 
political  factions,  seemed  enough  to  fill  up  the  cup  of  our  woe; 
but  worse  was  in  store  for  us.  Up  to  fatal  Black  Monday,  10th  De- 
cember 1894,  Newfoundland  credit  stood  high.  Our  principal  mone- 
tary institution,  the  Union  Bank,  had  for  forty  years  maintained 
the  highest  reputation  at  home  and  abroad ;  suddenly  credit,  financial 
reputation,  confidence  in  both  mercantile  houses  and  banks,  fell  Uke 
a  house  of  cartla  For  several  days  we  were  the  most  distracted 
country  in  the  world — a  community  without  a  currency ;  the  notes  of 
the  banks  had  been  the  universal  money  of  the  Colony—  circulating  as 
freely  aa  gold  on  Saturday,  on  Monday  degraded  to  worthless  paper. 

It  would  be  too  painful  a  task  to  enumerate  all  the  causes  that 
led  to  this  terrible  financial  crisis.  The  death  of  a  commission  mer- 
chant in  London  disturbed  nearly  the  whole  monetary  affairs  of  the 
Colony.  If  his  executor  had  gone  on  accepting,  probably  the  crisis 
might  have  been  postponed  for  some  months.  The  only  excuse  that 
can  possibly  be  alleged  for  the  directors  of  the  banks,  their  large 
borrowings  and  crass  mismanagement,  was  that,  like  Micawber,  they 
were  waiting  for  "  something  to  turn  up " — some  rise  in  the  fish 
markets,  or  some  other  lucky  chance  that  would  lift  tfaem  out  of  the 
mire  of  insolvency. 

The  misery  caused  by  these  failures  of  banks  and  mercantile 
houses  was  as  disastrous,  as  widespread,  and  as  universal  within  our 
border  as  the  bursting  of  the  South  Sea  bubble  was  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  All  our  prospects  still  seem  black  and  gloomy,  and  in  mo«t 
countries  such  disastrous  events  could  have  but  one  result — irre- 
trievable ruin ;  the  prospects  of  Newfoundland,  however,  cannot  be 
judged  by  outside  standards.  Once  before,  in  1817,  she  suffered  far 
more  severely  and  rose  again ;  may  we  not,  therefore,  reasonably  hope 
that  Newfoundland  and  her  bold  and  adventurous  sons  will  once 
again  emei^  from  her  present  unhappy  condition  7  Populations  that 
live  by  the  sea  and  earn  their  bread  upon  its  treacherous  waters 
are  always  liable  to  dire  disaster ;  but  the  same  spirit  that  leads 
tliera  to  face  the  dangers  of  the  troubled  waves,  nerves  them  also 
with  a  spirit  to  rise  figain  from  calamities  that  would  for  ever  daunt 
the  courage  of  a  landsman.  One  change  was  inevitable ;  the  dishonest 
credit  system  on  which  the  business  of  the  Colony  was  transacted 
had   to   die   out;    demoralising   to   the   people   and   disastrous  to  the 
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merchant,  there  could  be  no  genuine  prosperity  whilst  this  old  truck 
system  existed;  recent  events  have  effectually  banitihed  it,  we  may  hope,  for 
ever.  Terrible  misery  will  be  caused  before  the  change  can  be  effectually 
carried  out,  but  in  the  end  it  will  be  beneficial  If  commercial  gambhng 
finally  ceases,  trade  and  finance  will  rest  on  a  firmer  and  safer  foundation. 
Not  only  must  there  be  a  new  mercantile  method  of  carrying  on  the 
fish  business,  the  old  antiquated  system  of  curing  and  handling  our 
staple  product  must  also  be  superseded  by  modem  ideas,  and  newer  and 
more  scientific  methods  adopted  both  in  preparing,  packing,  and 
transporting. 

We  must  remember  that  whilst  much  of  the  working  capital  of  the 
Colony  has  been  lost  in  recent  failures,  the  wealth-producing  power  of 
the  Island  has  not  been  seriously  impaired.  Fish  must  always  remain  one 
of  the  staple  foods  of  the  world,  but  the  products  of  the  sea,  which  have 
hitherto  been  our  chief,  we  may  almost  say  our  only  resource,  should  in 
time  be  augmented  by  the  labours  of  the  lumberman  and  the  miner. 
Newfoundland  is  still  almost  an  unexplored  country ;  her  geological  for- 
mation points  to  much  hidden  wealth,  which  we  may  fairly  hope  the 
development  and  completion  of  the  railway  will  help  to  bring  forth ;  the 
natural  result  of  speedy  and  convenient  communication  is  to  attract 
capital  and  start  new  enterprises. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  June  1897,  four  hundred  years  will 
have  rolled  away  since  John  Cabot  first  sighted  the  green  Cape  of 
Bonavista ;  four  centuries  will  have  elapsed  since  the  stem  of  the 
Matthew's  boat  grated  on  the  gravelly  shore  of  Keels,  and  since  King's 
Cove  witnessed  the  setting  up  of  the  Boyal  Ensign,  the  feudal  ceremony 
that  proclaimed  to  the  world  the  possession  of  a  new  continent  for  Eng- 
land, the  grandest  field  for  the  expansion  of  our  race.  May  we  not 
confidently  hope  that  when  the  morning  sun  shines  out  again  on  the 
anniversary  of  that  great  Baptist's  day  in  1897  evil  times  will  have 
passed,  and  our  Island,  closely  united  with  her  prosperous  younger 
sisters,  will  once  again  become  a  happy  and  contented  New-found-land  ? 
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L— Conveatioii  between  Oreat  Britus  ud  the  United  States  of  America. 


United  SUtei  fishitij;  vrsseU  CDtcriajt  the 
WBlerxofNawfouDdlaadsballbSTe  the  privilege 
of  purchaaio^  hernug,  caplin,  at^iiid,  tnd  other 
bait  flshen,  at  all  time«,  oa  the  mux;  terniB  and 
coDditionB,  uid  Bobject  to  Ibe  Mine  penaltiei. 
Id  all  ii'ipect!,  as  NewfouDdlaod  veiRcl*. 
Thej  sball  ul^o  hare  the  privilege  cif  touchiog 
and  trading,  siilhiig  fish  and  oil,  and  procur- 
ing supplies,  in  Kewfoundland,  confiirmiiig 
to  the  Harbour  Regulations,  but  without 
i»her  charge  than  the  ps^rment  of  tnch  light, 
harbour,  and  customs  duca  a*  are  or  may  be 
leTied  on  Newfomtdland  fii>luDg  veaselt. 
Articlb  II. 

Drf  codGBh,  cod  oil,  leal  oil,  teal  efcina, 
herriags,  RalmoD,  trout,  and  uilmcD  trout, 
lobsteri,  cod  roee,  touguet  and  Boundo,  tbu 
product  of  the  Hehcries  of  Newfouodlaod, 
shall  he  admitted  iuto  the  United  Sutes  fre« 
of  dutj.  Also  all  hogsheads,  barrels,  ken, 
hozcv,  or  tin  cans,  in  which  the  articles 
abore-nnmed  iball  be  carried,  ibiUl  be  ad- 
mitted free  of  duty.  It  it  understood,  how- 
ever, that  "green  eodfieb  "  are  not  included 
in  the  proviaiooi  of  this  Article. 
AUTICLB  III. 

The  officer  of  the  cuBtoou  Bt  the  port 
where  a  Trnel  laden  with  the  articleB  named 
in  Article  II.  clears,  shall  fhve  to  the  master 
of  raid  vessel  a  Bwom  ceriiteate  that  the  fish 
shipped  were  taken  in  tbe  waters  of  Ntw- 
foutidland,  which  certificate  shall  be  counter- 
signed by  the  consul  or  consular  agent  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  delivered  to  tbe 
proper  officer  of  customs  at  the  port  of 
dcstinnlion  in  the  United  Stalet. 
Aktioi.b  IV. 

When  this  Convention  shall  come  into 
operation.and  during  the  continuance  Ihereoi; 
the  duties  to  be  levied  and  collected  upon  the 
folloning  enumerated  merchandiiie  imported 
Into  the  Colony  of  Newroundland  from  the 
United  Slates  shall  not  exceed  the  following 

Flour,  3Sc.  per  brl. 
Pork,  f  1.50  per  bri. 
Bacon,  hams,  tongues,  smoked  beef,  and 

sausages,  3  1.4c,  per  Ih,,   or  (2.^0  per 

cwU 
Beef,  pig's  heads,  hocks  and  feet,  salted 

and  cured,  il.OO  per  brl. 
Indian  Meal,  2ic.  per  brl. 
I'eas,  SOc.  per  brl. 


Oatmeal,  »0c.  per  bri. 

Bran,  Indian  com,  and  rice  13  I-lc  Bd 

tWi,  in  hulk,  SOc.  per  ton. 

Kerosene  oil,  nc.  per  gal. 

And  the  following  articles  imported  into 
th«  Colony  of  (lewfouadland  Irom  the  United 
Stales  shall  be  admitted  free  of  duty:  — 

AgricDlturol  implements  and  maebineiy 
imported  hy  agricultural  societies  for 
Ibe  promotion  of  agriculture. 

Crushing  mills,  for  mining  purposes. 

Raw  cotton. 

Cum  for  the  manufacture  of  broom*. 

Gas  engines,  when  protected  by  patent. 

Ploughs  and  harrows. 

Heaping,  raking,  ploughing,  potato  dig- 
ging, and  seed'Sowing  machines  lo  be 
used  in  this  Colony. 

Printing  ptessea  and  printing  types. 
ABTici.t:  V. 

It  is  understood  tliat  if  Buy  reduction  ii 
made  by  the  Colony  of  tiewfoundiaed,  >l 
an;  time  during  the  term  of  this  ConTentioD, 
in  the  rates  of  duty  on  the  articles  named  >a 
Article  IV.  of  this  Convention,  the  said 
reduction  shall  apply  to  the  United  Stales. 
Abticlh  VI. 

The  preaont  Cunreuiloa  ahall  take  eflet* 
as  soon  aa  tbe  hiwa  required  to  earry  it  inia 
operation  shall  bare  beeo  jiassed  by  tb* 
Congress  of  the  United  States  on  the  coa 
hand,  and  the  Imperial  Parliament  of  Gnat 
Britain  and  the  Provincial  Legislature  of 
Newfoundland  on  the  other.  Such  aiwnl 
havii>g  been  giv«i,  the  Conveniion  shall 
remain  in  force  for  five  years  from  the  dite 
at  which  it  may  come  into  operation,  and 
further  until  the  expiration  of  twelve  month* 
after  ei'ber  of  the  high  contracting  partit* 
shall  give  nolice  to  the  Olhet  of  its  wiJi  to 
terminate  the  same ;  each  of  the  hiph  cf'D- 
trading  parlies  being  at  liberty  lO)[iveiiKli 
notice  to  the  other  at  tbe  end  of  the  said  Icm 
of  five  years,  or  at  any  time  afterwords. 
Abujle  Vir. 

This  Convention  shall  be  duly  ratified  b/ 
the  Presiiient  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  and  with  tbe  advice  and  eon- 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

THE  PRESENT  POSITION   OF  THE  FRENCH  FISHERY 
QUESTION. 

The  French  Goveroment  were  very  iadignant  over  the  failure  of 
the  Ford-Pennell  Conventions  of  1884  and  18S5.  M.  De  Freycinet 
immediately  afterward'^  gave  instructions  "  to  seize  and  cnnfiscate 
"  all  instruments  of  fishing  belonging  to  foreigners,  resident  or  other- 
"  wise,  who  shall  fish  on  that  part  of  the  coast  which  is  reserved  for 
"  our  use."  As  Lord  Rosebery  pointed  out  to  M.  Waddington,  these 
instructions  were  a  direct  infringement  of  the  Treaty ;  they  ignored  the 
sovereign  riglits  of  Great  Britaia  which  the  French  Government  solemnly 
undertook  by  the  Treaties  never  to  question  or  dispute.  Incensed,  how- 
ever, aa  the  French  were  by  the  failure  of  the  one-sided  Convention,  they 
were  still  more  enrage<l  by  the  passing  of  the  Bait  &.<:i ;  they  reedised  far 
moi-e  fully  than  we  did,  that  the  Colony  had  by  this  measure  obtained 
an  immense  advantage  in  maintaining  (he  struggle  against  French 
aggression.  Whether  we  actively  use  this  formidable  weapon,  or 
hold  it  in  resei*ve,  it  will  always  have  great  influence  in  this  vexed 
question. 

In  1888,  after  the  Bait  Act  had  been  successfully  put  in  opemtion  for 
tie  first  season,  tlie  Fi'ench  retaliated  upon  us  by  stopping  Messrs.  Murphy 
&  Andrew's  lobster  factory,  and  by  erecting  a  French  canning  business  in 
the  same  lomlity.  Two  years  before,  in  18S6,  Commander  Browne,  of 
1I.M.S.  Mallard,  reported  the  existence  of  a  French  lobster  factory  at 
Port-aux-Choix,  worked  hy  a  Captain  Damerou,  a  substantially-built 
structure,  roofed  with  corrugated  iron.  The  French  admitted  that  this 
erection  was  contrary  to  the  Treaty,  and  when  the  French  commodore 
arrived  in  the  Dvac,  he  ordered  it  to  be  removed.  This  was  all  a  trick,  for 
the  captain  of  the  French  man-of-warschoonerPer^,  which  came  into  port 
juBt  after,  allowed  the  factory  to  go  on  again,  and  later  on  a  whole  cnrgo 
of  lumber   was  permitted   to  be  imported   in   (he   French   brigantine 
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Tombola  to  complete  the  buUdingB.  The  French  cod  fialicry  was  failing, 
acd  ingenious  traders  from  St^  Pierre  thought  it  would  be  a  dever 
stroke  to  carry  on  this  busiaeHS,  of  course  in  defiance  of  law.  The 
French  knew  what  all  this  would  lead  to;  they  calculated  that  the 
British  Goveroment  would  not  firmly  oppose  their  lobeter  factories,  sod 
if  all  came  to  the  worst  they  would  compromise  the  matter  and  allow 
English  lobster  factoriee  to  be  erected  in  return  for  the  penuissioD  to 
legalise  the  erection  of  IVench  factories.  The  final  result  was  tte  Modus 
Vivendi. 


Frnm  BltuA  and  WAili. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  in  this  lobster  question  the  French,  by 
tlieir  own  admission,  are  entirely  in  the  wrong.  They  solemnly  pro- 
mised to  remove  the  French  factories  as  illegal ;  no  reasonable  man 
could  for  a  moment  argue  that  temporary  stages  mode  of  boards  and 
scaffDldij,  or  fiakes  for  drying  fish,  would  include  a  substantial  building 
roofed  with  corrugated  iron,  containing  a  solidly-built  boiler  witb  » 
brick  foundation.  The  wliole  proceeding  on  the  part  of  our  clever 
opponents  was  part  of  a  well-arranged  scheme.  English  lobster  factories 
have  been  long  established  on  the  coast,  and  we  have  the  emphatic 
testimony  of  the  English  naval  authorities  that  they  in  no  way 
interfered  with  the  French  fishery.  The  whole  histoiy  of  this  fishery 
is  given  in  an  excellent  and  most  impa-tial  report*  by  Captain  Campbell, 

■  Sre  Captain  Campbell'i  Report,  iniip,  &c.,  in  the  Appendix  to  tbii  cbiptcr, 
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of  H.M.S.  Lily.  The  complaiot  of  France  against  our  fishermen 
ftiid  lobster  catchera  on  the  Weet  Coast  is  purely  factious.  The 
French  captain,  Landgrea,  and  the  other  two  French  traders,  admitted 
to  Captain  Campbell  tliat  they  had  really  no  complaint  whatever  to  make 
against  English  fishermen,  hut  were  requested  by  their  naval  officers  to 
make  one,  and  it  was  ante-dated  twenty  days.  It  would  be  possible  to 
multiply  iDstances  of  the  bad  faith  and  dishonesty  of  French  ofiicials 
on  this  question  by  the  score,  if  necessary  -  it  is,  and  always  has  been, 
their  policy  to  keep  up  this  fishery  question  as  a  sore  to  iriitate  and 
annoy  England.  Unfortunately  all  English  Governments  huve  been 
too  conciliatory  with  France ;  they  put  up  with  flagrant  violation  of 
interuational  laws  aud  courtesies,  which  Germany  would  not  tolernte 
for  a  moment. 

In  lihe  course  of  the  discussion  between  Lord  Salisbury  and 
M.  Waddington  about  the  lobster  question,  there  were  two  very 
interesting  letters  in  which  the  ancient  history  of  the  dispute  between 
Fngland  and  France  was  very  fully  discussed.  In  the  Frencli  letter 
oxurs  this  remarkable  passage : — 

"  France  preserved  the  exclusive  right  of  fishing  ehe  always  had.  The  right 
of  France  to  the  cuaat  of  Newfoundland  reserved  to  her  fishermen  is  only  a  pari  of 
her  ancient  sovereignty  over  the  island  which  she  retained  in  ceding  the  soil  to 
England,  and  which  she  has  never  weakened  or  alienated." 

This  bold  statement  of  French  claims  was  evidently  made  by  Eiome 
smart  official  of  the  Quai  D'Orsay,  who  had  been  reading  his  Mirabeau 
to  advantage,  and  remembered  the  motto,  "  iaitrface,  Vaudace,  toujovrs 
I'audace  " ;  a  more  audacious  perversion  of  history  wns  never  before  put 
on  paper  even  by  a  French  official.  Iiord  Salisbury  proceeds  elaborately 
to  controvert  this  extraordinary  travesty  of  facta  Our  case  was  very 
fairly  got  up  by  the  Foreign  and  Colonial  Offices  with  the  slender 
historical  details  at  their  command ;  but  it  is  not  absolutely  correct,  and 
it  does  not  make  out  nearly  so  strong  an  argument  on  our  side  as  can 
be  obtained  from  authentic  records. 

The  ancient  possession  and  sovereignty  of  England  over  this  Island 
dates  back  to  its  discovery.  It  is  proved  by  continuous  evidence  of 
dominion,  the  making  of  laws,  granting  of  charters,  and  the  enforcement 
of  taxation  on  foreigners.  Lord  Salisbury  only  refers  to  the  dues 
obtained  by  Sir  David  Eirke  from  the  French,  against  which  the  French 
Ambassador  complained;  but  the  exaction  of  taxes  from  Frenchmen 
and  all  other  foreigners  by  the  Cromwellian  Governors  is  much  more  to 
the  point.  Eirke,  it  might  be  said,  and  truly,  was  only  the  manager 
of  a  trading  company.     Treworgie,  Governor  under  the  Commonwealth, 
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had  a  formal  commission  from  the  Home  Qovemment  in  which  he  was 
specially  required  to  exact  the  taxes  from  foreigners.  The  only  break 
in  the  English  Rovereignty  occnrred  when  Charles  II.  allowed  the 
French  to  occupy  Placentia  and  to  oust  the  English  settlers  who  were 
then  in  possession  there.  Under  that  most  fraudulent  concession  our 
opponents  never  permanently  occupied  any  part  of  the  Island  outside 
Placentia  and,  possibly,  St.  Pierre  and  Trepassey,  There  is  clear 
evidence  that  whilst  they  carried  on  very  extensive  fishing  operatioos 
on  the  South  and  South-West  Coast,  atid  at  Petit  Nord,  nowhere  did 
they  reside  on  the  coast  all  the  year  round,  except  at  Placentia,  &c. 
Even  at  Placentia  the  French  attempt  at  colonisation  was  a  complete 
failure.  The  English  population,  natives  of  the  soil,  spread  themselves 
all  over  the  East  and  North-Eaat  Coast.  Even  as  early  as  1698  they 
had  sent  out  offshoots  from  the  considerable  settlement  of  Bonavista, 
and  by  1738  we  have  official  records  of  an  English  resident  population 
at  Twillingate  and  Fogo. 

However,  it  is  happily  not  necessary  to  further  discuss  this  question 
of  English  occupation  and  sovereignty  ;  it  is  purely  academic ;  all  the 
rights  of  France  in  this  Colony  were  definitely  and  finally  surrendered 
and  completely  extinguished  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  in  1713.  The 
English  negotiators  were  very  careless  about  our  fishery  rights,  but  they 
were  exceedingly  careful  and  tenncious  on  the  question  of  sovereign 
rights ;  they  left  no  loophtde  whatever  for  doubt  and  ambiguity.  They 
not  only  declared  in  emphatic  terms  "  that  the  Island  of  Newfoundland 
"  ehall  belong  of  right  wholly  to  Great  Britain,"  but,  further,  they  made 
the  vanquished  surrender,  in  the  most  absolute  and  perfect  manner,  all 
possible  or  pretended  claims ;  "  the  French  king,  his  successors  and 
"  subjects,  shall  not  lay  claim  to  any  right  to  the  said  island  or  islands, 
"  or  to  any  part  of  it  or  them,"  This  impudent  attempt  of  France  at 
the  present  time  to  base  her  claim  on  a  "  sovereignty  which  she  has 
"  never  i-elinquiahed  or  alienated,"  in  faxre  of  these  words  of  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht,  which  still  govern  and  control  the  fishery  rights  of  the 
French  on  the  Newfoundland  coast,  are  examples  of  the  method  in 
which  Fiance  carries  on  this  controversy. 


The  nest  and  most  serious  point  in  the  discussion  of  this  importRnt 
question  is  as  to  the  French  rights  of  fishery — are  they  exclusive  or  con- 
current rights  ?  On  this  topic  Lord  Salisbury  omits  to  particularly 
meition  the  manner  in  which  the  Ti-eaty  was  carried  out  between  the 
two  nations,  from  1713  to  1783.  We  have  the  proclamations  and  acts 
of  our  naval  governors  to  show  that  not  only  was  the  fishery  earned  on 
as  a  concurrent  fishery,  but,  further,  that  the  sole  oontrol  over  the  fisheiy 
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was  always  exercised  by  the  English  Governor.  Palliser  settled  all 
disputes  about  rooms  and  the  priority  of  claims  between  the  French  and 
Knglish  fishermen ;  he  contined  the  French  rigidly  to  the  limits  of  the 
Treaty  shore ;  he  confiscated  boats  that  attempted  to  trade  and  barter, 
and  threatened  that  if  he  caught  them  again  he  would  confiscate  their 
stupe ;  he  would  not  allow  them  to  retain  possession  of  a  whale,  nor 
would  he  permit  a  Frenchman  to  build  a  boat  with  a  deck.  Commodore 
Duff  went  fuither,  and  tictually  prohibited  French  men-of-war  from 
visiting  our  coa'^t.  "  I  cannot  permit  any  officer  with  a  commission  from 
"  His  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  with  an  ai-raed  force,  to  resort  to  or 
"  exercise  any  authority  within  any  part  of  His  Majesty's  dominions 
"  under  my  government."  The  cod  fishery  on  the  Treaty  shore  was  a 
concurrent  fishery,  entirely  controlled  by  the  English  during  this  long 
period.  This  expositio  contewporanea  has  a  most  important  bearing. 
The  French  submitted  to  the  rule  in  all  cases.  It  will  be  seen  &om  Lord 
Salisbury's  lef erences  to  the  correspondence  about  the  Treaty  of  Versailles, 
that  in  1783  the  French  tried  in  every  way  to  get  the  word  excluMve 
inserted,  but  the  English  Minister  dare  not  permit  such  langua^.  At 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  in  1S02,  Joseph  Bonaparte  tried  hard  to  obtain 
exclusive  fishery  rights  and  the  grant  of  a  portion  of  Newfoundland. 
The  British  Government  were  fully  aware  of  the  clamour  such  a  eon- 
cession  would  arouse,  and  they  most  emphatically  refused  to  g^ve  the 
French  exclusive  rights.  All  facts,  all  history,  all  practical  experience, 
show  distinctly  that  the  contention  of  the  British  Government  is  correct ; 
that  EInglish  fishermen  may  at  all  times  pursue  their  calling  upon  that 
portion  of  our  coasts  where  the  French  have  fishery  rights,  provided 
they  do  not  actually  interfere  with  and  molest  the  French  in  their 
fishing  operations. 

It  is  Found  law  and  common  sense,  that  when  an  owner  grants  a 
limited  easement  like  the  present  very  restricted  grant  to  the  French  of 
fishery  privileges,  whatever  is  not  included  in  such  licence  to  fish  and  to 
dry  fish,  is  retained  by  the  owner ;  this  is  the  position  of  England,  the 
Sovereign  Power  and  grantor.  The  privileges  of  the  French  are  strictly 
limited  to  three  things :  first,  they  have  the  right  to  catch  fish ;  secondly, 
to  dty  them  on  land  in  temporary  huts  and  stages  made  of  boards ; 
thirdly,  they  are  allowed  to  cut  wood  on  land  for  the  strictly  limited 
purposes  of  repairing  these  stages  and  huta  and  their  fishing  vessels. 
Outside  these  limits  they  have  no  authority  or  rights  whatever ;  they 
may  remain  on  the  Island  only  during  the  fishing  acs^n ;  they  cannot 
trade  or  barter  goods,  and  they  are  specially  prohibited  from  erecting 
any  permanent  buildings,  fortifications,  &c.  England,  as  the  Sovereign 
Power,  retains  the  right  to  use  this  part  of  her  dominions  for  every  other 
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purpose  that  does  not  limit  or  unduly  prejtidice  this  licence  to  tlie 
French.  As  the  Sovereign  Power  on  her  own  territory  she  has  the 
undoubted  right  to  decide  how  her  treaty  obligations  in  this  matter 
shall  be  carried  out ;  it  amounts  to  a  complete  abrogation  of  her 
sovereign  rights  when  a  foreign  nation  comes  upon  her  territory  with 
(m  armed  force,  and  arrc^pantly  exercises  or  attempts  to  exercise  a 
coercive  jurisdiction  over  English  subjects  in  an  English  Colony.  It 
follows  as  a  clear  matter  of  right  that,  where  Frenchmen  do  not  tempo- 
rarily occupy  the  coast  and  do  not  fish,  English  subjects  may  occupy  and 
may  fish  and  utilize  their  own  territory  ;  to  taboo  this  whole  extensive 
coast,  to  make  the  whole  land  into  a  barren  wilderness,  simply  bec&ose 
a  dozen  old  French  brigs  fish  in  three  or  four  harbours,  is  too  absurd  to 
be  discussed. 


The  French  know  well  how  weak  their  case  is  on  the  treaties,  bo  in 
all  their  official  correspondence  they  fall  back  on  the  declaration  of 
George  III.  in  1783  attached  to  the  Treaty  of  Versailles.  I  have 
shown  under  what  fraudulent  circuoiRtancea  tliat  declaration  was 
made.  It  was  part  of  a  treaty.  Now,  it  is  a  well-recognised  principle 
that  a  treaty,  and  all  its  concomitants,  is  abrogated  by  war.  To  m^e 
that  declaration  legal  and  binding  upon  the  English  Government  it 
should  have  been  repeated  in  succeeding  treaties,  but  it  was  never 
renewed.  If  the  French  fisheiy  was  an  exclusive  one,  why  did  Joseph 
Bonaparte  at  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  endeavour  to  get  the  vord 
escdueive  introduced,  and  Lord  Comwallb  firmly  refuse  ?    The  indis- 
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creet  letter  of  Qovernot  Darling,  which  is  quoted  by  M.  Waddington, 
or  the  stupid  despatches  of  other  officials.  Imperial  and  Colonial,  are 
nothing  to  the  point,  and  cannot  alter  a  principle  which  English 
statesmen  have  maintain«d,  and  none  more  firmly  than  Lord  Salisbury, 
that  the  fishery  is  a  concurrent  fishery,  although  in  exercising  this 
right,  English  subjects  are  not  to  interrupt  the  subjects  of  France  when 
fishing  on  the  Treaty  shore. 

The  French  are  constantly  demanding  that  England  shall  honourably 
discharge  her   treaty  obligations,  and   they   have   to   admit   that   tho 
Imperial    Government    in    all    good    faith    does    endeavour   to    fulfil 
these   most   unpleasant   duties   with   her   accustomed   fidelity.      Why, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  not  France  in  the  same  honourable  way 
respect    the    obligations   which    the   French   Government    voluntarily 
took  upon  themselves  with  respect  to  St.  Pierre,  that  the  Fiench  king 
would  give  his  constant  attention  that  it  should 
not  become  an  object  of  jealousy  between  the 
two  nations  ?      St.  Pierre  was  ceded  to  -be  a 
real   shelter  to  French   fishermen  ;  in  no   way 
was  the  island  so  generously  given  up  to  our 
rivals    to   be     hurtful   or   antagonistic   to   our 
interests.      This     is     the    plain    meaning    and 
intention  of  these  general  words  of  obligation. 
How  has  this  gallant  chivalrous  French  nation 
canied  out  the  undertaking  ?      Evei'  since   its 
transfer  to  our  opponents  St.   Pierre  has   been 
a    perpetual    nuisance    to    all    British    North  ^_  „^  u,l^j. 

America.      Every  nation  in  Europe  or  America  jj^  s.  a.  Partam. 

that     chooses     to    have     a    representative     is 

allowed  a  resident  consul  ;  Great  Britain  alone  is  rudely  refused. 
This  petty  little  island,  which  was  not  to  be  an  object  of  jealousy 
between  the  two  nations,  carries  on  a  huge  smuggling  ti'ade,  to  the 
detriment  of  all  our  British  colonies,  under  the  direct  encouragemfnt 
of  the  French  Government.  Every  other  stipulation  of  the  treaty  also 
is  openly  or  secretly  evaded.  For  this  ofiensive  conduct  on  the  part 
of  the  French  we  have  not  retaliated  except  in  name.  The  able  and 
accimiplished  gentleman,  M.  C.  Riballier  Des  Isles,  who  represents  France 
so  efficiently  in  our  Colony,  is  not  nominally  recognised,  but  actually 
he  is  allowed  to  exercise  all  the  duties  of  his  office.  Every  courtesy 
is  shown  to  him;  he  has  every  facility  for  obtaining  information; 
whilst  if  anyone  attempts  to  look  after  the  large  interests  of  our 
islaud  at  St.  Pierre,  lie  is  rudely  driven  out  of  tlie  little  colony.  So 
much  for  the  courtesy  and  honour  of  France. 

J     p.  2739.  M  -M 
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The  next  important  subject  is  as  to  the  manner  in  whiih  the  treaty 
is  to  be  cairicd  out  and  enforced.  England,  as  the  Sovereign  Power, 
IB  the  only  authority  tliat  can  enforce  law  or  exercise  coercive  jaris- 
diction  on  her  own  territory.  The  French  are  well  aware  of  this  mie, 
this  unquestioned  axiom,  of  international  law,  yet,  id  defiance  of  all 
principle  and  all  the  rights  of  Great  Britain,  French  officers  are 
continually  taking  up  our  fishermen's  nets  in  our  own  territorial 
waters,  using  force  to  expel  English  fishermen  from  English  territory, 
and  in  one  case  issuing  a  proclamation  at  St.  George's  Bay,  forbidding 
English  fi.Aennen  to  sell  heirings  except  to  French  veseels.  Until 
the  accession  of  Lord  Siilisbury  all  this  aggression  and  usurpation  of 
authority  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  English  Government  and  n^val 
officers.  Tlie  late  Lord  Derby  characteristically  declared  that  whilst 
these  forcible  acts  of  French  naval  officers  on  English  soil  were  illegal 
and  not  defensible,  still  they  might  be  allowed,  as  they  only  l^;alise 
an  autliority  which  had  long  been  exercised  de  facto. 

The  mincliief  of  the  whole  matter  arises  from  the  iexi,  that  the 
French  have  a  very  big  navy  and  a  very  smalt  colony  to  deal  with 
in  North  America;  lience,  all  the  fuss  and  fume,  annoyance  and 
correspondence  with  the  Foreign  and  Colonial  Offices,  about  the  most 
petty  and  contemptible  afiairs,  in  which  the  French  are  in^'ariahly  in 
the  wrong.  Their  officers  are  instructed  to  get  up  as  many  complaints 
as  possible  (witness  the  case  of  Captain  Landgren),  and  when  they  are 
guilty  of  a  more  than  usually  outrageous  act  of  illegal  violence  and 
assumption  of  authority,  and  complaints  are  made  to  the  French  Foreign 
Office,  the  course  pursued  is  to  clear  themselves  out  of  the  scrape  by 
the  most  unblushing  lies.  There  is  a  most  amusing  instance  of  this 
peculiar  French  style  of  doing  things.  The  captain  of  a  small  French 
cruiser  had  been  more  than  usually  violent  on  the  West  Coast ',  he  told 
the  stipendiary  magistrate,  Mr.  G.  Lilly,  that  he  would  not  recognise 
any  English  rule,  that  if  Castom  House  officers  attempted  to  board  any 
vessels  he  would  capture  them  and  cany  them  off,  and  the  magistrate 
also  if  lie  dared  to  enforce  any  authority,  Mr,  Lilly  duly  reported  the 
whole  proceeding.  The  English  Senior  Naval  Officer,  most  hospitable 
and  generous  of  men,  entertained  this  vapouring  little  commander; 
over  the  walnuts  and  wine  he  expatiated  on  the  way  he  had  sat  on  the 
Newfoundland  authorities,  giving  full  vent  to  the  language  he  had  used 
towards  Mr.  Lilly.  The  English  captain's  clerk  heard  the  whole  scene  ; 
like  careful  officials,  he  and  the  captain  made  a  note  of  the  Frenchman's 
remarks.  When  the  charge  was  made  through  the  Foreign  Office,  the 
French  Naval  Commander  calmly  denied  that  he  had  ever  used  the 
language  ascribed  to    him.      It  is  happily  the   case   that   all   French 
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officers  are  not  of  this  class ;  more  moderate,  more  sensible,  dDd  more 
competent  officers  no  Navy  poaseases  than  France ;  Admiral  Humann, 
Captuin  Beculoux,  and  others,  being  specially  distinguished  for  their 
high  qualities,  both  official  and  social. 

The  trouble  is  that  the  character  of  the  naval  officers,  both  Fiench 
and  English,  is  a  most  uncertHin  quantity ;  weak,  incompetent  men  may 
at  any  time  make  trouble  between  the  two  nations ;  when  we  reiilize 
from  the  official  statement  how  small  the  real  French  interest  is  in  this 
shore  fishery,  the  immense  fuss  made  about  it  by  French  officials  is 
ludicrous.  The  French  nation  is  excited,  sometimes  to  mailnes'3,  about 
these  trumpery  affairs,  the  facts  of  which  are  carefully  concealed  from 
them  ;  outaide  tiiose  immediately  concerned  in  the  business,  the  true 
state  of  things  is  practically  unknown  in  France.  Most  Frenchmen 
believing  that  they  own  a  large  portion  of  Newfoundland,  it  b  a  pily 
the  nation  cannot  be  made  to  understand  bow  heavily  they  are  taxpd  to 
support  their  beggarly  colony  and  small  fishery,  and  how  useless  is 
this  waste  of  money  for  national  purposes,* 

The  argument  that  the  main  object  of  nil  this  expenditure  is  to  man 
the  navy  in  another  fiction.  Most  of  their  men  are  brought  out  in 
steamers  nowadnys.  Every  intelligent  French  naval  officer  recognizes 
that  the  English  system  of  training  boys  for  the  service  is  the  only 
method  of  providing  man-of-war  sailors.  The  Newfoundland  French 
fishery,  as  a  method  of  manning  the  navy,  is  to-day  played  out.  A  close 
ring  of  capitalists  guard  these  enormous  fishery  bounties,  and  the  whole 
French  protective  system.  The  voice  of  intelligent  public  opinion  in  • 
France  on  these  heavy  burthens  is  completely  stifled  by  this  selfish  gang 
of  monopolists,  who  virtually  rule  France  far  more  firmly  even  than  the 
"  combines  "  and  trustj.  in  the  American  Republic  The  more  democratic 
the  Government,  the  more  corrupt  the  rule,  is  strikingly  exemplified  in 
these  great  Republics.  The  useless  expenditure  of  public  money  by 
France  on  her  colonies  is  well  known  to  be  enormous :  compared  with 
the  vast  sun\s  wasted  on  Tonquin,  the  coat  of  St  Pierre  and  Miquelon 
will  appear  very  small.  In  Newfoundland  there  are  probably  not 
more  than  2,500  genuine  Frenchmen  sent  out  to  the  cod  fisheiy. 
They  cost  annually  to  the  French  exchequer  at  least  three  million 
franca,*  made  up  of  the  bounty  (nearly  equal  to  the  prime  cost 
of  the  dried  fish),  the  cost  of  administration  over  and  above  the  local 
revenue,   and   the   expense   of   the   warships   employed.     At  a   rough 

1  A  resident  of  St.  Pierre,  welt  versed  in  of  the  largest  nupporlereoC  the  German  msiiu- 

the  liquor  trade,  Dijs.  that  the  wooden  catet  faclurers  of  ihU  delectable  compound. 
of  l^D,  paintedgrecDand  marked"  DeKuyper'H  '  Formerly  it  co«t  double  Ibis  amount, 

Pnme  GeneTa,"  contaiuin^  IS  large  acguare  llie   bouDtv  alooe  in   ISSS  being   S.OUU.OUI} 

bottle«,OTerBqUBneacb,Bre  inToicedat-tfraiK.'!  frttncx.      Tlie  fislierj   hus   now   bi^omc  very 

80  centimes  per  case.    St.  Pierre  is  really  oue  email ;  lee  p.  47u. 
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calculation,  everj'  one  of  these  French  "  m^tropolitain "  fishermen  costs 
the  nation  fifty  pounds  sterling  a  year.  I£  this  expenditure,  now 
wholly  thrown  away,  were  directly  used  for  the  great  national  purpose 
of  manning  the  navy,  it  would  provide  anunal  maintieaa.iice  for  three 
thousand  French  naval  recruits. 

The  excitement  which  commenced  in  1886  about  theloljeter  factoriffi. 
culminated  in  the  Afodv^  Vivendi  of  1890.  M.  Jusserand,  of  the  French 
embassy,  strolls  into  the  Foreign  Office  one  fine  morning,  ajtid  suggests  a 
simple  little  understanding  for  the  current  season  ;  it  is  very  simple  ;  like 
a  good  diplomatist,  this  distinguished  scholar  has  made  a  little  note  of 
its  teriiis.^ 

Behold  how  great  a  matter  a  little  fire  kindleth  ;  this    little  agree- 
ment produced  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  a  hot  discussion  in 
the  French  Chamber ;  it  created  that   eminent  body  the  Newrfoundland 
Patriotic  Association ;  it  drew  forth  a  very  sensible  and  moderate  article 
from  the  great  French  critic,  John  Le  Moinne,  and  an  eloquent  oration 
from  Mr.  P.  R.  Bowers,     Looking  now  calmly  at  this  storm  in    a  teapot, 
the  delegations,   the  great  meeting  in   Bannerman   Park*  and    all   the 
excitement  of  1890,  it  appears  after  all  that,  though  the  Modios  Vivendi 
Vfaa  a,  clever  French  trick,  it  was  not  on  the  whole  an  unsatisfactory 
airangement ;  there  were  only  half-a-dozen  small  French  lobster  factoriefl 
doing  a  very  small  business,  whilst  we  had  over  forty  making  quite  a  large 
pack.     It  put  all  establishments  on  the  same  footing,  and  secured  peace 
foi-  a  time.     Serious  charges  were  made  against  the  British  Government 
'   of  having  given  way  to  the  French,  of  having  relinquished  our  righfc. 
of  having  violated   the  Magna  Charter  of  the  Colony  (the  Labouchere 
Despatch) ;  but  on  calmer  reflection  these  accusations  are  now  seen  to  be 
unfounded.     The  whole  history  of  this  Colony  is  one  long  indictment 

'  Ambnded  Dbaft  "  Moi>i  B  VivEKDi."  "  N"  '»>>■'"  fisheries  which  tr«re  not  in 

operBtioo    on   the   let  Jul:r   1689    sba)'   I" 

"  Th*  quesliona  of  principle  and  of  r«-  permitted,  nnleas  b^  the  joint  coDseat  of  tbe 

■pective  rt)[ht9   being   eutircly   r«aeived    on  UritiBh  anil  ITrench  Senior  Naval  Offioenoa 

bulh  fides,  the  maintiiiaiice  of  thn  ttaiut  quo  the  eliitioii.    Id  consideWion   of  escb  otw 

I'liu  be  agreed  upaii  on  the  fullovting  bases  : —  lobater  lisbery  bo  permitted,  it  (hall  be  open 
to   the   fiahermen   of   the  other   eoiuitry  W 

"  Without  France  or  Great  Britain  dcmanil-  esiablish  a  new  lobBter  flaherj- o 

ing  at  once  a  new  eiuniiafttion  of  the  legality  lo   be   Biniilarly   tedled  by  joiol 

of    the    in»tnllation    of   Britinh    or    French  between  the  Naval  Commanders. 
lobster  factories  on  the  I'OQSis  of  Newfound-  "  Whenever  any  eaae  of  eompetitioK  '" 

land  where  the  F^en'^h  enjoy  riithtB  of  fishinf;  renpect  of  lobster  fishery  ariHes  between  tt« 

conferred  by  the  Treaties,  it  shall  be  under-  flNhcrmcn  of  either  country,  the  Commanden 

Mood  that  there  shall  be  no  modification  in  of  the  two  Naval  Stations  shall  proeeedonlb^ 

the  po;itions  (•  em  placemen  Is ')  occupied  by  rput   to    a    proviaional    delimitation    of   tb« 

eiisting  establishments    of    Ihe   subjects   of  lobster  fishery  grounds,  having  n^ard  to  lb« 

either  country  on  the  1st  July  18B9,  except  situalions  acquired  by  the  two  partie*. 
that  a  subject  of  either  nation  may  remove  "  N.B.— It  ia  well  understood  that  ibi* 

auy  auch  eslabliabmcnt  (o  any  spot  on  which  Brrangomeot   is  quite  provisioual,  and  fhsU 

the   Commanders  of  tho  two  Nuval  Stations  only  bold  good  Cor  the  fishing  Eeason  wbicb 

sbsU  have  previously  agreed.  jg  about  to  open." 
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against  the  Imperial  Government ;  I  have  not  failed  to  set  it  forth,  bit 
on  this  subject  I  do  not  think  that  we  can  lay  to  their  charge  nny  very 
heavy  faults.  No  doubt  many  Newfoundlanders  believe  that  the  Home 
Ctovemment  might  have  made  our  case  stronger ;  that  they  might  have 
pushed  our  claims  with  more  vigour;  that  they  should  have  resented  the 
encroachments  of  the  French  with  more  firmness,  and  steroly  forbiddirn 
French  naval  officers  from  exercising  any  coercive  juriad'ction  over  our 
fishermen  on  the  Treaty  shore ;  whatever  other  Administrations  have 
done  in  the  past,  it  is  clear  that  Lord  Salisbury,  at  any  rate,  has  strongly 
supported  our  rights. 

Out  of  this  lobster  question  arose  another  difficulty,  and  a  far 
more  serious  one.  Amongst  the  factories  on  the  West  Const,  was  one 
belonging  to  Mr.  James  Baird  of  SL  John's,  managed  by  K  Leroux.  It 
was  claimed  by  the  French  Commander  that 
the  factory  was  not  protected  by  the  Modus 
Vivendi  inasmuch  as  it  had  teen  erected  after 
the  1st  of  July  1889.  It  was  situated  in  a 
locality  wliere  the  French  had  never  curried  on 
any  establishment,  and  where  a  cod  fishery  could 
not  be  prosecuted  ;  the  Freuch  Commander,  how- 
ever, insisted  that  Mr.  Baird's  factory  should 
be  shut  up.^  The  owner  stood  upon  his  rights, 
aid  at  the  closing  of  the  factory  a  sight  was 
witnessed  which  happily  does  not  occur  in  any 
other  territory  under  the  English  Crown,  a  party 
of  English  man-of-war  sailors  landing  on  English  ^^  g  ^  Pana-u. 

soil  to  close  up  an  English  industry  at  the  bid- 
ding of  a  French  naval  officer.     No  other  reason  can  be  given  for  this 
act  than  the  orders  of  a  French   commander.     I  believe  Sir  Baldwin 
V/alker  had    direct   orders   from   the    English  Admiral   to    carry   out 

■"SiDdyPoint.Ba;  St.  George,  coDTn^tion,  ^ir  Baldwia  Walker,   CapUin 

" Juij-7,  1892.  of   H.M.3.    EatenUd,    forcibly    oloBed    our 

"  Edwinl  Lrroux,  ortSaady  Point,  Bay  St.  FiRheU  Brook  Lobater  Faclury  b(  the  instigB- 

Ge.irge,  Nesfbuadiuid,  do  certif;  that  durini;  tioD  of  the  French  Cummandcr. 

the  Mascn  of  1689  Captain   Iteculnux  of  the  "  I  iitroagly  objected  to  this  acr,  and  later 

Freocb   war   veasel   jirac  called    upon  me ;  I    objected    to  the    inconsistent    permiBiiion 


n  the  course  of  the  coiiveisalion  we  had  giveo  to  Mr.  Gamier  to  erect  and  operate  a 
toficlher,  he  threw  all  (be  btame  of  the  lobster  factory  at  Fishels  whence  I  had  been 
obnoxious  Bait  Act  upon  Ihe  merchaDta  of  St.  excluded.  I  made  thia  objection  lo  Sir  Bald- 
John's,  obaerving  the  St.  John's  mcrcliMJis  are  win  Walker  in  the  preBence  of  Mr.  Dwjer, 
the  sole  cauaa  of  alt  this  nnpleatant  bueineaa.  our  stipendiary  magistrate,  and  observed 
Ue  then  asked  me  wliethei  (here  wers  any  there  would  be  malice  at  the  bottom  of  mj 
parties  here  doing  busioesa  with  any  of  the  exclusion.  Sir  Baldwin  Walker  protested, 
St.  John's  merchaniB  )  without  suspecting  any  but  when  I  related  the  foregoing  conversation 
ulterior  purpose  I  a  iswered,  '  Well,  yes,  Mr,  ^cith  Captain  KeculnuE  to  him,  Sir  Baldwin 
Ualibarton  and  others  are  doing  busiuess  with  energetically  obierred,' Why,  this  coaversation 
Ur.  Baird.'  He  answered, '  Why,  these  are  the  throws  a  great  deal  of  lieht  upon  (hi*  matter, 
peuple  we  waut  to  gel  at.'     Shortly  after  thia  and  explains  very  much"" 
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this  eviction.  If  all  these  facts  be  true,  and  I  believe  they  nre  aub- 
Btantially  correct,  it  wtis  a  most  na-Englisli  proceeding.  Air.  Baird 
immediately  took  proceedings  agniast  Sir  Baldwin  Walker  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  which  decided  in  his  favour,  and  on  an  appeal  to  the 
Privy  Council  the  deciBion  was  upheld.'  When  the  Home  Government 
discovered  that  through  the  repe^d  of  the  old  Acts  for  the  Enforce- 
ment of  the  Treaties  and  of  George  Ill's  declaratinn  of  1783,  they 
were  powerless,  they  projK^ed  to  re-enact  verbatim  et  Uterutim  these 
obsolete  Georgian  statutes. 

In  order  to  a\ert  this  unfortunate  iitate  of  affairs,  delegates  from 
Iwth  sides  of  the  House  went  to  England  in  1891— Sir  W.  V.  White- 
way,  K,C.M  G.,  Hon.  A.  W.  Harvey,  Hon.  M.  Monroe,  Hon,  G.  H.  Emerson, 
Speaker,  and  Mr.  Morine,  M,H.A.  When  they  arrived  in  London,  a  Bill 
was  before  the  House  of  Lords  for  second  reading  on  the  23rd  of  April ; 
this  measure  was  a  virtual  i-e-enactment  of  51  Geo.  IV.,  giving  almost 
absolute  powers  to  naval  officers,  a  most  barbarous  old-fashioned  Act. 
The  first  object  of  the  delegates  was  to  stop  the  passage  of  this  Bill, 
and  in  the  promise  to  pass  a  temporary  measure  through  the  New- 
foundland Legislature  in  order  to  cany 
out  the  Treaty  obligations,  the  dele- 
gates concurred ;  thia  is  admitted  by  all, 
WHS  so  stated  by  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
and  i.'i  also  corroborated  by  a  private  mes- 
sage sent  bv  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Morine  to 
Mr.  Pitts.  The  delegates  found  themselves 
in  a  sorry  predicament:  the  Ministry  ab- 
solutely refused  to  withdraw  the  obnoxious 
Bill ;  in  order,  therefore,  to  avert  what 
they  considered  a  most  strious  calamity, 
they  promised  to  get  a  temporary  measure 
passed,  and  to  discuss  and  airange  a  per- 
manent measure  to  enable  Great  Britain 
to  carry  out  her    Treaty  obligations  with 

France.  Speaking  only  for  myself,  I  think  their  acts  bound  the 
Assembly,  and  it  was  in  honour  bound  to  carry  out  their  promise  to 
the  British  Government. 

■  Baiud  e.  Walker. 
The  judgment  of  the  Privj  Council  iris 
delivered  by  l.ord  Herschrfl  on  the  <th  of 
August  IBSS;  il  suitaiued  the  decision  uf  Ibe 
Su|irem«  Court  of  Nenfoundland  :  that  naval 
L'fficers  httd  no  authoritr  lo  iDTade  the  riKhls 
of  private  individuals  whenever  it  was 
necetury  lo  enforce  the  provisinaa  of  a  treHt)' 
or  coiiveution  ;  that  in  order  to  confer  such 


authority  upon  olBcers  to  invade  the  Hgfaln  of 
individuuls  and  private  pmpeny,  Irgiiilatioo 
wan  necexsary.  The  court  completely  dcMo- 
lished  the  argument  of  dcAndaut'a  counsel 
that  the  act  complained  of  beinfi  an  afliur 
of  t^taie  done  under  tbe  authority  of  dw 
Crown,  the  Newfnundlaml  Court  vai  ihM 
theretore  compel«it  to  iuquire  into  it ;  they 
declared  that  such  a  doctrino  was  whfilly 
untenable. 
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The  main  difference  of  opinion  aroBe  first  on  the  appointment  of 
the  Judicial  Commissioners:  the  delegates  claimed  that  they  should  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor  in  Council,  with  the  approval  of  the  Home 
Govemmeni  liOi-d  Knutaford,  Sir  William  and  Mr.  Harvey  declare 
that  from  the  first  the  British  Govemment  claimed  the  right  of 
appointment  of  two  judges,  allowing  the  Colony  to  nominate  the  third. 
From  this  determination  the  Secretary  of  State  will  not  deviate. 

The  whole  matter  now  stands  in  atatu  quo ;  the  House  of  Assembly 
refuses  to  pass  a  permanent  measure,  the  French  decline  to  proceed  with 
the  arbitration  on  the  lobster  question,  and  each   year  we  have  had  a 
renewal  of  the  Modus  Vivendi,  and  the  Temporary  Treaties  Act  is  now 
extended   to   December   1895.     Most   Newfoundlanders   are   afraid  of 
arbitration,  England  is  always  on  the  losing  side ;  she  is  like  a  rich 
corporation — a   railway  or   insurance  company—  against  whom  juries 
always  give  verdicts ;  Ihey  are  always  in  the  wrong.     As  regards  the 
Fishery  Treaties  Bill  it  really  is  not  of  such  serious  consequence  as  its 
opponents  make  out     Gieat  Britain  virtually  concedes  to  us  the  third 
judge ;  if  our  local  nominee  is  a  strong  man  he  will  make  bis  presence 
felt;  liis  local  knowledge  and  experience  will  outweigh  the  other  two, 
and   he   will   be   there   to  prevent   hardships   and   injustice ;    besides, 
according  to  the  latest  despatches,  the  Home  Govemment  seems  now 
willing  to  allow  an  intennediitte  appeal  to  the  Newfoundland  Supreme 
Court,   and     from    thence    to    the   Privy 
Council.      All     these   appear   tmnecessary 
precautions ;    judges    nowadays    have   to 
work  in. presence  of  a  watching  public,  and 
a  still  more  observant  Press;  this  serious 
responsibility  will  be   sure  to  kepp  them 
straight.    To  all  appearances  the  cases  that 
will  come  before  them  will  be  very  trivial 
and  very  easily  disposed  of ;  the  importance 
of    these    high    commissioners    has    been 
most  ludicrously  exaggerated. 

The    great    object    of     the    Bill    was 
to    take    away    the   jurisdiction    of    the 

English   naval    officers.      A   careful    con-  mk.  «ko.  h.  aMiatov. 

sideration    of    their    reports    shows  that 

they  do  thtir  delicate  and  difficult  work  on  the  whole  admirably, 
nor,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  can  any  seiious  complaint  be  made 
against  thein.  Theoretically  they  may  be  wholly  unfitted  for  their 
magisterial  and  judicial  work;  practically  they  perform  it  in  a  most 
satisfactory  manner. 
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There  was  one  obBervatioo  to  which  no  one  eeems  to  have  taken 
any  objection,  either  when  made  by  Lord  Herachell,  or  on  its  repetition 
by  Lord  Knutatord  : — "  There  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  aa  to  the 
"  nature  of  the  obligation  thnt  rests  on  the  Cfovemment  of  this  ooantry 
. "  to  see  that  its   treaties   wliich   are   in   existence   are   enforced    and 
"  fnlfiUed.    The  rights  under  the  treaties  which  we  are   ctMisidering, 
"  whatever  those  rights  may  be,  are  ancient,  and  came  into  exist^ice 
"  at  a  time  when  there  was  no  inhabitant  population  on  the  coasts  in 
"  qitestion.     These  treaty  <Migationa  were  iwt  imposed  on  an  eariating 
"  eommv/nity,  but  the  community  that  has  since  grown  up  has  oome 
"  into  being  subject  to  the  existence   of  these   treaty  rights."      Lord 
Herschell   is  entirely   astray   on   the  historical   question.     Tliere    was 
a   British  population  on  the   coast  when   these  ancient  treacies    were 
passed,  even  the  earliest  of  tbem  all.  The  records  show  that  there  was  » 
small  resident  population  ;  thoy  and  the  larger  floaUng  peculation  were 
deliberately  sacrificed  in  spite  of  tlie  protests  and  ur^^it  resistance  of 
Newfoundlandei-s  and  all  interested  in  the  Island.     There  was  a  settle- 
ment at  Bona  vista  when  the  French  were  allowed  fishing  rights  there 
in  1713,  even  a  small  settled  population  at  Fogo  and  Twilliugate,  and 
it  appears  from  evidence  given  before  Governor  Palliser  that  premiums 
were  given  to  French  masters  to  fish  there,  and  thus  annoy  the  Eng-Jish 
residents.     It  was  the  annoyance  and  the  hostilities  between  the  English 
resident  population  and  the  ship  fishermen  from  France  that  causetl  the 
change   to   be   made   from   Cape   Bonavista   to   Cape   John,   and   that 
produced  the  declaration  of  George  III.,  17S3.     Lord  Herschell,  as  a  great 
constitutional  lawyer,  must  be  aware  of  all  the  protests  and   violent 
outbursts  of   public   indignation   against   the  fishery   clauses    of    the 
Ireaties  of  Utrecht,  Paris,  and  Versailles.     Newfoundland  in  thoee  days 
had  powerful  friends  and  supporters,  who  made  a  very  loud  outcry 
at  the  way  her  interests  were  sacridced  to  France.     Lord  Salisbury  may 
well  refer  to  us  as  "the  sport  of  historic  misfortune,"  but  it  is  the  cruel, 
treacherous,  and  imbecile  policy  of  Great  Britain  that  has  laid  this  heavy 
load  upon  our  unfortunate  islanders.     It  is  the  bounden  duty  of   every 
honest  and   patriotic  public  man  in  England  to  lighten  the  burthen; 
instead  of  this,  the  object,  apparently,  of  every  English  Ministry  Iiss  be«i 
to  please  Fi-ance,  to  shunt  ua,  to  get  rid  of  us  as  the  importunate  bt^gar  at 
the  gate.     If  the  English  Foreign  Ofiice  would  only  once  stand  firm  and 
resolutely  resist  French  aggression,  give  instrnctioDs  to  our  naval  officera 
that  all  ^'ioIent  and  wanton  attacks  on  our  fishermen  are  to  be  firmly 
resisted,  th'.it  luen-of-war  are  sent  on  our  coiists  to  protect  and  not 
punish  our  poor  settlers,  matters  might  soon  be  settled.     Tlie  French  are 
our   neighbour   in   all   four   quarters   of  the    world;    aggressive   and 
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irritating,  everywhere  they  are  difficult  to  get  on  with ;  the  worst 
possible  policy  is  to  be  afraid  o£  them.  It  is  this  feat  of  Franc©  that 
has  caused  all  the  trouble  in  Newfoundland, 

What  makes  all  of  us  distrust  a^id  fear  English  negotiation  on 
our  behalf  is  the  manner  in  which  oiu*  rights  have  been  thruwu 
awny  in  the  varioas  Conventions.  Our  negotiators  have  been  almost 
invariably  ignorant  of  the  subject,  whilst  their  opponents  have  been 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  real  points  at  issue.  It  is  on  this 
account  that  most  Newfoundlanders  prefer  the  policy  of  drift. 

Under  the  anomalous  Modus  Vivendi  things  are  going  on  very 
fairly  on  the  Treaty  shore  the  arrangement,  though  temporary,  works 
well ;  the  English  lubster  packers  are  protected  in  their  fishing,  aud 
each  aide  keeps,  on  the  whole,  to  its  own  puiof  the  coast.  Sir  Baldwin 
Walker  h-id   some   trouble   with  Cummander   Marechal,  but   a   deter- 


mination on  the  part  of  the  English  Commodore  not  to  permit  our 
opjonents  to  meddle  with  English  traps  put  an  end  to  the  dispute. 
The  French,  however,  are  not  satisfied  with  the  present  peaceful  state 
of  affairs,  they  want  to  create  trouble,  and  for  this  purpose  the  Muni- 
<!ipal  Council  of  St.  Pierre  now  gives  an  extra  bounty  to  parties  who 
will  carry  on  a  shore  fishery  and  pack  lobsters.^     Such  a  proceeding 

vt^Hsels  in  ilso  coimiTcd  at   to  increiuc  (he 
resident  French  fi«licrnieD.    Protwlil]'  a  bun- 
ilivd    iddliionBl    Freiichmeii  fished    oa   the 
Trealj  shore  taut  BesHoii. 
nauamil    bouot}'.      Detiertion    from   Freoch 
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as  a  shore  fishery,  not  c.irried  on  from  ships,  is  against  both  the  letter 
and  the  spirit  of  the  Treaty,  and  our  Qovemment  would  be  folly 
justified  in  demandin?  duties  on  ail  goods  thus  brought  into  th^ 
Colony.  The  only  goods  exempted  from  duty  are  the  actual  supplies 
and  stores  brought  by  the  fishing  ships  fur  the  muintenance  of  the 
crews  during  the  season ;  goods  bronght  into  the  CoJony  in  any  other 
way  than  in  fishing  ships,  and  for  the  maiat^mince  of  the  fisiiing 
crew,  are  clearly  liable  to  duty.'  This  was  the  point  ^hich  the 
French  Admiral  came  to  St.  John's  about  last  summer  ;  T^ben  be 
found  the  Imperial  authorities  maintaiued  the  potiition  taicen  up  by 
our  liH-al  Government,  he  refused  all  invitations,  r<nd  went  an'ay  in 
a  rage.  It  is  to  be  hoped  (be  Government  of  the  Republic  in  future 
will  send  Admirals  with  a  little  more  common  sense  and  rourte^'.  If. 
the  Fi-ench  disturb  the  prestmt  peaceful  state  of  affairs  our  course  is 
clear,  we  will  put  the  Uait  Act  in  operation  and  enforce  it  rigorously. 


I  have  endeavoured  to  deal  with  this  most  important  international 
question  of  the  Treaty  shore  as  fairly  and  impartially  as  possible; 
I  am  f lee,  however,  to  confess  that  1  view  it  mainly  from  a  colonial 
standpoint;  every  Newfoundlander  holds  strong  opinions  upon  the 
subject,  and  I  am  possibly  not  exempt  from  local  bias.  It  is  a  mighty 
unpleasant,  irritating  qiiebtion,  and  the  French  ore  mighty  unpleasant 

'  The  French  are  infelemte  imDfiglent.  ft<K'<ls  sapplied  during  the  flihing.   AUtmdiiiK 

Under  preteoce  nC  store*  for  their  ithipa,  the?  of  thU  kind  is  clearly  illegal,  and  our  Custom 

nlways  carry  a  Urge  supply  ot  I'quor,  tea,  Houm  anthoHliea  should  keep  a  sharp  look- 

Rugar,  and  tobaccu.  to  «ell  and  barter  with  the  out  od  all   French  vesaeli,  and  cbieSy  on 

NewrouDdlandfiBhermen.   One  French  master  partial   from   St.   Pierre.      Their    Block*   ol 

Bctnally  n-quln-d  the  magistrate  to  summon  a  gooda  should  be  earefnlly  inapecled. 
number  or  parties  who  owed  him  money  for 
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neiglibours  in  all  four  quarters  of  the  world;  it  says  litile  for 
English  diplomacy  that  it  has  not  been  disponed  of  long  ago.  The 
real  interest  of  France  ia  ridiculously  Bin»n  on  the  coasts  in  question; 
they  have  not  a  dozen  vessels,  and  less  than  two  hundred  fiahermeti, 
whilst  we  have  at  least  twelve  thousand  people,  petmanent  and 
transient,  in  tlie  same  localities.  En^and,  apiiarently,  has  really 
never  n)ade  any  tangible  ofi^r  of  excluuige  of  territory  as  a  basis  of 
settlement ;  it  is  the  only  way  in  which  the  question  can  be  approached. 
France  will  not  take  money,  but  she  might  accept  territory  and  money 
combined.  The  rcceat  occurrence  in  the  hinterland  of  British  Siena 
Leone,  in  which  English  and  French  troops  came  into  collision,  and 
so  many  gallant  men  lost  their  lives,  points  to  a  region  where  we  might 
satisfy  French  ambition  and  lust  of  territory,  and  really  not  seriously 
interfere  with  the  extent  of  "  England  in  Africa."  The  cession  of  the 
English  island  of  Dominica,  which  is  practically  French,  lying  between 
Martinique  and  Guadaloupe,  is  another  territory  that  would  also  be 
acceptable  to  our  Gallic  neighbours, 

It  would  be  wrong  to  declare  that  the  French  have  no  rights ; 
they  have  well-defined  rights  within  the  strict  liuiits  set  out  in  the 
Treaty.  Of  oourse,  it  ia  quite  clear  that  if  the  Frencli  were  able  to 
occupy  the  whole  of  this  extennive  coast  with  their  fishing  operations, 
English  Hul^jects  would  have  no  right  to  interfere  with  them,  or  actually 
to  interrupt  them.  There  was  a  time  wht-n  the  French  fishery  on  the 
Treaty  shore  was  very  large,  and  the  E^nglisli  very  small,  but  that  day 
is  long  past;  year  by  year  the  business  of  our  opponents  has  been 
growing  smaller.  The  fish  on  the  shore  h<ive  been  continually  failing, 
and  the  French  have  consequently  praLtic;iHy  abandontd  this  mode  of 
fishing.  Our  western  fishermen  make  a  voynge  or  two  before  the 
Frenchmen  arrive  about  June,  and  often  obtain  another  after  they 
leave  in  October.  The  bank  fishery  fklrp,  fiom  St.  Pieire,  has  never 
recovered  from  the  eti'ects  of  (he  Bait  Bill ;  so  that  now  the  whole 
French  business  in  Newfoundland  is  artificially  propped  up ;  the 
moment  the  bounty  is  withdrawn  the  French  trans-Atlantic  fisheiy 
will  cense  to  be  prosecuted ;  time,  the  inexorable  logic  of.  events,  and 
the  failure  of  the  fitherj-,  oro  all  workii-g  on  our  side. 
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The  LobttoT  Faotoriei  on  tlu 

Wait  Coast 

Befost  b;  CUptuk  Cu«fbbll,  B.N. 

Enclosure  S  in  No.  126. 
Captain  CaapMl  to  Captain  Hamond. 
(Extimct.) 

Lili/,  at  Chaniiel,  NetrfoaDdland, 
Onlober  10,  I8B8, 
In  compliftDoc  with  1117  aHiling  orders  of 
tbe  Saih  August  last,  with  reference  to  the 
lobster  industij  on  the  weat  cout  of  Kew 
foundland,  vhure  the  French  hnve  certain 
Treaty  privileges,  I  have  the  honour  to  report 


(A.)  Lohiterfl  are  takeii  id  ihrre  wsyt ; 
the  first  and  moat  common  is  by  buoyed  linea 
of  cage*. — Figure  I. 


—  It    appeir« 


>•  follow 

1 .  Hulorical  Retrotptet.  ■ 
that  the  first  Inbsler  wal  canoed  on  cnii  coati 
about  thirty  jesrs  ago ;  a  partj  from  Norn 
Scotia  had  been  canoing  lalmon  from  the 
Hiimber,  HDd  at  the  vlose  of  the  salmon 
fish'ng  they  went  to  Che  north  shore  of  Bay 
of  IsuiDdi,  and  started  the  first  canning  of 
lobiter*. 

(a.)  The  first  attempt  to  build  a  factorr 
was,  BO  far  as  I  hare  been  able  to  aacertaiD, 
made  in  St.  Barbe's  Bay,  fifteen  ^ears  ago,  bj 
a  Mr.  Rumkej,  of  Nova  Scotia,  who  sub- 
sequently parted  with  it  as  a  going  concern 
to  Measra.  Forest  and  Shearer,  factory  owners 
in  Nova  Scotia,  who  next,  in  1881,  purchased 
the  factory  at  Brig  Bny,  built  in  is 81),  from 
Ur.  Forsey.  capable  of  canning  Ifl.OVO 
lobsters  daily,  and  erected  one  at  Port 
Sauudersin  lS>ii. 

(6.)  Ihe  industry  then  seems  to  have 
Btlrncleil  more  Nova  Scotiane. 

(c.)  Mtrssn.  Payzunt  and  Frazer,  who 
built  a  lartje  factory  on  Woody  Point,  Bonne 
Bay,  and  later  on  Mr,  Carter  and  Mr,  Neville 
and  McEsrs.  Stabb  and  Roach,  who  all  buill 
in  Bay  of  Islands.  Mr.  J.  Cairus,  of  Prince 
Edward  Island,  Mr.  Baird,  of  St.  John's, 
Kewfoundlaud,  started  in  and  about  Port-&- 
Fort;  and  (be  local  inhabitants  of  Bay 
St.  George  have  itaned  numeious  factories, 
and  are  fishing  that  district 

((I.)  The  numbers  rote  to  siitren  in 
IH87t  and  at  tbe  clone  of  this  Ecason  there 
are  iwenty-aii  factories  at  work,  emjiloying 
a  total  of  about  100  from  Nova  Scotia  and 
Prince     Edward    Island,    and    about     1,000 

2.  Procets. — The  ftctories  are  worked 
on  the  same  principle  throughont;  theii- 
canning  capacity  varying  with  their  size  and 
(he  number  of  imods  employed. 

{a.)  They  usually  consist  of  a  boiling 
and  baih  roiim,  and  u  packing-room,  cook- 
house, and  sleeping  apartment  for  girls. 


band   trap,     a 
net  stretched  11 

upon   which    ar«   tuteoed    three     < 

herringft. — Figure  IL 


FlOUSE  Jl. 

(c.)  This  trap  is  important,  as  it  coutd 
perfectly  well  be  used  when  the  c»g»* 
justifiably  interfere  with  (he  Treaty  righis  of 
the  French  ;  and,  thirdly,  handed  by  '■  cbw- 
nipping  "  in  shallow  water, 

(if!)  In  this  way  as  many  as  1,000  bare 
been  taken  in  one  day  by  one  boat. 

(e.)  Local  fishermen,  assisted  on  the 
rougher  portions  of  the  coast  by  men  from 
Nova  Scotia,  work  tbe  traps,  &c.  along  'be 
parts  which  feed  their  particular  factory,  aoi 
deliver  them  at  the  pier,  or  to  the  coUcctipg 
Bchoonera,  at  70  to  80  cents  per  luo,  wbich 
raoj  be  said  to  be  the  cost  of  the  raw 
material. 

(/.)  The  lobsters  are  then  handed  in 
and  boiled  for  half-an-hour,  after  which  Ibef 
go  to  a  smasher,  who  breaks  the  claws  and 
takes  out  the  meat,  which  is  then  washed  anA 
packed  in  the  tins  by  one  set  of  girls,  another 
set  then  dry  the  edges  of  the  tins  for  sotderiug, 
which  are  then  closed  up  and  bathed  for  aa 
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hoaT'aDd-B-half,  tbeo  punctured  to  let  out 
the  v*ponr,  nod  aitaiQ  bathed  for  a  eecoud 
period  of  the  same  juration. 

(jr.)  llie  tins  Bre  then  pocked  in  four- 
doieD  ca«efl,  and  are  rooBily  shippnd  to 
HaliftK  and  St.  John's  wilhout  beinj;  Iiibelled, 
vitb  the  exception  of  Messrs.  Pafiant  aod 
FcBier's  fiiciory  at  Boone  Bay,  which 
Tarnishes  and  labei*  on  the  spot. 

(A.)  The  cont  of  building  varies,  but  it 
ma;  be  ronghly  eatintBted  at  from  2,000  to 
8,000  dollars  and  the  dnilj  cost  of  main- 
tenance may  be  ronghlj  stated  to  average 
6  to  8  dollars. 

(('-)  The  value  of  a  caie  at  present  is 
6  dol.  as  e.,  and  Ibe  profti  from  a  dollar  to 
2  doJIara  a  case  in  averagB  years. 

(j.)  Generally  the  "take"  is  sold  or 
luort^iged  to  the  outfitter,  before  the  seanon 


3.  The  lobster  industry  has  become,  and 
will  become  more  and  more,  year  by  year, 
the  mainitHy  of  the  inhabilBOta  of  the  west 
coast  of  Newfoundland :  it  employs  men, 
iromea,  and  children,  winter  and  summer. 

(a.)  Trapping  lobetera  pagB  belter  than 
fisbing  for  cod,  is  fsr  more  regular,  and  gives 
the  fighetmea  a  "  night  in  bed."  This  to 
some  extent  acconnta  for  the  falling-ofl  in 
the  local  takes  of  cod. 

(A.)  Xoihing  but  a  perMinal  inspection 
can  gire  any  idea  of  the  good  the  factories 
are  doing  along  the  whole  of  the  weat  coast, 
and  of  the  number  of  men,  women,  and 
children  that  are  dependent  upon  ihem ;  it 
would  send  the  whole  coast  back  to  ruin  and 
itarratioo  if  this  industry  were  suppressed, 
or  even  curtailed, 

(c.)  The  profits  ars  not  so  great  to  Ibe 
owuen  •«  is  supposed,  but  ibe  people  benefit 
all  tbe  same,  and  the  Govemmenl  has  thus 
a  most  magnificent  system  of  out-door  relief 
for  ill  poor,  with  all  risks  taken  and  tbe 
capital  found. 

4.  French  Inler/ereHce. — There  is  only 
one  factory  on  the  whole  coast  which  can 
possibly  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  tem- 
porary fishing  rights  of  the  French.  Il  is 
situated  on  "Two-Hill  Point,"  inside  Port 
tiannders,  and  it  has  been  in  the  babit  of 
purchasing  lobsters  from  (he  local  fishermen 
wbo  set  tlieir  traps  in  the  bays  and  nlon^  tbe 
shore,  practically  from  Gargamelle  Cove  to 
about  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  Mai  Bay. 

(a.)  Part  of  the  coasl  thus  fished  is  nn- 
donblndly  used  by  the  men  from  the  French 
rooms  at  Pon-au-Cfaoix,  Barbese,  and  Savage 
Inland  to  seine  and  bar  herring  for  bait,  but 
only  nt  certain  times  and  in  certain  places, 
notably  Keppel  Harbour,  in  June  and  July. 

(6.)  It  was  the  bad  arrangement  of  the 
manager  and  the  local  Bsbennen  in  teiting 
their  trap*  after  tbe  arrival  of  the  French- 
men which  gave  Captains  Belio  and  VillsJa 
(agCQts  for  Augnste  Lemoine  and  Guibert  et 
Fib)  an  apparent  ground  for  complaining 
"that  the  cages  along   the  shore  from  Mai 


Bay  to  Point  RIche  prevent  them  f^m 
provisioning  Ihemselve^  with  bait  on  tlia 
appearance  of  the  various  schools  of  herring, 
capelin,  squid.  Sic.,  during  the  fishery  sea.toD, 
Rod  that  when  they  attempt  to  seine  for  bait 
gave  them  an  excuse  for  couipleinl  that  their 
netd  are  dekCroyed," 

(c.)  The  justice  of  their  demand  was  so 
far  allowed  this  season  by  yon,  that  the 
Ssherme:i  who  supply  the  Port  Saunder* 
factory  were  limited  to  a  very  small  lobster 
area,  and  the  harbours  and  bays  complained 
of  were  prohibited. 

((f.)  Notwithstanding  this  prohibition,  I 
have  been  able  to  ascertain  that  since  your 
order  tbe  bays  in  question  have  not  been 
fished  by  the  French  for  bait. 

(e.)  The  real  reasons  why  Caplaius 
Belin  and  Viltala  wish  to  prevent  the  fisher- 
men who  trap  for  this  factory  from  setting 
their  traps  are  :  — 

(I.)  Personal  animosity  to  Mr.  Shearer, 
the  manager,  the  remon  for  which  is  difficult 
to  arrive  at,  bat  il  vas  In  connection  with  the 
pui-chase  ot  bait. 

(3.)  If  they  could  get  tbis  bctory  cbsed, 
tbey  would  be  enabled  to  feed  their  own  ^atl 
boiling-houtes  at  a  cheap  rate,  throogh  the 
flshemien  who  work  on  the  prohibited  coast, 
and  possibly  set  up  themselves  at  Port 
Saunders. 

</.)  The  lobster  factory  at  Port  Saunders 
is  unfortunately  situated,  in  so  far  that  it  is 
about  10  milea  from  the  Frencb  rooms  at 
Port-au-Choii ;  but  (hrre  is  no  just  reason 
for  closing  it,  and  under  proper  restrictions, 
which  could  be  regulated  annually  by  tbe 
west  coast  ship  or  senior  officer,  there  can  be 
no  possible  giound  for  complwnt  on  the  part 
ot  tbe  Frf  nch. 

(_g.)  In  September  this  year  Mr.  Shearer 
pulled  doim  half  of  bis  canning  buildings, 
and  traosplButed  them  to  tbe  north  of  Castors 
Ktver,  a  place  not  fished  at  present,  leaving 
sufficient  sheds  at  Port  Ssunders  to  carry  on 
the  industry  on  a  reduced  scale  suitable  to 
tbe  curtailed  lobster  fishing-ground. 

3.  Incompliancewlth your  Memorandum 
dated  (he  10th  June  1383,  I  have  carefully 
investigated  the  Black  Duck  Brook  (Ko.  8 
on  Chart)  trawl  cutting  case  (yidt  special 
letter  No.  3  of  the  3£nd  June)  ou  the  18th 
and  IBth  Jane.  There  is  not,  and  cannot  be, 
any  just  complaint  against  this  factory  j  but 
on  my  last  visit  Mr.  Hallihurtoo  told  me,  in 
conversation,  that  he  intended  to  move  north 
of  Bonne  Bay  early  next  aeaion. 

(a.)  No  other  factory  on  the  went  coast 

in  any  way  interfere  with  their  Treaty  rights, 
and  none  other  has  ever  been  complained  of. 
6.  After  the  mott  careful  and  repeated 
inspection  of  the  west  coast  from  Cape  Ray 
to  Cape  Norman,  the  conviction  has  been 
toreeduponme  that  thewboleiale  closing  of 
tbe  British  lobster  Glories,  and  tbe  suppres- 
sion of  tbit  great  industry,  because  "  tbe  only 
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tiTO  French  Una*,  Aagn*t«  ond  Ansiole 
Lemo'iDc,  and  Guibert  FiIb.  of  St.  M^lo, 
empln^ing  AIO  flubennen,"  «bo  SAi  tbie 
cnuit,  complain  tbat  they  at«  hindered  iu 
obtiinint;  hail  Ht  one  ipot  (they  themseWca 
baTiiif;  Toar  lobater  ftctoriei  woritina;),  would 
be  aa  ernel  a«  it  would  be  uajuaiiSable  on  (he 
pnrt  ot  these  two  Sttm  to  demand  it. 

7.  Your  thorough  knowledge  of  thii  eotRt 
will,  I  Tenture  Ui  hope,  enable  jou  lo  beat 
ue  ont  in  mj  atatpm«Q(,  that  thnu  eziit  at 
ihii  moment  fixed  (etilemenlit  and  fixed 
fishery  eotabliBhinenls  all  along  the  line  of 
coast  from  Cape  Ray  lo  Cape  St.  John,  on 
which  the  Krenrh  rights  extend,  and  not  only 
do  they  exial  without  protest,  bat  with  even 
greater  barmoiiy  than  is  utiuil  between  rival 
selllements  of  ihe  same  nationality. 

<a.)  Accoiding  tn  the  present  policy  and 
manner  of  workinx  the  fiNiery  on  the  went 
const,  these  settlements  are  permitted  and 
recigniied  where  ihej  do  not  interrnpt  by 
their  competition  the  fishery  of  the  French, 
and  should  there  h«  any  eomplaint  as  lo  any 
paniciilar  lettlement  or  locality,  it  is,  by  your 
mttnictions,  reported  lo  you,  and  dealt  with 
ou  its  individual  merits. 

(i.)  Tins  manner  of  treating  the  Gsbny 
settlemenu  baa  been  this  season,  by  your 
orders,  extended  to  ibe  lobster  factories,  aud 
I  would  advocate,  with  alt  the  fervour  at  «y 
commtwd,  that  Her  Majesty's  Oovernment 
sanction  this  means  of  dealing  with  tbe 
difficulty  caused  by  the  unreasouabte  demand 
of  Ihe  French  to  crush  ■  thriving  industry 
on  a  itarviug  coast,  where  it  in  oo  poasibfe 
way  interferes  by  competition  witb  their 
fishermen. 

B.  1  have  prepared  the  •eeompaoying 
Chart  in  order  to  show  clearly  the  position  of 
the  factories  with   reference  to  the  French 

9.  Clote  SftuoH.-^-l  am  informed  that 
the  Legislature  of  Nowfonndlaud  contemplate 
a  close  season  from  the  end  of  July,  and  I 
would  beg  to  point  out  that  between  die  third 
week  in  July  aod  tbe  tbii4  week  in  August  (he 
lobsters  go  through  a  process  of  changing 
shells,  during  which  time  they  lay  by,  and  do 
not  craw]  into  tbe  traps,  and  if  caught  are 
thrown  back,  but  after  the  20th  to  25lb  AiiguKt 
they  come  on  strong  during  September  and 
October,  which,  except  for  tbe  wealher,  ure 
the  two  best  monlhii  of  the  year, 

10.  If  tbe  factories  are  closed  either  at 
(he  end  of  July  or  August,  it  will  not  be 
wiirth  while  to  open  them  at  all.  They  open, 
as  a  rule,  on  ibe  8th  to  12ih  June,  and  close 
during  October,  (he  ice  period  eslablisfaing  a 
cbse  season  of  its  own. 


EnclosBre  » in  Ko.  12S. 

Mtmorandiim. — (Firfe  aceompanning  Chart.') 

No.1.  CodBoj,owiiedby Mr.McDougsl, 

is  the  most  southern  factory  on  that  part  of 

the  coast   where   (be    French  have    certain 
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Treaty  right*  of  SgbJDg.     It  was  eloied  od 
■ccooDt   of   bad    weatlier    aad   icarcity    of 

Nu.  S.  Next  ID  order,  ^iug  noitb,  ib  a 
faotorj  owned  by  Mr.  E.  I^ronz,  Intder,  of 
S«iid;  Poiat,  Bay  of  St  Geor([e,  a  FreDchman 
wbo  left  hii  coautry  to  evade  coDicriptioii , 
and  became  a  native  of  NewfonndlaDd ;  be 
«mploji  about  thirty  hand*  at  the  highlandB 
near  Cape  Aaguille,  aud  is  doing  birly  veil. 

No.  3.  A  few  miles  to  the  nortbirard 
afcain  Mr.  C.  R-  Bishop,  trader  and  postmaster 
of  Sandy  Point,  has  a  fiictory  at  Ciabb*  Brook 
on  about  the  lame  seals. 

No.  4.  At  Sandy  Point,  belongs  to 
Mr.  E.  Iieioui,  employs  about  twenty  bands. 
This  factory  does  not  open  until  after  the 
herring  and  the  French  schooners  have  left 
Flat  Bay. 

No.  5.  On  the  sonth  side  of  Flat  Bay, 
belongs  to  Mr.  N.  Butt,  trader,  a  Dative  of 
Sandy  Point ;  he  employs  about  ttrenty  hands, 
and  does  Dot  open   until   after  the  French 

No.  8.  The  Gravels,  Bay  of  St.  George, 
owned  bj  Messes.  Abbott  and  Hill,  natives 
of  Newfoundland.  They  were  obliged  to 
close  at  tbe  end  of  July  owine  to  scarcity  of 
lobsters,  having  litde  more  than  paid  their 
expenses. 

No.  T.  Cape  George.  This  foctoij  also 
belongs  to  Messrs.  Abbott  aod  Bill;  tbe 
fishiag-ground  is  verj  open,  and  eipostrd  to 
tbe  south-west  gales,  but  has  made  a  fair 
profit. 

No.  8.  Blaek  Du«k  Brook,  or  Sboal  Cove 
Factory,  owned  by  Mr.  James  Baird,  of 
St.  John's,  Newfoandland.  I'be  fishermen 
who  supply  it  Ssb  tbe  outer  coast  of  Look 
Point,  Port-B-Port,  and  are  also  at  the  mercy 
of  ihe  weather.  The  French  from  Bed  Island, 
18  miles  away,  complain  that  the  trapa  off 
Shoal  Cove  interfered  with  their  seining  For 
herring,  and  they  landed  at  Black  Duck  Brook, 
and  cut  some  of  the  trawls.  Their  complaint 
was  proved  to  be  ridiculons,  snd  I  am  io- 
formed  they  were  puDished  for  tbe  outrage 
committed.  The  manager,  Mr.  John  Hal- 
Uhnrlon,  informed  me  be  would  move  further 
north  next  Eeason. 

No.  9.  The  GrnveU.  Port-i-Port,  U  also 
owned  by  Mr.  James  Baird.  Cans  uilmon 
and  lobsters.  It  is  situated  on  the  inside  of 
the  Gravels,  and  fishes  the  harbour  of  I'ort-^- 
Port.    They  bod  a  fairly  good  season. 

No.  10.  Middle  Point,  Port-i-Port.  This 
fsctory  is  in  ruins,  and  need  no  longer  be 
taken  into  account. 

No.  11.  hong  Point.  This  factory  is 
owned  by  Mr.  J.  Cairns,  of  I'rince  Edward 
Island.  He  employs  about  sixty  men,  but 
does  not  open  until  after  tbe  departure  of  two 
schooners  frou  Ked  Island,  who  leave  towards 
the  end  of  June. 

No.  12.  Broad  C^ove  Bluff  Head,  alfo 
owned  by  Mr.  J.  Cairns,  has  done  well,  bot 
Ml  quite  as  well  as  in  I8S7. 


No.  13.  Bay  of  Islands.  This  &otory  la 
situated  on  the  eastern  extremity  of  Wood 
Island,  and    is    owned  by    Mr.   Carter,  au 

enterprising  resident  of  .     They  have 

only  canned  half  the  number  of  cases  that 
they  reached  in  1887. 

No.  14.  Bay  of  IsinndB,  also  on  Wood 
Island,  in  Tbibaut  Cove.  A  Mr.  Seville  is 
macaging  for  a  Halifax  firm ;  this  is  thtir 
first  year,  aod  they  have  done  litde  more  than 
pay  expenses. 

Ko.  15.  Bay  of  Illsoda,  Liverpool  CoTC. 
This  factory  aUo  belongs  to  Mr.  Carter.  It 
was  opened  for  a  short  lime  in  18M7,  but  did 
not  pay,  and  was  again  tried  in  July  this 
year,  with  do  better  result.  1  donbt  its  being 
opined  again. 

No.  16,  Bay  of  Islands.  Lark  Hirbonr, 
owned  by  Mr.  Fotsey,  from  Grand  Bank. 
It  was  burned  down  last  year,  but  rebuilt 
before  the  commencement  of  this  season, 
during  wblcb  it  has  done  fairly  well. 

No.  17.  Bay  of  Island*.  North  side 
Crabbs  Brook,  owned  by  Messrs.  Stnbb  anil 
Roach,  the  former  from  St.  John's.  They 
are  outfitted  and  send  all  their  cans  to 
Halifax.  It  is  feared  that  the  firm  who  fit 
them  out  may  fail. 

No.  IS.  Outside  Bay  of  Islands,  near 
North  Head,  known  as  Shoal  Point,  also 
owned  by  Messrs.  Stabb  and  Roach.  As  is 
the  case  with  almost  all  the  1ob*t«r  fishing, 
they  have  the  advantage  of  the  sea  EshlDg 
and  quantity  of  lobsters,  with  (he  disadvan- 
tage of  being  opeu  to  ail  weather.  They  find 
that  they  are  obliged  to  get  Nova  Seotian 
fishermen  for  the  rougher  portions.  I  was 
oblised  to  find  fault  with  No,  IB  on  aceonnt 
of  trie  accumulation  of  oSal  on  the  beach, 
and  the  overcrowding  of  the  girls'  shed,  but 
I  am  glad  to  report  that  on  my  second  visit 

1  observed  that  both  these  &ults  bad  been 
remedied. 

No.  19,  Woody  Point,  Bonne  Bay,  owned 
by  Messrs.  Payiant  and  Fraser,  of  Halifax. 
This  is  one  of  the  mast  complete  and  well- 
built  factories  on  the  coast.  It  is  situated  in 
the  middle  of  tbe  large  fixed  fishing  settle- 
ment of  Woody  Point,  and  with  Ihe  aid  of 
three  small  hired  schooners  fishes  the  coast 
from  Bonne  Bay  northwards,  and  what  they 
can  take  inside,  which  gels  yearly  leas.  They 
nre  not  doing  so  well  this  year,  owing  lo 
traps  being  three  years  old.  They  take  2011 
tons  of  wood  aunuilly  from  natives  at  about 

2  dollars  a  cord,  thus  giving  ninter  employ- 
ment. They  are  the  only  firm  who  varnish 
and  label  their  cans  on  tne  spot.  A  large 
schooner  belonging  to  tbe  firm  runs  between 
Halifax  and  Ihe  bctories. 

No,  ao.  Sally  Point  lies  between  Bonne 
Bay  aod  St.  Paul's  Bay.  It  has  only  been 
erected  this  year,  but  should  do  well  in  1869. 
Owners,  Messrs.  Payiant  and  Frazer. 

No.  31.  St.  Paul's  Bay.  This  also 
beloDgn  lo  M^s^rs,  Payiant  and  Fraier,  and 
has  taken  more  lobster*  than  any  other  factory 
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fa  the  coast  thii  teuon.  '  When  tbei«  »re  too 
maaj'  here  th«  aurplue  ii  sent  to  Bonne  Bbj. 

No.  23.  Cow  Head,  belongi  to  Meeart. 
Tajkir  ani]  Cooper,  of  SL  John's  and  Halifax. 
Tbey  are  also  doing  irelt. 

No.  S3.  Cow  Cove.  T  wa<  unable  to  land 
eitber  time  1  called  owing  to  heavy  sea,  but 
facloiy  reported  to  be  doinf;  well. 

No.  34.  Port  Saunders,  belongs  to 
Mesin.  Shearer  and  Foreiit,  of  Halifax.  ThiB 
is  the  only  factory  of  which  the  French  con 
have  anj  reaiton  to  complain  (vide  General 
Kemarki).  Thej  have  loxt  monej'  no  it  Ibis 
year,  but  next  seiiBoa  it  will  be  workeil  on  a 
reduced  Kale   suitable  to  the   fiaheiy  area 

No.  2S.  St.  Margaret's  Baj.  This  bay 
has,  up  till  now,  been  fiiihed  bj  Messrs. 
.Shearer  and  Forest  for  theiritri);  Bay  factory, 
bat  Ibis  year  Mr.  Chetwynd,  ol  HuliFax,  ba» 
built  a  bclory,  and  is  fiabing  concurrently 
with  them.  There  are  at  present  plenty  of 
I'.biten. 

No.  Sd.  Brig  Baj.  Belongs  to  Meisr*. 
Shearer  and  Forest,  and  is  the  beet  con- 
ducted and  most  payinjc  factory  on  ihe  coast, 
averaging  B.OOO  lobsters  a  day  during  the  best 
part  of  the  season,  one  day's  eatoh  being 
canned  before  leaving  off  vorh  on  the  Dext. 

No.  37.  Current  Island,  owned  by  Mr. 
Chetwynd  j  has  been  erected  this  season  on 
tbe  mainland  jost  inside  Current  Island. 
Fishes  in  Genevitvi;  Buy ;  will  probably  do 


ti.>d   hy  valkia; 


well  next  year.    Can  be   » 
four  miles  fnitn  St.  Barl>«'8. 

No.  SB.  Salmon  River,  St.  Genevi^ie 
Bay.  A  saaU  factory  owned  by  Me«Hs. 
Kvane  and  Hatthewa,  of  HaJtf^x.  Tfaey  will 
probably  increase  their   «calo    ot   opentiom 

No.  39.  St.  Batbe'B  Bay,  beloog»  to 
Messrs.  Shearer  and  Foreat ;  u  the  oldet 
factory  on  the  coa:<I,  having  been  worked  for 
li  years  ;  was  cloned  last  j-eatr.'but  baa  paid 
fairly  well  this  season. 

Besides  the  above,  there  nre  facforiM 
abont  to  start,  which  will  probablj  be  in 
working  order  by    tbe    Wpaolag    of    next 


Point 

(3.)  Mr.  Le  Graudais,  along  the  HiFli- 
lands,  between  Capii  Auguille  and  Sandy 
Point. 

The  portions  of  the  coast  marked  tTlTt 
in  the  Chart  are  occupied  by  the  French  pet- 
iiiaDcntlyduriu|r  the  fishing  season.  The  por- 
tions merked  M=  st«  where  the  French  fish 
during  a  small  period  of  the  Feamn  ;  all  the 
remainder  is  open  to  British  enterprise. 

(Signed)       CHi.KLBe  Campdkix, 
Cuptain. 
(See  p.  S58.> 
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Enclosure  IS  in  No.  136. 
Captain  CawpMl  to  Captain  Hamond. 

(ExtTBL-t.) 

Lily,  at  ChiDiiel,  NewfoaodUnd, 
October  10,  1888. 
In  compl'soee  vith  mj  aailing  orders 
of  Ibe  S9tli  Auf(uii,  with  reference  to  the 
Icbbter  ficioriei  estnblUbed  b;  the  Frereh 
OQ  the  veM  coMt  of  Newfoupdland,  1  have 
the  honour  to  report  ag  follows  ;  — 

Five  year*  ago  a  small  lioitiufr-ahed  wa« 
set  op  on  the  right-hand  side  ge\mg  snt  of 
Port-au-Choii,by  GuibertetFils,  of  St.  Pierre 
and  St .  Malo  ;  tins  were  imported  from  France, 
and  an  altempt  was  made  to  copj  the  loblter 
cnonitiK  at  that  lime  id  full  sniof  at 
St.  Burbe's  aod  BriK  Ba;.  [By  English 
factories. — Bicbd.  U.  HanioDd.] 

One,  two,  or  three  boals,a<  thej  conid  be 
spared  from  (he  cod  fishery,  were  emplojed 
to  catch  lobsters,  and  the  case*  were  t&ken 
to  France  on  the  retnm  of  the  brigs  and 
schooners. 

Not  to  be  outdone,  Angnite  Lemoioe 
started  a  similar  caUblishment  on  their  side 
of  Port-aa-Cboix  Harbour,  on  about  the  same 
scale,  capable  of  canning  300  caws  a  jear  at 
thnr  best. 

They  fish  along  the  coast  from  Point 
Eiche  to  old  Port-an-Choii. 

The  following  year  Aoatole  Lemtune, 
who  fi^bea  Si.  John's  Islands,  erected  a  small 
boiling-house  on  the  left  bank  going  into 
Besmxris  Bay,  and  started  canning  there,  and 
Captain  DameroD,  of  the  barque  Paget,  ss 
his  agent,  built  a  roofed  shed  at  the  head  of 
Old  Port-au-Cboii. 

This  roof  bting  contrary  to  Treaty,  was 
removed  by  order  of  the  French  "  Chef  de 
DiiisioD  Xavale,"  and  only  the  skeleton  now 
remains,  bul  Captain  Dameron  removed  with 
bis  roof  10  Barred  Bay,  Si.  John's  Island, 
where  his  barque,  the  Paget,  was,  and  is  still 
moored,  and  the  only  building  which  can  be 
termed  a  lobiter  factory  wus  erected. 

The  following  year  bricks  and  mortar 
were  brought  from  France,  and  a  permanent 
flore  udded  lo  the  factory. 

llic  Pagti  and  crew  from  this  date  de- 
voted their  time  to  the  lobster  industry, 
iis-'istcd  bv  snme  of  (he  local  fiihenncn,  aod 
a  few  foreign  girls,  wbo  pack  the  cans. 

The  Barred  Bny  factory  is  the  only 
French  fnclory  on  this  const  doing  real  lobster 
busiiiees,  and  this  year  it  baa  reached  1,600 

Taking  into  consideration  tlie  increased 
eipenses  of  main  mining  the  I'«;r(  and  crew, 
bringing  out  stores,  &c.,  the  profit  fnr  168B 
may   have  reached   £4t>U,  but  certainly  not 


It  is  bnilt  contrary  to  Treaty  rijclila. 
as  reported  in  my  special  letter  of  the 
24ili  July. 

On  the  4th  September,  whan  bidding  me 
good-bye  at  Port  Sannders,  Commander  Re- 
cnloul,  of  the  aviso  transport  Drae,  in- 
formed me  that  he  WM  the  bearer  of  ordna 
to  Captain  Dameron  to  Temove  the  coirngatrd 
iron  roof  and  permanent  bailding,  bat  a  fort- 
night after  the  French  ships  of  mr  had 
sailed  from  St.  Pierre  far  Fnmoe,  and  a  few 
days  belbre  Captain  Dameron's  departure,  I 
made  a  special  visit  to  Bart«d  Bay,  and  fbosd 
that  there  had  been  no  atteration  made,  Dettl>«r 
did  there  appear  to  be  any  intention  of  cany- 
ing  out  the  orders  I  bad  been  assured  w«re 
given. 

I  venture  to  hope  I  may  be  perniitted.  to 
point  out,  as  is  clearly  proved  by  the  accom- 
panying statiatical  tables,  showing  Britirb 
take  as  37,8))0  caaes,  as  against  Frencb  8,500. 
that  whereas  the  aoppressiim  of  Ibe  Fr«Dcfa 
lobater  fitctories  would  scarcely  affect  the 
Brolhera  Lrmoine  or  Goibert  Fils.  let  alinw 
France,  the  auppreasion  of  tlie  British  fac- 
tories would  renew  the  fearful  miaerj  ao  oRen 
and  BO  strongly  represented  by  the  British 
naval  officers  who  have  had  charge  of  the 
fishery  on  this  coast,  which  misery  it  now 
so  hsppiiy  averted   by   the   apparently  ever- 


It  would,  therefore,  be  a  heavy  si 
on  our  ))ert  to  remove  the  lobster  faetories 
along  the  wesi  coast,  in  order  to  prevent  these 
two  firms  from  canning  3,500  eases  of  labMeri 

Ser  annum,  and  I  doubt  if  they  will  do  that 
>r  long. 

If  I  might  venture  to  snggest  a  line  of 
policy  with  reference  to  the  Frencb  lobster 
fsctories,  it  would  be  to  recognise  them  under 
certain  condilions  and  laws  for  their  guidance, 
and  obtain  an  equivalent  conceuion  in  return. 
I  can  scarcely  think  they  would  do  more 
harm  to  our  interests  thim  a  French  firm 
setting  up  business  in  London  would  Ki  its 
ordinary  rivals  in  trade. 

Then  let  the  captains  of  Her  Majesty's 
cmieers  deal  with  individual  caf«s  with  refer- 
ence to  British  factories  as  they  occur,  for- 
warding reports  as  heretofore,  and  await  the 
reduction  or  abolition  of  the  bounty,  which  is 
inevitable  as  soon  aa  the  French  nation  be- 
come aware  of  that  whieh  is  aintady  known  tr> 
their  naval  officers,  via.,  that  Ibe  fisbenneii 
bred  on  the  banks  and  ehoros  of  Kewfonndland 
are  next  to  useless  in  a  modem  iroootad. 


feel  coniideni  that  the  poor  success  of  those 
existing  will  not  encourage  a  fresh  outlay  of 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

ST.  PIERRE  AND  MIQUELON,  THE  FRENCH  COLONY. 

The  French  Empire  in  North  America,  once  a  magnificent  dommion 
that  extended  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to-day  con- 
sislB  of  a  small  cluster  of  islanflB  off  the  south  coast  of  Newfoundland. 


From  a  ptiolciiraph. 

MiqueloD,  the  largest  of  the  group,  has  a  few  fishermen  and  farmers,  but 
no  harbour;  all  the  intei'est  in  the  little  archipelago  centres  in  the  port 
iind  town  ot  St.  Pierre,  a  bustling  little  seaport,  a  lively  little  Fiunco- 
American  town,  conttuniug  a  mixed  population  of  about  six  thousaud 
resident  inhabitants.  It  is  like  a  bit  of  Old  France  tran^^ported  to  the 
New  World  the  creaking  ox-cart,  the  click  of  the  sabot  on  the  ilt- 
constructed   trottoir,   the   Breton,  Basque,  and  apple-cheeked  Gorman 
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women,  the  patois,  the  French  windows,  the  gsy  colours,  and  last  of  all 
the  fanfare  of  the  bugle  as  the  town  crier  proclaims  at  each  corner  of 
the  streets  and  squares,  after  a  preliminary  blast  of  the  trumpet,  that 


M,  Solomon  will  sell  some  "  bonnes  vacbes  a  lait "  at  the  Quai  de  la 
Honcifire  punctually  to-mon-ow  at  ten  o'clock — all  these  varied  sights 
and  scenes  remind  us  of  La  Belle  France. 
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The  history  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  is  a  Bcnall  fragment  of  tbe 
history  of  France,  a  Liliputian  reproduction  of  that  ancient  and  tragic 
story.  The  little  island  lias  had,  like  the  mother  country,  its  Revolution, 
its  Reign  of  Terror,  its  Tree  of  Liberty,  its  Jacobin  Club,  and  under  the 
Empire  a  miniature  coup  iffitat ;  all,  however,  was  on  a  veiy  small  scale, 
a  veritable  tempest  in  a  teapot.  The  diminutive  French  colony  in 
Newfoundland  has  suffered  most  extraordinary  vicissitudes  of  fortone, 
and  it  speaks  volumes  for  French  enterprise  and  energy  that,  after  all  its 
disasters  by  fire  and  foe,  it  is  to-day  as  gay,  brilliant,  and  as  bustling  a 
little  seaport  as  exists  in  the  world,  of  its  size. 

The  early  history  of  St.  Pierre  is  embraced  in  the  history  of  New- 
foundland ;  it  was  frequented  by  Bretonp  and  Normans  early  in  the  six- 
teenth century,  and  later  on,  from  about  1545,  by  the  Biscayans.  In  the 
list  of  Newfoundland  harbours  coatained  in  tbe  records  of  San  Sebastian, 
the  name  of  the  island  is  given  in  the  French  form  Pierre,  and  not  i» 
the  Spanish  Pedro,  which  appears  to  afford  unmistakable  evidence  that 
it  was  first  so  named  by  French  fishermen ;  it  is  mentioned  by  Cartier, 
and  in  several  of  the  early  English  voyages ;  Capuin  Rice  Jones  fishe<i 
there  iu  1594.  Its  commodious  inuer  harbour  and  convenient  situation 
early  attracted  the  attention  of  the  ship  fishermen — English,  French,  and 
Biscayans :  it  was  not  formally  taken  possession  of  by  the  French  until 
after  their  arrival  in  Placentia  in  1662,'  and  it  appears  veiy  doubtful 
whether  it  was  ever  permanently  lobabited  until  about,  the  end  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  There  was  a  small  fort  at  St  Kerre,  mounting 
six  guns,  which  was  destroyed  in  1702  by  Captain  Leake,  R.N.,  but  it 
is  probable  that  St.  Pierre  was  only  occupied  by  the  French  in  tbe 
same  way  that  St.  Mary's,  Colinet,  and  a  number  of  other  places  were, 
that  is,  simply  as  summer  fishing  stations.  When  all  the  French 
inhabitants  in  Newfoundlund  were  compelled  to  leave  in  1713,  vaAa 
the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  official  return  shows  only  one  hundred  and 
eighty  persons. 

From  1713  to  1763  St.  Pierre  and  Miqueton  remained  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  English.  The  earliest  reference  we  have  to  the  islands,  after 
they  pasned  into  the  English  possession,  occurs  in  1714,  when  WilliaD' 
Cleeves,  the  first  English  fishing-ndmiral  of  St.  Peter's,  complained  that 
Captain  Tavemer  charged  the  French  like  Beloran,  who  had  take" 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  fees  for  surveying  their  rooms,  and  also  took  bribes 
of  salt,  fish,  wine,  and  brandy.  Tavemer  was  originally  a  Newfound'aiw 
flsherman,    Wine  was  so  cheap  in  those  days  that  tbe  Newfonudlann 

'  Charlevoix  lajB,  •'  Gsrgot,  tie  first  Govemoc  of  PlaceatU,  ma  ippoiDlcd  b  !6W>  ** 
did  not  oblniu  poueisioD  until  IGei!." 
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fiBbermen  complained  bitterly  that,  in  the  purchase  of  salt,  for  eveiy  tea 
bogslieads  they  were  obliged  also  to  take  a  butt  of  wine. 

The  islands  remained  in  English  pjsseasion  fur  fifty  years.  By  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  in  1763,  they  were  given  to  France  to  serve  a6  a  port  of 
refuge  for  her  fishermen  ;  the  history  of  the  negotiations  concerning  this 
retrocession  will  be  found  in  the  portion  of  this  histoiy  relating  to  that 
Treaty.^ 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  thesie  colonies  had  then  been  for  half 
a  century  the  permanent  home  of  a  considerable  English  population. 
The  Imperial  Government  were  well  acquainted  with  the  immense 
value  of  St.  Pierre  as  a  fishing  station,  and  especially  as  head  quartt-rs 
for  the  Baok  fishery.  They  were  also  well  aware  that  its  dangerous 
proximity  to  Newfoundland  rendered  it — as  Lord  Chatham  declared — a 
constaat  menace  to  our  Colony,  Notwithstanding  these  facts,  under 
this  disgraceful  treaty  of  1763,  the  rights  of  the  Colonists  and  the 
property  of  the  permanent  Ejiglish  settlers  at  St.  Pierre  were  rutlilessly 
sacrificed. 

The  extraordinary  story  of  the  alleged  murder  of  McKeown  and 
his  crew  at  Miquelon,  given  in  the  following  despatch  of  Governor 
Lawrence,  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  Governor  Webb,  of  Newfoundland,  in 
1759,  sheds  some  light  on  the  social  condition  of  the  quondam  French 
islands  during  thia  period  of  English  occupation,  from  1713  to  1763. 
It  wa?  very  much  like  an  ordinary  Newfoundland  outport  settlement  of 
the  period,  the  substantial  planters  all  kept  public  houses.  The  story 
of  the  murder  is  of  the  most  vague  indeBnite  character  ;  tliere  was  no 
legal  evidence  against  Shaughroo  and  his  companions,  nor  was  the 
matter  ever  fully  investigated ;  we  can  see  tliat  the  accusation  arose  out 
of  a  drunken  quarrel,  Euid  reading  between  the  lines  we  easily  perceive 
the  inveterate  hostility  existing  between  the  Protestant  Jerseyman, 
Ekiward  Grandy,  and  the  Wast-country  planter,  Mr.  Thomas  Header, 
and  his  Iriuh  servants,  Shaughroo,  Curtis,  and  Molloy : — 

"  Hallifas,  25  Sep.  1769. 

"  The  DepoBition  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Sow&rd  of  Old  York  taken  before  Comtuiiler 
Crawlej  One  of  His  Majeetye  Jnaticts  of  the  peace  for  ye  County  of  Hallifas. 

"  Thia  Deponent  being  duly  sworn  eayeth  that  about  a  month  ago  he  was  at 
St.  Peters  in  Newfoundland,  when  he  heard  Mr.  Edw^  Grandy  of  St.  Petera 
Declair  that  he  was  afraid  Mr.  McKowing  and  his  veBaels  crew,  which  was  ca«t 
Bway  upon  the  Island  of  Mechlin  was  murdered  by  JamoB  Shockney  &  Oo.  Upon 
their  coming  ashore  in  a  boat  from  the  vessel  after  she  was  cast  away  and  likewiBe 
that  it  naa  ye  common  talk  of  the  Irhabitants  of  St.  Petera,  that  eorae  of 
Shockneys  people  when  in  liqnor  had  at  several  times  told  of  the  Haid  talk  and  that 
thia  Deponent  farther  sayeth,  that  ye  said  Sbockneys  said  tu  him  that  he  bad  a 
sait  of  clothes  which  he  Took  oat  of  a  Trnnk  not  much  damaged  that  belonged  to 

'  Seepp.  aiS,  313. 
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some  of   tbe  QeDtletnen   thai  iraa    cait    awaj  in    that   Tewel    this    deponent 
further  eayoth  tb&t  be  leomt  tbat  one  Oortia  waa  of  tbe  party  concerned  in   ye  b^ 

"  Jer.  Sowerd." 
"  Sworn  before  Com*  Crawley  Halifax. 
"  Tbe  Deposition  of    Juo.  irohQHton,  FiBherman,  taken  before  Commander 
Ci-awley  SS"-  Sept'  1759. 

"  This  Depeuant  being  Daly  Sworn,  8a3^th  that  between  two  &  tbree  jtfontlia 
ago  he  was  DriokJng  at  the  House  of  Ur.  Tbo*  Meadur  in  St.  Peters  Newf^'  in 
company  with  One  Cnrtia  Alius  Conrting,  Joe''  Blake  and  Ja'  Bhocknej, 
when  a  qnarrell  insued  Concerning  Catebing  fiah,  when  Jos'*  Blake  Charg'd 
Curtis  with  Killing  a  Man  in  the  Stern  of  the  Boat  coming  ashore  from  ye  Botrk 
npon  ye  Island  of  Mechling  and  that  tbia  Deponant  farther  eayeth  it  was  ye 
general  talk  npon  ye  Island  that  Joai"  Blake  ahonld  say  that  the  Body  was  Bnrii^ 
in  ye  Sand  in  a  Cove  on  ye  Book  Side  of  Meckling  Island. 

"  Jn" 
"  Tbe  mk  x  of 
"  Johnston." 

"  Swnm  l>cFore  Cora*  Crawley  Halifa:c. 

"  The  Deposition  of  Mr.  E*"  Vtguers,  taken  before  Com*  Crawley  ye  25'* 
Sept'  1759. 

"  This  Deponant  being  Daly  Sworn,  sayeth  that  abont  a  mrintb  ago  he  was  nt 
St.  Peters  in  Nf''!''  when  he  heard  tliat  Jos'*  Blake  shonld  bare  reported  that 
Jam*  Shookney  fird  on  killed  Mr.  Alex'  M'Eowin  in  a  boat  oomiug  ashore 
from  ye  Hock  on  ye  Island  of  Mechling  and  that  James  Curting  had  shot  the 
remainder  of  tbe  people  in  ye  boat  and  this  Deponent  further  saycth  that  he  tras 
informed  tbat  one  IJdmond  Mulloyor  some  sucb  name  Servant  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Meader  had  eharged  one  Edward  Qrandy  of  murdering  one  of  htQ  men  and  offering 
to  show  some  of  ye  company  then  present  where  the  man  was  buried. 

"  Rd.  YierEBs." 

On  the  14th  July  1763,  Baron  de  L'Esperonee,  captain  of 
iiifanhy,  was  given  pOHse^sion  of  the  islands;  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  new  settlers  were  Acadians^  who  had  refused  to  become 
English  subjects.  The  local  catch  of  fish,  from  1765  to  1777,  averaged 
about  six  thousand  quintals  a  year ;  there  being  besides,  according  to 
French  records,  the  fish  caught  by  the  two  hundred  and  twenty  fishing 
ships  from  France  of  twenty-four  thousand  tqpa,  manned  by  eight 
thousand  sailors  and  fishermen.  St.  Pierre,  during  this  period,  carried 
on  a  considerable  contraband  trade,  both  with  Newfoundland  and  tbe 
British  provinces;  numerous  visits  were  paid  to  the  ishuids  to  catch 
these  smugglers,  chiefly  New  Englanders,  but  though  the  clandestine 
trade  in  French  brandies,  wines,  silks,  velvets,  &c.  was  known  to  be 
extensive,  hardly  any  of  the  smuggleis,  Americans  or  Newfoundlanders, 
were  ever  captured  by  the  English  men-of-war. 

The  celebrated  astronomer  Caasini's  account  of  his  voyage  in  1768 
to  St.  Pierre  and  Salee,  in  Africa,  to  make  experiments  on  M.  Le  Roy's 
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chronometers,  is  the  best  contemporaiy  account  of  tbe  island ;  at  the 
time  of  his  ariival  the  Governor  of  St  Pierre  was  M.  Dangeae. 
Caasini  says : — 

"  They  have  fixed  their  dwelbnge  in  &  little  plftin  along  tbe  sea  coast ;  thej  have 
email  garden!;,  where,  with  much  ado,  they  grow  a  few  lettooes  that  never  oome  to 
perfection,  but  which  they  eat  greedily  when  they  are  still  quite  green.  Owing  to 
the  prevention  of  all  interconrBe  with  the  Snglish,  fresh  meat  ia  very  BOarce  ;  if 
by  any  means  an  English  ship  [American  smuggler]  finds  means  to  convey  a  few 
head  of  oxen  or  other  oattle,  it  ia  by  elnding  the  Tigilance  of  a  number  of  vessels 
stationed  there  to  prevent  this  contraband  trade ;  our  arrival  at  St.  Pierre  was 
celebrated  by  the  death  of  a  bullock ;  it  was  the  noblest  reception  they  could 
bestow  upon  .us." 

From  Cassini's  narrative  we  gstlier  that  the  Acadians  soon  became 
dissatisfied  with  St.  Pierre  and  Miqueton  : — 

"  Uany  [he  says]  went  at  first,  but  tbe  difficulty  of  subsisting  in  such  a  barren 
country  eooq  determined  them  to  quit  it;  the  greatest  part  desired  leave  to  remove 
to  France ;  it  was  gi-anted,  but  they  were  no  sooner  there  than  they  regretted  the 
Island  of  St.  Pierre,  and  wanted  to  go  back.  A  corgo  of  nearly  three  hundi-ed 
arrived  there  just  before  us.  Their  unexpechd  return  put  the  Colony  in  some 
confusion ;  tho:<e  who  were  left  behind  had  seized  upon  the  habitations  which  the 
others  bad  forsaken ;  they  bad  pulled  down  some  of  the  wooden  houses,  and  toade 
use  of  tbe  materials.  The  new  comers  were  sent  to  Miquelon,  whiub  with  this 
addition  may  contain  500  or  600  inhabitants,  St.  Pierre  about  half  as  mauy." 

The  Acadians  are  veiy  romantic  figures  in  poetry  and  romance,  but 
both  France  and  England  found  them  most  difficult  and  di-'^reeable 
people  to  manage ;  essentially  farmers,  accustomed  to  the  rich  dyke 
lands  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  a  country  ever  famous  for  its  orchards,  they 
found  themselves  transported  to  a  hopeless  desert  like  St.  Pierre,  a 
barren  rocky  little  islet,  where  nothing  would  grow,  and  where  the 
fishery  was  the  only  possible  occupation  of  the  settlers.  They  bad  not 
the  pluck  and  daring  of  the  Normans,  Bretons,  and  French  Basques,  so 
they  longed  for  France  ;  but  they  found,  alas,  that  even  the  barren  soil 
of  Miquelon  and  St.  Pierre,  with  liberty,  was  preferable  to  the  conditions 
of  a  pensant  under  the  grinding  tyranny  nnd  oppression  that  prevtiUed 
under  Louis  in  1768. 

Cassini  gives  us  an  interesting  account  of  the  French  fishery  as 
carried  on  at  that  time.     He  says : — 

"  The  vessels  destined  for  the  [bank]  fishery  sail  from  Trance  ^m  tbe  end  of 
February  to  the  end  of  April;  happy  those,  however,  who  can  get  there  by  the 
middle  of  April.  From  that  time  until  the  IStb  June  the  fisheryifl  most  plentiful, 
[then]  the  capelin  draw  away  tbe  cod,  who  forsake  the  Grand  Bank  until  tbe 
middle  of  September!  the  fishery  again  in  September  and  October  yields  almost 
as  mnch  as  it  did  in  May  and  Jnne.  Many  ships,  consequently,  go  twice  a  year  to 
the  Qreat  Bank,  and  employ  the  interval  in  retorning  to  France  to  dispose  of  their 
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Qovemov  of  Newfoundland,  captured  the  ialanda  without  even  a  Bhow 
of  resistance.  According  to  liix  instructions,  he  destroyed  all  the 
huildings,  and  deported  to  Fiance  nineteen  hundred  and  thirty-two 
inhabitants — fiiihemien  and  fanners.' 

From  the  records  we  gather  that  during  tlie  various  periods  of 
English  dominion  between  1778  and  1815,  St.  Pierre  contained  a 
mixed  population  of  English  and  French ;  there  were  frequent  dis- 
ordera.  At  the  close  of  tiie  American  War,  most  of  the  inhabitants 
of    Sb   Pierre    and    Miquelon     returned.      One    hundred    and    fifty 


From  Iht  Qraphic, 

residents  came  back  in  1783,  and  immediately  set  to  work  to  restore 
their  buildings,  and  to  prosecute  tlie  fishery ;  even  before  the  foimal 
restitution  the  energetic  French  had  commenced  tbc  fishery.  In  1784 
seven  hundred  and  thii-teen  residents  once  more  inhabited  their  old 
home-s.  The  business  was  prosecuted  with  increased  energy,  as  shown 
by  the  returns ;  three  hundred  and  eighteen  Freuch  vessels,  of  nearly 
thirty-five  thousand  tons,  manned  by  nine  thousand  five  hundred 
hardy  French  mariners  and  fishermen,  carried  on  the  Bank  ond  shore 


'  The  Frecch  accolmt  siys  onlj  (hirtceli  hnDdrviL 
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The  tragic  events  of  1789  found  a  re-echo  in  ttie  little  isle.  The 
great  wave  of  the  Freach  Revolution  waa  felt  even  at  distant  St.  Pierre. 
In  July  of  that  year  tliere  was  a  General  Assembly  and  a.  Committee  of 
T^otables.  Some  of  the  commandants,  strange  to  say,  were  Republicans, 
and  acted  in  common  with  the  Assembly ;  the  first  official  to  proceed  in 
this  remarkable  manner  was  M.  du  Mesnilambert.  acting  Governor,  then 
M.  Dansevilte,  incumbent  since  1785.  The  controltet  and  the  judge  also 
took  part  fn  this  extraordinary  Parliament ;  and  even  the  prefect  apostolic 
seems  to  have  caught  the  Republican  fever.     Meetings  of   the  As.sembly 


were  announced  from  the  pulpit,  and  were  commonly  held  in  the  sacred 
edifice.  M.  Ailain,  the  cur^  of  Miquelon,  was  made  of  sterner  stuflfthan 
the  pliant  prefect.  He  took  no  part  in  these  wild  Jacobin  orgies  and 
t'avesties  of  a  deliberative  assembly ;  in  1789,  when  required  to  take  th* 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Republic,  he  refused  to  swear,  and  sooner  than 
serve  under  the  French  Government,  he  ond  nearly  all  his  fiock  in  Miquelon 
transported  themselves  to  the  Magdulen  Islands,  They  preferred  living 
under  the  English  dominion,  where  they  could  exercise  their  faith  and 
freedom,  to  the  infidel  rule  of  France.  The  renowned  Chateaubriand 
passed  through  St.  Pierre  about  this  period,  and  he  has  given  us,  in  his 
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"  MemoireB  d'outre  Tombe,"  a  graphic  description  of  the  little  French 
colony.' 

la  1792  the  afiairB  of  tlie  island  were  regulated  by  "  The  Aasemhly- 
General  of  the  CommunB  of  St.  Pierre  and  Uiquelon."'  They  met 
sometimes  in  the  church  at  St.  Pierre,  sometimes  in  the  hall  of  Govern- 
ment House.  A  decree  cf  this  Assembly,  dated  13th  January  1792, 
decided  that  its  meetings  should  be  held  under  the  presidency  of 
M.  Danseville,  the  Commandant ;  M.  Bordot,  Interpreter  and  Registrar 
of  the  Admiralty  Court,  and  ex-Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Notables, 
•was  appointed  Secretary-General  of  the  Commune. 

In  Fobruaiy  of  this  year  a  Jacobiu  club  was  formed,  tinder  the 
fantastic  title  of  "  Le  Club  des  Amis  de  la  Constitution  " ;  for  a  short 
time  there  was  a  veritable  reign  of  terror,  and  in  a  riot  caused  by 
inembers  of  the  club,  a  woman  named  Genevieve  Lai-ache  was  killed. 
Order  was  at  length  restored  through  the  firm  and  energetic  action  of 
the  Commandant ;  the  revolutionary  club  was  dissolved,  and  tlte  most 
violent  of  its  members,  in  true  French  fashion,  were  expelled  from  the 
Colony  in  April, 

Following,  in  a  ludicrous  way,  the  example  of  the  Mother  Country, 
ft  Committee  of  Public  Safety  was  formed.  When  M.  Pelegrin, 
Commander  of  the  frigate  Richemond,  arrived  in  July,  he  at  once  put 
an  end  to  some  of  theae  absurd  proceedings.  He  pointed  out  to  the 
Commandant  that  ib  was  ngainst  the  laws  that  he  should  be,  at  one  and 
the  same  time,  Governor  of  tlie  Colony  and  President  of  the  Communal 
Assembly ;  Danseville  accordingly  resigned.  M.  Bordot  was  appointed 
in  his  place,  whilst  Gacliot  was  made  Secretary-General,  There  was 
so'jn  war  between  the  new  officers.  Old  Danseville  had  kept  his  stem 
Republican  hand  on  the  turbulent  Assembly ;  but  when  once  it  waa 
withdrawn,  these  brave  "  citoyens  "  could  do  nothing  but  quarrel.  Tliei-e 
was  an  immeDse  conflict  between  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  ;  never,  in  the 
most  stormy  days  of  the  French  Chamber,  even  in  conflicts  between 
Deroulede  and  Paul  de  Cassagnac,  have  there  been  more  violent  scenes, 
more  vituperatiim,  or  more  rage  and  fury  than  between  Citizen  Bordot 
and  his  opponents.  There  were  resign&tioDS  and  re -appoint  in  cuts,  and 
dissolutions;  everjthing  but  duels.  The  shop  element  was  too  strong 
for  that  last  allemative  of  the  bellicose  Gaul.  A  day  memorable  in  the 
annals  of  Beimblican  St.  Pierre  was  the  8th  of  April  1793  ;  a  big  spruce 
tree  was  transpoited  from  the  opposite  shores  of  Newfoimdiand,  and 
solemnly  planted  in  the  square,  towards  the  seashore,  as  a  "  Ti-ee  of 
Liberty,"  with  all  the  pomp  and  ceremony  the  Colony  could  muster  for 
the  grand  occasion. 


'  Set  \  [Jpendii  (o  Ihi*  chapter. 
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All    this    fantastic   Republican   &rce   and   playing     at    Parliament 
suddenly  came  to  nn  end.     Un  the  Stli  of  Uay  1793  the  I^evpfoDDdlaud 
boats   brought   word   to  the  fire-eating   citizens   that     war     had   bem 
declared  between  France  and  England.     On  the  7th  and    9th  of  May 
there  were  sittings  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Commune,  the    last  of  the 
puny  Republic ;  a  Committee  of  Defence  was  appointed,    oannon  were 
to  be  planted,  and  provisions  procured,  as  their  stock  of  food  was  nearly 
exhausted,  and  the  Colony  was   on  the  brink  of  starvation.      On  the 
14th,  Vice-Admirol  King,  with   two  ships  of  the  line,    three    frigates, 
and      four     other     vessels,    with     troops     under     the      cominaDd    of 
Brigadier-General  Ogilvie,  cnme  into  the  Roads.     St.  Feter'a  and  ail  its 
gallant  citizens  surrendered  without  striking  a  blow ;  all  the  inhabitants, 
fifteen  hundred  and  two  persons,  were  taken  to  Halifax,  N^.S.,  and  from 
thence  sent  to  France.     Some  of  the  unfortunate  Acadians,  by  the  irony 
of  fate,  were  deported  for  the  fourth  time  from  their  homes.      This  time 
St   Pierre   was   not  destroyed   by   the  English ;    it   was    the    French 
Republican  Admiral,  Richery,  after  complete    failure    on    the    New- 
foundland coast,  who  turned   his  guns   against  the   French    buildings 
at  St  Pierre.     Immediately  after  the  departure  of  tiie  French   many 
Newfoundland  families  from  Placentia  and  Fortune  Bay  settled   in  the 
little  French  town.     The  O'Gormans  of  Burin,  Cluetts  and  Grandj*  of 
Fortune  Bay,  lived  there  for  many  years.     Subsequent  to  the  capture 
of  the  island  by  Admiral  King,  Major  Thome,  of  the  4th  Regiment,  was 
left  in  command  of  the  island.     From  Aaron  Thomas,  purser  of  H.M.S. 
Boston,  who  visited  the  island  in  1794,  we  get  a  humorona  account  of  a 
dinner  party  given  by  the  gallant  Governor.* 

'  Botton  Frigale,  St.  Pierrea  Sad  July  Gaietj,  MairimeDt,  &  good  humour. — W*" 
1T94.  We  left  Cabling  Bay,  on  Monday  promiuaiit  id  ibe  couoDiuuice  of  all- — (^ 
SOlh  June  and  Auvbor'd  in  (he  Koad,  before      Sate  Great  George  our  King,  was  repea**" 


the  TowD,  ia  ibe  iHliiod  of  Si.  Fienvs,  or  at  a  number  of  ti 

St.  Felera,  this  afternoon.  &    LojaJly,    were    carried    to    the    extitU"' 

Tlie  Governor  of  St.  Picrres,  Major  {allbo',  by  thu  by,  Tno  of  the  Party,  not  q"" 
Tbonie  of  the  4th  Regiment,  gave  a  Dinner  a  Thousand  Teun  ago,  had  nearly  ben 
to  the  Officers  of  the  BoiIoh,  in  the  late  thromi  out  of  a  window,  for,  favouring  some- 
French  Governors  Houtie,  in  the  Town  of  what  Republieism.) — Bnt  to  do  the  buua<^ 
St.  Pierree,  and  as  there  was  some  siDgularitys  in  a  more  exalted  manner,  all  hands  mu** 
attending  it,  I  noted  a  few  of  them  down.  needs  mount  the  Table,  to  drink.  Success  J" 

It  being  understood  that  it  was  intended,  the  BotloH ,.— llie  Table  waa  so  coier'd  witi 

by  the   BritiHli  Goreinment  to  Evacuule  H  Decanters,    Glasses,    Bottles,    Fruit    Pla<A 

aftenranla  bum   St.   I'ierr*8  so    of    course,  KniTC",  Punch  Bowli,  etc  etc. ; — That  it  "M 

every  Officer,  here,   kept  up,  but  aa   small  a  with   diGcuIty,  a   foot   could  b«    shond  <K>. 

gtook  of  necessarjs,  as  tbe  nature  of  their  But  as  there  is  but  few  enterpriies,  but  "b»' 

situation  would  admit,  amongst  other  articles  the   Brilixb  Army   &  I^ary,  will  overceiW< 

vhieh   muJ>ter'd    short  was    Wine    Glussei,  so  in  this  particular,  all  impediment*,  "" 

Every  House  iu  which  Inhabitanln  were  left  i  soon  overcome,  &  the  Table  was  soon  co^erw 

(for  many  of  the  Fteucb,  had  been  sent  to  with  the  Offleeta  of  Ihe  Navy  &  Annj^'" 

Halifax,)  were  viseleil,  to  procure,  these  useful  Success  to  the  Boilmt,  was  giveo, — And  i"^ 

Vessels,  for  Ibis   Grand  occasion.    The  day  u  each  loaus  Glass,  came  to  his  month, — ' 

came,  Dinner  was  nerved  to  about  30  persons,  Down,  Comes  the  Table. — With  at  terriUc  • 

tbe  Wine  ireot  round  to  a  late  hour,  Jollity,  crash,— as  if  all  thu  Uasts,  of  the  Botton,  1>k 
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In  1802,  by  the  peace  of  Amiens,  St.  Pierre  was  restored  to  Fr^mce, 
but  war  breaking  out  next  year  it  wa3  again  taken  possession  of, 
and  not  finally  restored  until  after  the  final  peace  of  1815.  On 
the  22nd  June  1816,  the  Colonists  returned  to  their  old  home,  con- 
veyed in  the  frigates  La  Caravane  and  La  Salamandye.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  oid  families,  numbering  six  hundred  and  fortj-five  souls, 
re-populated  St.  Pierre.  In  the  same  year  St  Malo  sent  four  thousand 
six  hundred  fishermen  to  try  their  fortune  on  the  perilous  Grand  Bank.^ 

During  the  remainder  of  the  period  of  its  history  there  have  been 
no  wars.  The  little  French  town  has  had  lires  to  contend  with,  not  foes. 
It  has  been  seriously  damaged  by  the  devouring  element  in  1865,  1837, 
and  lastly  in  1879.  It  has  risen  Phoenix-like  from  its  ashes,  and  now 
contains  a   very  considerable    population;    its  fishery   operations   are 


ffone  oyerbosrd  at  Once  1 — Here  wm  curious, 
SpmrliDg.  "  Amongst.  —  broken  Glavnes, 
PUtten,  and  Boltlis.  Bj  the  Mua«  heaiy 
■troke.  All  the  Lights  in  the  room,  were 
exiinftuisbed,  >o  that  the  Cateretrophe,  naa 
'arker,  &  lamentable.  Eack  nun, 


It  being  perfectlj  hiiMdJ'- — And  having 
uiop  of  a  broken  Ola^,  id  his  band,  he 


the 


it,  against  hia  neigbboun  face, 
woonding  one  anolhei  BOme  of  them  thought, 
that  they  had  been  aiidtteDlj  aaiaUed,  by  the 
Enemy,  and  that  a  Shot,  from  a  Cannon; — 
had  npKt  the  Table,  For  they  ciyed  aiood  to 
Arms,— To  Armi.  — To  Annt.  — Beu  To 
AniiB.— I  Gad  thinks  I,  ynu  are  tn  Arms, 
At  Leai.— And  Faces,  too.— For  Old  Nick 
himaelf  would   not  wish,  to  be  in  the  midst 

When  Candles  came,  I  looked  at  them,  & 
Mw  this  heap  of  supeTior  beings,  straggling 
io  fneDdiy,  AgiialioD,  to  regain  their  I^gs. 
Bnt  to  ace  a  Red  Coat  ft  a  Bine  Coat, 
alternately  mOTiog  &  lambling  abual  io  a 
Cluster,  1  could  not  bat  compai«  them,  to  a 
pile  of  Lobsters,  some  alive  and  some  boiled. 

Propper  nssislance  having  arrived,  & 
the  Party  regained  their  Legs  1  need  not 
comment,  on  Che  friendly.  Look,  giren,  to 
one  another  I  —  Two  Companys  of  Ligbt 
InfanlTf,  came  in  and  moved  tfa«  broken 
remnants,  the  wreck  was  soon  cleared. 

Bat  to  the  great  discomfitnre  of  all.  not 
■  wbule  glass  remained  1 — I  mean,  not  only  in 
the  Governors  House,— But  n.4,  in  all  the 
Iiland,— Bowls,  Bottles  &  all,  shared  the  same 
tute. 

It  getting  a  late  hoar  it  was  proposed, 
by  way  of,  Finile. — 1'hal  the  whole  Company 
should  March  (as  well  as  they  could)  In  Pro- 
fession, DramH  k  Fifes,  at  their  head,  round 
tbe  Jtoom  &  Hall,  in  the  Hall,  the  Band  of 
the  It^ment.  had  been  playing  all  the 
Evening.  They  had  been  supplyed,  plen- 
tifully with  Liquir*  and  as  the  Bottles  were 
emptyed,  they,  put  them  under,  their  Table. 


The  Procenaion  oame  nttawares  on  the  Band, 
they  suddenly  mofed  the  Table  for  them  to 
past,  but  in  The  hurry  the  candles  teU  down. 
It  beeame  dark,  the  Table  was  withdrawn, 
bat  tbe  empty  Bottles,  remained.  Pai*n(  Blank 
in  the  way  of  the  Procession.  ^iCaptain 
Johnson  was  the  first  I — Uigbt  in  be  goes 
amongst  the  Bottiea,  be  trod  apon  Ten  or 
Twelve,  but  like  a  true  Hero,  he  did  not  notice 
them,  but  advanrad.  Tlie  rest  of  the  Geatle- 
Dieo  followed  in  Toierable  order  cracking  the 
Flint,  Cutting  their  Shoes,  Cnraing  the  Bottles 
as  they  hunt,  and  asking  if  they  were  full  or 
empty.  One  or  Two  of  the  Kear,  teli  amongst 
tbeiu,  bat  no  serions  mischcife  happened. 

St,  I^errcs  was  the  head  Quarters  of  the 
4th  Kegiment.  All  their  Band  was,  here, 
which  is  a  Capital  one.  It  plajed  all  the 
Evening,  at  intervals.  Drums  &  Fifea.  Our 
OSrers,  on  the  morrow  said. — That. — They 
wcr«  Dramed  Dtnnk. 

Cn  ourreturn  to  the  Ship  which  was  Ute 
at  Night,  tbe  Band  played  for  as  to  the  waters 
edj'e. — bume  were  so  inebrinted.  as  to  get 
up  to  their  Arms,  ia  water,  in  mistaking  the 
Boat  We  got  on  Board  all  safe,  with  the 
Batisfaction,  of  having  left  not  a  single  Wine 
Glass,  within  the  Ooverxiora  Juridiction, 
Nor  one  solitary  Bottle  of  Wine,  in  Major 
Thorn's  Celler. 

1  Fbe-scii  Fisbeiit  of  IBoa, 
It  speaks  volumes  Ibr  the  indomitable 
industry  of  tbe  French  fishermen  that  in 
their  one  year  of  activity  after  tbe  short  peace 
of  Amirns,  1802,  they  were  able  so  quickly  to 
re-organife  their  trade,  to  erect  their  buildingii, 
and  to  carry  on  a  fishery  which,  according  lo 
tbe  returns  given  below,  nhtained  from  the 
English  naval  officers,  and  Mr.  John  Thomey 
of  llarhour  Grace  (who  had  a  fishery  on  the 
north-east  coast),  [!''"^°<^^  ""  ""e  year 
100,000  qtts.,  or  at  (he  rate  of  SO  <\l\e.  per 
man.    This  is  about  the  aaue  proportion  as 


.i^ioogle 


ST.  PIERBB   AND  MIQUELON. 


large,  entirely  the  result  of  the  enonnous  bounties;  practically  the  prime 
cost  of  the  catch  of  codfish  is  paid  by  the  French  Government    Its 


Front  tht  Cenliir 


conti-iiband  trade  is  als-.i  extensive  ;  ia  forn^er  years,  whilst  the  imports 
ot'  Newfoundland  were  about  536  per  head,  the   impoi-ts  of  St.   Pierre 

jeBT,  the  bnlnnce  of  Ihe  700,000  being  mtit 
lip  of  fish  left  over,  and  Ihe  quaniii^  retiiwJ 
by  the  inhabilaDti  for  food, 
ni  )N  Newfoundland,  1802, 


the  trhole  catch  of  the  Enfihsh  In  \S0^, 
U,:ibl  fishennni  haviiifi  eaught  about  700,000 
<ltli.,  of  wliich   5«7,OUO  Btru  exported  (bnt 
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ftmounted  to  over  9480  per  head,  at  least  $450  of  vehich  waa  smuggled 
into  Newfonndtand  and  Canada.  The  operation  of  Uie  Bait  Act  in  1888 
and  succeeding  yenrs  waa  a  serious  blow  to  the  commercial  success  of 
St  Pierre,  a  blow  from  which  the  little  French  Colony  has  never 
recovered.  All  the  great  trade  which  it  boasted  of  ia  an  inflated,  artificial 
prosperity,  it  rests  entirely  on  the  support  of  the  Home  Government ; 
withdraw  the  bounties,  and  St.  Pierre  would  come  down  like  a  house  of 
cards. 

La  Grande  Nation  has  always  set  the  fashion  for  Europe,  and 
latterly  for  America.  The  French  have  always  been  distinguished  for 
their  exc<>Uent  taste,  their  art,  the  politeness  of  their  manners;  the 
French  colonies  in  America,  for  this  reason,  had  a  remarkable  attraction 
for  their  English  neighbours.  Both  in  Cape  Breton  and  at  St.  Pierre 
New  Englandsrs  and  Newfoundlanders  carried  on  a  large  clandestine 
trade  with  their  Gallic  friends;  in  peace  and  war  the  old  smuggling  trade 
progressed  with  scarcely  any  inteiTUption  ;  thia  trade  with  Newfound- 
land rose  to  ita  height  after  the  "  Forties."  The  Fierrois  in  thi»  business 
plundered  the  revenues  not  only  of  Canada,  Newfoundland,  and  the 
Maritime  Provinces,  for  yeara  they  made  even  greater  depredations  on 
the  revenues  of  France ;  thousands  of  quintals  of  English-caught  fiah 
were  surreptitiously  taken  in  St.  Pierre  by  sale  and  barter,  received  the 
enormous  bounty,  and  went  to  swell  fictitiously  the  French  catch  of  fish  ; 
later  on  the  vigilance  and  auperior  honesty  of  the  officials  put  an  end 
to  this  business  on  a  targe  Bcale,  but  it  is  impossible  to  extiDguish  it 
altogether.  The  author  of  the  "Annuaire"  of  1883  speaks  of  the 
immense  benefit  of  the  bait  trade  to  St.  Pierre,  but  he  veiy  judiciously 
avoids  all  mention  of  the  smuggling. 

The  following  extract  is  taken  from  the  "  Anniiaire "  of  St.  Pierre 
for  1883  :— 

"  Les  grosses  trausaotionB  qui  on t  ponr  objet  la  vente  et  I'aobat  ties  moruea 
p'entamenb  et  m  dgnonent  le  plus  BOnvent  en  Fruioe.  Anesi  le  petit  commerce 
qui  gravite  aatour  dn  grand  commerce  a-t-il  nae  aotion  pins  directs  et  pins 
immddiftte  anr  lea  affBiree  qui  se  tinitent  dano  la  colonie.  Four  ne  oiter  qa'iin 
exemple,  on  eatime  i  pr&fl  do  800,000  francs  le  pen  jiaji  cette  ana^e  (1883)  par  les 
pSchenrs  Franfaie  anx  Anglua  qui  ont  foomi  le  bareog.  En  ^ohange  du  prix  de  la 
boitte,  leu  Anglftis  font  des  acbats  relativement  coDsid^rtibles  ik  St.  Pierre,  et  c'est 
ainei  qne  les  ties  St.  Pierre  et  Miquelon  sont  our  la  cAte  mfridiooale  d«  Terre- 
NenTB  nn  d^boucb^  tr^s  important,  le  oentre  d'affaires  le  pins  actif  par  leqnel 
s'^oulent  1<M  marchandises  soit  de  provenance  franfabe  soit  de  provenance 
am^ricaine.  Co  syst^Rie  d'^bonges  n'a  pas  lien  senlement  qne  pour  la  boitte, 
mais  encore  potir  le  bois  k  fen  apport^  &  I'antomDe  par  les  m^mes  galopeure." 

"  The  large  transaotiona  wbiob  have  Tot  tbeir  objeot  the  Bale  and  parcbaae  of 
Odd  fish  begin  and  end  most  frequently  in  France,  wbilet  the  small  trade  which 
gravitate*  around  the  great  trade  has  an  action  more  direct  nnd  immediate  on  the 
affairs  of  the  Colon;.  For  instance,  it  ia  calculated  tbat  this  ^ear  (1883)  800,000 
francs  is  the  price  paid  hj  the  French  to  English  fishermen  for  herring.  In 
I    p.  8789.  0  0 
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eichaoge  for  th«  price  of  the  bait  the  English  make  quite  coDsiderable  pondiHM 
at  St.  Pierre.    ThuB  these  islands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miqnelon    are   on  the  wen 


coast  of  Nc\TfoniiiJlaiid,  a  large  ontlet,  the  centre  of  an  active  basineBS ;  here  are 
collected  together  the  mercLaadiife  rnrnULed  both  from  France  and  Americi. 
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N'ot  only  bftit,  but  firewood,  broDght  in  the  autamn,  is  need  in  tbls  ejstem  oF 


When  that  inoat  ezcelUnt  official,  Mr.  James  Hiiyward,  of  Her  Majesty's 
Customs,  visited  St^  Pierre  in  1864,  he  appeared  such  a  nice  simple  man 
that  the  French  gave  him  every  facility  to  acquire  information  ;  in  his 
report  he  stated  that  the  Newfoundlaud  revenue  was  robbed  every  year 
by  St.  Kerre  of  about  ?50,000 ;  latterly  it  -has  been  quite  double  that 
sum.  The  amount  so  taken  from  the  revenue  of  Canada  cannot  be 
ascertained,  but  it  has  been  stated  that  half  the  spirits  and  tobacco 
formerly  consumed  in  Lower  Canada  was  smu^led  from  the  French 
colony.  Increased  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Oanadian  cruisei's  has 
largely  curtailed  this  clandestine  business,  and  the  imports  of  St.  Pie-To 
(largely  through  the  influence  of  the  Bait  Act)  show  the  result  :  from 
20,199,062  franca  in  1885  they  have  come  down  in  1892  to  8,560,908 
francs,  and  the  exports  of  fish  have  fallen  from  46,240,817  kilos,  in  1S8U 
to  22,098,075  kilos,  in  1892. 

The  following  account  of  the  clandestine  trade  between  St.  Pierre 
and  Lower  Canada,  tuken  from  a  Montreal  pa)>er,  shows  the  modus 
(^eraiidi.  The  writer  is  not  correct  about  the  price  of  the  German 
gin.^  Some  Newfoundlanders  are  in  the  trade ;  they  sail  from 
St.  Pierre  to  some  unfrtiquented  part  of  Canadian  Labrador,  where 
(choosing  foggy  weather  for  the  run),  amongst  the  inner  it.land«,  they 
meet  smaller  craft ;  these  smaller  boats  again  tranship  their  cargo  into 
punta  and  dories  farther  up  the  St,  Lawrence ;  and,  lastly,  it  is 
distributed  about  Quebec  by  fanners  in  carts.  It  is  an  immense 
business,  and  has  enormous  evil  effects  on  the  French  Canadians.  The 
activity  of  the  Canadian  cruisers  and  the  operation  of  the  Bait  Act  has 
now  largely  curtailed  this  illicit  traffic.  The  statistics  of  St.  Pierre  show 
that  from  these  causes  their  imports  have  fallen  from  twerty  million 
francs  to  eight  millions. 

"  Qaebeo,  Maj  25. — With  the  disappearance  of  icebergs  and  tbe  opening  of 
the  season  of  navigation  io  the  St.  Lawrence  between  Quebec  and  the  gulf,  the 
boldBmDgglersofthe  north  have  again  forced  theinBelveH  upon  public  attention 
1>J  the  peraiBtence  with  which  thej  have  resumed  their  traSic  of  former  seBBOne, 
ftnd  the  readineBB  with  which  thej  show  fight  when  attacked  or  pnrened  by  vessels 
of  the  Canadian  customs  fleet.  The  head-quarters  of  the  smug^lei-e  of  the 
Bt.  Lawrence  and  New  England  porta  is  at  the  French  laland  of  St.  I'ierre, 
31iqaelon,off  the  south  coast  of  Sewfonndlaad.  Hitherto  their  chief  traffic  has 
been  BpiritnouB  liqaors.  This  jear  they  are  extending  their  operations  and  doing 
a  large  bosineeB  in  tobacco.  The  French  Government  has  recently  reduced  the 
dntics  on  all  classes  of  tobacco  landed  at  St,  Pierre  to  i  francs  70  centimes  a 
hundred  kilos.  The  duty  prerionsly  was  50  to  150  francs,  according  to  quality. 
Tbe  new  duty,  amounting  to  41  centa  a  hundred  pounds,  means  that  St.  Pierre  ib 
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pmolicall;  n  free  port  for  the  entry  of  tobacco,  80  that  Bmnggling  it  thence  to 
Boaton,  Qaobeo,  or  more  oonTeniant  ports  on  the  Atlantic  cout  or  shores  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  ia  now  quite  a  proBta'ule  one  for  ooasterB. 

"  Spiriluous  liqoors  are  admitted  into  St.  Pierre,  Miq.,  ft-ee  of  duty.  A  fleet 
of  three  large  three-maited  schoonera  are  conabantly  employed  by  the  sinai^Iers, 
conveying  cargoes  of  aloohoi,  60  over  proof,  from  Boston  to  St.  Pierre.  There  is 
DO  concealment  about  thia  part  of  the  tra£Bc — the  diffionlty  oonaisting  in  landing 
the  aloohoi  at  Canadian  porta  ao  as  to  avoid  the  duty  of  SS  a  gallon.  There  &re 
two  and  Bometimes  three  tranship menta  of  the  liquor  from  the  time  it  leaves  the 
entrepot  at  St.  Pierre  antil  it  ia  aafcly  put  aahore  npon  the  banks  of  the 
St.  Lawrence.  The  immenae  profit  of  the  traffic  may  be  judged  of  by  the  fact  that 
the  whiskey  or  alcohol,  which  is  the  chief  ataple  of  the  trade,  sells  for  only 
Sl-40  a  gallon  in  Boaton,  and  ia  worth  here,  with  the  duty  added,  no  lees  than 
$3.75  a  gallon.  Jamaica  mm  and  French  liquors  and  brandies,  etc.,  which  are 
also  admitted  dnty  free  into  St.  Pierre,  form  a  portion  of  most  cargoes  of  Uie 
smuggling  achooners  from  St.  Pierre  to  Quebec  and  other  poiate,  and,  as  the 
Canadian  duty  upon  theae  ia  very  high,  there  is  even  more  profit  npon  the 
smnggling  of  them  thsn  npon  that  of  the  whiskey. 

"  The  large  gnlf  schooners  that  leave  St.  Pierre  with  the  Hqner  aboard  never 
riak  a  total  loss  of  veaael  and  cargo  by  venturing  as  far  aa  Canadian  inland  waters. 
Before  leaving  the  gnlf  for  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  river  they  are  each 
met  by  three  or  four  amaller  craft,  generally  schooners  of  very  small  value,  which 
divide  among  them  the  cargo  of  the  larger  craft.  One  of  theae  may  be  seised  and 
confiecated,  and  yet  the  profit  npon  the  operations  of  the  others  will  make  the 
entire  trip  a  lucrative  one,  and  often  they  all  escape  capture.  Small  boats  land 
the  liqnor  from  the  achoonera,  often  under  cover  of  the  night,  at  some  of  the 
parjahea  of  the  island  of  Orleans  or  elsewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city. 

"  Some  of  the  parit^hes  of  the  lower  St.  Lawrence  has  become  completely 
demoralized  by  the  proportions  to  which  this  traffic  has  grown.  Farmers 
entirely  neglect  their  land  and  fishermen  their  nets  to  engage  in  ventures  that 
promise  ao  large  returns,  and  the  escitemeut  and  sailor  life  attendant  upon  it  offer 
great  attractions  to  the  French  Canadian  character.  The  pariah  prieate  complain 
bitterly  of  the  demoraltsiug  efi'ecta  upon  their  people  and  of  the  fearful  drunken- 
ness that  prerails  wherever  the  whiakey  blano— as  the  fiery  alcohol  ia  called  by 
the  Canadians— is  landed  or  sold,  and  many  of  the  country  cur^  turn  informers 
to  (he  Oovemment  npon  the  smugglers. 

"  There  is  so  doubt  that  encouragement  has  been  given  the  smngglere  by  (he 
unfortunate  failnre  of  jnstice  some  time  ago  in  the  ease  of  the  noted  smuggler 
Captain  Bonchard,  who  fought  and  compelled  the  retreat  of  a  Government  revenne 
cutter  last  season,  and  was  only  subdued  and  captured  after  he  had  been  beai^ed 
in  and  dislodged  from  the  smuggler's  stronghold  on  the  Isle  auz  Condres  in  tbe 
lower  St.  Lawronoe.  Tet  when  his  case  was  bronght  to  trial  here  a  few  days  ago, 
he  was  only  convicted  before  the  oonrt  of  simple  asaavlt,  and  got  off  with  a  fine 
of  $25. 

"  Only  last  week  the  Government  cruiser  Contlanee  was  set  at  defiance  by  the 
crew  of  a  little  amnggling  achooner  opposite  the  month  of  the  Sloisie  rivera.  The 
name  of  the  vessel,  which  tnma  out  to  be  the  Steadfast — of  St.  John'a,  Kfld.— 
had  been  painted  over  on  her  stem,  and  she  refused  to  come  to  when  summoned  in 
the  Qneen's  name,  and  when  about  to  be  boarded  by  the  Government  officers  bar 
crew  fought  with  their  axes  and  wounded  a  couple  of  them.  Finally  the  priw, 
witb  her  cargo  of  $15,000  worth  of  liquors,  was  secured,  «nd  her  crew  pat  in  irons. 
They  are  now  ia  jail  awaiting  trial,  and  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  in  port,  and  hare 
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l>een  confiaoated,  bnt  her  two  oonBorta  have  eBcapod  arreBt,  and  have  probably 
aafelf  landed  their  cai^oea." 

Id  July  1890  the  schooner  Mary,  owned  by  Mr,  Deidy,  of  Fox 
Harbour,  John  Kelly  master,  put  into  St.  Pierre ;  abe  had  on  board 
freight  shipped  by  Mr.  Chafe  to  A.  Go4)dridge  and  Son,  St.  John's — six 
hundred  and  thirty  quintals  of  dried  codfish.  Kelly  and  his  crew  were 
caught  landing  some  cod-roes  and  other  articles  for  liquor.  The  law  of 
St  Pierre  is  that  "  the  introduction  of  foreign  fishery  products  inio 
"  the  Islands  of  St  Pierre  and  Miquelon  involves  necessarily  the 
"  couliscation  of  those  products,  without  distinction  between  those  which 
"  have  been  or  are  about  to  be  landed  and  those  which  may  be  found  in 
"  the  hold  of  any  ship  which  has  put  into  a  roadstead  of  the  Colony." 
Under  this  law  Qoodridge's  fish  was  confiscated  aud  sold,  and  the 
schooner  belonging  to  another  innocent  owner  confiscated  aud  cut  up, 
all  because  a  rascally  skipper  chose  to  sell  some  ci'id-roes  to  get  liquor  at 
St.  Pierre.  It  is  a  monstrous  injustice  to  punish  innocent  parties  for 
another's  teclmical  wrong-doing.  It  is  well  known  that  Frenchmen, 
both  on  the  north-east  and  west  coast,  and  about  the  south  coast,  barter 
liquor,  sugar,  tea,  tobacco,  and  other  goods  for  fish  and  oil — the  usual 
currency  in  the  Newfoundland  outports.  One  French  master  on  the 
west  coast  wanted  the  magistrate  at  St.  George's  Bay  to  issue  process 
against  his  English  debtors  on  the  coast.  Besides  tbe  usual  items  of 
liquor,  tea,  tugar,  and  tobacco,  one  account  included  bonnets  and 
millinery. 

Under  the  old  regime  the  government  of  St,  Pierre  was  always 
entrusted  to  a  distinguished  admiral  Amongst  the  more  modern 
administrators  under  the  Second  Empire  we  have  the  names  of  the 
genial  Admiral  Clomi  and  the  stately  old  Baron  Bonciere  Le  Noury. 
These  fine  old  sailors  are  now  replaced  by  a  lawyer  from  Puria,  or  a 
pi-ess  writer. 

In  1857  the  Baron  and  La  Baronne  paid  a  visit  to  St.  John's.  The 
Baroness  was  a  splendid  singer  and  musician.  I  remember  one  evening 
bow  she  astonished  the  amateui-s  who  had  been  singing  their  little 
songs  at  Qovemment  House.  She  sat  down  to  the  piano,  and  as  she 
pulled  off  her  long  g'oves,  ai  a  preliminary,  she  asked  for  a  petit  verre 
of  brandy,  and  then  came  forth  her  glorious  notes.  The  audience  were 
earned  away  by  her  splendid  performance ;  the  unfortunite  amateurs 
who  had  sung  before  her  hid  their  diminished  heada  We  found  out 
allerwarda  that  she  had  been  one  of  tbe  stars  of  the  Grand  Opera  at 
Paris. 

In  all  French  colonies  Vadminiih-ation  ia  always  more  at  less  of  a 
despotism.    In  St  Pierre  the  surruimduig  Anglo-American  atm<»phere 
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has  had  a  marked  influence,  and  there  has  always  been  a  sturdy 
resistance  to  absolute  government.  About  nine  years  ago  it  took  the 
form  of  a  struggle  against  the  strict  rebuilding  laws  enaited  after  the 
fire  of  1879.  A  Fiench  bourgeois  dops  not  make  much  fuss  over  the 
ciirtailment  of  his  individual  liberty,  but  he  is  terribly  touchy  about 
his  pocket  Clapboards  were  not  to  be  allowed  ;  all  houses  in  certain 
streets  were  to  be  faced  with  brick  or  covered  with  iron.  When  the 
edict  went  forth  to  pull  down  the  clapboards  there  was  for  a  time  a 
fierce  resistance.  Hen,  and  especially  the  hardy  Norman  and  Breton 
women,  struggled  with  tlte  officers ;  all  the  available  force  had  to  be 
called  out  to  quell  the  rebellion,  known  in  the  annals  of  St  Pierre  as 
"  the  Clapboard  Eevolution." 

I  have  spoken  of  the  coup  d'etat.   It  was  on  a  small  scale,  a  travesty 
of  the  tragic  events  of  the  2nd  of  December  1851 ;  it  followed,  however, 
the  Napoleonic  method  of  silencing  political  opponents 
by   imprisonment   and   deportation.       Amonj^'st   the 
sturdy  sea  captains  who  largely  compose  the  society 
of  the  little  French  colony,  there  were  many  earnest 
Republicans  in  the  days  of  the  Empire.     The  fear  of 
the  Administration  kept  them,  however,  mute  and 
inglorious.     One  dashing  "  capitaine  atix  long  cours  " 
was  not  to  be  repressed ;  he  was  an  able  man,  and, 
though  only  a  sea  captain,  he  acted  as  the  principal 
lawyer  of   the    little  port.     As  oracle   of   the  caf4.      '^^"'^'^ri^tl^^-l 
ho     held    forth     nightly    on    the    corruption    and        fikhb. 
imbecility  of  the   miserable  Government ;  the  Governor,  a  relative  of 
Paul  de  Cassagnac,  vowed  vengeance  on  his  rebellious  head.    At  last  the 
opportunity   came ;    our  Republican   hero    became    mixed    up  in   an 
insurance  cose  at  Miquelon.     Id   some  technical  way  he  infringed  an 
article  of  the  Code.     Complaisant  judges  at  once  condemned  him  to  the 
maximum    punishment  —  twelve    months'    imprisonment,   and    to    be 
deported  from  the  Island.     On  the  advent  of  the  Republic,  this  corrupt 
decree  of  the  Colonial  tribunal  was  promptly  quashed  by  the  Court  of 
Cassation  at  Paris.     In  the  meantime,  however,  the  sturdy  opponent  of 
absolute  government  was  I'uined.     For  neatness  and  despatch  there  is 
nothing  like  the  French  method  of  silencing  a  political  opponent.   About 
the  same  time  as  this  occurred,  a  rich  merchant  of  St.  Pierre  shot  one  of 
the  disciplinaires  ^  dead   in   his  hall ;    the  poor  hungry  prisoner  was 
coming  forward  to  ask  for  bread.     The  murderer  was  sentenced  to  one 

'  Disc  !pl  Id  aim  are  m'litsrf  prinncrB  number  of  tbem  at  St.  Pierre  j  Iher  >re 
itbo  have  commiited  offences  againtt  the  .  employed  on  puhlic  works,  and  are  ilwaji 
dieciplioe  of  (he  anny  [  there  ue  alwajs  a      •Mompanied  bj  guards  with  loaded  tiflM. 
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month's  imprisonmeDt,  which  he  spent  interned  in  his  own  luxurious 
hou-e. 

In  the  June  number  o£  the  "  Bevue  Maritime  et  Coloniale,"  1894, 
Doctor  Du  Bois  Saint  Sevein,  after  giving  a  graphic  accouat  of  the 
state  of  the  French  fishing  fleet  in  Newfoundland,  Iceland,  and  the  North 
Sea  as  regards  medical  aid  and  appliances,  strongly  recommends  the 
adoption  of  a  service  on  the  model  of  the  "  Deep  Sea  Mission."  Reading 
between  the  lines  in  this  excellent  article,  one  can  see  clearly  that  "  Les 
Armateurs,"  the  fitters  out  of  the  French  fishing  fleet,  are  all  powerful 
wit,h  the  French  Government.  To  satisfy  the  greed  of  these  merchants, 
the  carrying  of  medicine  chests  and  doctors  in  the  fishing  fleet  ha»  been 
practically  swept  away  until  quite  recently.  The  wretched  state  of  the 
French  bank  fishermen  is  quite  as  deserving  of  charity  as  the  pnor 
Iiabrador  men  ;  anything  so  dirty,  poor,  and  miserable  as  their  condition 
on  board  the  banking  vessels  can  hardly  be  imagined. 


In  the  preparation- of  this  chapter  I  have  freely  used  the  excellent 
"  Annuaire  "  of  St  Pierre.  Other  information  has  been  obtiiined  fiom 
the  Colonial  Bec^Id^  and  miscellaneous  souices.  The  account  of  Major 
Thome's  diimcr  party  is  from  a  MS.  volume  belonging  to  Mr,  James 
Murray,  written  by  Anron  Thomas,  purser  of  H.M.S.  Boston — a  very 
curious  production.  I  have  not  mentioned  the  affair  of  the  Commercial 
Bank  notes,  unique  in  the  annals  of  crime.  Personal  association 
prevents  me  from  describing  this  remarkable  transactioTi :  besidiM  I  do 
not  wish  to  say  anything  that  might  in  the  least  ofiend  tbe  feelings  of 
my  numerous  kind  friends  of  St  Pierre. 
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la  taking  leave  of  this  bravo  little  island,  monument  of  the 
indomitable  industry,  enei^,  and  recuperative  powers  of  the  French 
people,  I  will  conclude  with  the  words  of  the  Si  Pierre  historian  ; 
"  After  many  misfortunes  this  small  group  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon, 


'  the  last  parcel  nfloat  out  of  the  j^reat  wieck  of  the  French  dominion 
'  in  North  America,  can  with  legitimate  pride  sum  up  its  position  thus : 
'  Six  thousand  inliabitanls,  trade  amounting  to  thirty  millions  of  franca 
'  a  year,  and  a  public  revenue  of  half  a  million  francs." 
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I.— Chateaubriand's  acoonnt  of 
St  Fiarr«  in  1790. 

"  We  ateered  towarda  St.  Kerre  and 
Miquelon  looking  Tor  ft  troah  mnchorage. 
Wken  we  approMiiedlbeflrat  between  10  ft.m. 
and  mid-daj.  we  were  almoat  on  thore  b«rore 
we  were  aware,  the  Jand  Buddenly  appearing 
in  Ihe  form  of  a  black  lump  throagh  the  miil. 
We  anchored  opposite  the  principal  town  of 
the  iatand.  We  did  not  see  it  but  we  heard 
the  noi»e  from  the  shore.  The  poeieDsen 
hastened  to  land  ;  the  Buperiur  of  81  Sulphice 
was  so  ill  that  he  had  to  be  carried  on  shore. 
I  took  a  lodf^Dg  apart,  waiting  until  a  squall 
dissipating  the  fog.  shonid  show  me  the  place 
which  I  inhabited,  and,  so  to  speak,  the 
countenance!  of  mj  hosts  in  this  uountrj  of 
shadows. 

"  Tbeharbuurandroadsteailof  St.  Pierre 
are  on  the  tashim  side  of  the  island,  facing 
noother  smaller  island  of  a  long  shape,  called 
the  Isle  of  Dogs.  The  harbour  surnsmed  the 
Barachais  eats  deep  into  the  land,  and  ter- 
minates Id  a  blackish  pooL  Semal  sterile 
hillH  are  cloself  grouped  together  in  the 
centre  of  the  iuland ;  some,  detached,  onr- 
hauf  the  shore,  whilst  cihers  are  surrounded 
hy  a  tract  of  levvl  and  bo^j  soiL  From  the 
town  can  be  seen  the  ffiU  of  the  Watch- 
Tower. 

"  Hie  GoTemoT*!  hotiso  is  directl; 
opponte  the  landing  place.  The  church,  the 
parsonage,  and  the  storehouse  tbr  proTisiotis 
are  in  Uie  same  locality.  Then  comes  the 
dwelliBg-honse  of  the  ConiiDissioner  of  the 
Armj  and  ibat  ut  the  Cajitain  of  the  Port. 
After  these  commences  the  only  street  of  the 
town,  which  extends  along  the  pebbly  shore. 
I  dined  twice  or  three  times  at  the  house  of 
the  OoTeinor,  an  officer  full  of  politeness  and 
friendlj  *eal.  He  cultivaled  a  few  European 
TDgetables  in  one  of  the  glacis.  After  dinner 
he  showed  tne  what  he  called  his  garden. 
The  delicate  odour  of  heliotrope  eibalfd  from 
a  squire  plot  of  beans  in  flower  was  not 
wafted  to  OS  on  the  breeze  of  oar  nalire 
country,  but  bj  the  savage  wind  of  Newfound- 
knil,  without  any  relation  to  the  exiled  plant, 
withoDt  any  sympatbeiie  feeling  of  lecolleo- 
tlon  or  delight. 

"  From  the  gatden  we  proceeded  to  climb 
the  hills,  and  stopped  at  the  foot  of  the  flag- 
Miff  of  the  watch  tower.  The  new  French 
^  floated  over  our  head.  Like  the  women 
of  Virgil  we  ga*ed  at  the  anfttnles.  It 
separated  ns  from  our  native  Und.  The 
QuTemot  wss  uneasy.     He  belonged  to  the 


Breton  side,  and,  moreover,  was  weary  in  llu* 
retreat,  suitable  enough  for  a  dreamer  of  mT 
species,  butamde  dwelling  for  a  mau  occupied 
with  business,  or  not  carrying  within  himself 
the  lesson  wbich  fills  all  space  and  banishes 
from  men  Ihe  rest  of  the  world.  My  host 
made  intjuiries  respecting  the  revolution.  I 
asked  him  in  return  for  some  informatiou 
about  the  north-welt  posssge.  He  belonged 
to  the  advance  guard  of  the  desert,  but  he 
knew  nothing  nf  Ihe  Esquimaux,  and  only 
received  from  Canada  il  few  partridges. 

"One  morning  I  proceeded  alone  to  the 
Bigle  Cape  to  see  the  sunrise  in  the  direction 
of  France.  There  a  winter  torrent  had  formnd 
a  cascade  which  fell  in  its  last  bound  into  the 
»e«.  I  sealed  myself  on  a  rock  overhanging 
the  sea.  White  thus  employed,  I  perceived  a 
young  fisherwoman  sdvaudng  along  the  hill 
above  me.  She  had  bare  legs  and  feet, 
though  it  was  cold  and  the  dew  was  on  thu 
ground.  Her  black  hair  was  gathered  in  knots 
beneath  an  Indian  handkerchief,  which  was 
wrapped  around  her  head.  Over  this  she 
wore  a  bonnet,  made  of  leeds  of  the  country, 
fashioned  like  a  boat  or  cradle.  A  buuquet  of 
blue  heath  wai  bslenrd  in  her  bosom,  the 
contour  of  which  wss  displayed  beneath  the 
white  lace  Irill  of  her  chemise.  For  a  tima 
she  gathered  the  leaves  of  an  aromatlo  pknt 
called  in  the  island  Indian  tea.  She  saw  me, 
and,  without  Appearing  terrified,  seated  herself 
at  my  side,  and  allowing  her  limbs  to  hsag 
over  the  edge  of  the  clifi,  like  mine,  she  gaied 
at  the  noisy  sea.  We  remained  a  few  mliiute<i| 
without  speaking.  At  last  I  said,  <  What  are 
yon  T '  She  raised  her  large  black  eyes,  at 
ouee  timid  and  haughty,  and  replied,  '  My 
father  is  at  the  jishing  with  Guillamroy.  .  .  . 
We  weave  nets,  and  ftHh  on  the  lakes  by 
making  holes  in  the  ice  in  winter.  On  Sunday 
we  go  to  .Mass  and  Vesper,  and  then  we  have 
games  on  ihe  snow,  and  look  at  the  young 
men  shooting  the  white  bears  ....  the 
Csptaio  is  goce  with  Guillammy  to  Genoa, 
who  will  return  next  season  and  bring  me  a 
corset  of  striped  silk,  a  muslin  petticoat,  and 
a  black  collar.'  .  .  .  .  ■  Would  you  like 
a  corael  from  me  ? '  '  Oh,  no  1 '  Gulllanme, 
the  linage  of  the  young  ssilor,  hanging  on  the 
yard  in  the  midst  of  the  tempest,  changed 
into  a  land  of  delight  for  her  the  frightful 
rock  of  St  Pierre.  '  L'isole  ^  Fortuna  oni 
Vedete.'  She  rose,  and  rushed  awsy,  ainging 
one  ot  the  misnonary  hyoms:  — 

" '  Tout  brOlsint  d'une  ardeur  immortelle, 
C'est    vers    Uien    que     lendont    vag* 
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loftiest  extead*  w  far  u  Rodrii^  Bij.  Id 
the  Txllejs  the  irraoile  rock*  are  clotW  viih 
»  dense  carpet  of  gphaignee,  lichuu,  iM 
dicnDum," 


"  We  ilarcd  a  fortoight  on  the  inland. 
From  ilH  shore  can  be  ttea  the  more  desolate 
Bhoret  of  NewroDodiuid.  The  bill*  Uretch 
Bwaj  iDlo  the  interifir  iu  divei^Dt  lines  g  the 

I  lelatet  to  the  Don,   &c.      He    sayi    the    ponf  woodi  d 
o  the  forests  of  Newfoundland  geeo  near  at  hind.   lie 
ealli  SI.  Pierre  the  island  of  i.  Cartier.] 

n.— ststiHtios. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

history  of  labrador. 
Under  the  Juiusdiction  of  Newfoundland. 

The  Great  American  Feuinsula  known  as  Labrador  is  washed  on 
one  aide  by  Hudson's  Bay  and  Straits,  on  the  other  by  the  Atlantic 
and  the  Gulf  and  River  St.  Lawrence.  This  vast  territory  ia  little 
known,  and  only  very  partially  explored ;  whilst  on  the  Atkntic  coEist 
it  ia  one  of  the  most  bleak  and  barren  regions  of  the  earth,  recent 
Canadian  explorers  have  discovered  in  the  interior  great  mineral  wealth 
nnd  large  belts  of  timber. 

Tiie  portion  of  Labiador  under  the  dominion  of  this  Colony  ia  alone 
referred  to  in  this  chapter.' 

The  discovery  of  this  peninsula  by  Europeana  has  given  rise  to 
more  wild  conjectures  and  more  points  for  discussion  even  than  the 
vexed  question  of  the  landfall  of  Cabot  in  North  America  and  New- 
foundland. Passing  over  the  voyages  of  the  Northmen,  which  the 
Danish  chronicles  t-tate  weie  in  AD.  770  and  the  Icelandic  chronicles  in 
A.D.  982,  we  come  to  the  whaling  voyajies  of  the  hardy  Biscayana 
in  the  North  Atlantic  in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries.  It  is 
alleged  that  on  one  of  these  expeditions  in  1470  they  discovered  nnd 
fisheci  at  Labrador.  One  auch  atory  ia  given  by  Navarrete.^  It  is  quite 
probable  that  these  daiing  whalers  from  Northern  Spain  in  pursuit  of 
their  dangerous  avocatiun  sailed  aa  far  weat  as  Greenland,  but  consider- 
ing the  vague  and  unceitain  geographical  knowledge  of  the  middle  ages, 
it  is  more  than  probable  that  Greenland,  a  shadowy  country  then,  only 
dimly  known,  was  mi^itaken  for  Labrador.     The  old  sailors  of  that  age 

'The   part  of   Labrador   belonging  to  mode  of  diriiling  T^ahnuJor  ooald  b«  to  cairj 

Neofoundland  Ji  de6ned  as  extaadiiig  from  the  dindinK  Lne  due  north  from  Anse  Sabloo 

Hudson*!  Struts  to  ■  line  to  be  dniwn  due  to  the  height  of  land,  and  then  to  continue 

north  and  loalh  ftom  Aukd  Sablon  to  the  along  the  nalaml  houndar;  to  Ungava  Bay. 
5S°  of  north  latitude.    This  division  i>  reiy 
uniatisEMtor;  and  uncertain.      The  correct  '  See  Tha  Basquo  Fishery,  p.  47. 
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truHteil  entirely  to  s  good  look-out ;  their  latitude  was  gfener&Uy  sevenl 
degrees  wrong,  their  lougitude  equally  vague  ;  they  relied  on  their  keen 
obiieryation — the  comi>aBe,  the  run  of  the  ship,  and  the  sign  of  birds.  On 
Cartier's  celebrated  voyages  it  was  the  vast  numbenj  of  great  auk  an') 
penguins  off  our  coasts  that  led  him  into  the  lund.     Against  the  veir 


Front  a  dramng  bf  tkt  Hon.  and  Bn.  W.  ant. 

dubious  claims  of  the  Basques  we  have  some  hard,  unanswerable  f»^ 
Juan  de  la  Cosa,'  a  Basque,  whose  map  wan  made  in  1500,  shows  New- 
foundland as  just  discovered  by  the  English.  Would  tuch  an  experienced 
Biscayan  ravigator  ignore  the  claims  of  liis  countrymen  if  they 
really  hud  found  Labrador  and  Nortii  America  ?     Again,  there  ai^  i*o 

'  See  p.  13,  Bod  note  Juan  de  la  Com. 
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£i8cayui  papers  to  support  such  a  discovery ;  on  the  coDtrary,  tlie  rocords 
of  San  Sebastian'  prove  that  the  voyageB  of  the  Biscayans  to  New- 
foandland  and  Labrador  be^an  from  1525  to  1541.  Reliance  hss  been 
placed  on  the  use  of  the  word  "  Baccalao  "  in  the  account  of  Cabot's 
voyage,  but  this  was  on  ordinary  trade  word  in  general  use  at  that 
period ;  the  cod  fishery  was  pursued  by  Biscayans  and  English,  centuries 
before  the  discovery  of  America. 

As  a  further  confirmation  that  the  English  and  not  the  Biscayans 
discovered  Labrador,  in  the  Spanish  official  maps  of  1529,  made  by 
Diego  Ribero,  the  great  cosmographer  of  the  "  Casa  de  Contratacion " 
of  Seville,  we  read,  "  Tierra  de  Labrador :  esta  tierra  descubrieron  los 
"  Inglesea,  no  hay  en  ella  cosa  de  provecho  " — "  Labrador,  this  land 
"  was  discovered  by  the  English,  nothing  in  it  of  any  value  " ;  and  in 
another  by  "  loa  Ingleses  de  la  villa  de  Bristol  " — "  the  English  from 
"  the  town  of  Bristol," 

The  claims  of  the  Bretons  to  be  the  first  discoverers  of  Labrador 
rest  also  on  vague  tradition,  unsupported  at  the  present  time  by 
historical  document£;  1504  is  the  earliL>st  date  at  which  their  presence 
can  be  proved  in  the  Newfoundland  and  Labrador  fishery.  In  the 
absence  of  any  authentic  evidence  to  the  contrary  we  nmst  therefore 
ascribe  the  discovery  of  southern  Labrador  to  Jolin  Cabot  in  1498. 
There  may  have  been  earlier  discoveries,  but  so  far  his  claim  is  the 
only  one  that  now  I'ests  on  recorded  unimpeachable  testimony.  It  has 
been  argued  that  John  Cabot'a  landfall  of  1497  must  have  been 
Labrador,  because  he  speaks  of  the  white  bears.  At  the  time  of  the 
discovery  of  North  America,  the  range  of  the  white  bear  and  the  walrus 
extended  far  up  the  Gulf  of  St,  Lawrence;  the  walrus  bred  st  the 
Magdalen  Islands  as  late  as  1770,^  Farmenius,  in  his  letter  to 
Hakluyt  in  1583,  mentions  the  white  bears  in  Newfoundland. 

Whilst  the  French  and  Portuguese  in  the  sixteenth  century  fished 
about  the  Stmits  of  Belle  Isle,  the  English  carried  on  their  fishing 
further  north.  The  clearest  proof  of  the  presence  of  the  different 
nationalities  on  the  Labrador  shores  is  shown  by  the  nomenclature  of 
the  coast ;  whilst  the  occupation  of  the  Straits  is  proved  by  the  French 
names,  on  the  northern  portions  of  this  most  extensive  territoiy  all  the 
names  are  exclusively  English. 

The  origin  of  the  name  "Labrador"  is  obscure;  it  is  stated  to  have 
been  given  by  the  Portuguese  on  Cortereal's  expeditions,  as  designating 
the   hardj'  Indian  slaves  brought  home  to  Portugal,   whom  the  king 

I  Set  psgei  43  and  44.  '  Sec  p.  88<S. 
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stated  were  the  best  I'lbourers — "  Labradores  " — he  had  ever  seen.  Some 
writers  have  stated  that  these  slaves  were  Eskimos,  but  rhe  descnption 
givea  of  them  "  as  tall  and  w«ll  formed  "  shows  plainly  that  they  mn« 
have  been  either  Montagnais  or  Mic  Macs,  the  Eskiiinos  being  > 
remarkably  low-sized,  t)iick-set  race.  The  deai^ation  I^&hrador  ia  sap- 
posed  by  other  writers  to  have  been  derived  from  a  Basque  or  Navarrese 
vessel,  "  La  Bradore."  Now,  aa  the  hardy  Basques  did  not  frequent  tie 
North  American  coast  until  foity  years  after  the  known  expeditions  (rf 
English,  French,  and  Portuguese,  and  as  Navarre  at  the  end  of  tbe 
fifteenth  century  was  an  inland  province,  we  may  dismiss  the  Navarre« 
and  Basque  legends  as  purely  romantic  Wt)  have  the  iGrsfc  attempt  at 
an  explanation  of  the  word  in  the  WolfenbUttel  Map  S.  of  1530,  o( 
Sevillian  origin ;  the  inscription  on  Labrador,  after  referring  to  its 
diecovery  by  Bristol  men,  adds,  "  And  as  the  one  who  first  sighted 
"  the  land  was  a  farmer  of  the  Azores,  they  gave  it  the  name  ot 
"  Labrador." 

The  early  navigators,  though  shrewd  observers,  were  not  etbno- 
logists ;  all  the  savage  tribes  were  simply  barbarous  people  in  their 
eyes  ;  they  discovered,  however,  that  one  race — the  Eskimos — «'«'* 
persecuted  by  all  the  rest.  In  the  sixteenth  century  the  Eskimos  are 
said  to  have  numbered  seventy  thousand ;  probably  at  present  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  there  are  not  five  thousand  of  their  nation 
remaining. 

The  Eskimos  are  the  most  remarkable  people  in  North  America," 
the  most  interesting  to  the  ethnologist,  distinct  from  all  other  sa^'sg^ 
irihea  on  the  American  continent  in  appearance,  manner's,  custoois, 
stature,  and  habitat.  This  extraordinary  race  of  Mongolians,  remnant 
of  one  of  the  great  primitive  stocks  tliat  peopled  tlie  world,  has  8pre»a 
over  five  thousand  miles  of  coast-line  from  Asia  to  Labrador ;  one  va 
language,  customs,  weapons,  and  occupation,  the  Tuski  on  the  Asi^^''^ 
side  of  Behring's  Straits  being  as  veritable  Elskimos  as  the  settlers  at 
Hopeilale,  I^abrador. 

Linke  divides  the  Eskimos  into  seven  groups: — 1,  the  East  Green- 
landers,  very  few  in  number;  2,  the  West  Green  landers,  mofitly 
civilised ;  3,  the  Northern  Grecnlanders,  the  Arctic  Highlanders  of  Bt**^ 
who  all  live  north  of  the  Melville  Bay  glaciers  in  the  arctic  region^-  a 
pure,  primitive  race ;  4,  the  Labrador  Eskimos,  mostly  civilised ;  5,  £^* 
Eskimos  extending  from  Cape  Chidley  to  Hudson's  Bay  and  beyond 
Mackenzie's  Kiier,  heathen;  6,  the  Western  Eskimos,  ext«nding  ft»" 
Barter  Island  to  the  Pacific;  7,  the  Asiatic  Eskimo,  or  Tuski.  T''^ 
name  Esquimaux  is  a  French  corruption  of  the  Abenaki  word  "  Esf^'' 
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matsic,"  an  e-iter  of  raw  flesli.  The  native  name  ia  "  Inncit,"  meaning 
"  the  people."  Eskimo  is  the  Danish  form  of  the  nume,  and  has  now 
quite  supplanted  the  old  French  name,  Esquimaux.  The  old  Euglisli 
voyngers  cfiUed  them  "  fiuskimaws,"  or,  shorter,  "  Huskies." 

The  theory  now  generally  accepted  by  ethnologists  about  the  Eskimos 
18  that  tbey  are  Mongolians  who,  in  the  remote  ages,  crossed  from  Asia 
to  America.  In  tlie  early  period,  before  Cabot's  discovery,  they  had 
spread  as  far  as  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Newfoundland,  possibly  as  far 
south  as  Nova  Scotia,  and  perhaps  to  Maine.  There,  says  Crsntz,  io  his 
History  of  Greenland,  they  were  first  met  with  in  the  eleventh  century 
by  the  Icelandic  discoverers  of  Wineland.  When  they  were  compelled 
to  evacuate  these  possessions  by  the  hostility  of  the  Nurth-Ameri'jan 
Indians,  they  receded  to  the  Arctic  regions,  and  crossed  ovbt  from 
Labrador  to  Greenland.  Eskimo  tradition  all  points  to  this  fact,  that 
Greenland  was  peopled, by  their  race  from  Labrador,  not  Labrador  from 
d'eenland ;  there  is  also  very  distinct  tradition  amongst  their  tribes  of 
the  arrival  of  the  Northmen  in  Greenland. 

From  the  fifteenth  century  up  to  the  time  of  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  in 
1764,  there  is  clear  piixif  tliat  the  Eskimos  frequenlly  visited  New- 
foundland. Their  object  in  crossing  the  Straits  every  season  was  to 
procure  a  special  kind  of  wood  for  the  making  of  arrows,  and  to  kill 
deer  and  other  game,  then  marvellously  abundant  in  Newfoundland. 
They  seem  also  to  have  had  friendly  intercourse  with  the  Red  Indians, 
as  amongst  the  Feothic  remains  is  the  well-known  Eskimo  lump. 
Falliser,  in  his  prejudice  against  the  French,  accuses  his  Gallic  neighbours 
of  having  invited  these  savages  over  to  Newfoundland  and  preju'lice<l 
them  against  t}ie  English.^  This  was  quite  true  as  regards  all  the  other 
Indians — Montagnais,  Nascopees,  Mic  Macs,  Algonquins — whom  the 
French. excited  against  our  countrymen  h11  over  North  America.  Tlie 
Eskimos,  however,  were  always  opposed  to  the  French.  There  was  a 
ceita'n  amount  of  trade  carried  xm  between  the  French  and  the 
savages  about  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle,  including  to  some  extent  the 
Eskimos,  but  the  records  show  that  from  the  very  first  the  French 
joined  with  their  enemies,  and  thereby  earned  the  deadly  hatred  of  these 
relentless  savages. 

There  are  many  traces  of  the  Eskimos  and  their  wars  with  the 
American  Indians  along  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  as  far  as  Anticosti, 
The  Eskimos  held  their  ground  against  all  comers  until  the  French 
joined  their  enemies,  and  put  firearms  into  the  bonds  of  the  Montagitais. 
At  Esquimaux  Island,  near  St.  Paul's,  a  great  battle  was  fought  about' 

'  See  p.  32*. 
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1640;  the  French  and  the  Moimtaineers  and  Nascopees  drove  the 
EskimoB  from  their  entrencbcd  camp,  the  remains  of  which  are  still 
visible,  composed  of  fltones  and  turf.  About  a  thousand  are  uaid  to  have 
been  killed  in  this  battle;  human  bones  in  innumerable  quantities  lie 
scattered  over  the  island.     In  revenge  for  thei^  defeat  the  Eskimos  made 


From  Dr.  Paekard'i  Labrador. 

frequent  I'aids  on  the  French  rooms  on  both  sides  of  the  Straits  of 
Belle  Isle.  It  is  quite  probable,  knowing  as  we  do  now  the  dire 
hostility  between  the  French  and  the  Eskimos,  that  the  murder  of  the 
French  fishermen  related  by  Kirke^  was  really  committed  by  Eskimos, 
and  not  by  our  Newfoundland  Red  Indians.  The  teaching  of  the 
Moravians,  and  the  good   influences  of  Lucas  and  Cartwright,  scod 

>  Ste  p.  63. 


DigitizPflHyGoOgle 


MOUEB^  ESKIMO  LIFE.  503 

pacified  these  cruel  barbarians ;  they  arc  now  as  quiet  and  a:«  peaceable 
a  race  as  exists  in  the  world. 

The  yearly  life  of   the  civilised  Eskimos    of    Labrador    is  thus 
described  by  Dr.  K.  B.   Koch,  who  spent    thirteen    months   on  the 


"  Dnring  the  summer,  and  especiftlly  in  the  hitnting  eeason,  that  is  from  Hay 
to  December,  the  Eskimos  with  their  familiei  are  scattered  along  the  shorti  at 
their  different  fishing  places.    Aft«r  the  men  return  in  X&j  fVom  the  reindeer 
hunting,  they  take  their  whole  families  with  them  to  the  ialanda  lying  near  the 
seashore  to  hunt  seals.     On  their  return  to  the  Northern  Seas  the  seals  follow  the 
outside  edge  of  the  drift  ice,  and  the  hunters  are  often  obliged  to  drive  far  ont  in 
their  dog-sledges  to  reach  the  seals*  course.    Hence  they  wait  with  their  wives  and 
children  upon  the  enter  islands  until  the  coast  ice  has  left  the  bays  and  straits 
between  the  islands  j  this  takes  place  about  the  last  of  Jane.    Then  they  hasten 
back  in  their  kayaks  to  the  stations  where  they  have  poised  the  winter  raontha 
in  order  to  prepare  their  large  sail-boats,  which  are 
generally  purchased  from  the  Newfoundland  fisher- 
men.    With  these  they  fetch  their  families,  which 
have  in  the  meantime  remained  at  the  spring  fishing 
grounds,  and  go  tront-fishing  in   the  inlets  on  the 
river  courses.    Then  follows,  from  three  to  four  weeks, 
the  season  of  the  cod-fishery.'    ....    In  entumn 
the  season  of  the  reindeer  hunting  again  returns. 
From   November    until  Christmas  the   Eskimo    is 
employed  at  the  seal  fishery,  catching  them  in  nets, 
or  killing  them  in  their  kaj  aks  through  the  thin  ice. 
This   work   is   exceeding   tiresome   and   dangerous. 
.    .     .    .    About  Christmaa  time  all  the  Eskimos, 
with  their  families,  assemble  in  their  winter  houses 
at  the  various  Mission  stations.    Now  comes  the  time 
for  the  children's  schooling  and  the  season  of  rest 
and  religious  duties  for  the  older  persona.    ..." 

The  Eskimos  have  extraordinary  memories ; 
they  know  well  by  heart  the  usual  Church 

tunes.  Through  close  personal  contact  with  the  Momvian  missionaries 
they  try  to  gain  information  regarding  European  customs.  Every 
Sunday  afternoon  they  are  allowed  to  come  to  the  Mission  houses, 
where  illustrated  papers  which  have  been  sent  aa  presents  nre 
shown  to  them.  They  are  specially  attracted  by  music  The 
harmonium  used  in  the  Church  eervice  is  played  by  them,  and 
the  organ  is  accompanied  hy  a  small  orchestra,  likewise  composed  of 
natives. 

■  neeod-fishervifi  puTBuedinlargeboais  nne  larpe  schooneT  built  by   themielTes  at 

Trhich  the  Eshitnos  'puTchaw  from  the  New-  Hopedate.    They  are  now,  bowever  leurnin); 

foundlaDd  fiabermen.     It  is  siBted  that  prior  lo   build   boats,  all  coiutructed   on   the  old 

to  1864  the  natiTes  had  no  sail-boaU  except  Newfoandland  model. 
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The  Moravian  Brethren,  or  "UnitaB  Fratrum,"  comprise  a  small 
religious  body  whose  origin  dates  back  to  1457.  At  the  present  tiaie  it 
is  divided  into  three  provinces,  German,  English,  and  AmericaD,  each 
under  its  own  synod,  but  all  governed  by  a  ger.ernl  body,  w-hieh  meets 
at  Herrnhut,  Gernuiny,  every  ten  years.  This  most  estima.ble  body  of 
Christians,  numbering  at  the  present  day  about  fifty  thousand,  U 
specially  remurkable  for  the  great  success  of  its  missionary  efforts  in 
Asia,  Africa,  and  America. 

The  history  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  Moravian  Brethren  fco  evangeliae 
the  Eskimos  foims  one  of  the  most  remarkable  episodes  in  the  annals  of 
Christian  missions.  These  devoted  servants  of  God  braved  all  ^ 
perils  and  privations  of  savage  life  in  the  Arctic  regions  of  Liabrador; 
heroic  soldiers  of  the  Cross,  they  faced  death  in  order  to  win  the  souls  of 
these  poor  benighted  heatheti.  The  Eskimos  had  been  so  hunted  and 
persecuted  by  the  other  Indian  tribes  and  Europeans,  that  in  their  mad 
fury  of  revenge,  their  hand  was  turned  aguinst  every  white  man. 

The   first   attempt  of  the   Moravians   to   found   a   mission   to   the 
Labrador  Eskimos   was   made   in    1752.     Christian   Erhart,    a    Dutch 
member  of  the  brotherhood,  with  a  boat's  crew  of  five  men,  landed  in 
July  of  that  yenr  in  Niabet's  Haven ;'  all  the  company  were   cnieUy 
murdered   by  the   savage   Eskimos.      The   next   effort   was    made  by 
Jans  Haven,  in  1764,*  who  arrived  in  St.  John's  in  May  of  that  year; 
he  had  to  meet  with  many  vexatious  delays  before  he  was  finally  landed 
on  the  Labrador  Coast ;  the  fear  of  the  savage  Eskimos  was  so  great 
that  no  one  would  send  a  ship  or  venture  amongst  them ;  finally  he  was 
conveyed  in  one  of  the  English  men-of-war,  and  landed  at  Chateau  Bay. 
Here  he  found  no  signs  of  an  Eskimo  populatiou  ;  later  in  the  season, 
however,  he  was  taken  to  Quirpon,  where  he  first  met   the   natives. 
"  On  the  4th  September  1764,  was  the  happy  day,"  he  writes,  "  when  I 
"  saw  on  Esquimo  arrive  in  the  harbour.     I  ran  to  meet  him."     He 
addressed  him  in  Greenlaudic ;  Haven  had  been  stationed  forsome  years 
amongst  the  Eskimos  in   Greenland,  and  had    learned  Eskimo,     flie 
ii)skimo  was  astonished  to  hear  a  European  spenk  his  language,  and 
answered  back  in  broken  French.     The  next  day  Haven  met  thirteen 
Eskimos.     On  July  17, 1765,  Haveo  and  three  companions  landed  at 
Chateau    Bay.      Haven    and     Schlotzer    went    north,    Druchart   and 
John  Hill  remained,  and  had  intercourse  with  several  huhdred  Eskimos 
for  about  a  month.    The  early  labours  of  the  missionaries  were  very  luuc'' 
interrupt-ed  by  the  quarrels  and  lights  between  the  traders,  especially 

1  NbbersHnrboor  is  marked  iaReichel'i      or  Nisbel's  Harbour,  I75S,"  and  I>e«  *^' 
mapofHonhera  Labrador  lu"  ford's  Bigbt,      miles  Boath  of  Cape  Ailik. 
'  Set  ante,  p.  883. 
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the  New  EnglandeiB,  and  the  natives.  The  6rst  mission  at  Nnin  was 
founded  in  1771 ;  Okak,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  north  of  Nain, 
was  established  in  1775,  Hopedale  in  1782,  Hebron  in  1830.  Zoar  in 
1865,  and  Bamah,  the  most  northern  station,  in  1871. 

Besides  attending  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  Eskimo,  the 
Moravians  have  done  much  to  improve  their  condition  in  other  ways. 
Instead  of  miserable  huta  and  kayaks,  they  now  have  wooden  houses  nnd 
boale  on  the  European  model;  they  are  not  wealthy,  nor  even  well  fed, 
according  to  our  standard,  but  they  never  how  suffer  fiom  actual 
privation ;    the   missionaries,  in    a   patriarchal 

way,  not  only  managing  and  controlling  their  

religion  and  education,  but  also  all  their  trade 
and  business.  !Not withstanding  the  very  able 
management  of  the  brethren,  the  missions  are 
not  self-supporting.  About  twenty  thousand 
dollars  a  year  are  received  from  the  parent 
society  to  carry  on  their  work  at  Labrador. 
The  principal  station  and  head-quarter*  of  tiie 
Moravian  Brethren  is  at  Nain,  where  they 
have  substantially -built  premises,  weU  laid 
out    gardens,    &c. ;    from    six    to    eight    mis-  m^tih  bead. 

sionaries  superintend  their  work   here.     Their  jionKia»jiit»ionart. 

other  stations  are  Hopedale,  with  six  mission- 
aries ;  Zoar,  two;  Hebron,  four;  Okak,  four;  and  Ramah,  two.  The 
miBsionaries  are  all  well-educated,  earnest  men  ;  considering  the  dreary 
field  of  their  labour,  the  isolation,  privations,  and  hardships  they 
necessarily  undergo  in  carrying  out  their  laborious  work,  even  the 
prejudiced  observer  must  acknowledge  that  only  the  highest  Christian 
motive  of  self-devotion,  and  earnest  zeal  f(»r  the  conversion  of  the 
heathen,  could  induce  these  men  to  labour  so  abundantly,  b<ith  in  torrid 
Africa  and  arctic  Labrador.  The  most  rabid  opponents  of  Christian 
missions  are  unanimoiis  in  titeir  praises  of  the  Moravians. 

It  has  been  argued,  and  with  some  show  of  reason,  that  civilizing 
the  Eskimos,  means  destroying  their  virtues  and  self-reliance  as  a  savage 
race ;  it  is,  alas,  only  too  true  that  they  are  a  decaying  race,  but  the  same 
may  be  said  of  the  heathen  Eskimos  of  the  further  north,  they  are  also 
fast  decreasing ;  the  absence  of  game  and  the  terrible  vicissitudes  of  the 
Arctic  climate  is  decimating  the  Arctic  Highlanders  more  surely  thnn 
civilization  is  killing  out  their  Greenland  and  Labrador  brethren. 

The  great  opponents  and  life-loog  enemies  of  the  Eskimos,  the 
Montagnaifi    and  Nascopeee,  have  always  been  hunters.      With  their 
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families  they  wander  aU  over  the  vast  peninsnla  of  Labrador,  shooting 
and  trapping.  The  cariboo,  their  principal  supply  of  food,  is  yearly 
diminishing;  stsrvntion,  whiskey,  and  the  contagious  dispasefi  of  the 
whites  have  so  decimated  these  hsrdy  tribes,  that  now  only  a  few 
hundred  poor  degraded  savages  represent  this  once  flourishing  branch  of 
the  fierce  Algonquin  race. 

In  the  Dictionary  of  Commerce,  hy  Lewis  Roberts,  printed  in 
London,  1638,  there  is  an  account  of  the  French  Settlement  of  Brest. 
afterwards  Bradore,  in  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle.  "  It  was,"  he  says, 
"  the  chief  town  of  New 
"  France,  the  residence  of 
"  the  Qovemor,  Almoner, 
"  and  other  public  ofGcera; 
"  the  French  draw  from 
"  thence  large  quantities 
"  of  baccalao,  whale  fins, 
"  and  train  [oil],  tc^ther 
"  withcastor[b«aver]and 
"  other  valuable  furs." 
It  is  computed  that  it 
contained  two  hundred 
houses  and  a  thousand 
inhabitants  in  winter.' 
About  160O,  Brest  began 
'"-  to  decay.    In  1630  a  grant 

Afltr  a  photograph  bg  B.  O.  BryaHi.  •■  gQ    seigOeurie  "    of   four 

leagues  of  the  coast 
embracing  the  town  was  granted  to  a  Seigneur  Courtemande.  Alter 
the  conquest  of  Canada  by  the  English,  Bradore  and  the  surrounding 
coast  west  was  monopolised  by  a  company  in  Quebec  known  as  "  the 
I^hrador  Company." 

From  about  1545  io  about  1700  Basque  whalers  and  cod-fiahers  in 
considerable  numbers  frequented  the  Straits  and  the  Gulf  of  St  Lawrence. 
The  western  end  of  Belle  Isle  Straits,  where  it  widens  out  into  the  Gulf 
of  St.  Lawrence,  is  marked  on  the  old  maps  as  the  "  Grand  Bay  "  ;  hero 
the  Biscayans  at  first  had  Brest  as  their  headquarters ;  their  rendezvous, 
however,  for  general  convoy  to  Spain  was  always  at  St.  John's  for  the 
first  half  of    the  sixteenth  century.     After  the  Armada  year  they 

1  The  remains  of  worfca  at  Bradore  are  deserted  bj  the  French  early  in  the  etren- 
slUI  traceslile,  though  all  the  boildingg  have  teenth  ceotur^,  on  account  of  the  hoBtilitj-  of 
long  since  dinppeared.    The  sGltlement  wai      the  Kikimo  aad  the  decaj  of  the  fnr  tnd«. 
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conaorted  more  with  tlie  French ;  fishiog  at  first  about  St.  Pierre  and 
Fortune  Bay,  they  gradually  advanced  round  hy  the  west  coast  up  to 
the  Straits.  From  a  very  early  period,  probably  to  keep  away  from 
the  turbulent  English,  the  French  tished  on  the  north-east  coast  of 
Newfoundland  from  White  Bay  to  Quirpon,  called  by  them  "IjC  Petit 
Nord,"  and  in  the  etrails  of  Belle  Isle.  From  Bonne  Eeperance  to  Cape 
Charles  was  about  the  extent  of  their  fishing  operations,  and  within 
this  limit  only  are  French  names. 

The  first  authentic  account  of  a  settled  English  Labrador  fishery 
occurs  after  the  peace  of  1763,  when  Labrador  and  Anticosti  were 
annexed  to  Newfoundland.  Prior  to  that  date  a  few  English 
green  fish  catchers,  traders  and  furriers  from  Lower  Canada,  and 
New  Englandera  had  been  doing  a  desultory  sort  of  business  on 
the  coast ;  there  were  few,  if  any,  settlers  between  the  Straits  and 
I'LumUtoQ  Inlet ;  probably  a  score  or  two  of  white  men  and  "  courrii^rs 
da  boia  "  had  intermarried  with  the  lDdian!>,  and  carried  on  a  salmon 
and  winter  seal  fishery.  Governor  Palliser'  made  regulations  for  the 
Labrador  6shery  to  be  carried  on  a<)  a  ship  fishery,  and  to  protect  Englisli 
ioterests  he  built  Fort  Pitt  iu  Chnteau  Bay,  and  garrisoned  it  with  an 
officer  and  soldiers.  Through  tbc  opposition  of  the  Canadians  and  New 
Englandera,  who  then  frequented  the  coast,  Labrador  was  taken  away 
from  the  jurisdiction  of  Newfoundland  and  placed  again  under  Canadian 
rule  in  1774  by  the  Quebec  Act  (14  Gea  III.  cap.  Ixxxiii.). 

Iu  1820,  according  to  the  estimate  of  Captain  Hercules  Robinson, 
R.N.,  five  hundred  and  thirty  sail  of  American  vessels,  with  a  few  sloops 
and  brigs,  employing  five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  men,  caught 
five  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  quintals  of  fish,  whilst  the  whole  catch 
of  English  fishermen  at  Labrador  was  at  the  same  time  only  one  hundred 
and  thirty-four  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty  quintals.  The  trade, 
indeed,  had  attained  very  considerable  dimensions  prior  to  the  war  of 
1812,  and  Sabine's  Btatement,  that  American  fishermen  and  traders  did 
not  frequent  the  Labrador  shores  before  1794,  appears  very  doubtful. 
We  gather  from  our  Records  that  American  whalers  and  traders  visited 
the  coast,  and  were  of  a  very  lawless,  troublesome  disposition,  even  prior 
to  1760.  It  was  a  common  thing  at  that  period  to  combine  whaling 
fishing  and  trading  for  furs  in  one  adventure ;  the  ubiquitous  New 
Englander  had  his  market  in  our  northern  outports  as  early  us  1698, 
not  long  after  the  formation  of  the  settlements  of  Fogo  and  Twillingate  ; 
the  Slades  and  other  meichanta  of  Fogo  and  Twillingate  sent  trading  and 
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fishing  vessels  to  Labrador;  iQ  1770  we  have  an  authentic  acconnt  nf 
these  voyages ;  it  appears  very  improbable,  therefore,  that  the  enterprimng 
New  Englanders,  hearing  all  about  the  Labrador  from  Newfoundlanders, 
did  not  also  push  their  operations  into  this  new  and  fruitful  field  of 
adventure. 

Many  years  before  the  formation  of  English  establiBhrnents  ftt 
Labrador  (such  aa  Noble  and  Pinson's  at  Temple  Bay  about  1768, 
Nicholas  Darby's  at  Cape  Charles  in  1767,  and  Cartwright's  at  the  same 
place  in  1770),  the  Newfoundland  merchants  Rent  Sailings  sIiipB  to 
Labrador.  Kewnians,  Hunter,  and  the  Slades  from  Twillingate  and 
Fogo  were  amongst  tlie  e  irliest  adventurers  in  tliia  new  business^  Their 
operations  were  confined  to  the  coast  between  the  Straits  and  Oupe 
Cliarles.  North  of  this  there  was  perpetual  danger  from  the  Moud- 
tiiineers  and  Eskimos.  The  French  excited  the  Indians  against  t)ie 
English,  and  latterly  gaVe  the  Mountaineers  firearms,  with  which  they 
waged  a  releutlees  wnr  jigainst  the  Eskimo.^  Tliis  trade  did  not 
commence  until  after  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  1763.' 

The  most  full  and  accurate  information  about  Labrador  from  1770 
is  afforded  us  by  the  ponderous  diary  t)f  Cartwright.  The  gallant 
major  used  very  humane  measures  towards  the  Indians,  both  Eskimos 
and  Mountaineers^  completely  won  their  confidence,  and  did  s  lai;gie 
trade  with  them.  Until  Caitwright's  and  Lucas's  friendly  intercourse 
with  them,  they  were  accounted  the  n.ost  savage  tribe  on  the  wbote 
American  continent.  Cartwright  appears  to  have  succeeded  in  winning 
the  attachment  of  both  Mountaineers  and  Eskimos  to  the  English. 
Before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  he  expounded  his  plans 
for  overcoming  the  hostility  of  the  Red  Indians  of  Newfoundland.  In 
his  testimony  he  mentions  his  succi'seful  elforts  to  promote  amicable 
relations  with  the  savages  on  the  Labrador  coast.  It  is  largely  due  to 
his  humane  efforts  and  the  ministry  of  t!ie  Moravian  missionaries  th»t 
both  Mountaineers  and  Eskimos  became  friendly  to  Europeans. 

'  Sec  p.  327,  P«!lifler'i  letter  to  Governnr  »iid  Pinson's  vePM;l!>,  Hiipf  and  Aunt,  M  * 

Seinard  of  Magsathusetts.     At  Forteau  old  fishing  voyBge  from   Oulmoulh  and  W»t«^ 

»t^l'lers  point  oat  the  buttlefletd  of  the  fcreat  ford  to  Temple  hay,  Labrador  ;  on  the  I3U> 

fight  Imtweea  the  Kskimns  and  MODtBgnniii ',  of  Auguni  toe  American  private«r  Mui"^ 

thi-   couuli}r   around   is    streired    vith    flint  captured  both  Teoeli.    Noble  aod  FinMHi'* 

chippiDgB.     It  is  a  tradition  that  the  Mouo-  mauler,  Aatwick,  said   thpre  neie  no  Mltle- 

tuiueera  descended  on  (he  coast  nt  this  point,  ments  at  Labrador  but  tbone  bdnnping  to  '** 

and  here  oceumd  the  great  i-truggle  betwwn  plaintiffs.   This  w»g  sot  coTT«ei,a>  CanHngBt 

the  Highlanders  and  Lowlundere  of  Lnbradnr.  and   Darhj  had  a   fibbing  establiitbDiea' *' 

The    l^^wlanders  were    bcateti    and    driven  Cape    Charles,    beg^nnintc     1767.       FreK'°' 

norih.  Kewman,  and  Huuler  were  called  to  pfoy' 

'  Noble    t'.    Kennoway. — The    case    of  the  practice  of  ihf  Labrador  trade.    In  li'* 

Noble  Btai.  i-.Keimon»y, an  action  on  u  policy  judgment,  Lonl  Mansfield  said,  "Sinoe  ih' 

of  insumoce,  tried   before   U.rd  Mansfield  in  Treaty  of  Paris  (17S:!)  a  new  tmde  h»  *«"' 

17HU,   arose    out   of  the   capture   of   Noble  opened  to  I«b:ador." 
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One  of  tLe  most  remarkable  books  ever  written  is  "A  Joiimal  of 
"  Transactions  and  Events  during  a  Beaidence  of  nearly  Sixteen  Years 
"  on  the  Coast  of  Labrador,"  by  George  Cartwright.  He  was  bom  1739. 
After  serving  in  the  army  he  came  out  to  Newfoundlund  with  hia 
brother,  John  Cartwright,  R.N.,  first  lieutenant  of  H.M.S.  Gv-emaey, 
under  Sir  Hugh  Palliser,  in  1766.  John  Cartwright  was  sent  to  try 
and  make  peace  with  the  Red  Indians,  and  had  command  of  a  small 
Bchooner ;  George  accompanied  him  on  these  trips.  He  came  out  again 
to  Newfoundland  with  his  brother  in  1768.  In  March  1770  he  entered 
into  partnership  with  a  Lieutenant  Lucas,  and  Perkins  and  Coghlau  of 
Bristol,  to  carry  on  business  at  Labrador  under  the  firm  of  Perkins, 
Coghlan,  Cartwright,  and  Lucna  Their  objects  were  two-fold :  to  trade 
and  promote  friendly  intercourse  with  the  savage  Eskimos.  In  1767, 
Nicholas  Darby,  of  Bristol,  father  'if  the  celebrated  Mrs.  Robinson,  bad 
an  establishment  at  Cape  Charles ;  three  of  his  men  were  murdered  by 
the  Indians,  and  he  had  in  consequence  abandoned  the  post.  This 
waa  the  first  place  Cartwright  took  possession  of  in  1770.  Lucas,  who 
had  previously  lived  at  Cape  Charles  with  Darby,  had  taken  an  Eskimo 
woman  to  England  about  1768,  and  bad  learned  the  language  from  her, 
and  had  brought  her  back  again.  On  his  cruise  up  the  Labrador  const 
in  1770  Lucas  made  friends  with  an  Eskimo  family,  and  brought  them  to 
Cape  Charles,  where  they  lived  the  first  winter  with  Cartwright ;  by  this 
means  friendly  intercourse  was  opened  with  the  wliole  tribe,  who  were 
afterwards  on  the  best  terms  with  the  English,  and  especially  friendly 
with  the  major,  who  invariably  treated  them  kindly  and  honestly. 
In  1772  he  brought  two  Eskimo  families  to  England,  who  were  pre- 
sented to  the  King,  and  created  great  excitement  in  London ;  all  died 
in  England  of  small-pox,  except  one  woman. 

The  gallant  Major's  journal  is  in  three  large  volumes;  all  the 
incidents  in  his  career  are  told  with  the  utmost  frankness.  His  only 
rivals  ill  the  Labrador  busines':>,  the  only  other  firm  having  establish- 
ments of  any  importance  on  the  whole  dreaiy  coast  of  Labrador,  were 
Noble  and  Pinson's,  of  Temple  Bay.  The  two  houses  were  always  at 
war;  no  language  is  too  strong  for  Cartwright  to  use  toward."  bis  hated 
rivals;  in  vituperation  Cartwright  could  give  points  even  to  a  local 
editor.  Every  day's  work  and  every  animal  killed  is  noted  in  this 
immense  diary ;  even  the  most  inveterate  sportsman  would  tire  a  little 
after  perusing  sixteen  years  of  this  daily  work  of  slaughter.  Cartwright 
was  an  honest,  upright  man,  but  a  total  failure  in  business ;  his  interest  ia 
sport  aud  his  love  of  natural  history  were  far  keener  than  bis  attention 
to  codfish  and  seals.  He  met  with  great  losses ;  the  worst  of  all  was  the 
plundering  of  all  hia  possessions,  aliips,  servants,  stores,  fish  oils,  and 
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skins  by  that  "  lying  rascal  Jobn  GiiiQfiB,"  commaniier  of  the  privst«er 
Minerva,  of  Boston,  mounting  twenty  nine-pounders  und  manned  by  one 
hundred  and  sixty  men.  One  of  hia  own  servants,"  that  villain  Dominick 
Kinnien,"  as  he  c:ills  him,  piloted  them  and  joined  the  privateer's  crew 
with  bis  six  men.  Poor  Cai  twright  lost  £14,000 ;  he  would  have  made  a 
dear  profit  of  £1,500  upon  the  year's  transaction.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  tLat  C'ai'twri;^ht  did  immense  service  in  reconciling^  tbe  Bskimos 


From  a»  anffraviie  in  hit  Jimmal. 

to  English  rule ;  hi;*  treatment  of  thes-i  savage  tribes  was  uniformly 
kind  and  considerate ;  his  honourable  and  straightforward  tiimsactiwis 
won  their  complete  confidence.  He  was  a  curious  anomaly ;  whilst 
frankly  immoral,  he  was  at  the  same  time  most  regular  in  bis  religious 
devotions ;  his  ruling  passion  was  the  love  of  sport.  Latterly  1>^ 
i-emoved    fro:n    Cape    Charles    and    founded    the    establishment    «* 
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Cartwright,  Sandwich  Bay,  now  occupied  by  the  Hudson's  B^y 
Company.^  Cartwright,  in  hiM  diary,  mentions  the  prcBence  of  the 
Moravian  missionaries  on  the  Labrador,  but  he  attached  very  little 
importance  to  their  devoted  hiboura. 

The  more  rigid  proceedings  of  English  and  French  naval  officers 
after  1783  against  the  ship  fishermen  on  the  north-east  and  west  coast 
so  harassed  our  traders  that  they  began  to  extend  their  operations  on 
the  Labrador  coast,  and  about  the  same  time,  from  1783  to  1800,  Jersey 
houses  commenced  business  at  Blanc  Sablon,  Forteau,  and  other  places 
in  the  Straits.    In  the  petition  to  the  Governor  of  Newfoundland 


From  a  dnmiitg  bg  H»  Bon.  (Md  Am.  W.  Orat. 


De  Quettville  *  sets  out  the  price  he  had  paid  for  his  room  at  Blanc 
Sablon  (now  owned  by  Job  Brothers,  and  under  the  able  management 
of  the  Hod.  S.  BlanJford).  About  this  period  also  other  West-country 
houses,  besides  Noble  &  Pinson,  commenced  burliness  at  Lance  a-Loup, 
Grady,  and  Henley  Harbour.     In  1813  Sir  Richard  O.  Keats  appointed 


■  Csrtwright  lold  to  Hunt  ft  Henl^,  from 
whom  the  Hodion  Baj  Compiny  purcbued 
ihufr  prewot  entshlinhmeDt. 

>  Id  oar  Kecords  of  18IS  then  ii  ■  letter 
from  Do  Qaettritle  to  GoTcmor  Keftt*  tibout 
fail  fisbing  eftftbliBhmenti  at  Poiteau  and 
B.ano  SabloD.    la  1784  two  veweU  ireie  Kot 


tbere  hj  Pointenire  Se  RoblnsOD.  Forteia 
Grcit  Hoom  und  Admiral'!  Point  were  bouiht 
by  Tbomtu  Falle  and  De  Quettrille  ia  ITSfi ; 
in  1808  De  Quettville  bougbt  botb  roomn, 
Forlean  and  BIbdc  Sabloo,  for  £769  iterliD^c. 
The  Jenej  booie  of  R^bin  btf-tn  Ihdr  flituDg 
operationa  at  Cape  Bretoa  in  I7A0. 
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Piason,  of  Temple  Bay,  and  Samuel  Prowse,  of  Capo  Charles,  justices  of 
the  peace  for  fie  Labrador ;  it  was  the  first  attempt  to  create  courts  of 
justice  on  this  desolate  coast. 

Planters  from  Conception  Bay  were  amongst  the  first  pioneers  in 
this  great  fishery  ;  to  day  the  contingent  from  Harbour  Gnice. 
Carhonear,  Brigus,  Bay  Rolierts,  Port  de  Grave,  Harbour  Main,  Holy- 
rood,  Bonavista,  Twillingate,  and  Fogo  form  the  bulk  of  the  Newfound- 
Innd  fi-hermen  on  the  Labrador  coast.  Yeju-  by  year  enterprising 
Newfoundlanders  have  extended  tlieir  operations  farther  and  farther 
up  the  coast  towards  Cape  Chidley. 

The  expansion  of  the  English  fishery  at  Labrador  began   ubout  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century ;  for  the  first  period  it  waa  confined 
to  the  Straits  and  CapeChailes;  Cartwtight  was  the  first  En^Uahman 
to   extend   his   operations    to  the  settlement  now   bearing     his   name. 
The  next  extension  wag  from  Cape  Charles  to  Seal 
Islands   by    green    fisli    catchers.      The   third    move 
forward   was   to  S[X)Lted  Island  and  Sandwich  Bay. 
The  fourth  was  from  Spotted  Island  to  Qrosewater 
Bay.     Settlers  in  all  cases  Jbliowed  in   the  wake  of 
the  green  fish  catchers,     Mr.  CharlesCozens,  of  Brigus, 
about  1850,  was  the  first  trader  who  adventured  as 
far  as  Indian  Harbour.     Thomas  Brown,  Downer,  and 
Wade,  of  Conception   Harbour,  were    the    most  a''- 
venturous  of  these  later  green  fish  catcheis,  and  were 
St  B.  B.  ParMoiu.         ^^^  ^^^   ^  8°  uortli  of   the  Moraviaii   settlements. 
Spracklin's,  at  Cape  Harrigan,  a  dealer  of  Messrs.  Job's, 
is  to-day   the  most  northern  fishing   e^tabii-hment   occupied  by  New- 
foundlanders.   Downer  had  fished  at  Nachvak  for  twelve  years,  and  Wade 
had  been  to  Iron  Strand  below  Eclipse  Harliour  for  several  season-s. 

Thirty  years  ago  Mr.  Nathan  Norman's  establishment  at  Indian 
Harbonr,  now  owned  by  Job  Brothers,  was  the  most  northern  of  th* 
Newfoundland  establLshments,  though  a  few  wcbuoners  from  Holyrooil 
and  Hiirbour  Main  soon  after  ventured  to  fish  farther  up  the  coftst. 
To-day  Newfoundland  fishing  extends  far  beyond,  and  last  summer  the 
Hon.  S.  Blandford  in  the  steamer  Nimrod  explored  and  fialied  as  fa'' 
north  as  Cape  Chidley.^ 

In  the  olden  times,  planters,  with  their  fjimilies  and  household  belong- 
ings, including  their  dogs  and  goats,  used  annually  to  transport  themsek*^ 
to  the  Labrador  for  tlie  fishing  season.  Until  within  the  hist  few  yeai^ 
alt  this  immense  traffic  was  carried  on  by  sailing  vessels,  mistly  Bim" 
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schooners;  there  was  overcrowding,  and  a  great  want  of  proper 
accommodation  for  the  women ;  to-day,  thanks  to  Mr,  Bogerson  aad  his 
Bill  regulating  the  Labrador  passenger  traffic,  and  abo  to  the  more 
general  use  of  steamei'S,  the  emigration  of  our  hardy  fisher  folks  to 
XAbrador  is  conducted  in  a  safer,  more  orderly,  and  more  decent  way ;  a 
voyage  in  a  planter's  vessel  to  and  from  I^abrador  even  now,  however,  is 
not  exactly  luxurious  travelling. 

I  have  a  lively  remembrance  of  one  episode  in  this  Labrador 
emigration.  All  the  first  three  weeks  ot  November  18CS  there  was 
terrible  anxiety  inBrigus  about  William  John  Ralibit's  brig.  Hunter; 
she  was  known  to  be  an  old  veasiel,  and  was  much  over  due.  Everyone 
bad  faith  in  William  Jolm,  but  liis  coming  was  long  delayed.  All  day 
long  the  disti-acted  relatives  straiaed  their  eyea  for  a  vision  of  the 
Hunter  coming  up  the  Bay,  The  vessel  was  shrrt-handed  and  full  of 
women  and  cliildren.  By  many  she  was  given  up  for  lost;  women 
went  about  wringing  their  hands,  weeping  and  waiiing  and  lamenting 
for  the  dead.  One  morning  I  was  awakened  by  an  unusual  noise  and 
disturbance  in  the  settlement ;  it  was  just  daylis^ht.  As  I  peered  through 
the  window  I  saw  a  bare-headed  fellow,  with  his  garments  loose  about 
him,  mad  as  an  Indian  Fakir,  rushing  tlirough  the  streets,  shouting  at 
the  top  of  Ills  voice,  "  The  HurUer  is  coming  !  The  Hunter  is  coming  ! " 

The  shout  electrified  Brigus ;  women  and  men  half  dressed,  wild 
with  intense  excitement,  rushed  out  to  see  her ;  and  in  a  short  time  the 
battered  old  brig  was  seen  slowly  coming  round  the  point;  her  sails 
hung  about  ber  loose  and  ragged,  her  old  gear  was  weather-beaten  and 
dilapidated,  her  stumpy  spars  bore  only  her  topsails;  but  what  joy! 
what  intoxication  of  delight  I  that  clumsy  old  vessel  brought  to  Brigus 
on  that  fine  sunny  November  morning. 

With  many  others  I  went  on  board  the  Hunter,  and  ns  long  as  I  Hve 
I  shall  never  forget  the  scene — tlie  women  and  cliiMren,  goats,  pigs,  and 
dogs,  crowded  in  her  hold.  After  seeing  and  smelling,  I  believe  I  can 
now  form  an  idea  of  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage,  and  the  odours 
and  sufferings  of  tlie  chained  negroes  in  the  slaver's  hold. 

For  many  years  past  the  Newfoundland  Government  has  sent  down  a 
doctor  each  sea-ton  to  visit  the  Labrador  residents;  valuatile  medical 
assistance  has  also  teen  given  by  the  surgeons  of  the  English  meo-of- 
war,  who  periodically  visit  a  portion  of  the  coast.  It  has  long  been 
felt  that  more  should  be  done  for  the  healih  and  comfort  of  this  large 
population,  scattered  over  sueh  an  extensive  coast ;  the  colonial  doctor 
and  the  man-of -wur  surgeoa's  csiils  were  like  angels'  visits,  veiy  few  and 
far  between.  All  this  miserable  state  of  affairs  baa  now  been  remedied 
to  a  large  extent  by  the  operation  of  the  Deep  Sei  Mission. 
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For  the  following  acr^unt  ot  the  inception  and  work  of  the  mission, 
I  am  indebted  to  the  superintendent,  Wilfred  T.  GrenfeJl,  M.RC.S. : — 

In  1891  Mr.  F.  S.  Hopwood,  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  England,  and  a 
member  of  the  council  of  the  above  missiou,  passed  through  St.  John's 
Newfoundland,  on  hia  way  from  Canada.  Here  he  was  convinced  that 
the  exigencies  and  privation?  of  the  Labrador  fisher  folk  constituted  a 
clear  call  on  the  society  to  extend  their  medical  and  mission  work  to  the 
poor  British  toilers  of  the  sea  on  dreary  Labrador.  On  his  return  to 
Epglund  the  council  of  the  Society  adopted  his  Biiggestion,  and  in  1892 
appointed  their  superintendent,  Wilfred  T.  Grenfell,  to  fit  out  one  of 
their  vessels  for  a  trans-Atlantic  voyage  and  proceed  to  Ijabrador,  in 
order  that  they  might  be  better  informed  about  this  claim  on  their 
resourcea  Accordingly,  in  June  1892,  their  hospital  vessel  A^ert 
sailed  from  Great  Yarmouth  (England),  with  a  crew  of  nine  men  and 
the  doctor  on  board.  A  considerable  sum  was  spent  in  alterations  and 
outfit,  the  largest  item  being  the  Rheathing  of  the  vessel's  bows  with 
hard  wood  to  prelect  her  from  the  ice.  In  twenty-one  days  she  arrived 
at  St.  John's,  where  a  pilot  was  provided  for  her  by  the  Newfoundland 
Go^'emment,  and  a  week  later  she  made  a  landfall  at  Domino  on  the 
east  coast  of  Labrador, 

The  Albert  is  a  ketch  of  ninety-seven  tons 
register,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  tons  gross 
measurement,  and  was  built  as  a  sister  ship  to 
the  mission's  first  hospital  vessel  Queen  Victoria. 
Siie  was  natned  by  permission  of  Her  Mujesty, 
who  is  patron  of  the  mission,  and  has  from  the 
first  taken  a  deep  interest  in  its  charitable  work, 
and  been  a  constant  subscriber  to  its  funds. 

The  Albert  remained  three  months  on  the 
coast  visiting  the  settlements  as  far  north  as 
Hopedale   (Moravian  mission  station),   and   as  m«,  w  a  obiitk. 

far  south  as  Red  Bay  in  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle.  a»  a  b.  Panont. 

On  the  return  to  St.  John's  a  careful  report  was 

drawn  up  by  the  superintendent  and  read  to  a  meeting  of  merchants 
and  planters  called  by  his  Excellency  Sir  Terence  O'Brien,  K.C.M.Q,, 
Go^■emor  of  Newfoundland,  at  Qovernment  House. 

It  was  explained  that  the  mission  was  neither  sectarian  nor  political, 
but  simply  a  philanthropic  work,  aiming  at  alleviaiing  the  condition 
of  the  poor  Labrador  fishermen  and  their  families,  and  preaching  the 
Gospel.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  it  was  decided  to  raise  funds  to 
bnild  two  hospitals  on  the  coast ;  a  house  ready  built  was  presented  by 
Mr.  Walter  Baine  Grieve,  at  Battle  Harbour,  to  serve  as  the  first     The 
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Society  in  June  1893  sent  out  the  Albert  a  second  time,  with  a  nurse 
and  doctor  for  each  hospital;  also  a  small  steRm  laanch  called  tbe 
Frnnceaa  May  waa  provided  by  the  mission  to  enable  the  superintendent 
to  visit  as  many  intermediate  stations  as  possible.  Indian  Harbour,  at 
the  entrance  of  Hamilton  Inlet,  was  chosen  for  the  site  of  the  sectmd 
hospital.  The  Report  for  1893,  given  in  the  Appendix,  shows  the 
progress  of  this  good  work.  Daring  the  year  there  wei-e  only  two 
deaths  in  tbe  hospitals,  one  more  patient  died  at  Battle  Harbour,  and 
another  soon  after  reaching  St.  John's. 

At  the  close  of  the  season  of  1893,  two  of  the  doctors,  Grenfell  and 
Bobardt,  visited  Canada  in  order  to  endeavour  to  raise  an  inlerent  and 
gain  funds  for  the  mission  in  the  Dominion.  They  were  eminently 
successful.  A  branch  of  the  society  was  formtd  in  Halifax,  N.S., 
where  numbers  of  Canadinn  vessels  fishing  in  the  gulf  and  off  the 
Labrador  coast  come  for  supplies.  A  second  branch  of  the  society  was 
formed  in  Montreal.  Here  Sir  Donald  A  Smith,  K.C.M.O.,  who  in  eiirly 
life  had  speot  several  years  in  the  Hudson  Bay  Company's  service,  at 
North  West  Biver,  Hamilton  Inlet,  presented  the  mission  with  a  suitable 
steam  yacht,  seventy-eight  feet  long,  fourteen  feet  beam,  which  was 
adapted  and  fitted  out  for  the  special  work  she  has  now  to  perform. 
Sir  Donald  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  success  of  the  mission ;  he  has 
not  only  given  the  yacht  to  the  society,  but  also  a  handsome  yearly 
contribution  towards  the  expenses  of  running  the  steamer. 

Besides  this  noble  charity.  Lady  O'Brien,  the  most  benevolent  and 
kind-hearted  wife  of  our  esteemed  Governor,  each  season  sends  down 
boxes  of  clothing  to  the  more  distressed  inliabitants  of  the  Labrador : 
these  gifts  are  generally  distributed  by  the  captains  of  the  English  men- 
of-war.  For  several  years  some  benevolent  ladies  in  Portland  Maine, 
headed  by  Mr.  James  Phinney  Baxter,  have  sent  to  the  Moravian 
misvions  a  large  stock  of  warm  clothing  for  the  Eskimos. 

Terra  Novian  Labrador  bears  a  very  marked  resemblance  to  Norway 
in  the  deep  indentation  of  its  coast  line ;  the  celebrated  Norwegian  fiords 
with  their  beetling  cliffs  and  gi-and  picturesque  coast  scenery,  beloved  of 
artists  and  tourists,  have  almost  their  exact  counterpart  in  the  deep 
inlets  of  Northern  Labrador.  The  island  zone  of  the  Norw^inn  coast 
commences  just  below  the  arctic  circle ;  so  in  a  corresponding  manner  the 
very  remarkable  insular  portion  of  Labrador  begins  well  to  the  North. 
From  St.  Lewis  Sound  to  Spotted  Islands  tbe  coast  line  is  nearly  due  north 
and  south ;  with  few  exceptions  there  are  no  islands  off  the  coast  in  this 
distance  ;  as  soon,  however,  as  the  coast  line  trends  to  the  north-west, 
islands  become  numerous  and  continually  increase  in  numbers  and  extend 
mitil  Cape  Mugford  is  reached ;  from  Cape  Mugford  to  Cape  Chidley 
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the  coatit  line  and  the  island-studded  ocean  fonn.^  a  labyrinth  of  arclii- 
pelagus  and  deep  fiords,     h'rom  the  mouth  of  these  deep  indentationa    of 
the  coast  to  the  far-off  rocks  and  islets,  there  is  an  estim  ited  depth  all 
along  this  portion  ot   Labrador  of  not  less  than  twenty  miles.     Ontside 
of  thia  island  zone  for  thirty  miles  are  valuable  fishing  hinks,  and   off 
from  these  again  at  a  distance  variously  estimated  at  from  one  hundred 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  ate  other  banks,  the  feeding  ground  of 
innumerable  cod,  corresponding  to  the  great  banks  off  Newfoundland. 
Professor  Hind  states  that  there  are  eztensive  banks  lying  off  the 
shore   all   along  this   northern    part  of   Jjabrador.     Captain  Blandford 
believe.^,  from  the  number  of  stranded  icebergs  seen  on  his  voyage  of 
discovery,  that  these  banks  are  at  least  thirty  miles  off  from  the  arehi- 
pelngo  of  islands  that  fringe  the  coast  north  from  the  Bull  Dog  Islands 
to  Cape  Chidley.     This  portion  of  the  coast  has  never  been  properly 
surveyed,  and  when   fully   laid    down   in   a   chart, 
Captain    Blandford   believes  the  islands   and  fior.ls 
will  be  found  very  differently  situated  from  the  pre- 
sent vague  idea  of  coast  line.    It  is  calculated  that  the 
codfishing  grounds  on  this  vast  Northern  Labrador 
are  equal  in  extent  to  the  whole  area  of  our  Island's 
coast  fishery  ;  to  a  large  extent  it  is  a  terra  incognila, 
bu*.  from  the  information  already  obtained  it  would 
appear  to  afford  in  the  future  an  almost  indefinite 
extension  of  our  fishery. 
Hoa.  B.  BuiTDPOBD.  I   am    ludobted    to   Captain   the   Hon.   Samuel 

Bj)  J.  Vft.  Blandford  for  a  very  interesting  account  of  his  ex- 

ploring trip  to  Cape  Chidley  in  1893,  He  started 
from  Blanc  Sablon  on  the  Ist  of  August,  in  the  as.  N^imrod,  with  a  crew 
of  forty-five  men,  ten  trap  boats,  five  traps,  and  four  cod  seines ;  on 
the  ()tli  August  he  arrived  at  Nachvak  Bay.  This  l:>ay  he  describes  as 
a  long  inlet,  about  a  mile  wide,  and  fifteen  miles  deep,  the  land  on 
both  sides  being  precipitous,  rising  to  the  height  of  about  three  thousand 
feet ;  it  is  indented  with  coves,  some  of  which  have  a  strand ;  at  its 
head  it  divides  into  two  arms ;  into  the  north-west  branch  a  large  brook 
pours  its  waters ;  the  land  is  lower  here  than  in  any  other  part  of 
Nachvak  ;  there  is  a  I.irge  trout,  fishery  at  the  mouth  of  the  brook. 
Captain  Blandford  describes  the  bay  as  resembling  one  of  the  romantic 
fields  of  Norway,  with  deep  water  and  towering  cliffs.  An  enterprising 
Newfoundlander,  Captain  Downer,  master  of  the  schooner  Laddie, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Scott,  of  i'ogo,  has  frequented  tins  remote  spot  for  the 
past  ten  years.  There  is  a  Hudson's  Bay  post  at  Nachvak.  Fish 
struck  in,  and  in  three  days  Captain  Blandford  secured  thi-ee  hundred 
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quinttds ;  five  other  Newfoundland  schooners  came  in  whilst  the  Nimrod 
was  at  Nachvak,  On  the  17tli  of  August,  in  the  evening,  h3  anived 
off  the  Kickkertaksoflk  Islands,  south  of  the  bill  ot  Cape  Chidley. 
Here  the  current  runs  nt  the  i-ate  of  six  knots;  the  steamer  was  headed 
to  the  soutli-west,  and  about  seven  milea  from  Cape  Chidley  the 
Captain  found  a  beautiful  land-locked  port  which  be  named  "  Blaudford 
Harbour  " ;  moving  on  again,  be  found  another  commodious  port  about 
half  a  mile  inside  of  Kickkertaksoak  Islands,  which  he  named  after 
Sir  T.  N.  O'Brien.  Tliere  were  plenty  of  codfish  here,  but  the  terrible 
race  of  the  tide  and  the  danger  to  his  traps  from  floating  ice  induced 
him  to  move  further  towards  the  Cape ;  south  of  Cape  Chidley  he 
found  a  haibour  which,  in  compliment  to  his  owners,  he  named 
"  Lady  Job  Harbour."  Captain  Blandford  describes  th's  northern  haven 
as  a  beautiful  laud -locked  portj  there  was  just  room  for  the 
S.S.  Nim/rod  to  swing.  "  For  the  month  I  was  there,"  he  says,  "  we  could 
"  only  see  the  sun  at  three  o'clock,  when  it  then  crossed  a  notch  in  the 
"  hills  which  are  about  tJiree  thousand  feet  high,  with  absolutely  per- 
"  pendicular  cliffs  rising  sheer  out  of  the  water;  so  high  was  the 
"  surrounding  land,  and  so  completely  was  the  little  port  sheltered  from 
"  the  breezes,  that  we  could  never  tell  in  the  harbour  how  the  wind  was 
"  blowing."  Inside  the  Openigevik  Islands  lies  a  narrow  channel 
leading  into  Hudson's  Straits ;  nowhere  is  it  more  than  a  mile  and  a 
ha!f  wide,  and  the  tide  rushes  through  this  narrow  passage  at  a  tearful 
rate ;  the  master  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company's  steamer  Eric  lias  been 
ofiei-ed  a  large  sum  to  navigate  this  channel,  as  it  would  considerably 
shorten  the  passive  to  Hudson's  Straits,  but  as  the  vessel  would  not 
steer,  he  did  not  dare  to  run  the  risk.  I  have  a  very  strong  idea  that 
the  intrepid  Blandford  with  his  bold  Newfoundland  crew  will  somehow 
get  through  this  strait  and  solve  the  problem  of  its  difficulb  navigation. 
l"he  captain  believes  that  there  is  good  cod  fishing  around  both  the 
Button  Islands  and  Resolution  Island  in  Hudson's  Straits ;  he  intends 
to  fully  investigate  all  the  extensive  fishing  grounds  in  this  high 
norihom  latitude, 

Labrador  is  a  truly  extraordinary  country,  but  probably  the  most 
remarlcable  peculiarity  of  the  great  Arctic  Peninsula,  so  sparsely  occupied 
by  Iiiimanity,  is  the  Labrador  Post;  twice  during  the  winter,  which 
extends  from  1st  December  to  1st  June,  a  mail  is  carried  each  way 
from  Quebec  to  Ungava  in  Hudson's  Straits.  Possibly  in  Siberia  there 
may  be  long  and  difiicult  postal  communication,  but  I  doubt  if  there  is 
in  all  the  world  a  longer  or  more  dangerous  mail  route  for  men  and  dogs 
than  the  course  of  the  Labrador  mail  of  nearly  two  thousand  miles  of 
land  travel. 
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This  unique  postal  route  commences  at  Bersimis,  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miJes  belovr  Quebec,  and  connected  with  the  lower  Canadian 
capital  by  highways.  Next  the  mail  man  on  snow  shoes  aad  comatik 
takes  the  lettei3  to  Mingan,  and  from  Miugan  to  Esquimaux  Point  At 
Esquimaux  Point  the  Bonne  Esperance  mail  man  delivers  the  np  mail 
for  Quebec,  and  receives  the  down  mail  for  Northern  Labrador.  J*V(hii 
Esquimaux  Point  the  route  goes  by  Nutashqaan,  a  distance  of  a  hundred 
miles,  and  from  Nata'-hquan  to  Bonne  Es[ierance,  over  Aupfnatine  and 
Shecatica  Bays,  the  most  difficult  pnrts  of  the  coast.  In  extremely  dry 
cold  weather  the  traveller  may  be  lucky  enough  to  get  along  the  frozen 
coast  line,  but  generally  there   are   brenks  in  the  weather,  and  the 


fi»  ih»  Bo*,  and  Stv.  W.  Ornf. 


unfortunate  courier  has  to  climb  over  the  mountains  and  morasses  of 
the  back  country.  The  whole  distance  from  Bersimis  to  Bonne 
Esperance  is  seven  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  From  Bonne  Esperance 
to  Blanc  Snblon,  the  weHem  limit  of  Canadian  Labrador,  a 
special  earner  conveys  the  mail  to  Long  Point  The  mail  route  from 
Bersimis  to  Bonne  Esperance  is  difficult  ftud  from  Natashquan  to  the 
western  end  of  the  line  is  specially  tireaome  and  troablesome  to  the  mail 
man,  but  this  course  is  easy,  civilised,  and  commonplace  compared  with 
the  carriage  of  the  mails  to  the  frozen  north.  From  Blanc  Sablon,  the 
first  carrier  takes  the  mail  to  Battle  Harbour,  from  Battle  Harboai 
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another  pustman  carries  it  a  atage  further  to  Seal  Islands,  and  anotber 
from  Seal  laltinds  to  Rigoulette  Id  Han)iItoii  Inlet. 

The  Canadian  mail  route  ends  at  Long  Point,  near  Blanc  Sablon ; 
from  this  place  to  Kigoulette,  Hamilton  Inlet,  is  a  Newfonndland  postal 
route.     From  Riguulette  on  to  the  furthest  northern  post  office  at  Fort 
Chiinmo,  a  Hudson  Bay  Company's  station,  the  mails  ai-e  conveyed  in 
charge  of  the  Company's  men.     From  Kigonlette  the  next  stages  forward 
are  Stag  Bay   and  Davis   Island.      At  Bavia  Island   Mr.   John   Ford 
takes  charge  of  the  mail  to  Ungava  and  the  northern  Hudson  Bay  posts ; 
here  the  most  difficult  pait  of  thia  extraordinary  postal  journey  begins. 
Mr.  Ford,  formerly  manager  o£  the  Hudson  Bay  post  at  Nachvak,  now 
in   chaige    of    the   Hudson   Bay   Company's   post   at   George's   River, 
Ungava  Bay,  takes  the  mail  from  Davis  Inlet  across  Labrador  to  Fort 
Chimmo,   Ungava   Bay.      From  George's  River 
twice  during  the  Lahrador  winter,  with  his  team 
of  dogs  and  two  hardy  Eskitons.   he  runs  this 
perilous  post  over  an  immense  barren  wilderness. 
The  stages  are  so  long,  inhabitants  so  few,  that 
the  three  daring  postmen  have  to  trust  to  snow 
houses  and  the  wonderful  t-leeping  bags  of  the 
Hudson  Bay  travellers.     They  must  brave  all  the 
cold  of  an  Arctic   winter,  all  the   horrors  of  a 
blizzard  from  the  icy  north,  blinding  and  cutting 
like  a  razor,  the  shjrt  Arctic  day,  the  long,  cold, 
dreary  Arctic  night.     The  onlinary  post  is  such  nit.  »ohk  poed. 

an  important  ingredient  in  our  daily  existence  b»  navAc.  Pfjmumr*. 

that  life  would  hardly  seem  worth  living  without 

the  intercourse  with  our  loved  ones;  but,  alter  all,  the  post  in  civilised 
countries  is  a  commonplace,  every-day  occurrence.  Every  trip  of  the 
Labrador  postmen  is  an  adventure,  every  joumej'  is  a  daring  exploit.  The 
letters  are  cariied  over  two  thousand  miles  of  wildemeas,  in  peril  of  the 
lives  of  men.  The  postman  is  always  a  welcome  visitor  to  our  homes,  but 
to  the  Frozen  North  the  arrival  of  the  mailman's  comitik  is  the  event  of 
the  season,  the  niailcarrier  the  hero  of  adventure,  his  advent  the  one 
pleasant  break  in  the  dreary  monotony  of  the  poor,  isolated  settlers'  lives. 

I  am  indebted  to  J.  0,  Fraser,  Postmaster-General  of  New- 
foundland, for  the  following  informatiou  about  the  Labrador  post  in 
summer.  This  mail  service  to  the  Labrador  is  performed  by  steamers 
of  a  superior  ctuss.  Leaving  St,  John's  generally  in  the  first  week  in 
July,  the  boats  call  at — 

Harbonr  Graco,  thence  to  Plower'a  Cove  or  NameleBS  Cove,  Lftnse-tm-Lonp, 
Blanc  Sablon,  Bonne  Esperaoce  aud  Salmon  River,  thenco  going  North,  calling 
at  Bonne  Esperanco,  Blanc  Sablon,  Fort«au,  Lanae-au-Lonp,  and' Bed  Bay. 

/    p.  8739.  QQ 
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N.B.— Eed  Bay  will,  after  the  first  trip,  be  the  Sonthem  terminna  of  the 
Labrador  Bteamer's  route,  and  the  coaatal  steamer,  leftTing  St.  John's  Taesdav, 
Jnly  17th,  Till  connect  with  the  Labrador  Boat  at  that  place  on  or  about  tie 
23rd  July,  and  fortnightly  thereafter. 

Qoing  North,  afier  leaving  Red  Bay,  the  following  porta  ■will  be  called  tX, 
viz. :— Chateau  ard  Henley  Harbour,  allemately.  Chimney  Tickle,  Cape  Charles, 
ABsizes  Harbour,  Battle  Harboar,  Spear  Harbour,  Mecklenburg,  Francis  Earboar, 
Fiehing  Ships  Harbour,  Square  leland,  Dead  Island,  Sung  Harbour,  Tenisoo 
Island,  Bolster's  Rock,  Punch  Bowl,  Battean,  Domino,  Indian  Tickle,  Grtdr, 
Long  Island,  Pack's  Hiirbonr,  Indian  Harbour,  Smoky  Tickle.  White  Bears. 
Emily  Harbonr,  Holton,  Cape  Harrison,  Ragged  Islands,  Adnavick,  ILoug  Tickle. 
lUannock's  Island,  Tumavick  Islands,  Winsor's  Harbour,  Paradise,  Hopedale. 
Fanny's  Harbour,  Ifain,  Queen'g  Lake*,  Freistone  Islande,  and  Samah.  To  the  tea 
foar  ports  only  two  tripe  will  be  made,  on  which  occasion  Battle  Harboar  will  1* 
the  Southern  terminus. 

Returning  Sonlh,  steamer  will  call  at  Sprackliu'fl  Island,  Cape  Harripan. 
Davis's  Inlet,  {li-al  trip  only),  Fanny's  Harbour.  Hopedale,  Malta,  Paradii^. 
"Winsor's  H»rhonr,  Tumavick  Islands,  Ilock,  Macovick,  Iron  Bound  Island,  Long 
Tickle,  Adnavick,  Rugged  Islands,  Cspe  Harrison.  Sloop  Cove,  Tinker's  Harbour 
(frsi  two  Mi>8),  Holton,  Emily  Harbour,  "White  Bears,  Smoky  Tickle,  IndiM 
Harbour,  Eigoulette,  Indian  Islonds.  Pack's  Harbonr  and  Independent  (<ilterniitt!^]. 
Cartwright.  Long  Island.  Grady,  Indian  Tickle,  Domino,  Black  Tickle,  Battean. 
Punch  Bowl,  Seal  lalnnda.  Bolster's  Kock,  Venison  Island,  Snog  Harboar,  Dc*i 
Island,  Square  Island,  Pishing  Ship's  Harbour,  Francis  Harbour,  Merchantman* 
Barbour  (liiat  two  trips  only),  Mecklenburg,  Battle  Harbour,  Assizes  Harbour, 
Capo  Charles,  Chimney  Tickle,  Chateau,  and  Henley  Harbonr,  alternately,  anil 
Red  Bay. 

Fortnigtitly  trips  are  made  to  and  from  the  Labrador  during  fisberr 
operations  on  the  coast,  commencing  on  the  first  week  in  July  ^^ 
endin^j  about  the  first  week  in  November. 

Of  late  years  Labrador  has  excited  considerable  interest  among^ 
American  tourists,  and  various  admirable  works  have  been  written  by 
these  adventurous  Republican  travellers,  notably  Mr.  Steams,  and  the 
admirable  work  of  Professor  Packard,  by  far  the  test  late  work  extant 
on  Labrador;  besides  the  valuable  information  it  contains  respeetiog 
the  geology  and  natural  history  of  the  Peninsula,  the  author  has  com- 
piled a  most  complete  bibliography  of  Labrador,  for  which  all  future 
students  will  bless  his  memory. 

About  this  great  peninsula  there  is  the  "glamour  of  the  arctic 
Tourists,  without  running  any  of  the  imminent  perils  of  the  frozen  North, 
can  enjoy  in  a  summer  cruise  the  bracing  atmosphere  and  all  the  healthy 
influences  of  high  northern  latitudes;  to  the  sportsman,  the  lover  w 
grand  coast  sr^^nery,  and  to  the  adventurous  explorer,  Labrador  offer* 
unparalleled  attractions.  This  great  unknown  land  has  very  recently  bW 
visited  by  several  parties  of  tourists  both  from  England  and  Ameri'* 
The  great  attraction  was  the  tremendous  fulls  on  the  Grand  Ri^B^' 
Hamilton  Inlet.     Tiiis  great  natural  curiosity  had  been  described,  briefly. 


■.*--. 


oogic 


THE  GRAND  FALLS.  611 

bat  very  correctly,  by  John  McLean,^  an  offiuer  of  the  Hudson  Bay 
Compnny,  who  visitstl  it  in  1839,  In  1887,  Mr.  Randle  F.  Holme  made  a 
bold  attempt  to  reach  the  Grand  Falls  with  a  boat  and  two  men;  he 
very  pluckily  surmounted  the  difficulties  of  river  navigation,  and 
ascended  one  hundred  and  forty  milea;  unfortunately  lie  had  mis- 
calculated the  distance,  and  tbe  failure  of  his  provisixins  obliged  him  to 
return  without  accomplishing  his  main  object  An  account  of  his 
journey  was  read  by  Mr.  Holme  before  tiia  Royal  Geographical  Society, 
and  contained  much  valuable  information.^ 

Two  successful  attempts  were  mitdu  in  1891 
by  Messrs.  Bryant  and  Kenaston,  and  by  two 
Btudents  of  BowJoin  College,  Austin  Carey  and 
D.  M.  Cole.  The  latter  reached  the  falls  on  tie 
13th  August;  Mr.  Carey  published  an  account 
of  his  journey  in  the  "  Bulletin  American  Geo- 
graphical Society,"  Vol.  xxiv,,  p.  1.  Theie  has 
seldom  been  recorded  »  niore  adventurous  and 
dangerous  trip  than  the  joui-ney  of  these  two 
bold  American  boj  s ;  without  any  nssiatatice  from 
guides,  and  with  the  most  slender  i-e-ourccs,  they  bksbt  o  betikt 

surmounted   every   obstacle,   and   finally,   after  ^   oubert  and  Bacon 

losing   their   boat   by  an   accidental   fire,  they  Philadelphia. 

descended  the  river  on  a  rait  of  their  own  con- 
struction, and  arrived  half  famished  at  Rigoulette,  Nothing  in 
fiction  can  exceed  the  marvellous  liskH  and  hair-breadth  escapes  these 
young  students  went  through  in  ordei'  to  accomplish  their  object.  By 
far  the  fullest  and  most  complete  account  of  the  Grand  Fulls  and  of  the 
surronnding  country  has  been  given  to  the  world  by  Mr.  Henry  G, 
Brjant,  In  his  pamphlet  "  A  Journey  to  the  Giand  Falls  of  Labrador" ; 
space  only  permits  of  his  description  of  one  of  the  grandest  waterfalls  of 
the  world, 

"  Su'piember  tbe  2nd  was  a  dny  memorable  as  maiking  the  tlate  of  our  arriral 

at  the  Grand  Falln A.  single  gliiiiee  wliowed  that  we  hud  liefore  us  one 

of  the  greatest  wntorfalla  io  the  world.  Standing  at  the  rocky  brink  of  the  chasm, 
B  wild  and  tumultnoaa  scene  lay  before  ux,  a  scene  poHsei^Kitig  elements  of 
Bublimity,  and  with  details  not  to  be  apjirebendc-d  in  (bo  first  moments  of  wondering 
contemplation.  Far  up  stream  one  behold  the  surging,  fleecy  waters  and  tern- 
peatttoUB  billows,  dashing  high  their  creats  of  foam,  all  forced  onward  with 
resistless  power  towards  the  steep  rock,  whence  they  took  their  wild  leap  into  the 
deep  pool  below. 

"  Turning  to  the  very  brink  and  looking  over,  we  gazed  into  a  world  of  mists 
Bud  mighty  reverberations.  Here  the  exrjiiisite  coloni's  of  the  rainbow  fascinated 
the  eye,  and  below  and  beyond  the  seething  caldron  tbe  river  appeared,  pursuing 

Lou  do  u,  IH-I 
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its  turbulent  career,  past  frowning  cliffs,  and  over  miles  of  rapids.  ...  A  mile 
iibove  tho  main  leap  the  river  ie  a  nobla  stream  four  hundred  yards  wide,  alrradv 
flowing  ut  an  accelerated  spoed.  Four  rnpids,  marking  successive  depresBiQiis  in 
the  river  bed,  intervene  between  this  point  and  the  Falls.    At  the  first  rapid  tb« 

Ojpyrighi,  iBoa,  by  Thh  Cnmmv  Ca. 


width  of  the  stream  is  not  more  than  seventy-five  yards,  and  from  thenoe  rapidly 
cojtracta  until  reaching  a  point  above  the  escarpment  proper,  where  the  entire 
column  of  fleecy  water  ia  compressed  within  rocky  banks,  not  more  than  fifty 
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"  Sere  theefleot  of  reeistless  power  is  extremely  line ;  the  maddened  waters, 
sweeping  downwards  with  terriBc  force,  rise  in  great  Barging  billows  high  above 
tlie  encompassing  banks,  ere  they  finallj  hnrl  themselvoa  into  the  gulf  beloir. 

"  A  grtiat  pillar  of  mist  rises  from  the  spot,  and  numemuB  rainlmws  span  the 
■watery  abyss,  constantly  forming  and  disappearing  amid  the  clouds  of  spray. 

'*  A"  immense  volume  of  water  precipitnles  itself  over  the  rocky  lodge,  and, 
under  favourable  conditions,  the  roar  of  the  cataract  can  be  heard  for  twenty  miles. 
"  Below  the  Falls,  th»  river  turning  to  the  south-east  pursnes  its  maddened 
career  for  twenty-tiye  miles,  shut  in  by  vertical  clilTs  of  gneissic  rock,  which  rise  in 
places  to  a  height  of  four  hundred  feet.  The  rocky  banks  above  and  helow  tho 
ITaUs  are  thickly  wooded  with  firs  and  spraces,  among  which  the  gracrful  form  of 

Copyit-ht.  i(«),  bv  Thk  ("bnti'rv  fn. 


tha  white  birch  appears  in  places The  height  of  the  fall  may  be 

considered  something  more  than  three  hundred  feet.  The  vertical  height  of  the 
chntc,  thirty-two  feet ;  and  from  the  head  of  the  chute  to  the  surface  of  tho  water 

in  the  chasm,  about  three  hundred  and  forty-eight  feet Tbo 

Grsnd  Falls  of  LabrHdor,  with  their  grim  environments  of  time-worn,  archaic 
rocks,  are  one  uf  the  scenic  wonders  of  the  western  world,  and  if  nearer  civiliisntion 
wonld  be  visited  by  thousands  of  travellers  every  year.  ITiey  are  nearly  twice  as 
high   OB  Niagara,  and  are  only  inferior  to  that  marvellous  cataract  in   brondth 

snd  volume   of   water The  Indian  name   for  the  Grand  Falls — 

Pal-Bes-che-wan— mcons  'The  naiTOw  place  where  the  waters  fall.'  Liko  the 
nalire  word  '  Niagara,'  '  Thunder  of  waters,"  this  Indian  designation  contains  a 
poetic  and  desciiptivo  quality  which  it  would  be  hard  to  improve.'' 


vGooole 


APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  XIX. 


I.  Beport  of  tlie  Deep  Sea  ICisBioii  to  Labrador,  1 


At  AWeetingof  sympathiien  in  the  work 
of  the  "  Mlisiou  to  Deup  Sea  FifberineD," 
wliii;h  vas  held  at  Government  Hoiue  oo 
October  27th,  IS9S,  Hia  Ezcellencj  Sir 
TereDce  O'Brien  in  the  chair,  a  reeolutiOD 
was  propDied  and  earned  that  a  CommittM 
be  formed  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with 
the  direcion  of  the  Dvep  Sea  Miraioa,  to 
extend  the  service  bj  priTatu  and  Govern- 
roeot  aid,  and  to  institute  at  least  two 
hospitaia,  or  [aiat«Mes,  on  the  coast  of 
Labrador,  for  the  benefit  of  the  fishermen 
engaeed  on  the  coaet. 

On  November  3rd,  a  secoad  meeting  naa 
held  at  Government  House,  when  tbe  fol- 
lowing resolution  naa  carried: — "That  this 
representative  Committee  will  undertalce  to 
provide  two  suitable  buildings  which  may  be 
useil  as  hoxpilala  by  the  '  MiBsion  to  Deep 
Sea  Fi»heimrn.'  should  the  Council  of  ihe 
miesiuu  aignify  their  intentioa  to  continue 
tneir  operationa  on  the  coast  of  Labrador, 
and  this  Committee  will  heartily  co-operate 
in  any  way  that  the  Council  of  the  society 
may  xuggest." 

A  copv  of  the  foregoing  resnlutlon  was 
sent  to  Dr.'Grenfell  in  I^ndiin.  On  February 
14lh,  18!)3,  at  a  meeting  held  at  Government 
House,  a  letter  wue  read  from  Mr.  Iirancia 
A.  Wood,  bccretary  of  the  Council  of  the 
"  Mission  to  Deep  Sea  Fishermen,"  thanking 
the  loenl  Cummittve  for  offer  of  BsHiBtHnce, 
and  it  was  then  resolved  that  a  subscription 
list  be  at  once  opened,  with  a  view  to  obtain 
the  necessary  funds  towards  the  erection  of 
the  hospitals  rtferred  to  and  tc  furnish  the 
sum  of  £230  iig.,  as  a  cnolributioo  towards 
the  objects  of  the  Mission. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed 
by  His  Excellency  Sir  Tvrence  O'Brien  as  an 
Kxeculivo  Committee :— Sir  W.  V.  Whileway, 
t-ir  It.  Thoriium.  Hoiis.  A.  W.  Harvey  and 
M.  Monroe,  and  Messrs.  W.B.  Grieve  and 
W.  0.  Job,  who  Ijave  now  the  honour  to 
submit  th^r  report. 

After  careful  considvratmn  it  itbk  decided 
by  the  Committee  to  establinh  one  of  the 
piopoKd  hospitals  at  Battle  Harbour  and  one 
at  Indinn  Harbour. 

Al  UattleHarbanr  a  very  suitable  building 
was  pluced  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee 
hy  W.  B.  Grieve,  E.-i<i.,  which  has  greatly 
assisted  the  work  of  the  Mission,  and  tbe 
Committee  would  denire  to  express  iheir  dpep 
sense  of  their  obligation  to  Mr.  Grieve  for  his 
generous  bvaefaciion. 


For  the  Indian  Harbour  hospital,  a  new 
and  complete  building  was  erected  nfter  plaat 
sent  out  by  Dr.  Grenfell.  This  building  «s» 
prepared  in  St.  John's  aod  forwardud  lo 
Indian  Harboor  by  the  S.3.  Windaor  ZaJu. 
Some  difficulty  was  experienced  uid  cod- 
sequently  delay  in  getting  this  building 
vreeted,  and  it  wai  not  until  late  io  tbe  B«aatiD 
that  it  was  in  readiness  to  receive  patients. 

A  subscription  list  was  opened  sod 
contributions  solicited,  and  the  amount  of 
$I,3B5.00  has  been  received  as  doDations  to 
the  fund. 

BiTTLB  Barbour  Hospitai.. 

In  addition  to  the  substantial  bailding 
already  erected,  the  f^mraittee,  under  the 
kind  direction  of  Mr.  Hall,  Messrs.  Baine, 
Johnstone,  ft  Co.'s  agent  at  Buttle  Uarboor, 
have  expended  in  completing  the  hospital  the 
sum  of  t^66-0{>i  and  for  proviaioDs,  beddin-, 
and  utensils  for  this  hospital,  a  further  snm 
of  ;S8D.67,  an  expenditure  in  all  of  (647.67 
on  the  Battle  Harbour  hospital. 

Indian  Haboodb  HosniAD. 

The  cost  of  the  building,  freight,  and 
erection  was  tl,7l2.StO,  and  the  sum  of  (341.64 
has  beeu  expended  in  provi^oDs  and  Sitings, 
making  a  tot::l  expenditure  of  (1,053.34  on 
Indiiiii  Harbour  hospital. 

The  council  of  the  "  Deep  Sea  Missian," 
in  order  to  make  the  service  more  compl.!t^ 
sent  out  the  fine  steam  launch  PriHertt 
Maj,  in  which  Dr.  QrenFell  has  been  able  lo 
get  over  the  coast  much  more  expeditiously 
than  Le  could  have  doue  in  the  Albert. 

Certain  necessary  expendi lure  had  to  be  in- 
curred in  coaling  and  provisioning  the  Friuctti 
May,  and  on  this  on  outlay  ba.i  ukeo  place  of 
( 1 53.9 1 ,  which,  however,  thn  Committee  would 
slate,  is  outside  Ihe  undertaking  and  objects 
original! J  agreed  upon. 

In  addition  lo  the  foregoing,  a  list  of 
outstanding  debts  has  been  handed  to  ibe 
Committee  by  Dr.  Groifell,  which,  with  the 
wages  of  the  engineer  and  nun  engaged  mi 
theiVi'acf&i  Miiy, amouou lo (9uS.0i. 

The  following  is  a  condensed  slati 
of  the  expenditure  and  receipts  :— 

Battle  Habbovb  HoarrrAL. 


idnyGoogle 


DEEP  SEA  MISSION  TO  LABBADOE. 


InDUN   HlBBOCK   HOSFITAL. 


Total  on  two  hoapitftlt     - 

"  pRtMOBU  MiT," 

Sundriei,   coal,    food. 


A  half  moDtlu  •        S4T  90 

Qbnebal. 


Balance  to  be  yet  ntieed       -       -     8.37a  43 

The  Committee  dwire  lo  eipresi  their 
BCDBe  of  the  great  intoreni  taken  in  the  entire 
work  of  ihe  Mirsioo  by  His  Excellency  Sir 
Terence  O'Brien,  who  threw  hia  influence 
into  the  work  of  the  Coiumittee,  and  placed 
Government  House  at  their  service  tor 
meeiings.  He,  by  his  presence,  as  Chairman 
of  the  general  meelingB  of  the  Committee, 
rendered  the  greatest  possible  benefit  to  [he 
whole  work. 

St.  Jobn's,   Nenrfonndland,  20tb   Norem- 

ber,  A.D.  iea3. 

W.    V.   WHirtWiT,      WlLUiK  BlETLBTT, 
ROBBKT  THORBUKN,    Ad.   NlBLeSN, 

A.  W.  HAavKr,  Bobbbt  S.  Mckn, 

M.   MONBOB,  SAMirSL   Bl.AHpyOBD, 

\V.    B.  GttlETE,  N.   FlTIOBBALK, 

WiLUAM  C.  Job,       P.  G.  Tbmibb. 
Jahbs  H.  Watbua,    CuablbmH.Embbson, 
Secret»rj. 

BBain.T8  OF  THK   LaBRADOB   UtBBIOH 

Ofeuatioms  in  1B93. 
The  following  are  a  few  figure!  from 
Dr.  GKnfeU'a  report,  rendered  to  the 
Ki.  John's  Auxiliary  Brrach  of  the  Mission 
to  Deep  Sea  Fishermen  at  the  close  of  the 
fishiDg  seaw>n  in  Nuvember  ISuS  :— 

In  Ubrador.  the  Straiti  of  Belle  Isle, 
and  on  the  fnnch  shore  of  Kewtoundland 
th«re  were  treated  by — 

In-  OnU 

pstienti.    paiients. 
Dr.    Bobardt,     at     Battle 

Harbour        -        -        -      33  647 

Dr.  f^rwen,  on  Itu  hoepilal 
ship  AU>erl   -        -        .        S         1,053 
a  the  eteam- 

794 


D  the  steam 
launch  Princess  May 


Mbdical  Cabbb. 

DUauet  of— 

Digestive  aystem         ...        -  6S3 

Bespiratorj  and  circulatory  system     -  194 

Nenrous  system  -----  60 

Ezcretor; «0 

Women      -        -        •        -        -        -  64 

Diitatet  of  Special  Oryanf, 
Eye    (including    34    canes   of   night 

blindness)       -        -        -        -        -811 

Ear 40 

Nose  and  throat         .        ■        .        -  98 

Skin 105 

Minor  cases— headaebes,  colds,  struns  16T 

Cases  of  rheumatism  -        -        -        -  64 

Sdboicai.  Casbs. 

AtfectioDS  of  the  npper  limbs      -        •  306 

Affections  of  the  lower  limbs       -        -  94 
General  inrginil  cases — glands,  bones, 
special     agues,     rick  els,      tumour, 

fistula,  &e.      .        -        ...  188 

Siudry  minor  cases     ...        -  210 

Total         ....   8,493 

Operations  performed  under  chloroform  17 
Major  operations  without  chloroform  -  It 
Minor  surgical    openitioii>,   including 

teeth 869 

The  Battle  Harbour  Hoepital  was  opened 
July  89th,  and  kept  open  till  October  31st — 
in  all,  94  days.  Dr.  Bobirdt  and  Nurfe 
Cavardine  had  charge  of  this  hospital.  The 
building  w««  a  gift  from  W,  B.  Grieve,  Esq., 
and  was  fitted  up  by  (he  Committee.  The 
warmest  thanks  of  the  Committee  are  due  to 
Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Grieve'i.  agent  at  Battle  Harbour, 
for  his  untiring  kindness  and  help,  in  spite  of 
a  very  busy  season.  Without  his  assistance 
the  work  could  not  have  beeu  done. 

Owing  to  a  variety  of  uutoward  and 
nnforeseeu  circumstances,  it  kvs  found  impos- 
sible to  get  Indian  Harbour  Hospital  ready  in 
lime  for  occupation.  Dr.  Cumen  and  Nurse 
Williams,  to  whom  the  charge  of  this  hospiial 
bad  been  allotted,  worked  on  the  Mission 
ship  Albtrl  till  the  middle  of  Anfinst,  when, 
owuigto  the  press  of  woik  St  Battle  Harbour 
Hospital,  Nurse  Williams  was  directed  logo 
there  to  assist  Nurse  Cawaidine. 

The  creal  need  of  hospital  work  on 
Labrador  is  seen  when  it  is  considered  how 
maDf  eaces  occur  of  blindness,  deformities, 
or  loss  of  ctrtain  faculties,  affecting  Ihu 
bread-winnera  of  families,  most  of  which 
might  have  been  prevented  if  treated  in  time, 
and  thus  mud>  personal  suffering  spared,  aud 
alxo  a  great  loss  to  the  community.  During 
the  season  the  medical  men  were  able  to 
render  each  aid  that  lereral  who  had  been 
compelled  to  give  up  work  found  themselves 
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capable  of  reBamiDg  Aeir  dntiei.  Wh«n 
sick  peTHons  are  thu«  Mved  tram  lo.-iD|;  their 
lessoa'i  nork,  or  saved  (lie  time  and  eipeose 
inToived  in  reluming  to  Newlbandlatid  for 
advice,  in  caoM  uf  minor  importance ;  or 
vrhen,  ai  happened  in  several  insttincet 
daring  the  wasnu,  the  live*  or  linba  were 
saved,  or  in  •ome  hopeleas  careri,  life  was 
prolonged  so  a«  to  allow  them  to  reach  home 
and  end  their  days  in  the  bosom  of  tlwir 
families,  the  Talus  of  this  hospital  work 
heeomes  more  apparent. 

To  the  sick  of  Labrador  these  boipitali 
will  be  an  laectiroable  boon.  Only  thove  who 
have  known  what  it  is  to  tots  on  a  bed  of 
pain,  perhaps  unable  even  at  night  to  fird 
reit,  their  tongue  parched  with  thirst,  and 
fever  raging  in  their  sjBtem,  can  properly 
appreciate  the  meaniru;  of  the  skilful  help 
of  the  physician,  the  delicate  attention  of  tho 
trained  nurse,  the  hushed  house,  the  subdued 
voices,  Euid  the  gentle  light  of  the  half- 
darkened  room.  When  this  is  contrasted 
with  the  sad  sight  so  often  witnessed  on 
Labrador,  of  delicate  women,  and  even 
children,  undergoing  sufferings,  which  are 
hard  to  bear  even  amid  tho  comforts  and 
gentle  allentiocs  of  home,  on  the  dreary  coast 
of  Labrador,  far  from  every  belping  hand, 
or  in  the  dark  hold  of  some  small  fishing  vessel, 
where  the  atmosphere  is  poisonous,  and  the 
noises  to  the  sick  distressing  and  almost 
maddening,  it  is  then  we  realise  the  value  of 
the  noble  humane  work  in  the  hospitals 
erected  on  storm-beaten  Lahtador  for  the 
relief  of  sufTeritig  humanity.  Who  would 
not  aid  in  such  a  good  work  f 

DiaTKIRUTION   OF  CLOTHIBO. 

The  Albert  brought  from  Englnod  a  very 
largr;  stock  of  clothing,  both  new  and  cast-olF, 
the  gift  of  kind  charitable  friends,  lliin  was 
distributed  with  the  greatest  care  and  dis- 
criminslioD,  every  precaulion  being  used 
to  guard  against  imposition.  The  caies  of 
utter  or  partial  destitution  of  clothing,  among 
bmiljes  who  reside  permanently  on  the 
Labrador  coast,  were   numerous,  aud   much 


timelj  aid  was  given,  capeciailj  to  womeB 
and  cbildren.  Food  was  also  given  in  f*>va 
of  extreme  destitution.  Many  ftunilirs  wt^tv 
thus  helped  to  provide  foe  the  loiif[,  cold 
wioter  of  this  region.  There  is  do  doubt 
that  every  aftring  some  families  are  driven  to 
subsist  on  mussels  and  seaweed  they  can 
gather  along  the  land-wash.  With  ic«  on  the 
coast  no  help  can  reach  them. 

DUTRlSt^TlON   OF   BOOKB,   FeKIODICALS, 
AND  TKACT*. 

A  very  large  supply  of  whotesome  lit«rs- 
ture  wai  carried  oc  b««rd  the  MisKioD  ab'p, 
and,  wherever  she  went,  was  freely  dislribati^ 
amoDg  tlie  fishetmen.  Wherever  it  was  fiHU>d 
in  any  family  that  anyone  could  read,  s 
gift  was  made  either  of  illustrated  or  plun 
literature,  or  both. 

BKLIOIOCa   SKS  TICKS. 

Wherever  tbe  Albert  or  Princess  Mag 
called,  when  opportunity  offered,  especisll/ 
on  Sundays,  religious  services  wet«  beld, 
which  all  were  invited  to  attend.  Hymns 
were  sung,  prayers  offered,  and  simple 
addresses  given  on  Scriptural  subject  !<- 
These  services  were  much  appreciated  tivaaag 
these  lonely  sea-Ioileni ;  and  thus  something' 
was  done  to  make  known  that  Gospel  which 
has  brought  such  blessings  to  mankind,  but 
without  any  reference  to  creed  or  sect  being 

The  steam  launch  Prinrcis  May  proved 
to  be  of  great  service  in  the  Mission  work. 
Dr.  Greoiell  was  enabled  to  go  up  uncharted 
bays  in  her,  so  as  to  visit  a  laige  number  of 
the  small  aeltlements  which  would  otherwise 
not  have  been  within  reach.  He  was  thus 
able  to  make  a  thorough  examination  ioin 
the  condition  of  the  residents,  and  to  collect 
accurate  statistical  information  regarding 
them  to  an  extent  never  before  attenipted. 
In  all,  he  viuled  B7  different  settlements  on 
the  Labiador  coast,  as  tar  north  as  Okkak. 
Dr.  Curwen  in  the  Albtrt  visited  .15  more 
settlements  i  and  Dr.  Bobardl  visited  all  tbe 
places  in  the  vicinity  of  Battle  Harbour. 


II.  The  Labrador  Trade. 


Names  of  Places. 
Bonne  Raperance 
Salmon  River  - 
Middle  Bay     • 
Bradore  - 
Grundy  Island 
Blanc  li^blon   - 

Do. 
lale-au-Bois     - 
Forteau  - 
Lance-au-Iionp 
J.ance-aux-Morts 
Bed  Bay. 
Do.     - 


Frewing  &  Co. 
I'enny  Bros. 
Job  Bros,  it  Co. 


Agents. 
W.  H.  Whitely. 
Jbb.  Brown. 
Wm.  Smith. 
—  Powell. 
8.  Blandford. 
S.  Blandford. 
Thos.  Moral. 
Edgar  Penny. 
S.  Short. 
J.  H.  Watson. 

Jos.  Fetmj. 
Jos.  UdeU. 
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TRADE  AND  POPULATION. 


Namei  of  FIacc». 

Agent! . 

ChBte»ii.        -        -        - 

—  Joyce. 

Heoley  Uarboot     - 

Wm.  Butt. 

C»p«  CWIe*  •       -       ■ 

Sopet. 

Battle  Harbour 

Cape  Chai-leg  - 

-        Kinealy 

Kinealy. 

l>e^£l»nd    -        .        '- 

W.  Rosa  &  Co.     - 

Chaa.  Payne. 

B.  Greene 

Punch  Bowl     - 

M.  Poreen. 

Cape  Rarriioa         -        - 

Do. 

Levi  Frost. 

Indian  Tkkle  . 

Spracklb'i  Wand  ■ 

-        Job  Bros.  &  Co.   -        -        - 

Thoa.  SpraekliQ. 

Cape  Hairigan 

Dnff    . 

Winsor. 

Fraoci>  Harbour      - 

-        J.  Rorke 

Penny. 

Vtniaon  Tickle        -         - 

Do. 

Ha«kcr. 

Griffia'a  Harbour     - 

Batieao  -       -       -       - 

-        J.  Ryan 

I>o.      -        -        -        - 

Ben.  Boylen 

Boylea. 

Bartlett. 

Indian  Tickle  -        -        - 

-        J.Munn&Co.     -        -        - 

Wlnwir. 

Grady     .... 

Do. 

R.  McRae. 

Pack's  Harbour 

Do. 

Cartwright       -        -        - 
Indian  Harbour 

Hudson's  Bay  Co-npany 

Jas.  Fraser. 

Job  Bros. 

.  Co.  - 

Smoky    -        .        .        - 

Geo.  Jerritt          -        -        - 

Jerritt 

Emily  Harbonr 

-         J.  Munu&Co.     -         -         - 

Geo.  Apecy. 

J.  Rjan 

1)0.       -         -         -          - 

W.  Bartlett. 

Tumavick,  E. 

Do. 

Wm.  HenncBfy. 

WiDM>r  Harbour      ■ 

J  no.  Henneasy. 

Hopedale         -        -        - 

.        Moraviun  Mi«l.ion         -        - 

Bigoulette       -       -       - 

Hudson's  Bay  Company 
ni.  CenmB  of  Lahrador,  1891. 

Wilson. 
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Deep  Water  Creek 
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-      79 
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-     la 

L'anae  au  Loup   - 

Square  Island      - 

-       2T 

Nonlan's  Harbour 

U 

Capstan  Iflaod     ■ 

-       23 

George's  Cove      - 

95 

Weat  St.  Modeslc 

-       03 

EMt  St.  Moderte  - 

-       S6 

Venison 'Hckle    - 
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Hawke  Harbour  - 
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-    isa 

Bolster  Rock        • 

M 

Ere/*  Cove 

9 

Seal  Island  . 
JJUck  Bear  Bay  - 

67 

Benl^  Harbour  - 

-       20 

Spotted  Island     - 

67 

Chimney  Ti«kle  ■ 
Camp  UlandB      -       - 

-         -       84 

Cape  Charlea        -        - 

.    sa 

Salmon  Point       - 

87 

A«Hie(i  Harbour 

.     <s 

Multin's  Cove       - 

Battle  Harbour    - 

-     281 
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LociuTiBa  *NU  Pum^riox — tomt 
Hoped^e    ......    84 

Nain 27 

Zo*r    - ) 

HvbKHi -    s; 

Okak  --.---.    a( 
Bsmah        ......( 

Total  -        -        -        .4,1( 

As  taken  in  18B1        -        -4,31 

RELiGions  Census. 


!  1884.'  1891. 


r    MOBIVXAN     8K1-Tl.K>Eim 


Church  of  Enftlund 
Church  of  Roniu   - 
Methodist  CImrch 

I'rwibjterisn  Church      - 
Morariwi  Church 

i  l.«74 
,05 

1,749 
354 

3 
1,897 

Tot.1-        .        - 

1  4,211 

4,100 

H>mi1IOD  iDlet 

_ 

lo 

_ 

Bo|.ed>Ie 

341 

SB 

379 

45 

ZOM        -         - 

92 

63 

HebioQ  -        - 

SS« 

47 

Ok>k 

3t'3 

«S 

Ranmh   -        - 

" 

64 

11 

Total 

1,897 

ss; 

The  ma«t  complete  survey 
has  been  recently  carried  out  ny  A.  P.  Lo' 
of  the  Geolojrioal  Siirtey  of  Canada,  assirled 
by  T.  D.  V.  Eaton.  LenTing  Ottaira  in 
June  1893,  Kir.  Low  crossed  the  Labrador 
area  from  south  to  north  and  from  east  to 
vest,  and  his  detailed  report,  vheu  published, 
wilt  cODtaiu  the  UrsI  tru>[worthy  account  of 
the  TaKt  region.  Surveys  vers  made  over 
8,000  inilcg  of  rivers  md  lakes,  including  the 


IV.  A.  P.  Low's  Survey. 

of  Labrador 


(neater  part  of  the  course*  of  the  Rtst  Maip, 
Kokaosk,  or  UngaTa  Biver,  aad  Hainilioii 
Kiver.  All  these  regious  vill  nor.  for  the 
first  time,  he  accurately  mapped  ont.  Lirf^e 
iron  fields  altd  ^real  limber  rea^oos  were  dit- 
covered.  ConsideriD|(  the  immense  area  lo 
be  traveraed  and  the  difficulties  to  be  en- 
countered, the  exploration  wua  a  spteodid 
succesK,  and  reflects  the  greatest  oiedi'l  "O 
this  euergetia  and  dariDg  ttaTeller. 
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CHAPTBE    XX. 
RAILWAY  CONSTRUCTION  IN   THE    COLONY. 

The  progress  of  Newfoundland  has  been  teiribly  retarded  by  the 
'want  of  internal  comrauni cations ;  until  after  the  first  quarter  of  the 
present  century  we  had  no  public  highwnys — primitive  paths  tlirough 
the  woods  were  the  only  means  of  communication  between  the  settle- 
ments by  land.  The  population  earned  their  living  on  the  sea, 
cultivation  of  the  soil  was  prohibited,  and  until  the  arrival  of  Sir  Thomas 
Cochrane,  the  advancemeut  of  the  Colony,  its  civilization  and  material 
pi-osperity,  was  crippled  for  want  of  roads.  Our  first  legltlatots  very 
wisely  gave  their  almost  undivided  attention  to  the  construction  of 
highways,  and,  in  consequence,  now  we  have  probably  the  best  common 
roads  in  North  America.  To-day,  however,  the  common  rood,  as  a 
medium  of  communication,  is  practically  useless ;  it  is  too  slow ;  we  wnnt 
the  swifter,  safer,  and  more  convenient  road,  the  Railway. 

There  were  three  purposes  for  which  railways  were  urgently  required. 
First,  to  connect  the  population  around  Conception  Bay ;  it  was  ths 
earliest  settled  part  of  the  Colony,  and  is  still  the  most  thickly  populated. 
Dr.  Mullock  was  the  first  to  see  that  a  line  of  railway  through  this 
district  was  not  only  practicable  but  would  pay. 

The  next  mo-.t  important  purpose  for  whijh  a  railway  was  urgently 
needed,  was  to  bring  the  great  mining  region  of  the  north,  and  the 
prosperous  settlements  of  Bonavista,  Trioity,  Twillingate,  and  Fogo,  iuto 
unbroken  connection  with  the  capital,  during  the  season's  ice,  which  comes 
periodically  on  our  coast  in  the  spring.  These  important  locitlities  are 
cut  off  from  the  capital  by  sea  for  the  six  months  of  wintfr.  Their 
only  cnmmunicittion  during  this  long  drenry  period  was  a  preciirious  post 
by  dog  teams  and  Indians ;  tliis  was  felt  to  be  a  scandal  and  rep)oach, 
iind  one  of  the  first  objects  of  the  Newfoundland  Railway  was  to  reach 
the  Exploits.  Under  Mr.  R  G.  Reid's  management,  this  important  work 
ha?  now  been  accomplished ;  trains  run  as  regularly,  and  mails  are  deliver .-d 
to  these  distant  outports  as  punctually,  as  the  daily  mails  to  Harbour 
Grace. 

The  opponents  of  milways  always  argued  that  they  would  carry 
nothing,  and  develop  nothing,  in  the  country;  the  results  of  the  very 
short  time  in  which  the  Northern  Railway  has  bpen  in  operation  shows 
how  ignorant  and  short-sighted  was  their  antagoniim. 
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620  RAILWAY  CONSTRUCTION  IN  THE  COLONY. 

Besides  giving  access  to  a  gieat  uuleveloped  country,  and  the 
coDsequent  Eacilities  to  the  merchant,  the  miner,  tlie  sportsman,  tlie 
tourist,  and  the  furrier  (the  latter  being  turned  to  such  good  account 
that  one  party  of  trappers  at  Soulis  Brook  has  already  secured  S5O0 
worth  of  furs),  the  railway  opens  up  several  fine  tracts  of  agricultural 
land,  and  in  the  near  future  will  inaugurate  a  great  mining  industry. 

Although  only  in  operation  tor  one  fcason,  the  Northern  Railway  has 
developed  ^plendid  granite  quarries  and  a  lumber  busine^  which  biils 
fair  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  industiies  of  the  Colony,  nlrendy  constating 


oJ  several  great  mills,  besides  smaller  operators  and  hand  loggers,  whose 
united  lurn-out  this  year  will  not  be  less  thnn  twenty  million  feet 
of  lumber.  Botwoodville,  owned  by  the  Exploits  Wood  Company  of 
Tjondon,  will  cut  six  million  feet  of  lumber ;  the  Benton  Mill,  at  iSoulis 
Brook,  owned  by  Mr.  Re  id,  another  six  ni'llion ;  the  Campbell  Mill,  at 
Terra  Nova  River,  three  million  ;  Sterritt's  Mill,  at  Gander  Croeaing, 
Glenwood,  about  one  milli'm.  At  Oambo  there  are  the  fine  mills  of 
Mespr-.  John  Murpliy  and  Osmond  ;  at  Gander  Arm,  Philip's  Mill,  witli 
unrivalled  facilities  for  collecting  and  shipping ;  Arthur's  Mill ;  and  some 
Biiialler  establishments.     The  whole  cut  of  timber  for  the  season  of  1893 
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may  be  safelj-  estimated  at  twenty  million  feet,  which,  at  the  low  average 
prii-e  of  li^lS  i>er  thousand  feet,  amounta  to  ^300,000,  The  lumber 
business  in  time  will  develop  many  minor  industnes  connected  with  it, 
the  making  of  wood  pulp,  matches,  spools,  and  gunpowder  charcoal,  for 
which  our  abundant  aspen  is  Eulmirabty  s-jited. 

All  the  new  mills  on  the  line  owe  their  creation  and  their  successful 
■working  entirely  to  the  railway.  Formerly  every  article  required  for  all 
our  northern  out-ports  had  to  be  laid  in  by  November;  no  communication 
^aa  possible  during  the  winter.      The  railway  haschnnged  all  this ;  every 


day,  every  week,  the  lumberman  in  his  camp  gets  his  provisions  and  all 
necessaries  lor  liia  work,  bis  duily  paper,  and  his  daily  food,  as  con- 
veniently as  if  no  distance  intervened  between  the  forest  and  the  capital. 
Anyone  who  understands  the  luiuber  business  can  eee  at  onie  the 
immense  iidvanCiige  of  the  railway  to  the  minor  mills,  smaller  o|)erato>'S, 
and  hand  loggers  ;  less  capital  will  be  required,  less  advances  given  out, 
and  much  greater  facilities  will  be  given  for  doing  business  when  the 
lumbennan  can  get  his  supplies  from  time  to  time  as  he  requires  them ; 
virtually  he  can  get  paid  as  he  works  along;  all  these  advantages 
naturally  increase  the  output  of  timber.  But  not  only  the  lumberman 
and  thi;  merchant,  but  the  miner  and  the  fisherman  equnlly  profit  by  the 
railway.     In  time  it  will  kill  out  all  the  old  abuses  of  the  out-lmrboura  ; 
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the  isolation,  tlie  outrageous  prices — all  will  die  away  before  the  magic 
iufluence  of  the  irou  road. 

The  third  great  object  for  which  a  railway  was  required  in  Ncw- 
foundland,  a»d  by  far  the  most  important  of  all,  was  to  unite  us  with 
the  Continent  of  America,  to  bring  us  into  closer  contact  with  the 
civilization  and  superior  advancement  of  the  Continent,  io  make  us  an 
integral  portion  of  the  go-aheiid  America  of  to-day.  At  present  we  lie 
outside  the  strong  currents  of  progress ;  our  Island  lies  remote,  onbe- 
friended,  and  practically  unknown  ;  our  insular  position  is  a  tremendous 
drawback  to  our  material  prosperity.  The  new  railway  to  Port-aux- 
Baaques,  which  is  being  rapidly  puslied  forward  by  Mr.  B.  G.  Keid,  will 


put  an  end  to  this  isolation,  and  in  a  few  years  will  change  the  moral, 
social,  and  commercial  conditions  of  our  Colony,  Our  Island  is  like  a 
great  estate  around  whose  borders  and  outer  limits  there  has  been 
digging  and  delving,  wliilst  the  gi-eat  interior,  the  boundless  expanse  of 
the  great  property,  is  ignored,  under-valued,  and  undeveloped. 

A  railway  policy  is  always  a  progressive  policy  ;  like  the  proverbial 
snowball,  it  gathers  strength  as  it  rolls;  when  once  a  line  is  built, 
however  short  the  distance,  it  must  go  forward ;  its  benefits  nre  bo 
obvious,  its  ncconimodation  to  the  public  is  so  apparent,  its  advantages 
to  tlie  great  labouring  population  are  so  striking,  that  its  extension  gnes 
forward  as  a  matter  of  course.  In  the  inception  of  our  first  railway, 
Sir  William  Whiteway  strongly  advocated  its  constiuction  by  the  lecal 
Government ;  the  committee,  however,  were  almost  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  it  should  be  built  by  outsiders  and  by  a    company.     The 
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first  promoters  of  our  little  line  to  Harbuur  Grace  turned  out  to  be  men 
of  straw  ;  all  the  money  put  in  the  railway  was  borrowed  money;  there 
"was  a  good  deal  of  jobbery  and  robbery  in  connexion  with  it.   Weaccepte<l 
the  lowest  tender  from  an  American  Company,  wlio  bound  themselves 
to  build  the  line  to  Hall's   Bay  for  an   anmral  subsidy  of  ,$180,000 
for  thirty  years,  and  a  land  gi-ant  of  five 
thousand  acres  per  mile.     Wit!»  the  excep- 
tion of  the  line  to  Harbour  Grace,  nil  the 
remainder  was  over   a   country  which  had 
never    been    sui-veyed ;    Sir    Hugh    Allan's 
Company  undertook  to  build  the  Harbour 
Grace  Railwa}',  but  they  declined  to  coniniic 
themselves  to  any   dehnite   oifer   over   the 
unsurveyed  countrj-.     The   committee   con- 
sidered   that   the    Americim    Company,   by 
depositing    ?100,000,    and    by   agreeing   to 
build  the  line  subject  to  tiie  approval  of  the 
Government  engineer,  were  practically  safe 

people  to  bargain  with,   and  they  made  a  "s^'s^tlZZ.' 

contract,   which,   after   much   discussion  in 

committee,  wss  finally  accepted.  The  chronic  impecuniosity  of  the 
contracting  company  produced  endless  difficulties  and  delays  in  the 
completion  of  the  line ;  even  before  the  metals  were  laid  half-way  to 
Whitbourne,  the  company  was  in  the  hands  of  a  leceiver,  and  the 
mortgagees  had  to  complete  the  line  to  Harbour  Grace ;  but  for  the 
exertions  and  advances  of  A.  M.  Mackay,  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway,  and 
others,  it  would  never,  have  gone  forward  at  all. 

Experience  has  shown  us  that  we  might  have  built  the  line  for  about 
half  tlie  money  it  cost,  and  that  it  would  have  been  one  of  the  best 
paying  short  lines  in  Korth  America.^  The  engineering  was  very 
unsatisfactory  and  incomplete ;  instead  of  running  into  Topsail,  the  most 
important  plea.sure  resort  and  best  paying  station  on  the  railway,  tho  line 
ha.s  to  be  reached  by  a  steep  uphill  road  a  mile  long;  a  much  better 
>  Newfouhdlamd  Bailwat. 

St  i  t 

1885  47,62*  88,969  _  —  _  _ 

IBSe  46,772  —  37,649  39,010  4,996  10.156 

1S93  81,091  7S,aiO  56.791  48,815  10,181  83,294 

The  Tpceipts  for  cisil  Bervice  are  $T,SOO  per  aDunrn,  Gorenimeiit  subfiid;   {45,000  per 

annan),  total  earnings  ^133,S0O  per  anuum.    At  the  present  time  the  railwnj  givcB  a  fHir 

return  to   the  bondholders.    Under  the  careful  maaa^ement  of  the  Keceiver,  t<ir  Franeia 

Evans,  and  his  maoaj^r.  Captain  Noble,  the  rond  bed  has  been  put  ia  good  order,  wooden 

tffidges  HSd  tn-'Ktle  nork  haie  been  replaced  by  solid  maaou  irork  and  steel  structurea,  aod  the 

whole  lin«  haa  in  many  places  been  praclically  rebuilt. 
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route  coold  have  been  selected  if  there  had   been    a    more   complete 
preliminary  survey. 

For  a  colony  railways  sliould  be  run  to  secure  traiEc  or  to  encoorage 
settlement ;  the  Topsail  Line  sliould  have  commenced  at  the  west  end 
of  St.  John's ;  Nature  has  made  River  Head  into  a  wet  dock ;  b; 
the  gHBworks  and  reclaiming  a  large  part  of  this  area  for  ago* 
a  dock  and  a  broad  quay,  carried  down  to  Steers,  could  have  I 
here  should  have  been  the  passenger  stAtion,  with  a  tmmway  i 
Queen's  Street,  and  running  to  the  old  garrison  by  Duckwoi 
no  ti.iwn  of  the  size  of  St.  John's  exists  on  this  side  of  th 
without  the  immense  convenience  of  a  street  railway. 

The  Newfoundland  Railway  Company  having  failed  to  complete 
the  Hue  to  Hall's  Bay,  proceedings  were  taken  against  them  by  the 
Government  to  recover  damages  for  their  breach  of  contract.  This 
suit  has  been  dragging  its  slow  length  along  for  Eeveral  yeaie,  and 
throujjli  two  administrations.  It  was  a  long  time  in  the  hands  of  the 
lawyer:^ ;  it  has  now  been  for  several  years  before  the  Supreme  Court ; 
somi?  time,  probably  towai-ds  tlie  end  of  the  century  now  drawing  to  a 
close,  it  may  be  confidently  hoped  the  final  decision  in  this  Railway 
Jiimdyce  and  Jamdyce  will  be  arrived  at. 

The  Tliorburn  Government,  following  out  the  policy  of  their  pi-ede- 
cessors,  built  the  Placentia  Railway,  and  commenced  the  extension  of 
the  line  north  to  HaU's  Bay.  About  sixteen  miles  had  been  graded 
when  their  administration  was  defeated  at  the  polls  in  1889. 

In  1890  the  Whiteway  Administration  invited  tenders  for  the  con- 
struction and  operation  of  a  line  of  railway  from  a  point  on  the 
Placentia  line  to  Hall's  Ray  north.  After  the 
receipt  of  a  large  number  of  tenders,  and  a  very 
full  consideration  of  all  these  various  offers,  the 
committee  finally  recommended  the  acceptance  of 
the  tender  of  R  G.  Reid  and  O.  H.  Middleton.  to 
build  the  line  for  $15,600  per  mile.  This  was  the 
lowest  efficient  tender,  and  the  most  satisfactory 
one ;  the  principal  contractor  was  known  to  be 
wealthy,  and  his  financial  standing  was  unexcep- 
tionable. Besides  the  deposit  of  oae  quarter 
million  dollars  as  security  for  the  fulfilment  of 
HH.  R.  <3.  BsiD.  the  contract,  it  was  well  known  that  the  contactor 

B»  Marihaii,  Otuiph.        wouW  take  our  three-and-a-half  per  cent  bonds  at 
par.     The  Govemment  had  had  enougli  to  do  vith 
impecunious  promoters,  and  when  it  was  found  that  the  contract  had 
been  given  to  Mr.  R.  G.  Eeid,  it  was  universally  approved  of.     Subse- 
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quent  experience  has  shown  that  the  committee  made  a  wise  seicction. 
Mr.  Reid  has  fultilled  all  his  obligations  with  the  utmost  honour  and 
punctuality ;  his  able  and  energetic  Rons,  W.  D.  Reid  and  Harry  Reid, 
are  universal  favourites  with  the  labourei-s  on  the  line ;  the  men  art; 
well  treated,  good  honest  woik  has  been  done  on  the  new  line,  obstacles 
overcome  which  appeared  at  tho  outset  almost  insurmountable.  Only 
those  who  have  organised  an  operation  like  niilway  building  through 
a  wild  country  can  appreciate  all  the  difficulties  that  have  to  be  faced, 
the  orgiuiisation  required,  the  careful  forethought,  the  toil  and  labour 
of  providing  food  and  shelter  for  a  small  army  of  workmen;  the 
precautions  that  have  to  be  taken  against  the  thousand  and  one 
accidenta,  perils,  and  casualties  thnt  are  almost  inevitable  in  connexion 
with  a  big  lailway  contract  in  a  new  country. 

On  the  16th  June  1890  the  Government  made  tiie  contract  with 
Messrs.  Reid  and  Middleton  to  construct  and  equip  a  line  of  railway, 
beginning  at  Placentia  Junction  on  the  Plucentia  R^iilway,  and  extending 


From  a  pSotatraph  by  H.  BmrchtU. 

north  to  Hall's  Bay,  a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  miles 
The  contractors  were  also  to  operate  the  Placentia  Railway  free  of 
chaise,  and  they  were  to  fake  over  at  a  valuation  the  work  already 
carried  <iut  by  the  Thorbuni  Government  on  the  new  northern  line ; 
five  yeivis  was  the  limit  of  time  within  which  the  line  to  Hall's  Bay 
was  to  be  completed;  the  railway  was  (o  be  furnished  with  rolling 
stock,  machine  shops,  &c  The  work  is  now  completed  on  the  northern 
route  to  Exploits.  The  construction  is  of  a  very  solid  character, 
50  lbs.  per  yard  steel  rails  for  a  narrow  gJUge  railway  of  3  feet 
6  inches;  the  sleepers  are  of  the  best  obtainable  material,  the  road  is 
well  ballasted  with  gravel,  the  culverts  are  of  stone,  granite  from  local 
quarries,  and  iion  is  used  in  oil  the  bridges,  and  the  line  generally  is 
properly  equipped.  The  woik  is  all  done  in  a  most  substantial  and 
/    p.  S729.  R   R 
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workmanlike  manner,  to  tlie  complete  Batisfaction  of  the  Qovemment 
Inspecting  Engineer,  Mr.  H.  0.  BurchelL  In  1890  the  'work  did  not 
commence  until  the  autumn  ;  fifteen  hundred  men  were  employed,  and 
ten  miles  nf  railway  completed  and  metalled;  in  the  follo^^ing  year, 
1891,  t;ighteen  hundred  mon  had  work  on  the  line,  and  fift.3'-  niUes  were 
linished.  In  May  1892  Messrs,  Reid  and  Middleton  dissolved  partner 
sliip,  and  the  work  henceforward  was  entirely  carried  out  by  R.  G. 
Eeid.  Tliis  year  the  work  was  pushed  ahead  with  vigour,  two  thousand 
two  hundi'ed  had  employment  on  the  line,  and  eighty  miles  of  railway 
were  finished. 

On  the  16th  May  1893  Mr.  Reid  entered  info  a  further  arrange- 
ment with  the  Newfoundland  Government,  on  precisely  the  Boxne  terms 
as  the  first  conti-act,  to  construct  and  equip  a  line  of  railway  from  the 
terminus  at  Exploits  to  Port-aux-Basques  When  the  Government 
decided  to  carry  the  railway  west  to  Port-aux-Basques,  Mr.  Reid  had  a 
survey  made  hy  his  own  ennineer^  and  an  excellent  line  was  found. 
The  new  contract  waa — 

"  To  coiistmct  and  eqnip  a  line  of  railway  commencing  at  the  terminus  of  tie 
road,  to  be  conBlructcd  under  the  Hortliern  Rftilwaj  contract,  being  a  point  two 
hundred  milea  distant  from  Placentia  Jnnction,  and  muning  by  tho  best,  most 
desirable,  and  moat  direct  route  to  the  north-eaflt  ond  of  Grand  Lake  j  thence  W 
tho  iiorth-eQBt  end  of  Doer  Lake,  and  westerly  along  the  north  aide  of  Deer  L«ke 
and  down  tlin  Humber  Biver  ;  thence  by  way  of  tho  north  Bide  of  Harry's  BiTer ; 
and  theiice  to  Port  aiix-Bapf^u^s."  This  contract  was  signed  on  the  16th  ISsj 
1893.  On  the  same  day  another  con  tnict  was  signed,  in  which  Mr.  Reid  aodertook 
to  operate  the  Placentia  Branch  Railway  and  also  tho  "  Kewfonndland  Kortiem 
and  WcEtern  Railway, "  as  the  new  line  from  Placentia  Junction  to  Port-ani- 
BaaqaeB  was  10  bo  called,  for  a  period  often  years,  commencing  Ist  September 
1893.  The  whole  length  of  the  new  line,  from  Placentia  Junction  to  Port-aoi- 
Basqnes,  is  estimated  to  be  abont  five  hundred  miles. 

For  constrnc ting  and  equipping  the  railway  "  payments  shall  be  made  to  the 
Contractor  upon  the  completion  of  each  coutiuuona  and  conaeciitire  eectioa  of  five 
miles,  or  a  fraction  of  a  section  at  the  end  of  the  worlc,  at  the  rate  of  $15,600  per 
mile  of  main  lino,  tho  said  payments  being  in  fall  for  all  the  works  and  materia'* 
provided  for  under  this  contract  and  necessary  for  the  thorongh  and  compleW 
constmction  and  equipment  of  the  line  of  railway  herein  provided  for.  All  sneh 
payments  shall  be  made  by  tho  Government  snd  accepted  by  the  Contmctor  in 
debentures  of  the  Gove rnmont  of  Newfoandlaadin  sterling  money  of  the  Unit «» 
Kingdom  of  Great  liriiain  and  Irel.ind,  maturing  on  the  let  day  of  January  19t*i 
with  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  3i  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  balf-yewlyf 
principal  and  interest  payable  in  London,  England,"  "  Payments  will  be  made  to 
the  Contrnclor  on  Iho  ivritten  certificate  of  the  Engineer  and  the  approval  of  ll)* 
Gorernment  that  works  have  been  duly  execated."  The  whole  line  ia  to  I* 
completed  in  ibi'ee  years  from  Ist  September  1893,  and  to  be  0  narrow  gauge  of 
three  feet  six  inches.  The  speclGcations  are  such  as  will  secure  a  thoronghly  s»f^ 
and  well-equipped  line. 

The  contract  for  maintenance  and  operation  of  the  Placentia  Branch  and  of  tbe 
Newfoundland  Northern  and  Western  Railway,  for  a  period  of  ten  years  from 
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let  September  1893,  provides  that  tlie  Contractor  shuLI  maintam  these  in  a  safe, 
efScient,  and  BBtisractory  lusDner,  and  continnouslj'  and  efBcientlj  operate  the 
BBme  (the  uamber  of  truaa  to  be  mn  being  specified) ;  also,  shall  erect  telegraph 
lines  along  the  whole  liae  of  railway  for  the  parposea  of  its  operation  and  work 
them  at  his  own  expense,  and  also  shall,  if  required,  work  theiu  ns  part  of  the 
Government  Telegraph  System  on  certain  conditions,  On  the  faithfnl  performance 
of  these  engagements,  the  Government  agreed  "to  grant  in  fee-simple  to  the 
ContracloT,  five  thoasand  acres  of  land  for  each  one  mile  of  main  line  or  branch 
railway  thronghont  the  entire  length  of  the  lines  to  be  operated."  Should  the 
line,  therefore,  be  five  hundred  miles  in  length,  the  land  grant  would  be  two 
million  five  hundred  thousand  acres.  "The  said  fee-simple  grauta  Bhall  be  made 
by  the  Government  to  the  said  contractor  aa  follows  ;  250,000  acres  upon  the 
completion  of  the  northern  line  to  Exploits ;  250,000  acres  upon  the  completion  of 
the  ■western  line  to  Deer  Lake  ;  250,000  acres  upon  the  completion  of  the  western 
-  line  to  St.  George's  Bay  ;  250,000  acres  upon  the  completion  of  the  line  to  For:,- 
anx-Daaqnes ;  and  the  b^ilanca  at  the  end  of  five  years  from  tbo  date  of  this 
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contract,  or  as  soon  thereafter  aa  practicable."  "The  land  shall  be  located  on 
each  side  of  the  railway  in  alternate  sections  of  one  or  two  miles  in  length  with 
the  railway,  st  the  option  of  the  cuntractor,  on  meridian  or  base  linef ,  as  the  case 
may  be,  and  eight  miles  in  depth,  the  Government  retaining  the  alternate  sections, 
and  until  the  contractor  has  made  his  selection  under  this  section,  the  Government 
shall  not  dispose  of  any  Crown  Lands,  timber,  or  mineral  rights  within  eight  miles 
on  either  aide  of  the  line  of  railway."  "  Where  such  sections  from  any  canse 
are  not  obtainable  along  the  line,  the  aaid  contractor  may  select  Crown  Lands 
elsewhere  to  make  up  deficiencies,  the  last  mentioned  seltctions  to  be  made  in 
sections  or  blocks  of  not  leas  than  one  mile  square,  and  not  more  than  ten  miles 
square.'' 

The  contract  contains  stringent  provisions  for  the  due  execution  of  the  various 
agreements,  ho  as  to  secnre  the  conetraction  of  a  firat-class  line  of  railway.  One 
section  stipulates  that  the  wages  of  daily  labourers  shall  not  be  less  than  one  dollar 
per  day,  payable  monthly. 

In  order  to  make  the  railway  really  valuable  to  tlie  settlements 
along  the  line,  it  is  necessary  to  connect  the  small  villages  and  towns 
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with  the  rnilwfty ;  much  good  work  has  been  clone,  hut  much  more 
remains  to  be  done.  The  population  in  Fortune  Bay  and  the  whole 
western  shore  could  avail  themselves  of  the  line  for  mails  and  passeogeis 
by  a  road  from  the  bottom  of  the  bay  to  Black  River,  or  by  a.  short  road 
between  Bay  de  I'Argent,  Buck  Cove,  and  Boat  Harbour,  «rith  a  feny 
to  the  Placeiitia  shore  opponite.  Good  work  has  already  been  done  in 
this  direction ;  Mr.  Beid,  acting  under  the  instructioua  of  the  Govem- 
nient,  has  made  a  good  waggon  road,  forty  miles  in  length,  from  Trinity 
to  Shoal  Harbour,  vi4  Goose  Bay  ;  this  opens  up  a  large  quantity  of  good 
land  for  settlement,  and  secures  access  to  the  railway  to  a  considerable 
population.  Another  road,  ten  miles  in  length,  has  been  built  to 
connect  Indian  Arm  Bay  with  the  railway ;  while  a  third,  five  miles  in 


From  a  p^oloffraph  Ay  ff.  Buri^ull. 

length,  runs  from  Alexander  Buy  to  the  railway  near  Gambo.  A  long 
line  of  road  from  Hall's  Bay  to  Badger  Bay  has  been  surveyed  and 
partly  built,  and  another  from  Arnolds  Cove  and  Come-by-Cliance  is 
finished.  The  Hall's  Bay  line  may  be  completed  this  year  and  will 
connect  with  the  railway.  A  line  of  road  four  miles  long  has  been 
surveyed  from  Northern  Bight  to  the  line,  and  another  is  projected 
from  Exploits  to  Botwoodville  and  Gander  Bay.  Wherever  there  is 
good  land  along  these  waggon  roads  it  will  be  occupied  by  settler.^,  and 
farms  will  multiply. 

Starting  from  Flacentia  Junction,  seven  miles  from  Whitboume, 
the  new  line  runs  from  thence  northerly,  crossing  the  isthmus  which 
connects  the  peninsula  of  Avalon  with  the  mnin  body  of  the  island] 
which  at  its  narrowest  part  is  less  tlian  three  miles  wide.  On  either 
side  of  the  isthmus  are  the  heads  of  the  great  bays  of  Placeatia,  Trinity, 
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and  Fortune,  tlie  waters  of  which  are  only  a  few  miles  distant  from 
Piaceiitia  Baj.  Still  following  a  northerly  course  the  railway  traverses 
the  Terra  Nova,  Gumho,  and  Gander  Valleys,  and  enters  the  great 
valley  of  the  Exploits  at  Norris's  Arm.  At  this  point  it  turns  westerly 
and  follows  the  Exploits  River  to  Badger  Brook,  where  it  leaves  the 
river  and  takes  a  more  north-westerly  course,  and  at  Bishop's  Falls,  ten 
miles  up,  it  crosses  the  Exploits  River  on  a  fine  steel  bridge,  having 
many  piers  of  solid  masonry. 

Following  this  north-westerly  route  the  portion  to  he  immediately 
coBstrucled  will  cross  the  WTiIto  Hill  Plains  and  thence  down  the  valley 
of  Kit'y'a  Brook  to  the  norLh-eastem  end  of  Grand  Lake,  The  course 
will  then  be  along  the  southem  side  of  Deer  Lake  to  Bay  of  Islands, 
thence  through  the  valley  of  Hari'y's  Brook  to  Bay  St.  George.  From 
this  point  the  line  will  pass  to  the  east  of  the  Auguilte  range  of  hills, 
down  the  valley  of  the  Codroy  Rivers,  and  thence  along  by  tlie  coast  to 
Grand  Bay  and  Port-aux-Basques,  the  terminus  of  the  line. 

With  the  exception  of  the  fii-st  portion  of  the  route,  which  lies 
amongst  the  ban-en  lands  of  the  Avalon  peninsula,  the  course  of  the 
railway  runs  through  most  picturesque  wild  scenery  ;  there  are  no  more 
beautirul  vistas  in  North  America  than  Exploitii  Arm  and  its  river 
valley,  the  noble  expanse  of  Grand  Lake,  the  feitilo  vale  of  Deer  Lake, 
the  Huniber  River,  and  the  majestic  coast  scenery  of  B^iy  of  Islands. 
An  American  writer — S.  G.  W.  Benjamin — in  the  Century  Magazine,  thus 
de-scribes  this  noble  view : — "  The  sun  also  came  out,  the  clouds  rolled 
"  away,  and  the  maa;nificent  scenery  of  the  Bay  of  Islands  lay  around 
"  us.  We  felt  more  than  repaid  for  the  effort  required  of  us  to  reach  it. 
"  The  coast  scenery  of  the  worll  otiers  few  prospects  mure  grand,  more 
"varied,  more  eiichantingly  beautiful  than  this;  certainly  on  the 
"  Atlantic  coast  of  North  America  it  is  not  to  be  found."  After  an 
eloquent  description  of  the  varied  beauties  of  this  lovely  hiy,  in  almost 
]irophetic  tone^,  the  writer  says,  "  The  time  is  not  very  distant  when  the 
"  world  will  wake  to  a  consciousness  of  the  minernl  wealth  and  abundant 
"  timber  resources  of  Newfoundland." 

The  railway  is  already  awakening  the  world  to  a  dim  consciousness 
of  our  vast  latent  wealth — the  wealth  of  the  sea,  the  vast  harvest  of 
the  ocean,  seems  to  have  obscured  all  our  other  resources;  even  this  un- 
doubtedly rich  mine  of  wealth  is  only  ha'f  developed.  In  Europe,  the 
fisheries  of  the  North  Sea  produce  more  than  eighty  millions  of  dollars, 
the  value  of  British  fish  alone  representing  tibout  forty  millions,  whilst 
the  whole  deep  sea  fisheries  of  the  United  States,  excluaivo  of  the 
oyster  fisheiy,  is  to-day  probably  less  than  twelve  millions  of  dollars. 
With  half  the  population,  England  consumes  three  times  as  much  thdi 
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as  America.  The  reason  for  this  vast  difference  lies  in  tlie  cheapness 
of  fish  food  in  Europe  as  compared  with  Americi,  owing  to  improved 
methods  of  fishing,  more  Bshermen,  and  greater  facilities  for  tmnspcwts- 
tion.  The  defp  sea  fishery  of  America  is  a  decaying  industry ;  were 
it  not  for  Canadians  and  foreigners,  and  excessive  Protection,  it  -w-oiilJ 
die  altogether.     The  whole  state  of  things  is  artificial  and  unsound. 

The  North  Sea  of  America  lies  around  Newfoundland,  a  fishery  far 
vaster  in  extent  and  more  abundant  thsui  the  famed  fiuhing  grouad?  of 
Europe ;  in  order  to  bring  it  to  the  European  standard  we  must  adopt 
Europenn  methods ;  the  o'd-fa^^hioned  plan  of  salting  and  drying  -the 
end  fish  must  be  abandoned — io  is  most  absurd  and  wasteful  to  actually 
destroy  two-thirds  nf  a  mo^t  vnhmV>le  artic'e  of  fiKid  in  order  to  render 
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the  remainder  uneatable.  What  we  require  is  a  new  method  of  selling 
our  fish  in  its  mo^st  palatable  form  fresh ;  frozen  mutton  is  carried 
fourteen  thousand  miles  through  the  Tropics,  and  fish  is  brought  fi*«h 
and  sound  three  thousand  miles  across  the  American  continent;  as 
certainly  tlie  vast  fish  wealth  ot  our  Island,  the  lordly  salmon,  the 
magnificent  and  abundant  cod  of  the  winter  fishery  at  Channel,  the 
tempting  lobsters,  the  magnificent  herring  of  Bonne  Bay  and  Bay  of 
Islands  will  find  their  way  into  the  American  market  when  tlie  new 
riilway  and  the  ateam  feiry  acro:jB  Cabot  Straits  give  us  constant  access 
to  the  Continent.  Given  the  facilities  for  trade,  and  trade  will  follow, 
when  our  silvery  salmon,  fat  and  fresh  from  the  cold  waters  of  the 
Atlantic,  are  worth  five  cents  a  pound  in  Newfoundland,  and  fifty  in 
New  York  ;  when  one  hundred  lobsters  fetch  sixty  cents  in  our  Isliind, 
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the  price  o£  n  nngle  good  crustacean  in  Kew  York.  Frozen  cod  and 
most  deJicioua  cod's  tongues,  fresh  every  morning,  will  be  transported 
fi-om  onr  shores;  every  train  from  Cape  Breton,  nnd  every  steamer 
across  the  ferry  will  carry  frozen  fish  as  regularly  as  the  fish  trains  rua 
in  Europe.  The  supply  from  Newfoundland  is  simply  inexhaustible,  all 
tliat  is  required  are  facilities — the  train  and  the  twenty  knot  nteamer, 
and  tlie  enterprise  to  transport  it  regularly  to  the  ever-ready  maikeb  of 
the  States  and  Canaila.  When  the  time  comes  we  shall  wonder  why  we 
were  asleep  so  long ;  why  this  obvious  trade  was  so  long  delayed. 
Twenty-five  years  a^o  there  was  no  frozen  herring  trade  between 
Newfoundland  and  America ;  to-day  it  is  an  immense  and  profitable 
business.  So  it  "will  be  with  the  fresh  and  kippered  fish,  bloaters, 
Findon-haddocks,  boneless  cod,  «nd  frozen  fish.  My  prediction  cf  years 
ago,  "Fresli  fish  and  Fulion  Market,"  will  soon  ceat>e  to  be  the  dream 
cf  an  enthusiast ;  tKe  milway  and  steam  ferry  will  s  on  convert  it  into  a 
reality.  The  business  is  there:  let  us  hope  the  right  persons  will  take 
it  up. 

The  new  Northern  and  Western  Railway  will  probably  be  metalled 
to  Bay  of  Islnnds  by  the  end  of  1896,  the  end  of  tlie  track  is  now  only 
eighty  miles  distant  from  the  mouth  of  the  Humber  ;  by  the  close  of 
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1896  it  will  reach  the  terminus  at  Port-aux-Basques,  where  docks  and 
warehouses  are  to  be  erected  by  the  eonti-actor.  This  admirable  harbour 
is  the  centre  of  a  large  winter  cod  fishery,  whilst  Bay  of  Islands  is 
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celebrated  for  its  spleodiJ  hetrbigA,  also  caught  in  winter ;  the  railway 
and  the  ateam  ferry  will  open  a  way  for  their  transportation,  all  the 
winter  through,  to  the  Continent,  Besides  the  fisheries  there  are  large 
deposits  of  iron,  copper,  coal,  asbestofl,  gypsum,  marble,  granite,  and 
other  building  stone  of  the  finest  quality  to  provide  freight  for  the  new 
iron  road. 

To  the  sportsman,  the  tourist,  the  angler,  and  the  canoeist,  the  new 
railway  will  offer  unrivalled  attrnctiontt.  For  the  hunter  of  big  game 
there  is  the  noble  cariboo,  a  species  of  reindeer  peculiar  to  the  Island ; 


tiioj'  lange  over  the  woods  and  barrens  in  eount'esa  thousiinds  the  whole 
interior  is  one  vast  deer  park ;  so  numerous  are  these  lungnifieent 
animals  that  at  least  one  thousand  are  killed  every  winter  on  the  south 
coust,  and  eight  hundred  were  sla'jglilered  swimming  across  Gander 
Lake  in  the  autumn  of  l><9>i,  a  barbarout  pi-actice,  which  is  now  tu  be 
jiut  down  by  law.  The  new  railway  will  bring  the  sportsman  riglit"™ 
to  the  deer  park  at  Or,ind  Lake  (tifty  miles  long),  down  which  he  can 
proceed   hy  boat  and  place  his  camp ;  by  careful  striking  and  strai^'t 


■.*--. 


oogic 


SPORTING  GKOUNDS.  633 

fthooting  he  will  be  sure  to  obtain  Home  Bplcndid  heids.  To  the  less 
ambitious  sportsman  our  Islaud  oifera  some  of  the  finest  grouse  shooting 
in  America  (the  best  looalities  are  on  the  southei'n  parts  of  the  Island), 
and  wild  geese,  ducks,  snipe,  and  curlew  are  abundant.  To  the  fisher- 
man Newfoundland  oflers  unrivalled  attractions ;  lakes  and  rivers  full 
of  noble  trout  and  silvery  sa'mon,  an  angler's  Paradise  that  would  have 
delighted  old  Izaak  Walton's  heart.  There  is  not  only  plenty  of  sport 
for  the  coarse  and  common  bait  fisher,  the  refined  artist  of  the  rod  and 
the  fly  will  be  still  more  gratified  with  sea  trout,  brown  trout,  and 
salmon,  the  former  nbundnnt  in  every  lake  nnd  river.  By  virgin  streams 
and  lovely  placid  lakes,  past  woods  and  mountains,  the  cancjeist,  the 
angler,  and  the  mere  caniper-out  may  wander  at  his  own  sweet  will.' 

An  iiTimerisc  advunt^ge  of  the  new  line  to  Newfoundlanders  will  be 
the  complete  and  entire  change  of  our  present  coromunicatiotis  with  the 
outside  woi'ld ;  instead  of  fortnightly  mails  we  shall  have  trl-weekly 
posts  to  Europe  and  America,  and  in  a  sh'>rt  time  daily  communication 
with  Canaila,  tlie  West  Indies,  and  the  United  States.  Besides  being 
more  frequent,  postal  and  piiBsenger  c-immunication  will  be  much  more 
regular,  and  many  degrees  swifter  thai  is  possible  under  existing 
arrangements. 


At  first  it  is  proposed  to  have  a  tri-weekly  service  between  Port- 
aux-Basques  and  Sydney,  Cape  Breton,  but  when  the  railway  in  Cape 
Breton  is  completed  to  Neil's  Harbour,  thirty  mites  nearer  to  Cape  Ray, 
there  will  be  a  daily  service  across  the  Straits. 

'  Tbe  pini«  Inws  will  bt!  foaad  at  tbe  end  of  Cliapter  XXV. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

TELEGRAPHIC    COMMUNICATION  IN  NEWFOUXDLAN^D. 

1850-1894. 

The  history  of  Telegraphic  Communicat'on  has  been  a  good  deal 
written  about,  but  always  with  a  certain  amount  of  biaa.  The  first 
written  communication  in  Newfoundknd  about  a  telegraphic  line  across 
the  Island  to  connect  us  with  Cnpe  Breton  came  from  Dr,  Afullock,  ami 
was  published  by  him  in  the  Courier  at  St.  John's,  Nov.  8,  1850,  in 
the  following  letter : — 

"  To  THB  Editor  op  thb  Cowbieb,  St.  Johs'b,  November  8,  1850. 

"  I  regret  to  find  that  in  every  plan  for  Tran?iat1  antic  Communication  Holirax 
is  nlwaya  mentioned  and  tho  natnral  capabilities  of  Newfoundland  entirely 
overlooked.  Tbia  boa  been  deeply  impressed  on  my  mind  by  tbe  communication 
I  read  in  your  paper  of  Saturday  last,  regarding  telegrapbio  comcnunication 
hetvcen  England  and  Ireland,  in  which  ir>  is  said  that  the  nearest  telegraphic 
station  on  Ibe  American  eido  ia  Halifax,  twenty -one  hundred  and  fifty-five  miles 
from  the  west  of  Ireland.  Now  woul  i  it  not  ho  well  to  call  the  attention  of  England 
and  America  to  the  estraordinnry  capabilities  of  St.  John's,  as  the  nearest 
telegraphic  point  P  It  is  an  Atlantic  port,  lying,  1  may  Bay,  in  the  traek  of  the 
ocean  steameiti,  and  by  establishing  it  as  the  American  telegraphic  station,  news 
noeld  be  communicated  to  the  whole  American  continent  forty-eight  hours,  at 
least,  sooner  than  by  any  other  route.  Ent  how  will  this  be  accomplixbed  ?  Jnst 
look  at  the  map  of  Nenfoundlaud  and  Cape  Breton.  From  St.  John's  to  Cape 
Bay  there  is  no  difficulty  in  eslabliehing  a  line  passing  neir  Holy-Bood  aloDg 
the  neck  of  land  oonneeting  Trinity  and  Placentia  Bays,  and  thonce  in  a  direction 
(Iiie  west  to  the  Capo.  You  have  then  about  foj-ty-one  to  forty-fi^o  miles  of  eea 
to  St.  Paul's  ]tland,  with  deep  soundings  of  one  hundred  fathoms,  so  that  the 
electric  cable  will  be  perfectly  safe  from  icebergs.  Thonce  to  Cape  North,  in 
Cape  Breton,  is  little  more  than  12  miles.  Thus  it  is  not  only  practicable  to 
bring  America  two  daya  nearer  to  Europe  by  this  route,  but  should  the 
telegraphic  communication  bbtween  England  and  Ireland,  6i  miles,  be  realised, 
itpresentsnot  tbe  least  difficnlty.  Ofcourse  wein  Newfonndiand  will  hare  nothing 
to  do  with  the  erection,  working,  and  maintenance  of  the  telegraph;  but  I 
suppose  our  GoTernment  will  give  every  facility  to  the  company,  either  English 
or  American,  who  will  undertake  it,  as  it  will  be  an  incalcnkble  advantage  to 
this  country.  I  hope  the  day  is  not  for  distant  when  St.  John's  will  be  the  first 
liulc  in  the  electric  chain  which  will  unite  the  Old  World  and  the  New. — J.  T.  U." 
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Tbe  pioneer  of  telegraphic  comiminication  in  the  Colony  was 
the  celebrated  Frederic  Newton  GiBbome,  In  the  winter  of  1S49 
he  was  employed  as  an  engineer  in  extending 
the  telegraph  from  Lower  Canada  through 
New  Brunswick  to  Sackville,  N.S.,  to  connect 
with  the  Nova  Scotia  lines  which  had  been 
begun  in  1848-49 ;  he  then  conceived  the 
idea  of  also  connecting  Newfoundland  with 
the  continent.  In  1851  Mr.  Gisbome  came  to 
St.  Jwhn's,  appeared  before  the  Legislature, 
explained  his  plans,  wliieh  were  to  Jay  a 
telegraph  line  from  St.  John's  to  Cape  Ray, 
and  to  connect  with  Cape  Breton  by  carrier 
pigeons,  steamer,  or,  evimfcually  it  was  hoped 
by  a  8ub-m:irine  cable.  'Jhe  House  of 
Assembly   granted   £.500   for  a   survey  and  '■  "■  oi»i«>ssb- 

passed  an  Act  authorising  the  construction  of  ''"'"■  "■  'i^  pixt^raph. 

the  line.' 

In  the  same  year  Mr.  Gisbome  commenced  building  the  St.  John's 
and  Carbonear  Electric  Telegraph  Company's  line.*  The  survey  of  the 
route  for  the  line  to  Cape  Ray  proved  a  moat  arduous  undertaking. 
Mr.  Gisbome  began  his  journey  in  September  and  on  the  4th  December 
1851    he  writes:   "I  accomplished  the  survey  through  three  hundred 

'  FiBBT  Pboposgd  Act.  of  the  bcIubI    ootla}^   and  expenDeg   of  the 

it^eK/ouHdlander.)  couipanj,  with  an  additioa    of  SO  per  cent. 

™    J    ■   \.T   \^-  V  ,  .  thereto.    The  New  York  and  Galnraj  steam 

■.,     IT",  %;    Gubome    may  frtm  the  pjcket  proposition  of  makine  thU  the  inier- 

l-ewfoundlaod   Electric   Tel^aph  Company  mediate   p6rt  of    call,   both   homeward  aod 

wuh  capiul  of  £100,000  m  1,000  .hares  of  outward,  for  their  fine  line  of  Bteam«hii«,  T.ill 

£100  each.    That   such  company  may  con-  form  the  subject  of  another  Bill, 
struct    and    complete   the    line   of  maguetic 
electric    telegraph   from  St.   John's   towards 

Cupe  Kay  and  branch  lines  to  Trepaisey  and  >  {Newfouttdlander,  March  II,  1852.) 

olher    place*,  but   not  to    interfere    with  the  „_,       ,     .  .    ,  ,  ...  o.  r  i.   . 

St.  Johu'a  and  Carbonear  Electric  Telegraph  "TheelectncteleKraphhetween  St.  John* 

Company.      That    the   company   shaU   have  >nd  Conception  Bay  was  put  m  operation  for 

KrantVd  to  them  bk«ks  of  lanrt  not  exceeding  '^^u'  '""*  "''  !»"Saturday  (6  March  IBSS) 

five    Muare     miles    each,     and    in    ati    not  »°?  ""^  transm.t.ed  aeveral   me»age>  from 

Bxce*d?ng  S5  square   miles,  subject  to   such  Brigos  and  Harbour  Gmce  each^ay  of  thi^ 

re«TV»tion  and  condition  respectinE  aU  mines  "«*''■     Yesterday,  particularly,  the  telegraph 

..f  gold,  silver  aud  coat,   and  other  matter,  as  office  was  the  scene  of  a  general  attraction 

may  be  just  and  reasonable.     That  u  sooo  as  'broughout  the  day." 

a  good  traversable  path  on  the  line  of  sunrey  The  first  telegraph   office    nas   io    tbe 

to  Cape  Ray  shall  be  made,  not  less  than  four  Commercial     Kuilding.     Duckworth     Street, 

feet  in  width  and  opened  to  the  public,  the  For  tfae   first  time  in  1852  the    papers  have 

Govenimeni  ihalt  pay  the  proposed  sum  of  news  headed  per  Electric    Telepraph.     Tbe 

£1,000  for  every   100   miles  of  such   road.  Carboneftr  line  was  a  very  poor  affair  ;  it  was, 

IjtHtly  the  Government  reserves  to  itself  the  however,    a  never-ceasing    wonder.       There 

right   at  any  time,  after   giving   IS   months'  were  constant  complaints  of  malicioos  injuries 

notice,  Io  assume  the   proprietorship  of  the  to  the  linej   the  out-harbour  boys  coutd  not 

"''    ~  '      line  and  all    branch  lines    aitd  resist  tbe  temptation  to  tbrnw  stones,  in  the 


everjtlung  eonnected  therewith  on  payjient      vernacular,  "  flte  rocks,"  at  the  insulators, 
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and  fifty  miles  ot  woods  and  wildernesB."  ^  On  the  6th  March  18o2. 
Ml'.  Gisbome  delivered  a  lecture,  before  the  Mechanics'  Institute  in  the 
Old  Factory,  on  the  electric  telegraph ;  a  battery  in  the  nxHQ  was 
connected  with  the  St.  John's  and  Carbonear  tel^raph  wires,  and 
messages  were  sent  forth  and  back  from  Harbour  Grace,  Carbonear, 
and  Brigus ;  the  experiments  duly  astonished  the  natives ;  Judge 
Robinson  and  the  Attorney-General  Archibald  gave  Mr.  Gisbome  great 
praise,  and  he  thoroughly  deserved  it  To  the  energy,  spirit,  and 
disinterested  exertions  of  Gisbome,  Newfoundland  owes  the  great 
advantage  of  telegraphic  communication ;  he  was  the  pioneer,  but 
he  neaped  no  benefit  from  all  his  labours  and  privations  on  our 
behalf. 

In  the  spring  of  1  S.i2  an  Act  was  passed  incorporating  "  The  New- 
foundland Electric  Telegraph  Company,"  gi\ing  the  company  the 
exclusive  right  to  erect  telegraphs  in  the  Island  for  thiriiy  years,  and  a 
large  grant  of  land  on  the  completion  of  the  line.  The  EUen  Gi^H>me 
came  to  St.  John's  in  December  1S52,  but  it  was  not  until  the  spring  of 
1853  that  Mr.  Gisbornfi  organised  a  company  in  New  York,  with 
Horace  B.  Tibbetts,  Darius  B.  Holbrook,  and  others;  he  then  proceeded 
vigorously  with  the  work  of  building  the  line  to  Cape  Ray.  His  agents 
in  St.  John's  were  Gisbome  and  Henderson ;  everything  was  pro- 
gressing favourably  in  the  summer  of  1853,  when  the  New  York  agents 
dishonoured  h's  bills  and  the  whole  concern  collapsed  ;  Giaborre  himself 
was  stripped  of  everything  he  possessed.  This  unfortunate  result 
produced  intense  distress  amongst  the  unfortunate  labourers ;  on  Slst 
Januaiy  1854,  the  Governor,  Ker  Baillie  Hamilton,  retei-s  to  the  wide- 
spread poverty  amongst  the  people,  "  aggravated,  moreover,  by  the 
failure  ol'  the  electric  telegi-aph  company." 

'  From  the  Ma»che>,ter  Examiner  and  ?"f  ■  "'5"=i°K  "'If?"  f^  dctcrmiDatioo.  ud 

j-jufg,  ID  the  other  a  pair  of  compauci,  indmtira 
of   xkill   and   calculation,   fau   strug)c1ed    to 

"  Testimonial  toMr.  F.  N.  Gisbome.     A  nearly  the  liigbest  point,  and  is  banding  ibe 

verj  beautiral,vBlunble,aDd  appropriate  piece  compasses  to  science.    The  loak;  heights  are 

of  plate  has  been  prepared  as  a  testimonial  to  studded  here  and  there  irilh  North  Ameneao 

Ml'.  Frederic  Newton  Gisbome,  eldest  son  of  flr-treea.    Upon  the  front  of  the  base  an  oval 

Hartlej'  P.  Gisbome,  Esq.,  ot  this  citj,  con-  is  fonned  by  a  cable,  and  vithin  ihe  coil  is 

tributed  and  to  be  presented  bj  the  inhabi-  the    inscription ;    on    the    opposite    aide   is 

tauts  of  Sl  John's,  IfewfoundlEJid,  as  markiafi  represented  a  veeael  at  sea,  lajing  dovn  the 

iheir  sense  of  the  euergy  and  perseveraoce  he  cable  for  the  electric  lel^raph.     A  group  of 

hns   displaj-ed   in   trarersing   the   previouslj  seals  and  a  group  of  beavetv  occupy  part*  of 

iineiplored  pnrts  of  the  island,  in  anticipation  the    space   betwean   these.      There   are   also 

of  the  introdnclion  of  the  eleclric  telegraph.  (rngravedrcpresentatioosof  American  sceneij, 

Tbe  design  is  bold,  and  highly  characteristic  with  Indian  wigwams.    The  ipecifio  cbaraeta 

ol  the  subject  portrayed.    At  the  summit  of  of  tbe  testimonial  is  farther  indicated  by  Ibe 

a  rocky  eminence,  in  frosted  silver,  stands  a  whole  bang  encircled  by  telegnph  posts  sad 

figure  of  science,  with  a  wreath  of  innifirteifet  wires.     Manchester    may   justly   take    mbs 

in  her  upraised  and  eitended  left  band,  ready  credit  to  itself,  on  account  of  its  relation  to 

to  crown  the  deserving  enleipnse— a  figure  tbegentleman  whose  enterprise  this  teatimonial 

of  Uoman  character,  with  a  hatchet  in  one  commemoratee." 
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In  none  of  Mr.  Qiebome's  written  communications  about  this  time 
IB  there  one  word  about  an  Atlantic  cable  or  telegraphic  communication 
with  Europe ;  there  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  an  able  man  like 
Oisbome  had  thought  of  the  project,  as  had  others,  long  before.  The 
written  and  printed  papers,  the  prospectus  and  plans  of  his  company 
make  no  reference  whatever  to  the  larger  and  grander  conception. 
In  January  18a4,  Gisbome  come  in  contact  with  Cyrus  W.  Field, 
then  a  young  merchant  who  had  made  a  handsome  fortune  and 
retired  from  active  business.  Field  at  once  took  hold  of  the  larger  idea 
of  cable  communication  with  Europe ;  for  Gisburne's  project  of  the 
limited  Newfoundland  line  he  cared  nothing  and  woul<i  have  nothing  to 


do  with  it,  but  when  he  found  from  Professor  Morse,  Lieut.  Maury,  and 
Brett,  that  an  Atlantic  telegraph  was  a  practicable  undertaking,  he 
threw  himself  into  the  project  with  all  his  marvellous  zeal  and  per- 
tinacity. No  one  claims  for  Mr.  Field  any  originnlity  of  thought  about 
this  great  enterprise,  but  nothing  can  rob  him  of  the  credit  of  being  the 
first  oi^anizer,  the  moving  spirit,  the  vital  force  and  power  that  from 
first  to  last  completed  the  Atlantic  cable.  His  enthusiasm  brought  over 
Peter  Cooper,  Moses  Taylor,  Marshall  O.  Roberts,  and  Chandler  White, 
the  financiers  of  the  new  company,  founded  in  March  1854,  and  granted 
a  charter  by  the  Newfoundland  Government  as  "  The  New  York, 
Newfoundland,  and  London  Telegraph  Company."  • 

There  is  a  marked  contrast  between  the  prospectus  of  Mr.  Gisbome's 
Company  and  Mr.  Field'a     The  indefatigable  Cyrus  came  down  in  the 

■  FieM,  Cooper,    Taylor,  Boheru,   and  Bterliiig  to  keep  up  the  coanection  irilh  New- 

WilwD  G.   Huut  are  known  aa  ihe   "  Five  roundlaiid  antil  the  Alltotic  cable  wax  earn- 

Immortals";  the  mea  irho  first  riskrd  £30n,000  pleted  iu  IS66. 
in  ISH,  and  paid  up  the  halaoceof  the  millioD 
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Merlin  in  March  1854,  and  returned  in  her,  leaving  his  able  brother. 
David  Dudley  Field,  and  Chandler  White  to  secure  and  perfect  the 
charter.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  discuSBion  in  the  Executive  CooDcil 
and  in  the  Hoiiiw  on  the  grant  to  the  new  company,  especially  the 
Government  guarantee  of  ^50,000  worth  of  bonds,  not  a  penny  of  which 
was  ever  i-equired  ;  it  was,  however,  practically  passed  unanimously,  and 
immediately  the  poor  lahourers  on  the  line  and  all  outstanding  liabilities 


Bg  Snrony,  A',  V.  Bw  Mora,  X.  1". 

of  the  defunct  company  were  paid  off.  C^handler  White  remained  for  s 
year  as  manager ;  he  gave  rise  to  more  law-suits  in  that  short  peiiod 
than  the  Anglo-American  has  had  ever  since. 

Whilst  his  associates  were  busy  settling  the  affairs  of  the  ctimpany 
in  St.  John's,  C  W.  Field  was  in  England  getting  the  first  cable  made 
for  the  Gulf.  It  was  very  unfortunate  for  the  company  that  Mr.  FieU 
could  not  be,  like  "  Boyle  Roche's  bird,"  in  two  places  at  once ;  the 
company's  affairs  in  the  Colony  were  managed  with  reckless  e.^- 
ti-ava^ance  and  woful  incapacity.  One  Sunday  I  ri'member  seeing  the 
Victoria^a  crew  landing  glaas  insidatots  at  Burgeo  ;  three  out  of  everj' 
five  were  smashed  on  a  lot  of  ballast  at  the  head  of  the  wharf.  "  There 
goes  ten  cents  for  Peter  Cooper's  "  said  the  profane  Sluyter. 

It  has  been  argued  by  many  persons  in  our  day  that  the  charter  to 
Field's  Company  was  extravagant  and  unjustifiable,  that  harder  terms 
should  liave  been  exacted,  and  particularly  that  the  Colony  should  have 
secured  a  revenue  out  of  the  company.  Now  let  us  look  at  the  facts  *" 
they  appeared  to  the  highly  intelligent  and  able  men  who  arranged  this 
question  in  1854.  I  admit,  at  the  outset,  that  the  Act  was  ably  drawn, 
drafted  in  the  interest  of  the  company  by  the  first  lawyer  in  America, 
David  Dudley  Field ;   but  were  its  provisions  unreasonable  ?     In  the 
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first  place  Mr.  CyruB  Field  would  accept  nothing  lens  than  the  Act ;  if 
there  had  been  any  important  modification  he  would  simply  have  let 
the  matter  drop  and  have  retired  to  New  York  to  enjoy  his  well- 
earned  leisure.  We  must  remember  that  whilst  one  part  of  the  f>roject, 
the  land  line  and  the  connection  across  the  GulF,  was  practicable  and 
feasible,  the  main  project  of  an  Atlantic  cable  was  looked  upon  by  ninety- 
nine  men  out  of  every  hundred  aa  the  wild  project  of  a  Yankee  lunatic  ; 
even  on  the  very  eve  of  its  completion,  the  London  TiToes  declared  it  was 
a  visionary  and  utterly  impracticable  undertaking.    Our  Legislature  liad 


From  UutlalD-t  Trip  to  Sanfoundtand. 

before  them  an  ofFer  from  wealthy  Americans  to  pay  off  the  debts  of 
the  bankrupt  company,  to  expend  a  million  dollars  in  the  Colony,  to 
give  the  Island  telegraphic  communication  with  England  and  America, 
and  a  local  line  to  Cape  Ray  and  Cape  Race  absolutely  for  nothing.^ 
Would  the  Legislature  have  been  justified  in  rejecting  such  an  obviouply 
advantageous  offer,  and  was  it  unreasonable  for  daring  capitalists,  who 
were  willing  to  lisk  their  millions  in  such  a  risky  enterprise,  to  require 

>  UDtil  thu  local   lines  vere   bfguu   b;  linei  were  estendeil  to    St.  Qeori;e'K    Baj, 

Mr.  Mackay  in   1S77,  thi»  Colonj  had   not  B« j  oF  lalandd,  Beita  Cove,  Tilt  (^ove,  and 

■puDi  a  brtbioK  on  telegraphs  heffind   the  Little  Bay  Mines  \  in  1%«b  the  telegraph  •man 

Carbonear  line,  which  wus  taken  over  at  pat  extended   to    Greenapond    and    Twilliiigatc, 

by  Mr.  Field.     All  the  other  North  American  Burin,  St.  Lawrence,  Lamaline,  Grand  Bank, 

Colonies  expended  large  Bumi  on  local  li ties.  and  Vortune ;  in   IBS7    it   tus  extended   to 

In  1877,  Trinity,  Catalioa,  and  Bonayista  were  Fogo,  !$eldom  Come  By,  Change  Itlaadi,  &<;, 
eonnecled  by  telegraph ;  in  1 878  GoTcnunent 
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exclusive  rights  subject  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  ?     Our  L^slature 
would  have  been  wrong  to  refuse  such  an  obviously  favourable  offer, 
the  rights  of  the  Colony  being  carefully  guarded 
by  rather  ouerous  restrictions.' 

The  land  line  to  Cape  Bay  was  completed 
in  October  1856.  la  anticipation  of  it^  operation 
Mr.  Field  and  a  party  of  friends  came  to 
St.  John's  in  the  steamer  James  Adger,  and  went 
to  Fort-aux-Basques  to  lay  the  cable  across  the 
Gulf;  in  towing  the  barque  Sarah  L.  Brya-ni 
with  the  cable,  a  gale  arose,  and  the  cable  had 
to  be  cut  to  save  the  barque ;  a  little  later  in 
the  same  year,  however,  the  cable  was  Eiicce5»> 
I.  D.  K^iTLD).  fully  laid  to  Cape  Breton  by  Sir  Samuel  Canning, 

BwS.H.PaTtn:  Mr.  T.  D.  Scaolan*  representing  the  Newfound- 

land Company.'  When  Mr.  Field  arrived  in 
New  York  in  December  1856,  he  found  the  Gulf  cable  broken,  asd  all 
the  Newfoundland  telegraph  line  in  a  state  of  disorder,  the  super- 
intendent, Simpson,  having  abandoned  the  country  in  despnir.     He  put 


poBT-ini-BUQVn  IK  ies7. 
From  MuUali/'i  Trip  to  }fevif>Biindleiid. 

himself    in   commuDicatlon   with    James   Eddy    and   the   well-known 
D.  H.  Craig,  founder  of  the  New  York  Associated  Press,  and  asked 

'  Tberc   i*   k   veiy   able  article   in   the  and   Loudon    Telegraph  Companj,   from  \U 

Nevfoundiander  in  April   1B54,  on  this  nub-  birth  in   1854  to  its  amalgsmatiua  with  K)k 

jecl,  evidently  irritten  bj  Hon.  K.  D.  Shea.  Aoglo- American  Companj  ia  1873. 

*  The  late  Mr.  T.  D.  Scaolnn  vaa  axlo-  'The  first  meMage  sent  wu  a  cable  from 

ciuied  with  the  New  York,  Newfoandland,  J.  &;W.  Pitts  to  A.  &  U.  Cameron,  Baddcck. 
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thera  to  select  for  him  the  beat  man  in  Amerien  to  take  cliarge  of  the 
Newfoundland   lines ;    without   communication   with   each  other,  they 
advised  him   to  appoint  Mr.  A.  M.  Mackay,  then  twenty-two  years  old, 
the  Su[ierintendent  of  tlie  Nova  Scotia  Telegraph.*    When  Mackay  came 
here   in  January  1857  he  found  everything  in  confusion,  not  a  single 
sectioni  of  the  line  waa  in  working  order ;  he  a^ertnined   where  the 
break  wns  in  the  cable,  repaired  it  in  June  1857  with  the  small  steamer 
Vu:toria,   walked   over   the   line   from  Cape  Ray,  organised   the  slati" 
of  operators  and  repairers,  and  put  the  whole  concern  in  working  order. 
From  this  period  until  the  successful  laying 
of  the  cable  in  1800,  the  New  York,  New- 
foundland, and  London  Telegraph  Company 
in  this  Colony  waa  kept  in  existence  as  a 
going  concern  by  two  men,  Fieldand  Mackay^ : 
a  dozen  times  the  other  directors  would  havr 
dropped  it  altogether  but  for  Field's  enthti- 
8iasmandperBoverancB,and  Mackay's  activity 
and  careful,  economical  management  in  the 
Island.     The  laying  of  the  cable  of  course 
put  life  into  the  local  lines,  made  the  worth- 
less valuable,  and  from   that  day  to  this 
everything  has  gone  well  under   the  same 

able  management.^  ji,,^,  ^  ^  mil»jv 

AIl    in    Newfoundland    who   leraeniber  **  *'■  ii-  Panont. 

the    27th    July    1806,   when    tlie    Atlantic 

cable  was  landed,  can  bear  witness  to  the  excitement  and  enthusiasm 
that  pervaded  all  classes.  I  was  present  with  a  party  in  Heart's  Con- 
tent at  the  time,  and  I  beli'^ve  Cyrus  \V.  Field  hardly  slept  for  three 
nights  whilst  in  port.  The  cab!e  is  no  longer  a  wonder  and  a  marvel, 
but  as  one  sits  through  the  long  watches  of  the  night,  with  both 
ctititinents  at  rest,  and    notes   the  beginning   of  the  business   day  in 

■..    '  The  belt  proof  ot  Mt.  Mackay's  energy  Apsooiated  I'ress  to  itilercept  oi 

nsd  ecoDomy  in  matingeiD«Dt   U  the  aciuiil  the  Ert>t  ship  lavt  was  tJie  S.)^ 

vork  BccompliBhed.     In   I86T  he  rebuilt  the  Innian  Line.    The  public  coDstautly  saw  the 

Vhole  teleerapb  line  from  SI.  John's  to  Ca|ie  heailing   id   English   and   American   papers, 

Kay,  vhich    had  originally   cost    {l,OOU,0[>i),  "  ViaCape  Usee,"  bul  few  had  any  idea  of 

fur  ?90,IXH),  in  recognition  of  which  scrrice  tho^    daring  trips  of  bold  John    .Murphy  to 

the  Company  presented   bini  with  a  magnifi-  catch      the     outward    aud     hoDiewurd-buiind 

ciDt  service  of  plate;  and  in  1HH5   he   buill  slenmers  ^  coni^ideriog  Ibu  immmeiit    piril  of 

fer   the  Ncwfnundland   Government  branch  landing  and  launching  boats  from  sucb  a  wild 

lines  from  Itiirin  and  Twillingale,  to  Connect  spot,  il  iv  mHrrcllous  how  much  news  waa  sent 

with  the  Sew  York,  Xen-fouiidland,  and  Lon-  in  ihia  extraordiaary  way. 
dou  telegraph  system,  340  miles  tbruugh  the  '  The  Anglo- American  Telegraph  Com- 

wiklerncaB  for  |45,000.  pany  has   spent  in  this  Colony  uior«    than 

'  The   receipts  from   the  Newfuiindland  t4,0UO,OO0  in  salaries,  renewals.  a..d  repairs 

lines  throughout  this  period  of  hope  deferred  over    and    above   the   entire    receipis    from 

were  very  small  and  very  precarious.    la  18^9  Xewfonndland  sources, 
a  new*  boat  was  placed  at  Cape  Race  by  the 

/     p.  2728.  S   S 
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Europe,  and  later  on  the  rush  from  America,  watching  by  the  cable 
instrument,  we  appeur  almost  to  hear  the  ea^r  steps  of  the  busy  inolti- 
tudes  in  two  worlds;  to  the  tired  operator  it  is  mere  ordinary  business, 
but  to  the  onlooker,  this  joining  of  the  hemispheres,  and  the  complete 
annihilation  of  time  and  space,  will  always  appear  as  the  most 
wonderful  achievement  in  an  age  of  scientific  marvels.  To  Mr.  F.  Peny, 
the  able  Superintendent  of  the  Anglo- American  Cable  Company,  I  am 
indebted  for  the  chapter  on  the  landing  and  working  of  the  cable. 
Mr.  Perry  was  at  Heart's  Content  in  1806,  and  has  for  many  yesR 
been  the  very  efficient  general  manager  there,  one  of  the  busiest 
and  best-equipped  telegraph  stations  in  the  world. 


THE  ATLANTIC  CARLE  AND  HEART'S   CONTEXT. 
Bv  F.  PEHRr, 

Stiperinltndtnt  qfthe  Anfflo-AmeriaiH  Cablt  Q0tn  al  Lirvrpool. 

The  27th  of  July  1866  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Newfoundland  as  a  red-letter  day  in  its  history,  for  on  that  morning 
the  S.S.  Grmt  Eastern,  with  the  living  end  of  the 
Atlantic  cable  on  board,  accompanied  by  Ih* 
steamships  Medvmy  and  Albany,  might  be  Jis- 
cemed  from  the  nettlement  of  Heart's  Content, 
two  or  three  mdes  in  the  offing ;  the  hopes  sua 
fears  which  had  been  entertained  in  reference  to 
this  undertaking  were  then  within  an  ace  of  being 
successfully  determined.  It  is  true  that  some 
years  previously  (1858)  an  attempt  had  beernn*'!* 
to  unite  Ireland  and  Newfoundland  by  a  sub- 
marine cabli%  which  had  been  landed  in  Bay 
MB.  V.  PKBBY.  Bull's  Arm,  at  the  head  of  Trinity  Boy,  but  its  life 

From  an  old  pkoioerapTi.  had  bceu  sliort  and  at  best  preu-arious  ;  the  instru- 
ments used  in  its  manipulation  were  cumbronSi 
while  the  signals  recorded  were  sluggish,  and  the  working  painfully 
slow.  About  mid-day  on  the  date  above-mentioned  the  ahore-end  of  tie 
cable  was  sucresafully  landed,  and  from  that  moment  until  the  present 
if  we  e.tcept  a  few  months  between  November  1870  and  May  187J. 
the  communication  between  Valentia  and  Heart's  Content  has  never  for 
an  instant  been  interrupted. 

To  connect  Heart's  Content  with  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  tii» 
continent  of  America,  lines  had  been  erected  between  Newfoundland  awl 
Oap3  Breton—  where  the  wires  belonging  to  the  Western  Union  Company 

D,;,rzco.,*^-.OOglC 
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of  America  had  their  terminus— the  New  York,  Newfoundland,  and 
Xondon  Teleffraph  Company  had  been  incorporafed.  This  latter  com- 
pany owed  ita  crention  to  the  almost  superhuman  effort?  of  Mr.  Cyrus 
Field,  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  whose  energy  and 
perseverance  also  the  formation  of  the  companies  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
primarily  the  Atlantic  Telegraph  Company,  and  subsequently  the 
Anglo-American  Telegraph  Company,  was  at  the  same  time  mainly 
attributable. 

The  lines  of  the  New  York,  Newfoundland,  and  London  Telegraph 
Company  consisted  of  an  air  line  suspended  on  poles  along  the  southern 
shore   of    the   island  terminating   at  _      -,     ,        . 

Port -an  X- Basques,  at  its  south-western 
corner ;  from  this  point  to  Asp^e  Bny, 
in  the  island  of  Cape  Breton,  a  distance 
of  some  seventy  miles,  a  submarine 
cable  had  previou^ily  been  submerged, 
although  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
pletion of  the  oceiin  cable  to  Heart's 
Content  this  short  cable  was  unfor- 
tunately interrupted,  fast  steamers 
being  employed  for  the  time  in  convey- 
ing batches  of  messages  at  frequent 
intervals.  Towards  the  autumn, 
however,  this  short  section  was 
repaired  by  A,  M.  Mackay,  the 
General  Superintendent  in  New- 
foundland of  the  New  York  Company, 
thus  completing  t"legraph  communi- 
cation between  the  two  great  con- 
tinents, Europe  and  America.  ■*'  DwHeg. 

In  the  ensuing  summer  (1867),  it  having  been  found  that  the  land 
line  across  the  bieadih  of  Newfoundland,  from  the  severity  of  winter 
storms  and  the  tardy  means  at  hand  for  restoration,  was  generally 
imreliable  and  unsatisfactory,  it  was  determined  to  lay  a  submarine 
cable  from  Great  Placentia  in  Newfoundland  to  North  Sydney  in  Cape 
Breton,  taking  the  French  island  of  St.  Pieire  by  the  way,  and  so 
Iringing  that  colony  within  the  fold  of  telegraph  communication,  and  at 
the  same  time  rendering  the  company  independent  of  the  somewhat 
precarious  comniuni<:»tion  by  the  air  line  across  the  island  cf  Newfound- 
land. From  that  time  until  the  present  the  cables  between  Placentia 
and  North  Sydney  have  been  multiplied  and  strengthened,  while  the 
line  vid  Port-aux- Basques  has  not  of  late  been  iit  use  for  through  traffic ; 
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it  is  merely  serviceable  for  local  messages  and  for  completing  the  network 
of  telegnipfas  throughout  the  island. 

It  was  part  of  the  Great  Eastern's  mission,  if  the  cable  of  1S66 
should  be  successfully  accomplished,  to  endeavour  to  recover  the  loet  end 
of  the  1865  cable  which  had  been  attempted  to  be  laid  by  the  Atlactic 
Tele;^ph  Company  with  the  same  steamer  in  the  summer  of  the 
previous  year.  This  feat,  which  has  been  compared  to  fishing  with  a 
bent  pin  at  the  end  of  a  string  from  the  dome  of  St  Paul's,  was  also  an 
accomplished  fact  towards  the  middle  of  September  in  the  same  year, 
when  the  ship  having  recovered  the  cable  from  a  depth  of  nearly  two 
thousand  fathoms,  spoken  through  the  line  to  Valentia  and  spliced  it 
on  to  the  cable  on  board,  brought  that  end  also  safety  to  shore  at  Heart's 
Content. 

The  instruments  at  first  used  in  manipulating  the  cable  were  an 
onlinary  double-current  key  and  a  mirror-reflecting  galviinometer,  the 


Fnai  Ihe  Illutirated  Loniton  A'ero*. 

former  for  transmitting  the  signals,  and  the  latter  for  receiving  them; 
home  sixteen  to  twenty  cells  of  the  form  known  as  "  Menotti "  were 
VKcd  for  generating  the  cari'ent,  while  boxes  of  "  condensers,"  which  are 
composed  of  alternate  sheets  of  tinfoil  and  mica,  or  other  insulating 
material,  were  employed  to  keep  the  movements  of  the  "  spot,"  or  column 
of  reflected  light,  obedient  to  the  movements  of  the  mirror,  suspended 
by  a  fibre  of  silk  within  the  convolutions  of  fine  wire  contained  in  the 
galvanometer,  within  control.  These  instruments,  although  simple  in 
construction  and  somewhat  crude  in  comparison  with  those  in  use  in  the 
present  day,  were  proved  to  be  satisfactory,  and  continued  to  hold  theii- 
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place  for  seven  years.  The  speed  of  working  at  the  beginning  was  bix 
to  eight  words  a  minute,  but  this  was  improved  upon  as  time  went  on 
and  tlie  operators  gained  experience  in  what  to  them  was  an  entirely 
new  system. 

In  1873  the  siphon  recorder,  an  invention  of  Lord  Kelvin,  then 
Sir  William  Thomson,  the  eminent  electrician  und  Professor  of  Philosophy 
at  Glasgow  University,  was  introduced.  The  advantage  of  this  instru- 
ment W8S  that  the  signals  tninsmitted  through  the  cable  were  no  longer 
interpreted  by  the  movements  of  a  flash  of  light,  but  were  permanently 
recorded  on  a  paper  tape  or  ribbon  by  ink  flowing  through  a  glass  tube 
or  siphon,  not  much  thicker  than  a  hair,  one  end  of  which  was  bent 
into  a  small  tank  or  metal  box  containing  ink,  and  the  other  moving 
near  the  surface  of  the  paper,  which  was  kept  continually  moving  onward 
by  the  revolutions  of  a  "  mouse-mill  "  worked  by  a  "  quantity  battery  " 
of  large  surface,  the  mouse-mill  also  fulfilling  the  duty  of  electrifying 
the  ink  and  forcing  it  through  the  bore  of  the  narrow  siphon.  This 
system  was  greatly  in  advance  of  the  mirror-galvanometer,  inasmuch 
as  the  record  could  be  preserved  for  reference  in  case  of  errors,  and  the 
eyes  were  relieved  from  the  tedium  and  constant  strain  involved  in  the 
old  method. 

In  the  year  1878  "duplex  "was  successfully  placed  on  the  cables 
after  a  long  period  of  painstaking  reseai-ch  and  perseverance  by 
Mr.  J.  B.  Steams,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  thus  permitting  a 
message  to  be  sent  and  received  on  the  same  cable  at  the  same  time,  ajid 
so  nearly  doubling  its  working  power.  In  this  system  a  mock  cable  or 
artificial  line  was  employed,  an  instrument,  or  rather  succession  of 
instrument,  made  up  so  as  to  represent  the  cable  as  nearly  as  possible, 
both  as  regards  resistance  and  capacity  ;  these  latter  had  tu  be  adjusted, 
or,  to  use  a  common  term,  "  balanced,"  with  such  nicety  that  when  out- 
going signals  were  sent  into  the  cable,  the  in-coming  signals  would  not 
be  afiected  or  disturbed ;  when  this  result  was  attained  the  rest  wan 
easy,  and  duplex  from  that  time  to  the  present  remains  an  undoubted 
poHsibility, 

The  Anglo-American  Telegraph  Company,  by  its  cables  between 
Valentia  and  Heart's  Content,  makes  a  great  point  in  transmitting  the 
quick-time  messages,  or  "  stocks "  as  they  are  termed ;  the  wires  are 
brought  into  the  Stock  Exchange  at  New  York,  while  the  Company's 
office  in  Throgmorton  Street,  London,  is  within  a  few  steps  of  the  Stock 
Exchange  in  that  city.  The  land  lines  are  placed  alongside  the  cable 
instruments  at  Valentia,  Heart's  Content,  and  North  Sydney,  so  that 
while  the  messages  are  being  transcribed  by  one  operator  they  are 
forwarded  a  stage  on  their  journey  by  another,  with  the  minimum  delay 
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at  each  tstaiion.  By  this  method  it  is  a  thing  of  frequftnt  occurrence  for 
a  broker  in  New  York  to  telegraph  an  order  to  his  client  in  London 
nnd  receive  a  reply  that  tiie  buaineHS  has  been  completed,  all  within  the 
space  of  five  minutes,  thus  compassing  the  journey  of  two  thousand  five 
litindred  niilt-a  in  each  direction,  ur  five  thousand  miles  in  all,  withiii 
that  short  spaee  of  time. 

Wlien  the  first  cable  was  landed  at  Heart's  Content  in  18C6,  fome 
nine  or  ton  individuals  were  landed  fi-om  the  Great  Eastern  to  work  it ; 
in  the  present  day  there  are  forty-five  persons  composing  the  stafT  at  that 
station  ;  some  are  there  yet  who  were  the  original  operators.  The  6rst 
]>ublie  message  that  parsed  over  the  cable  was  at  the  rate  of  one  pound 


Bf  Tarniyr.  Ittinglon.  Bg  Barritom,  ratmoHth. 

steHitig  a  word ;  now  the  »»me  service  is  performed  for  one  shilling.  In 
the  early  days?  it  was  considered  a  good  day's  work  to  pass  two  hundred 
telegrams  per  diem  ;  now  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon  by  this  one  route 
alone  to  exchunge  three  thousand. 

Thus  has  an  enterprise,  which  a*  first  may  have  provoked  the  jeers 
Of  the  ri'Jicule  of  the  incredulous  as  a  scheme  altogether  tco  wild  in 
design  or  too  impossible  of  accomplishment,  been  proved  by  the  per- 
severing to  be  an  undertaking  well  woithy  of  imitation,  and  may  render 
those  who  initiated  it,  and  th'jse  who  have  assisted  in  bringing  it  to  its 
present  state  of  perfection,  as  men  deserving  well  of  their  country  and 
posterity,  and  leaving,  as  the  poet  tells  us,  "footprints  on  the  sands  of 


The  Anglo-Am^ricftnCo.posacssesnMwt  cable  from  hi«  prasp.     HU  latest  feat,  in  the 

devoted  and  valuable  At^rTaute  ;  none  ot  (hem  summer  of  1894,  in  frnpplbg  and  splicinf 

am  more  remarkable  liian  the  captain  of  their  suceciiiifiillT  tlie  two  eoda  of  the  seventj-four 

cable  Blenmer  Minia,  Samuel  Tnjtt.     John  cable,  over  iOO  mile*  apart,  in  2.700  falbomi 

W.  Maokay   correelly  desipnatcd   him  "the  ot  vat er,  with  a  current  nincing  »i  kwKs 

irrentest    cable -catch  fr    in   the  wortil  "  ;    no  is  (he  cronniiig  Bchievemeot  of  his  remui. 

iliAit-uIly,  no  dppih  of  oQtaa,  can  keep  the  able  cireer. 
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THE  NEWFOUNDLAND  FISHERIES   COMMISSION. 

By  Rev.  M.  Harvey,  IX.D.. 

Secrtiarg  to  Iht  Ccnmunon. 

In  1887  a  CommiBsion  was  appointed  by  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  in  Council,  to  investigate  the  operations  of  Fislieries  Depart- 
mente  in  other  countries,  with  the  view  to  the  e-stablishment  of  a 
similar  department  in  Newfoundland  should  it  be  found  desirable  and 
practicable.  This  appointment  v/aa  made  in  acci^rdance  with  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  House  o£  Assembly, 

The  Commission,  of  which  the  Hod.  A,  W.  Hurvey  was  chairman, 
presented  their  first  report  in  March  1838.  In  it  the  vaiious  steps 
taken  in  carrying  out  the  objects  in  view  were  stated  in  detail.  By 
means  of  a  circular  addressed  to  the  Departments  of  Fisheries  in  the 
Dominion  of  Cunada,  the  United  States  of  America,  England,  and 
Ncrway,  much  valuable  information  regarding  the  organisation  and 
working  of  their  respective  departments  was  obtained,  as  well  as  tho 
rei^ultH  fif  their  operations  in  the  artificial  propagation  of  food  fishes, 
and  their  methods  of  conati-uctlng  hatcheries.  The  report,  after  giving 
a  summary  of  the  information  thus  collected,  went  on  to  contrast  the 
intelligent  guardionsiiip  over  tht-ir  fisheries  exercised  in  the  United 
States,  Canada,  Norway,  and  England  with  the  almost  complete  neglect 
of  the  fisheries  in  Newfoundland,  where  there  was  no  department 
charged  with  the  duty  of  investigating,  repotting  on  them,  or  furnishing 
any  useful  help  or  guidance  to  the  fishermen ;  while  there  were  no 
proper  regulations  to  protect  these  industries,  on  which  the  mass  of  the 
people  were  dependent  for  their  subsistence,  from  the  efifects  of  ignorance 
and  reckless  greed.  As  a  consequence,  the  Newfoundland  cod  fisheries 
were  declining  to  an  alarming  extent,  cs}>ecially  those  around  the  shores, 
and  the  rivers  were  largely  depleted  of  salmon.  The  methods  of  curing 
and  drying  the  fish  had  deteriorated,  and  no  attempt  had  been  made 
to  replenish  exhausted  waters  by  artificial  propagation  as  practised  in 
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other  fishiog  countries.     The  report  recommended  the  organisatitm  of  > 
permanent  FisherieB  Conuuis^ioD  ax  a  bisnch  of  the  public  nervice. 

Accordingly,  in  June  1889,  the  Legislature  passed  an  "Act  to 
"  provide  For  tbe  formation  of  a  Fisheries  Commission,  and  other 
"  piuposes,"  in  which  the  powers,  duties,  and  fniictions  of  the  mi 
Commission  were  deBned.  Provisions  were  also  made  for  the  appoiat- 
ment  of  a  churman,  a  secretary,  and  a  Buperintendent  of  fiaheriee, 
and  the  erection  of  fish  hatcheries.  The  Hoc.  A.  W.  Harvey,  a  meniba 
of  the  Legislative  Council,  who  had  made  a  speciality  of  the 
fisheries,  and  with  commendable  zeal  and  ability  bad  for  many  years 
ui^ed  on  the  Legislature  the  vital  importance  of  a  scientific  examim^ioo 
of  the  fisheries  and  a  proper  supervision  of  their  working,  was  appointed 
chairmao,  and  the  Rev.  M.  Harvey,  wlio  had  given  much  atteuticn  to 
tlie  same  subject,  and  written  extensively  on  fish  and  fisheries,  wss 
nominated  as  secretary. 

The  Conunission  was  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Mr.  Adoljih 
Nielsen,  a  Norwegian  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  as  Superintendent  of 
Fisheries  in  Newfoundland.  His  accurate  and  esteusive  knowledge  of 
fisheries,  scientific  and  practical,  and  his  lengthened  experience  fitted 
him  admirably  for  the  position,  and,  as  subsequent  events  proved,  his 
zeal,  energy,  and  devotion  to  his  duUes  were  all  that  could  be  desired. 
The  names  of  forty-two  gentlemen  were  placed  on  the  roll  of  the 
ComniisMon,  but  the  business  was  conducted  by  an  Executive  Committee 
of  seven  membei-s. 

The  first  step  was  the  erection  of  a  hatchery  in  April  1889.  for  the 
propagation  of  cod  and  other  fish,  on  Bildo  Island  in  Trinity  Bay.  Tn'^ 
was  fitted  up  with  proper  apparatus  embodying  all  the  latest  improve- 
ments, and  had  sufficient  capacity  for  hatching  between  two  and  thre* 
hundred  million  of  cod  ova  in  the  season.  At  a  later  date  a  salt-ii'*'*' 
pond  was  added  in  which  the  fish  were  allowed  to  spawn  in  the  natural 
way,  an  arrangement  which  enabled  the  Superintendent  to  bated  fn>w 
sixty  to  seventy  per  cent  of  the  ova  and  plant  the  young  fry  in  gW" 
condition  in  the  waters  of  the  iaay.  Both  cod-fish  and  lobiters  vers 
hatched  here. 

The  Commission  then  commenced  a  careful  stody  and  investigat""" 
of  the  fisheries  of  the  Colony,  in  all  their  branches,  with  a  vie«  W 
devising  rules  and  regulations  for  their  protection,  of  ascertaining  the 
habits  of  the  commercial  fishes,  the  causes  which  injuriously  affect  the 
fisheries,  the  best  means  of  restoring  them,  and  the  eflects  of  "'* 
various  appliances  used  in  the  capture  of  fish.  The  results  of  thes* 
investigations  conducted  by  the  Superintendent  were  embodied  UJ 
annufd  reports,  wliich  vere  presented  to  the  I^egislature,  printed,  ft"** 
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circulated.  Rules  an'l  regulations  for  the  j^ardiaoship  of  the  fisheries 
were  submitiedfor  approval  to  the  Legislature,  and  proper  iirrangements 
made  for  the  enforceicent  of  these  when  they  became  lav.-. 

The  artificial  propagation  of  lobsters  on  an  extensive  scale  was 
carried  on  by  means  of  floating  incubators,  invented  by  Mr.  Nielsen. 
These  were  worked  in  nearly  all  the  large  bays  each  season. 

The  Superintendent  drew  up  an  exhaustive  account  of  the  "  Cure  of 
Cod-fish  and  Herrings,"  in  which  were  given  full  directions  for  the 
proper  cure  of  the,se  fishes  according  to  different  methods,  and  the 
errors  committed  in  the  treatment  and  packing  of  herringe  were  pointed 
out  This  valunble  paper  has  been  repxinted  by  tlie  Irish  Department 
of  Fisheries,  for  the  use  of  the  Gshermen,  and  ha?  also  been  trnnalatcd 
into  French.  A  large  edition  was  distributed  in  Newfoundland  by  the 
Commission. 

A  Bait  Intelligence  Service  has  also  been  established  for  the  purpose 
of  informing  tlie  captains  of  v-ssels  engaged  in  the  Bunk  Fishery,  on 
touching  at  any  port,  where  bait  was  to  be  obtained,  thus  saving  much 
time  which  would  otherwise  Lave  been  spent  in  searching  for  bait. 

Seven  yeara  have  now  elapsed  since  the  formation  of  a  Fisheries 
Commission.  A  great  change  for  the  better  has  been  accomplished.  The 
fisheries  have  been  brought  under  control  by  judicious  rules  and 
regulations  based  on  a  knowledge  of  fish  life,  and  these  are  enforced 
by  fishery  wardens  Injurious  practices  and  destructive  modes  of 
fishing,  by  which  vast  quantities  of  immature  fish  were  destroyed,  thus 
causing  deterioration  of  the  fisheries,  tire  being  gradually  suppressed. 
The  salmon  rivers  are,  to  a  great  extent,  cleared  of  those  obstructions 
which  prevented  the  ascent  of  the  salmon  for  spawning  purposes.  The 
ruinous  practice  of  "  barring  "  rivers,  which  was  almost  universal,  has 
been  almost  entirely  ended.  The  pollution  of  salmon  rivers  by  sawdust 
from  lumber  mills  is  greatly  checked,  Iirprovements  in  the  cure  and 
packing  of  our  sea  products  are  making  way.  The  manufucture  of 
boneless  cod-fish,  of  glue  from  the  skins  of  cod,  of  improved  cod-liver  oil 
on  tlie  Norwegian  phin,  have  been  introduced,  and  will  enhance  the 
value  of  our  cod-fishery.  The  proper  cure  and  packing  of  herrings,  so 
as  to  fit  them  fur  diflferent  markets  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  lias 
been  practically  exemplified  by  the  Superintendent,  and  those  treated 
under  hia  supervision  have  secured  enhanced  prices  Model  smoke- 
houses have  been  erected  in  Flacentia  Bay,  in  which  some  of  the 
finest  smoked  herrings  have  been  packed  for  market,  and  have  readily 
sold  at  remunerative  prices.  Model  refrigerating  rooms  have  also  been 
built  for  the  preservatii  n  of  fresh  bait  by  the  freezing  process,  which 
if  brought  into  general  use  will  be  the  means  of   greatly  increasing 
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the  aunual  catch  of  cod  by  having  constantly  on  hand  a  supply  of  fresh 
bait. 

The  artificial  propiigation  of  cod-fiah  and  lobsters  has  given  satia- 
factoiy  results,  and  promises  great  tliinys  in  the  future.  The  followinj 
ligures  exhibit  the  totil  number  of  young  cod  hatched  atDUdo  Hatchery 
ill  four  years : — 

1890  -  -  Cod-fiab  botched  -  -  17,000,000 

1891  -  -          ,.            „  -  -  39,550,000 

1892  -  -          „            „  -  -  106,264,000 
189^  -  -          „            ..  -  -  201,436.000 

Fiijhermen  report  having  seen  large  shoals  of  fiy  and  small  cod-fish 
during  last  summer  in  various  localities  in  Trinity  Baj',  where  they 
were  never  seen  before,  and  in  such  numbers  aod  under  such  conditions 
as  to  satisfy  them  that  they  were  the  products  of  the  hatchery.  In 
the  near  luture  a  great  increase  of  od-fish  in  this  bay  may  reasonably 
be  anticipated. 

In  the  artificial  propagation  of  lobsters  by  means  of  the  Nielsen 
floating  incubators,  Newfoundland  is  now  far  ahead  of  all  other  n>ttiont>. 

The  following  table  shows  what  has  been  done  in  four  years  : — 

18itO  -  Lobsters  batched  and  planted  -  390,934.000 

1891  •  „  „  -  641.195,000 

lVd-2  •  „  ..  '  427,285.000 

1893  -  „  .,  -  517.363.000 


1.876,767,000 


To  the  foregoing  must  be  added  32,889,000  lobsters  planted  from 
Dildo  Hatchery  in  five  years.  Grand  total,  1,909,656.000  lobsttre 
hatched  and  planted. 

The  Fisheries  Commission  has  hail  to  encounter  many  ditEculties 
and  muth  opposition,  but  that  its  labours  have  been  appreciated.  «'"' 
that  public  confidence  in  it  is  now  established,  mny  be  iuferied  from 
tlie  fact  that  the  legislative  grant  for  this  service  was  doubled,  »od 
is  now  S20,(HJ0  per  annum.  Besides,  in  1893,  it  was  advanced  to 
the  dignity  of  a  Government  liepuriment,  w  ith  the  Hon,  A.  W.  Harve/ 
at  ita  head  as  Commissioner  of  FLsheries,  and  Mr.  Nielsen,  as  before, 
Superintendent  of  Fisheries.  A  prosperous  and  useful  career  may  •* 
confidently  anticipated  for  th's  Dei-artmei.t. 

M.  HARVBr. 

^Id  publishing  tbU  vnliiable  paper  it  u  aod  the  d«ep  debt  of  gratitude  ire  all  o*«  *" 

onlydaelnmjselE  toslale  thatinyopinionulo  the  Ch Airman,  the  Hod.  A.  W.  Hariej.f'''' 

not  coincide  with  all  the  TiewBeipteescd  by  the  the  dodged  perseverance  with  which  for  jew* 

author.    So  one  appreciates  mure  highly  than  pait  he  has  fought  tor  its  appointiuent,  ""' 

I  do  the  value  of  the  Fisheries  CoiDmissioa,  to    the    learned  Sucretary  for    hii   vtlwlii 
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papers  in  th«  promotion  of  iu  objects.    la  birth  for  tbe  parpows  of  reprodactioD,  \e  not 

tbe  practical  part  of  itibn«iiieu,improvein«Dt  pTO«ed;  this  idea  bas  been  pushed  too  far. 

in  tbe  cure  of  cod,  berriofis,  and  the  packinjc  It  is  odIj  partiallj'  tnie  as   regards  saliuon 

of  lobsters,  its  work  in  already  bi-arit^  goiA  and  sea  trout.     With  respect  to  cod,  it  seenie 

A^it.      The    cod    hatchiiii;    is    a    valuable  now  to  be  ascertained  hj  the  careful  inTesti- 

expenment,  carried  out  in  tbe  most  complete  gation  of  the  Scotch  Visherj'  Board  that  thej 

and  scieuiific  manner  by  Mr.  Nielsen,  but  I  spavn  in  tbe  ocean  from  terea  to  one  hundred 

look  upon  it,  however,  aimplj  aiS  an  eiperi-  and  seveDtj  mileti    from  land  j   that  such   a 

mcnt,  though   one  well  worth  trjing.     M;  rapacious  Gsh,   whose    migration    has   been 

ations  do  not  confirm  Dr.  Harrey's  proved  to  extend  over  five  hncdred  i  " 


r  that  tl 


t  the  artificial  hntchiog  of  cod  baa  retnmg  to  the  home  of  its  tHrth,  or  ban  anj 

been  a  complete  commercial  success,  either  in  settled    home    at  all,   is   a  tbeorj   with   no 

Newfoundland,  Norway,  or  the  United  Stales,  scientific  prooft  to  lutlain  it. 
The  theory  on  which  it  ii  foanded,  that  all  D.  W.  Pbowse.I 

the  pelagic  fishes  return  to  tbe  home  of  their 
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CHROXOLOGY,  JUSTICIARY.  HOUSE  OF  ASSEMBLY. 


I.  Chronolc^. 

GEOBGE  lit.,  1760  to  1830. 

1 760.— Captain  WEBB  cnptnred  French  tcmcI  Taeignor,  witb  9,i00  qaintsli  tA,  ohick 
«■»»  told  in  St.  Joho'B  for  £2^70  sterling. 

17C1— Captain  (Rrtenrardi  Lord)  OBATESniled  in  December,  1761,  with  coamjia 
Spain  and  Porlugal ;  geveotj  nil  of  vesseU,  7,000  tons  ;  68U  men  Knd  Si»  fa"' 

1762. — St.  John's,  Carbonenr,  and  Trinity  captured  by  French  equidron  under  Adminl 
de  Teroay  ;  re-caplured  same  jeai",  in  September,  by  Colonel  Amherst,  broth" 
of  Sir  Geoffrty  Amherst,  Capt.  McDonet,  with  Iligthlandert  and  Provinciil' 
(Loyal  AmericitnK)  Light  Infantry  ;  battle  of  Quidi  Vidi. 

17C3, — War  witb  Spain  i  Imparlation  of  fish  from  Newfonudland  prohibited.  R.rsrlrr. 
E»q.,  garritoDed  Isle  Bois,  Fetryland;  C.  Garland,  Carbonear.  Treaty  of  l^^ 
St.  Pierre  and  Miqiielon  confirmed  to  France ;  all  the  rest  of  Xorth  Ammc 
Hiveu  up  to  Kngland.  Survey  of  the  Island  by  the  immortal  navigator  Cool' 
Labrador  re-anne»td  to  Newfoundland.  I'opulatioD  I3,ll8i  8B6,BJ4  qil<.  **j 
106  fishing  ships :  129  soiug  foreign  voysgf i ;  112  vefsels  from  New  Epglii>^ 
and  oiber  pai-ts  of  British  North  America,  Cork,  Waierford,  Belfwi.sH 
Gla^iiow,  engflged  in  Newfouadland  trade. 

1764.— Sir  Hogh  FALLISEB  Governor.  Collector  of  Cosloms  »ppoinl(d  « 
Xl.  Johii'i",  under  tile  Commissioner  of  the  Custom  House  in  Hoston,  M«P-; 
soon  alter  Comptroller  appointed.  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty.  St.  Jobn'i: 
Major  Griffilli  Williami.  R.A..  resident  in  St.  John's  and  commanding  KopI 
Artillery,  published  an  acoount  of  the  Newfoundland  fishery. 

1765.— Largeinc'easein  fishery  j  total  oalch  for  this  7ear4U9,6S4  qtll.  1763— 348,8MqlI<. 
1764 — 170,118  qtls.  Kev,  Laurence  Coughlin,  Chureh  of  Epglind  miaittfr. 
Introd'iced  Wesleysnism  into  the  Colony.  Sir  H.  Palliser'a  report  very  H"^ 
on  NewrouDdlaod. 

1766.— Kiiila  in  St.  John's  and  Harbour  Grace.  Lieut.  Cartwn^ht  made  nn  nrauccwf°l 
attempt  to  effect  friendly  intercourae  with  Beothion  ■,  first  Enrupean  to  visit  K™ 
Indian  Lakei  wrote  a  history  of  the  Ri^d  Indians,  or  Ueothics  of  Newfasudlw- 
Repeal  of  the  obnoxious  American  Stamp  Act. 

1 769.— Commodore  BTKON,  grandfather  of  Lord  Byron,  the  poet.  Governor. 

1770.— John  Stretton,  Weslejan  miniiter,  has  hot  dispute  with  Bev.  David  Balfour,  Kp<'<' 
copal  Minister,  Harbour  Grace,  about  the  right  to  preach  in  Carbonear  chapeL 

I77S.— Commodore  MOLTNEAUX  (afterwards Lord Shuldham)  Governor.    llcv.Jokn 
Uoskins     Wesleyan     miuiiler.     Govemer    issues     Proclamatioo    S4lh  '■*'> 
regulatiag  river  salmon  fishery  for  the  Colony ;  French  not  mentioned. 
1773.- Engineer  Pringle  began  to  build  Fort  Townshend,  and  to  construct  Eing'l  R""^ 
and  Military  Road. 
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1774. — Placentia  Court  HooM  built.  CoDtiuentftl  CoDgreM  io  America,  All  exportation 
to  Newloandlaud  from  ^'o^tb  America  Statei  prohibited  llth  September,  1774  ; 
ratuoed  fcreat  diMresH  ia  NevfoandlaDd.  Imports  from  colooici  £3i5,000  ^ilg. 
prior  to  BeTolution.  Quebec  Act,  14  Geo.  III.  cap.  83 ;  Labrador  annexed  to 
Canada. 

17T5. — Be*.  John  Jone*  Bnt  Congrcf^ational  Miniater  in  St.  John'v.  Heaviest  stonn  erer 
knowo  in  KevfooDdlaDd ;  31)0  peraona  dtowoeil.  Pulliacr's  Act,  15  George  III. 
BooDt;  for  banker*  to  continue  eleven  year* ;  first  Act  requirinjt  written  agree- 
ment betireea  maitera  and  aervauli  iu  the  fishery  ;  nnges  fine  charEe  on 
fieh,  &c. ;  oil  cases  to  be  tried  aiimmarilj  b;  Court  of  Seniiona  or  Court  of  Vice- 
Admiralt}'.  Duty  of  one  ahillitig  per  gallon  on  rum  from  America ;  cuuwd 
eicitemrnt  in  New  England.  Commodore  DUFF,  Governor,  isaues  I'roclania- 
tion  about  salmon  fisheries  at  Exploits,  Gander  Uny,  &c. 

!77S. — 4th  July,  Declaration  of  Indeper-denKe,  United  Staled.  Tth  May,  Bear-Admiral 
MONTAGUE,  Governor,  arrived. 

1777. — Julf.  Admiral  MoLtague  fitli^  out  seTtral  armed  Tessels  in  Newfound'nnd  was 
IU  cruise  there  igninvt  the  American  primteors,  by  which  measure  be  kepi  Ibe 
coast  clear,  so  that  vessels  might  sail  without  daager. 

1778. — Independence  of  the  United  States  recopiised  by  France.  France  declared  war 
agsintt  Engkind.    Admiral  Montague  captured  St.  Pierre. 

1779. — Spain  declared  war  agmnst  England.  Eoar-Admiral  EDWAKDS,  Governor, 
completed  Fort  Townshend.  New  Anglican  Chorch  on  site  of  present  calheilriii 
being  built. 

1781. — The  lower  road  (Water  SIreet)  and  the  upper  rood  (Duckworth  Street)  oidcred 
to  be  kept  twelve  feet  wide.  First  regiment  formed  in  St.  John's,  umltr  Colonel 
Prioglei  Wm.  Lilly,  Ensign.  Smart  fitiingout  of  H.M.3.  P'uto,  in  bl.  JobnV, 
and  caplnre  of  two  American  privateers  at  Petty  Harboiir,  one  culled  Tie 
George  ;  part  of  her  timber  now  in  the  Museum,  St.  John's. 

1783.— Vice- AdmiralJoIm  CAMPBELL  Governor,  Independeoee  of  United  States 
acknowledged  by  England. 

17B3.— N.  Gill,  D'Ewes  Coke,  Oeorfre  Willianu,  Archibald  Buchanan,  Magiitmteii, 
St.  John's.  Treaty  of  Versailles  j  French  allowed  from  Cape  John  to  Cape 
Ray  i  declaration  of  King  George  III.  that  English  not  to  iulvrrupt  Freacb 
fishery  by  tbeir  competition. 

1784. — Royalist  province  of  New  Brunswick  created  j  divided  from  Novo  Scotia!784. 
Religious  freedom  established  in  the  Colony ;  Dr.  O'Douel,  first  Roman 
Catholic  Prefect  Apostolic,  arrived.  Lease  for  99  yenn  to  Rev.  J.  (Bishop) 
O'Donel,  and  certain  trustees,  of  the  premites  hnomu  as  "  Parson  LangmsD's 
Gaiden"  (Old  Cbapel)  i  Rev.  Waller  Price  appointed  Episcopal  minisler, 
St.  John's. 

1785.— Ju.lKes  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  D'Ewes  Coke.  Geo.  Williams,  Wm.  Gaden,  Richard 
Hutchings,  Richard  Kouth,  Mcbolos  Lechmere  and  Thns.  Dodd.  John  McGeary, 
Wesleyan  missionary,  arrived  in  Newfoundland.  I'ermlBsion  given  to  ijnport 
bread,  flonr,  and  livestock  from  United  States  in  British  boliom. 

1786. — Act  26  George  III.  cap.  26,  continuing  bounty  to  Bank  fiiihery  for  ten  years. 
Jurisdiction  of  Courts  of  Vice- Admiralty  to  try  fishery  cases  transferred  to 
Sessions  Courts.  Rev.  Jno.  McGeaty  Wesleyan  minister.  BeBT-Admiral 
SLLIOT  Governor,  Prince  William  Henry,  afterwards  William  IV.,  arrived 
in  Newfoundland  as  Captain  U.M.S.  Pei/asuti  presided  in  Court  at  Placcniia; 
iniitrumontal  in  building  present  Englivb  Church,  Placentia,  towards  which  be 
contributed  fifty-five  guineas  and  the  present  huidwme  commnnion  plate. 

1787.— Wm.  Carter,  prandlather  of  Sir  F,  B.  T.  Carter,  appointed  Judge  Vice- Admiralty 
Court,  vice  N.  Gill,  deceased.  Bishop  Inglis  appointed  as  Angliccu  Bishop  of 
Canada  (form-riy  Rector  Trinity  Church,  New  York),  New  Brun««ick,  Nora 
Scotia,  and  NcwfoundlnnU.  John  Jones  allowed  to  erect  Meeting  House  (Old 
Congregational  Church).  Dr.  John  Brown  appointed  J.P.  Placeutia  (grand- 
father of  Sir  H.  W,  Hoylcs).    Year  of  peace  and  plenty  ;  no  prjsoniirs  in  the  jail. 

1788. — Many  Bermudian  vessels  fishing  in  Newfoundland;  complaints  against  them  by 
West  of  England  sdTcntuctrs.  Serious  riot  at  Ferryland.  McAuslan  appointed 
Deputy  Postmaster,  October,  1778. 

ITSQ.- Admiral  Mark  MILBAHEE  Governor.  French  Revolution.  Court  of 
Common  PleM  established  for  the  Colony.  Seal  fishery  proseeuicd  iu  small 
decked  vessels  and  open  boats. 
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51  CHKONOLOGY. 

1191.— Chief  Jnstice BEEVES  pregMed  in  Court,  dcEignitcd  w  "the  Conttof  Civa- 
Jurisdiclion  of  Our  Lord  the  King  it  Si.  JobnV,  iuthe  IslaadorNevfoundland," 
nppnintedhj  Act  31  Gi^orge  HI.    Cuiada  divided  iuto  two  ProiiDc«*.      Rer. 
W.  Bluk,  WesleyiiD  mioi»ter,  arrived  in  the  Colon?. 
1792. — "Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  of  the  Inland  of  Newfouadland,"  presided  over  by 
C.J.  Beeves,  opened  7th  Sept.,   1793 1  Brat  case  tried — Andrew  Thomson   e. 
GeoT|^   WillianiB.    This  Act     vu  renewed  annunllj  nutil   IBOS.     Surro^aie 
Courts  eMablished.    The  Floating  anrrogateg.     Cottage   Farm,    QuLdi    Vidi, 
cleared  by  Captiun  i^ltinner,  K.K.    Admiral  KTNQ  GoTernor. 
1793.— Louis  XVI.,  King  of  France,  beheaded.     Chief  Justice,  D'EWES   COKE. 
1791. — Murder  of  Lieut.   Lawric,   K.Tf.    Farrell  and   Power  convicted  of  the  murdrr. 
H.M.S.  Bottnn  preisiDg  men  tor  Navy  in  St.  Jobn's.      Fraoce  declares   ww 
agaialt  England. 
]  795, — Hojal  Newfoundland  Repment  embodied ;  Commander,  Colonel  Skinner. 
179(i.— Admiral    Sir    James   WALLACE    Governor.     All  St.  John'*  under   ann*. 
French  under  Admiral  Itiehery  destroyed  Bay  Bulls.    Enjl'md  and   Spain  at 
war.     Newfoundland  fishery  very  prosperous.     £1,500,000  inTesled  in  fitherira. 
Dr.  O'DoDel  consecrated,  at  Quebec,  Bishop  of  Thyatira  ia  parlibm,  and  Vicar 
Apostolic  of  Newfoundland)  first   Roman  Catholic  Bishop.    Oebrge  Williama 
appointed  Chief  Ma^^strate. 
1797.— Battle  of  Cape  St.  Vincent.     Mutiny  of  the  Note.    The  ringleader,  Parker,  hnnp. 
Bishop  O'Donel  received  a  grinl   of  land  aoo  jarda  frontage  at  River  Head. 
Governor,  Hon.  Wm.  WALDEGRAVE,  Vice- Admiral,  afterwards  L<»d 
Radstock.    B.  BODIH  Chief  Ju»liee. 
1798. — Ii-ish  Rebellion.     Kelnon's  great  vititory  over  French  fleet.    Battle  of  the  Nile. 
1799. — First   Grammar  School  opened,   Bev.    L.    Anspach   Head   Master.      C'eosua   of 
St.  John's  this  yeir  (1T99),  3,133  inhabitants,  besides  military;  General  Sberett 
in  command  of  the  troops. 
1800. — Uutiny  in    the    Garrison    at    St.   John's.     Ringleaden  captured  and  pODlshod. 
Admiral  POLE  Governor  of  NewfooDdland.    Richard  Ronth,  Cnief  Jostice, 
drowned  oa  hia  passage  to  England. 
1S01. — Union  of  England  and  Ireland.     J.  OOSEN  Chief  Justice. 
1802. — Admiral    Lord    &AIEBIEB    Governor.       Treaty    of     Amiens,    signed    by 

England,  France,  Spain,  and  Holland. 
1C03. — ReKimeot  of  Volunteers,  under  tbe  name  of  "  The  Newfoundland  Light  Infantry," 
formed    1,000  strong  )  Colonel  Skinner  in  command.     Former  regiment  New- 
foundland FenciblBH   disbanded,   ISOS.      Saint  John's  Charity  School  Society 
iaslituted,   August  1803.      ThomaB   TBEHLETT  Chief  Justice.      Thomas 
Coote  Chief  Magistrate,  vice  Williams,  deceased. 
1804. — Pbanii  Insurance  Company,  of  London,  presented  a  flre-«ng^ne    to  the  Iowa; 
British  and  Imperial  Insurance  Companies  gave  35  fire-bnoketi.   Sunday  schools 
re-established.    Sir  EraamtU  60WEB,  Governor,  opened  Gower  Stt«et. 
IHOS.— Post  Office  established  b  the  Colonv.      Simon  Solomon  Postmastsr-Genend.   Battle 

of  Trafalgar.    Death  of  Nelson.  '  Population  of  St  Jobn't,  5,564. 
1806. — Benevolent  Irish  Society  formed  at  the  London  Tavern  by  Jas.  McBrairc,  Esq., 
Major  Commandant  of  the  St.  John's  Volunteer  Bangers  g  President  Caplain 
WiDck worth  Tonice.    I>r.  T^anibert,  Roman  Catholic  Bishop,  arrived  :  eouiiecnled 
in  Wexford  Kshop  of  Chiira   in  partitas,     Volonleer  Corps   Newfoundland 
Rangers     embodied ;     officers —  Captains    Parker,     J.     Williama,    Boocbier, 
T.  Williams,  Batten  ;  Lieuls.  Shea,  Salomon,  Lilly,  Sievenaou,  Haitet  Bo^gu! 
I^ker,   Gill,  Thomas,  Mellege,  Parions)  Surgeon  Coagblau)   Qnarter-maetet 
Beenlan. 
J807.— Four  autors    ask    permission   to   open  a    theatre.       Admiral   HOLLOWAT, 
Ooveruor,  arrived  Julj  36tb,  1807.    The  "Royal  Gaiette  and  NewfonndUnd 
Advertiier,"  first  published,  E7th  Au^st  1807,  under  most  careful  restrictioDs. 
John  Ryaa,  editor  and  publisher.    Abolition  of  the  slave  trade  by  England. 
1803. — Formation   of  Volaoleer  Corps  for  defenre   of  the   capital  and    Island.    lient, 

Spratt,  R.N.,  sent  with  paintings  to  the  Beothies. 
1809.— Labrador  and  Aniicosti  re-annexed  to  the  Government  of  Newfonndland  by.\ct 
49  Geo.  111.,  which  also  eitabliahed  permanent  Courts  of  Jodioatore  in  New- 
foundland. 
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1810.— ProcIkDiatioa  to  protect  Bed  Indiaiii).  Sir  Jobn  ThOmM  DUCKWOKTH 
Governor,  MapBtnites  tor  St.  Jobn'i — T.  Coote,  J.  Broom,  B.  Scouce, 
Jamea  Blaikie.  Kaqn.,  and  ReT.  D.  Rowlaod.  PopnlatioD,  St.  John'B,  6,000. 
M»]0T-GeDem1  Moore  id  conmiaiid  of  tbe  troopn. 

1811. — Lieut.  Buchsn's  exp«ditioa  to  Beotbicfl.  Two  marines  killeil.  Waterside  id 
St.  JobD'B  denied  <}f  ships'  roonis  i  leased  bv  BuctioD  to  the  public.  FernisEioD 
firal  grtDted  to  erect  [lennftDeQt  bouses. 

1813. — Second  AnMricau  War.  St.  John'd  in  a  flonrishing  eondition  Korth  American 
fleet  consisted  oF  3  sail  of  the  lino,  21  frigates,  37  sloops,  brigs,  and  schooners 
of  war.  Harbour  of  8t.  John's  full  of  priies.  Napoleon's  retreat  from 
MoMow.  Volunteer  Force  re-oreauised ;  Major  MoBraipe,  cominMnding ; 
OaplaioE—Bcucbier,  T.  Williams,  Lill;,  McAlliFter,  G.  R.  Kobioson.  Crawford, 
Hajnes,  Kj'an,  Trimingham,  Thomas;  LieutenaDts — Melledgc,  Brorm,  Stevsrd, 
UcLea,  Simpson,  Livingston,  Grieve,  Amott,  Clift,  ShanDon  ;  ED>igiis — Mnrria, 
McCalman,  Rendell,  ticolt,  Willis,  N.  Gill,  Niren  I^ngi  Adjutaui— Kujihes  ; 
Qaarter-msBter — Barnes  i  l^argeon — Duggan. 

1S13. — June  Isl,  Capture  of  t1)e  Chesaptake,  American  frigate,  ofi  Boston,  by 
H.M.S.  Shannon.  Twenty-two  IrisbioeQ,  bound  to  NewFoundlaod,  irere  in 
Shtuaiatt.  Cuming  out  in  Newman  &  Cn.'s  brig,  Duck,  they  bad  been  captured 
by  American  privateer,  Govetru'r  yiummer,  recaptnred  by  English  privateer 
brig.  Sir  John  Shtrbroehe,  and  then  put  aboard  Shnnnon.  CeSOr  COIr 
CLOnOH  Chief  Justice,  fWim  Prince  Edward  Island,  in  place  of  Trenilett,  who 
was  sent  there  in  a  King's  Mp.  Sir  Bichard  OodwJn  KEATS,  Ciovemor, 
laid  foundation  stone  of  &t.  John's  Hospital,  Kiverbead.  First  grants  of  land  ; 
llOgraniB  issoed  the  year.  Decisive  victory  of  Wellington  at  Vittoria,  Spain. 
French  driven  across  tbe  Pyrenees.  Pnblicalion  of  Dr.  William  C'arMn's 
pamphlet ;  agitation  for  Colonial  Parliament.  The  following  laagistratrs  were 
appointed  tbis  year: — Coote,  Broom,  Boland,  Blaikle,  for  St.  John's; 
Carrington  and  Lilly,  Harbour  Grace;  Bev.  J.  Church  and  Bilrrell,  Trinity  ; 
Edgar,  Greenspond;  Ford,  Bonaviaia;  McKie  and  Apgell,  Bay  Bulls;  W. 
Carter,  Ferryland ;  Bradshaw  and  Blackburn.  Vlacentia ;  tiosse,  Curbonear ; 
Jackson,  Trepas  sey ;  BulUr  and  Bishop,  Burin;  Spooner  and  Aothoiue, 
Fortune  Bay ;  Bryant,  Ferryland ;  PhipparJ,  St.  Mary's ;  Finson  aiid 
S.  Prowse,  Labrador ;  and  for  tbe  Island,  Captains  It.  N.  Elliott,  Cooksley, 
Skekel,  Campbell,  llolbrook,  Buchan,  and  Kev.  F.  Carrington  and  P.  C. 
Le  Ueyt,  the  Governor's  Sccretalj.  Major-General  Campbell  commanding 
troops  numbering  750. 

18H. — Battle  of  Lundj's  I,ane, between  Loyal  Canadians  and  Amerieans.  Treaty  of  Ghent ; 
end  of  second  American  War.  First  Treaty  of  Paris ;  alliea  enter  Paris. 
1,200,000  qtls.  Gsh  exported;  whole  value  of  exports,  fll, 144,000.  Newfound- 
land Mercantile  Journal  established.  P.  W.  Carter,  Esq.,  Registrar  Vice- 
Admiralty  Court. 

1S15. — Battle  of  Waterloo.  Abdication  of  Napoleon;  banished  to  St.  Helena.  Second 
Treaty  of  I'aris.  Last  Treaty  made  between  Eoglaad  and  France  about  the 
Newfoundland  Fishery.  Confirms  Treaty  of  Versailles,  1T83.  Numerous 
failures,  caused  by  peace  and  depreciation  of  Gsh  in  foreign  markets.  Wesleyan 
Mission  Stations  organised  into  districts.  26th  August,  Captain  David 
Bnchan,  R.N.,  took  posseuion  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miqnelon. 

IB1G. — IStb  February-,  St.  John'a  nearly  destroyed  by  fire;  great  distress;  loss,  £100,000 
Flerling  ;  cargo  of  provisions  sent  in  winter  by  benevolent  people  of  Boston,  U.S. 
FrOILCiB  FOBBEB,  E*q.,  afterwards  Sir  Francis,  Chief  Justice,  arrived ;  a 
most  able  and  competent  Judge;  continued  on  the  Bench  for  six  years.  First 
visit  of  an  Anglican  Bishop  to  Newfoundland  by  Dr.  Stunser,  Bishop  of  Nova 
Seotia.  Dr.  Seallan,  third  Koman  Catholic  Bishop,  consecraled  Bishop  of  Drago 
in  pord'hii,  and  Vicar  Aposlolic  of  Newfoundland.  Church  at  Harbour  Grace 
burnt.  II.M.}>.  Comas  and  transport  Harpooner  lost  at  St.  Shott's, 
November  10th.    Admiral  FICEHOKE  Goveruor. 

1817.— St.  John's  again  visited  by  fires,  November  Tth  and  21st  i  200  houses  destroyed. 
Great  disin-fs;  severe  winter ;  riots;  known  in  Newfoundland  history  as  "ttM 
Winter  of  the  Bals,"  and  the  Hard  Winter. 

1818.— Convention  with  the  United  States  refpecUng  the  FishericH.  Admiral 
PICKHOBE,  first  resident  Governor,  died  in  St.  John's.  Captain  BOWElSt 
Admtuitlrator.  Coldest  winter  ever  experienced  in  Newfoundland.  Arrival  of 
brig  Meaaenqer  in  Jannarv  with  cargo  of  provi^ons,  sent  by  tbe  benevoleut 
people  of  Boston,     gir  C.  fiAHILTOK  Governor. 
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(5S  CHRONOLOGY. 

1810.— Qiimh  Victoria  bora,  24th  Maj.      Red  iDdisD  womui,  V»Ty  March,  brouf^ht  to 

St.  JohD'B.    Celebrated  case  of  Batler  uid  LundrigaD.    Great  fire  io  St.  John's. 
leao. — Death  of  George  lit.,  aged  81,  hit  reign  of  60  yean  hcing  the  longest  of  may 

Eagliah  Bovereigo. 

GEORGE  IV.,  leao  to  1880. 

Iga^.-'Bichard  Alexander  TUCKER,  Esq.,  Chief  Justice,  appointed  Irt  October. 

lS-2a.~The  lout  of  Ibe  Red  Ipdiana  of  NevFouodlsod  leeo ;  lodian  vomea  brought  to 
St.  John's.  Neofbuodlaod  School  Snciet;  ealabli-ihed  by  Samurl  Codoor,  E»q., 
of  Dartmouth,  Devon.  Mr.  Cormack  crossed  the  I>laad.  St,  Jiihti'a  Librarv 
Society  instituted  Febnury  Mtb ;  PresideDt,  Hon.  K.  A  Tucker  ;  Lihrsriaii, 
Jsmes  Clift.  Surrogate  Conrti  abulisbed.  J.  Broom  Chief  Slipi^adiarj 
Magixtrate,  vice  Coote  resigaed.  James  Ulakie  and  P.  W.  Carter,  Ksqn., 
Siipeodiary  Magistrates,  St.  John's.  Dr.  Scallan  llishop  of  Drag«  and  Vit.ar 
Apostolic  of  Xeofoundland  aod  I^brador.  Chamber  of  Comuieice,  St.  John't, 
instiiutrd  26th  Decetuher  g  fleHman  Hojles  first  President ;  Secretary, 
John  Boyd.     Natal  ettabliabmeat  removed  from  St.  Johu's. 

1824. — Imperial  Act,  .1  Geo,  IV.  cap.  67.  Act  for  the  better  Adminisl ration  of  Justice  in 
NewfouDdlanil ;  appointing  Supreme  Court  irith  Chief  Justice  and  two  .AssUcant 
Judges.  First  fire  company,  EBstern  Ward,  St  John's ;  N.  W.  Ho}  les,  Captaio. 
Si.  John's  Dorcas  Society  instituted  October  39th ;  Mr<.  Ward,  wife  of 
Rev.  D.  S.  Ward,  ('ongregational  miuister,  first  president ;  Mra.  K.  Job, 
second  President.  Peace  of  Ghent  belireeo  England  aod  the  United  States, 
Decembu:  a4ib. 

193.^.— Sir  Ihomas  COCHRAITE  Governor.    First  roads  constructed. 

1826. — Supreme  Court  of  Newfoundland  Constituted  by  Royal  Charter,  and  opened  with 
great  eiremony  by  the  Governor  Janaatv  2i.il,  1826.  First  Assistant  Jndgef, 
with  Chief  Justice  TUCKER,  «ere  Jno.  William  MoUov  aiid 
A.  W.  Dvn  Barres.  Mollor  soon  remorud.  E.  B.  Brenton  appointed.  Orphaa 
Asylum  erected;  Orphan  Asylum  school  inititnied  Febmnty  i;ih,  IBafii 
CbairmaiL,  T.  HngaD  i  Master,  Henry  Simms.  F^re  Company,  Middle  Ward, 
St.  John's,  October  16th,  ]82r.;  P.  Kougb,  Captain.  Lieut.-Gorernor  of 
St,  John's,  Col.  Sir  George  Elder,  Knt.  i  Lieut.- Governor,  Flicentia,  CoL  George 
Heevts. 

1827. — Bishop  Inglis,  Anglican  Bishop  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Newfoundland,  first  vicited 
Newfoundland  and  consecrated  St.  Joho's  Church.  Mechanics'  Society  formed 
Srd  March.  1827.  J.  Crowdy  Colonial  Secretary.  Beothio  Institution ;  W.  E. 
Cormack.  President. 

18SB. — Publication  of  P.  Morris's  pamphlet.  Great  agitation  for  representative  inatitulionsi 
movement  led  by  Dr.  W.  Canon  and  others. 

1829. — Roman  Cmholice  emancipated.  Bishop  Fleming  consecrated  Bishop  of  Carpasia 
in  ptirtibus.  Duel  fought  od  Robinson's  Hill  between  Captain  Itudkin  aod 
Lieut.  Phillpolia ;  the  latter  killed ;  Budkin  tried  and  convicted  of  manslaughter. 
Shawnanditbil,  a  captive  Boethic,  died  in  St  John's. 

WILLIAM  IV.,  J830  to  18ST. 

1830. — Liverpool  and  Manchester  Railway  opened  September  IStfa.  Bishop  Scallan  died. 
Government  House  completed. 

1811. — First  coach  road  opened  to  Portugal  Cove. 

1S32. — Representative  Assembly  granted  to  Newfonndland.  Opening  first  Parliament 
under  Reform  Bill  in  England.  Great  fire  in  Harbour  Grace,  factory  opened 
by  b<!oevoleiit  ladies  of  St.  John's. 

IS33. — Ist  January,  first  SeivKion  of  the  Newfoundland  House  of  Assembly  opened  by 
Sir  rbomns  Cochrane.  Governor.  John  Bingley  Garland  first  Speaker;  Chief 
Justice  Tucker  I'resiilent  of  the  Lp(riBlaiive  (,'ounoil ;  he  resigned  this  year,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Hy.  John  BOULTON,  Cliief  Justice.  First  CoDvent  of 
Presentation  Nuns  in  St.  John's  founded  by  Bishop  Fleming. 

1834.— Captain  PBESCOTT,  R.N.,  Guvenior.  George  Lilly,  Esq.,  appointed 
Actiog  Judge  Supreme  Court;  first  native  Judge.  August  lit,  Abolition  of 
Slavery  in  the  British  Colonics.  Heavy  Criminal  Calendar ;  four  persona 
convicted  of  murder.  Savings  Bank  cooiiitnted ;  M.  W.  Hoyles,  Colonial 
Treasurer,  Cashier. 

IiiS6. — First  light  erected  on  Cape  Spear.  Bank  of  British  North  America  established  in 
St.  John's.     Second  General  Blccliou. 
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VICTORIA,  1887. 

1837.— AccessioD  of  Eer  M^jesly  to  the  Throne,  June  30th.  Fin<t  See^iionof  Second  Gencrol 
As^embl;  commenced,  3rd  Jaly.  Fatber  Matthen'H  Temperascv  Missious. 
Dagnerrotj'pe  proGess  dUcovered. 

183B. — Vint  Gcologif&l  Survey  made  by  J.  Beete  Jokpe,  nho  airiTed  in  St.  John'?,  in 
compaQj  with  Ihe  celebrated  Flantagenet  Harrison,  by  the  brig  Diana,  belonging 
tn  Stuart  and  Reatiie.  Chief  Justice  BouitoD  removed,  and  Jolm  QervaBO 
HtlTcllillSOll  BOUBKE  apriointed.  L^alatare  voted  }1Ta,0U0  in  two  yean 
for  rondg.     Great  case  of  Kietly  v.  Carson. 

1839. — Newfoundland  constituted  a  leparate  see;  Biihop  Spencer,  first  Anglican  Bishop. 

18-10.— First  rejrultr  sailing  packet  ealablished  betireen  St,  John's  and  Halifax,  N.S. ; 
trips  once  a  fortnight.  H.M.S.  Spitfire,  paddle  iteamer,  arrived  with  troops ; 
Jukea  left  in  her ;  first  steamer  in  St.  John's.  Native  Society  formed. 
St.  Thomas's  Church  consecrated.    Penny  Postage  eiitablished  in  England. 

1841.— Legislative  Union  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada.  FouDdation  Stone  of  Roman 
Catholic  Cathedral  laid  by  Dr.  >'lemiDg.  Hftior-O^iurftl  Sir  Jolm 
HABTEY,  K.C.B.,  ap|)ointed  Governor. 

1842. — Sisters  of  Mercy  arrived  in  St.  John's,  10th  June.  Amalgamated  Assembly  of 
NevCoundiand  constituted  by  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament — S  &  6  Vict. 
cap.  CXI.,  passed  August  12thi  Hon.  J.  Crowdy,  Colonial  Secretary,  first 
Speaker.  First  AKricultunil  Society  formed.  8.S.  John  McAdam  arrived. 
Steamship  Company  ineorporuf  ed  in  St.  John's  to  run  steamer  between  St.  John'n 
and  Halifax,  N.S.  First  Presbyteriau  kirk  established  ;  Rev.  Donald  A.  Fraiier 
minister.  Captain  Favbre  and  Mr.  W.  Thomas,  President  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, appointed  Commissioners  on  French  Fishery  Questior.  General  Election 
of  Members  to  ihe  Amalgamated  House  held  on  2uth  December.  The  As- 
l>emblf  consisted  of  15  elected  members  and  10  nominees  of  the  Crown. 
Hon.  J.  Crowdy  Speaker. 

I84S. — Ast  for  the  Eocoutagement  of  Education  a 

Dr.  Wm.  Carson.  Nugent  introduced  Bill 
abjuration,  and  to  substitute  oath  of  allegiance.  Amalgamated  House  opened 
by  Sir  John  Harvey  on  17th  January  i  longest  opening  speech  ou  record. 
St.  Andrew's  Kirk  opened  December  3rd. 

IS44.— Edward  Feild,  D.D.,  appointed  Bishop  of  Newfouudland.  The  first  steam  packet 
arrived  in  St.  John's  from  Halifax,  N.S.,  S.S.  North  Amerieau,  commanded  by 
Captain  Kicbard  Meagher,  sixty  hours'  passage.  Non-denominational  Academr 
at  Castle  Kennie,  St.  John's,  Charles  D.  Newman,  M.A.,  Oxford,  Principal'; 
J.  Nugent  and  T.  Talbot,  blasters.  Cllief  Jiuttce  NOBTOK  Ant  Bomui 
Catholic  Chief  Justice;  moat  excellent  Judge. 

1845.— Prince  Henry,  son  of  th>>  King  of  the  Netherlands,  in  war  steamer  Bhine,  vixiti^l 
St,  John's  i  great  demiinst ration.  Gas  introduced  into  St.  John's.  Geo.  Lilly 
appointed  Judge,  Supreme  Court. 

1846. — 26tli  May.  public  meeting  in  Court  House.  St.  John's,  in  favour  of  Responsible 
Government  j  petition  sent  to  Quei-n  and  I'arliumcnt.  91b  June,  terrible  and 
destructive  fire  coniumed  the  town.  19lh  September,  trcmenduUH  gale. 
Sir  John  Harvey  appo  nted  Govenior  of  Nova  Sootla.    CoL  LAW  Administrator. 

1847.— Sir  Oaspard  LB  MABCHAHI,  Governor,  arrived  23rd  April,  Chi«f 
JnStice  BRADY  appointed.  Foundation  Stone  of  English  Cathedral  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist  laid ;  aUo  Colonial  Building  and  Custom  House,  St.  John's. 

1848. — Great  Bevolntion  in  Europe.    December  14th,  first 


1849. — Discovery  of  gold  in  California.  Cusroms  Department  placed  nnder  control  of 
k>cal  ijoterument ;  J.  Kent  lirst  collector ;  Mr.  Spearmen  retired  on  a  pension. 
Steamer  Kestrtl,  Captain  Maher,  loat. 

1850. — Death  of  Bishop  Fleming.    Market  House  opened.    Free  Eirk  opened. 

1851. — Pobllc  meeting  to  promote  direct  steam  from  St.  John's  to  England.  The  great 
EihibilioD  of  tlie  Industries  of  all  Nntions  held  in  London,  May  1st.  Great 
demonstration  of  Sons  of  Temperance,  St.  John's.     General  Election. 
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CHRONOLO0T. 

— Ker  Baili«  HAMILTQW  Oo*ernor.  Death  of  ihe  I)Dk«  ot  WelVmfXiM. 
Louis  Napoleon  KmpLTor  of  the  French.  Fir*t  Steamer  in  Conceptioo  Um;. 
lion.  J.  Crowdy  AdminiBtralor.  Kleclric  telegraph  inlroduced  into  St.  JohiiV 
hy  F.  N.  Gisborne;  St.  Jobo'e  and  Carboncar  Kleclrie  Teleg^raph  Compuiv : 
K.  Pronxe  Managing  Director.  Terriblj  disastrout  seal  fiabery ;  "  Spring  of 
the  Wadham»." 


issa. 

]85J.— Uuion  Bank  eetahlifhed.  Outbreak  of  cholera  in  St.  John'i.  Crimesn  War. 
Victorie*  of  the  Englinh  and  French,  Battles  of  Alma.  Balaclava,  Inkermaii. 
Reciprocity  Treaty  bctireen  Britiah  America  and  the  United  Stale*. 
F.  B.  T.  Carter  appointed  Aciiug  Jndge,  Sapreme  Cnwrt.  Uew  York, 
Newfoundland,  and  London  Tulegraph  Company  incorporated. 

1 85.^.— GOTernOr  DABLUTG.  Increased  RcprBsentation  Act,  giTing  SO  membera, 
including  Burgeo  and  La  Poile.  Reaponsible  Government  introdaced-  Taking  of 
Sebastopoli  ^reat  rejoicing!  OTcr  the  British  Empire.  First  GeD«-ral  Election 
under  Rfaponaible  Government.  Hon.  P,  p.  LITTLE  first  I'reiai^. 
Roman  Catholic  Cathedral  consecrated.  The  American  steamer  Jaittes  Adyrr 
arrived  in  St.  John's  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cyrus  Field,  Peter  Cooper,  Bayard 
Taylor,  and  a  distinguished  company  ;  crdeavourtd  to  lay  the  cable  ocroaa  the 
Gulf)  &i1ed  owing  to  bad  weather)  cable  parted  ;  forty  miles  paid  out. 

18.^6. — Newfoandland  divided  into  two  Bomui  Cslhuiic  dioceaes,  St.  John's  Hod  Harbour 
Grace;  Dr.  Dalton  first  Bishop  uf  Harbour  Grace.  Tel^raphic  commUDication 
established  with  the  American  continent.  Firit  mesia^  sent  across  Oulf  from 
J.  and  W.  Pitta  to  A.  and  M,  Cameron,  Baddeck.  Fonndaiion  Stone  Gow«* 
Street  Methodist  Church  laid.  Fire  In  St.  John's  (Tarehin's  Town).  Direet 
steam  by  the  Galway  Line.  Gulf  cable  laid  by  S.S.  Propontai  Sir  Samoel 
Canning  ',  T.  D.  Scanlaa  represented  New  York,  Newfoundlacid,  and  £><HidoD 
"Telegrftph  Company. 

1857.— Hon.  L.  O'BEIEN  Adiainistrator,  on  the  promotioD  of  Sir  C.  Darling  >o 
the  Governorship  of  Jamaica.  Sir  Alexander  BANNEBKAH  appointed 
Governor.  The  Indian  Mutiny.  The  Anglo-French  Convention  Bbout  the 
Newfoundland  fishery ;  indignation  meetings.  l>el^atet  seot  to  Canada,  Sort 
Scotia,  &c.  Gower  Street  Weeleyau  Church  completed.  Conmercial  Bank 
established. 

!85S.— First  Atlantic  Cable  landed  at  Buy  Bulls  Ann,  Trinity  Bay  i  great  rejoicinga  in 
St,  John's  in  honour  of  Cyrus  Field,  to  whose  indefatigahle  enerny  Goal  ancces* 
was  due.  First  cable  soon  collapW.  Hon,  P.  F.  Little  and  B.  Rohioson 
appointed  Jud^s  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Uons.  J.  Sunms  and  A.  W.  De«  Bartea 
retired  on  pensions. 

18J9.— News  boat  placed  at  Cape  Race  by  the  New  York  Aisooiated  Preaa  to  intercept 
ocean  sleumers.  First  ship  intercepted,  Vigo,  of  Inman  Line.  General 
Election  )  (rreat  contest  at  Burin.  Act  for  Local  Steam  passed.  Hon.  John 
KEKT  Premier. 

18G0.— His  Itoyal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Watcs  nsited  the  Island.  FormnlioD  ot 
Volunteer  Corps, 

18S1.— H.  W.  HOTLES  Premier.  Time  of  gn»t  political  excitement.  I'olitical 
riots  in  St.  John's,  Harbour  Grace,  and  Harbour  Main.  CommencetncDt  of  the 
American  Civil  War  between  North  and  South. 

1B62.— Junuary,  first  Allan  Steamer,  North  American,  left  St.  John's.  8.3.  iVima, 
S.S.  Campetdoum,  total  failure  at  seal  fishery.  Great  haul  of  aeais  at  Green 
Bay.  Colonial  and  ContiueulHl  Church  Society  iucorporated.  Great  distreM 
oviug  to  bad  fisheries.    S.S.  Victoria  inangurnted  local  Eteam  north  and  south. 

1863. — 3Tth  April,  loss  of  Anglo-Saron,  Ctan  Cove )  great  loss  of  life.  St.  John's 
provided  wilb  water  from  Windsor  I.nke.  S.S.  Bloodhound,  Captain  Graham, 
arrived  22nd  April,  3,n00  seal?;  S.S.  Wulf,  W.  Kane,  arrived  S81b,  1,340  aeal«. 
Fire  Brigade  established.  Heveaue  collected  at  Labrador.  Hon.  L.  O'Biien 
Admiuibtrator.    S.S.  Ariel  put  on  route,  north  and  south. 

ISG4.^ir  AntboUT  MUSOBAVE  Govi-ruor.  ConEeJeretion  ot  the  Dominion  of 
Canada.  Meeting  of  Delegates  in  Maritime  Pcovinces  and  Quebec  to  inaugurate 
Confederation ;   Sir  F.  B.  X  Carter  and  Sir  A.  Shea  represented  the  Colony. 
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Copper  miiw  openud,  Tilt  CoTe,  b>  C.  F.  B«Dtie>l,  the  pioneer  of  miDing  id  the 
ColoD}',  and  Smilh  McKaj,  the  dtscoverer.     Three  Bleainera,  Bloodhound,  Wtlf, 
and    Oipren,  at   the  seal  fishery.    The   Currency   Act  confirmed.      Hon.   J. 
Uayward  appointed  Acting  Asaietant  Judge. 
1B63. — PrMCDt  Geological  Survej  commenced.   American  CivilWar  eodedvith  the  com- 


IBSe.— Sveond  Atlantic  Cable  Boceesstall;  landed  at  Heart'i  Content,  Newfonndland,  hv 

the  Grtat  Easlem,  Aukum  1H66 ;  the  end  of  1865  cable  also  picked  up,  and 

Bacoessfiilly  landed  at  Heart'x  Contnit  same  year.     A.  .M.  Mackaj  lucce  sfully 

rep^red  Gulf  Cable  in  S.S.  Bloudkound.    Firat  buBiness  meaeage  sent  across 

the  Atlantic  b;  W.  J.  S.  DonneUy,  Fee  £30  sterling. 
1867. — i^tsher^  very  successful.     Great  gale  at  Labrador,  much  shipping  destroyed.    The 

British  North  Amerioa  Act  for  the  Confederation  of  the  Provinces  is   pissed. 

Dominion   of  Canada    proclaimed.       Bishop   Kelly  consecrated  coadjutor  to 

Bishop  Fmld. 
1?69. — Proclamation  isBoed  by  the  Carter  Administration  suppressing  able-bodied  poor  relief. 

;th  Augast,  Hon.  J.  Hay  ward  appointed  Assistant  .ludge  Supreme  Cjurt,  on  the 

retirement  of  F.  F.  Little.    Cunard  eonttact  ceased  and  Innun  Company  carried 

mails  and  passengers  from  St.  John's  to  Halifax,  N.S.,  during  ninter  months. 
less.— Large  increase   in  the   Public  Debt  caused  by  the  bad  fifiheries.    Sir  Stephen 

HHiIi  appointed  Governor  in  July.    Central  District  Court  copslituted.    Gi'oeral 

Election ;    Confederation   Candidates  defeated.      Census  taken.     Dr.  Mullock 

died. 
1870. — The  Most  Rev.  T.  J.  Power,  concecrated  at  Rome  Bishop  of  St.  John's,  arrived  iu 

St.  John's  9th  September.     Diocesan  Synod  of  Chnruh  of  England  established. 

Hon.  C.  F.  BENHETT  Premier. 
ISTl. — GaniKoa  withdrawn  from  Newfoundland.    Increasing  prosperity  consequent  on  gocd 

fisheries,  &c.     Treaty  of  Washiogton.     S.S.  Ariel  discontinued  coailal  service, 

carried  out  by  S.S.  T'l'^er  and  Leopard. 
1672.— First  Eibibiiion  held  in  Newfoundland,  opened  by  the  Governor ;  Rev.  E.  Boxwood, 

K.D.,  projector.    Agitation  about  pre-emption  of  the  New  York,  Newfoundland, 

and  London  telegraph  lines ;  continued  through  18711. 
1873. — Direct  steam  to  England  by  Allan  Lme  commenced.    George  Street  Methodist  Church 

(mened.     General  Election;  Bennett  Goiemment  defeated  by  the  withdrawal  of 

three  members. 
1874, — The  largest    catch   of   cod   fli^h  ever  taken  in    Newfonndland.      gir  F.  B.  T, 

CAB^B  Premier.     Newfoundland  Conference  of  Methodist  Chnrcii  of  Cunada 

organised;  Rev.  G.  S.   Milligan  President.     The   Boyal   Commission;   Sir   B. 

Bobinson,  J.  Goodrcllow,  and  J.  Fox,  Esquires. 
1S75. — The  first  Government  Railway  Snrvey  under  direction  of  Sandford  Fleming,  Civil 

1876.— Christian  Brothers  arrived  in  St.  John's.  Sir  J.  H.  OLOVEE,  G.C.5I.G.,  Governor. 
Dr.  J.  B.  Ktlly,  D.D.,  appointed  Bishop  of  Newfoundland.  Halifax  Fishery 
Commission  met ;  $3,500,000  awarded  as  compensation  to  be  paid  hy  the  United 
States  to  the  British  Provinces ;  Newfoundland's  share  one  million ;  Sir  VV.  V. 
Whiteway  Commissioner  for  Newfoundland.  Bishop  Feild  died,  iu  Bermnda. 
Both  Presbyteriau  kirks  burnt. 

1877— Sir  F.  B.  T.  Carter  appointed  Acting  Assistant  Judge,  on  the  retirement  of  Sir  B. 
Robinson.  Commander  W.  Howorth,  R.N.,  appointed  first  Stipendary  Magistrate. 
West  Coast,  by  Imperial  and  Colonial  Governments ;  duties  first  collected  there. 
St.  Andrew's  Kirk  built  by  United  Prmbyterians.  Trinity,  Catalina,  and 
Boiiavibta  connected  by  telegraph.    S.S.  Ctaltw  and  Plover  on  coastal  service. 

187B.—Dr.LI. Jones, D.D„appoiDtcdBishapuFNewfaundlaod.   Sir  W.  V.  WHITEWAT 

Premier.    Telegraph  extended  to  St.  George's  Bay,  Bay  of  Islands,  Bunoe  Uav, 

Betti  Cove,  Tilt  Cove,  and  Little  Bay  Mines. 
1879. — lirst  issue  **  Evening  Telegram." 
1880.— Sir  F.  B.  T.  CASTEK  appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  R.  J.  Pinsent  Judge  Supremu 

Court.    Colonial  Government  allowed  to  make  grants  of  land  on  the  nest  coast. 

or  "French  Shore"  so-called.    Sir  F.  B.  T.  CARTEE,  K.C.M.G.,  Adninis- 

trator.    First  Railway  Bill  passed. 
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leSl. — SerioDi  dJsdiTtiance  on  the  Bailway  line  (Battle  of  Fox  Trap).  Sir  Kenn' 
FitS-HftTdingffl  WATHB  Goremor.  Fim  niliray  under  cotutmciioii  ib 
IJewfiMiDiUaiid,  St.  John's  to  Harbour  Grace. 

1882. — Firrt  issue  "  Evening  Mercury."  An  Act  pSKsed  for  the  coD^mctioD  of  the  Great 
AmeriOQ  and  European  Short  Lioe  Kaiiway.  Charter  graoted  for  the  con- 
ffiruclionDragraTingdock.  Sir  W.  7.  WHITEW AT  Premier.  Inaaganttbii 
of  St.  Patrick's  Hall,  B.  I.  Sociel;, 

1883.— St.  Stephen's  Day,  Harbour  Grace  Riots.  Sir  F.  B.  T.  CASTER  Administrator. 
Hod.  J.  I.  Little  appointed  Aisiiitant  Judge,  Supreme  Court,  in  place  of 
Hon.  Jad^e  Uayvard,  rvtired.  Sir  H.  Murse  ditd  in  St.  John's.  Vif-btrj 
Exhibiiionheldin  IiondoD;  Sir  A.  Shea,K.C.M.G.,ComiDi«iioDeTfor  tbe  Cnlonr. 
Hon.  E.  SORBIS  Administrator,  io  ahtenoe  of  Sir  F.  B.  T.  Oirter,  K.C.U.G. 

1884. — Union  of  Methodist  Bodies  in  Canada.  Neirfoandland  Conference  of  Metbodift 
Church  organised  in  Gower  Street  Church  ;  Kev.  Dr.  Milligas,  President.  JuIt, 
Sir  J.  H,  OLOVEB  arrived  In  St.  John's  as  Governor.  Dry  Dock  it 
Kiverhead,  St.  •Tohn'K,  opened.  H.M.S.  Tenedoi  docked  in  Decemter.  Railvar 
to  Harbour  Grace  opened  for  Pa&neiigert  in  December. 

1BS3.— Ford- Pen  net  1  Convention  on  French  Fishery  claims.  Sir  F.  B.  T.  CASTER 
Adminislialor.  Sir  Robert  THORBURN  Premier.  General  Electioo. 
Choir  and  iransepts  of  Eujilish  cathedral  cousecraied  by  Bisbop  Jouee.  Flna 
isaue  "  Daily  Colonist."  Great  Storm  in  Nevfniindland  and  Labndor.  Ailanlic 
Hotel  opened,  May.  Teletrraph  extended  to  Greenspond  and  Tvillinmle.  aim 
Burin,  St.  Lawrence,  Lamaline,  Grand  Bank,  and  Fortune.  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteny 
TeKigned  Premierabip  in  Ocliiber  General  Election  Xovember.  Sir  & 
THORBURN  Premier.     Death  of  Sir  J.  H.  Gloier  in  London. 

ISJfl.— Sir  F.  B.  T.  CARTER  Administrator.  Sir  Q.  W.  DBS  ViEUX  Governor. 
Building  of  New  Post  Otiice.  Comer  Stone  of  Methodist  College  laid  by 
Sir  G.  W.  Des  Vaux.  Keport  of  Joint  Committee  on  Fishery  qoestiou; 
approved  of  Bait  Act  and  refused  to  aaoction  the  Ford-Pennell  Convention. 
Placentia  Bailway  commenced. 

1887.— The  Bait  Act  became  Law.  Sir  H.  A  BLAKE  GoTemor.  bllot  Act  passed. 
Queeo's  Jubilee  ;  Service  io  Kn^li-ih  Cathedral  altcnited  bj  all  ileoomioations  of 
Protestants.  Sir  A.  Shea,  K.C.M.G.,  appi>iated  Governor  of  the  Bafaamat. 
Methoditt  College  and  Alexander  Street  Methodist  Church  opened.  ColoDisl 
Conference  held  in  I^nduo;  Colony  represented  by  Sir  B.  Tbarhun,  IVemier, 
and  Sir  A.  Shea. 

1888.— Second  Washington  Treaty  nepotialed  ;  Hon.  J.  S.  Winter  repi*sented  flie  C«1(Mij. 
Modut  Vivendi  eslabliBfaed  for  two  yeani.  Methodist  College  Home  opeited. 
Bait  Act  put  in  operation,  March,  Placentia  Uailway  opened  for  traffic.  Art 
to  provide  Municipal  Council  for  St.  John's  paswd.  S.8.  Vottmleer  %ni 
Conscript  on  coastal  Eerrice.  Governor  Blake  appointed  to  Jamaica.  Sir  F. 
B.  T.  CARTER  Admluistrator  to  January  1889. 

1889.— Sir  T.  K.  O'BRIEN  appointed  Governor  ;  arrived  tn  Jannary  1889. 
General  Election.  Thorhurn  Government  defeated  by  an  immense  majority. 
lioman  Catholic  Cathedral,  Harbour  Grace,  buniL  Act  granting  manhood 
suffrage  passed. 

1890.— Sir  W.  y.  WHITE  WAT  Premier.  Act  autborisiog  new  Railway  Line  Nonh. 
Agitation  coucemiug  the  modus  vioendi  with  the  French  about  Lobster 
Factories  West  Coast.  The  tnodut  was  accepted  by  French  Ambassador, 
It  March.  Protest  from  both  Houses  U  March.  Meeting  of  Pitnotie 
Association,  Bannermnn  Park,  26  March.  lax  on  all  Canadian  vessels 
purchasing  bait.  Reciprncily  Treaty  with  United  States  by  Hon.  B.  Bond. 
Colonial  Secretary;  prevented  being  carried  into  effect  by  Canada.  Delesalions 
to  England  on  difficulties  with  the  French,  consistio(f  of  Sir  W.  V.  Whileway, 
Hod.  A.  W.  Harvey,  Hon.  K.  Bond  and  the  Honble.  The  Speaker,  G.  B.  EmerMU 
(official)  ;  from  the  Patriotic  Afsocialiou  Sir  J.  8.  n'inter,  P.  J.  Scott,  and 
A.  B.  Morine  to  England,  and  D.  J.  Greene,  D.  Morison,  and  P.  B.  Bowers  to 
Canada. 

1891. — Municipal  Council  Act  amended.  Delegation  to  England  on  difficullies  with 
French,  consisting  of  Sir  W.  V.  Whiteway,  Hod.  A.  W.  Harvey,  G.  H.  BmenoD, 
Hon.  M.  Monroe  and  .\.  B.  Morinr.  International  Arbitration  on  Lobster 
Question  to  be  held  at  Brussels.     Hall's  Bay  Railway  coaiplel«d  to  Tiini^  and 
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BonnviKU  Bsja.  Celebfatvd  cmb  of  Buid  v.  Walker,  arining  ont  of  morftu 
vivrndi,  deiernuned  by  Supreme  Court  in  turaar  of  pluotiff ;  on  appeal  to  Privy 
Council,  judgment  confirmed.  Newfoundland  Bill  in  tile  House  of  CommoDt ; 
Temponuy  Act  (Treaty  Bill)  passed  (br  Ito  yean. 
I8U2.— Death  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  Jan.  I4tb.  Terrible  calamity  and  loaaoflifeb 
Trinity  Bay,  Feb.  88lh  ;  death  of  24  ipen  caught  {□  a  northerly  gale,  driven  to 
sea,  and  froien  to  death.  Visit  of  Deep  Seu  Miioinn  to  Labrador.  Conference 
at  Hall&x,  N.S.,  belweeo  Csiiailiaii  MiDiitrm  and  Membtra  of  the  Newfoandlaud 
Government.    Great  fire  in  St.  John's  od  July  !)th. 

IH93. — Bait  Act  (uspended  in  April  by  Proclamntion.  Temporary  French  Treaty  Bill 
extended  lu  end  of  1895.  April  28tli,  death  of  Sir  U.  J.  PInaeut,  D.C.L.  No- 
vember, General  Election.  The  Whileiray  Government  auntained  by  a  large 
muiority.  December  4th,  the  moat  Rer.  T.  Joa.  Power,  D.l>.,  Roman  Calholie 
Bishop  of  St.  Juhn'ii,  died.  Dispute  <vilh  the  French  about  payment  of  duty 
on  good*  landed  on  West  Coast  not  carried  in  fishing  vessela. 

1894. — January  6th.  nine  petitions  against  IT  members  Wbitewaj  party  filed  under 
Election  AcL  FehnLiry  IGtb,  Huuses  of  Assembly  opened.  Haroh  S7th. 
t«o  members  for  Bay  de  Verde  unseated  and  disqualified.  April  Sail,  judgment 
commnnicateil  to  iheHouaeof  Assembly.  April  3rd,  deputation  of  SO  members  of 
Whiteway  party  vaited  on  Governor  asking  for  a  dissolution.  April  4lh.couDler 
deputation  of  Goodridge  party  protested  agdin at  disaolutioo.  April  lOth.dJKmlU' 
tion  refused.  April  11th,  Whileway  Government  resign.  A.7.  GOODRIDQE 
Premier!  Whiievray  party  withdraw  Supply  and  Revenue  iiilla.  April  l+th. 
House  of  As^eoibly  prorogued  to  £3rd ;  April  Slst,  prori^atiou  extended  till 
23rd  May.  May  Slh,  two  members  of  St.  John's  (fast  nnsealtd  aud  disqualified. 
May  iiud.  Bay  de  Verde  bye  election  resulted  in  return  of  one  Govemmeut 
ar:il  one  oppoaillcn  candidate.  May  S3rd,  prorogation  extended  to  7lh  June. 
May  SlEt,  three  members  St.  John's  West  uoaeated  and  disqualified.  June 
7th,  proriigatioD  extended  to  7lh  July.  June  Ulb,  Revenue  Act  expired, 
June  14th,  one  member  for  Burgeo  and  La  Poile  unseared  and  disqunliGed. 
June  23rd,  H.R.H.  the  Dueheaa  "of  York  safely  delivered  of  an  infant  Prince. 
July  7th,  prorogation  extended  to  7th  August.  July  3Sth,  two  mtmbem  (or 
Trinity  un^Hated  and  disqualified  and  a  third  member  unseated  ody.  Jidy  31s(, 
two  members  for  I'hiceDtia  unsealed  and  disqualified.  August  2nd,  House  of 
Assembly  opened.  August  9th,  Honse  of  Assembly  closed.  September  10th, 
Buigeo  and  La  Poile  eleclioa  lecnlted  in  return  of  a  Government  canuidale. 
October  2nd,  Uonavisla  bye-electiun  :  Colonial  Secretary  und  Attorney-General 
relumed.  Fogo  election;  Duder,  Goverumeut  candid<ite.  returned.  Twillinaate 
elec^on.  1 61b  October.  Foote,  Opposition  candidate,  returned.  Three  Opposition 
members  elected  for  Trinity.  iOtb  November,  PUcenlia,  St  John's,  nud  Bnrin 
all  returned  Whiteway  candidates.  Carty,  Government  candidale,  rediriied  for 
St.  George's,  ISth  November ;  2uth,  severe  atorm.  December  luth.  Black 
Mondiy ;  failure  of  Comm.rcial  and  Union  Bnnks  and  several  uiercautile 
houses;  December  lath,  reaignkiiion  of  Ooodridge  Gnveroment ;  13tb,  appoint- 
ment of  Cabinet  with  D.  J.  QREENE  Premier. 
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JUDICIARY. 


n.— Judiciary. 


1-  JOHN  REETE8,  C.3.,  1791-1792.    Appointed  in  1791,  noder  Act  31  Gm.  III. 

n.  iiii.,  sole  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Ci»il  Jurisdiction  of  Out  Sorereigft)  Lord  tlw 
King,  At  St.  John's,  Newfoundland)  next  ;e&r,  bj  B2  Geo.  IK.  c.  Iri.,  the  Sapreme 
Court  of  Judicature  of  the  iHlaod  of  IfeRfonndland  vrii  cnsted.  Beeves,  C  J.,  cole 
Judge,  DKwes  Coke  and  AAltON  GRAHAM  Mscwon. 

2-  D'EWES  COEB,  CJ,,  1792-1797.    Coke,  origimillj  a  surgeon  in  the  n«Tj,  settled 

in  Trinity ;  iras  afterwards  supreme  surrogiile  al  St.  John's. 

a.  BICHABD  BOUTH,  C.J.,  I797-I8OO.  Was  formerij  coIlecMr  of  the  customs; 
OD  his  sppointnient  as  Chief  Justice  he  was  required  to  reside  peimanently  id  the 
Colon  J  i  in  I800he  requested  permiesiau  to  visit  England,  and  was  dmwDed  on 
the  passage  1  his  iridow  eujojed  a  pension  for  many  years. 

4.  JONATHAII'  OGSEHfCJ.,  ISOl-lSOS.  Surgeon,  B.N.;  sent  asassiiUnt  snrfenn 
to  hospital  by  II.K.U.  Duke  of  Kent,  commanding  in  Nova  Scotia  ;  becalne  onral 
officer  and  supreme  surrogate;  appointed  aotinfc  C.J.  in  1801;  received  Mj 
commission  in  May  1S02  ;  reiigned  in  1803,  and  was  pensioned. 

6.  THOMAS  TBEHLEIT,  C.J.,  leoa-ieiS.    Was  an  insolvent  merchant  of  Poole ; 

became  naval  officer  and  supreme  surrogate  in  succession  to  Ogden,  atf*,  on  the 
latter's  retirement  from  ill  health.  Chief  Justice ;  he  was  translated  to  Prince 
Edward*a  Island  an  Chief  Jud^e,  in  exchange  for  Judge  Colclough,  1713. 
e.  CJESAB  COIiCLOITOH,  C.J.,  laiS-lSlS.  Aq  Irish  gentleman  of  good  famUyg 
an  ftmusing  writer,  but  a  very  inefficient  judge,  and  no  lawyer  [  salary  increased  to 
£1,000;  retired  on  a  pensLou. 

7.  PBANCIS  FOItfiE&,   C-J.,  1816-1822.    Appointed  hy  commission  bearing  ^aie 

4th  Angust  ISlfi;  took  hie  seat  on  the  bench  1st  July  1S17;  resigned  30th 
September  1822;  resided  on  the  Island  during  the  whole  of  the  period;  a  most 
able  and  popular  judge. 

8.  RICHARD  ALEXAl!n)ER  TTTCEER,  C.J.,  183^-1833.     Coumiasion  dated 

Ut  October   1822;  took  bis  seat  on  the  Supreme  Court  Beneh    Sth  May  1823; 
sole  Judge   unlil    Snd    January  1826,  when  the   Royal   Charter  gnuited  by  Bis 
Majesty  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Newfoundland,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
5  Geo.  IV.  cap.  ixvii.  s.  17,  was  promulgated,  and  the  bench  then  filled  by — 
HON.  R.  A.  TUCKER.  Chief  Judge 

HON.  JOHN  WILLIAM  MOLLOY    -  -"l  Aasi  tnnt  J  d 

HON.  AUGUSTUS  WALLET  DBS  BABBES/  •  ,  "  B^- 
On  SSth  September  1826  HON.  EDWAED  BEABAZON  BBENTON  w» 
appointed  A.J.  in  the  room  of  Mr  Molloy,  who  had  been  removed  from  his  office. 
JAMES  SIMMS  was  sworn  in,  2nd  January  1826,  as  H.M.  Attomey-Genenl. 
In  September  1838,  during  the  absence  of  the  Governor,  Sir  T.  Cochrane,  Tucker, 
C.J.,  was  Administrator  of  the  Government,  Brenton  Acting  CJ.,  and  JAMES 
COCHBANE  Acting  AsEiGtaDt  Judge,  until  Sir  Thomas's  return  on  ISIh  Angust 
1338. 
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9.  HENBT  JOHN  BOTJLTON,  C.J.,  issa-iess.  Wm  formerly  At loroey- General 
of  Upper  Canadft;  remored  f^om  office  and  appointed  C.J.  of  Nenfouodlaod; 
removed  by  order  of  Ihe  Privy  CouDcil  in  1888.  Chargei  h«vinf[  been  made 
aguDBt  Judge  Des  Barrel,  lie  retired  temporarily,  and  E.  11.  ARCHIBALD, 
Clerk  of  (be  Court,  wm  Acting  Asuatant  Judge  in  December  1B33,  and  in  part 
ot  1034. 

10.  JOHN  QEEVASE  HUTCHINSON  BOURNE,  C.J..  U38-1844. 

DKS  BARRKS  and  BRKNTON.  A.J'b. 
Bourne  wb»  dismisied  by  Sir  Jobn  Harrej  in  1844. 

J.  Simmg,  Attorney-Otueral,  made  Acting  Chief  JnBlice  ot)  10th  June  1844,  and 
continntd  to  act  andl  the  arrival  of  C.J.  Norton. 

11.  THOKAS  NORTON,  C.J.,  1844-1847.     Commi-uion  dated  &th  November  1814. 

DeB  Barren  and  Brenton,  A.J's.;  Brentoo  died  in  184S ;  and 

GEO.  LILLT  was  appointed  A.J.  i  Lilly  died  in  1B4B ;  and 

J.  Simms  was  appointed  Aisiittant  Jndge  on  STth  November  184fl. 

Den   Barre*  waa   Acting  Chief   Jnstice  from   Srd    September    IS4T    to  2!KK 
NoTember  1B47. 
13.  SIR  FRANCIS  fiRADT,  CJ.,  lE47-t865.    Swom  in  29lh  November  1847. 

F.  B.  T.  CARTER  became  acting  A.J.  on  6th  April  1854,  in  place  of  Dei 
Barree,  A.J.,  who  resumed  in  the  &11  term  of  tbe  Mnte  year. 

O.  H.  EMKRSON,  Acting  TudirB  in  1856. 

Do  Barreg  and  J.  Simms,  AJ'g.  until  November  1858. 

P.  F.  LITTLE  appointed  AJ.  on  1st  November  18S8. 

BRYAN  ROBINSON  appointed  AJ.  on  2Qd  November  1859. 

F.  F.  Litlle  <ras  Acting  Clhief  Justice  on  SOCh  November  1SJ8. 

CHARLES  SIMMS  was  acting  A.J.  on  SOth  November  I8S8,  and  again  ou  Tih 
February  1859. 

13.  SIR  HUQH  WILLIAIC  HOTLES,  C.J.,  1865-1880.    Sworo  in  ou  20th  Mar 

1865.  p.  F.  Little  retired,  2Uth  November  1866,  when  Geo.  ily.  ECmerson  wa« 
appointed  acting  A.J.  on  ISIh  August  1S6T. 

JOHN  HAYWARD  was  appointed  A.J.  on  1th  AiguBt  1868. 

F.  B.  T.  Carter,  Attorney-General,  was  acting  A.J.  on  SOih  Maj  1865,  on  auih 
May  1868,  and  agf^n  on  2uth  May  1878. 

14.  SIR   FREDERIC  BOWEER  TEBBrNGTON  CARTER,  C.J.,   K.C.M.G., 

1880,  present  Chief  Justice.    Swam  into  nffice  liOth  May  1880. 

SIB  B.  J.  PINSENT,  D.C.L.  Made  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  20th  May 
1880;  died  April  1893. 

J.  L  LITTLK  Made  Acting  Judge  on  S7lh  November  1883,  and  Judge  on 
7(h  May  1884. 

SIK  J.  S.  WINTEB.     Made  Judge  on  2-tb  May  1 893. 
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CHAPTER  XXrV. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY,   MANUSCRIPTS,  RECORDS,   ^e. 
Z,— Chronological  Bibliography. 

Votb  markn]  (hiM  *  hive  not  been  tnced  Is  the  BritiiU]  Huicum. 

The  earliest  reFtTencee  to  Newfoundland  Hre  contained  in  Fabiah's  Chrotuclt,  Stowk's 
Annali,  Eden's  (iaiheringa,  id  the  reign  of  the  first  Tudor  Sovereigns.  There  are  also  brief 
references  to  the  lalaud  in  Gohaba,  Oviudii,  Fbtss  Martth,  and  the  great  works  of 
Rahubjo  and  Hbhkbiu,  also,  later,  in  CaxsLEroix,  Abb£  Kktnai.,  and  the  great  Spanish 

clacsic,  NAVARKETli. 

i5i5— MAKTTE,  Peter.— Decades.     [First  printed  account  of  CahotV  Tojag«i.} 

I  ;8i — HAKL1TYT,  R. — Divers  voyages  touching  the  discoveij  of  America,  iSS=. 

iSS3— PECJtHAM,  Sir  Geoi%e.-~A  True  Reporle  of  the  late  diacovertes  and  paateKsion  of 
the  Newfound! HDdes,  \>y  Sir  Humphi'cy  Gilbert.  Al  London :  Printed  hj  1.  C.  for  John 
Uaide,  dwelling  in  Panic's  Churohjard  at  the  Signe  of  the  "  Golden  Uinde." 


i6e8— BACOM,  Lord.— Essay  on  Plantations. 

1609  — LE8CABB0T,  K.— Hiatoire  de  la  Mouvelle  France.     Pari;  1609. 

161c— •HAELET,  John.— Discoveiy  of  a  New  Worid,     Tnterbelly,  Ncwlaod,  Forliana. 
So  date,  prob.  1610.    London.     [  Vide  VVati.] 


ti— WHITBOtTRNE,  Sir  Eichard.— A  DiBCouree  and   iJiscovery  of  NewfouDdland. 
Imprinted  at  London,  by  Felii  Kingston,  for  William  Barrett,  1610. 

[Several  editions  with  slight  alturatiuns  in  16x1,  1611,  and  161I.     WyDne's,  Captaia 
Daniel  Powell's  and  N.  U'i  Letlen  add.,  slight  allemtions  of  title  page.] 
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-  AKON. — A  Bbort  discoone  of  the  NevfooadtaDd,  i 

-      ■       ■      "  '     7-    Published 

I  tbe  Bnid  PlantatioD.    Dublin,  i6i}.     [Lord 

1 614— •EBTTRHE,  Eichari—A  Plaine  Pathway  to  Plaotatioiis  [priaoipallr  relating  to 
NewfonndUnd].  LonHon;  Printed  bj  Q.  P.,  for  John  Marriott,  1614.  [Id  Carter- 
Brown  Ubrary.] 

Ibis— FUBCEAS,  Ber.  S.  IL  A-,  His  Pllgrfnia.     London,  161S. 


(6i6— VATJCIHAH,  Sir   William.   L.Ci-— The   Qoldea   Fleece,  &c.    Transported  from 

Cambnol  CoEchon  out  of  the  S  lutherDmoBi  part  of  the  Inland,  commoiily  called  Newfouml- 
land.  London  .•  Printed  for  Francis  Williams,  and  to  be  sold  at  his  shop,  Bt  tbe  Sijcne  of 
the  Globe,  oyer  B^inst  the  llojul  Exchange,  1628. 

ifiiS— HATMAN,  Eohart— Quodlibet*  lately  come  from  He*  Britaniola,  old  Newfonnd- 
land ;  all  of  them  composed  and  done  at  Harbour  Qrace  in  Britaniola,  anciently  called 
Newfoundland,  bj  K.  H.,  sometiine  Governor  of  the  Plantnlion  there.  London  ;  Printed 
by  Eliiabeth  AU-De  for  Roger  Miohell,  dwelling  in  Panle's  Churchyarde,  nl  the  Sigae  of 
the  Ball's  head,  i6it. 


o  be  sold  at  his  uhop,  in  St.  Paule's  Chnrebyard,  s 

i6J3 A  Commidsion  for  the  well-goTeming  of  our  people  inhabitin)[  in  Kew- 

fouDdland.     Imprinted  in  London,  by  Robert  Barker  and  by  the  AsHtgnea  or  John  Uill. 

16J8— ROBERTS,  Lewes —The  Merchant's  Slappc,     [Many  editions.]     Landon:  i63g. 

1 640— LA  TIT,  J,  de.— L'histoire  do  Nouvenu  Uonde.    Legde :  1 640. 

1648 *Remoii!<trani:e    on   behalf  of  the  Merdionts  tradbg   to    SpfLin,   East 

Indies,  and  Newfoundland. 

1670 — •TOUWGi    Jamea,  F.E.S. — Remarks  on  Debate  on  NewfouDdUiid  ITishery.    [Vide 
"  Western  AuUquary,"  1886,  Mar.]      1670. 

ifigt  'Ordinance    ot    Louis    XIV.     concerning    Mariue.       \See    Anspnch'a 

History.]     FonltoHebteau,  1 6S  i . 

■  eSo— FHILANGL1TS  Biitlauia  Languem.    London,  1680. 

1687  

July  i< 

(uriptioD  of  the  World. 

e  la  Gaspesii.  [Acvonnt  of  Indians  on 

legJ—CWRDOH,  Patridt.— Geography  anatomiied,&c.    London:  169I    [Twenty  edit  ion?. 
aoth  iiilarged  by  E.  Bowen.     London:  17S4.) 

1694— CHILI),  Sir  Joaiah.— Discourse  00  Trade,     ind  edit.    London:  1694. 

i£()g ■House  ot  Commons   Ri^jort.— Account  of  the  Trade   and  Fishery  of 

Newfoundland,  and  of  the  Planters.    Answer  ol  tbe  C>>mmi£tiionere  for  an  order  of  the 
HoUM -of  Commons.     1695  to  1706. 


.i^ioogle 


668  BIBLIOaRAPHY,  Ac. 

t£99— 'DESBOBOWt  Chai.— I^e  Humbl?  Addreis  of  the  LordH  Spiritaal  and  Temponl, 
with  regard  Co  the  Pi^itioa  of  Chas.  Ursburuw ;  n)so  an  Act  to  enooura^e  the  Trade  cf 
Newton  niUand,  1699. 


— BP-ATi  T.,  D.S. — A  memorial  repreaeating  the  preieDt  Mate  of  Keligion.    Ltnutum, 


a  America — New  found  bud. 


-  A  IVoctunntioD  by  tlie  Queen  In  encourage  the   trade  i 


38— •GREAVE,  Allen  H.— Ebeneier — A  monument  of  thankfulness ;  true  acconnt  of 
the  miraculous  prexerrutioa  of  uioe  men  in  a  bojt,  on  a  voyage  from  Plymouth  to  Nev- 
foundland.  Ky  Allen  H.  Grtave,  chief  mHte  of  ihe  ship,  and  principul  shaier  in  mi^ry 
and  mercy.     Loudon:  Printed  by  t^am.  Smith. 


10  a  gentleman  at  Tunbridge,  conceniiug 
-B  and  other  docnments  relating  to  the  Peace  of  Utreclil 


anil  the  Jiewfoundlaud  fishery. 

i3 •Kilracts    from    Lord   Oxford's    Impeaebmjnt,   4u.,    rcLktirg    to    the 

Newfoundland  FiBhirj. 


a  critical  history  of  tbe  English  Sca-.^f  airi', 

.,  Sir  Wm.  Monson's  Naval  IVacts  .  .  . 

173s— LA  HONTAN,  Baron.— New  Vomges  to  Norlh-Ameriea  [English  Edition].  Letlem 
XXlll,  10  XXV.  and  Memorial.  Map  of  Neofoundland  by  Moll.  1  vols.  Illui. 
Londm,  1735.  [Vreuoh  ist  Ektitn.,  published  at  La  Haye  in  1703,  has  plan  of  riaceDtia, 
but  no  map.} 

1741— OLSKIZON,  JohlL— British  Empire  in  America.     [XomfoN?],  1741. 

1745~HABLEIAN  Collection  of  VoyageS;  ftc,~Consideiations  on  the  trade  of  New- 
foundland.   Kbenezer,  A  .Monument,  (ice,     Lundon,  1745. 
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'749 — DOnOLASS,  Whl,  HJ). — A  snnimarf,  historical  and  political,  of  the  first  planting. 
projiresdrc  improveiu«ntii,  boA  present  state  of  Briti(h  SelUemeDtB  in  Konh  America. 
BotloH,  1749-50;   London,  i7SS-6o. 

■749  Coniiideiatioui  on  the  State  of  the  British  Fisheries  in  America.     [Ste 


17SS- 

■  755  - 


iT56  "A  new  and  complete  history  of  the  BHliah  Empire.    Lmdim,  iy%i. 

J759— •ADDEE8S  to  Et  Hon.  Wm,  PITT.— Consiaerations  on  the  Importance  of 
Canada,  &c.,  and  the  North  American  fisheries  dependent  on  Isle  of  C.  B.  and  St.  .Tohn's, 
Newfonudlaud,  and  the  seas  adjacent.     [A'ee  Wati.]     London,  17S9. 

1 76 1 —w  111  llTHEOP,  Johu,  HoUisian  Prof,  of  ABtrononiT,  Caml).,  JCaas.— Obser- 
vBlioDs  of  transit  of  Venus,  St.  John'-,  Newfoundland,  Jane  6,  1 761.    Phil.  Trans. 


1761— CHOISETTL-STABVIIIiE,  Duke  de.— Memoire  historique.     Leipzig,  1761. 


-  Papers  relative  lo  the  ruptare  with  Spain.     Londoti,  1761. 


1 761— HEATHCOTE,  GOOI^.— A  letter  to  the  Bt.  Hon.  the  Lord  Ifayor,  &c.  of  London, 
eonceming  the  Peace  now  in  Agitation  between  Great  Brittaia  and  Ireland.  From  nn  old 
servint,     [A  verj  vigorous  letter  againet  tOlowiug  the  French  rights  in  Newfoundland.] 

LondoTi.  1761. 

176*— PEOM  AM  H0HE8T  MAN.— A  reply  to  Mr.  Heathcote's  letter.     London,  176*. 


-  [French  view  of  the  l^eat;  of  Pariii.]     Scots  Magaiine,  December,  t 

-  ReSections  of  the  Terms  of  Peace.    London,  176}. 


1 76S— WILLIAMS,  Captain  Griffith.— Account  of  Island  of  Neirfoundland,  hy  Capt.  G. 

WilliamB,  of  the  Royal  Kegiment  of  Artillery,  who  resided  there  14  years  when  a 
lieutenant,  and  now  has  the  CDmiiiand  there.  An  account  of  the  Island,  with  the  nature 
of  the  trade,  method  of  carrying  on  the  fishery,  with  reasons  for  the  decrease  of  that  most 
valuable  branch  of  trade.  To  which  is  annexed  a  Plan  to  exclude  the  French  from  that 
tiade,  by  Capt,  Cole.     [Xihu/otiJ,  1765. 

1766 — COOK,  Capt.  James.- ni recti ons   for   navigtiing   on  part  of  the  Sonth   Coast  of 
Newfoundland,  including  St.  Pierre  and  Uiquelon.    Londoit,  1766. 
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ij6y — "BJOGiEBB,  Hi^or  Kobert. — A  concise  account  ot  Nortb  America  [iodudinf  New- 
fonndlind].    LoMdon,  1767. 

1767 — COOKt  Captain. — Account  nf  eclipse  of  iun  at  NewfbuDdlaod.    Phil.  Traos. 

1767 •Tte  trae  interest  of  Great  Britain  id  rCRard  to  the  Trade  and  Govem- 

ment  of  Canada,  Newfound  land,  sod  Labrador,  shoiving  the  absurdily  of  ajipointing 
Jifilitaiy  and  Naval  officere  to  rule  oier  a  Commercial  people.  [See  Wait.]  London. 
William;,  1767. 

176S — COOK,  Capt.  Jam6B.—l'ireetioDB  for  navigating  the  West  Coast    London,  ijiS. 

176S— CABTWRIGHT,  Lievt.  J.,  R.1J.— Eemarka  on  the  situation  of  the  Aborigines  of 
NevfoundJand.  [Feinted  in  MIes  Carlwright'a  Life  of  Major  Carlwrighl,  Vol,  iL,  p.  Joy. 
London,  1S16.] 

E. — A  general  history  of  the  British  Empire  in  America,  &c.    8  tols. 


1775— COOK,  Capt  Jameg;  LAITE,  H.;  aiLBEBT,  J.,  and  otbers.~The  Korth 
American  Pilot  for  Nenfbundtand,  Labrador,  and  the  Gulf  of  St.  Z.avrence,  ebieflj' 
engraved  by  Jefferjs,  T.    London,  1775. 


■Versen   lo  the  memory  of  Col.  Ackland,  with   a  letter  on   advantage* 


>g  fVom  Newfoundland  fishery  trade.     [See  Watt.] 


1779 — HILESi  Whl  Ang. — Remarks  on  the  Act  for  the  eneonngemeat  to  the  Newfound- 
land flaheriea  from  England.    XondoH,  1779. 
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Bamea  to  leave  inhabitauat*  which  shall  keope  the  iland  to  Her  Majestiee  use.  as  also 
forbid  the  Freachmen  from  the  trade  ot  fishing  in  that  pUce.    Oct.  iSgy.    B.M.  MSS. 

)  plant  in  Kewfonudland. 
1610— JAKES  I.'S  Charter  10  London  and  Brintol  Co.     B.U.,  Harl.,  5E9. 


19— 'WHITBOUBNE,  Sir  R.— Letter  to  Lord  Carvw.GorerDor  of  Jersey.  Ad  abEtrftct 
of  some  material  points  In  my  diccourae  of  Newland,  which  was  presented  to  His  Majesty 
at  Bunticigiloii,  the  17th  day  of  October  1619.    lAmbelh  MSS.,  4.94,  f.  S7]. 


161] CbarterofAvitonis  [in  Utinsnd  English].    B.:U.,  Sloane  MSS. 

1619  -^—  'Belations    about    Lord   Bsllimore's   priests   retamln^  to    England  in 

September,  1619.     Southampton   Municipal  Archives. — Book  of  Jtxamitiations,  Infotnu- 
tiooB,  and  Depositions,  So.  41,  A.D.  1611-164]. 


HaymoD,  i6}a.    B.M.  MSS.,  Eg.  1S41. 

166a (Bal^more   e.   Kirkc.) — Sarrative   and  other  Papers   coEtcemiDg  New- 

foandland.    MSS.,  B.M.,  Eg.   1395.    Lettter  from  Chan.  UUt  to  John  Kii^e,  n  Laii 
Baltimore'*  Claim.     B.M.  MSS.,  139!. 

,66%  

1661.    B.M. 

■  666— L'ALSET,  H.— Articles  for  Newfoundland  fishing.    B.M.  MSS.,  54S9. 
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MANUSCEIPTS. 


?o— MATTHEWS,  John.— Atteatation  oonoerning  the  French  in  HeweoandUnd— Taking 
poasesBioDof  FlAcenti&,i7  Jiuif.i67Q.    B.M.MSS.,Eg.  iSjs. 

decluatioDS     at    Dartmouth, 


io MSS.    BceoDDE    of   the    Plnatttions    in    America— Newfoandlsod. — Ad 

Account  of  the  People  settled  on  Eaat  Coaat  of  NevroDndlaud  "  who  lire  by  catching 
fish."    B.M.  MSS. 

lo  Liat  of  lobtbitantB  in  English  ports  of  Nevfoaudlond,     B.M.  MS8.,  Add. 


elsewhere.    B.M.  MSS.,  5540. 

1697  i     i         PitperB  relating  to  Newfoundland  and  the  expedition  tor  tbe  protection 

of  tbe  fisheiiea  from  tbe  French ;  connieting  of  Official  Beports  and  Letterg  from  tbe 
Tnuisport  Office,  AdmiraJi]',  &c.,  1696-7.    B.M.  MSS.,  i54}x. 

1697 Warrants  for  Ordnance  and  Lists  of  Officers,  i6{i7-l7o5. — B.M.,  Add. 

S79S. 

1705-8 Trade  to  Newfoundland,  AocoanI  of_B.M.  B^.  M88.,  j*i. 


a  their  tights  of  fisheij  at  Newfound- 


19 Bepon  of  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Coun^l  on  the  s 

foundland  Fisbeij.     tqth  April  1719.    B.M.  MSS.,  31oxg. 


1717 Contract  for  victualling  the  Garrison  of  Flacentia,— B.M.  MSS.,  33oiS. 

1744 Appointments  of  Lieut.-Govemors  to  Forts,  1744. — B.M.  MSS.,  33019. 

■744 — AnCHMTTTT,  Bllbt. — Paper  on  the  Importance  of  Cape  BiitlOD,   situate  between 
Newfoundland   aud   N.  Scotia,  to   the  British   Nation,   10   April  1744.     B.M.  MSS., 

jj^_g Fort  WiUiam  and  Plans  of  Batteries  erected  1749.    Crown,  o»Ji.     io5. 


.i^ioogle 


BrBLtOGEAPHT,  &c. 


[17S1]— DAWSOITS  Kport  [undated]  of  Fort  of  FUoentia.    Crown,  ci 

A| 
nSS MSS.  Papers  reUting  10  Nevfoaodland.    B.M.,  Add.  iiSix. 


Add.  MSIj.,  31943. 

1766 Hemirkg  on  Lnbrttdor.— B.M.,  Add.  33,o3o,  f.  »io. 

17G6 — 'BAlfSS,  Sir  Joseph,  FJt.S.— Jul.  of  a  Tojage  to  Ifewfoondland  and  Labradw, 
April  7  to  No*.  17,  MSS.  ot  plants,  insects,  Sw.,  description  of  cod  flibery  aod  earinR 
of  fish,  both  by  Ensliah  and  French.  Alao  of  the  guite  of  St.  John's  ;  tiie  UovenimenC, 
&c.     [York  Gate  Librar;.] 

17E1*— PLAIRE,  Sienr  A.  de  la.— ^r^is  alphabetiqao  des  traites  de  Pais,  presentis  an 
Boi  ea  MSS.  par  le  sieur  Ani>i.  de  la  Piaire,  frrand  nuitre  dee  earn  et  fonds  [notes  in 
French  Oaiette,  Uarch  17,  i7Si],r.f.  4IS,  larfre  Kto.    XVtII.  century  MS.  in  Terwulte 

1786 — 6ABDNEB,  Dl.— Some  &ct8  collected  and  obeeiratlont  made  on  the  fisbeiy  and 
goremment  ot  Newfoondlaod,  by  Dr.  Gardner,  late  of  Bottoii,  in  New  BngbuuL  B.M. 
MSS.,  1 5493. 

179'— *THO]US,AaroiL— Paymasterof  H.M.S.  £curfon.  MSS.  diary  of  events  in  Neir- 
foandlaud  in  1794-5.     [In  the  possession  of  Mr.  James  Mnrraj.] 

1756  Natives  of  Newfoundland,  Specimen  of  writing  of.— B.M.,  Add,     iioM. 


iSio 'Vocabulary  of  tbelangaageof  the  Aboriginea  of  Newfbnodland.   [MS.] 

iSio.     [Royal  Institution  Library.] 

[iS34?]~BOBIir60K,  Capt  H.— Vocabulary  of  the  BeothlckUnguage.    B.M.,  USS.  Add. 
19J50. 

L  Entomology   of  Newfouodland,  iS15.     [Fiifc 


-  Draught  of  St.  John's  harbour,  with  sonndingi,  100  toiset  to  inch.    RM. 


lOOglC 


J7o3— LA  HOHTAH,  Baron.— PlanofPl«caoti»(.p.  1S4).    LaHtj-e, 
1704-— THOENTON,  J.— PliiaB  of  St.  John's,  &o.    B.M.,  8.  leo  (18). 


1709  *Fcirt  William,  Plan  o',  aa  rebuilt  by  Captain  I^tIodtui  1709.     Becords, 

B.  ofTrede,  Newfouadlaad.Ko.  6,  K.  11. 

17'4^"TAVEENEE,  CaptailL— Sun-pj  of  St,  Peters  [ci'de  Board  of  Trade  Becordij. 

i7a5 Flan  of  the  Fort  and  Castle  of  Placeolia,  and  of  the  ne<r  Fort.    B.M., 

K.  119,  100. 

■  741— BOHACHE,  P.— Port  da  rUisanee.     B.U.,  K.  118-S7.  a  and  6. 

■  745-74 Plans,  of  yarions  dates,  prepartd  for  militarr  pnruoaes.    B.M.  MSS. 

J3i3i,ll. 

I.  Proposed  fort  [Townseud],  showing  chain  rock  and  chun. 

1,  Contour  map  of  St.  John's. 

3.  Baiter;  id  be  erected  xt  Snntli  Head.     A,— AmhenC  Tower.     B.— Barbet  Batlerj. 

C. — Lon-er  Battery.     D. — Bridfje  over  gully  on  the  road  to  St.  John's, 

4.  Contoured  plan  from  Qnidi  Vidi  and  Signal  Hill  to  Fort  William  and  King's  Brid^, 

showing  proposed  bntleries  to  defend  Bignii]  Hill  Irom  Qnidi  Vidi  and  St.  John's, 
nnd  Crossfire,  with  Fort  Amherst  in  the  narrows,  bairacka  and  magaiines. 

5.  Plan  of   entrance   of   St.  John's   Harbour,  showing  the   additional   works  erectinfr, 

A.— Block  House,  on  Signal  Hill,  with  additioual  works.     B. — Batteries  on  the  south 

Eoint  of  Sigoal  Hill.  C— Battery  for  detrnce  of  narrows,  D.— Wallace's  Battery. 
L— Chnin  Kock  Battery;  Amherst's  Tower;  Frederick's  Battery.  [Note.— Two 
chaine  seem  to  have  gone  straight  across  from  Chain  Bock,  and  another  fioia  there  to 
Frederick's  UMHery.] 

6.  Entrance  of  harbour  from  Chain  Bock  Point  to  Fort  Charles  or  South  Battery,  showiiiK 

plan  for  a  gun  battery  at  Chain  Kock  Point,  alid  the  points  the  gnns  would  cover  in 
their  fire. 

7.  Beclton  of  bills  around  St.  John's;  views  of  Fort  Towneeod,  Block  Hoose,  and  Fort 

Wallace. 

8.  Plan  of  a  proposed  Palliser's  Tower  at  the  i4.  head  for  ten  a4-pounderB,  and  four  S-ineh 

howitzers,  and  garrison  (roULd  fort). 

9.  KleTation  of  proposed  Palliser  Tower. 

10.  Project  for  fortifying  Admiral's  Point  going  into  Trinity  Harbour,  October  174S, 

11.  Plan  proposed  for  fortification  of  Carbonierc  iaUnd,  by  Juo,  Cbamberlaiu,  1763. 

12.  Plan  of  pari  of  Placenlia  Barbour. 

i3.  Flan  of  Placentia.  March  I,  1774,  showing  defences  proposed  by  Lieut.  Boht.  Priogle, 

14.  Plan  of  Pen-}  land  Head  and  Cupeling  Bay. 

ti.  Phin  of  Buoy  Island  batteries  and  barracks,  by  Francis  Asa  io  tie,  1761. 

j6.  Pbn  of  Fort  Frederick,  as  ills  now.  with  the  new  additions. 

1^46 Flan  of  Carboniere  Island  in  Mr.  Brewse's  letter,  dated  St.  John's,  iS  Oct. 

1746.     B.M.,  K.  cxiz.,  109, 

"749? Trinity  Harbour.    B.M.,  K.  cxix.,  108. 

1749? Plan  of  Boys  Island,  Ferryland.    B.M.,  K.  ciii.  110. 

1749-5° 
Uoai 

'749'— DAWSOlTScolonredplanof  Town  and  Harbour  of  Placentia.     (Undated.)     B.M., 

K,  cxix.,  101. 

'749— POUBHIEIt,  A.  G,— A  coloured  plan  of  Fort  William,  and  of  the  batteries  erected  ' 
at  ihc  enCmuce  of  the  harbour  on  the  south  side,  1 749,  by  A,  G.  Fonmier,  done  by  order 
of  Captain  Baslide ;  alio  plan  of  harbour.    B.U.,  K,  cxtz.,  loS. 

/    p.  87S0.  X   X 
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690  BIBLIOGRAPHY,  &c. 

'749 A-  colouted  plan  of  Trinity'«  Httrbour,  1748,  T«oeiTBd  with  Col.  Coo^'t 

letter,  daled  i  ith  Norember  1748,  acGompaoitd  by  U^.  report  of  J.  H.  Bastide,  to  Boird 
of  Ordinince,  relating  t«  Ferryl&Dil,  CarboDiere,  and  Trinity.    JiM.,  K.  exix.,  107. 

17S1 — SXGLT,  Leonard.— Beport  made  to  Sir  Jobn  Legorier  by  Leonaid  Smelt,  enginfR' 
ID  ordinar;,  of  present  ctaie  of  fortificstioaa  at  PlHoeDtU,  what  has  been  dooe,  aiid  whti  is 
Btill  Deccsaary,  ehould  it  be  Ibought  requisile  to  proceed  ia  the  repain,  accompanied  bi 
plans,  M  November  17S1. 

i.  An  elevation  of  pultisading  of  stone-work  of  new  fott.    ii.  Plan  of  Fort  Frederick. 
ili.  Plan  of  the  New  Fort.    K.  ciii.,  101,  c.  d.  e.  f. 


1751?— Small  book  of  very  DeaUy  executed  plans.     B.M.  MS.,  xxS/S. 
loa  — Fori  Porubartruii,  Labrador. 
101— Plan  ofpart  of  St.  John's  (p.  196). 
loi— Plan  of  Carbonieie  laland  (p.  196). 
loi— Ferryiand  Head  and  Buoy  Island  (p.  196}. 
104 — Enlarged  plan  of  Buoy  Ii^nd,  with  forts,  &c. 
io5 — Plan  of  Admiral's  Point,  TrinTty  Harbour  (p.  196), 
106 — Ptan  of  Plactntia  (p.  176). 
107 — Plan  of  PlacentLi  under  Nova  Scotia,  abowiag  silariea  of  Lt-Govenonr,  &e. 

1760— B0DOER8,  Capt.  Lieut.  David,  B.A.— Plan  of  York  Harbour,  Labt«dcff,  t«kM  '■ 
August  1760  on  board  H.M.S.  Antelope.     B.M ,  Add.  140I6  a, 

1764 MS.  plan  of  Bay  of  Three  Islaitds,  taken  on  board  H.M.S.  Gnemteg,  iant 

1764,  t  ft.  7  in.  K   ift.oin.     B.M.,  Add.  17693  a. 


1764? MS.planofTorkHarbouraDdTdU'kBay.wiihiii  the  Bay  of  Three  Iiluxl^ 

B.M..  Add.  17963  b,c. 

,766 plsn  of  York  Fort,  Ubrador,  1766.    B.M.  M88.,  33»Ji,  k.k. 

1766? A  view  of  Bonn  Vista  (p.  ill),  tbe  northernmost  port  for  the  Elbe? 

(excepting  Fuego,  lately  leltled).    B.U.  HSS.  3i3S7  M. 

1798— BEENTOIT,  J.  P.— View  of  St.  John'a  (p.  374).    K.  oili.,  106. 

1799?— SKIHNBE,  CoL— Views  Cp-3i6,36o,J8i,  399).    Add.3iiJ3. 

s  of  Newfoundland  and  Latoador. 
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T.— Ei^UbIi  Pabllo  Beeords. 

The  fellowing  papers  in  the  Record  Office  have  aot  jet  been  calendared.  Ai  thej  will  be 
diffvreati;  armojced  when  printed,  no  attempt  ha«  been  made  throoghout  the  History  to  refer 
to  them  specifically.  Reeorde  ap  to  tS7t  are  incladed  in  Mr.  Ooorge  SainBbarj'B  ColoniBi 
Papers  or  in  the  Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Sic. 

So.  lo.— 171S  to  1730— O. 

No.  M.— i73oto  17JS— O.    Govcnior 

George  Clinton. 
No.  II.— 1735  to  1740— P.     Governor 

Edward  Falkingham- 
No.  1 3.— 171910  1741— P.   Goremora 

FitzToj  Hear;  Lee,  Philip  Vanbnigh, 


1671. 


-1613  ti 


Colonial  Entry  Bnoki,  No.  66.-1677. 

America  and  Westlndieg.N'o.  }i. — 1706, 
OcL  11,  to  1745,  Dec.  6.— GoTcrnora  Crowe, 
Gledhill,  Oiboume.  Clinton,  &c. 

America  and  West  Indies,  No.  33. — 1748, 
June  9,  to  17SZ,  Jan.  11. — LieuL- Governor 
Hamilton,  Governors  BradMreet,  Drake, 
Bodnej,  &c. 

America  and  West  Indies,  No.  570.— 


Chitrlea  Watson,  G.  Brydgei  Rodney. 

No.  1 5. — I7ii  I017S7 — Q.    Governors 

Francis   W.  Drake,  Hugh  Bonfoy, 


710. 

0               j> 

America  and  West  Indies,  No.  571. — 1711 

No,  .6.-17S7  to  1760- 

-B.   OoTemor 

760. 

Richard  Edwards. 

Board  of  Trale:— 

No.  1J.-1730  to  1760— Misc.  papers. 

No.    3.-165610  1699— A.  B. 

No.  =5.-1696  to  1701- 

-Entry  Book  A. 

No.    4.— i699toi7o3— €.  D.  E. 

No.  16.— 1701  to  170S 

..        ,.    B- 

No.    5.— 1703  to  1706— F.  G.  H. 

No.  17. — 170S  to  170S 

,,        .,    C. 

Ho.    6— 1706I01710--I.  K. 

No.  iB.— 1708  toi7iS 

..    D. 

No.    7.— i7ioto  t7lS— L. 

No.  19.— 1715  to  1719 

»        .,    E. 

No.    8.— 171SI0  1710— M. 

No.  3o.— 1719  to  1741 

.,        ..    F. 

No.   9.— 1710101715— N.    Go»eroor 

Ko.  3i.— 1741  to  1760 

..     «  a 

Gteahill. 

TL— Kflwfonndland  Baeords  and  Newspapen. 


The  moat  interesting  of  the  Newfound- 
land manuscripts  are  the  records  kept  by  the 
Admiral  GoTernors.  They  contain  very  full 
details  OD  the  naval,  military,  legal,  and 
diplomatic  subjects  of  the  vsriou*  years.  The 
present  series  begius  with  Governor  Rodney's 
administration,  1749.  There  are  traces  of 
anterior  records  from  Osborne's  time,  but  all 
have  disappeared.  From  1749  the  series  is 
complete,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
years  at  the  close  of  the  leihcenlury.  There 
are  most  complete  statistics  of  the  exports 
and  import*  of  the  Colony,  floating  and 
resident  population,  &c. 


There  are  also  incomplete  records  of  the 
Snrrogale  Courts,  particularly  of  Harbour 
Grace,  Placentia,  and  FerrjUnd.  Records  of 
the  S;upreme  Court,  begun  in  1791,  are  not 
complete  ;  Ere,  damp,  and  gross  neglect  has 
made  sod  bsvoc  with  these  invaluable  papers, 
—Mr.  J.  W.  Withers  posHeSses  a  complete 
file  of  the  Newfoundland  Royal  Gazeite, 
from  1S09,  with  the  original  list  of  subscribers. 
Filet  of  all  the  local  papers  are  kept  in 
the  Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  and  in  the 
Legislative  Library.  They  are  Mrly  com- 
plete. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 


STATISTICS,  CLIMATE,  SOIL,  TIMBER,  MINES,  MtXERAlS, 
SPORT,  AXD  GAME  LAWS. 
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im— Imports,  1813-1819. 
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XXZII.  —  Bsrenue  and  Expenditure 
prior  to  tte  introdnction  of 
Bepreeentative  OoTenunent. 
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CLIMATE,  SOIL,   MINERALS,  lie. 


ZZZV.— Climate  and  Soil.- 

There  has  been  a  fierce  coutroversy  waged 
over  the  climate  nod  Boil  of  our  island.  1  am 
not  writing  a  GoTeramtQl  guide-book,  and  I 
therefore  state  definite!;  that  Neu-fiiuTidlHDd 
dnei  not  rejoice  in  (be  balm;  airs  of  California, 
and  bet  suil  ia  aot  equal  to  the  blactc  loam  of 
Uanitoba.  On  the  other  hand,  old  Terra 
NoTa  is  not  a  barren  waele  aod  boirling 
vihlemeBa,  aod  her  temperatare  is  bj  no 
meaiM  arotie.  On  tbe  east  eoasi,  where  there 
ha*  been  the  earliest  aeitlement  and  moet 
onltiration,  tbe  earth  is  freqaenlly  thin,  with 
nnderlying  gnivel.  Ilile  luuurally  poor  soil 
ia  wonderfally  productive,  grasgea  and  all 
Tegetablea  grow  with  astonieliiog  quickness. 
ConnoieteurH  declare  that  the  Newfnnadland 
peas,  beans,  turnips,  potatoes,  cabbage,  and 
Muliflower,  are  tbe  sweetest  and  the  richest 
they  have  ever  lasted.  Wheat  has  been 
ripened  over  and  over  again  ;  barley,  cats,  and 
all  leguminons  planlH  come  Co  perfeetiou.  The 
greatest  draiibBck  to  our  climate  is  the  lardy 
and  uncertain  spring,  caused  by  the  prcseoce 
of  ice  on  the  coast.  The  summer  is  always 
delightful,  and,  eicept  in  the  eilrenie  north 
of  the  island,  there  is  gcneiali;  no  severe 
weather  before  ChriBtmas.  Durino  tbe  winter, 
when  the  cold  is  much  less  severe  than  either 
in  Canada  or  Maine,  there  are  a  fen  very 
extreme  days,  and  a  few  snowstorms,  but 
very  seldom  a  continued  hard  frost.  We  are 
quite  free  from  the  violent  thunderstorms  and 
tornadoes  that  devastate  other  countries.  We 
have  no  venomous  reptiles.  The  haidy,  robust 
appearance  of  our  stalivart  fishermen,  the 
blooming  compleiiona  of  our  girle,  all  bear 
testimony  to  ibe  healthiness  of  our  sea- girl  isle. 
On  the  west  coatit,  after  Cape  Ray  is  turned, 
there  is  some  excellent  land  about  tbe  Codroy 
Valleys  and  St.  George's  Bay ;  with  the  rudest 
and  most  primitive  farming  fine  crops  are 
nused.  That  a  large  portion  of  Newfound- 
land is  rocky  and  barren  h  untottuoately  too 
true ;  both  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick, 
Maine,  and  CanadB,  also  contain  some  of  tbe 
moat  barren  and  sterile  soil  in  tbe  world. 
Our  country  has  been  condemned  because  the 
rocky  and  sterile  part",  tbe  hauuts  of  the  deer- 
■talker,  are  Itnowo,  whilst  large  porlioDS  of 
tbe  good  Koil  lies  up  river  valleys  and  amidst 
forfsls,  mostly  unexplored  and  unkoown 
except  to  the  surre;'or  and  the  lumberer. 
Kewfoundland  contains  mnny  fine  sirelchcs 
of  gmiing  land.  Even  about  tbe  compara- 
tively shallow  soil  of  Avalon  cattle  nnd 
sheep  become  wonderfully  tat  and  flourish- 
JDg.  The  truth  about  tbe  country  lies 
between  the  pictnresciue  enthusiasm  of  our 
own  irriters  and  the  fierce  depreciation  of 
tome  Knglish  and  American  Iravellers,  who, 
from  huly  observation  of  the  most  unfuvour- 
khle  portions,  have  cursed  the  whole  country. 

XXXTI— Timber. 
Whatever  questions  may  arise  about  our 
•oil,  there  can  be  no  question  about  our  fbrest 


wealth;  the  best  answer  to  all  our  detractors 
is  the  price  ot  our  pine  Iiunber  in  London, 
Newfoundland  jreliow  pine  fetching  the  very 

highest  price  in  that  market.  Tbe  principal 
yarieiies  of  our  forest  timber  are  : — 

White  Fine,  Yellow  or  Bed  Pine,  Scrub 
Pine,  Black  Spruce,  While  Spruce,  Red  Spruce, 
Fir,  called  here  Vari  Larch,  called  Hackma- 
tack in  New  Brunswick,  Tamarack  \a  Canada, 
and   very  erroneousty  Juniper  in  Neivfound- 

White  Birch.  Yellow  Ktth,  called  WiuA- 
faaad ;  Black  Biroh,  Low  nd  Alpine  Srehes, 

two  inferior  varieties. 

White  Aah,  Black  Ash,  Mountain  Ash  or 
Kowan  Tree,  called  here  Dogwood. 

Balsam  Poplar  or  Balm  of  Gilead,  Aapou 
Poplar. 

Willow  in  sevenl  varieties,  Alders,  Choke, 
and  Wild  Cherry. 

XXZTII.— Kineg  aad  Minerals, 

The  mineral  wealth  of  Newfoundland  has 
only  been  developed  very  partially.  Large 
deposits  of  C0[jper  have  been  found  principallr 
in  Natre  Dame  Bay.  Whilst  so  much  of  the 
country  is  unsurveyed,  it  is  only  reaaonable  to 
suppose  that  there  is  much  latent  wealth  over 
a  wide  and  unknown  area,  displaying  much 
the  same  geological  formation  as  Tilt  Cove 
and  Bett's  Cove  Mines.  Every  facility  is 
given  to  explorers ;  licence  fees  to  secure  a 
Urge  mining  area  are  only  ^(20.  Valuable 
information  can  be  obtained  on  the  subject  of 


following  account  is  taheu  principally  from 
Mr.  Howley's  Geography. 

The  metals  and  economic  minerals  known 
to  exist  in  Newfoundland  »re  as  follows : — 
Gold,  found  onljr  in  traces  in  quartz  veins, 
and  associated  with  iron  ore ;  native  stiver  is 
foimd  in  Fortnue  Bay.  Silver,  associated 
with  galena  ;  nickel  ores,  vii.,  copper  nickel, 
cloamhile,  and  millerice.  Copper  in  various 
forms,  vii.,  native  copper,  vanegated  copper 
ore,  grey  and  yellow  sulphorets,  copper  py- 
rites, &c.  i  galena,  or  sulphuret  of  laid  i  gni- 
phile,  ot  plumbago  ;  molybdenum.  Iron  ores 
in  great  variely,  vii.,  magnetic,  chromic, 
specular,  in>n  pyrites,  or  sulphuret  of  iron. 
iron  sand,  haimatite,  vivianite,  or  phosphate 
of  iron ;  manganese  and  zincblende,  coal,  and 
several  other  less  important  minerals.  Vari- 
ous other  important  substances,  such  as 
maibles.  white,  bhick,  and  variegated,  lime- 
stone in  abundance,  barytes,  gyp-um,  shell 
marl,  kaolin  clay,  brick  clays,  roofing  slates, 
granites,  sycniies,  serpen  lines,  sandstones, 
whetstones,  steatite,  asbeiilofl.  petroleum,  Sic, 
and  many  others.  The  following  are  the  loca- 
lities where  the  more  important  of  these  sub- 
stances have  been  fouud.  Copper  ores,  at 
Shoal  Bay,  south  of  St.  John's,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  St.  John's  Town ;  at  Holyruod, 
Turk's  Uut.  and  Crow's  Gulch,  in  Conccpliou 
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Baj  ;  at  Tickle  Harbour,  and  heftd  of  Raodnm 
Sound,  fn  Trioitj  Baj;  at  Pit  Sound  Isluid 
and  Bloody  Baj,  Booarigta  Baj ;  at  TwiUia- 
KBte  Itland,  Trump  laland.  Nev  Baj  Heftd, 
Pilley'a  Islsnd,  Sunday  Cove  Itland,  Three 
Arms,  Green  Bay,  Burton's  Pond,  Bett'a  Cove 
and  Tilt  Core,  'in  the  Great  Bay  of  NAtre 
Dnme.  In  Mings  Bight,  Bay  Vert,  or  Little 
Bay  ;  on  Gn^ais  Iflland,  in  St.  Jnlien  Harboar, 
in  OoOM  Core  and  Hove  Harbour,  Hare  Bay ; 
in- Si.  Mary'i  Ba^.  At  Placentia  Harbotir, 
and  La  Mancbe,  in  Flaceutia  Bay;  at  Ben- 
noilx  Brook,  Lewis  Brook,  and  Serpentine 
Itirer,  PorUi-Port  Bay,  and  MTeral  other 
localities. 

Lead  is  known  to  ttiist  near  St.  John's 
Harboar;  in  Conception  Bay,  Trinity  Bay, 
St.  Mary's  Bay,  Placentia  Bay,  principaJly  at 
La  Mancbe  ;  in  Fortune  Bay,  Bay  Despair,  on 
the  nest  eoa»t,  at  Red  Rocka,  near  Cape  Ray  ; 
in  Eaatand  West  Bays,  PortH-Porl,  and  other 
parts  of  Pnrt4-fort  PeninsulH,  besides  various 
other  locatilieB.  Iron  ores  are  foood  on  erery 
viile  of  the  island,  and  in  all  the  bays.  A 
valuable  supply  of  the  finest  ore  is  non  being 
worked  by  a  Nova  Scotia  CumpaTiyat  Belle  Isle, 
Conception  Bay.  Nickel  is  almost  iovariably 
found  in  the  serpentines  }  bat  has  only  been 
developed  in  worknble  quantity  at  the  Union 
Mine,  Till  Cove.  Coal,  as  already  mentioned, 
in  St.  George's  Bay.  It  is  stated  to  exist  in 
workable  setim.',  but  its  coniinercial  value  baa 
not  yet  been  fully  ascertained ;  same  of  ihe 
seams  are  on  the  uev  line  of  rulway,  and  will 
be  opened  up  by  the  Cnnstraction  Company. 
Petroleam,  in  I'ort-i-Port  Buys,  at  Ciiw  Hrad, 
and  Cape  Rou^e  Peninsula ;  gypsam,  in  im- 
meiue  volume  in  St.  George's  Bay,  and  at 
Great  Codroy  River.  Excellent  ruoflng  slates 
iu  Smith's  Sound,  and  on  Random  Islsnd, 
Trinity  Bay ;  white  and  variegated  marbles 
at  tb«  moath  of  the  Uuinber  River,  at  Canada 
Bay,  and  other  plsees.  An  immense  deposit 
of  asbestos  is  now  being  worked  very  snceess- 
fully  by  a  company  on  the  west  coaat.  Build- 
ing stones  of  every  description  and  flood 
quality,  limeslones,  Ac,  are  found  in  vast 
profusion  at  many  parts  of  the  island,  the 
latter  especially  on  the  north-eastern  and 
western  shores.  There  are  only  a  few  places 
inhere  the  more  laloable  ores  were  worked  to 
any  extent  to  lia,  vii.,  at  the  Union  Mine, 
Till  Cove,  and  at  Rett's  Cove  and  Little  Bay, 
I4Atre  Uame  Bay.  Al  the  former  nickel  and 
copper  are  mined  to  a  large  eileot ;  st  the 
latter,  only  copper  as  yet.  Lead  has  been 
worked  at  La  Uaoehe  Mine,  Placentia  Bay, 
«nd  at  Lead  Core,  PoK-i-Fort  Boy. 

XXZVIIL^Sport 

As  a  sporting  country  Newfoundland  has 
no  rival  in  North  Americi.  Hie  whole  interior 
of  the  island,  unvisiled  by  man,  is  the  home 
of  immense  herds  of  Cariboo  (  Cm-as  TVimn- 
ift*),  a  species  of  reindeer  peculiar  to  this 
Colony.     Soon  after  the  birth  of  their  young. 


in  the  spring,  the  Cariboo  herds  miifmte  noTtb 
and  return  again  to  the  milder  southern  coast 
in  the  autumn ;  many  deer  also  remain  in  the 
woodlands  about  the  Gander  Biver  tuid  other 
northern  streams  nil  the  winter.  Tkroughont 
the  interior  the  deer-paths  abound,  even  the 
rtones  in  places  are  worn  smooth  by  the  count- 
less herds  who  have  been  making  tht^ir  pilfcrim- 
age  through  endless  years.  At  some  placea 
iBkeoandstreamslieaerosstheirlnck.  At  one 
of  these  crossing  phu:es.  Gander  Lake,  fifteen 
hundred  deer,  so  Garrett  Selly  iuformcd  some 
tourists  lately,  had  been  killed ;  his  original 
statement  tn  m«  was  seven  hundred.  The 
very  best  deer  grounds  in  the  island  can  now 
be  reocbed  quite  easily  by  the  new  railway  or 
by  coastal  boats,  north  and  south.  With 
camp  and  canoe,  the  deer-stalker  can  be  tranv- 
porled  in  a  few  hours  to  gronnds  that  for- 
merly could  only  be  reached  by  three  and 
four  days,  often  a  week,  of  most  laborious 
toil  and  travel.  Deer^stalking,  the  sport  of 
princes  Id  Europe,  the  common  occupation  of 
Newfoundland  fishermen,  requires  endurance, 
nerve,  and  etraiaht  shooting ;  with  iheRe  qiinliii- 
catiiinsand sufficient leiFure, nowhere  in  North 
Amenca  can  better  sport  he  obtained.  Grouse- 
shooting  cornea  next  to  deer-statking  iu  the 
Terra-Novian  sporting  bill  of  fare,andi9  a  most 
foscinnting,  health-giving  amusement.  Whilst 
the  (Mst  deer-stalk infT  is  at  the  nonh  and  west, 
by  far  the  most  extensive  moore  and  the 
largest  number  of  broods  are  found  in  the 
south-east  part  of  the  island,  Avslon  Pouiu- 
suU,  St.  Mary's,  and  Placentia  Bay.  The 
local  game  laws  are  well  observed,  and  by  the 
lAth  September  gronse  are  generally  to  be 
found  in  fair  numlwra ;  even  around  St.  Jtdrn's, 
ten  or  a  doien  miles  from  the  capital,  bag* 
of  eight  and  ten  brace  ore  made  on  the 
first  day  by  good  shots  and  hard  walkers.  For 
successful  grouse -shooting,  next  to  straight 
powder,  the  most  important  factor  is  a  well- 
treined  setter;  with  these  concomitants  and  fine 
weather,  a  good  Newfouodlaud  barrens  affords 

SloriouB  sport.  Ihave  heard  Admiral  Kennedy, 
;.N.,  a  very  prince  amongst  shooters,  declare 
that  he  prefomrd  the  wild  shouting  in  New- 
foundland to  any  other  sport  b  the  world. 
To  ensure  suoeesa  a  knowledge  of  the  habits 
of  yonr  gome  is  also  essential.  The  grouiw, 
a  semi-arctic  bird,  takes  no  heed  of  cold,  bet 
is  extremely  sensitive  to  wet  and  north-east 
winds ;  in  fogs  they  are  found  on  the  highest 
Bod  barest  rocks,  always,  as  the  fishermen 
say,  "  standing,"  on  the  alert,  hard  to  get  at 
There  are  two  distinct  species  of  grouse, 
the  Willow  Grouse  (Telrao  saliceMmf), 
and  ihe  true  Ptarmigan,  known  amongst 
the  BsbermeD  as  the  rock  partridge  i  tliis 
latter  bird  is  found  on  the  higbest  and 
barest  hills,  west  of  Fortune  Bay.  It  is 
entirely  unknown  on  Ihe  east  coast,  where 
the  Willow  Grouse,  the  great  sporting  bird 
of  Newfoundland,  is  most  abandant.  Besides 
grouse,  there  are  geese,  ducks,  and  snipe,  &c. 
Salmon  fishing  has  been  specisily  good  during 
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the  ienvon  of  IS94  i  one  commuidei  killed 
thirtj  fiiir^ied  snlmon  BQd  grilse  for  hie  own 

•baodknl  than  salmon  in  some  Htreams  ;  (hey 
run  RDiall,  from  k  ^  pnund  to  3  ponoda, 
bat  in  all  the  )[ood  riTere,  both. north  und 
■outh.  the  average  in  from  I  lb.  to  8^  Ibi.  I 
have  never  iieeD  a  srit  trout  ovec  6  1b«., 
though  I  undtretnad  thej  run  much  larger  at 
Tiabrador,  up  to  T  Ibe.  Browu  and  fresb-waler 
troot  are  of  all  wxes,  and  oiBrvellously  abun- 
dant. Itecentl  J  ninbow  trout  and  Loch  Levens 
bare  been  introduced  :  many  of  these  fi»h 
vere.csnght  this  Masou  near  St.  John's  weigh- 
iofT  4  lbs.  10  b  lbs.,  and  one  Sj  Iba.  (a  beautiful 
fiali).  'Ihe  American  ot  blue  borr,  as  it  is 
known  in  Scollsnd,  isoitreordinarily  Bbundant. 
The  large  arctic  bare  is  common,  but  never  in 
large  numbers.  Our  local  natural  history  is 
Tcry  ioccmplete.  A  goDd  oatalogue  of  in- 
digenous plants  lias  bten  made  by  the  Hev. 
Mr.  Waghome.  The  one  and  only  list  of 
birds  wax  made  by  Mr.  Henry  Reeke,  F.L.S., 
and  published  in  the  Omilhofagitl ;  it  applies 
more  especially  to  the  west  coast  of  the  island. 
Valuable  notes  on  Nevfbundlaod  ttatural 
history  were  also  made  by  Philip  H.  Gosse, 
lint  have  not  teen  pubtiiJied. 


Game  L%wb  of  Hflwfoiuidlaii&. 

For  Willow  Gboobb,  localij  named  partridge, 
and  other  vaKetiea  of  ji^uiw  and  ens  of  sami', 
close  time  bwina  lith  Jauuarj,  ends  Istb  Seplaiu- 
her;  birdi.  tiawever,  ma;  be  sold  up  to  Hui 
January,  provided  ttiej  are  ahot  ia  seaecm. 

CcKiBW,    Plovbh,    Sbifb,  or    other    wild   or 


Cariboo,   cIom  tlaie  IHh   Pabruu?   to   istl 
Ssiitember. 

HoosK  or  Ble  (imported),  clcae  lime  10  jtat 
hom  IBt  January  1880. 

April  toll 


Rabbits  and  Habes,  ol»e  timu  1st  Harcb  to 
leUi  a«ptember. 

HaluOn,  clOss  time  from  11th  S«plenih<r  to 
30th  April. 

Tbout.  tsnd.lacked  salmon  and  other  freah  water 
flah  not  to  be  takeu  in  any  lake,  rifer,  or  strrtm, 
betweau  15th  September  and  3lst  December. 

Casibod.     A^oet.— Licence  ii  n.quired    by  non. 

Ibne  dues  can  l»  killed  by  each  hportBman.  'i'hu 
licences  are  Kranted  by  Juattcee  of  the  Peace  and 
Custoiii  Houae  officers  in  ttie  lurm  prrscrlbed  by 
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394. 
Greeiispond.  SMI.  StS,  37H.  3S3. 


renlell.  W.  T,.  im,  WS,  BI4-I116. 
rey.t'apl.,  4»». 
rieve,  — ,  *ffi. 

W„  4S3. 4«8. 

pui-trait  of,  493. 
V.,&Co.,460.4ti3. 
W.B.,33U,  604. 014, 615,0(1 

portrait  o(.  a" 


Harqii>%  V.  ie.ai. 
Hamhan,  P..  S73. 

" — 'pinA'ape.  itOa.HI 


IT.  017. 


.olEion.271. 


Kev."  j..  iffi" 
Harrison,  Cape,  610,  U17. 


Gilbert,  *._. 
Harri»e,  M.,  17. 

Brook,  m. 
Harvey, —,  347.4111. 

{ liunscoiabo  Bud).3»7,  H 

A.  J..  527. 

A.  W_  504.  529,  S31.  530 

portrait  of,  501, 


:ir  J.,  4111. 456,  4S7. 430,  4Sg. 
porln.it  ol,  «fl. 
departure  of.  Ml. 


Hatch,  Capt..  253. 

Uallcii.— .SM. 
Haven.  Jans,  33j.  504. 
Hawke.Sirl{..3U3. 

Harbour.  017. 
Hawker, -.817. 
Hayes,  — .  67. 

narrative.  S3, 70. 


vGooole 


.   HMbb,    Jt    Proton,    M8. 


sri,"-iL':^r'"'^- 

H 

liters  iol'wi  wo 

'u"^s3.'ir' "'•'"■ 

Hani,  John,  IBS. 

IradeloUbrador.W 

Hearn  A  Co..  [K7. 

II 

nlinKdon,  Round,  view  of,  «H. 

Ueart'i  Content,  1^. 

Irhin^'x  tit)o,  S3;. 

1>iiidti.i;r.ble.A«i. 

(i«,.,ffl4.aw. 

Wedonl  horriiitc  ci>t,  403. 

Di.]ijilil.BS1. 

leller  to,  about  erection    of 

fi.her™!n,4al. 

Ilebron.  CSS.  SIS. 

iradewitblivlatuLSM. 

Hemniinir.Johi..3UI. 

0.  ArsAasi. 

Hendenion  (Gi.borai!  iiid),  BaB. 

H..!M.«6S. 

Hendf.—  ui. 

K..iunr„Lt.,IftL 

tnul<'rn>m  Ireland,  SU. 

HenlMT  Harbour,  Ml.  .110,  fll7, 
Iiiiuid,  vi«wo(,64. 

B..sbl. 

trade,  SIM. 

Huiford.  II..3III. 

■Iiiw  from  Ireland,  aw, 
Patjuer's  treat  mmt  ot  SiS. 

Hennesiwy,  M.,  S91. 

HeDnomr.-.BIZ. 

treatment  of.  Oi. 

w.,»n. 

CalholiMppr«cnted,KI3. 

WLIIiam.' attack  on,  »74 

iiiUAbi«iiS).6w.jai. 

!c 

CartwriRlitVlrGatmenlor.Si^ 

trade  7. 

CShs,^^ 

il1'i.Charltw,  letter,  IM, 

fishery.  16,25. 

John,  sat. 

phromcIeH,  e87. 

in  1814-11, 4»t. 

J._*Co^*l». 

meet  takimo.UI. 

n 

ck.  610. 

40<C 

0'ConneII,D.,4iS. 

Ilnrbour,  Labrador,  wrs,  SIO, 


044. 

InKliH,  Buihop,e3£. 

Walerford,  201,  800,  2W.  34J. 

Iiiirraui,ltev.v.(l7. 

404.588. 

IildiaOo..  Eaat.lSN. 

Weiford.  430. 

Madtt^flW. 

Iron  Bound  I.Und,  010, 

«. 

St  rarid.  Labrador,  BOt 

nietlioU.s''ur  uartarr.  £11. 

Island  Cove,  262. 

Blleinpl    to   murder   Kowtj-, 

Islnnds.  Buy  ol.  640,549.  5(11. 
railw./to,(t»l. 

d(«:ripliotio(,(B9. 

71.  Uli. 

Breton,  JMi. 

herrini  flsiiirj,  SJO. 
view  0^  030. 

A1icniiqui>.  HO,  Mt. 

AUonquinB,  501. 

lele«r»phio,8S». 

Hal}',  Gailipoli,  8U. 

CHniida,nAt.iicsor,0(>. 

Geiwa.^ 

Cnralitx.SSI. 

UioHs(u.Wl. 

Venice,  view  of.  7. 

olin's,  m. 

wtitmK.m. 

Florence,  Duke  of,  128. 

How,  ft|,4«0. 

'mnt  to  rearh 

oribeillic.18. 

ineur=.K.rn.i»,fltl. 

mention  of.  SiiO. 

Jac)imwri<ramilT.4ili. 

Holton.  810, 817. 

Fnliehdcaiinm  with. SOI. 

Jackaoii.  Rer.  John.  Wi. 

HolTrood,  S43,  MS,  4a<<.  ai». 
trade  to  Labrador,  .loa. 

1m.,  of  TrepBne?.  318. 

battle  Bt  I'orteaii.W 

W.ofFerrjland,301. 

Hooper,  W..4S1,6M. 

portrait  uf  0  modem,  IWIL 

—,651. 

Hoporiale.  59(1.(110. 817,  (118. 

Naacopeei..mi. 

Jacob,  Cm\>t.,  Duteh  pirate,  103. 

7>eep8e»Hi»iiona(.604. 

U(!«im«i™ol.(ie5, 

Jahan,  F..  SS-V 

a:Kr»ri""' 

J,-nkin..J.,301. 

Jerrilt,  G..  817- 

Hopwood.P.8,(i04. 

INLIBB,    Wkst,    earlj    Eintllxh 

Jervoia.  Great.  408. 

Ho^nminSii^'siS. 

trade  to.  41. 
lrade.£ll.3W,3H. 

Job  B™.  a  Co..  400,  4W,  Si4, 527. 
(.01,  tint,  BIO,  017. 

Uorwood,  John.  SOB. 

planters,  am. 

Udj.  Harbour.  007. 

Un.,Sua. 

Aiimiilia.  SIV. 

B..450. 

ESSrltXTftS.. 

Biihamas.  les. 

H^I(.,B58. 

Uurbadoca,  153, 205. 

T.  B..  4S0.  004. 

Howlan,  Lt.  .Governor,  391, 

Dr'uieniiv.  WO,  467. 

Hovorth,  Ca|>t.  W.,  GDI. 

T,T'^i«^it"'r;6oa. 

"",'•}■««;,„«.„... 

W.C.,(I14,016. 

Jimnica,  18.' 

Jobs,  firm  or.  207. 

R..*10. 

?"&"•&,«,. 

JolianoU  H„  WS. 

Hoyrdaneharter,  1. 

Joh>ii.lon,J.,6Ba. 

Hojle*.  Sir  Hugh.  !ST.  SM.  400, 

Kt.  l>om>nKo.S72. 

440,  467.485,  488,  4-4.   M1.4(W, 

81.  Kills.  100. 

«+,«66,66».8ft4. 

Si.  Martio.  2.17. 

Joli,  Mount.  410. 

portrait  of.  48S. 

h.W,3»3.  424,  «l,  1M,  RSil, 

Jbish  at  Uncentio.  2S8. 

""5^'s?Sbr 

prisoner,  enter  Prencb  «er- 

804. 

vice,2ilS. 

Ber.  John,  IBS,  OtS. 

Bortrttt  of,  at. 
Hnddle,J..30l. 

ontbe^AaniMfl.SMI. 
at  St.  Julian's.  !Sa. 

Hloefi.hi^M  Bt.  Pierre,  77, 

BuKbia.  Citpi..  £47. 

at  Little  Plactntia,  SIfi. 

Thomaa,  161. 

.i^ioogle 


Jocdon,  J.  A.,  ea 
Joyce,  — ,  6m. 
Bros.,  «17, 
Jiwsler-g  Cove, ! 


Kvin  W.,ea9. 

lamilv.  *ii. 
Kateoi,  Ulrluel.  £»t. 
KBl»a,  J.,  SOI. 
Kavanagfi.  J.,  !t!T,iiUk 
Kettn,  A.,  TSl. 
Kwrney,  M.,  721. 
Keats,  bir  R,  O.,  388. 40S,  fiOI. 

Caraon'«  attack  on.  S»7, 

Invea  XewlDundJand,  4ni. 

port™itol,S87. 
KcBra,  W.,  37S. 
Krela,  St).  liSI. 
Kenn.  WilliBin,  US,  270.  SSt,  28i«, 


murder,  292. 
wh.rt.  29*.  410. 
property,  aiis. 


boiue,  314. 

KennawBy  o.  Noble.  OBS. 
Keiiuton;Mr.,ail. 
Kent.  John,  *04, 42»,  *M,  *S1,  MJ, 
««,  ME,  «UI.  «7,  404,  46^  4i;; 
474,  W7, 164. 

portrHltor.484. 

1.  uid  I.,  180. 

B.  J.,  ess. 
KeoiiRh.  P.,  429,  4S1, 432. 8U1. 
Keppel  Harbour,  U7. 
K>>rT  (McBride  ».  UN,  4no. 
Kickkertaksooh  Islaiula.  807. 
Klell;.  Dr.  B.,  444. 447,  4M. 

pcvtnit  or.  4)0. 
Kiiie«lr,  -,  617. 
KiuE.  Idmira).  367. 

ukM  St.  Pierre,  871. 


D..  sn.  381. 

Blcliani,  282. 

Kinc>  Cove,  30,  5i 


179.  toy  641. 
clisrtw.  142. 143. 
lortiflc«(ionB,  207. 
house,  27B. 
account  of  murder  of  French 

flshennen.  G92. 
Oeorgf,  ISS,  187, 178,  IB*. 

KiMioner,  —.817. 
KitcheD,  W.,  328. 


BBlDOB-COaf. 

Iiesdinic  tick  lis,  279. 

PitfshKboiir,8!7. 

Le.ite.BirJohn,18*,246,B6». 

Eiri  *i.  S27. 

portrait  of.  246. 

pliinofFortTork.S37. 
BnKlish     Irading    ports    in. 

LeaJlnin.J..864.«8*. 

«chraere.N.«53. 

328. 

.eCroc.8.M. 

Hew  BnEliud,  328. 

AGeft.P.c..38a.6u. 

MiBeiBdlo  Gonad*,  828. 

<Cr»ndal«,  Mr..«60.ll81. 

.eilh'B,  Charles,  tov»«b,  78. 

NeirBDitiniidergat.  336. 

BeY.J.,41l. 

joined  to  Xe-foundland,  SS4. 

LeMarch«i.l.SirJ.G.46a. 

justice  lor,  303. 

deparlure  of.  461. 

K«iVi.ito[.4S2. 
Le  ficsKurinr.  H..  404. 

AnioricanriKhl-,410. 

H,junr..6fl5. 

P.,  209. 433. 

?nil";rS3'i"ionin.422. 

Leiuoine,  A..  OSJ.  USB,  982. 

French  lo  hnve  a  nonouiTent 

Le  Moinne,  J.,  Bta. 

right  in  flshwy.  472. 

.cndoo,  A.,301. 

ltaleoriS«1.488. 

*  Nourj.  Baron  E.,  Ml. 

ongin  of  the  name,  S90. 
Batimo   emigTBte   to  Gi'een- 

«SouYcc.  c.saa. 

L6pomelle,Y„3ii(, 

tand,=Hi.    '^ 

Lerou.,  B..IHa.BW,668. 

Moravian  mission,  594. 

e  Boy's  vhrononieter.  96B, 

number    of    Moravian    niii- 

Lescarbol'>.  M.,  deicrlptlon  of 

aionnrieR.EOS. 

Levim.  ii.,  MO. 

EngUBh'fl'shBiV,  SB7. 

I/Hermite,  M.,  t8ii. 

l,ill,ume.Lt..224. 

the  voyage  ol  the  "  Hunler." 

603. 
medical    aid  for   Labrador, 

603. 
Bognnon's  Bill  lo  regulate  the 

psBseuKer  CralBe  to,  603. 
Uviera.  licirs  o(,  OOt. 
Deep  Sea  Mission,  804. 
description  of   the  coast   ol. 

wiDt«r  post.  807. 

Kreen  flahers,  viev  of,  608. 

vL-iied  hy  Amerieans.  810. 


Lilly,  Capt,  »,.  SS2. 303. 8M.  flU. 
Lilly,  Geone  Judge,  348.  382.  411 
439.  4M.  686,  063, 

Geonte.junr„548. 


s.  ISO),  017, 

ue  collected  at.  653, 


telegraph  to 
andgren.Capt 


Link  later,  Capt.,  332, 

Lioii'a  l>ea,  439. 
Little,  G.,  381. 

Judge,  t.  L.  164,  Sid,  1360, 86 
88«, 

Srtrait  of,  GIS. 
.,87- 


telegraph  to,  639. 

River,  vinw  of.  534. 
Litilehury.  John.  181. 
LiviiiBSlon,  — ,3S2.6B8. 
Llovd.  Major,  217,  248,   216,  2t>H, 
269,270. 

re-appointmeut.  216. 

persecution  of  Jacksop,  2ES. 

indietment.  2M. 

death  ol.  279. 
Loch.  Capt.'i.  report  on  btut,  478. 
Logy  Bay,  view  of.  lo. 
Long,  A..  393. 

Pond,  view  or.  326, 

Island.  Labrador.  610. 

Tickle.  «I0. 
Letter's  niui.  27u. 
X/ouihlan,  Churl  es,  4SG. 
Lovelaoe^  Dudley,  197. 


Ludwig,  J„  31 


LiBRADOB  flahery,  28. 

BaKqos  fleet  Innen  op.  47. 
PalliMT's  Inteiest  In.  314, 


end,  CBpl..'249.24 
Bete,  flsbing  at,  S7 


Lawiance,  Governor,  t«7. 
Lawrence,— ,817, 
lAWrie,  Lt.,  niiirder  of,  634. 


Mabb,  Edward,  149. 
Mar™™v.L.,4ii5, 
MacKay,  A,  M,.  4M,  4BR,  316, 6! 
838,  Ml,  643,  OtR. 

s!,  482, 498!  6Se,'  68G. 
MacKenite,  —,  41B,  414, 

HaoNamara.  A,  181. 


,Goosle 


HtlU,  Labndnr.lHa. 
MancriDir.HlrH.lOl. 
Manninc  CoiisUble.  SiS 
Hannock  '9  Island.  010. 
MuiHtldd,  Ann,  IM. 


P.  texwIlier.M. 


J.  D».  B' 
Pi>iU>le[, 


MeCarlh.v.  J.,  «S.  661. 

w.,  37^  sn. 
MeCowut.i.B..eaa. 

McDomld   ml     UermiUce 

ana. 

P.,  375. 

ttonold.  iO*. 
McDnnelt.  Uspt.,  SOS.  tif,  11 

E.,«e9. 
MrlK>ii)iBl.  Mr.,S5*t,  S<ll. 
llol>oiimn..\<'il,4fiU. 

(IbD'dBndl.  MU. 
McG«IT,J..U:3. 


Mclter,  A.,  Ml. 

McKcltop.  3..  i-a. 

McKeovn,  allcgrd  murder  of,  601. 

McKi?.  — ,  3»3,  US3. 

MtKiUon.Lt..R.N.,»Slt. 

McL«.-,SH2. 

McLoin'o,  J.,vi»Utotiiand  Falli. 


MoiiUwu*,  Governor.  WOl 
Uko  St.  Pk-rre.  g;0. 

Montiimr,  M..  ii7.  *;«.  M3,  sei. 

Huody,  U..  211,  MH,  MI,  fef.  SB. 

Garenior  »t  Placcntia.  WS. 

di«tr  of  170S  ounpucii.  2i»l- 
Moon-,  H.,  im. 

Uijur-rnii..  85S. 

T.  K.,  43^  *S9, 44K.  SM. 
Mwrinr.  M.,  fM. 
MonJ.T.aie. 
Murocn,  M.,  tOi. 
MDrcy.Hr..2i7. 
Mor^n.  Mi  lea,  G7, 

pixtrait  of.  U(i. 
MoriBon.  D.  — ,  861. 

Morl^.  LI..  b4.  ' 
Morris,  of  WBtrrfonl.  *M. 


Chunplain,  139. 
Uudlry,  16U. 

Kcllcn.  177. 
Thonilon,  19S. 
Fitibuftli,  VM. 
Thomlon,  103. 
16m  campaiKii,  iK. 
FriiTd,  iW. 

UolI.IUl.  ' 

Cook.  SI  7. 


MiMlier.  R.,«a. 
Mci'hiin.  Ger. 
.Mivklinbunc.  flto. 
Mwhaii.  J..  STB. 
Mclicdice,  — .  382,  OU,  «a«. 


(be  UuBtom  HoitM,  33S. 
local  novfrnnifiit.  ft*. 
the  HoiiH  of   AM.'.finlil.i. 

peliliou  ol  1779.  SW. 

Boclety.  3K. 

lyraiiD;  or  the.  371). 

HarWiur,  flin. 
Mental>-.  Mr.,  473. 
Merrett,  Sftmin-l.aSO. 
Me;ii«ll(Wiliionand),-t«), 
Mii-hael,  M..  114. 
Mid'lla  Bay.  Ubi«lor,  6]il. 

Middlelou.   G'.   H..    lender?    (ur 

railvay.  eu. 
Milbankc,  Admiral.  SIX. 
)lil]ei!aii.  Rot.  G.S.,6W. 
MilroT.  A.,  «S. 

Miiiernls.    .S«  X..  MiscellaEf«ii». 
Uinci's  Ur-  derenceot  St.  Joliir> 

ill  1696.  £17.  all. 
^iiiKan.  post  from.tilM. 


portrtil  oI,  Mi. 
Hortier.  336. 

arm  ol,  »;. 
MuKluni  Ulur.  OIS. 
MuirutdVuda.iOi. 
MulliDB  Cure.  017. 
Mullock,  Up-  4Kb,  164. 4H8.  iw 

on    tele^rspbic    commi 

prapoteB  a  nilwa)'.  6IB. 


Matihewa  (Evati>and).36a,MI. 
Xaitlievii'a,    J^hn.     acettunt    or 
French  occupation  of  Placonlia, 

Maurr.l.ieul.,6S7. 

Huaf,  Sir  H„  portrait  of,  SIS. 

died  in  Hi.  John'*,  em. 
UbivhII.  Cupt..  111. 
Uay.  IbIuoC.  10a.27i. 


shoot4  at  Hsrvej',  367. 
Molloy,  — .W.'mS. 
J.  'w..  413,  ces. 


!d  depntf  poal-      Mouier 


McBHde  and  Kerr,  «S.  4S0. 


MuscraTe,  Sir  A.,  4M. 

portrait  of.  IW. 
Mu8quito.S01.3Sl. 


Xu'hvak  Bay,  60S,  DOB. 
Naiii.G0S,eiO.«B. 
NameleaB  Covp.  ilw. 
Nataiquan,  pott  from,  0(6. 
NiTlL  OFPICBBS  : 

BvlDni  Capl ,  374. 

Ben7.  Sir  i.,  IM.  IM. 

Bobardt,  Dr..  OIM. 

Bonfoy.  Capl.,  isi,  iSi. 


lOOglC 


Rridne.  Com  modi 
ItntKne,  Cnpt.,  ei 
Buvhan,  Capt.  i 
Bfns,  Hon.  Jobn 
Byron.  Lord.  "- 
"unpf"    ' 

Owlptun,  C»] 


Cnuipbell,  Adminil,  ^ij,  ' 


It.  J.    ( 


Choppell.  LUmt. 
Clinton,  Cspt..2!<4. 
Cochmne,  Sir  T.    Ser. 
Calvill,Lard,3U8.1l2  il 
Conk,  OBpt..Sia.  317. 
Cookesler.  Capt.,  3!i3.  lUi 
Onwiej,  CbPL.  M7.  Ha. 
Crowe.  Oapl.    See. 
Da<rj.  C»pt,  tSt. 
UghMdw,  Copt.,  113. 
l>lcluon,Lt,A„3M. 
Dorrill,  &.  £84,  iUS. 
Uinulaii.  Cnpt.,  3M,  ill. 
VnXe,v.vr.,tn.tai. 

Uuckworlh.J.  T.    Sec. 
■  Duff.  All  mini,  an. 
DuiRlale,Lt.,4ia. 
Edie)i.  Capt.,  m. 
EdwanlB,  Capt.  R.    Ssr. 


Falkiiwbam.  Capi 
Fnnkhnil.  U..  ii 
(Itialiier.  Lord.s; 


Huiillloi>.srrC.    Sa 
UuDond.  Capt.,  GH. 
Italch.Ouit^SlU. 
H«*kD.aiVB..3W. 
Holloway.  Admini,  3: 
Hovafth.CipI.  M'., » 


Lnik«,8irJ.,  189. 
Locli,  (."apt.  ITS. 
Miuon.  Capt.,  10«-1W. 
Maxnell,  C«pt.41*. 
McKillop,  Ltn  ax». 
HilbBDke.  Admiral,  1S8. 
HonliMtue.      Adminit,     av 

Norri).  Adminl,  £2i,  223. 
Oabanie.  Capl.    £iv. 
PnlUser-SirH.    *(, 
Pit:kerlDg,  Cupt.,  iM. 
MekniOTe,  Sir  F.,  W«. 
PDle,Sirl).H.,S7+. 
Poullon,Cnpt.,37S. 
PnMotLSirH.    /«k. 
Radstock,  Lord.    &v. 
Bodiiey,  Lord,  t»4,  aW,  t«1. 
Kuudl  Capt.,  ItW. 
Rut,  John,  «l -41. 
Bhuldlum,  Loid,  3». 
Uprsttt.  Lt.,  63 1. 
HlaTifnrd.  Lt.,  XiS. 
taylom,     CummoikiTe,     £4 
£70. 


Natt.  efftvt  on.  of   diaooi 
NewIoDndlaiid,  17. 
Henry  Vin„  efforts  la 

Eusliah  Mvincn,  X. 


picture  of  nrin  ofwi 


Anieiiot,  17S, 
Admiral  Walker's  attu-k  on 

PJacentta.  182. 
Williams'  attack  on  Flaceiitis. 

182. 
atta«konPl.i,*nt;a.*ll. 

ck  on  Tn 

At.,  iUi. 
navsl  1  ulc,  Sij. 
French  power  in  Anitrioa,S6ii. 

257. 
Keen  appointed  navat  officer. 

Church  aceommodNlixn    For. 

uiakiusorEniland.SVl. 


ut      HkTr-cont. 


JfX.,  254.878. 

Uuderdown,  Capt.,  217.  £U. 
Vanbrugh,  Capt..  2Sii.  284. 
Walker,  Admiral.  182.  23r. 

Sir  B..  "40. 
Wallace  Hlr  B,,  308, 370. 
WalUt,  Admiral  l^vo,  SM. 
Warren,  Admiral,  289. 
Wu«on,  Admiral,  284. 
Webb,  Capt..  28e.  SOU.  S«t. 
Whekr.Capl.,183. 
Whetstone,  Admiral,  237. 
Williams,    '" 
21). 
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CHAPTEE  I. 

THE  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND  IN  NEWFOUNDLAND. 

By  Rev.  W.  PlIX)T,  D.D., 

Buptrintendrnt  <if  Clutreh  ^  England  Schoolt. 

The  history  of  the  Church  of  England  in  Newfoundland  may  he  said 
to  date  from  the  first  attempt  to  colonize  the  Island  hy  Sir  Humphrey 
Oilbert  in  1583,  when  hy  authority  of  Queen  EHzaheth  he  ordained 
that  the  laws  and  policy  of  the  Island  should  not  be  "  against  the  true 
Christian  faith  or  religion  now  professed  in  the  Church  of  England," 
lliis  attempt  at  colonization  failed,  and  it  was  not  till  1611  that  the  first 
clergyman  landed  on  these  shores.  This  was  the  Rev,  Erasmus  Stourton 
who  came  out  with  John  Quy  oq  his  second  visit  to  the  island.  His  head- 
quarters were  at  Cupids  and  his  mission  extended  ar>>und  Conception 
Bay,  and  from  Cape  St.  Francis  to  Ferryland.  He  left  this  country  in 
1628,  and  became  chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Albemarle. 

Just  before  the  period  of  D'lberville's  invasion,  1696-97,  a  petition 
was  presented  to  the  Home  Government  by  the  Newfoundland  settlers, 
praying,  "  that  a  sufficient  num1>er  of  ministers  should  be  sent  to  the 
"  principal  harbours,  and  that  they  might  be  paid  from  England.** 
There  had  been  many  earnest  appeals  to  the  same  effect  without  avwl. 
In  1C97,  when  the  Government  of  William  III.  were  endeavouring  to 
repair  the  terrible  injuries  inflicted  on  the  Colony  by  the  French,  an 
order  was  made  that  the  men-of-war  should  cany  chaplains.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Jackson  was  one  of  these  chaplains,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Bishop  of  London  in  1699  ;  he  remained  on  the  island,  accepting  from 
the  inhabitants  a  guarantee  of  b^il.  a  year  for  three  years.  A 
small  yet  handsome  church  was  soon  built  within  the  precincts  of  the 
newly  erected  Fort  William.  The  population  of  St.  John's  at  that 
time  was  about  eight  hundred.  In  1701  Mr.  Jackson  was  taken  on 
the  list  of  the  "  Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge,"  and  in 
1703  was  accepted  as  the  first  missionary  of  the  "  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts  "  in  Newfoundland.' 

Id  April  1703  the  Sooielj  took  into  fouadlaiul,  who  had  ^ne  upou  a  miutioii  into 
EODtldaTatioD  the  deplorable  condition  of  thofle  parts  wilh  a  wife  and  eight  children." 
Ur.  JackK)D,  •■  a  painful  minister  in  New-      In  1705,  when  Mr.  Jackaon  wa«  recalled  bf 
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2  CHURCH  OF  ENGLAND  IN  NEWFOUNDLAND. 

The  attacks  made  on  the  new  minister  by  the  notoiious  Major  Lloyd 
are  fully  set  out  in  the  former  part  of  this  history.  The  Rev.  John 
Jackson,  though  a  very  poor  man,  burthened  with  a  family  of  eight 
almost  helpless  children,  showed  himself  both  a  God-fearing  missionary 
and  a  bold  opponent  of  immorality  and  corruption  in  high  places.  The 
needs  of  his  family,  the  poverty  of  the  living,  firally  drove  him  from  his 
post;  it  is  satisfactory,  however,  to  know  tliat  aftfr  his  trials  in 
Newfoundland  he  was  finally  presented  to  an  English  living  by  Queen 
Anne  in  1709.  The  small  garrison  church  was  in  existence,  so  we 
find  from  the  records,  in  1708 ;  it  gradually  fell  into  decay ; 
subsequently,  in  1720,  a  larger  wooden  church  was  built  near  the  site 
of  the  present  cathedral  -^  by  1759  this  also  had  fallen  into  decay,  and 
in  this  year,  as  described,'  a  new  and  finer  edifice  was  erected  by  the 
determined  effort  of  Qovpmor  Kichard  Edwards. 

The  successor  to  Jackson  was  the  Rev.  Jacob  Bice,  appointed  by  the 
Bishop  of  Jjondon.  Our  information  about  his  ministry  is  very  meagre  ; 
like  his  predecessor  ho  was  very  much  distressed  through  want  of 
means.  In  1730  Mr.  Fordyce  succeeded  Mr.  Rice ;  he  was  sent  out  by 
the  Society  on  the  faith  of  a  promise  from  the  inhabitants  of  St.  John's 
to  provide  him  with  a  small  annual  stipend  and  an  allowance  of  a 
qaint&l  of  merchantable  fish  from  every  sliallop;  of  the  salary  only 
three-fourths  of  the  promised  amount  was  paid,  another  fourth  was  soon 
lost  through  the  death  and  removal  of  some  of  the  subscribers,  and  the 
promised  quintal  of  fish  was  either  refused  or  paid  in  the  worthless 
quality  of  dried  cod,  known  in  this  Colony  as  "  Madeira."  About  three 
years  after  his  arrival  everything  in  the  shape  of  payment  was  withheld, 
until  he  erect«d  a  gallery  in  the  church,  costing  thirty  guineas,  at  his 
own  personal  expense.  After  manfully  discharging  his  onerous  duties  for 
five  years  under  circumstances  of  unparalleled  difficulty  he  was  at  last 
compelled  in  1736  to  return  to  England  from  sheer  inability  to  procure  a 
subsistence  for  his  family.     Whilst  the  inhabitants  of  St.  John's  treated 


Ihe  Buhop  of  Iiondon,  he  wu  wrecked  on  !□  ITSO.  The  R«t.T1ioiiuu  Wftlbtnk,  chaplain 
the  -yojtge  home,  and  lost  all  hU  efiecta.  Id  of  U.M.S.  Sulherland,  whitgt  at  Si.  Johu'»  in 
IT09,  in  reporting  on  bis  case,  the  Committee  1742,  mentions  thnt  he  "  minniten^  for  four 
of  the  Boluety  for  the  Frop^tion  of  the  monthB  to  a  couiiregation  of  GOO  people,  in  a 
GoBpel  "were  of  opinion  that  the  said  largo  church  built  of  firr  and  spruce  bj  the 
Mr.  Jackson  ii  an  object  of  the  Boctel^'s  iahabitaDti,  in  the  year  1780,  the  bnildiDs 
favor  and  oompauion,  thai  he,  having  been  waa  well  funiished,  and  a  poor  llaherman  (3 
in  Her  Mnjeatyi  Rcrrlce,  u  well  bj  sea  as  in  Petty  Harbour  had  recently  given  tbe  ebarcb 
(be  plantationa,  and  having  thrteJQ  inffered  a  decent  silver  Patten  and  Chalice  widi  goldl" 
many  unreasonable  hardships,  and  being  a  New  Knglandwat  not  satisfied  with  supplying 
man  of  good  deserts,  be  is  worthy  to  be  Newfoundland  with  cattle  and  groin,  she  also 
reoommended  to  Ihe  lavouc  of  the  Lord  wished  to  supply  ua  with  ber  dissenting 
Ket-per."  mioisters.    The  West  Coantry  men  olong  wi£ 

tenacity  to  the  old  Church  of  England,  and 
refused  all  religious  aid  from  Amcrioa. 
*  At  p.  WS. 
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BEV.  JOHN   PORDYCE.  3 

this  most  deserving  miniBt^'  wiih  Buch  incredible  meanuess,  after  his 
depctrture  they  forwarded  to  the  Society  a  public  testimonial  that  the 
Bev.  John  Fordyce  was  a  most  diligent  and  faithful  pastor. 

Fordyce  was  presented  with  a  gratuity  of  30!.  to  pay  his  debts,  and 
was  appointed  in  1736  to  the  society's  mission  at  f^Dce  Frederick,  in 
South  Carolina,  where  he  died  in  1751,  fully  maintaining  the  same 
eharacter  for  ministerial  activity  and  zeal  which  had  met  with  so  ill  a 
requital  in  Newfcundlund. 

In  1736  the  mission  of  St  John's  was  given  up  for  nine  years,  when 
the  inhabitants,  having  fully  realized  the  loss  they  had  sustained 
by  their  own  niggardliness,  in  refusing  to  fulfil  their  stipulated  agree- 
ment to  pay  their  clergyman,  i^iu  petitioned  the  Society  for  a 
missionary'.  This  ■  time  they  alleged  that  they  Iiad  pnrchased  a  house 
for  the  missionary,  and  bound  themselves  to  an  annual  payment  of  402. 
tow^ards  his  maintenance.  Trusting  to  theae  assurances,  the  Society, 
unable  to  procure  a  missionary  in  England,  consented  to  the  removal  of 
the  Rev.  M.  Peaseley,  M.A.,  who  had  been  sent  to  carry  forward  the 
work  so  successfully  begun  by  Mr.  Jones  at  Bonavista  Peaseley 
remained  in  St.  John's  for  seven  years,  discharging  his  duties  diligently. 
In  his  letter,  dated  November  1745,  he  says  his  congregation;  which  was 
larger  on  his  arrival,  continued  to  increase,  insomuch  that  the  church 
could  scarcely  contain  it.  Besides  attending  to  his  own  flock  in 
St.  John's,  he  was  in  the  habit  of  making  periodical  visits  by  water 
during  the  summer  months  to  Petty  Harbour.  But  Mr.  Peaseley  was 
destined,  hke  his  predecessor,  to  experience  the  non-fulfllment  of  the 
promises  of  his  people,  which  made  his  longer  residence  among  them 
impo6»ble.  His  embarrassed  condition  led  him  to  petition  the  Sodety 
to  be  removed,  which  was  done,  and  be  was  appointed  to  St.  Helena, 
Beaufort,  in  South  Carolma 

The  next  missionary  of  St.  John's  and  the  out-harbours,  which 
embi-aced  the  whole  of  the  province  of  Avalon,  was  the  Rev.  Edward 
Langman,  M.A.,  of  Bahol  College,  Oxford,  appointed  at  the  I'equest  of 
the  inhabitants,  to  whom  he  had  been  favourably  known  from  a  former 
residence  among  them,  and  who  were  therefore  well  able  to  appreciate 
the  value  of  his  services.  On  bis  return  thitlier  to  take  charge  of  his 
cure  in  1752,  he  reported  that  his  congregation  was  numerous,  and  the 
number  of  commuoicants  thirty.  Of  one  hundred  families  which, 
exclusive  of  the  garrison,  formed  the  entire  population  of  the  town,  forty 
were  of  the  communion  of  the  Church  of  England,  fifty-two  Roman 
Catbohc,  and  eight  Dissenters, 

In  1759  he  undertook  a  missionary  voyage  to  Placentia,  where  he 
remained  ministering  to  a  congregation  of  sixty  or  seventy  fishermen, 
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and  performing  the  several  officea  of  the  chotch.  During  his  visit  he 
baptised  fifty  persons,  some  forty,  some  thirty,  some  twenty  years  of 
age,  and  fifteen  infants.  And  further,  he  stimulated  the  people  to  repair 
their  church,  which  at  this  time  had  fallen  into  decay.  The  next 
summer  he  paid  a  similar  missionary  visit  to  the  harhours  of  the 
south-east. 

Mr.  Langman  found  in  Beneose  twenty-five  families,  of  which  nine 
were  Protestants,  and  sixteen  Irish  Catholics,  the  whole  population 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  forty.  In  Fermeuse  nearly  the  whole 
population,  amounting  to  one  hundred,  were  Roman  Catholic.  Id 
Ferrylaod  there  were  sixty-four  Protestants  and  eighty-six  Roman 
Catbohca.  In  this  visit  he  baptised  thirty-eight  children,  and  distributed 
copies  of  the  Bible,  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  Catechism, 

At  St.  John's  his  ministry  was  marked  with  diligence,  especially  in 
the  work  of  catechising  the  children  in  the  face  of  the  congregation, 
which  he  did  every  Wednesday  and  Friday,  and  during  the  season  of 
Lent,  and  frequently  reading  one  of  the  Homilies,  with  which  the 
people  seemed  well  pleased,  and  were  edified.  In  1761  he  extended  his 
missi<mary  visits  again  along  the  southern  shore,  and  found  in  the  Bay 
of  Bulls  forty-five  families,  of  which  thirty-seven  were  Roman  Catholic 
from  Ireland,  the  remainder  Protestant.  Eleven  families  whom  he 
found  living  in  Witless  Bay  were  almost  all  Irish. 

Thus  far  Langman  8  ministry  had  proceeded  without  any  serious 
impediments,  but  in  the  year  1762  it  was  destined  to  receive  a  severe 
shock.  On  St.  John's  Day  the  French  landed  at  Bay  of  BuUs,^  marched 
their  troops  towards  St,  John's,  which  not  being  in  a  condition  of  defence, 
speedily  surrendered  by  capitulation  ;  the  garrison  were  made  prisoners, 
and  the  French  seized  every  kind  of  property  within  their  reach.  In 
the  general  plunder,  Mr.  Langman  was  a  sufferer  to  the  extent  of  1301., 
and  the  losses  sustained  by  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  now  rendered  it 
more  difficult  for  them  to  do  all  that  they  had  promised  towards  his 
maintenance.  Still  much  that  might  have  been  done  on  his  behalf 
was  left  undone.  The  house  promised  to  him,  as  to  his  predecessor, 
Mr.  Peaaely,  was  never  provided,  and  to  eke  out  the  needful  substance 
for  himself  and  his  family  the  only  provision  oa  which  he  could  reckon 
was  an  allowance  of  501.  a  year  from  the  Society.  The  offerings  of  the 
people  were  scanty,  and  niggardly  given,  and  for  the  little  gratuities  he 


1  In  the  ftttack  OD  Ra;  Bulls  in  1796  bj-  harboar,  except  NowI&d'b.    When  the  French 

the  French,  ibey  proceeded  through  ihe  iri>od*  broke   into  hi«  hut,  the  nnrortunaie  muther 

Iwlf  wayto  Pettj  Harbour;  diKooraged  by  ran  for  her  life,  bnt  the  tight  of  poor  NovUn, 

the  difficulties  i»    tnTellini,  they  rettuned  with  his  infant  tvina  on  his  knaee,  excited 

and  bnrned  the  Anglican  and  Roman  Catholic  inch  commiserBtion  that  the  inraden  left  him 

•hnrchea  in  Bay  Bulla.ud  every  house  in  the  Id  peace. 
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did  receive,  he  was  compelled  to  go  and  b^  as  a  poor  man  would  for 
aa  alms.  Notwithstanding  Uiese  heavy  drawbacks,  Ijangman  persevered 
as  a  "  faithful  dispenser  of  the  Word  of  God  "  to  discharge  his  laborious 
duties  until  his  death  in  1783-  He  had  been  particularly  zealous  in 
allaying  religious  strife  in  St.  John's,  and  could  write  with  satisfaction 
to  its  absence,  and  to  the  fact  that  several  families  of  Dissenters  were  in 
the  habit  of  joining  in  the  public  worship  of  the  church,  and  of  receiving 
the  Holy  Communion.  The  Keverend  Edward  liangman  is  one  of  the 
most  important  figures  in  the  early  history  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
the  Island ;  he  resided  continually  in  the  Colony  for  about  forty  years ; 
he  waa  conspicuous  for  his  culture,  broad  and  liberal  views,  his  upright 
life  and  his  earnest  devotion  to  his  Master's  work ;  he  was  the  first  minister 
to  occupy  the  magisterial  bench ;  a  man  of  strong  and  decided  views, 
he  asserted  his  opinions  with  the  vigour  and  force  of  an  uncom- 
promising layman.  He  was  truly  the  rector  of  the  whole  parish,  and 
seems  to  have  been  very  well  liked,  both  within  and  without  his  own 
communion.  Parson  Langman  was  in  his  day  nearly  as  popular  and 
beloved  as  his  more  modem  successor  Archdeacon  Bridge.  The  good 
old  clergyman  died  full  of  years  inl783,  tmd  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  Walter  Price,  curate  of  Dartmouth,  Devon,  who  had  been  recom- 
mended to  the  Society  by  the  principal  merchants  and  shipowners  of 
Dartmouth,  then  carrying  on  an  extensive  trade  in  Newfoundland. 
In  the  first  year  of  his  ministry  we  find  that,  besides  the  care  of  his  own 
parish  of  St.  John's,  where  he  had  already  merited  the  regard  and  esteem 
of  his  congregation,  he  occasionally  visited  Petty  Barbour,  Bay  Bulls, 
and  other  surrounding  settlement&  He  represented  to  the  Society  in 
striking  terms  the  spiritual  destitution  of  the  Ifllaud.  "  There  are  some 
places,"  he  says,  "  where  there  are  many  Enghah  settlers  who  have  never 
heard  the  word  of  God  preached  among  them  for  thirty  years  past."  His 
congregation  at  St.  John's  was  numerous  and  respectable,  and  gradually 
increased,  "  many  adorning  their  profession  by  on  exemplaiy  life,"  In 
his  time  the  question  of  a  paraonage  house  for  the  minister  was  at  last 
satisfactorily  settled.  Mr.  Price  mentions,  with  great  respect  and 
gratitude,  the  kindness  of  Governor  EUiott,  who  "  has  done  everything 
in  bis  power  to  carry  out  the  pious  designs  of  the  Society,"  and  by 
his  own  good  example  and  precept  to  promote  the  atteudance  on 
public  worship.  Through  the  Governor's  liberality  and  tiie  subscriptions 
of  the  naval  and  military  officers  and  general  body  of  churchmen  a 
suitable  paraonage  house  was  procured  for  the  minister.  In  1788, 
Mr.  Price  opened  a  free  school  in  his  new  residence,  where  he  taught 
himself,  and  paid  the  salary  of  an  assistant ;  he  continued  in  the  mission 
for  seven  jears,  when  the  parent  Society  offered  him  the  new  mission  of 
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Nashwalk,  in    New  Brunswick.     In   1790  Mr.  Harries,  who  had  been 

minister  at  Placentia,  was  transferred  to  St.  John's,  at  the  particuUr 

request  of  the  iuhabitants.     Mr.  Harries  rema'ned  as  minister  in  the 

capital  from   1791  to   1810,  when  he  was  aucceeded  by  the  venerated 

Rev.  David  Rowland.    On  October  19th,  1800,  a  new  church  was  opened. 

His    successor  was  the   Rev.   Thomas   Grantham,  who    hnd   been   the 

first  missionary  at  Buria.    He  remainfid  in  St.  John's  only  one  year- 

In  1818,  the  Reverend  Frederick  Carrington,  missionary  tor  many  years 

at  Harbour  Grace  und  a  chief  ma^strate,  became  rector  of  St.  John's ; 

Home  now  living  can  remember 

his  noble  presence  and  the  roll 

of   his   fine    sonorous   voice   in 

prayer  and  praise. 

In  the  year  1787  the  See  of 

Nova  Scotia    was    constituted, 

and   Newfoundland,   whicli    up 

to  this  time  had  been  nominally 

under  the  care  of  the  Bishop  of 

London,   was    included    in   the 

letters  patent,  but  Bishop  Inglis 

was  never  once  able  to  visit  the 

Island.     It  was  not  till  twenty 

yexrs  later  that  it  received  its 

first  Episcopal  visit  from  Bishop 

Stanser,   when   five    clergymen 

Bianop  muLis.  ^^^  seven  schoolmasters  formed 

mnentravinc.  the  missionary  staff.   In  1822  the 

Rev.  John  Leigh  was  appointed  Episcopal  Comiiiissary  to  Bishop  Sranser, 

nnd  made  a  visitation  of  the  whole  of  the  Island'  in  1822  and  1823. 

Dr.  Stanser's  Kuccessor,  Bishop  John  Inglis,  made  his  first  visitation 
of  Newfoundland  in  1827 ;  he  was  received  with  every  mark  of  respect, 
and  amongst  hia  earliest  visitors  wns  the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop,  the 
courtly  Dr.  S&illan.  In  the  eoHrro  of  five  thousand  miles  of  travel 
he  consecrated  tughtcen  churches,  and  twenty  burial  grounds,  and 
confirmed  nearly  two  thousand  four  hundred  caudi'late*.  The  Bi'^hop 
saw  much  to  gratify  him  in  the  labours  of  the  few  clei;gy  in  the 
Island,  but  declared  that  "  it  was  impossible  to  be  unmoved  by  the 
"  deplorable  insuftieiency  of  religions  instruction  in  large  portions  of 
"  tlie  Island."     Ho  was  glad  to  find  a  gmeral  observance  of  Sunday, 
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and  even  in  the  height  of  the  fishing  ae&vm  a  rea'lines?  on  the  part  of  the 
men  engaged  in  it  to  present  themselves  on  that  day  for  instruction 
and  Christian  teaching. 

No  sketch  of  the  Church  of  England  in  Newfoundland,  however  brief, 
would  be  complete  without  reference  to  the  pioneer  work  in  education 
of  the   old  "  Newfoundland    School    Society,"    first    called    also  "  The 
Society  for  educating  the  poor   of   Newfoundland,"    now  merged  into 
"The  Colonial  and  Continental  Church  Society."      This  Society  owes 
its  existence  and  its  successful    working   entirely  to  the  labours  of  a 
Newfoundland  merchaut,  Samuel  Codner.    Every  Newfoundlander  should 
revere  his  memory ;  no  single  indi- 
vidual hasoverdone  so  much  tor  this 
Colony  as  this  plain  West-country 
merchant.      Mr.     Codner     himself 
describes    how   the    Society   came 
into   existence.     At  a  meeting  at 
Margate  in  1S21,  to  inaugurate  a 
branch  of  the  Bible  Society,  lord 
Liverpool     made     some     foitjible 
observations    on    the     duty     and 
responsibility  of  Great   Britain  to 
^ve  to  her  extensive  colonies  the 
blcss'ngs   of  religious  instruction  ; 
his  words  sank  deep  into  the  heart 
of  Samuel  Codner,  and   he   deter- 
BiMUBL  cousBB.  miucd,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  to 

From  a  portrait  In  the  pOMetHm  qf  the  found   a   SOciety    for   eduClting    the 

"''  poor  in  the  Colony  where  he  had 

made  his  fortune.  For  this  purpose  he  canvassed  the  whole  of  England, 
Ireland,  and  Scotland;  everywhere  he  enlisted  the  sympathy  of  the 
religiou-s  and  benevolent.  He  formed  branch  societies  in  all  the  principal 
towns.  The  Liverpool  branch  had  for  its  president  Sir  John  Gladstone,  the 
father  of  the  great  statesman ,  and  John  Job,  grandfather  of  Mr.  T.  R.  Job. 
for  its  active  committeeman.  The  great  Earl  of  Liverpool  gave 
invaluable  aid  to  the  infant  society ;  600(.  for  building  the  Central 
School,  St.  John's,  IQOl.  annually  for  its  first  master,  and  free  pas-sages 
for  all  its  teachers  in  H,M.  transports,  besides  grant-*  of  land  for 
schools  in  all  parts  of  Newfoundland;  all  these  boons  wens  obtained 
from  the  Imperial  Qovemment  through  his  influence. 

The  Society's  operations  in  Newfoundland  were  coraraerced  in 
September  1524,  seventy  years  ago  ;  the  first  schwl.  taught  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.   Jeyries,  was   held   in   the   one   stone   building   then   existing   in 
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Duckworth  Street  (occupied  before  the  fire  of  July  1892  by  the 
newer  bouses  of  Mr.  St,  John).  Mr,  Willoughby,  the  assistant  secretary, 
who  superintended  the  schoob  in  Newfoundland,  was  of  invaluable  )ielp 
in  forwarding  the  interests  of  the  infunt  institution,  an  eameet  worker 
with  brood  and  liberal  views  on  the  subject  of  education ;  his  skill,  tact, 
and  energy  lai^ly  helped  forward  the  good  work.  The  schools  were 
BUi>ported  by  generous  contributions  from  all  denominations,  Protestant 
vied  with  Catholic  in  promoting  their  success.  Sir  Thomas  Cochrane 
was  a  constant  friend  oE  the  Society ;  Chief  Justice  Boulton  and 
Archdeacon  Wix  largely  contributed  to  its  initial  prosperity.  The  first 
teachers  of  the  Newfoundland  School  Society  were  admirably  suited  for 
the  work,  well-trained,  earnest,  reli^ous  men ;  their  enthusiasm  and 
their  success  soon  escited  a  universal  desire  for  the  Society's  schools  all 
through  the  Culony ;  their  uon-sectarian  plan  of  education,  founded  <m 
Bell's  system,  and  their  houest  and  conscientious  desire  to  avoid  ofit-nce 
on  denominational  questions  produced  universal  confidence  in  their 
teachers  and  schools.  Year  by  year  new  fields  of  labour  were  opened 
up ;  liberal  support  was  given  to  the  Society,  both  in  Ei^land 
and  Newfoundland ;  by  1830,  six  short  years  after  its  commence 
ment,  a  wonderful  work  was  accomplished  by  the  devoted  Samuel 
Codner.' 
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Most  of  the  early  teachers  of  the  Sodety  became  ordained  ministers 
of  the  Church  of  England  in  the  Colony ;  the  saintly  memories  of  these 
teachers  and  missionaries.  Meek,  Kingwell,  and  others,  will  always  be 
revered  amongst  us.  To  the  last  Samuel  Codner  *  took  the  warmest 
interest  in  the  Colony;  his  life  was  devoted  to  the  Society  he  had  ho 
successfully  founded.  In  one  of  his  last  letters  to  Mr.  Bond  (father  of 
the  Hon.  B.  Bond)  he  makes  inquiries  as  to  whether  Mr.  Robert  Prowse, 
who  has  been  recommended  as  unpaid  manager  of  the  institution  in 
Newfoundland,  would  be  a  suitable  person  for  the  work.  During  the 
long  period  that  the  Newfoundland  School  Society  has  been  at  work  in 
the  Colony  its  teachers  have  been  almost  invariably  good  instructors, 
and  the  schools  prosperous  and  well  managed ;  for  a  great  many  years 
500^  has  been  granted  to  them  by  the  Local  Government,  and  to-day 
twenty  schools  are  in  full  operation  in  the  Island. 

In  1829  Bishop  Inglis  constituted  the  two  archdeaconries  of  New- 
foundland and  Bermuda,   and  the   Rev.    Mr.    Coster  became  the  6r8t 
archdeacoQ   of  the   former.      The   venerable   George   Costnr,  our   first 
archdeacon,  was  a  missiouary  at  Bermuda  from  Ib22  to  1S24.     He  was 
then  appointed  visiting  missionary  to  Newfoundland  and  Ecclesiastical 
Commissary.      He   resided    chiefly   at    Bonavista,  where   he   laboured 
earnestly    and    faithfully    in    his    Master's    vineyard.      He    is    well 
remembered  as  the  constructor  of  the  first  three  miles  of  road  around 
the  settlement.     The  Rev.  Edward  Wix,  first  stationed  at  Bnnavieta  in 
1826,  in   1830  succeeded  the  Rev.  George  Coster  as  archdeacon,   and 
removed   to    St.    Jobu's ;    Archdeacon    Wix    visited    all    around    the 
island,    and    even    made    an    extended    visitation    to    the    Labrador. 
The   history   of  the   Church  of    England   would   be 
very   incomplete  without  some  reference  to  his  life 
and   labours.     In   his   very   interesting   work,   "  Six 
months   of   a   Newfoundland   Missionary's  Journal," 
Febniary  to  August  1836,  he  mentions  that  he  had 
then  been  ten  years  in  the   service  of  the  Society, 
two  of  which  be  had  spent  in  Nova  Scotia  and  eight 
in  Newfoundland.    In  1839  the  Yen.  Aubrey  George 
Spencer,  who  had  been  successively  missionary  in  New- 
foundland, and  the  first  archdeacon  of  Bermuda,  was        iacRnncoB  wis 
consecrated  the  first  Bishop  of  Newfoundland,  which 
was  then  severed  from  the  See  of  Nova  Scotia.     By  the  appointment 
of  a  bishop   and   the   separation  of  Newfoundland    from  the  See   of 
Nova   Scotia,   an  immense    impetus   was    given   to   Chui'ch    feelings, 
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principles,  and  interests.     The  Rev.   Aubrey  Georfje  Spencer  came   to 
Newfoundland   ae   a  miasionary   in    1818.     He  was  first  stationed  at 
Placentia,  1818,  Ferryland,  1819,  and  in  1820  at  Trinity.     It  is  related 
that  when  he  first  preached  in  St  John's,  Sir  Chxrles  and  Lady  Hamilton 
were  so  much  taken  with  his  earnest  and  eloquent  sermons  that  they 
determioed  to  have  him  promoted  ;  the  future  bishop,  however,  would  not 
give  up  his  missionary  work.     Bishop  Spencer  was  a  very  elegant  and 
accomplished  man  And,  although  a  bom  aristocrat,  be  was  most  simple  and 
unpretending  in  his  habits.     Many  of  the  older  generation  can  remember 
his  residing  in  Cochrane  Place,  the  marriage  of  hia  daughter  to  Sir  John 
Harvey's  son,  and  the  kindly  genial 
mannera   that  endeared  him  to  all 
hearts.     The  new  Diocesan  was  an 
Evangelical    of    the  old  school  of 
Wilberforce    and    Bickersteth  ;    he 
promoted   the    work   of    the   New- 
foundland School  Society,  the  British 
and     Foreign    Bible    Society,    and 
throughout  his  episcoi-ate  both  the 
Church  and  the  Clergy  in  the  Colony 
were  distinctly  of   the   Evangelical 
or  Low  Church  School.     When  he 
was  appointed  to  the  sec  of  New- 
foundland  as  the   first    bishop,    in 
1839,  be  was  at  the  time  Archdeacon 
of  BermudH.'   "At  my  consecration," 
said     the   Bishop,   "  to   the    see   of 
BISHOP  BFDciR.  Newfoundtaud,  I  found  only   eight 

From  an  engravins.  clergymen  of  the  Chuicb  of  England 

in  the  whole  Colony."  Tlie  Church 
was  in  a  most  disorganized  and  dispirited  condition  ;  the  schools  were 
hinguishing,  many  of  them  broken  up,  and  all  were  destitute  of  tliat 
spirit  of  unity  and  oi-der  so  essential  to  renl  efficiency.  Within  a  brief 
episcopate  of  a  little  over  tour  yeare,*  some  of  these  evils  were  remedied. 


■  BiKhop    Spencer   resided   in   Bermndk  ing  of  SI  new  charcbei,  ordained  two  prietta 

from  1822  to  1S38,  and  wax  Archdeacon  of  tnd  eight  deacons,  fbanded  or  restored  more 

liermuda  from    I8S5   until   his   elevalioo  to  than   SO    day    achooli    or    Sand*;   schooli. 

the  See  of  Newfoundland  in  1839.  Bishop  Spencer  left  the  CoIoDf  in  1813.     Un 

>  BiKhop  Spencer  was  a  Rrenilson  cf  the  bis   appointment   a*  Bishop  of  Jamaica,  he 

second  Duke  of  Mnrtborough.     Id  his  letter  thus  wrote  about  the  qnalitiea  oecfuaiy  Cot 


o  Ibe   Society  for  tbe  Propiipitiun   of   the  hia  succrssor  :  "He  must  have  strength  of 

Gorpel  in  1841,  he  sayn,  "1  have  travelled  constitution  to  support  bim  under  a  climate 

this    }'i'Br   1,168   miles,  vitiled   35   flnlioiiR,  as  rigorous  m  that  of  Iceland,  a  Hlomach 

fODfiTmed    1,136     p^moDs,    enn'ecratvd    six  fuseiiHible   to    llic    atla«kt  of    lea   sictneM, 

churches,  orgaDlxed,  or  asaisled  iu  the  build-  pedestrian  powers  beyond  those  of  an  Irlnh 

DyrzcoovGoOgle 
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the  most  crying  deficiencies  supplied,  and  tlie  foundations  laid  of  that 
church  organization  upon  which  his  successor.  Bishop  Feild,  subsequently 
built  with  so  much  success.     In  all  his  work   he   was  lai^Iy  aided 
by   Archdeacon   Bridge.*      Bishop   Spencer   divided    the   diocese    into 
rortil  deaneries ;  estiblished,  with  the  aid  of  the  Society  for  the   Pro- 
pagation of  the  Gospel,  a   theological  institution   for   the   training   of 
divinity  students,  helped   and  encouraged  the  erection  of  moi-e  than  20 
new   churches,   originated    and    revived   Sunday   echools    everywhere, 
inci'eased  the  number  of  clergymen  to  twenty- 
five,  with  lay  readers  and  eehoolmasters  under 
them ;  established  a  mission  to  the  Micmac 
Indians,  and  raised   a  considerable    sum    of 
money,  with  the  hope  of  building  a  cathedml, 
the  first  stone  of  which  he  laid  before  quitting 
the  diocese.    These  were  the  legacies  he  left 
to  his  successor  in  the  See,  and  it  is   with 
iJiat  successor,  the  Apostolic  Bishop  Feild, 
that  the  progress  of  the  Church  in  New- 
foundland will  ever  be  closely  associated. 

The  story  of  the  labours  and  successes  of 
the  long  episcopate,  of  thirty-two  years,  of  sr  ko^.  ^!m«;. 

this  remarkable  roan,  must  of  necessity,  in  this 

brief  sketch,  be  incomplete  and  imperfect.  We  can  only  summarize 
them.  He  doubled  the  number  of  clergy ;  churches  and  parsonages  were 
multiplied  in  a  like  proportion.  The  theological  institution  was 
enlarged  and  endowed,  and  now  exists  under  the  name  of  Queen's 
College.  He  established  separate  seminaries  for  boys  and  girls,  which 
have  been  highly  successful ;  founded  distinct  orphanages  for  destitute 


BosBoon  »nd  an  Bbilily  to  re»t  occwionally  time  he  was  guperintendeot  of  the  Newfoaad- 

OD  die  bed  of  tt  fiibennsn  or  ihe  hard  boards  land  School  Society,  and  all  the  older  genera- 

ia  a    woodmao'R   tilt.     With  theKC  phybkal  tionliave  lively  remembrancea  of  hia  sdmirablc 

capabililie«  W  must  oombiue  a  patient  lempw  school  and  hi»  marvelloiw  gifts  s«  a  teacher  ; 

and  energetic  spirit,  a  facility  to  adapt  bis  hii    EOiif(regation    liiendly  worshipped   bim. 

speech  to  the  lowest  gride  of  iniellecl    ...  In  1840  he  visiled  England  lo  Uke  hw  M.A. 

togetber  with  the  discretion  and  charily  degree  at  (Irfoni,  and  to  obtain  funds  for  the 

irhioh  will  induce  liim  to  lUn,  as  far  «»  may  erection   of   the  new   cathedral,  the  cos!  uf 

be  Dossible.  at  p«ace  with  all  men    .     .    .'"  which  Bishop  Spencer  modestly  estimated  at 

iMention  has  been  made  at  pap  469  of  £4.000  Btcrliiig.    Mr.  Bridge   died  in   1856. 

the  labours  of  Arohdeaion  Brid5e.     He  canie  Contemporaneous    with  Archdeacon    Bndge 

ont  to  Newfoundland  in  1825,  Hr.t  as  tutor  lo  was  the  Rev,  C.  Blackman,  for  many  year. 

Sir  Thomas  Cochnuie's   soni,   Charles   and  incumbunt  of  St.  Thouian's,   a  most  able  and 

Baillie  Cochrane  (afterwards  Lord  Laming-  eloquent  preacher  j  he  came  oat  to  the  Colony 

Uta)     Priot  to  his  aopointment,  as  rector  of  aa  private  Bt-crctary  to  Sir  Charles  Hamiltnn, 

St.  John's,  in  IMO,  he  bad  been  curate  to  the  wbb  ordained  in  NewfoundUnd.and  aflerserv- 

Rev   F  Carringlon  ;  he  was  a  most  eamest  io);  t-everal  years  as  mirister  at  Port  de  Grave, 

and   derotnd  minisMr,  Iba  first  promoter  of  became   second  iacumbeot  of  St.  Thomu'i, 

temperance    in    the    CTinrch,  and    specially  in    succesaion   to   Arrhdraeon  Wix,  mainly 

energetic  in  the  cause  of  edueatiuu  i  at  one  through  whose  exertion  the  church  was  built. 
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children  of  both  sexes ;  designed  and  partially  built  the  beantiful 
cathedral  of  St  John  the  Baptist  in  the  Capital ;  oiiginated  and  provided 
an  endowment  for  the  future  support  of  the  Episcopate ;  reduced  an 
unorganised  and  feeble  eccletjiaatical  system  to  one  of  synodical  order 
and  unity ;  and  year  by  year,  in  the  church  ship  Hawk,  visited  and 
comforted  his  clergy  and  their  6ocks,  scattered  along  a  rugged  shore 
of  over  three  thousand  miles. 


From  an  oM  i>kotograf\.  Bg  8.  B.  Parxmt.  By  Adamt  and  McKvtmtf, 

In  all  these  enteq)rises  and  labours  he  was  helped  by  a  staff  of  fellow- 
labourers,  like-minded  with  himself,  whom  his  noble  example  attracted 
to  the  oldest  of  England's  colonial  possei^sions.  The  names  of  Boland, 
Le  Gallais,  Mountain,  Hutchinson,  White,  Cunningham,  Johnson,  CoUey, 
Curling,  Botwood,  and  a  roll  of  others  too  numerous  to  unfold,  were 


among  those  who  flocked  to  his  standard,  and  with  him  fought 
the  battle  for  tlio  Master.  Tlie  salvation  of  souls  and  the  honour  of 
Go<l  and  of  His  Church,  were  the  mainsprings  of  bis  life  and  work, 
and  when  these  were  concerned  ho  knew  no  compromise.  He  entered 
into  his  rest  on  the  8th  June  1876  at  Bermuda, 
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The  Bight  Bev.  Jsmes  Butler  Eelly  succeeded  him  by  virtue  of  a 
vote  of  the  Synod  in  1873,  but  bis  health  did  not  admit  of  bis  contiDuing 
his  labours,  in  which  for  nine  years  be  had  so  heartily  shared  with  Bishop 
Feild  as  his  co-adjutor,  and  on  his  resignation  in  1877  the  Synod  remitted 
to  delegates  in  England  the  choice  of  his  successor,  which  resulted  in 
the  consecration,  on  May  1st  1878,  of  the  Rev.  Llewellyn  Jones. 

His  Lordship,  the  present  Bishop  of  Newfoundland,  is  a  sound  High 
Churchman,  a  man  of  broad  and  liberal  views ;  in  St.  John's  he  has  won 
all  hearts  by  liis  cheery  manner,  bis  unfailing  courtesy.     The  bishop  is 
imbued  with  the  true  missionary  spirit ;  although   the  labours  of  his 
great  diocese  have  seriously  injured  his  health,  he  declined  to  accept 
easier  work,  and  a   more  advantageous  position  as  Anglican   Bishop  of 
Nova  Scotia.     On  all  ])latform8  and  by  all  creeds  the  bishop  is  welcomed ; 
he  has  endeared  himself  to  the  whole  Colony  by  his  exceeding  gentleness  ; 
one  of  the  most  modest  of  men,  he  shrinks  from 
aU  puffing  and  praise.    He  is  a  most  methodical 
and  energetic  worker,  a  good  platform  speaker, 
a  very  earnest  and  able  preacher ;  the  keynote 
of    all    his   sermons  is    sincerity,  an  over- 
mastering desire  to  win  souls  for  his  Master. 
One  of  the  foremost  of  bis  missionaries,  writing 
of  him,  says  "  He  shares  with  his  clergy  their 
"  perilous  work,  and  no  less  than  his  prede- 
"  cesser  is  enkindled  with  the  same  spirit  of 
"  zeal  for  the  diocese.     He  has  done  much  to 
"  forward  the  work  of  the  church  in  New-  .  'J™''T,'°j"t 

Bf  B%ttM  ami  Sotu. 

"  fonndland.     Improvements,    material    and 

"  spiritual,  are  manifest  in  all  diiectiona"  Besides  the  care  of  all  the 
churches  in  Newfoundland  and  Labrador,  the  bishop  is  ordinary  over 
the  English  Colony  in  St.  Pierre  and  Bishop  of  Bermuda.  By  the 
devotion  of  the  churchmen  in  these  lovely  islands,  and  by  the  special 
labours  of  Mr.  Beid,  the  church  hns  prospered  exceedingly.  In 
organization  and  in  church  building  the  later  episcopate  of  Bishop  Jones 
has  been  specially  distinguished,  both  in  Newfoundland  and  Bermuda- 
It  has  also  been  marked  by  the  completion  of  the  noble  cathedral 
now,  unhappily,  in  ruins  from  the  disastrous  fire  of  July  1892 ;  by  the 
erection  of  new  and  enlarged  orphanages  in  St.  John's,  and  of  many 
beautiful  and  commodious  churches  throughout  the  diocese,  and  the 
establishuieut  of  a  sustentation  fund  for  the  future  maintenance  of  the 
clergy ;  by  prolonged  visitation  voyages  to  all  parta  of  his  extensive 
diocese ;  and  by  a  more  generous  support  of  all  church  institutions  by 
the  laity  than  had  heretofore  obtained. 
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'  In  the  great  fire  of  July  1892  the  Church  Bustained  loeses  amonnting 
to  $60,000,  exclusive  of  the  beautiful  cathedral.  By  the  energy  of 
Bicibop  Jones,  appeals  were  made  to  the  Church  at  large  for  help  towards 
making  these  loedes  good.  These  appeals  have  been  lil>erally  responded 
to,  and  in  a  few  yearn,  with  the  help  of  a  willing  laity,  it  will  be  foood 
that  the  dreaded  fire  was  but  an  angel  in  disguise. 

Even  in  this  short  sketch  mention  should  be  made  of  the  deep  debt 
of  gratitude  which  the  church  in  Newfoundland  owes  to  Mrs.  O.  Johnson, 
a  widowed  lady  who  took  up  her  abode  in  St.  John's,  thougli  infirm  in 
body,  she  was  most  enei^tic  in   the  Master's  service,  and  contributed 


liberallj 

will  always  be  devoutly  remembered  for  hia  deep  devotion,  and  his 
liberal  gifts  to  Topsail.  In  Bishop  Feild's  episcopate  the  misedona  to 
White  Bay  and  Bay  of  Islands  were  commenced,  the  first  by  tlie  earnest 
and  devoted  missionary,  Mr.  Temple,  the  second  by  the  Rev.  U.  Z.  Rule. 
After  Mr.  Rule'ti  resignation  the  church  was  provided  with  one  of  her 
moet  remarkable  and  devoted  missionaries.  The  Rev.  J.  Curling,  whilat 
serving  as  an  engineer  officer  in  Bermuda,  was  brought  under  the  holy 
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influence  of  Biithop  Feild ;  he  resigned  bis  commissioQ  in  the  army,  and 
after  due  preparation  wau  oidained  in  1873.  He  was  appointed  to  the 
mission  of  Bay  of  Islands.  Out  of  his  large  Djeans 
he  presented  the  diocese  with  his  yacht "  livrock." 
No  more  bumble,  devoted  servant  of  the  Charch 
haa  ever  laboured  more  abundantly  to  win  souls 
than  did  this  young  engineer  officer. 

Id  1879  Mr.  Curling  was  made  rural  deaa  of 

Belle  Isle  Stiaits.    After  sixteen  years   of  such 

constant  toil  and  labour  as  Mis  to  the  lot  of  few, 

Mr.  Curling  gave  up  his  mission  to  prosecute  his 

further  studies  at  Oxford.  His  liberal  benefactions 

to  the  Church  of  Ekigland  in  Newfoundland  have 

BBT  J.  J.  cDBLiiia.  been  dietributedall  over  the  Island.    Generous  as 

3t  Dvbmiam,  Gimt.  Mr.  Curling  has  been  in  distributing  his  wealth 

to  benefit  the  diocese,  still  more  good  haa  been 

done  by  his  spiritual  influence  and  his  deep  devotion  to  duty ;  his  noble 

example  of  self-denial  haa  helped  to  strengthen  many  feeble  knees,  to 

support  the  weak,  and  to  deepen  their  faith. 


from  a  photofraph  bt  th»  Sn,  J.  J.  Cnrting. 


Time  would  fail  to  tell  of  many  interesting  features  of  the  Newfound- 
land diocese ;  the  hardest  missionary  labour  of  all  is  in  Arctic  Labrador. 
Archdeacon    Wix    visited    the    coast    but    appointed    no    clergyman. 
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Mr.  Gifford  was  the   firat  misaionaiy  at  Forteau  in  1847,  remaining 
there  ten  years.   Mr.  Gifford  went  afterwards  to  Kew  Zealand,  where  be 


Front  a  photograph  bg  Iht  Bet.  J.  J.  Cttrlint, 

still  resides.  Bev.  H.  P.  Disney,  an  Irish  clergyman,  gave  up  his  living 
in  Ireland  to  plant  the  church  at  St.  Francis  Harbour.  Our  preeent 
archdeacon  succeeded  Mr.  Gifford  in  Forteau,  and  laboured  most 
abundantly  iu  that  dreary  region  for  three  years.  Rev.  F.  CoUey,  and 
latest  of  all.  Rev.  Mr.  Quinton,  combines  in  his  clerical  work  the 
hardihood  of  the  typical  Newfoundlander  with  the  devoted  zeal  of  an 
apostolic  missionary. 

THE  CHURCH  IN  THE  OUTPORTS. 
BONAVISTA. 
In  1722  the  Rev.  Henry  Jones  waa  settled  at  Bonavista  by  tho 
liberality,  as  it  would  appear,  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  settle- 
ment. For  although  the  journals  of  the  S.P.O.  in  1726  show  that  he 
was  in  correspondence  with  the  Bishop  of  London,  and  its  Committee, 
and  received  at  different  times  gratuities  of  money,  and  books  for  use  in 
the  school  which  he  had  established  there,  there  is  no  statement  that 
any  regular  allowance  was  made  to  him,  as  it  is  always  in  the  case  of 
tliose  who  were  upon  the  list  of  the  Society's  missiooaries.  He  wrote 
in  1730  that  his  church,  which  was  built  it  would  seem  from  sourcea 
altogether  independent  of  any  which  the  Society  supplied,  was  nearly 
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finished,  and  that  a  gentlemaa  of  London  had  given  him  a  set  of  vessels 
for  the  Communion  and  a  handsome  stone  font.  la  1734  he  repre- 
sented his  congregation  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  the  number 
of  his  communicants  increasing.  Within  a  period  of  eight  years  he 
haptized  one  hundred  and  fourteen  persons,  of  whom  five  were  adults. 
His  ministrations  were  faithfully  carried  on,  and  gratefully  received 
among  an  afiei^tionate  and  willing  people,  and  these  evidences  of  hia 
usefulness  led  the  S.F.G.  in  1741  gladly  to  appoint  him  its  missionary 
in  their  more  important  settlement  of  Trinity  Bay,  as  successor  to  od« 
w^ho  h'id  already  begun  a  good  work  there.     The  proximity,  however. 


From  a  draaittg  bt  Ih*  Han.  and  Sir,  W.  Orag. 

of  Trinity  Bny  to  Bonavista  enabled  him  to  still  keep  up  some  inter- 
course with  his  former  congregation,  as,  indeed,  be  was  requested  by  the 
S.P.G.  to  do,  until  the  services  of  a  regular  minister  could  be  obtained 
for  them,  and  these  were  soon  afterwards  secured  by  the  appointment 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Feasley,  a  graduate  of  Trinity,  Dublin.  Mr.  Jones 
continued  to  discbarge  his  duties  as  the  missionary  for  Trinity  Bay  for 
a  period  of  six  yenrs,  but  in  17^4,  finding  the  winters  too  severe  for  his 
constitution,  he  asked  leave,  after  twenty-five  years  of  hardness  endured 

/     p.  3739.  w 
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for  his  Master's  Bake,  to  be  sent  to  a  wflrmer  climate,  aod  was  accord- 
ingly appoioted  to  a  mission  among  the  iDdians  in  the  Moskibo  country. 
On  his  way  thither  he  put  into  Jamaica,  and  was  persuaded  by  t^e 
Governor  of  the  Island  to  accept  the  living  of  St.  Anne's. 


TRINITY. 

Trinity  Bay  ia  one  of  the  deepest  bays  which  indent  the  shores  of 
Newfoundland,  and  had  been  one  of  those  earliest  settled  by  fishermen 
from  the  mother  country.  So  numerous  had  they  become  iu  1729  that 
they  represented  to  the  S.P.G.  their  earnest  wish  to  have  a  clergyman 
settled  amongst  them,  pledging  themselves  to  contribute  301.  a  year 
towards  his  miiiritenance  and  to  build  a  Church.  The  Society  accord- 
ingly sent  to  this  extensive  district  the  Rev.  Robert  Killpatrick,  on 
a  salary  of  SOI.  a  year. 

The  discouragements  which  he  encountered,  particularly  in  the 
inconsiderable  contributions  of  the  people  notwithstanding  their  promise 
to  the  Society,  led  him  after  a  few  months'  rtsidenee  to  request  that  he 
might  be  transferred  to  a  settlement  in  New  York.  He  was  accord- 
ingly sent  to  New  Windsor,  in  that  Colony,  but  so  far  was  he  from 
improving  his  condition  by  the  change,  that  he  applied  for  and  obtained 
leave  to  return  to  his  first  mission.  In  New  Windsor  he  could  meet 
with  no  one  who  would  give  him  a  lodging  on  any  terms. 

On  his  way  back  to  Trinity  Bay  his  course  brought  him  to 
Plaeentia,  wl:ere  he  was  detained  three  monthn.  Here  he  did  what  he 
could  to  repair  the  evils  which  he  describes  prevaihng  in  that  settle- 
ment, from  the  absence  of  all  religious  ordinances,  and  from  the  in- 
culcation of  the  principles  of  infidelity  to  which  many  of  the  inhabitants 
had  abandoned  themselves. 

He  preached  here  for  six  Sundays  and  baptized  ten  children.  It 
may  be  of  interest  to  mention  that  while  the  French  held  possession  of 
the  Islan<l,  Plaeentia  was  the  seat  of  Government  and  was  a  place  of 
great  importance  as  a  military  post  of  the  French.  In  1689,  there  had 
been  established  a  branch  of  the  Convent  of  otir  Lady  of  Angela  of 
Quebec,  on  the  site  of  the  present  Church  of  England  church  and  bury- 
ing ground,  and  a  few  of  the  French  and  Basque  tombs  of  the  date  of 
1680  and  1090  are  still  preserved  in  the  chancel  of  this  chut-cb  to  mark 
out  the  place  where  it  stood.  As  on  the  acquisition  of  this  place  by 
the  English  the  French  were  allowed  to  dispose  of  their  titles  to  pro- 
perties here,  it  seems  probable  that  the  sifc  of  the  recent  convent  was 
purchased  by  the  English  aettleis,  and  convtrted  into  a  churcli  for  the 
use  of  the  Church  of  England.     This  was  only  twenty-one  years  before 
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the  visit  of  Eillpatrick,  who  probably  held  Eervice  in  it  on  the  six 
Sundays  referred  to. 

The  joy  caused  in  TriDity  Bay  by  Killpatrick's  return  to  his  flock 
proves  tbat  his  services  had  more  than  a  transient  effect  upon  their 
minds,  and  that  he  had  too  hastily  judged  with  respect  to  their  supposed 
lack  of  sympathy  and  goodwill.  He  reported  that  his  congregations 
were  numerous,  and  at  Old  Perlican  he  had  about  two  hundred  hearers. 

"  By  a  strange  coincidence  the  land  formerly  in  the  posse.'^sion  of 
the  church  at  Old  Perlican,  tmd  upon  which  at  one  time  stood  a  building 
for  the  conduct  of  divine  service,  has  during  this  year  1889,  after  its 
alienation  from  the  church  for  over  sixty  years,  been  purchased  and  a 
church  erected  thereupon." 

In  1737,  being  under  the  necessity  of  returning  to  England,  ho 
brought  with  him  a  letter  from  the  justices  of  the  peace,  church- 
wardeuB  and  inhabitanta  of  Trinity  Bay,  in  which  they  gratefully  and 
humbly  thanked  the  S.P.G.  for  their  great  favour  in  sending  a 
missionary  to  be  their  spiritual  director  according  to  the  usage  of  the 
Church  of  England.  Subsequently  Commodore  West,  then  in  command 
of  the  station,  wrote  to  the  Bishop  of  London  to  say  that  having  a  full 
knowleiige  of  the  vigorous  work  of  clergyman  of  Trinity  Bay,  he  recom- 
mended him  to  the  favour  of  his  Lordship,  and  characterizes  Killpatrick 
in  the  word,  the  most  comprehensive  of  all  others,  as  a  good  Christian. 
These  testimonies  of  this  early  missionary  afibrd  evidence  of  the 
stedftistne^s  and  success  with  which  he  had  continued  to  discharge  his 
duties. 

HARBOXni  GRACE  AND  CAEBONEAR. 
The  Rev,  James  Balfour  was  appointed  missionary  at  Trinity,  with 
the  out-harbours  of  Old  and  New  Perlican,  Bonaventure,  in  1765. 
In  acknowledgment  of  his  services,  hw  parishioners,  soon  after  his 
arrival,  built  bim  a  house,  but  after  nine  years  spent  in  this  mission, 
which  was  not  less  than  forty  leagues  in  circuit,  he  was  removed  to  the 
more  important  station  of  Harbour  Grace  and  Carbonear,  vacant  by 
tlie  resignation  of  Mr.  Couglilon  in  1773.  Mr.  Balfour  set  himself  to 
establish  a  scliool  in  Harbour  Gra^e,  and  having  secured  the  services  of 
William  Lampen,  he  recommended  him  to  the  favour  of  the  Society, 
who  were  pleased  to  conflrm  the  appointment,  and  make  a  grant  of  15/. 
a  year  towards  his  salary,  on  condition  that  he  taught  the  children  of 
the  poor  free  of  charge.  Tlie  whole  of  Conception  Bay  was  his  mission, 
and  with  indefatigable  zeal  he  made  a  toiir  around  it  four  times  in  each 
year.  In  1788  he  wrote :  "  that  he  had  visited  every  small  harbour  in 
"  that  bay ;  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  publicly  catechizing  the  children 
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"  in  church,  in  face  of  the  congregation,  and  that  they  gave  great 
"  satisfaction  in  the  perfonnance."  In  a  letter  dated  1789,  he  reports 
that  the  population  of  the  Bay  was  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-three  Protestants,  and  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-four 
Boman  Catholics.  In  the  following  year  he  laments  the  great  increase 
of  Popery  ;  he  reports  tliat  he  had  administered  the  Lord's  Supper  every 
Sunday,  and  that  the  number  of  communicants  was  two  hundred. 
Mr.  Balfour  continued  to  discharge  his  many  duties  with  unabated 
vigour  for  thirty  years,  when  age  or  infirmity  compelled  him  to  retire, 
the  Society  continuing  his  Ealary  in  consideration  of  lay  and  active 
services,  and  the  destitute  condition  of  himself  and  bis  family.  From 
the  record  of  the  foundation  of  St.  Paul's,  Harbour  Grace,  we  learn  that 
the  first  Anglican  church  in  the  town  was  built  in  1764;  it  was  burnt 
down  on  18th  August,  1832,  and  the  present  stone  edifice  was  com- 
menced on  the  28th  July  1835,  the  comer  stone  being  laid  by  Governor 
Prescott.  The  first  Anglican  clergyman  in  Harbour  Grace  was  Laurence 
Coughlan,  next  David  Balfour,  succeeded  by  G.  C.  Jenner.  From  1802 
the  place  was  filled  for  several  years  by  the  historian.  Rev,  L.  A. 
Anspach.  Another  well-known  Anglican  rector  of  Harbour  Grace  was 
the  Bev.  F.  Carrington. 

The  S.P.O.,  wbich  had  been' for  some  time  solicitous  to  fill  the  mission 
of  Trinity,  which  had  been  vacant  since  the  removal  of  Mr  Balfour  to 
Harbour  Grace  in  1773,  nppointed  the  Rev.  James  Barker  to  proceed  to 
that  place  in  1782.  He  had  already  been  in  the  service  of  the  Society 
OS  Missionary  at  Providence,  in  the  Bahamas,  but  upon  the  capture  of 
thestj  Islands  by  the  Spnnisrds,  a  year  or  so  before,  he  was  compelled  to 
leave  it,  and  return  to  Ireltind,  his  native  country;  no  record,  however, 
of  his  long  work  is  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  Society's  publications,  and 
lb  is  probable  that  Mr.  Barker  never  reached  his  destination. 


PLACENTIA 

In  1787  a  memorial  from  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Placentia  was 
laid  before  the  S.P.G,,  setting  forth  the  great  want  of  a  clergyman  in 
that  settlement,  and  their  willingness  to  contribute  to  his  support. 
Placentia  had  attracted  the  notice  of  His  Majesty  King  William  IV,, 
then  Duke  of  Clarence,  when  in  early  life  he  was  engaged  in  the 
honourable  service  of  his  country  as  Commander  of  the  Pegasiis,  and  he 
was  not  slow  in  recommending  the  claims  of  the  ancient  seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  Newfoundland  to  the  favourable  notice  of  tlie  Society.    He  further 
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showed  tm  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Church  here,  b;  contrihntiog  the 
sum  of  fifty  guiaetu  towards  the  erection  of  the  Church,  to  which  also 
he  presented  a  handsome  set  of  veasels,  which  are  still  used,  although 
now  very  occasionally,  at  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Communion.  The 
S.P.G.  had  not  been  unmindful  of  the  condition  of  the  neighbouring 
settlements  as  represented  by  Killpatrick  and  Langman,  and  had  made 
several  attempts  to  procure  a  suitable  man  for  the  post,  but  as  no  decent 
provision  was  assured  towards  his  maintenance,  by  the  people,  they  did 
not  feel  justified  in  taxing  their  scanty  income  for  his  entire  support. 
Now,  however,  upon  the  faith  of  their  promised  contributions,  they 
w^ere  enabled  to  send  the  Rev.  John  Harris,  who  had  already  proved 
him'ielf  an  able  and  useful  minister  as  curate  of  Haverford  West.  After 
a  passage  of  nine  weeks,  Mr.  Hanis  arrived  at  Flacentia.  He  found 
that  the  original  church,  formerly  the  Chapel  of  our  Lady  of  Angels, 
had  been  removed,  that  the  population  had  nearly  all  become  members 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  only  a  remnant  of  one  hundred  remaining 
members  of  the  Church  of  England  in  Placentia,  and  thirty  in  the 
out-harbours.  After  the  first  year  of  his  ministry  here,  he  waa  enabled 
to  titate  that  by  the   activity  and  diligence  of  Mr.   Brown,   the  first 


magistrate  of  the  place,  a  new  church  was  nearly  completed,  and  that 
he  had  visited  Burin  and  Fortune  Bay,  performing  the  various  offices  of 
the  church.     In  1790,  upon  the  removal  of  Mr.  Price  from  St.  John'», 
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he  waB  traiLsferrcd  thither  on  the  particul&r  request  of  its  inhabitanta, 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Evans,  a  curate  in  the  vicinity  of  Haverford  West, 
waa  apjiointed  to  succeed  him. 

Mr.  Evans  apeaks,  in  1790,  of  tlie  civility  and  attention  shown  bino 
by  tlie  principal  Inhabitants,  one  Mr,  Waldron,  at  no  little  incon- 
venience to  himself,  placing  a  boat  at  his  disposal,  and  accompanying 
him  in  his  missiouury  excursions.  His  visits  to  Burls  were  highly 
appreciated.  Here  he  procured  from  the  Governor  a  ^rant  of  land  for 
building  a  church,  and  establisiied  a  school  under  a  Mr.  Sanders,  who 
discharged  his  duties  with  great  attention  and  diligence,  to  whom  the 
Society  made  an  allowance  of  £15  a  year.  He  also  made  excursioiu 
into  Fortune  Bay,  which  then  had  a  population  of  about  a  thousand 
settlers,  extending  the  knowledge  of  God,  as  he  says,  among  a  people 
who  had  hitherto  lived  in  lumentahle  ignorance  and  darkness,  and 
content  to  endure  risk,  fatigue,  and  hardship,  if  so  be  he  might  answer 
the  end  of  his  mission.  On  one  of  these  voyages — "  voyages  of  discovery  " 
the  apostle  of  fishermen,  Bishop  Feild,  used  in  later  years  to  call  tliem 
— lie  was  sliipwrecked,  and  to  the  surprise  of  all  who  knew  the  coast, 
he  managed  to  escape  to  shore,  having  lost  everything  except  what  be 
liad  on.  After  ten  years  of  labour  such  as  this,  Mr.  Evans  left  the 
mission  of  Flacentia,  since  which,  no  resident  of  the  Church  of  England 
has  been  stationed  there. 
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APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  I. 


I.— Chronological  List  of  Clei^. 


Rbctobs  OK  St-  John   thb     1795  Kvt.  G.  C.  Jeaner. 


1699  Ker.  John  Jukwo. 
I70aBcv.  Mr.  nice. 
1730  Bey,  Mr.  Fordyce. 
1741  Rev,  M.Peaseley.M.A. 
1753  Uer.  Edward  LiuigiiiBD, 

U.A.,    BaLol   C<)ll«Be, 

Oiford. 
178a  Rev.  Waltfr  Price. 
1791  Rev.  John  HBirles.M.A. 
1310  Bev.    Diivid     Kowland, 

M.A. 
1817  Bev.  ThomM  GrantbaiD, 

M.A. 
1819  Bev.  Fredk.  CBrrington, 

B.A. 
1840  Rev, ThoB.Bridge,M.A., 

C.C.  Oxford. 
1854  Bight  Kev.EdvardFeild, 


180S  Bev, 

Auapach, 
1813  Bev,  Frederick  Carriog- 

toD,  B.A. 
1818  Uev.  John  Leigh,  EpiKO- 

pal  CommiBBary, 
18S2  Bev,  John  Burt. 
1833  Rev.  James  Shreve, 
1837  Bev.  S.  Musiod, 
1843  Kev.  George  J.  Addison, 


B,A. 


1843  Bev.      George 

1845  Rev.  John  Chapman. 
l8.')0Ber.      Heurj      Purden 

Disney. 
1851  Rev.  Itertraia  Jones. 
1877  Bev,  John  Muuk  Noel. 

Missionaries  or  Tainni. 

17:!9  Rev,  Eobt.  Killpatrick. 
1743  Rev.  Henry  Jooee. 
17.'iO  Bev.  BeDJaraiu  Lindsay, 
Llewellyn     1764  Kev.     James     Balfour, 


Jones,  D.D. 
1894  Bev.     AHhur     Heber 
Brown,  M-A,,  St.  Kd- 
moDd's  UaU,  Oxford. 

St.  Thoxas'. 

1836  Ven.   Archdeacon  Wii, 

M.A. 
1S40-1853       Bev.      Charles 

Blackman,  M.A. 
18.13-81  Rev.  Thomas  Martin 
Wood.  R.D.,  iuciim- 
bent  1853,  rector  IB77. 
leSl  Bev.  Arthur  Charles 
Filigerald  Wood,  M.A. ; 
Curate,  Rev.  Henry 
Dunfield,  1881. 

St.  Maui's. 
ieS6  Re».  John  Pearson,  In- 
cumbent. 
1864  Bev.     Charles    Medley, 

1867  Bev,  Edward  Itotwood.     "*^  Bev.  Edward  Langman. 
Incumbent,  1867  "  * 


M.A. 
1783  Rev.  Mr.  Barker, 
1786  Bev.  John  Clinch.  M.D. 
1830  Rev,     Aubrey    Geo^e 

Spencer,  D.D. 
1833  Rev,   William    Bullock, 

D.D. 
I83n  Rev.  William  Nisbett, 
1843  Rev.   H.   J.   Fitzgerald, 

M.A. 
1848  Bev.  Bertram  Jones. 
18511  Bev.    ThomaK     Martyn 

Wood. 
1853  Rev,    Kenjamiu    Smith, 


B.D, 

1877  Rev  U«nT7  Dnnfield. 
1H81  Kev,  Henry  Foster. 
J  383  Kev.    Henry   Cbas.    H. 

Johnson. 
1889  Rev.  William  We«ver. 

MlBSlOKARlEB   AT   FbBBT- 


1610  Rev.  Erasmus  Stonrton. 


Rector,  1877 ;  K.D., 
1879i  Archdeacon, 
'1894. 


1766  Bev,  Laurence  Coujihlan, 
1778  Rev.      James    Balfour, 
M.A. 


M.A. 

1791  Rev.  Samuel  Cole. 
1799  Rrv.  John  Dingle. 
18U2  Rev.  Henry  Wood. 
1819  Bev.     Anbrey    George 

Spencer,  B.A. 
1833  Rev.  Cbarks  Blackman, 

M.A. 
1837  Bev,  Peter  Perring, 
1839  Rev.  William  Bowman, 
1843  Rev,  WiUiam  J.  iloyles. 


1847  Rev,      Henry      Harris 

Hamilton,  B.A. 
1857  Bev.    Augu-ftus    E.    C. 

Bayly. 
1 B61  Rev.  Robert  Temple. 
1864  Bev.  John  Monk  Noel. 
1868  Kev.    Henry    Maynard 

Skinner. 
1870  Bev.      Charles      Rook 

West, 
1873  Rev.    Cornelius    Martin 

Ellingham. 
1875  Rev.     Arthur    Charles 

Wagborne. 

TwiLLINOATB. 

1816  Rev.— Irfe. 

1819  Rev.— Langhorne. 

1832  Rev.  —  Bullock. 

1833  Kev.  —  Chapmun. 

PtAOENTIA. 

1787  Rev.  —  Harries. 
1790  Rev,  —  Evans. 
1819  Bev.  —  Spencer  ? 

Hrart's  Content. 
1827  Kev.  Odo  Weeks. 
ieS9  Kev.  J.  Moore. 
1836  Rev,  —  Hamilton, 
1840  Rev.  — Lind. 

Bat  Kobbbts, 
Rev.  Oldvald  Howell, 


5  Rev,  —  Grauthan 
St,  John's  Out- 


I6!3Rev.  C.  Blackman. 
1823  Rev.  —  Langhorne. 
1829  Rev.  —  Perring. 
1829  Rev.  T.  Boone, 
1832  Bev.  T.  M.  Wood. 
1840  Rev.  —  Addison, 

Gbebnspond. 

Rev.  —  CoBter. 

Rev.  T,  M.  Wood. 

Kev, —  GilohriBt. 
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n.— Church  of  Ei^laad. 


Charcb  popuktion,  as  per  censui. 


Kamber  of  MiBsiom  nod 
rariabp*   -        -        -        • 

Number  of  Clergy 

Number  of  haj  Readers  sod 
C«lecbi»M         .        .        - 

Number  of  CommunicBnU     -       13, 

Number  of  Churcboi  conse- 

Number  of  Parsonages 
Number  of  Suuday  Schools  - 
Number  of  Sunday  Scholars-      11, 
Number  of  .Suoda;  Teachers 
Number  of  Pay  Schools 
Number    of      Day      School 
Scholars  -        -        -        -      Hi 

One  Theological  College  endowed. 


Amount  collected  for  General 
Chureb  Fund        .        .        - 

Amount  collccled  for  Home 
and  Foreign  Minaions  - 

Amount  collected  by  Women's 


Hon 


!  Missio 


r  support 


Amount  collected  foi 

of  OiTbanages 
Kudonmenl  for  Bishoprics 
Endowment        for        Queen's 

College        .        -        -        - 
Eudowment     for    SustentatioD 

Fund  -        -        - 
Endowment    for  Special    Mis- 


30,000 
2,400 


eo.ooo 

46,000 
13,000 

1,000 
6,500 


DKJtNERT    OP   AvlMWt. 

Eev.  Edward  Botwood.  Archdeaeon. 
St.  John't  Calhed/al : 

Rey.  A.  H.  Brown,  Rector. 

Rev.  J.  S.   Thompson,   M.A,,    Senior 

Curate. 
Rev.  A.  G.  Bujly.  B.A.,  Junior  Curate. 
Ber,  W.  Klot,  D.l).,  Sncceutor. 
Si.  Thomay-Rev.  A. C.F.Wood. M.A- 
Sector. 

SI.  rkoauu'—He<r.  H.  Dunfield,  arnte. 
Si.     Mtuy'i—Rev.    Edward    Botwotid. 
K.D..  Rector. 

TopsaiV  and  Fox  Trap -Rev.  E.  Col- 
ley.  Rev,  H,  Marriott,  B.A. 

St.  Joknt  Oalporta— Key.  H.  Elr^ngUo. 
Porlagal  Cone-Eev.  W.  R.  Smith. 
JVoM-Parocfciai— Rev.  Wm.  Pilot,  D-D., 
St.  John's,  General  luKpector  of  Church  of 
England  Schools. 

Theological   College— ^y.    C.    Knapp. 

aA. 

Dbadebt  of  Cokchtion  Bat. 
Rev.  B.  H.  Taylor,  RD.,  Rural  De-». 
Brigut—iiej.  R,  H.  Taylor,  B.D. 
SaliBon  Coue— Re».  J.  Darrell. 
PorWe-Graoe— Eev,  T.  G.  Netten, 
Baif  Robetti—'Bev.  Wm.  Shears. 
Spamarda  Boy— Rev.  P.  0.  Snow. 
JV™  Harbmr,  Tiinil)  Bay—Ber.  S.  J. 

t/pjwr  Itland  Cove— Ret.  J.  S.  Sander- 


Endowment   for    Clergy  Pen- 
sion Fund    .        -        -         - 
Endowment    for     Widows    of 

Clerey  Fund        -        -        -     21,000 

ValueofCatbedralandChurches   500,000 

„        Schools       -        -        -    80,000 

,        Parsonages  -        -    65,000 

„        Glebes        -        -        ■    20,000 
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former  /'re/nie*— Aubrey  GeoKe  Spen- 
cer D.D.,  1839.  Edward  Feild,  D.D.,  18«. 
James  BuCer  Kelly,  D.D.,  1876. 

Preaent  Bishop— liigH  Revtretid  Lie- 
Telly  n  Jones,D.D.,  Lord  Bishop  of  Newfound- 
land, Conpecraled  io  St.  Pnura  Cathedral, 
London,  oi^  Festival  of  SS.  Philip  and  James, 
1878,  by  the  late  Archbishop  Tait,  of  Can- 
terbury, the  Bishops  of  London  and  Hereford, 
and  Bishop  Kelly. 

ArckileaeoB  of  Newfoundland— Bev. 
Edward  Botwood,  R.D. 

Commiiiaries  in  England— Rev.  Canon 
Jones,  M.A. .Bnmeaide,  Kendal;  Rev.  J.  J. 
Curling.  B.A.,  Hamble,  Southampton. 

Comfittary  in  SermHda—The  Ven.  J. 
Lumley  Lo'igh. 


Deankkt  of  TftiwiTT  Bat. 

Rev, ,  Ituml  Dta*. 

Hearl'i  Cotttml—Rev.  H.  C.  Johnson. 
Itando* — Rev.  Henry  Pelley. 
TrinUi/  H^iit— Rev.  W.  Weaver. 
Tiinit!/  Eos*— Rev.  G.  H.  Field. 
Calalina — Rev.  John  G.  Cragg. 


Beahbst  of  BONAl 


L  Bat. 


Bev.  Augustus  E.  C.  Bayly,  BHral  i)«w- 
Bonauiilo— Bev.  A.  E   C.  Hayly,  R.D., 
and  Rev.  Horatio  Reed. 

Kinga  Com— Rev,  William  KiHty. 
Goose  Say— Rev.  T.  R,  Nume. 
Sntvoye— Rev.  C,  Wood. 
Greenipond — Bev.  J.  Autle. 

DumtBT  or  NoTSE  Dahb  Bat. 
Rev.  Boliert  Temple,  Buna  Detvt. 
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Dbakbrt  of  Nothk  Damb  Bit— cont. 

Herring  Neei—'BeT.   O.   8.  Chamber- 

ExploilM  -Rev,  A.  C.  Wsghoine. 
Little  Baif—Rev.  A.  FitlmaD. 

While  Bag ,  Mr.  A. 

Coffin,  Calechiot. 

Dbansbt  of  Placentia  Bai. 

— ,  Sural  Dean. 

Harbour  Buffetl—Rtv.  E,   K.  U.  Cald- 
Tdl. 

Bbtir— Rev.  John  Hewitt 
LoMatine—Bev.  F.  T.  B.  Smith,  B.A. 
Whitboume  and  P/ocenfto— Bev.  J.  H. 


Vkahkkt  op  FosTuat  Bac 

It«T.  George  Bishop.  Rural  Dean. 

Harbour  Britoit—Bier.  T.  P.  Qumtoa 

Strmilage  Bay^Ret.  Qeorfre  Biihop, 
B.D. 

Bdlefran—Rey.  William  EajDee. 

Bargeo—Ker.  Frank  Smart. 

Bon  Blanche— Bev.  T.  P.  Mauiah. 

Channel— Ber.  Llewellja  Goddeo. 

SI.  Pierre— He».  T.  W.  Temple  (under 
licence  of  the  Blahop  ot  Loudon}. 


Dkanbbt  of  SraAiTS  of  Bbllb  Islb. 

,  Itnral  Dean. 

St.  George't  Bag—Bev.  Charles  Jeflcry. 

Bag  oj  Itlandt — Rev.  A.  Ourrie. 

Bonne  Bag— Rev.  ClutrlGS  W.  Hollnnds. 

Battle  Htirbour ,  Mr.  W. 

Kteher,  Catechist. 

Saitdmich  Bag ,  Wr.   L. 

Dicks,  Catechist. 

Strait  ^  Belle  Ide ,  Mr. 

O.  Mifflin,  ^teuhist. 

Bev.  U.  Petley,  Senior,  M.A.,  retired. 

Bev.  J.  Uoddea,  unattached. 

THKOLOOtCAL    COLLaOB. 

Viiitor— The  Lord  Bishop. 

I'rincipal — Rev.  C.  Knapp,  B.A. 

Council— The  Lord  Bishop,  Bev.  B.  Bot- 
wood.  Rev.  A.  C.  F.  Wood,  Rev.  W.  Pilot, 
Rev.  J.  S.  Thompson,  Sir  J.  S.  Winter, 
K.C.U.G.,  MeMra  J.  Ooterbndge,  W.  H. 
fiorwood 

Diocesan  Stbod  ov  Hbwfoiindund. 

Executive  Committee — The  Lord  Bishop, 
Beva.  E,  Botwood,  K.  Coller,  H.  Uunfield, 
Wm,  Pilot,  A.  C.  F.  Wood,  J.  S.  Thompiion, 
and  Hon.  A.  W.  Harvey,  Sir  J.  S.  Winter, 
K.C.M.G.,  Hen.  G.  T.  Rendell,  J.  W.  Withers, 
Hon.  Sir  W.  V.  Whiieway,  K.C.M.G.,  W.  B. 
Grieve. 

S«re(arj— Hon.  G.  T.  RendeU. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

THE  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  IN  NEWFOUNDLAND. 

By  the  Moat  Rev.  M.  F.  Howiet,  D.D., 

BUhop  of  St.  John't. 

The  daring  explorers  of  the  fifteenth  century  were  animated  alike  by 
the  spirit  of  dibcovory  and  an  ardent  desire  to  spread  the  gospel  of  Christ 
and  to  convert  the  heathen.  We  have  notices  of  catholic  priests  and 
friars  accompanying  many  of  these  early  voyagers. 

Italian  monks  (Augustiniana)  went  wiih  Cabot  on  his  second  voyage, 
there  were  priests  with  the  Portuguese,  and  in  the  eariy  part  of  this 
volume  will  be  found  notices  of  Biscayan  clergymen  accompanying 
the  Basque  fishermen  to  Terra  Nov&  Cartier  mentions  having  mass 
celebrated  at  Brest,  Labrador,  in  1534. 

There  are  no  other  records  of  Catliolic  worship  in  Newfoundland 
until  we  come  down  to  Lord  Baltimore's  settlement  at  Frrryland  in 
1623.  He  expended  a  very  large  sum  of  money  on  his  colonization 
scheme.  In  1627,  when  he  firet  visited  Ferryland,  he  was  accompanied  by 
three  priests,  named  Smith,  Hackett,  and  Longville.  These  priests  "  said 
"  mass  every  Sunday  at  Ferryland  and  used  all  other  ceremonies  of  iho 
"  church  of  Rome,  in  the  ample  manner  as  it  is  used  in  Sjjain,"  so  says 
the  Puritan  divine,  the  Rev.  Erasmus  Stoui-ton.  Baltimore's  colony  failed 
like  all  its  predecessors,  and  the  next  event  in  the  history  of  the  Catholic 
Church  in  the  Colony  is  the  establishment  of  the  French  in  Placentia, 
16o2.  We  gather  from  the  English  records,  and  from  French  sources, 
that  there  was  a  small  chapel,  several  priests,  and  one  at  least  always 
in  residence  daring  the  winter  from  the  early  foundation  of  Plaisance. 

The  formal  establishment  of  the  Franciscan  Friars  at  Placentia  by 
Bishop  St.  Vallier  of  Quebec  took  place  in  16S9.  In  1686  Governor 
Parat,  in  sending  to  France  for  his  winter  supplies,  mentions  "  10  lbs. 
"  of  wax  candles  for  the  altar,"  In  the  official  letter  of  Bishop 
St.  Vallier  to  the  Franciscans  he  speaks  of  "  the  chapel  which  has  been 
"  conaeci ated  to  God  in  the  said  town."'     The  Franciscan  Chui*ch  in 

>  Thix  cbapel  appeara  in  the  car);  plui  of  Ptacentis  fiicing  p.  248. 
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Placeotia  seems  to  have  disappeared  with  the  evacuation  of  the  place  by 
the  French  after  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  in  1713,  and  all  further  attempt 
at  forming  any  permuneDt  religious  settlement  Beems  to  have  been 
abandoned.  A  Mevioir  of  the  diocese  of  Quebec  at  the  year  1794 
contains  the  following  remark,  "Since  the  peace  of  1763  the  Islands  of 
'  St,  Pierre  and  Miquelon  have  been  subject  to  a  Prefect  Apostolic.  Some 
"  iraveliera  report  that  there  is  one  also  in  Newfoundland."  Quebec 
had  evidently  lost  all  rapport  wiih  Newfoundlind  in  ecclesiastical 
matters.  About  the  middle  of  the  century  (1750)  the  immigration 
from  Ireland  (principally  frtim  Waterford,  Kilkenny,  and  Tipperary) 
began  to  assume  considerable  pioporlions,  and  though  they  had  no 
regularly  organised  ecclesiastical  government,  we  learn  from  the  penal 
enactments  of  the  governors  of  the  times,  agninst  acts  of  Catholic 
worship,  that  there  were  priests  in  the  Island. 

We  find  that  towards  the  last  decade  of  the  century  the  Catholic 
population  of  the  country  had  increased  to  nearly  twenty  thousand, 
and  there  were  some  six  or  seven  priests  in  the  country.  Hence,  by 
the  year  1784,  it  was  thought  that  the  population  had  taken  sufficiently 
permanent  root  to  demand  an  official  recognition  from  Rome. 

In  this  year  then,  178^,  we  may  date  the  birth  of  the  Catholic  church 
in  Newfoundland.  The  Rev.  James  Louis  O'Donel,  O.S.F.,  a  native  of 
Knocklolly,  co.  Tipperary,  Ireland,  was  appointed  Prefect  Apostolic  of 
the  Island  by  Pope  Pius  VI.  He  was  a  wise  and  prudent  man,  and 
though  his  assnmption  of  a  dignity  conferred  by  the  Pope  was  naturally 
considered  an  audacious  act  of  "  Papal  agression  "  by  the  over-zealous 
governors  of  the  time,  yet  by  lus  miWness  and  firmness  he  lived  it  all 
down,  and  became  a  great  favourite  with  all  classes.  He  was  elevated 
to  the  Episcopal  dignity  in  1796,  and  consecrated  in  Quebec  by  Bishop 
Hubert.  He  built  the  "  Old  Chapel "  and  "  Old  Palace,"  visited  the 
diocese,  and  drew  up  a  set  of  diocesan  statutes.  By  hb  prudence  he 
more  than  once  quelled  the  turbulent  spirits  of  his  flock,  goaded  by 
persecution,  and  his  services  were  acknowledged  and  rewarded  by  the 
British  Government.  Alter  a  laborious  pastorate  of  twenty-two  years 
he  retired  to  Ireland  in  1806.  He  received  a  moat  complimentary 
address  and  presentation  from  the  merchants  and  people  generally  on 
leaving,  and  his  departure  waa  universally  regretted. 

He  was  succeeded  by  the  Eight  Rev.  Patrick  Lambert,  also  a  member 
of  the  Order  of  St.  Francis,  who  held  the  reins  of  Ecclesiastical  Govern- 
ment for  ten  years.  During  this  time  the  penal  restrictions  were 
considerably  relaxed,  and  the  population  of  the  place  rapidly  increased, 
and  society  generally  began  to  advance  in  all  the  amenities  of  civilized 
and  social  life  ;  schools  of  various  denominations  were  establislied.     In 
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the  year  1807  the  Benevolent  Irish  Society  wsa  formed,  and,  though 
uon-denomi national  in  character,  it  soon  became  practically  a  Boman 
Catholic  body.  Its  object  was  two-fold,  charity  and  education.  Under 
its  auspicies  the  Orphan  Asylum  was  built,  and  schools  opened,  which 
have  never  ceased  down  to  the  present  day  to  diffuse  the  benefits  of  a 
sound  moral  and  religious  education.  Br.  Lambert  made  a  visitation 
of  Conception  Bay  and  the  southern  shore.  He  enlarged  the  "  Old 
Palace  "  and  increased  the  number  of  priests  to  seven,  and  several  small 
churches  were  erected  during  his  episcopacy.  He  returned  to  Ireland 
in  1817  and  died  there. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Tbos.  Scallan,  O.S.F.,  a  native 
of  Wexford,  who  was  the  first  bishop  who  died  in  Newfoundland  (1829). 
He  increased  the  number  of  priests  to  ten.  He  visited  Roue  in  1827, 
and  made  a  visitation  of  the  diocese  as  far  west  as  Burin. 


Cl.iaEDBjtL,  B] 


On  October  28th,  1829,  Father  Michael  Anthony  Fleming,  O.S.F., 
was  consecrated  as  coadjutor  and  successor  to  Dr.  Scallan,  in  the  "  Old 
Chapel,"  This  was  the  first  time  this  religious  function  had  been 
performed  in  Newfoundland.  Bishop  Fleming  immediately  set  to  work 
to  divide  the  Island  into  regular  missions  or  parishes.  He  secured  nine 
additional  priests  from  Ireland.  He  visited  as  far  west  as  Bay  Despair, 
and  gave  a  great  impetus  to  «ducational  matters,  especially  by  the 
introduction  of  the  Presentation  Nuns  in  1833.  He  had  built  for  them 
a  beautiful  convent,  which  was  burnt  in  the  fire  of  1846.  After  a 
hard  struggle  with  the  Imperial  authorities,  he  secured  the  plot  of  land 
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on  frhich  the  Cathedral  now  stands,  aod  on  the  20bh  of  May  1 841  he 
laid  the  foundation  stone  of  that  magnificent  building,  which  before  his 
death  was  so  far  advanced  towards  completion  that  he  celebmted  the 
first  Mass  in  it  on  the  festival  of  the  Epiphany  (January  6th),  1850. 
In  1842  he  introduced  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  Nuns,  whose  object  is  to 
visit  the  poor  and  sick,  and  to  teach  a  higher  order  of  education.  He 
built  the  monastery  of  Belvedere,  where  he  died  full  of  works  and 
merits  on  the  I4th  July  1850.  In  1825  there  were  sixty  thousand 
inhabitants  in  the  Island,  of  whom  twenty-five  thousand  were 
Catholics. 

Dr.  Fleming's  health  beginning  to  fail,  he  asked  for  a  coadjutor, 
and  Father  John  Thomas  Mullock,  of  the  same  Seraphic  Order,  was 
appointed.  He  was  consecrated  in  Borne,  by  Cardinal  Franzoni,  on  the 
27th  December  1847,  and  arrived  in  St.  John's  the  6th  May  1848.  He 
waa  a  man  of  rare  ability,  vast  erudition,  and  great  strength  of 
character.  He  ruled  the  Church  for  twenty  years,  and  it  may  be  said 
that  the  ecclesiastical  affairs  took  giant  strides  under  his  euei^tic 
government.  He  made  several  episcopal  visitations  to  the  remotest 
parts  of  the  Island,  visiting  St.  George's  Bay  and  the  French 
shore,  for  the  first  time,  in  1849,  and  circumnavigating  the  Island 
in  1850,  Under  his  episcopate  the  cathedral  was  completed,  and 
adorned  with  its  grand  altar.  Its  numerous  statues,  paintings,  and 
other  rare  works  of  art.  He  built  the  New  Palace,  Episcoptil  Library, 
St  Bonaventure's  College,  the  two  convents  for  the  Presentation  and 
Mercy  Nuns;  the  whole  forming  a  group  unique  for  grandeur  of  site 
and  beauty  of  architecture.  The  cost  of  these  splendid  buildings  was 
not  less  than  120,000^.  (3600,000).  When  he  came  to  the  country 
there  were  twenty-four  priests  in  the  Island  ;  at  his  death  there  were 
thirty-five  priests,  fourteen  convents,  and  sixty- five  churches  and 
chapels.  The  cathedra!  was  consecrated  on  September  9th,  1855,  on 
which  occasion  Archbishop  Hughes  of  New  York  and  several  of  the 
Canadian  bishops  attended.  At  this  time,  also,  the  foundation  stone  of 
the  Church  of  St.  Patiick,  at  River  Head,  St.  John's  was  laid  by  the 
distinguished  Ameriom  Prelate.  In  1856  Dr.  Mullock  had  the  Island 
divided  into  two  dioceses,  St.  John's  and  Harbour  Grace.  Father  John 
Dalton  was  consecrated  by  Bishop  Mullock,  in  the  Cathedral  of 
St.  John's,  an  first  bishop  of  Harbour  Grace.  The  number  of  Catholics 
in  the  Island  in  1857  was  fifty-seven  thousand. 

In  St.  Bonaventure's  College,  besides  the  secular  school  which  took 
the  place  of  the  old  Roman  Catholic  Academy,  there  was  an  Ecclesiastical 
Department,  and  soon  several  natives  of  the  coimtry  were  prepared  for 
the  priesthood.     Dr.  Mullock  was  author  of  many  learned  and  interesting 
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lectures  and  pamphlets,  which  were  published  from  time  to  time.  He 
also  is  credited  with  being  tha  first  to  originate  the  idea  of  the 
Transatlantic  Telegraph  Cahle,  and  the  Harbour  Grace  Railway.  He 
died  in  St  John's  on  Easter  Monday,  29th  March,  1869. 

Bishop  Mullock  was  succeeded  hy  the  late  Right  Rev.  Thos. 
Job.  Power,  who  was  consecrated  hy  His  Eminence  Cardinal  OuUen, 
Archbishop  of  Dublin,  at  the  Church  of  St. 
Agatha's,  Irish  College,  Rome,  on  Trinity 
Sunday,  June  12th,  I87u.  The  new  bishop 
had  already  passed  a  distinguished  career  in 
Ireland.  He  was  bom  in  New  Rose,  co.  Wex- 
ford, in  1830.  He  was  Canon  of  the  Cathedral 
in  Dublin,  and  President  of  the  Diocesan  Semi- 
nary at  Clonliffe.  He  had  acquired  great  renown 
as  a  powerful  and  eloquent  pulpit  orator,  and 
had  gained  Universily  honours  in  London.  He 
was  a  most  polished  and  courtly  prelate,  and 
Bisnop  powiB.  ■well  fitted  to  fill  tlie  now  important  See  of 

By  B.  s.  Pariatu.  gt    John's.     He   found   before    him    a  church 

flourishing  in  all  its  ecclesiastical  departments, 
a  grand  cathedral,  a  palatial  residence,  a  devoted,  zealous,  and  dis- 
tingui^<hed  body  of  clerg)',  convents,  schools,  orphanages,  and  all  the 
institutions  of  a  thoroughly  ozganised  diocese,  all  of  which  were 
worthily  maintained,  increased,  and  developed  daring  his  loEg  and 
successful  episcopate. 

He  arrived  in  St.  John's  on  September  9th,  X870.  By  a  happy 
coincidence  the  Church  was  en  fete  in  honour  of  the  anniversary  of  the 
consecration  of  the  cathedral.  The  triumphant  reception  which  he 
received  was  wori;hy  of  the  noble  and  faithful  people  of  Newfoundland. 
He  died  on  the  4th  December  1893,  thus  bis  episcopate  lasted  over 
twenty-three  years,  being  the  longest  on  the  list  of  our  hierarchical  tree. 
During  this  long  reign  he  encouraged  all  ecclesiastical  and  educational 
matters.  He  raised  to  a  height  of  particular  grandeur  the  music  and 
ritual  of  the  cathedral,  and  while  thus  caring  for  the  sestbetic  beauties 
of  the  catholic  worship  he  did  not  neglect  the  material  needs  of  the 
edifice  and  comforts  of  the  congregation,  having  secured  at  a  large 
expense  the  heating  of  the  vast  building  by  a  hot-water  system.  He 
completed  and  dedicated  the  Gothic  church  of  St.  Patrick's,  Rjver 
llua<l,  and  several  substantial  and  elegant  churches  were  erected  in 
different  outports.  The  great  glory  of  his  episcopate  is  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Christian  Brothers  as  teachers  of  the  Benevolent  Irish 
Society's  schools,  and  the  erection  by  the  same  Society  of  their  hall 
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and  scliools  on  the  site  of  the  old  Orphan  Asylum.  Tins  hall  was 
burnt  down  in  the  great  fire  of  1892,  but  is  again  nearing  complete 
restoration  on  a  still  grander  scale.  The  brothers  have  also  schools  at 
Kiver  Head,  and  teach  at  present  some  nine  hundred  boys.  The  group  of 
ecclesiastical  buildings  in  the  capital  hae  also  been  increased  by  the 
fine  residence  of  the  brothers  at  Mount  St,  Francis,  the  commodious 
Orphanage  at  Belvedere,  the  Presbytery  and  Convent  at  River  Head, 
and  the  beautiful  Ctiapel  of  the  Sacred  Heart  at  the  Mercy  Convent ; 
in  all  respects  the  diocese  has  made  great  progress.  Theie  are  thirty 
priests,  sixteen  convents,  two  orphanages.  The  Catholic  [)opulation  is 
forty-five  thousand. 

Catholicity  •  in  Newfoundland  owes  a  d'?ep  debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
old  priests  of  the  diocese ;  these  devoted  pioneers  had  to  sufier  hardships 
as  good  soldiers  of  Christ,  to  conquer  difficulties  unknown  to  the  present 
generation.     Fifty  years  ago  the  toils  of  travel  were  such  as  would 
appal  the  present  generation,  accustomed  to  railways, 
fine  coastal  steamers,  good  roads  and  the  telegraph. 
Amongst  the  pioneers  of  the  Holy  Fiiith,  the  best 
remembered  in  our  dny  was  Dean  Cleary,  lamiliarly 
known  all  over  the   southern  shore  as  the  "Dane." 
He  was  not  only  a  devoted  priest,  an  eminent  church 
builder,  you  could  teil  you  were  entering  his  parish 
by  the   splendid   roads;   every  public   work   in   his 
great  parish  was  under  his  personal  superintendence. 
For    over    half    a    century   he    ministered    to    the 
spiritual     wants    of     his     fiock,     rich     and     poor;  dkabclbabt. 

Protestants  and  Catholics  had  equal  love  and  esteem  ^  '^'  *'"■ 

for  the  good  dean ;  the  noble  churches  and  convents 
erected  by  his  unwearied  zeal  are  the  perennial  monument  to  his  83.inted 
memory.  The  dean  was  fond  of  recounting  his  labours  and  toil  in  the 
old  days.  Once  when  he  was  telling  of  his  conversions  Bishop  Mullock 
said  to  him,  "  What's  the  use  of  your  telling  us  about  Witless  Bay  and 
"  the  Williamses,  and  all  the  converts  you  made  ?  why,  if  you  had  stayed 
"  in  King's  Cove  you  would  have  made  all  Bonavista  Bay  Catholic." 

Time  would  fail  to  speak  of  all  the  good  work  done  by  Father 
Troy,  builder  of  the  churches  at  The  Cove  and  Torbay,  of  Father  Dalton 
or  Dean  Mackin  in  Brigus,  of  Father  Kyran  Walsh  and  his  amiable 
successor  Rev,  Jeremiah  O'Donnell  in  Harbour  Main,  of  Father  Condon's 

I  The  fpHowiDg  pangraphs  down  to  the  coinincncenient  of  the  description  of  Harbour 
Onice  Tliocese  have  been  added  by  me  to  ViAop  Howlej'i  excellent  paper  on  the  Catbolio 
CSmrch  in  Newfoundland  with  bit  fiOl  approval.— D.W. P. 
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great  works  in  Flacentia,  and  Father  Richard  O'Donnell's  eminent 
service  to  the  church  at  SL  Mary's,  of  Father  Heam,  the  zealous  apostle 
to  the  Micmac  Indians,  of  Father  Ward  and  Father  Brown  in  Tilton 
Harbour  and  Fogo,  and  of  other  devoted  piiests  known  to  our  fathers. 
I  must  hasten  on  to  recount  some  of  the  good  work  performed  for  our 
Holy  Church  by  the  younger  clergy.  Amongst  the  great  church 
.builders,  of  our  own  time,  three  young  native  priests  are  eminently 
distinguished.  Bishop  Howley  has  very  modestly  ignored  hia  own  work 
at  the  Belvidere  Orphanage  and  on  the  west  coast,  but  his  praise  as  an 
energetic  and  devoted  priest  in  in  all  the  churches.  The  most  remark- 
able example  of  zeal  and  successful  carrying  oab  of  Catholic  institutiona 
in  the  colony  is  the  career  of  Father  Morris,  cut  off  in  the  midst  of  his 
labours ;  never  since  the  apostolic  age  was  there  a  priest  who  gave 
himself  so  entirely  body  and  soul  to  the  service  of  the  Church;  no 
difficulty  daunted  him,  obstacles  that  would  have  paralysed  a  feebler 
worker  never  quenched  Ms  zeal  or  stopped  his  onward  path.  Tiie  noble 
Cliuixih  at  Oderin,  the  beautiful  Chapel  at  Manuels,  Villa  Nova,  all   btar 
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testimony  to  bis  devotion  to  the  sacred  cause  of  relijjiian.  No  man  ever 
so  literally  fulfilled  the  Divine  injunction  "  Be  not  weary  in  well  doing," 
The  most  unselfish  of  men,  he  literally  wore  himself  out ;  the  worries,  the 
perplexities,  the  incessant  labour  he  imposed  on  bis  enfeebled  frame 
paralysed  Ht  last  the  unselfish  zeal  and  fiery  energy  that  only  death 
could  conquer.  Father  Morris  waa  a  liberal  of  liberals,  one  of  tiie 
earliest  promoters  of  the  railway;  his  lectures  and  his  literary  lemaina 
aU  bear  the  hall  mark  of  genius. 

Father  St.  John  of  Salmooier,  amongst  the  younger  clergy,  is  a  worthy 
follower  of  Dean  Cleuiy ;  be  attends  both  to  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
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needs  of  Lis  parishioners  with  unbounded  generosity.  He  has  expended 
from  his  private  means  on  tbe  building  and  improvement  of  the 
beautiful  churches  that  adorn  the  lovely  estuary  of  Saltaonier,  and  has 
been  equally  energetic  in  the  promotion  of  roads  and  the  improvement 
of  agriculture  amongst  his  flock.  Father  Clarke's  good  work  at  Torbay 
is  well  known  to  all  Both  in  the  ei-ection  of  churches  and  the  moral 
improvemeDt  of  his  people  his  Reverence  is  another  signal  example  of 
the  benefits  conferred  on  our  Catholic  people  by  a  pious,  amiable,  and 
energetic  priest. 

A  short  time  before  the  decease  of  Bishop  Power,  the  Bight  Rev. 
Thomas  F.  Brennan,  D.D.,  was  sent  here  as  his  assistant.  Tne 
young  prelate  is  distinguished  for  his  great  learDing ;  his  amiable  and 
unassuming  manner  won  for  him  many  friends  in  the  diocese. 
At  Bishop  Power'.s  death  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  flock  was 
entrusted  by  the  Holy  Father  to  the  care  of  the  Very  Rev.  J,  Scott, 
as  administrator  of  the  diocese  pending  the  advent  of  a  new  bishop. 
The  geoial  and  pious  administrator  is  a  universal  favourite,  and 
under  his  wise  counsels  the  Eifiairs  of  the  diocese  will  be  well 
dii-ected.  We  still  happily  retain  the  Venerable  Archdeacon  Forristal ; 
may  he  long  be  spared  to  aid  us  by  bis  deep  learning  and  profound 
experience.  Of  the  eloquence  and  popularity  of  Dean  Ryan,  the 
devoted  pastor  of  St.  John's,  West,  and  the  younger  clergy,  Ur.  Ryan 
and  Dr.  O'Reilly,  it  would  be  supeifluous  to  dwell  on  their  good 
qualities.  They  are  well  known  to  all  the  Catholic  people  of  St.  John's, 
to  whom  they  are  endeared  by  the  cherished  ties  which  link  together  for 
time  and  eternity  the  devoted  Catholic  priest  and  the  Catholic  people. 

The  Catholic  Church  in  this  Colony  was  founded  by  poor  Irishmen, 
and  by  Irbhmen  only,  with  no  extraneous  help  ;  it  was  begun  in  an  evil 
time  of  persecutioii  and  penal  laws,  when  the  Catholic  priest  wns 
bunled  like  a  bandit,  when  all  outward  observances  of  the  faith  were 
prohibited  under  the  direst  pains  and  punishinents ;  for  years  it  was  only 
amidst  the  lonely  rocks  and  under  the  canopy  of  heaven  that  the  Holy 
Sacrifice  of  the  Mass  could  be  offered  up  by  the  sorely  persecuted  clergy. 
To  human  eyes  the  Catholic  Church  in  the  Colony  seemed  a  very  poor 
institution,  despised  and  rejected  of  men.  Outwai-dly  she  might  api>ear 
feeble  and  failing,  but  she  was  growing  strong  with  a  Divine  strength 
resting  on  the  sure  foundation  of  the  eternal  Rock  of  the  Faith. 
The  puny  se«d  planted  by  these  ixjor  Catholic  Irishmen  in  Newfound- 
land, watered  by  Divine  grace,  has  grown  into  a  great  tree,  a  devoted 
and  noble  branch  of  the  Holy  Church,  under  whose  beneficent  influence 
piety  and  charity,  pure  religion,  morality  and  the  blessings  of  a  Cliristian 
eiucation  have  been  spread  over  our  land.     Since  this  paper  was  in 

/     p.  2139.  c 


34  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  IN  NEWFOUNDLAND. 

print,  Bishop  Howley  has  been  appointed  to  the  diocese  of  St.  John's, 
the  first  native  Cathohc  bishop. 

In    1856^  the   northern  part  of   the  Colony   was   erected   into   a 

diocese  under  the  title  of  Harbour  Grace.     The  Rigtit  Rev.  Dr.  Dalton, 

as  mentioned  above,  was  its  first  bishop.     He 

died   in    May    1869,    five   weeks    after    Bishop 

Mullock.       His    episcopate    of    thirteen     years 

was    peaceful    and    full    of    good    works,   the 

pnncipal  of  which  was  the  erection  of  the  fine 

cathedral   at   Harbour    Grace.      Bishop    Dalton 

was  succeeded  by   the  Bight  Eev,   Henry  Car- 

fagnini,    an    Italian    friar    of     the    Order    of 

St  Francis.     He  had  been  previously  President 

of  St.  Bonaventure's  College,  St.  John's.     A  man 

of  great  talent  and  learning,  his   Lordship  was 

BiBBOP  DiLToa.  proiHOted,  after  ten  years  of  episcopate,  to  the 

*"**G™f"^'*''  diocese  of  Gallipoli,  in  Italy.     He  completed  and 

embellished    the    cathedral   of    Harbour   Grace, 

adding  the  cupola  and  transepts.     This  fine  building  was  burnt  down 

in  September  1889,  but  has  been  rebuilt  on  a  new  and  improved  plan 

by  the  present  energetic  bishop. 


The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Ronald  McDonald,  the  third  bishop  of  the  See, 
came  to   Newfoundland   in    1879   from    Kctou,    N.S.,    where  he    had 
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beea  for  many  years  pariah  priest  His  great  learning  and  adminis- 
trative ability,  zeal  and  Indefatig&ble  energy,  his  prudence  and  charity, 
were  not  unknown  to  the  authorities  in  Rome,  and  he  was  chosen  as 
the    one  best  fitted  to  remove  the  difficultie*  which  had  distracted  the 


diocese  of  Harbour  Grace.  The  hopes  then  cherished  were  fully 
realised.  He  soon  succeeded  in  restoring  peace,  with  all  its  blessings. 
Of  his  episcopate,  in  which  he  still  holds  honoured  and  active  rule,  it  is 
enough  to  say  that  he  has  displayed  in  a  still 
more  marked  manner,  in  his  new  and  wider 
sphere,  those  virtues  and  energies  already  alluded 
to.  He  has  studded  the  diocese  with  churches, 
schools,  and  institutions,  and  is  still  actively 
engaged  in  the  work.  There  are  in  the  diocese 
twenty-one  priests,  forty-four  churches,  eighty- 
five  stations,  five  convents,  twenty-five  nuns, 
ninety  schools  and  a  population  of  twenty-nine 
thousand. 

piM«  bp tfoimatu  ^hc  wcitem   part  of  the   island,   comprising 

the  French  shore,  had  been  obliged  to  depend, 
up  to  the  year  18u0,  on  the  chaplains  of  the  French  navy  and  fishing 
fleet  for  its  spiritual  attendance.  Oocasionnlly  a  priest  was  sent  to 
visit  it  from  Quebec.  In  1849  Bishop  Mullock  visited  it  for  the  first 
time,  and  in  the  following  yeai-  secured  for  the  people  the  services 
of  a  stationa'^f  clergyman  in  the  person  of  the  Kev.  Alexis  Belauger, 
who  was  appointed  Vicrtr-General  of  the  diocese  of  St.  John's.  He 
died  at  Sandy  Point,  St.  George's  Bay,  on  the  7th   September  1868, 
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and  was  buried  at  Quebea    He  was  succeeded  by  the  Right  Rev. 
MonsigDOr   Sears,   of  the   diocese   of   Antigoniah,   who,   in   1870,   was 
created   Prefect  Apostolic,  thus   taking  the  region   out  of  the  juris- 
diction  of   St.   John's.     Monsignor  Sears  was   a  most  energetic   and 
enthusiastic  prelate.     Besides  building   several  churches,   schools,   and 
presbyteries,  and  establisliing  a  regular  staff  of  clei'gy  on  the  shore,  he 
was  the  first  who,  by  his  lectures  and  vigorous  letters  to  the  press,  drew 
the  attention  of  the  Government  officials  of  St.  John's  and  England  to 
the  state  of  that  part  of  the  Island,  to  its  great  natural  resources  and 
future  prospects.    He  was  the  pioneer  of  the  syfltem  of  public  roads  on 
the  coast,  and  by  his  efforts  secured 
for  it   representation   in   the   Legis- 
lature,  the    establishment    of  mails, 
police,  and  custom  service,  fee.     He 
died  at  Stellaiton,  N.S.,  on  November 
7th,  1885,  and  is  buried  in  the  family 
vault  at  Locbaber,  Antigoniah.     He 
was    succeeded    in    the    Prefecture 
Apostolic  by    the    Rev.  Dr.  M.  F. 
Howley,   of    St.    John's.     In    April 
1892    the    Prefecture    was    elevated 
another  step   in   the  hierarchy   and 
made  a  Vicariate,  the  Prefect  being 
appointed  Vicar  Apostolic  and  Titular 
Bishop  of  Amastria.    The  Right  Rev. 
Dr.     Howley    was    consecrated    by 
Bishop  Power,  of  St.  John's,  in  the 
ST.  PAtBicK-B  CHUKCM.  ciiiBowiE.  catbcdral  of  that  place,  on  St.  John's 

«.™„PA«.^P*6,S.P.«™..  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  g^^ 

native  of  Newfoundland  elevated  to  the  episcopal  dignity.  During 
the  past  eiglit  years  the  French  shore  has  developed  rapidly ;  several 
churches,  presbyteries,  and  schools  have  been  erected,  and  in  1893  a 
community  of  Siatera  of  Mercy  was  introduced.  There  are  now  in  the 
Vicariate  six  priests,  two  convents,  ten  sisters,  thirty-four  churches, 
sixty-nine  stations,  twenty  schools,  and  about  six  thousand  five  hundred 
of  a  population.  The  total  Roman  Catholic  population  of  the  Island, 
by  the  census  of  1891,  is  over  seventy-two  thousand. 

The  group  of  islands  compi-ising  St.  Pierre,  Langlade,  Miquelon,  and 
Ile-aux-Chiens  was  fuUy  ceded  to  ihe  French  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris, 
1763.  In  that  year  there  was  a  cur4  theie,  the  Rev.  M.  Paradis,  who 
was  sent  from  Quebec    In  1770  the  Rev.  M.  Bequet  was  there  as 
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Prefect  Apostolic.  At  the  time  of  the  French  Revolution  (1793)  there 
were  two  priests  in  St.  Pierre  and  one  in  Miquelon.  The  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  Republic  was  tendered  to  them ;  two  (F&res  Jamtel  and 
Allain)  refused  to  take  the  oath  and  escaped  to  Arichat  Fere  Longne- 
ville  took  the  oath  and  remained.  At  this  time  the  island  was  taken  by 
the  English,  and  occupied  by  them  till  1816,  when  it  was  again  ceded  to 
France  hy  the  treaties  of  Paris  and  Vienna.  A  priest  of  the  diocese  of 
Renues,  France,  the  Rev.  M.  Olivier,  was  sent  out  in  1815  as  Adminis- 
trator; since  then  there  Itave  been  four  Prefects  Apostolic  In  1842 
the/r^es  dea  Scales  Ohritiennes  were  introduce.  They  have  a  very  fine 
building,  and  about  three  hundred  pupils  in  the  communal  schools. 
There  is  alao  a  pension  for  young  ladies,  under  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph 
de  Cluny,  an  asylum  for  children,  maritime  hospital,  girls'  asylum, 
industrial  home,  &c.,  all  under  charge  of  the  Sisters.  The  present 
Prefect  Apostolic  is  the  Right  Kev.  Monaeigneur  Tib^ri,  There  are  four 
priests.  The  Catholic  population  is,  in  summer,  twenty  thousand,  in 
winter,  eight  tliousancl. 


:dt>vGoogle 


CHAPTEK  III. 

THE    METHODIST    CHURCH   IN   NEWFOUNDLAND- 
By  Rev.  James  Dove,  D.D. 

The  history  of  Methodism  in  Newfoundland  dates  from  the  year 
1765,  one  year  earlier  than  ita  epoch  in  the  United  States.  The  story 
of  its  rise,  progress,  and  present  position  is  hriefly  told  in  the  following 
paragraphs.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  it  was  the  first  niissioQ 
ground  ever  occupied  by  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr,  Wesley,  having 
heard  of  the  spiritual  destitution  of  the  colonists,  waa  very  tiesirous  to 
furnish  religious  instruction  for  thein.  At  his  instance,  supported  by 
the  Countess  of  Huntingdon,  Laurence  Coughlan  was  s^nt  to  New- 
foundland by  "  The  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in 
Foreign  Parts."  He  waa  bom  in  Ireland,  and  after  his  conversion, 
being  called  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  he  laboured  ten  years  as  a 
ttavelling  preacher  in  connexion  with  Mr.  Wesley.  Complying  with 
Wesley's  request,  the  Bishop  of  London  ordained  Coughlan,  who  sailed 
from  England  and  arrived  at  Havbour  Grace,  Conception  Bay,  New- 
foundland, in  1765.  Though  now  a  clergyman  under  the  auspices  of 
the  aforenamed  Society,  he  was  still  a  Methodbt  preacher,  both  in 
doctrine  and  discipline,  and  to  his  evangelical  labours  Methodism  owes 
its  origin  in  Newfoundland. 

\\'hen  he  entered  upon  his  missionary  work  not  a  school  was  known 

in  the  laland,  nor  was  a  single  temple  raised  to  the  worship  of  Almighty 

God,  except  one   in  St.  John's,  more  especially  for  the  use   of  those 

employed    in  the  military  and  naval  services.     "  Men  who  had  come 

from  England  had  never  seen  a  minister  since  they  lefl  their  native 

shores ;  imd  most  of  those  who  had  been  born  on   the   Island   had 

never  known  one  in  their  lives ;  the  need  of  a   zealous  missionary 

waa  great,  and  few  men  were  better  adapted  for  the  work  than  the 

man   now  sent."     During    seven   years   Mr.    Coughlan   pursued   hia 

solitary  labours,  suffering,  much  cf  the  time,  severe  persecution;.     He 

was  prosecuted  in  the  highest  court  of  the  Island,  but  was  acquitted ; 

abusive  letters  were  written  to  England  against  him ;  a  physician   was 
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engaged  to  poison  him,  but,  becoming  converted,  exposed  the  diabolical 
design.  Meanwhile,  as  the  success  of  the  missionary  increased,  the  fury 
of  his  enemies  became  more  violent.  TLey  had  him  summoned  before 
the  Governor,  a  discerning  and  resolute  officer,  who  not  only  acquitted 
him,  but  made  him  a  justice  of  the  peace.  His  opposers  were  now 
reduced  to  silence,  and  the  persecuted  preacher  pursued  his  labours 
with  increased  etTect.  His  health  at  last  failed  and  he  returned  to 
England,  leaving  behind  him  two  hundred  communicants,  little  thinking 
that  besides  their  conversion  he  had  also  kindled  a  fire  in  the  land  that 
should  never  be  extinguished ;  that  a  large  Methodist  community  should 
arise  therein  as  the  result  of  the  seed  which  he  had  sown ;  that  the 
little  church  he  had  planted  should  be  cared  for,  watched  over,  and 
edified ;  that  in  after  years  its  members  should  be  counted  by 
thousands ;  that  its  influence  should  be  felt  in  the  government,  and 
its  representatives  should  sit  in  the  councils  of  the  country ;  and  that 
by  the  preaching  of  bis  successors,  multitudes  should  be  "  turned  unto 
the  Lord  "  and  bo  for  ever  saved. 

After  Coughlan's  departure  the  Methodist  Church  in  Conception 
and  Trinity  Bays  was  kept  together  and  ministered  to  by  John  Stretton, 
an  Irish  merchant  and  local  preacher,  Arthur  Thomey,  and  J.  Pottle, 
who  were  converted  under  Coughlan's  ministry ;  and  by  John  Hoskins 
from  England,  who  settled  as  a  schoolmaster  in  Old  Pelican.  In  1785 
Mr.  Wesley  sent  out  John  McGeary  to  occupy  the  vacant  post.  In 
1791  the  Island  was  visited  by  William  Black,  a  missionary  from  Nova 
Scotia,  who  remnined  six  weeks.  His  success  was  very  marked  ;  the 
drooping  cause  was  revived.  Duriog  his  short  stay  he  organized 
Methodism  in  the  Island,  secured  its  Church  property,  and  obtained 
new  labourers  from  Wesley.  These  carried  on  and  extended  the  work. 
In  the  year  1808  three  missionaries  appear  in  the  minutes  of  the 
English  Conference  as  stationed  in  Newfoundland ;  these  were 
J.  Renimington,  Wni.  Ellis,  Samuel  McDowell,  all  Irishmen,  noble 
and  faithful  men. 

In  18II  the  English  Committee  had  asked  their  agents  to  pay 
pai'ticular  attention  to  St,  John's,  Definite  action  was,  nevertheless, 
delayed  until  the  autumn  of  1814,  when  those  who  had  been  awaiting 
the  appointment  of  a  preacher  in  St.  John's  (strengthened  by  the 
arrival  of  several  families  from  Conception  B;iy)  resolved  to  proceed 
during  the  ensuing  spring  with  the  erection  of  a  small  church,  which 
unfortunately  was  destroyed  in  the  fiery  visitation  of  February  12, 
1816,  when  a  thousand  human  beings  were  rendered  homeless, 

In  18]  5  the  six  missions  of  Newfoundland  were  formed  into  a  district, 
with  Williiim  Ellis  chairman.     In  January  1816  an  important  meeting 
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took  place  at  Cnrbonear,  when  John  Gioase,  Esq.,  presided  at  a  gathering 
of  the  ministers  and  leading  laymen.  They  unaniraouEly  recommended 
an  extension  of  the  work  in  different  paiia  of  the  Island,  and  aa  a  proof 
of  interest  in  the  issue  of  their  representations,  several  laymen  forwarded 
nearly  £31  sterling  to  the  Missionary  Committee  in  England,  with  a  list 
of  the  subscribers,  which  appeared  in  the  report  of  1S17  as  the  first 
money  ever  forwarded  from  a  British  colony  for  mission  work.  At  the 
Conference  of  1816,  no  less  than  six  ministei-s  were  selected  for  service 
in  the  Island. 

This  extension  of  mission  work  took  place  at  one  of  the  darkest 
periods  in  the  financial  history  of  Newfoundland.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  came  the  inevitable  collapse.  Famine,  as  a  gaunt  spectre,  haunted 
the  minds  of  many  at  Christmas,  1816.  The  unusual  gloom  was 
deepened  by  the  failure  of  the  seal  fishery  of  1817 ;  yet  greater  troubles 
were  in  store  for  one  section  of  the  Island ;  two  destructive  fires  in  the 
fall  of  the  year  destroyed  vast  amounts  of  property  in  St  John's,  and 
rendered  thousands  of  the  inhabitants  homeless.  Of  the  distresses  of 
these  dark  days  the  Methodist  missionaries  were  not  mere  spectators. 
By  the  destruction  of  their  first  church  in  the  fire  of  1816,  which, 
however,  was  rebuilt  and  opened  on  Chtistmas  Day  of  tliat  year,  and  the 
two  fires  of  1817,  the  congregation  was  so  scattered  and  financially 
crippled  as  to  he  powerless  to  aid  the  trustees  in  meeting  their 
ohligations,  which  included  a  debt  of  nearly  ?I2,000  on  the  church 
burned  in  1816.  At  this  crisis  the  financial  affairs  of  the  district  were 
further  complicated  by  the  desbruetion  of  the  large  new  church  at 
Carbonear  in  1817.  A  burning  shingle  from  a  building  was  borne 
nearly  half  a  mile  to  a  pile  of  shavings  m  the  churchyard,  nnd  in  a  few 
moments  the  townsfolk  were  sorely  startled  as  they  saw  their  new 
sanctuary,  built  almost  by  themselves  at  a  cost  of  more  than  £2,000,  in 
the  relentless  grasp  of  the  flames.  In  these  distresses  an  appeal  waa 
made  to  the  Methodists  of  England,  wliich  resulted  in  the  noble  sub- 
scription of  over  £2,000  sterling. 

The  aborigines  of  Newfoundland  were  not  forgotten  by  the 
Methodist  Missionary  Committee  in  its  plans  for  the  evangelization 
of  the  Island, 

In  1809,  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Coke,  John  Remmington  had  gone  in 
search  of  these  real  natives,  but  through  lack  of  preparation  for  a 
difHcult  and  dangerous  task,  failed  to  find  any  representatives  of  a 
rapidly  diminishing  race.  Eleven  years  later,  when  the  story  of  their 
misfortune  was  attracting  the  attention  of  English  philantliropists,  they 
received  specinl  mention  in  the  instructions  forwarded  by  the  Committee 
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to  their  missioDDries  id  the  Island.  These  iiiBtructiotis  and  efforts  were 
to  little  purpose,  for  it  is  quite  probable  that,  with  perhaps  a  few 
exceptions,  "  the  real  aborigines  of  the  Island  were  sleeping  the  sleep  of 
death." 

For  the  spiritual  welfare  of  some  members  of  other  Indian  tribes,  it 
was  not  too  late  to  devise  plans.  Attempts  were  made  to  establish  a 
mission  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  from  Hopedale,  the  moat  southerly 
station  of  the  Moravian  missions,  to  the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle.  Different 
missionaries  visited  this  part  of  the  coast  for  some  years,  but  in  the 
report  for  1829,  it  was  said,  "The  Labrador  Mission  is  for  the  present 
"  abandoned,  principally  in  consequence  of  the  removal  of  the  EHquimanz 
"  tnbes  from  the  coast  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  their  general 
"  dispersion."  Thirty  years  later,  however,  missionary  work  on  the 
Labrador  was  resumed,  and  is  continued  at  the  present  time.  From 
the  formation  of   the  Newfoundland   District  in    1815,   the   Society's 


operations  were  faittifuHy  carried  on  wilh  growing  interest  and  success, 
the  chair  of  the  disti-ict  being  occupied  by  such  men  as  Ellis,  Bell 
Pickavant,  Williams,  Botterell,  whose  ability  and  wisdom  commanded 
for  them  general  respect.  In  the  year  1855  another  step  in  advance 
was  taken,  and  Newfoundland  became  a  part  of  what  was  known  as  the 
Conference  of  Eastern  Britirh  America,  comprising  the  provinces  of 
Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward  Island,  Newfoundland 
and  the  Islands  of  Bermudn. 

After  tlie  organization  of  the  new  Conference,  the  work  in  Newfound- 
land received  a  fresh  impetus.  Additional  missionaries  arrived  from 
England,  sent  out  by  the  piircnt  Committee,  who  still  regarded   the 
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Newfoundland  with  fostering  car&  In  the  year  1873, 
the  work  h&ving  developed  bo  largely,  a  re- arrangement  of  tlie  circuits 
and  missions  was  deemed  necessary,  which  resulted  in  tbe  formation  of 
two  districts,  by  the  division  and  alteration  of  the  one  previously  large 
district.  Then,  in  1874,  there  came  another  epoch  in  the  histoiy  of 
Methodism  in  Newfoundland.  A  plan  for  a  united  Methodist  Church 
which  should  span  the  continent  from  ocean  to  ocean,  being  approved 
of  by  the  regularly  constituted  courts  of  the  uniting  churches,  and 
receiving  also  the  cordial  concurrence  of  tbe  British  Conference,  was 


carried  into  effect  on  September  16th,  1874,  when  the  representatives  of 
ten  annual  conferences  which  had  been  previously  organiaed,  of  which 
number  "  the  Newfoundland  Conference  "  was  one,  met  ond  constituted 
the  General  Conference  of  "the  Methodist  Church  of  Caoada,"  formed 
by  the  union  of  the  former  "  Methodist  Churches  of  Canada  and  Eastern 
British  America  "  and  of  the  former  "  New  Connexion  Methodist  Church 
in  Canada." 
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la  1883  a  further  union  of  Methodiat  bodies  in  Canada  took  place, 
when  the  representatives  of  "  the  Methodist  Church  of  Canada,"  '■  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Canada,"  "  the  Primitive  Methodist 
Church  in  Canada,"  and  "the  Bible  Christian  Church  in  Canada," 
met  in  Belleville,  Ontario,  on  September  6tli,  "  to  mei^  their  pre- 
"  viously  divided  interests,  and  to  prepare  to  go  forth  with  the  united 
''  front  of  one  consolidated,  influential,  and  aggressive  Church,  with  the 
"  noble  aim  of  spreading  scriptural  holiness  throughout  a  vast  territory, 
'*  and  with  the  high  honour  of  having  vaaquiahed  obstacles  to  a 
"  general  union,  which  Methodists  in  other  lands  had  hitherto  deemed 
"  insui-mountable." 

This  completed  union  of  the  various  branches  of  the  Methodist  family 
assumed  the  name  of  "the  Methodist  Church,"  and  under  this  new 
name  the  first  Newfoundland  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  was 
organized,  according  to  Act  of  Parliament,  in  Gower  Street  Church, 
St.  John's,  July  Ist,  1884.  The  Conference  meets  each  year  in  the 
month  oE  June,  and  is  composed  of  all  the  ministers  in  full  connexion 
and  an  equal  number  of  laymen,  elected  by  the  laymen  of  the  annual 
district  synod.  It  has  only  executive  powers,  all  legislation  for  the 
Church  being  enacted  by  the  General  Conference,  composed  of  ministers 
and  laymen  in  equal  numbers  meeting  quadrennially. 


Since  tlie  union  of  1874  the  history  of  Methodism  in  Newfoundland 
Jias  been  marked  by  progress.  Her  financial  economy  has  developed, 
churches  and  parsonages  have  been  multiplied,  her  evangelistic  work  has 
been  successful,  her  educational  work  has  advanced. 

"  Accepting  the  denominational  system  so  called,  which  in  1874  and 
"  1S75  was  endorsed  by  the  Legislature  in  accordance  with  the  expressed 
"  wish  of  the  leading  denominations,"  she  has  striven,  co-operating  with 
the  Reverend  Dr.  Milligan,  the  able  and  zealous  superintendent  of 
Methodist  Day  Schools,  to  provide  educational  advantages  for  her  rising 
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youth,  and  her  efTorts  have  heen  Buccessfiil,  hs  is  evident  from  the 
following  figures  taken  from  the  last  report  of  the  superintendent  :— 
Number  of  day  schools,  one  hundred  and  forty-three;  of  teachers, one 
hundred  and  forty ;  of  scholars,  nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
one.  These  figures  do  not  include  the  teachers  and  students  in  the 
College  and  the  Carbonear  Grammar  School. 

The  erection  of  the  new  College  buildings,  replacing  those  destroyed 
in  the  great  fire  of  1892,  is  indicative  of  bet  high  purpose  to  furnish  the 
meann  for  the  superior  and  liberal  education  of  the  youth  of  the  denomi- 
nation, and  others  who  may  be  wishful  to  avail  themselves  of  the  same. 
These  buildings,  comprising  College,  Principal's  Residency  and  Home  for 
the  accommodut'on  of  non-resident  students,  and  costing  when  com- 
plete upwards  of  870,000,  Hie  most  pleasantly  situated  in  a  central 
locality,  accessible  to  every  part  of  the  city,  and  spread  out  their 
extensive  frontnge  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet,  commanding  the 
beautiful  outlook  of   the  incomparable  Narrows  and  South  Side  Hills. 


The  College  has  -spacious  class-rooms,  well  lighted,  well  heated,  well 
ventilated,  and  supplied  with  modem  desks,  seats,  &c  Tliese  are  for 
kindergarten  and  moilel  schools  of  primary  department,  also  for  the 
use  of  classes  in  the  College  proper,  besides  laboratory,  library,  gym- 
nasia, young  men's  institute,  &c.  A  lectui-e-hall,  with  music-rooms  and 
gi-and  organ,  is  also  provided ;  chemical  and  scientific  apparatus,  and 
other  equipments  neccsHnry  for  a  liberal  education,  are  arranged  for. 

Methodism  in  the  Island  owes  much  to  the  liberality  and  zeal  of  her 
intelligent  laymen,  working  harmoniously  with  the  ministry,  aiding  in 
her  councils,  and  in  many  instances  making  noble  and  generous  contri- 
butions to  the  various  departmcn's  of  her  work.     A  noble  bequest  of 


■.*--. 


oogic 


HON  C.  B  .  ATRE.  45 

915,000  was  made  by  the   late  Hon.  C.  K  Ayre,  for  the  erectiun  of  an 
orphanage  in  St  John's  for  tbe  Methodist  orphans  of   Newfoundland. 
Flann  for  the  same  have   been  adopted,  and  ere 
loDg  the  building  will  rise,  a  monument  to  his 
thoughtful  and  loving  care  for  the  fatherleas. 

The  name  of  Joseph  Laurence,  Esq.,  of  East 
Keswick,  Yorksbire,  an  English  Methodist  lay- 
man, deserves  to  be  placed  on  record  as  a  true 
&iend  of  Newfoundland.  He  took  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  evangelization  thereof,  kept  up  a 
long  and  intimate  correspondence  with  the 
officials  of  the  Conference,  which  was  "  marked 
by  a  simplicity,  a  saintliness,  well  nigli  apostolic  " ; 
it  WHS  therefore  most   befitting   that  a  part  of  bon.  c.  b.  *ykb. 

the  service  at  his  grave  in  October,  188C,  should  £«  s.  b.  Panom. 

be  conducted,  as  it  was,  by  the  ex-president  of  the 

Newfoundland  Conference,  then  visiting  England,  to   whom  it  was  a 
privilege  to  be  able  to  pay  the  only  tribute  then  possible  to  one  who 
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for  years  had  had  the  prosperity  of  the  Lord's  work  in  Newfoundlond 
engraven  upon  his  very  soul. 

Mention  may  also  here  be  made  of  the  name  of  John  >S.  Peach, 
another  zealous  friend  of  Metbodistn,  who  spent  more  than  fifty  years 
of  ministei-ial  toil  on  the  Island,  and  died  in  1891. 

Methodism  in  St  John's  is  well  represented  by  her  four  spacious 
churches,  three  mission  halls,  college,  day  schools,  and  present  orphanage, 
which  will  be  replaced  by  the  new  one,  to  which  reference  ha^  been 
made.  Outside  Ihe  city  liberal  provision  ha^  been  made  to  meet  the 
spiritual  need  of  her  fifty-three  thousand  adherents,  scattered  around 
an  extensive  coast-line. 
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APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  III. 


KethodiBt  Church  in  Newfoandliuid,  18S4. 


The  rollowiDg  StaliuicB  ihow  the  pree^Dt  Btatiu 
Methodist   population,  is    p«r 
ceDins  of  18S1       .        •        - 
Nomber  of  Districte      - 
Number  of  Minietera 
Number  of  LocaI  Prcitchen 
Number  of  Cbiurches    - 
N  amber     of    other      Beading 

Number  of  PreschiDg  Appoial- 

Hninber  of  Paraonages  - 
Number  of  Church  Members    - 
Number  of  Silndar  Schools 
Number      of      Officerg      and 
Teachers        -  .  - 

Number  of  Scholars 


Amount  raised  tor  Missions  ■  7,195 
Amount   raised    by    Women's 

MiHsionarj  Society  -  ■  188 
Amount  mised   for  miuisterial 

support          -            -            -  19,859 

Value  of  Churches  -        -        ■  330:000 

Value  of  Paraoiiages     -            -  100.000 

Eev.   QeoTfte  P.  Story,   Piesidenl   qf 

Conference. 
Bev.  A.  D.  Morton,  M.A.,  Secretari/. 

I,  St.  Johk's  DiBTnit-r. 

SL  John't  Centre— Smv.  A.  D.  Mor- 
tOD,  M.A. 

Si.  John'i  tfesf— Reva.  H.  I'.  Cowper- 
thwnile,M.A.,.F.  J.Blvlhei  JaratM  Dove,  D.D. 
SMpemumerarg  i  Geo.  S,  Milligan,  LL.D., 
SaperinUndent  of  Education  bi)  permisaion 
of  Co»/erence. 

SI.  John't  E«si— Bev.  John  Pratt. 

Fmich  Cone— Rev.  H.  C.  Hatcher,  B.D. 

ropiaif— ReT.  John  Buay. 

Briji«-ReT.  W.  T.  D.  Dunn. 

Cupidt — Bers.  Solomon  Matthews,  T.  E, 
Roberts. 

Bay  Roberti  and  Spaniardi  Baif—'Rey. 
Fred.  G.  Willey. 

Wlillbouriie  —  Rev.  Geo.  P.  Story, 
Guardian  of  Home,  President  of  t'ontoreiiee. 

Chapel  .d™— Supply  under  Rev.  Geo. 
P.Storj. 

Sound  Itland—Tlef.  W.  P.  Ambrose. 

Flotoen  Cove — An  A)(ent. 

St.  Anihong—Kev.  Herbert  Clcgg. 

Red  Boy— BeT.  Arthur  Antic. 

/faiP«i7i«i/»W-Ke».  Frank  B.Hollc1t. 
CAnirmnir— Rev.  George  P.  Story. 
Financial    Secretary  —  R".    A.     T». 
Morton. 


of  the  denommation  in  the  Island. 

S.  Cabboheab  DisraiCT. 
Catbonear — Bev.  James  Norse,  Bev.  F. 
G.  Drtke  i  Edgar  Taylor,  Superniinurars. 
Harhour  Grace — Rev.  Wm.  Swaun. 
Freahteater — Eev.  Anihony  Hill. 
Blackhead— Ylxs-t.  R.  W.  Freeman. 
Wetlem  Bay  -Rev.  Wm.  Kendall. 
Lotoer  Island  Cone— V.ei.  IVm.  R.Tratt. 
Old  Pcrlican~Uev.  Samuel  Snowden. 
Hani's  Harbotti — Rev.  James  Wilson. 
Heart't  Confraf- Rev.  James  Piuc(>ck. 
GreetCm  /f<ir6our— Rev.  Wm.  J.  Iturtlelt. 
Shoal  /farfioKr— Rev.  Jolm  Pye. 
Northern Lii/ht—Rey.  Ummwell  Peck. 
Britannia  CWe--Rev.  K.  K.  Peck. 
CAiH>™in— Bev.  Wm.  Bwann. 
Financial       Secrelarg  —  llev.      Wm. 
Kendall. 


8.  Bon  AT 


t    DlSTBlCT. 


Bonaviala—Rev.  Thos.  W.  Atkinson. 

Bird  Island  Cow- Bev.  Edwin  Moore. 

Catalina — Key.  M.  Fenwtok. 

7Vini(y — Rev.  Georgo  C.  Fraaer. 

Mutgraue  Totim — Rev.  Wm.  H.  Dotehon. 

Gilmer  Town— Bey.  Wm.  J.  Lnncimbe. 

Greenapond — Bev.  Charlei  Lencb. 

H'e./est.ii/*-Rev.  W,  Harris. 

Musi/rave    Harboia- — Bev.    AlbtiTt    A. 
Holmes. 

Indian  Island*  and  Seldum-Come-Bi/ — 
Her.  George  Stoney. 

FoffO— Rev.  Wm.  W.  Wbeately. 

Herring  yeci—Bev,  Akroyd  Stooey. 

7'HiiV^'R<;afe  — Bev.  Jabez  Hill  and  1'hae. 
W.  Harwoo<l. 

Morelon's  Harbour — Rev.  I.  J.  RueselL 

Exploits — Rev.  Henry  Bcott. 

Laurencelon  and  Btrnt  Bag — Rev.  W. 
W.  Edmondson. 

Little  Bag  Island  and  Pilleg's  Island — 
BevB.  Wm.  J.  Hutchenon  and  Edgar  Jonea. 

Little  Bay— Rev.  Wm.  H.  Browning. 

Nipper' a  Harbour  and  Tilt  Coue  — Bctb. 
Selby  Jefferson  and  A.  E.  RowsoD. 
While  Bay— Supply. 
Chairman — Rev.  Jabei  Hill. 
Financial  Secretary — Eev.  George  C. 

1.   BVRIN    DiSTKICT. 

Btcrin — Rev.  Thomas  H.  James. 

Spoon  Core— Eev.  Charles  House. 
Flat  /j/and-Rev.  Charles  Squii-es. 
Si.  Pierre— One  wanted. 
Fortune — Rev.  George  Paiuit. 
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4.  Bvftin  DifiTBivT — coni. 
Grand  Banlt—Rer.  Levi  Curtis,  B.A. 
Gamith,    Forluiu    Bag — Rev,   Charles 
Pollett. 

Burgeo — An  Agent. 
Petitet—'Rnv.  Eufcene  For»e7. 
Channel— Ti»v.  Jobn  T.  Newman, 
St.  George's  Bay  and  Bay  of  lalandt— 
RfiT8.ThoB.  B.  Dacbj,  B.A.,  K.  M.  Bickle. 
Bmait  Bay— Rev,  (Jcorgc  £.  Heal. 
Frenrh  Shori—Aa  Agent. 

C/iairman — Ker.  ThOB.  H.  James. 


StudaUi  permilled  to  attend  Mount  ARiton 
CoUtgt,  SacivUU. 
H.  J,  ladoe.         I      John  B.  Peten. 
Jamus  Smith.  Charies  Flemiugton. 

James  K.  Rellv.  1      J-  J.  Duirant 
William  PutUnoD. 
7'oronfo  Vnivtrsitg. 
William  Seeley. 
Boilon  School  of  TktUogg. 
A.  C.  Skinner. 
Rov.  Jesae  Hejfield   "1  Aw  left  without  ap- 
„    John  C.  Sidney  I       poiotmenU  for  one 
„    H.  Uoopec  I       jear  at  their  own 

„    Wm.  Bex  J       request. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

THE  CONGREGATIONAL  AND  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCHES, 
AND  THE  SALVATION  ARMY. 

The  Cokokeqational  Church  is  Newfoundland. 

The  small  body  of  Christians  in  Newfoundland  now  officially 
designated  as  "  The  Congregational  Church "  is  one  of  the  oldest 
dissenting  bodies  in  the  Colony  ;  (hough  its  numbers  have  always  been 
very  limited,  it  has  had  considerable  inSuence  and  has  ever  been 
distinguished  for  the  learning  and  ability  of  its  ministers.  It  is  stated 
in  the  Congregational  Hand  Book  that  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  some 
of  the  English  separatists  (Independents)  were  banislied  to  Newfound- 
land :  this  is  inherently  probable ;  our  Island  was  then  the  best  known 
and  most  accessible  poition  of  America.  In  the  small  scattered  settle- 
ments  then  existing  about  St.  John's  and  Conception,  these  victims  of 
Elizabeth's  ecclesiastical  tyranny  could  easily  hide  themselves  away. 
The  separatists  were  the  extreme  bianch  of  the  Puritans,  who  had 
broken  away  from  the  Church  and  the  Hierarchy, 

Quy's  colonists  and  their  zealous  Puritan  pastor,  Erasmus  Stourton, 
wonld  join  with  these  exiles,  and  in  this  manner  a  small  independent 
body  may  have  been  formed,  and  their  numbers  would  be  increased 
during  the  reign  of  Charles  I,  In  1645  we  have  certain  proof  of  their 
existence;  George  Downing,  the  first  graduate  of  Harvard,  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  on  his  visit  to  Newfoundland,  received  an  invitation  from  the 
Newfoundland  Independent  Church  to  become  their  pastor,  and  a 
similar  offer  was  made  to  the  Bev.  Richard  Blinmau,  an  English  divine, 
who  vbited  Newfoundland  in  1660.  Probably  owing  to  the  want  of 
organisation,  this  body  as  a  separate  denomination  died  out,  and  we  hear 
no  more  of  Congregationalism  until  1775,  when  the  present  church  was 
established  by  an  artillery  sergeant,  John  Jones,  a  Welshman. 

From  the  old  records  of  the  church  still  preserved  in  St.  John's  we 
gather  many  particuUrs  about  this  God-fearing  old  soldier — how  first 
the  little  congregation  met  together  every  Sunday  in  the  Court  House. 
Nathan  Parker,  a  New  Englander,  oce  of  the  founders  of  the  present 
house  of  Job  Brothers,  soon  became  an  elder ;  afterwards  Wallis  Lang,  a 
carpenter  and  builder,  also  became  an  elder.  lu  the  spring  of  1777,  in 
twenty-eight  days,  under  the  skilful  management  of  Wallis  Lang,  a  small 
/    p,  8789.  D 
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building  was  put  up.  Governor  Montague  tried  to  stop  their  prc^;re8s 
and  ordered  John  Jones  to  Flacentia,  but,  anya  the  devout  old  noldier, 
"  The  Lord  pat  his  hook  in  his  nose  and  turned  him  back  by  the  way 
"  he  came,  so  that  he  did  them  no  harm,  but  good,  inasmuch  at  it 
"  made  them  fast  and  pray.  .  .  .  And  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  bless 
"  and  increase  them."  Soon  after  this  Mr.  Jones  was  ordained  in 
England.  The  little  church  strengthened  and  increased,  notwithstanding 
the  opposition  of  the  Bev.  Edward  Langman,  a  magistrate  and  episcopal 
minister ;  even  the  stronger  opposition  of  .Governor  Edwards  did  not 
stay  their  progress.  AH  restraints  were  removed  uuder  the  genial 
Admiral  Campbell  in  1784.'  In  1789  the  Meeting  House  (existing  up 
to  1892  as  the  old  Temperance  Hall)  was  built.  Much  uf  the  work 
was  voluntaiy  labour.  The  articles  are  signed  and  sealed  by  John 
Jones,  Henry  Phillips,  the  High  Sheriff,  Nathan  Parker,  Wallis  Lang, 
Joseph  Lowman,  Edward  Freeman,  James  Bamea 

At  this  period  in  Newfoundland  history  every  event  was  inaugorated 
with  copious  libations  of  wines  and  spirits ;  the  worship  of  Bacchus  «  as 
universal ;  we  are  not  surprised  therefore  to  leam  tliat  the  foundations 
of  tlie  old  Temperance  Hall  were  laid  with  the  accomjaniment  of  a 
quarter  cask  of  rum,  "  Ordered  by  the  committee  to  be  purchased 
and  left  in  care  of  Mr.  Lang."  We  can  picture  to  ourselves  the  scene 
when  the  cask  was  sampled  and  Freeman  and  Barnes,  Parker  und  Lang, 
and  Phillips  and  the  jolly  old  Parson  Jones,  duly  moistened  the  founda- 
tion of  the  new  chapel.  They  had  no  fantastic  notions  of  temperance 
in  those  jovial  days ;  wine  was  made  to  gladden  the  heart  of  man,  and 
on  all  joyous  cccasions  it  was  considered  the  correct  thing  to  get  decently 
drunk — parson  and  priest,  bishop  nnd  deacon,  all  diank.  I  am  old 
enough  myself  to  remember  the  time  when  a  visit  from  the  clergyman 
always  meant  an  order  to  my  mother  to  get  out  a  second  bottle  of  port. 
In  reading  over  records  of  both  the  Anglican  and  Congregational  bodies 
we  are  struck  with  the  mean  subscriptions  to  the  churches,  the  paltry 
pittances  to  the  minitters.  Poor  old  Jones,  like  Langman  of  the  Engli^ 
Church,  had  to  go  round  like  a  beggar,  whilst  at  least  two  cf  his 
congregation  were  very  rich  and  could  have  paid  the  whole  cost  of  the 
Meeting  House  without  feeling  it ;  Henry  Phillips  had  a  large  income  as 
sheriff,  pickings,  and  a  fine  business  as  a  merchant ;  old  Parker  made  a 
fortune  out  of  the  Newfoundland  trade,  and  had  a  large  income  after  he 
retired  from  the  manufacture  of  peppermint.  The  Congregational  Oliurch 
has  always  been  noted  for  its  fine  cl.oir.  In  the  old  church  the  mutic 
gallery  was  ably  filled  by  C  Winton,  Mr.  Brace,  and  old  Mr.  Stentaford 

'  See  "Hi*Iorj  of  Nenfoundlftlld,"  pp.  3G1,  'M3, 
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REV.  JOHN  JONES.  M 

In  Uarch  1800  John  Jooes,  the  faithful  ministei',  paescd  away  to  his 
everlasting  rest.  In  1851  the  new  stone  church  on  Queen's  Eoad  was 
built;  the  Kev.  George  Scbofield  gave  an  admirable  Eermon  on  the 
occasion  fi-om  the  very  appropriate  text,  "Let  us  go  hence."  Amongst 
the  many  able  divines  who  have  ministered  to  the  church  in  St.  John's, 
next  to  the  founder,  the  moat  distinguished  preacher  and  pastor  was  tlie 
Rev.  James  Sabine ;  the  Eev.  Daniel  Spencer  Ward  was  another  well- 


known  and  influential  clergyman,  bis  pastorate  the  longest,  aod  his 
social  influence  the  most  powerful  in  augmenting  the  body  which  in  his 
days  embraced  a  large  number  of  leading  frtmilies  in  St.  John'a 
Mrs.  Ward  was  the  founder  of  the  St.  John's  Dorcas  Society,  and  its 
first  pre.sident.  The  three  ministers  in  succession,  Evans,  Schofleld,  and 
Pedley,  were  all  admirable  preachers,  and  very  able  men.  Hall,  Beaton, 
and  latterly  Hodgkioson,  maintained  the  high  reputation  of  the 
Independent  ministers  in  St.  John's^  which  has  been  fully  sustained  W 
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the  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  O.  Ward  Siddall.  In  preparing  this  short 
paper  I  have  been  greatly  assisted  by  Mrs.  Siddall's  pamphlet,  "  The 
Origin  of  Nonconformity  in  St.  John's,  Newfoundland." 
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The  Presbyterian  Church. 
By  Rev.  Wh.  Graham  and  others. 

The  Presbyterian  church  in  St  John's  was  first  otf;anised  in  1842. 
On  the  fly-leaf  of  the  register,  in  meet  beautiful  characters,  these 
words  are  written : — 

"Begnn  on  tbe  Fourteenth  daj  of  Angoat,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  One 
thousand  eight  hnndred  and  fortr-two,  by  the  BeT.  Donald  Allan  Eraser,  Minister 
of  the  Established  Chnrch  of  Scotland." 

It  was  not,  however,  until  the  3ri]  of  December  of  the  following 
year  that  St.  Andrew's  Church,  which  stood  on  the  site  recently 
occupied  by  the  Masonic  Temple,  was  opened  for  public  worship.  Two 
years  later  (in  1845),  the  labours  of  the  first  Presbyterian  minister — 
the  writer  of  the  above  extract,  Mr.  Fraser — were  cut  short  by 
death. 

The  Bcv.  Donald  Allan  Eraser,  the  first  minister  of  St.  Andrew's 
Church,  was  a  very  able  mrtn,  a  fine  speaker,  and  the  best  Gaelic  scholar 
in  North  America.  A  highlander  himself,  a  native  of  ToFOsay,  he  had 
a  warm  heart  for  bis  fellow  highlanders  and  islanders ;  he  made  long 
toilsome  journeys  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Cape  Breton  to  minister  to  these 
poor  outcasts  from  all  religious  instruction.  The  Ber.  D.  A.  Fraser  was 
the  father  of  a  numerous  family  of  eleven  sons  and  one  daughter ;  at  tlie 
present  time  the  best-known  member  of  the  family  is  J.  O.  Fraser, 
C.M.Q.,  our  genial  Postmaster-Qeneral. 

The  following  admirable  account  of  Mr.  Fraser  has  been  furnished 
to  me  by  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Newfoundland. 

"  ReT.  Donald  Allan  Fraaer,  A.M.,  who  was  the  first  Fresbjterian  minister 
settler  in  Meirfonndland,  was  bom  at  ToroBSi;,  in  the  Island  of  Mull,  Scutlaod, 
on  the  24th  of  NoTember  1793,  and  was  ordained  by  the  Preabytory  of  Mull  on 
the  22nd  of  September  1814.    On  the  30th  October  in  the  same  year  he  married 
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Catherine  Uaclean,  danghfer  of  tlie  Laird  of  CoU ;  and  in  1818  be  w«i  Bent  by  the 
Church  of  Scotland  as  a  misBionarT'  to  Fioton  Connty,  where  he  minietered  to 
a  highland  jiopnlation  and  their  deecendants,  preaching  in  Gaelic  and  ISnglish 
every  Sabltfith.  One  of  bis  elderu,  writing  of  Tir.  Eraser  after  his  death,  said, 
*  Ko  miniater  since  Ms  day  has  gained  the  affectiona  of  his  people  as  he  did,  nor 
is  it  likely  that  any  will.'  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fraser  may  be  said  to  have  lived  in  the 
hearts  of  hia  highland  people.  Being  largely  inllaenced  by  a  missionary  spirit, 
he  accepted  a  call  to  form  a  congregation  at  St.  John's  Newfoondland,  which 
call  was  dat«d  Angnst  1842.  The  Scotch  population  at  St.  John's  at  that  time 
was  not  large,  bnt  they  possessed  considerable  wealth.  A  very  handsome  oharch 
was  erected  on  a  prominent  site  in  the  city,  which  was  opened  for  pablio  worship 
on  the  3rd  of  December  1813,  the  text  on  the  occasion  being  Gal.  It.  18—'  Bnt 
it  is  good  to  be  zealooely  affected  always  in  a  good  thing.'  The  event  was 
attended  by  the  Governor  of  the  Colony,  Sir  John  ffiirvey,  and  suite,  by  the  heads 
of  Departments,  and  by  an  overflowing  congregation. 

"  Mr.  Fraser  was  a  scholar  of  masterly  attainmentti,  a  captivating  speaker, 
and  an  argumentative  reasoner.  His  mind  was  richly  stored  with  imagery, 
and  being,  ordinarily,  an  eitemporaoeona  preacher,  his  «loqaence  frequently 
reached  snblime  heights.  He  was,  too,  of  commanding  presence,  standing  six  feet 
two  inches.  In  the  midst  of  his  nsefnlness,  and  in  the  flower  of  his  manhood,  he 
was  oat  down,  and  died  of  cancer  on  the  7th  of  February  1845,  in  the  Blst  year  of 
his  age  and  the  31st  of  his  ministry.  His  widow  and  only  daughter  and  six  of 
his  ten  sons  have  followed  the  father,  only  four  sons  being  now  alive." 

His  successors  were  Rev.  Arcb.  Sinclair,  Rev.  Fraucis  Niool,  Rev, 
Donald  McRae,  now  the  esteemed  pastor  of  St.  David's,  St.  John,  N.B., 
and  Eev.  J.  Dykes  Patterson,  who  died  the  other  year  in  Australia. 
The  last  named  was  pastor  of  the  church  when  it  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1876. 

In  the  meantime,  the  wave  of  trouble  which  swept  over  the  parent 
church  in  Scotland,  and  which  rent  that  church  in  two,  in  the  year  1843, 
touched  St.  John's,  and  Free  St.  Andrew's  was  erected  in  1860,  on 
Duckworth  Street,  near  the  Commercial  Bank.  In  1852  the  Rev. 
Moses  Harvey  received  and  accepted  a  unanimous  call  to  tliia  church, 
and  continued  a  most  faithful  and  acceptable  ministry  till  1876,  when 
it  too  fell,  destroyed  likewise  by  the  devouring  flames.  In  1877  a 
union  of  the  two  congregations  was  effected,  and  on  the  18tb  day 
of  June  1878  the  oomer-stone  of  St.  Andrew's  Church  was  laid,  the 
E«v.  Dr.  Muir,  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  Rev.  Afoses  Han'ey  being  the 
offidatiug  ministers.  In  the  same  year  the  Rev.  L.  G.  Macneill  accepted 
a  call  to  become  minister  of  the  united  congregation. 

Thirteen  years  ago,  on  the  30th  November  1879,  St  Andrew's 
Church,  rcL-ently  destroyed  too,  like  its  predecessors,  by  fire,  was 
dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God.  The  Rev.  L.  0.  Macneill, 
pastor  of  the  church,  conducted  the  morning  service,  and  preached  an 
impressive  sermon  from  the  text,  "  The  glory  of  this  latter  house  shall 
"  be  greater  than  the  former,  aaith  the  Lord  of  Hosts."    The  Rev.  Job 
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Shenton,  of  the  Methodist  church,  occupied  tbe  pulpit  in  the  evening. 
At  each  service  the  cburch  waa  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and 
collections  for  the  day  amounted  to  $940. 

The  edifice  thus  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Qod  v/ss  a  suhstantial 
and  ornamental  structure  of  brick,  faced  with  white  free-stooe  from  the 
quarriee  of  Scotland.  It  was  capable  of  seating  700  worshippers.  A 
tower,  with  lofty  and  graceful  spire,  rose  on  the  western  end  of  the 


building.  The  main  entrance  was  on  the  same  side,  through  a 
handsome  porch,  over  which  was  cut  in  the  stone-work,  in  bold  relief, 
"The  Burning  Bush" — the  emblem  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 
Although  all  was  plain  and  chaste  about  the  emblem,  yet  the  appear- 
ance of  the  interior  was  peculiarly  pleasing  and  impressive.  The  first 
object  which  attracted  attention  on  entering  was  the  desk  and  platform, 
occupying  the  place  where,  in  former  days,  a  pulpit  would  have  stood. 
The  first  was  of  polished  walnut,  richly  carved,  massive,  graceful,  and 
in  the  centre  approximated  to  the  conformation  of  a  pulpit.  It  waa  the 
work   of  Mr.   Richard  OofT  and  son.     A   massive   pUlar  at   each  end 
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sapporbed  a  tall  gasalier,  haTing  five  branches  gracefully  proportioned. 
The  centre  gasalier  w&a  also  of  beautiful  form  and  the  beet  workmanship, 
and  lighted  the  building  perfectly.  A  spacious  gallery  occupied  the  end 
opposite  the  minister's  desk,  llie  basement  for  evening  services.  Sabbath 
school,  and  other  ctaaees,  accommodated  between  400  and  500  persona, 
having  a  ceiling  14  feet  high.     The  vestry  opened  off  the  basement. 

The  cost  of  the  church  was  $40,000.  The  organ  cost  nearly  $4,000, 
the  fine  bell  $500.  Including  the  furniture  in  the  basement — cabinet- 
organ  and  piano,  mission  work  on  band,  pew  fittings,  Sabbath  school 
library,  minister's  gown,  pulpit  Bible,  and  other  valuables — the  total 
lose  by  the  fire  exceeded  $50,000.  In  addition  to  these  the  adjoining 
building,  known  as  "  The  Temple,"  and  a  dwelling-house,  both  clmrch 
property,  were  consumed  by  the  flames.  It  may  cdso  be  mentioned 
that  the  valuable  communion  plate  was  likewise  lost.  Indeed,  nothing 
was  saved.  The  rapid  advance  of  the  fire  prcclud)^d  all  attempts,  so 
that  the  doors  of  the  church  were  never  opened.  The  Man^e,  valued  at 
$4,000,  and  St.  Andrew's  school-room,  at  $1,000,  were  also  destroyed, 
making  a  total  toss  of  church  property  of  over  $55,000. 

In  1866  the  Rev.  L.  G.  Macneill  resigned,  having  received  and 
accepted  a  call  from  St.  Andrew's,  St.  John,  N.B.  In  the  following 
year  the  Bev.  W.  Qraham,  of  Kdinburgh,  received  and  accepted  a  call 
to  St.  Andrew's,  and  was  ordained  and  inducted  to  that  charge  on  the 
15th  May,  the  Rev.  D.  McRae,  of  St  John,  N.B.,  and  the  Rev.  M. 
Harvey  being  the  oificiating  ministers. 

In  1855  a  Presbyteiiiin  church  was  opened  in  Harbour  Grace. 
There  are  also  Presbyterian  churches  and  missions  at  Little  Bay  Mines 
and  Bay  of  Islands. 

The  Presbyterians  are  a  veTy  influential  body,  though  small  in 
number;  by  the  census  of  1874  they  amounted  to  1,108,  by  the  last 
ceusu8,oflS91,  to  1,449. 


The  SALVATio>f  Army. 

In  the  year  1886  the  first  service  of  the  Salvation  Army  was  held 
in  St.  John's,  in  Barter's  field.  There  was  a  disturbance,  and  some 
assaults  on  the  women  who  began  the  "  New  Religion."  The  church 
now  numbers  fourteen  hundred  members.  It  has  eighty-five  officers, 
and  about  two  hundred  local  ofBcers  (deacons),  who  assist  in  various 
duties.  There  are  thirty  stations,  divided  into  five  corps,  from  Tilt 
Cove  to  Channel.     In  May  1891   the  Honble,   R  P.  Morris   introduced 
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